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THE  WESTERN  JOURJfAL  OF  MEDICmE, 

{Formerlif,  "CiNoiNNAri  Joukkal  op  Medicine.") 


Thvt  it  ▼ill  be  seen  that  if  nutn  baa  passioiiB  whicb  impel  him  to  the  deitraction  of  man,  if 
he  be  the  only  anim*l  who,  deepiBing  his  natural  means  of  attack  and  defence,  has  devised  new 
■eau  of  deatrnction,  he  ts  also  the  only  animal  who  has  the  desire,  or  the  power,  to  relioTO  the 
taieriiij;*  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  in  whom  the  co-existenoe  of  reason  and  benoTolence  attests 
aaionl  as  well  as  an  intellectual  soperiority.— Obavu*  GLimcAL  MxoxcxinB. 


Vol  I?.  INDIANAPOLIS,  JANUARY,  1869.  No.  L 


*A  CASE  OF  POPLITEAL  ANEURISM  RAPIDLY  CURED  BY 
MANIPULATION,  FLEXION  AND  DIGITAL  COMPRES- 
SION.   

BY   GEO.    C.   BLACKMAN,   M.   D., 

Fnftaur  of  Snrgety  In  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio ;  Surgeon  to  the  Samaritan  Hospital,  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  etc. 


We  have  recently  treated  a  case  of  popliteal  aneurism  according  to 
the  aboye  methods,  which  possesses  at  the  present  time,  many  points 
of  interest,  especially  in  connection  with  the  cases  lately  reported  by 
Dr.  Mapotber,  of  Dublin,  Dr.  Murray,  of  Newcastle- on -Tyne,  Eng- 
land, and  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  of  London.  Before  giving  the  details 
of  oar  own  case,  we  will  present  an  abstract  of  Dr.  Mapother's,  as  pub- 
lished in  tbe  Brituh  Medical  Journal^  October  5,  1867,  and  re-pub- 
lislied  in  Braithwaite's  Retrospect^  part  56,  page  157.  The  same  jour- 
nals also  contain  the  particulars  of  Dr.  Murray's  views  and  treatment. 

Br.  Mapother's  first  case  was  one  of  ilio-femoral  aneurism.  "  Dig- 
ital and  partial  instrumental  pressure  having  failed,  I  tried  to  stop  the 
common  iliac  with  an  elastic  compressor,  the  patient  being  kept  under 
chloroform  for  twelve  hours.  No  clot  formed.  An  anthracoid  slough 
formed  at  the  point  of  pressure.     Five  days  afterward,  another  attempt 

***  The  term  given  to  ihle  paper  means  a  particular  manipulation  of  an  anenriem,  whereby 
tke  Sbrla  vithia  may  poeelbly  be  so  displaced  as  either  in  pari  or  in  whole  to  block  «p  the  maim 
utMj  oa  the  diatal  side  of  the  diseaM."— CbmmeNeeiiMfil  qf  Mr.  Ftrguuon*$  paper^  1867. 
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was  made,  after  the  followiDg  preparatory  steps :  The  abdomen  wa» 
made  lank  bj  emptying  the  bowels  and  bladder;  the  limb  was  raised, 
bandaged  and  fixed  to  aid  venous  return,  and  to  render  increased  flow 
of  blood  for  muscular  action  unnecessary;  and  the  sac  was  compressed 
by  an  elastic  roller,  so  as  to  contract  the  space  to  be  bled  by  the  clot 
as  much  as  possible.  At  Dr.  CFerrall's  suggestion,  the  superficial 
femoral  was  stopped,  so  as  to  keep  the  sac  full.  Signoroni's  clamp  was- 
then  fixed  over  the  common  iliac  artery  for  four  and  a  half  hours,  when 
the  tumor  was  found  solid  and  pulseless,  the  common  and  internal  iliacs 
being  still  pulseless.     Absorption  and  complete  cure  followed." 

The  Doctor's  second  case  was  one  of  popliteal  aneurism.  Pulsa- 
tion was  arrested  by  pressure  maintained  for  five  hours  as  firmly  as 
could  be  done  in  a  restless  patient,  but  thirty-six  hours  afterwards  the 
pulsation  returned.  ^^After  three  other  attempts,  unsuccessful  because 
chloroform  was  refused,  the  femoral  at  Scarpa's  triangle  was  compressed, 
and  the  flow  of  blood  out  of  the  sac  was  impeded  by  tight  bandaging- 
and  elevation  of  the  leg,  distal  pressure  on  the  popliteal  not  being 
possible.  The  patient  was  kept  apathetic,  not  insensible,  with  chloro- 
form, for  nine  and  a'half  hours,  when  the  sac  was  found  hard  and  pulse- 
less. At  the  compressed  point  a  superficial  slough  formed ;  but  with 
this  exception,  the  recovery  was  rapid  and  perfect." 

Dr.  Mapother  suggests,  that  as  distal  pressure  is  impracticable  in 
popliteal  or  '^antecubital"  cases,  Mr.  Hart's  flexion  plan  may  achieve 
the  same  result.  Nearly  seven  years  before  he  treated  his  case  of 
popliteal  aneurism  just  quoted,  we  tried  the  flexion  method  in  a  similar 
case,  but  the  cure  was  delayed  because  we  trusted  to  bandages  and  in- 
strumental, rather  than  digital  compression,  until  three  hours  before 
the  pulsation  of  the  tumor  was  arrested,  at  which  time  the  digital  com- 
pression was  adopted.  It  is  also  to  be  taken  into  consideration  that 
we  had  a  restless  patient  to  treat.  But  as  bearing  upon  the  history  of 
this  combination  of  methods  in  the  treatment  of  aneurism,  we  re-pro- 
duce here,  from  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observerj  March,  1861,  the 
report  of  a  case  treated  by  us  in  June,  1859,  and  in  which  we  were 
ably  assisted  by  Dr.  John  S.  Billings  and  Dr.  Charles  Oreenleaf,  then 
medical  students,  but  now  accomplished  surgeons  of  the  regular  army : 

In  Jane,  1859,  I  was  consulted  by  Joseph  Humbrick  in  reference  to  a 
large  pulsating  tumor  in  the  lefl  popliteal  space.  He  was  an  American,  and 
was  twenty-seven  years  of  age.  Jfor  some  years  he  had  been  engaged  in 
carting  lumber,  and  consequently  was  often  compelled  to  sustain  heavy 
weights.  He  was  not  aware,  however,  that  he  had  ever  received  any  injury 
'jpon  the  part  affected.    About  thirteen  months  before  I  saw  him  he  suffered 
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ezcniciating  paiD,  which  extended  along  the  inner  part  of  the  thigh  and  calf 
of  the  leg  as  far  as  the  heel.  Ahout  three  days  afterwards  he  noticed  a  small 
ralsating  tumor,  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  in  the  middle  of  the  pop- 
liteal space.  His  case  was  regarded  as  acnte  rheumatism,  and  he  was  treated 
aecordmgly.  The  swelling  continued  to  increase ;  and  when  I  first  saw  him, 
on  the  5th  of  Jane,  it  measured  ahout  four  and  a  half  inches  in  the  axis  of  the 
limb,  and  ^we  and  a  half  in  its  transverse  direction.  It  had  a  pyriform  shape, 
the  apex  being  above.  For  two  months  the  pain  had  been  severe;  and  at 
the  time  of  his  visit  he  was  unable  to  extend  his  limb  completely. 

Having  noticed  the  favorable  reports  of  cases  which  had  been  treated  by 
the  London  surgeons  by  flexion,  I  determined  to  unite  this  to  the  combined 
method  of  compression,  manipulation,  and  the  internal  administration  of 
Terttram  viride,  which  I  had  successfully  employed  in  a  case  of  femoral 
laeiinsm  of  large  size.  On  the  7th  of  June,  after  having  given  four  drops 
of  Norwood's  tincture,  I  broke  up  and  dislodged  some  of  the  layers  of  fibrin 
in  the  sac,  by  means  of  pressure  with  my  thumbs  and  fingers  (Fergusson's 
Manipulalion);  after  this  I  applied  a  bandage,  as  recommended  by  Prof. 
Dudley,  of  Lexington,  in  1818.  The  foot  and  leg  were  bandaged  from  the 
toes  to  the  inferior  margin  of  the  aneurism,  over  which  a  compress  was 
pUeed,  and  a  still  firmer^one  along  the  course  of  the  femoral  artery  reach- 
tng  to  Poupart's  ligament  These  were  covered  by  the  bandage  which  ex- 
tended to  the  groin.  The  leg  was  stronglv  flexea  upon  the  thigh,  and  se- 
enred  in  that  position.  The  only  effect  of  the  veratrum  was  to  cause  an 
intermission  of  the  heart's  action  every  thirteenth  beat  For  an  hour  after 
the  numipulaiion  the  pain  was  intense;  but  morphia  freely  administered 
enabled  him  to  pass  a  comfortable  night  On  the  following  day,  however, 
the  patient  became  exceedingly  restless,  and  the  compressor  and  bandage 
becsme  deranged.  After  a  week's  trial,  Dudley's  dressing  was  abandoned 
tad  Petit's  toarniquet  substituted.  At  the  expiration  of  another  week  this 
Vis  changed  for  Skey's.*  At  this  time  the  tumor  had  diminished  somewhat, 
bnt  still  pulsated  strongly.  Under  the  use  of  digitalis  the  patient's  pulse 
rote  from  eighty-fiv^  to  one  hundred  and  ten,  and  it  was  discontinued.  Com* 
prasion  was  continued  for  another  week,  by  the  alternate  use  of  the  tourni- 
qnets  above  mentioned.  The  patient  now  left  for  his  home  in  Newport, 
Kentocky,  the  tumor  having  diminished  about  one-third  in  size,  but  the 
pulsation  being  quite  distinct 

On  the  first  ot  July,  I  requested  my  pupil,  Mr.  John  Billings,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Greenleaf,  then  medical  students,  to  go  to  the  patient's  house  and- 
trj  digital  compression  at  the  groin.  This  was  employed  for  three  hours, 
vhen  the  pulsation  entirely  ceased.  On  Monday  last  (Februarjr  14,  1861,)^ 
the  patient  came  before  the  class  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  de- 
dared  that  his  left  leg  was  as  good  as  the  right  The  contracted  and  indu- 
nted  aneurismal  tumor  can  still  be  felt,  but'pulsation  has  never  returned. 
It  is  a  question  whether  this  indurated  mass  will  ever  disappear,  for  Mr.  Paget 
hai  reported  an  examination  of  a  case  fifty  years  after  the  cure  by  ligature 
--John  Honter's  fourth  patient — and  even  after  this  long  perioa,  a  hard, 
ofive^aped  mass  still  occupied  the  popliteal  space. 

Shortly  after  the  treatment  of  the  above  case,  a  patient  came  under  our 
care,  having  an  aneurism  of  the  innominata  of  small  size.  Instead  of  ligat- 
lAg  the  subclavian  and  carotid  on  the  distal  side,  I  applied  Bourgery's 
tourniquet,  or  compressor,  for  the  subclavian,  while  a  truss  was  adjusted  to 
the  neck  to  compress  the  carotid.  Veratrum,  in  this  case,  had  a  happy  effect 
in  moderating  the  force  of  the  circulation;  and,  with  the  compression  above 
mentioned,  I  succeeded  in  producing  a  temporary  consolidation  of  the  aneur- 

*Tor  slnKMt  the  exact  eoonterpart  of  Skey's  Initrnment,  rid.  the  illustration  of  H.  Searle*i 
ia  Jshason's  Med.  Ckir.  Seview,  1S24.  Hr.  8.  adds  that  **8ir  Astley  Cooper  constrnoted  an  Iiu- 
*<miWBt  on  a  similar  principle,  about  twenty  years  ago,  to  comprsss  a  popliteal  anenriun." 
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ism.  In  a  few  hours,  however,  pulsation  returned,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days  it  became  again  consolidated.  Thus  alternating,  matters  progressed 
for  several  weeks,  when,  after  trying  digital  compression  for  some  hours,  at 
several  trials,  it  became  evident  that  all  our  efforts  were  in  vain.  The  patient 
left  for  the  country,  the  tumor  constantly  increasing;  and,  in  a  few  weeks 
more,  after  reaching  an  enormous  size,  it  burst  internally  and  suffocated  the 
patient.  A  post  mortem  revealed  an  aneurism  of  the  innominata;  and  the 
opening  communicating  with  the  sac  was  of  large  size. 

In  connection  with  this  case,  we  have  read  with  much  interest,  the 
report  of  a  case  published  in  the  Dublin  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medical 
Science,  November,  1867,  in  which  Mr.  George  H.  Porter  treated  a  large 
aneurism  of  the  right  subclavian  artery,  by  acupressure  on  the  first 
stage  of  the  axillary  artery,  and  subsequently  by  direct  compression 
on  the  arteria  innominata.  The  consolidation  of  the  tumor,  however, 
was  not  complete,  and  only  temporary.  The  disease  at  length  termin- 
ated fatally. 

We  now  give  the  details  of  our  recent  case,  as  reported  by  Dr.  "W. 
J.  Murraj,  resident  physician  of  the  Samaritan  Hospital : 

Elliott  Black,  American,  SBt  25,  admitted  October  21,  1868.  He  states 
that  until  two  years  before,  he  had  always  enjoyed  good  health.  At  that 
time,  he  suffered  from  an  attack  of  asthma,  which,  however,  was  soon  relieved. 
Ten  weeks  before  his  admission,  he  first  noticed  the  swelling,  and  he  bad 
pain  in  the  knee-joint  Three  weeks  previously,  he  had  injured  the  leg  by 
a  fall  sustained  while  he  was  engaged  in  rolling  logs.  To  this  fall  and  the 
accompanying  twist  of  the  leg,  he  attributes  the  origin  of  his  difficulty.  A 
swelling  soon  appeared  in  the  popliteal  space,  which  continued  to  increase 
until  the  time  of  his  admission,  when  it  had  attained  the  size  of  a  large 
orange.  The  aneurismal  bruit  was  very  distinct,  and  all  the  symptoms  such 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  character  of  the  tumor.  Prof.  Blackman  re- 
marked to  the  class,  that  he  would  try,  in  this  case,  the  obstruction  of  the 
artery  on  the  distal  side  of  the  tumor  as  recently  practiced  by  Dr.  Mapother, 
of  Dublin,  and  then  he  would  combine,  however,  as  he  had  done  in  other 
cases,  manipulation  of  the  tumor,  with  digital  compression  at  the  groin. 
He  added,  that  as  from  the  distribution  of  the  arteries  of  the  leg  it  would 
be  impossible  to  shut  off  the  current  of  blood  completely  by  compression  on 
the  distal  side,  he  would  adopt  Hart's  method  by  flexion  of  the  leg  upon  the 
thigh,  by  which  the  force  of  the  current  would  be  materially  lessened.  He 
hoped,  also,  to  promote  this  object  still  further,  by  dislodging  some  of  the 
layers  of  fibrine  in  the  sac,  through  the  manipulation  of  the  tumor  as  first 
proposed  and  practiced  by  Sir  Wm.  Fergusson. 

October  22. — The  latter  method  having  been  carried  out,  Prof.  B.  flexed 
the  leg  strongly  upon  the  thigh,  and  then  re(}uested  Prof.  Conner  and  Dr.  S. 
G.  Muscroft  to  keep  up  firm  digital  compression  upon  the  femoral  artery  just 
below  Poupart's  ligament  At  the  end  of  thirty  minutes,  only  a  slight  thrill 
could  be  detected.  The  digital  compression  was  continued  for  sixty-eight 
minutes,  when  the  leg  was  secured  to  the  thigh  by  a  strong  band  of  adhe- 
sive plaster,  and  the  patient  was  carried  to  his  bed.  Prof.  B.  remarked, 
that  in  all  probability  the  digital  compression  had  been  sufficient  to  secure 
the  formation  of  the  dot  which  was  to  fill  and  consolidate  the  tumor,  but  to 
make  the  matter  still  more  certain,  he  would  continue  the  flexion  treatment 
ior  a  short  time  longer. 
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October  23. — Patient  had  no  sleep  in  consequence  of  the  severe  pain  he 
soffered,  alihongh  he  took  2}  grains  of  morphia  during  the  night  It  was  a 
Dotieeable  fact,  that  immediately  after  the  operation,  the  temperature  of  the 
leg  and  foot  became  greatly  diminished,  while  the  sensibility  of  the  parts 
was  greatly  increased.  For  some  hours,  the  foot  and  leg  had  a  mottled 
sppearance.  On  the  day  following  the  operation,  the  adhesive  plaster  was 
removed  and  the  limb  was  extended  until  the  leg  and  thigh  were  at  right 
assies  to  each  other.  This  change  of  position  gave  the  patient  great  relief, 
and  was  maintained  by  a  renewal  of  the  application  of  the  plaster. 

October  24. — Pretty  comfortable  this  morning,  although  occasionally 
some  pain  is  felt  in  the  knee.     Tumor  decreasing  in  size. 

October  25. — Rested  well  last  night  with  i  grain  of  morphia.  No  pulsa- 
tion in  tumor. 

October  26. — Still  improving;  tumor  much  diminished  in  size;  no  pulsa- 
tioa  whatever.     Takes  at  night  t  grain  of  morp^iia. 

October  30. — ^Discharged— cured — ^the  tumor  not  being  more  than  half 
of  its  original  size. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  December,  this  patient  came  from  his  resi- 
dence in  Indiana,  to  show  me  the  excellent  condition  of  his  lim]^.  He 
stated  that  for  some  weeks  after  leaving  for  home,  he  suffered  much 
pain  in  his  leg  and  foot,  and  that  it  was  easily  affected  by  the  cold. 
Prof.  Conner  and  Dr.  Dodge  carefully  examined  the  patient  with  me, 
and  we  were  all  fully  satisfied  that  the  cure  was  perfect.  The  tumor 
was  thought  to  be  about  one-third  its  original  size.  It  was  quite  solid 
to  the  touch. 

The  case  illustrated  to  us  the  facility  with  which  a  superficial  ob- 
server might  be  deceived,  in  reference  to  pulsation  in  the  tumor.  The 
collateral  branches  being  quite  enlarged,  if  pressure  was  made  over  one 
of  these,  there  was  evidently  pulsation.  The  real  condition  of  the 
tamor,  however,  was  readily  determined  by  pressing  on  it  just  beyond 
the  Une  of  the  enlarged  collateral  branch. 

We  find  in  the  Monthly  Medical  Reprint,  (N.  Y.,)  October,  No.  iv, 
page  254,  a  report  of  a  case  of  popliteal  aneurism,  treated  by  flexion 
and  pressure,  under  the  care  of  Sir  Henry  Thompson.  The  case  is 
copied  from  the  British  Medical  Journal,  date  not  given,  and  is  headed 
"cured  by  pressure  in  twenty-eight  hours."  As  will  be  seen,  however, 
by  the  brief  abstract  we  furnish,  the  case  was  under  treatment  for  sev- 
eral days: 

"As  the  tumor  was  small,  it  was  thought  expedient  first  to  adopt  the 
treatment  by  flexion.  Accordingly,  on  the  following  day,  the  limb  was  band- 
ajged,  acutely  flexed  upon  the  thigh,  and  retained  in  that  position  by  addi- 
tional bandages.  The  flexion  caused  no  pain.  The  limb  was  kept  in  this 
position  four  days,  until  two  p.  m.  on  the  21st,  by  which  time  no  difference  in 
the  pulsation  was  perceptible.  Mr.  Ernest  Hart  saw  the  case,  and  flexed  it 
Bore  completely.  The  limb,  however,  was  set  free  on  the  23d,  as  the  knee 
had  become  swollen  and  painful.  On  the  following  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
the  leg  having  been  previously  bandaged  with  stocking  elastic,  a  Corte's  corn- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


6  WESTERN  JOU&NAL  OF   MEDICINE. 

fl 
pressor  was  applied  oyer  the  femoral  artery  just  opposite  Poupart*8  ligament, 
and  another  one  about  four  or  five  inches  lower  down.  The  patient  himself, 
a  very  intelligent  man,  changed  the  compressure  about  every  three-quarters 
of  an  hour,  and  felt  a  little  discomfort  from  its  application.  By  half-past 
three^  on  the  follounng  day^  twenty  eight  hours  after  the  first  application  of 
the  compressor  ^  all  pulsation  in  the  tumor  had  ceased" 

Is  it  not  very  probable  that  thie  cure  in  this  case  was  expedited  by 
the  previous  flexion  of  the  leg?  And  would  not  the  obstruction  on 
the  distal  side  of  the  aneurism  have  been  much  greater,  had  Sir  Henry 
adopted  the  process  of  manipulation?  For  the  benefit  of  those  still 
unacquainted  with  this  method,  we  make  the  following  extract  from 
the  paper  of  this  distinguished  surgeon,  published  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  Eoyal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  of  London,  vol.  xl,  1857. 
The  patient  had  subclavian  aneurism.  '*  The  patient  was  seated  in  a 
chair;  and  I  placed  the  flat  end  of  the  thumb  on  the  aneurism  tumor, 
so  as  to  cover  the  prominence.  I  then  pressed,  until  all  the  fluid  blood 
had  passed  from  the  sac,  and  I  could  feel  that  the  upper  side  of  the 
aneurism  was  pressed  against  the  lower.  I  now  gave  a  rubbing  motion 
to  the  thumb,  and  felt  a  friction  of  surfaces  within  the  flattened  mass. 
The  movements  were  little  more  than  momentary,  but  they  were  such 
as  I  had  pre-conceived."  Giddiness  and  mental  confusion  immediately 
followed,  and  for  a  time,  it  is  stated,  that  the  patient  was  unable  to  stand. 
These  symptoms,  together  with  a  cessation  of  the  pulsation  in  the  arte- 
ries of  the  arm,  proved  conclusively  that  some  of  the  layers  of  the 
fibrin  had  been  carried  into  the  artery  on  the  distal  side  of  the  aneurism. 
We  resorted  to  this  method  of  producing  obstruction  on  the  distal  side 
of  the  tumor,  as  long  ago  as  1857,  as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the 
Western  Lancet,  June  of  that  year,  in  which  a  case  of  femoral  aneurism, 
treated  not  only  by  manipulation  but  by  compression,  was  followed  by 
the  most  brilliant  results.  The  chief  points  of  this  case,  as  reported 
by  Dr.  N.  J.  Sawyer,  (at  that  time  resident  physician  of  the  Commer- 
cial Hospital,  Cincinnati,)  have  been  copied  into  Holmes^  System  of 
Surgery,  vol.  iii,  page  431 ;  also,  into  the  Nouveau  Dictionnaire  de  Med, 
et  de  Chir.  Pratiq.,  now  in  publication  in  Paris. 

We  claim  that  we  were  the  first  to  make  known  through  the  med- 
ical press,  Sir  William's  views  in  reference  to  this  method  of  treating 
certain  cases  of  aneurism.  During  our  attendance  on  his  lectures  at 
King's  College  Hospital,  in  1846,  we  heard  him  state  that  this  idea  was 
suggested  to  him  in  consequence  of  the  dislodgment  of  the  layers  of 
fibrin  in  aneurism,  (subclavian,)  by  the  movements  of  the  patient's 
arms  as  in  swimming.     A  cure  was  the  result,  and  hence  the  practice 
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irhicli  has  been  carried  out  as  yet,  but  in  a  limited  number  of  cases. 
Id  our  correspondence  for  the  American  JourncU  of  Medical  Sciences, 
April,  1847,  may  be  found  our  account  of  what  we  heard  upon  this 
sabject  in  the  lecture  to  which  we  have  already  referred. 


A   SINGULAR  CASE   OF  POISONING. 


BT  DR.  W.  HOBBS,  GABTHAQB,  IND. 


Daring  the  first  week  of  May,  1868,  Mrs.  L ,  of  this  place, 

▼isited  her  friends  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  taking  with  her  her  infant  son, 
a  hal)e  about  twelve  months  old,  who  was  still  nursing  On  the  eighth 
«f  the  month,  her  child  was  taken  with  convulsions,  which  contin- 
ued at  interrals  for  two  or  three  days.  The  case  was  under  the  care 
«f  a  "little  piir'  doctor  in  Dayton,  and  I  have  not  learned  his  opinion 
d  the  pathology  of  the  case,  or  the  treatment  which  he  used.  I  sup- 
pose, however,  there  was  very  little  of  either.  The  child  was  so  seri- 
OQslj  sick,  however,  that  the  father  was  sent  for,  but  in  a  few  days  he 
was  BO  much  better  that  the  family  came  home,  of  course  bringing  the 
babe. 

A  short  time  afterward,  I  was  consulted  by  the  father,  to  know 
vbether  it  might  not  be  feared  that  this  attack  of  his  child  was  the 
beginning  of  habitual  epilepsy.  My  reply  was,  that  children  often 
baye  such  attacks  from  intestinal  irritation,  and,  such  as  this  one,  with 
large  head  and  predominant  nervous  temperament,  were  peculiarly 
liable  to  them  during  the  summer  months.  He  said  his  wife  was  set- 
tled in  the  opinion  that  her  child  had  epilepsy,  and  she  would  expect 
a  return  of  the  spasms  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  child  was  hearty  and  grew  well,  until  the  morning  of  the  8th 
«f  June,  when  it  was  suddenly  taken  with  sick  stomach,  a  foul,  foetid 
diarrhoea,  and  after  a  few  discharges,  was  again  seized  with  convul- 
sions.   Dr.  P was  first  called  to  the  case,  but  in  the  evening  of 

ihe  same  day  I  was  called  in  counsel,  and  afterward  retained  the  man- 
agement of  it.  The  convulsions  occurred  at  intervals  of  three  or 
four  hours  for  two  days.  Few  of  them  continued  more  than  twenty  or 
tbirty  seconds,  and  after  half  an  hour's  stupor,  consciousness  was  f\illy 
Testored.     During  the  whole  attack,  a  high  state  of  intestinal  irritation 
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was  maintained,  and  I  could  not  otherwise  conclude  than  that  the  con- 
Yulsions  were  reflex  actions  from  this  cause. 

After  a  few  days,  he  was  apparently  well  again,  and  so  continued 
until  the  10th  of  July,  when  the  convulsions  again  returned,  preceded 
and  accompanied  by  the  same  symptoms  as  before.  This  regular  peri- 
odicity perplexed  me  very  greatly  and  thoroughly  confirmed  the  parents 
of  their  child  in  the  fears  of  established  epilepsy.  There  being,  how- 
ever, no  reason  why  I  should  change  my  views  of  the  pathology  of  the 
case,  I  could  but  insist  upon  my  opinion,  against  theirs,  and  await  fur- 
ther developments. 

In  a  few  days,  the  patient  was  better  again,  and  continued  well  for 
some  weeks.  The  mother  told  me  that  about  the  10th  or  12th  of 
August,  he  would  have  "fits"  again;  and,  sure  enough,  on  the  12th  of 
that  month,  the  worst  attack  of  all  made  its  appearance,  preceded  and 
accompanied  by  the  same  symptoms  as  before.  This  greatly  added  to 
my  perplexity — it  was  the  fourth  attack,  and  the  three  intervals  were 
just  one  month  and  two  days  each.  How  could  this  be  explained? 
The  convulsions  could  be  easily  accounted  for,  by  the  intestinal  irrita- 
tion, but  what  irritant  could  act  thus  punctually  at  exact  periods? 
That  was  the  great  question.  The  child  was  nursing  and  taking  about 
the  usual  amount  of  other  food  for  one  of  his  age.  I  had  before 
ordered  special  care  given  to  his  diet,  about  the  occurrence  of  these 
periods,  when  only  milk,  starch,  and  animal  broths  weie  allowed  him, 
besides  the  breast.  The  mother  was  in  good  health — the  state  of  his 
dentition  was  no  cause  of  disease. 

In  my  perplexity,  I  inquired  of  the  mother  by  what  rule  she  had 
predicted  the  occurrence  of  the  paroxysms.  She  replied  that  she  did 
it  by  the  phases  of  the  moon — that  the  interval  was  one  lunar  month  and 
halfway  to  a  change.  This  suggested  to  my  mind,  an  inquiry  into  her 
own  catamenial  periodicity.  I  found  that  she  had  been  menstruating 
regularly  since  her  babe  was  a  few  months  old — that  she  became  ^^un- 
welly**  at  Dayton,  while  her  babe  was  siclc,  and  that  since  then,  in  June, 
July  and  August,  the  sickness  of  her  babe  at  each  attack,  preceded  her 
flux  but  a  day  or  two. 

My  perplexities  were  now  at  an  end,  and  I  saw  clearly,  that  the 
periodic  functional  changes  in  the  reproductive  organs  of  the  mother, 
so  altered  the  chemical  constitution  of  her  milk,  that  it,  at  a  certain 
period,  became  poisonous  to  her  child,  and  by  its  irritating  qualities, 
BO  afiected  the  intestinal  canal  of  my  patient,  as  to  produce  the  train 
of  symptoms  observed  in  these  attacks. 
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This  was  about  the  middle  of  August,  and  a  very  serious  epi'demio 
of  ^' bowel  complaint"  was  prevailing  among  the  cbildren  in  tbis  part  of 
the  country,  but  notwithstanding  this  fact,  I  ordered  the  child  weaned 
at  once.  This  order  the  mother  carried  into  execution,  but  still  she 
could  not  quite  shake  off  her  fears  of  epilepsy.  During  the  remainder 
of  August  and  the  whole  of  September,  we  courageously  fought  death 
at  the  door,  through  the  whole  range  of  drugs  and  diet,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, we  gained  the  victory. 

My  little  patient  is  now  fat  and  hearty,  and  has  had  no  spasms  since 
the  12th  of  August  attack  above  mentioned.  The  bowel  troubles  which 
followed  the  weaning,  made  little  or  no  impression  on  the  nervous 
centres. 

This  case  has  been  one  of  peculiar  interest  to  me,  and  as  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  seen  a  similar  one  reported,  I  thought  it  worth  the 
notice  of  the  profession. 

With  others,  I  have  often  seen  instances  in  which  the  mother's 
milk  became  unhealthy  af1:er  the  establishment  of  the  menstrual  flow, 
so  that  the  child  had  to  be  weaned ;  but  this  case  differs  from  such,  in 
the  fact  that  the  milk  was  healthy  and  nutritious  up  to  a  certain  period, 
which  was  within  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  of  the  commencement 
of  the  ''flow,"  when  it  quickly  changed  its  qualities,  and  became  pow- 
erfdlly  irritating  and  poisonous.  These  qualities  it  certainly  retained 
but  a  very  short  time,  perhaps  not  longer  than  until  the  '^flow"  began, 
if  even  so  long,  as  the  convulsions  of  the  child  and  the  intestinal  irri- 
tation which  caused  them,  continued  but  a  short  time,  if  at  all,  after 
the  ''flow"  was  established.  Indeed,  I  can  not  see  that  the  irritation 
in  either  attack  which  came  under  my  notice,  continued  longer  than 
might  have  been  expected  as  the  effect  of  a  single  portion  of  irritant 
poison  taken  into  the  stomach.  That  the  milk  was  suddenly  changed 
from  a  nutrient  to  a  poison,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  child  was  well 
nourished  to  a  certain  period,  when  it  became  as  suddenly  sick  as  though 
it  had  taken  arsenic,  or  almost  any  of  the  mineral  poisons.  That  this 
quality  of  the  milk  did  not  long  continue,  is  further  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  child  nursed  often  during  his  sickness,  a  portion  of  which  was 
retained  in  the  stomach.  Eepeated  doses  of  so  virulent  a  poison,  would 
certainly  have  destroyed  the  patient,  or  maintained  the  irritation  for  a 
longer  period.  Will  some  kind  chemist  tell  us  what  this  poison  was» 
and  by  what  process  it  was  formed  in  the  vital  laboratory? 
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CASE  OF  PERFORATION  OF  THE  INTESTINE  IN  TYPHOID 
FEVER— DEATH.  

BY  A.  G.  CRAIQ,  M.  D.,  GHENT,  KY. 


Cases  of  perforation  of  tlie  small,  and  occasionally  of  the  large 
intestine,  in  typhoid  fever,  are  not  very  rare,  and  yet  not  of  as  fre- 
quent occurrence  as  some  writers  would  lead  us  to  believe.  I  have 
known  but  few  physicians  who  have  met  with  this  accident  in  their 
practice,  and  during  my  term  of  service  as  an  interne  of  the  Commer- 
cial, now  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  a 
single  case.  Of  two  hundred  and  five  fatal  cases  of  typhoid  fever  col- 
lected and  analyzed  by  Bristowe,  Murchison,  Louis,  Pfeufer  of  Munich, 
together  with  the  records  of  the  London  Fever  Hospital,  perforation 
occurred  in  forty-three,  the  proportion  being  a  fraction  under  one- 
fifth.  The  following  brief  report  of  a  case,  occurring  in  my  practice, 
may  not  prove  uninteresting  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal: 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  August,  1868,  I  was  called  in  con- 
sultation to  see  a  little  girl  whom  I  found  with  congestion  of  the  brain. 
The  case  terminated  fatally  on  the  following  day.  Her  little  brother, 
aged  about  ten  years,  had  typhoid  fever,  but  was  at  that  time,  conva- 
lescent, though  there  were  marked  tympanitos  and  great  tenderness 
on  pressure  over  the  whole  abdomen.  I  was  requested  to  attend  the 
patient  until  he  had  entirely  recovered.  Hygienic  and  supporting 
measures,  such  as  fresh  air,  rice-water,  wine-whey,  beef-essence,  etc., 
together  with  small  doses  of  turpentine  emulsion,  formed  the  most 
important  part  of  the  treatment.  About  nine  o'clock,  on  the  evening 
of  the  30th  of  August,  I  called  to  see  my  patient;  I  found  him  cheer- 
ful, disposed  to  talk,  and  seemed  to  be  doing  as  well  as  I  could  expect, 
except  there  was  enormous  distension  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  tender- 
ness on  pressure,  had  considerably  increased  since  the  day  previous. 
His  skin  was  moist;  pulse  103,  and  moderately  full;  breathing  tran- 
quil; tongue  moist,  and  gradually  cleaning;  some  appetite;  very  little 
thirst;  bowels  inclined  to  be  loose;  urine  scanty  and  high  colored; 
deeuhituB  dorgaL  After  congratulating  the  parents  at  the  prospect  of  a 
speedy  recovery,  I  took  my  departure.  At  two  o'clock  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  I  was  summoned  to  the  bedside  of  my  patient.  I  found 
him  in  a  state  of  collapse.  His  pulse  had  ceased  to  beat;  his  counte- 
nance had  assumed  a  ghastly,  hippocratic  aspect;  his  extremities  were 
cool,  and  the  whole  surface  was  bathed  in  clammy  sweat;  he  was  mori- 
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bond.  His  father  informed  me  tbat  at  about  ten  o'clock  lie  heard  a 
gmgling  in  the  bowels,  which  probably  was  caused  by  the  escape  of 
the  liquid  contents,  and  that  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  he  was  sud- 
denly seized  with  severe  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  vomited  freely  and 
frequently.  His  pulse  soon  became  quick,  and  fluttering,  and  scarcely 
perceptible,  and  he  rapidly  sank  into  a  state  of  unconsciousness.  Death 
took  place  at  daylight. 

The  practitioner  can  not  be  too  guarded  in  giving  an  opinion  as  to 
the  probable  termination  of  a  case  of  typhoid  fever.  Perforation 
occurs  oftener  in  the  mild  than  in  the  aggravated  cases  of  the  disease, 
tod  the  severity  of  the  fever  does  not  correspond  with  the  amount  of 
the  intestinal  lesions.  After  perforation  has  taken  place,  the  case  is 
hopeless,  though  life  is  sometimes  prolonged  for  several  days. 


REPORT  OF  A  CASE  OF  STRANGULATED  HERNIA— OPE- 
RATION, &C.  

BY  J.   B.^WEI8T,   M.   D.,   RICHMOND,   IND. 


On  the  evening  of  September  22,  1868,  I  was  requested  to  see  Mr. 
R.  Lyon,  at  Millville,  Henry  county,  Indiana,  who  was  said  to  have 
strangulated  hernia. 

On  my  arrival,  about  midnight,  I  found  the  patient  to  be  a  thin, 
^re  man,  weighing  about  one-hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  thir- 
ty-two years  of  age,  who  gave  me  the  following  history  of  his  case: 
"  Have  had  a  small  inguinal  hernia  on  the  right  side  for  about  thirty 
years,  which  has  always  been  reducible  until  within  the  last  year.  The 
bemia  has  never  given  me  trouble,  and  I  have  never  worn  a  truss. 
On  the  eighth  of  September,  I  fell  from  a  fence,  and  was  immediately 
afterward  seized  with  severe  pain  in  the  region  of  my  hernia.  On  ex- 
amination I  found  the  protrusion  greater  than  ever  before.  I  made  an 
effort  to  reduce  it,  but  failed  to  accomplish  reduction.  The  pain  grew 
rapidly  worse,  and  extended  over  the  entire  abdomen.  I  sent  for  Dr. 
Ouisinger,  who  gave  me  chloroform  and  tried  to  reduce  the  hernia,  with- 
out success.  He  then  gave  me  a  large  quantity  of  morphine,  from 
which  I  received  some  relief.  The  next  day  Dr.  Ouisinger  sent  for  Dr. 
Jones,  of  Anderson.  On  his  arrival,  they  gave  me  chloroform  again, 
and  tried  to  return  the  bowel,  but  failed  as  before.     Dr.  Ouisinger  con- 
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tinued  to  treat  me,  principally  with  opiates  and  fomentations  to  the 
bowels,  until  yesterday,  when  I  came  on  the  cars — twenty-seven  miles 
— ^intending  to  go  to  Cincinnati  and  consult  Prof.  Blackman,  as  I  was 
convinced  that  nothing  short  of  an  operation  would  give  me  relief;  but 
the  tenderness  and  pain  in  the  tumor  and  abdomen  became  so  great 
that  I  could  go  no  further.  I  walked  half  a  mile  to  the  depot,  and 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  cars  here.  While  Dr.  G.  treated  me,  I 
had  several  black  discharges  from  the  bowels  after  taking  salts.  Vom- 
ited a  great  deal  for  the  first  two  or  three  days  after  I  was  hurt,  and 
but  little  since,  until  I  came  here.  The  vomiting  has  not  been  so  bad 
to-day  as  it  was  soon  after  I  was  hurt.  Since  I  came  home  no  physi- 
cian has  seen  me,  as  there  is  no  one  here  whom  I  could  trust  in  a  case 
of  this  kind." 

The  patient  seemed  to  be  well  posted  on  the  subject  of  hernia,  and 
on  my  expressing  some  surprise  at  this,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  at 
one  time  studied  medicine. 

(The  above  is  the  only  history  obti^nable  of  the  case  at  the  time ; 

but  some  ten  days  after,  I  received  from  Dr.  Guisinger  the  following 

letter  in  answer  to  one  of  inquiry  from  myself,  which  I  here  insert,  in 

order  to  render  more  complete  the  history  of  the  case  prior  to  the  time 

of  my  seeing  it)  : 

Florida,  Indiana,  October  2,  1868. 

Dr.  Wbist — Sir :  I  received  your  note  and  will  cheerfully  comply  with 
your  request. 

"Dr.  Lyon  came  to  this  settlement  on  September  8tb,  cat  an  over-gorge 
of  peaches,  fell  off  the  fence  and  got  hurt.  I  was  called  in  the  night  to  see 
him ;  found  him  laboring  under  all  the  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia.  He 
was  suffering  with  a  feeling  of  stricture  across  the  bowels,  and  very  sick, 
with  stercoraceous  vomiting,  complaining  more  of  his  bowels  than  any  case 
I  had  ever  seen  in  twenty  five  years'  practice.  I  gave  him  a  heavy  portion 
of  morphine,  and  sent  for  my  chloroform.    After  the  messenger  returned,  I 

Eut  him  under  a  partial  influence,  and  mode  use  of  the  taxis  to  reduce  the 
ernia.  After  working  with  him  about  two  hours,  using  all  the  precaution 
I  could,  the  bowel  gave  evidence  of  returning,  by  a  distinct  gurgling  noise 
at  two  different  times,  but  to  my  mortification,  there  appeared  to  be  a  some- 
thing in  the  ^ac  that  I  could  not  reduce.  As  his  vomiting  subsided  and  he 
appeared  to  be  pretty  comfortable,  I  gave  him  an  opiate  and  left  him  until 
morning. 

In  the  morning,  I  found  him  pretty  comfortable.  He  had  slept  well 
through  the  night  The  hernia  had  returned  as  large  as  when  I  first  saw 
him.  I  sent  for  Dr.  Jones,  of  Anderson.  When  he  came,  we  put  the  patient 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  reduced  the  hernia  as  before.  We 
both  concluded  from  his  symptoms,  that  the  strangulation  was  overcome,  and 
that  the  sac  contained  old  adhesions  of  long  standing,  as  the  history  he  gave 
us  was,  that  it  had  not  been  any  more  reduced  for  years.  We  ordered  an 
injection.  When  I  returned  on  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  I  found  him  in 
Tather  a  precarious  condition.  He  had  slept  well  and  had  his  rectum  un- 
loaded ;  but  he  had  a  dry  skin  and  a  bad  pulse.    I  gave  him  calomel,  ipecac 
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and  opiam,  and  ordered  fomentations.  When  I  saw  him  in  the  evening,  he 
tppeared  smart,  skin  moist,  pulse  eighty-five,  and  no  pain  except  over  the  ab- 
domen I  ordered  senna  ana  salts,  which  moved  his  Dowels  four  times  during 
the  night— each  time  freely — matter  very  dark  and  faecal.  I  continued  the 
treatment,  with  the  addition  of  quinine.  The  next  day  when  I  called  to  see 
him,  he  had  got  up,  dressed  himself  and  was  out  of  doors.  After  reprimand- 
ing him  for  his  indiscretion,  I  left  him  medicine,  with  the  promise  of  seeing 
him  again  in  the  evening.  When  I  saw  him  in  the  evening,  he  appeared 
vorse  than  he  h  ad  been  at  anv  time.  His  bowels  became  tympanitic,  pulse  one 
handred  and  fifteen,  and  all  the  symptoms  of  peritonitis.  I  continued  the 
cabmel,  ipecac  and  opium,  with  fomentations,  until  the  eighteenth,  when  I 
ditmissed  him,  thinking  he  would  get  along  if  he  observed  the  proper  care; 
but  in  a  few  days  he  walked  to  the  station,  got  his  ticket  and  left  for  home. 
"The  ease  is  a  very  interesting  one.  When  I  dismissed  him,  he  appeared 
TSij  smart — slightly  under  the  influence  of  the  calomel — ^appetite  good  and 
wia  cheerful  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  adhesions  were  of  long  stand- 
ioj^  He  never  complained  of  any  soreness  of  the  sac.  Are  you  not  mis- 
taken in  regard  to  gangrene  of  the  bowels?  Please  inform  me  of  the  result, 
ete.  Very  respectfully,  J.  S.  Guisinger.'* 

On  examination  of  the  patient,  I  found  the  face  presenting  the 
hippocratic  aspect;  the  skin  moist^  tonguevery  dry  and  shining;  pulse 
one  hundred  and  thirty  and  very  small ;  the  abdomen  tympanitic  and 
intolerant  of  pressure;  on  the  right  side  there  existed  a  hernial  pro- 
tofiion,  extending  from  opposite  the  internal  abdominal  ring,  into  the 
upper  part  of  the  scrotum,  of  about  four  inches  in  length  by  two  inches 
in  width  at  the  widest  part;  just  below  the  middle  of  the  swelling  was 
i  Blight  depression,  about  half  an  inch  in  width,  extending  transversely 
over  it;  at  the  upper  end  of  the  tumor,  percussion  elicited  a  tympan- 
itic Bound— elsewhere,  the  sound  was  dull ;  everywhere^  except  at  the 
npper  portion,  the  swelling  had  a  feeling  of  solidity,  such  as  I  have 
never  before  met  with  in  a  case  of  hernia — this  was  particularly  marked, 
It  and  below  the  depression  above  described;  the  entire  tumor  was 
Tery  tender ;  during  the  preceding  twelve  hours,  there  had  been  some 
itercoraceous  matter  ejected  from  the  stomach — this,  however,  had 
not  been  a  marked  symptom ;  bowels  had  not  been  opened  since  his 
Tetnm  home. 

This  examination  satisfied  me  that  strangulation  of  the  bowel  ex- 
ited, and  that  there  was  present,  adhesion  of  the  bowel  to  the  sao,  of 
Bnck  character  as  to  render  a  return  of  the  bowel  within  the  abdom- 
innl  cavity  by  the  taxis,  impossible,  even  were  it  advisable  to  do  so. 
Yet,  it  was  clearly  evident  that  death  was  impending,  and  that  if  any- 
thing was  undertaken  for  the  relief  the  patient,  it  must  not  be  delayed. 

The  patient  and  his  friends  were  informed  of  the  difficulties  in  the 
cue,  and  that  an  operation  gave  him  the  only  chance  for  his  life,  and 
that  the  result  of  even  this  was  doubtful ;  that  at  best  it  would  likely 
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entail  on  him  the  inconyenience  of  an  intestinal  fistula,  for  a  time  at 
least.  After  hearing  my  statements,  both  patient  and  friends  decided 
that  the  operation  should  be  done.  The  patient  had  previously  decided, 
that  without  an  operation,  he  must  die. 

An  operation  having  been  determined  on,  a  new  difficulty  presented. 
The  only  physicians  in  the  town  were  two  young  irregulars.  The  pa- 
tient at  once  vetoed  the  suggestion  of  his  friends  that  they  be  sent  for 
to  assist.  I,  of  course,  heartily  endorsed  his  decision.  The  nearest 
regular  physicians  were  six  miles  distant — the  night  was  very  dark  and 
the  roads  bad.  To  send,  therefore,  for  them,  would  cause  a  delay  that 
I  felt  might  be  fatal  to  my  patient.  So,  in  compliance  with  my  own 
sense  of  duty,  and  the  urgent  desire  of  patient  and  friends,  I  deter- 
mined to  proceed  at  once  with  the  operation. 

Selecting  three  assistants  from  the  persons  present,  the  room  was 
cleared,  a  table  prepared  and  three  or  four  kerosene  lamps  lighted.  It 
was  now  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  is  needless,  perhaps,  to  say 
that  I  duly  appreciated  the  responsibility  of  my  position. 

The  patient  was  placed  on  the  table  and  the  parts  shaved,  after 
which,  I  administered  chloroform.  When  well  under  the  influence,  the 
anaBsthetic  was  entrusted  to  my  most  intelligent  assistant. 

The  operation  was  performed  in  the  usual  manner.  After  the  skin 
was  divided,  the  coverings  were  carefully  raised,  one  after  the  other, 
and  divided  on  the  director.  Six  or  seven  layers  were  thus  raised  and 
divided.  The  sac  was  opened  to  the  extent  of  about  an  inch  in  its 
upper  portion.  An  examination  of  the  parts  now  disclosed  that  a 
small  portion  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  bowel  at  this  point,  was 
gangrenous;  the  stricture  was  found  to  be  at  the  internal  ring;  this 
was  divided  in  the  usual  way  without  difficulty.  An  exploration  of  the 
interior  of  the  sac  was  then  made  with  the  finger.  This  examination 
was  scarcely  commenced,  when  the  bowel  gave  way  at  the  gangrenous 
portion,  permitting  the  escape  of,  at  first,  a  small  amount  of  gas,  then 
of  about  half  a  pint  of  matter,  looking  precisely  like  pus,  and  without 
fsecal  odor ;  after  this,  some  fsdcal  matter,  having  a  darbcolor  and  a  most 
villainous  smell,  escaped.  Further  examination  made  evident  the  fact, 
that  from  a  point  just  below  the  opening  in  the  sac,  sac  and  bowel  were 
everywhere  adherent.  The  adhesions  could  be  easily  broken  up  down 
to  a  point  corresponding  to  the  constriction  noticed  on  the  exterior  of  the 
swelling.  At  this  point  they  were  so  firm  that  they  could  not  be  broken 
up  without  endangering  the  integrity  of  the  bowel,  consequently  they 
were  not  interfered  with.     The  opening  in  the  bowel  was  now  enlarged 
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hj  picking  away  its  softened  stmctore  with  the  thumb  and  finger.  T^e 
finger  was  then  inserted  into  the  bowel  and  passed  down  to  the  point 
of  eonstraction,  in  order  to  determine  if  its  caliber  at  that  point  was 
BerioQslj  encroached  upon — this  was  found  not  to  be  the  case.  The 
finger  was  next  passed  into  the  upper  portion  of  the  bowel  as  far  as 
the  internal  ring,  in  order  to  assure  myself  that  the  stricture  had  been 
sufficiently  divided.     No  omentum  was  detected  in  the  sac. 

Not  more  than  half  an  ounce  of  blood  was  lost  during  the  opera- 
tion. This  small  amount  came  almost  entirely  from  the  divided  super- 
ficial external  pudic  artery.  The  bleeding  was  easily  arrested  by 
torsion. 

The  opening  in  the  intestine  being  in  direct  relation  with  the  ex- 
ternal wound,  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  use  of  sutures  to  retain  it 
in  proper  position.  Two  silver  sutures  were  placed  in  the  lower  angle 
of  the  wound  and  one  in  the  upper,  leaving  between  them  an  open, 
external  wound,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length. 

The  parts  having  been  cleansed,  the  patient  was  removed  to  bed, 
having  a  better  pulse  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  operation.  The 
operation  lasted  about  twenty-five  minutes. 

As  soon  as  the  patient  recovered  from  the  e£fects  of  the  chloroform 
— ^which  he  did  promptly — half  a  grain  of  morphine  and  an  ounce  of 
whiskey  were  administered.  As  soon  as  consciousness  was  fully  re- 
stored, he  stated  that  he  felt  greatly  relieved,  and  that  he  now  believed 
that  he  would  get  well. 

I  left  him  at  half-past  five  in  the  morning,  resting  comfortably,  pre- 
▼iooflly  giving  some  directions  for  the  relief  of  a  bad  sore  that  had  formed 
o?er  the  sacrum,  and  ordering  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  morphine  to  be 
given  every  two  hours,  in  case  he  suffered  much  pain,  and  simple  water 
dressing  to  the  wound. 

On  visiting  my  patient  at  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  I  found 
that  he  had  rested  pretty  well  since  I  left  him;  the  portions  of  the 
morphine  had  been  given,  some  nourishment  had  been  taken  during  the 
day;  abdom^  but  little  distended,  and  much  less  tender  than  before 
the  operation ;  wound  looking  well ;  but  little  faecal  matter  had  passed 
the  wound ;  the  bladder  had  been  emptied  naturally.  At  three  o'clock 
on  the  preceding  day — twelve  hours  after  the  operation— flatus  and 
faecal  matter  had  passed  by  the  natural  channel.  At  half-past  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  skin  was  moist,  pulse  eighty,  tongue  moist. 
Left  the  same  directions  as  before. 

At  two  o'clock,  Saturday  morning,  September  26th,  visited  patient 
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again;  found  him  comparatively  comfortable;  there  had  been  but 
little  pain  since  my  last  visit;  no  distension  of  abdomen;  pulse  nine* 
ty;  tongue  dry,  but  was  informed  this  dryness  was  only  present  be* 
twecn  ten  and  three  o'clock  each  night;  fla^tus  and  fsecal  matter  had 
passed  at  intervals  through  wound,  but  an  equal  quantity  had  passed  by 
the  natural  passage ;  the  portions  of  the  WDund  brought  together  had 
united;  the  remainder  showed  healthy  suppuration.  Left  quinine  to 
be  administered  (grs.  xv  within  twenty-four  hours)  and  ordered  light, 
yet  nourishing  diet. 

.  At  one  oclock  p.  M.,  Tuesday  morning,  September  29th,  saw  patient 
again,  and  found  him  doing  well ;  there  had  been  but  little  pain  since 
last  visit;  bowels  had  been  freely  moved  on  Saturday;  but  little  fsecal 
matter  had  passed  by  the  wound  since  Saturday;  pulse  eighty-five; 
tongue  moist,  but  red ;  no  distension  or  tenderness  of  abdomen ;  tumor 
free  from  tenderness;  wound  showed  healthy  granulations.  Left  no 
medicine. 

On  the  second  of  October,  I  learned  by  letter  that  my  patient  "was 
getting  better  fast,  that  his  wound  did  not  discharge  much,"  and  that 
he  had  that  day  been  removed  to  the  poor-house  at  New  Castle,  a  dis- 
tance of  some  seven  miles. 

A  few  days  later  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Ferris  of  New  Castle,  requesting 
him  to  visit  the  patient  and  report  to  me  his  condition.  In  reply,  I 
received  a  letter  from  Dr.  F.,  dated  October  6,  from  which  I  make  the 
following  extracts: 

"I  visited  Dr.  Lyon  to-day,  in  company  with  Dr.  Reed,  the  attending 
physician  of  the  poor-house.  Your  patient  is  doing  remarkably  well  up  to 
this  time,  in  every  respect;  his  pulse  eighty-six,  fall  and  soft;  tongue  red 
and  smooth,  but  not  dry ;  skin  good  condition;  artificial  anas  healed,  and  the 
wound  is  looking  well ;  he  had  two  operations  by  the  natural  anus  last  night 
— they  caused  considerable  pain,  sicxness  of  stomach,  and  some  prostration,  • 
but  he  is  now  feeling  quite  comfortable;  we  ordered  morphine  or  opium  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  keep  his  bowels  quiet  for  four  or  five  days;  the  cold 
water  dressing  to  be  continued;  light,  yet  nourishing  diet  prescribed;  he 
manifested  much  gratitude  for  your  kindness  and  skill  in  his  behalf,  and 
directed  me  to  say  that  he  will  visit  you  as  soon  as  he  is  able.  I  am  informed 
that  his  money  failed  and  that  he  had  to  be  shipped  to  the  poor-house.  He 
will  receive  good  nursing,"  etc. 

Under  date  of  October  17,  Dr.  Ferris  again  writes : 

"For  three  days,  October  5, 6  and  7,  there  was  neither  gas  nor  faecal  mat- 
ter passing  through  the  wound,  and  to  all  appearances,  union  had  taken  place, 
for  during  this  time  he  had  two  or  three  large  evacuations  of  fascal  matter 
from  the  bowels,  by  the  anus;  also,  discharged  gas  freely  by  anus,  but  no 
symptoms  of  any  discharge  through  the  wound  from  the  bowel.  October  8, 
the  superintendent  of  the  poor-house  informed  me  that  he  ate  very  freely  of 
rice,  crackers,  &c. ;  this  seemed  to  fill  up  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  caused 
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fwo  OT  three  alvine  discharges;  ihak  the  patieilt  beeame  impatient  be- 
, erase  he  thoaght  he  was  not  waited  on  as  constantly  as  he  desired;  wonld 
more  himself  about  on  the  bed  and  help  himself  over  the  chamber,  and  that 
daring  these  nnnecessary  and  imprudent  exertions  on  his  part,  the  new 
adhesions  gare  war,  and  some  faecal  matter  and  gas  passed  from  the  bowel 
throagh  the  wound.  The  patient  and  Dr.  Reed,  the  attending  physician,  are 
both  of  the  opinion  that  adhesion  had  taken  place,  and  that  this  was  broken 
up  by  undue  exertion.  Since  that  time,  a  small  ajfrount  of  excrementitious 
matter  has  escaped  from  the  wound,  at  each  stool  In  other  respects,- he  is 
doing  remarkably  well." 

Nothing  more  was  heard  from  the  patient  until  November  25,  when 
he  presented  himself  at  mj  office,  well.  He  reported  that  the  fistula 
elosed  soon  after  the  date  of  Br.  F.s'  letter,  but  opened  twice  afterward, 
ander  circumstances  similar  to  those  narrated  by  Br.  F.  above,  permit- 
ing  the  escape  of  a  small  amount  of  faecal  matter,  but  that  since  five 
weeks  it  has  remained  closed,  during  which  time  the  stools  have  been 
passed  regularly,  and  during  that  time  no  soreness  or  pain  in  the  abdo- 
men has  existed.  On  examination,  a  short,  firmly  contracted  and  de* 
pressed  cicatrix  was  found  marking  the  point  of  operation.  Just  below 
this  cicatrix,  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  scrotum  was  found  a  hard 
globular  swelling  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  in  all 
probability  consisting^of  the  remains  of  the  fold  of  intestine  found  in 
the  sac  at  the  time  of  the  operation.  There  was  no  evidence  that  this 
eommunicated  with  the  intestine  within  the  abdomen.  The  patient's 
genera)  health  was  excellent. 

The  many  points  of  interest  connected  with  this  case,  render  it 
worthy,  in  my  opinion,  of  the  detailed  report  here  given.  The  princi- 
pal of  these  points  are  found — in  the  history  of  the  case  before  falling 
into  my  hands,  in  the  difficulties  met  with  in  the  operation,  and  in  its 
progress  since,  and  especially,  in  the  early  closure  of  the  intestinal  fis- 
tula, and  the  present  condition  of  the  parts ;  but  I  forbear  comment- 
ing on  them. 


PULSATION    IN   THE    THORACIC   WALLS,   AND   AORTIC 
ANEURISM.  

BY   DR.  WM.   CARSON, 
Fhyaician  to  the  Good  Samaritan  Hoipital,  Cincinnati. 


As  the  diagnosis  of  aneurism  and  pulsating  tumors  is  confessedly 
difficult  in  many  instances,  we  give  the  following  case  bearing  on  the 
subject: 

(S) 
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James  Hopwood  was  admitted  into  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  on  De- 
cember Slstj  1867;  a  native  of  Ohio,  aged  twenty-seven  years,  five  feet  ton 
inches  in  height;  wei<i;hs  now  one  handred  and  fifty  pounds,  six  weeks  ago 
weighed  one  handred  and  seventy-six  pounds;  laborer  since  ten  years  of 
age;  had  led  a  wandering  life  and  was  recently  a  deck  hand  on  a  steamboat; 
father  and  mother  living ;  two  brothers  and  two  sisters  had  died— -one  brother 
of  dysentery— -causes  of  death  of  remainder  unknown  to  him;  patient  had 
typhoid  fever  when  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age.  and  rheumatism  be- 
tween two  and  three  years  ago  in  ankles  and  knees;  had  no  pain  or  evidence, 
so  far  as  he  knows,  of  cardiac  trouble  at  that  time ;  the  ordinary  state  of  his 
functions  was  good  up  to  the  date  of  his  present  illness ;  appetite  good ;  bow- 
els regular;  no  cougti,  no  headache,  &o. 

His  account  of  his  present  illnesa  was,  that  six  weeks  ago  he  had 
"taken  cold,"  bad  aching  in  his  bones,  headache  and  fever.  Three 
weeks  ago  he  got  wet  at  work,  and  was  taken  with  pain  in  his  right 
side,  severe  enough  to  prevent  full  inspiration  about  the  nipple ;  codgh 
dry  at  first,  and  then  with  a  slight  expectoration ;  also,  has  headache. 

His  condition,  at  our  first  examination,  was  as  follows :  Is  thin  and 
sallow ;  sits  bent,  usually,  with  an  expression  of  discomfort  in  respira- 
tion; right  pupil  larger  than  the  left;  pain  in  the  track  of  the  fifth 
pair  of  nerves  on  the  right  side  of  the  temple  and  nose,  which  he  says 
is  almost  constant;  digestive  organs  healthy,  with  a  fair  appetite ;  pulse 
one  hundred;  right  radial  pulse  weaker  than  th^  lef%;  systolic  murmur 
very  loud  at  the  base  of  the  heart,  and  transmitted  along  the  carotids 
— ^very  distinct  throughout  the  right  infra-clavicular  region,  diminish- 
ing towards  the  apex ;  the  murmur  was  loudest  at  the  third  intercostal 
space  and  adjoining  the  right  border  of  the  sternum,  where  were  per- 
ceptible a  decided  pulsation,  of  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches  in 
extent,  and  also  a  thrill  on  palpation ;  two  sounds  were  audible  at  the 
point  of  pulsation;  the  second  sound  was  somewhat  obscured  at  the 
base,  but  clear  at  the  apex;  the  apex  beat  was  below  the  sixth  rib, 
though  it  was  by  no  means  strong,  nor  was  there  any  unusual  heaving 
impulse ;  we  could  not  detect  any  difference  in  time  between  pulsation 
at  apex  and  the  aneurismal  thrill,  nor  between  the  radial  pulse  and  it. 
After  several  examinations  with  reference  to  the  point,  we  thought  we 
could  discover  that  from  the  point  of  pulsation  and  thrill,  towards  the 
apex  beat,  there  was  a  space  where  the  intensity  of  the  sound  was  di- 
minished, followed  by  an  increase  as  we  carried  our  stethoscope  towards 
the  apex  beat;  a  condition  which  encouraged  the  idea  of  two  centres 
of  pulsation. 

Percussion  over  the  right  infra-clavicular  and  upper  part  of  superior 
mammary  regions,  was  decidedly  dull ;  respiration  thirty-two ,  auscul- 
tition  showed  feeble  respiration,  but  generally  in  the  infra-clavicular 
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region,  harsh  rather  than  bronchial  at  a  few  points.  Once  or  twice 
there  was  heard  a  slight  creaking  sound ;  slight  sinking  under  right 
claTiele. 

January  10. — General  condition  and  the  thoracic  symptoms  much 
the  same ;  has  had  a  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  amounting  to  a  half 
pint  of  pure  unmixed  blood ;  rather  more  cough ;  still  speaks  of  pain 
on  right  side  of  face ;  in  about  half  of  frequent  examinations  of  the 
ndial  pulses,  there  was  no  difference  perceptible ;  the  inequality  of  the 
pupils  remains  more  constantly  than  the  inequality  of  the  radial  puls- 
ations; the  pulsation  and  thrill  in  the  intercostal  space,  are  as  when  he 
entered  the  hospital. 

January  20. — Has  had  another  hoemoptysis,  but  much  smaller  than 
the  first;  his  sputa  are  still  tinged;  sits  very  much  bent,  and  respira- 
tion difficult;  appetite  good;  sleeps  tolerably  well. 

Subsequently  to  this,  the  progress  of  the  case  was  marked  by 
nothing  unusual,  until  a  month  before  his  death,  when  evidences  of 
disorganization  of  the  right  lung  supervened  in  increased  cough  and 
expectoration,  and  physical  signs  of  second  stage  of  turberculization. 
Eight  days  before  his  death,  the  pulsation  in  the  intercostal  space  was 
Dot  visible,  a  change  which  we  attributed  to  the  formation  of  a  cavity 
in  the  right  lung,  and  consequent  recession  of  the  pulsation  from  its 
superficial  position.  For  five  days  he  was  unable  to  lie  down,  and  fre- 
quently during  that  time,  he  had  a  peculiar  laryngeal  spasm.  He  died 
March  23d.     Autopsy  nineteen  hours  after  death.* 

Deceased  was  pretty  well  developed  physically,  btft  had  become 
.somewhat  emaciated. 

Nothing  abnormal  in  external  appearance  of  thorax  and  abdomen. 
On  opening  the  abdominal  cavity,  a  singular  derangement  in  the 
position  of  the  colon  was  disclosed:  the  transverse  colon  running  per- 
pendicularly in  the  mesial  line  to  within  three  inches  of  the  pubes. 

Stomach — Epithelium  normal,  except  in  some  places  where  the  con- 
ical appearance,  known  as  mammillated,  was  found;  some  degree  of 
TCDOUB  congestion  in  the  sub-mucous  coat  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
greater  curvature. 

Liver — Enlarged,  and  old  peritoneal  adhesions  were  found  on  left 
lobe;  its  capsule  was  easily  detached,  and  its  substance  presented  a 
very  granular  appearance. 

Spleen — Splenic  pulp  rather  paler  and  slightly  firmer  than  normal ; 
malpighian  bodies  were  visible  upon  close  inspection;  numerous  old 
adhesions  also  found. 

*By  Prof.  Bartholow. 
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Kidney — Pale  in  color;  cortical  portion  in  a  more  than  normal  pro- 
portion. 

Lungi — ^One  large  abscess  found  in  superior  lobe  of  the  right  lung 
and  numerous  smaller  abscesses  scattered  thoughout  the  pulmonary 
tissue. 

Heart  and  Aorta — Ascending  aorta  distended  into  a  pouch-like 
form,  with  walls  very  thin  and  distensible ;  aortic  orifice  much  narrowed, 
its  yalves  incompetent  and  calcareous  deposits  upon  them;  calcareous 
deposits  also  on  the  posterior  segment  of  the  mitral  valve ;  semilunar 
valves  of  the  pulmonary  artery  competent  and  no  deposit  upon  them; 
tricuspid  valves  not  competent;  orifice  excessive  in  size;  no  calcareous 
deposit  on  valves ;  a  mass  of  enlarged  bronchial  glands  was  found  be- 
hind the  aorta  and  pressing  against  the  posterior  part  of  the  ascend- 
ing portion. 

Brain — Some  fluid  eiFusions  found  in  the  sub-arachnoid  space;  su- 
perficial veins  of  the  brain  all  congested  and  full  of  blood,  which  con- 
dition arose  from  the  obstruction  to  the  return  of  the  venous  blood. 

Our  diagnosis  was  aortic  aneurism  for  the  following  reasons :  There 
was  a  co-existence  o^^  First — Pulsation  and  thrill  at  third  intercostal 
space,  though  without  any  projecting  tumor.  The  murmur  was  unusu- 
ally loud  and  rough  at  that  point,  and  very  distinct  over  right  infra-cla- 
vicular region.  Second-^^QeWe  respiration  throughout  the  summit  of 
right  lung,  and  dullness,  which  we  supposed  might  be  due  to  pressure. 
Third — Inequality  in  radial  pulses  and  in  the  pupil's,  was  often  ob- 
served. Fourth — Hemorrhages  at  different  times,  which  are  accompa- 
niments of  aortic  aneurism,  where  communication  with  the  bronchi  ha8 
taken  place.  Fifth — Generally  dyspnoea — not  paroxysmal,  however — 
but  towards  the  last,  the  peculiar  spasmodic  breathing  alluded  to  above. 
Sixth — The  pain  in  the  temple  and  face,  referable  as  we  thought,  to  an 
indirect  implication  of  the  fifth.  Seventh — The  recognition  of  two 
centres  of  pulsation,  as  there  seemed  to  be  between  the  apex  beat  of 
the  heart  and  the  abnormal  pulsation  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  a 
minimum  point  to  the  right  and  left  of  which  the  murmur  increased. 

The  post-mortum  explained  most  of  these  points,  as  follows : 

The  pulsation  was  from  an  unusually  superficial  right  auricle — ^an 
illustration,  we  think,  of  Dr.  Qairdner's  view,  that  when  the  right  side 
of  the  heart  is  enlarged  it  becomes  more  superficial  and  the  apex  beat 
less  distinct.  The  unusual  murmur  was  at  and  near  the  aortic  orifice, 
from  the  calcareous  deposit  upon  the  valves  and  the  obstruction  pro- 
duced by  the  mass  of  enlarged  glands,  pressing  against  the  aorta  and 
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turniDg  the  blood  current  still  more  towards  the  anterior  part  of  the 
aorta,  where  there  was  some  thinning  of  the  wall,  but  no  aneurism. 
The  inequality  of  radial  pulses  and  the  pupils,  is  not  explained  by  our 
examination.  The  feeble  respiration  was  owing  to  tubercular  depos- 
its, and  not  aneurismal  pressure.  The  hemorrhages  were  owing  to 
the  same  causes,  and  probably  also  to  the  heart  difficulty.  The  dysp- 
noea must  have  had  the  same  origin,  unless  the  peculiar  laryngeal 
spasm  during  the  last  week,  originated  from  an  implication  of  the  re- 
eurreat  laryngeal  nerve  in  the  enlarged  mass  behind  the  aorta.  Possi- 
bly the  pain  in  the  temple  and  face  originated  in  the  same  way,  though 
oar  examination  was  not  extended  to  that  point.  The  post-mortem 
showed  that  there  were  not  two  centres  of  pulsation — the  absolute  cer- 
tainty of  which  is  one  of,  if  not  the  best,  of  the  evidences  of  aortic 
aneurism  in  the  thorax.  The  disappearance  of  the  pulsation,  was 
probably  due  to  the  fofmation  of  the  large  cavity  in  the  right  lung,  by 
which  a  recession  of  the  auricle  was  allowed. 

This  ease  is  an  unusual  one,  and  we  have  not  found  any  precisely 
like  it  We  here  give,  however,  an  abstract  of  two  cases,  involving 
points  that  arose  in  our  case : 

The  first  is  reported  in  Med.  Chir.  Transac.,  vol.  xl,  page  167.* 
The  patient  had,  for  many  years,  shown  evidences  of  organic  dis- 
ease of  the  heart  in  secondary  troubles  of  circulation  and  respiration. 
When  Dr.  Markham  saw  the  patient,  it  was  within  a  few  days  of  his 
death.  ^'  The  heart  was  felt  beating,  with  an  extensive  heaving  impulse, 
quite  in  the  left  lateral  region  of  the  thorax ;  it  was  also  felt  over  the 
whole  precordial  region,  but  indistinctly  near  the  sternum."  "At  a 
point  about  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches  from  the  right  edge  of  the 
sternum,  and  in  the  fifth  intercostal  space,  a  pulsation  was  observed, 
spchronous  with  the  ventricular  systole.  This  pulsation  was  visible 
along  a  space  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch ;  it  communicated  a  strong 
thrill  to  the  finger  placed  upon  it,  and  likewise  forcibly  raised  the  fin- 
ger. The  stethoscope,  placed  over  it,  transmitted  to  the  ear,  a  loud, 
prolonged,  rough  murmur.  There  was  also  observed  a  loud  bruit  over 
the  whole  precordial  region ;  and  a  slight  impulse  of  the  heart  was  per- 
ceptible at  the  epigastrium.  It  was  evident  that  there  was  great  enlarge- 
ment of  the  heart,  and  valvular  disease.  The  character  of  the  pulsa- 
tion, and  of  the  thrill,  and  of  the  bruit  which  accompanied  it,  naturally 
at  once  suggested  the  idea  of  its  being  aneurismal ;  but  then,  how  could 
the  existence  of  an  aneurism  at  such  a  point,  be  explained? "     ''  On  the 

•Bj  Dr.  W.  O.  Uftrkham,  PhTsiclM  to  St.  Harj^g  Hotpit*!. 
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other  hand,  that  the  pulsation  had  no  origin  from  any  part  of  the  heart 
itself,  seemed  clearly  indicated  from  the  position  of  that  organ,  which 
as  described,  was  felt  beating  quite  in  the  left  lateral  region  of  the 
thorax,  and  by  the  fact,  also,  of  the  clear  percussion  sound  over  the 
sternum.  This  consideration  led  me  to  the  conclusion  very  guardedly 
expressed,  that  the  pulsation  was  aneurismal. 

The  autopsy  showed  enormous  dilatation  of  the  auricles.  "The 
right  auricle  reached  far  away  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  and  occu- 
pied that  portion  of  the  thorax,  beneath  the  parietes,  where  the  pulsa- 
tion had  been  felt.  Hence,  it  became  manifest,  that  the  pulsation,  the 
thrill  and  the  loud  prolonged  bruit,  took  their  origin  from  the  right 
auricle."     There  was  disease  of  the  mitral  and  aortic  valves. 

The  question  came  up  in  my  own  case,  could  such  a  pulsation  and 
thrill  come  from  the  right  auricle?  Dr.  Markam  attributes  them,  in 
his  case,  "to  the  account  of  the  blood  rushing  into  the  auricle  from 
the  venao  cavae,  during  its  diastole,"  and  he  suggests  "that  the  mur- 
mur and  the  thrill  arose  from  the  fact  of  clots  of  fibrin  having  been 
formed  in  the  auricle  at  the  time  I  saw  the  patient,  which  clots  were 
thrown  into  vibration  by  the  blood  flowing  into  the  auricle  from  the 
venaB  cavaa."  This  explanation  would  not  apply  to  our  case,  because  it 
was  continuous  for  months,  and  we  have  another  of  the  murmur  in  the 
existence  of  aortic  valvular  disease  and  pressure  upon  the  blood  current 
by  the  enlarged  glands. 

The  second  case  is  one  given  by  Dr.  Fuller,*  of  a  woman,  aged 
forty-eight,  complaining  of  dropsy,  dyspnoea,  palpitation  and  sickness. 
"She  was  complaining  of  pain  and  pulsation,  referred  to  the  upper  part 
of  the  stomach,  and  to  a  spot  just  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  between 
the  second  and  third  ribs.  Distinct  pulsation  could  be  felt  in  that 
situation  and  there  was  an  imperfectly  defined  tumor.  "Taking  the 
murmur  in  connection  with  the  dullness  on  percussion,  the  distinct  and 
to  some  extent  circumscribed  pulsation  between  the  second  and  third 
ribs  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  and  the  obviously  obstructed  cardiac 
circulation,  all  who  saw  her  inferred  the  presence  of  an  aneurismal  tu- 
mor." Post-mortem  showed  a  mass  of  malignant  disease.  This  mass 
was  pressing  in  some  measure  on  the  heart  itself,  and  also  on  the  large 
vessels ;  and  while  this  pressure  produced  alteration  in  the  form  of  the 
aorta,  which,  weighed  by  abundant  atheromatous  deposits,  gave  rise 
to  the  murmur  so  distinctly  heard,  pulsation  was  communicated  to  the 
malignant  mass  and  thus  was  felt  to  the  right  of  the  sternum."     This 

^Diitimoi  of  the  heart  and  great  blood  tasmIi,  paga  213,  London  Edition, 
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vafi  not  a  case  of  pulsation  of  the  right  auricle,  simulating  aneurism ; 
but  a  loud  murmur  was  produced  by  pressure  of  a  tumor  upon  the 
aorta^  thus  tending  to  confirm  the  impression  of  an  aneurism. 

We  ma  J  here  state  a  remarkable  instance  of  an  aortic  aneurism, 
pulsating  in  the  fiflh  intercostal  space.  It  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Bright,  at  Guy's  Hospital.  Dr.  Sibson,  who  makes  mention  of  it, 
remarks  that  it  is  the  only  instance,  out  of  five  hundred  cases,  that  he 
has  met  with. 


CLINICAL  LECTUKE  ON  A  CASE  OF  DEATH  FROM  CHLO- 
ROFORM.   

BY  DR.   BILLROTH, 
ProfBaior  of  Surgery  at  th«  Tienna  UniTeraity. 


It  is  customary  to  divide  chloroform-narcosis  into  certain  stages, 
bat  these,  both  in  regard  to  the  mode  and  the  rapidity  of  their  sequence, 
yiry  much  in  different  individuals.  In  the  first  stage,  the  patients  are 
usiudly  thrown  into  a  state  of  excitement^  which  chiefly  influences  the 
psychical  and  motory  spheres,  for  I  know  of  no  case  in  which  excite- 
ment of  the  sensitive  nerves  through  chloroform,  has  produced  hyper- 
aesthesia.  In  only  quite  exceptional  cases  are  the  nerves  of  the  senses 
abnormally  excited,  and  subjective  personations  induced.  Commonly, 
the  moU^ry  stimulation  is  so  combined  with  the  psychical,  that  mental 
images  are  conjured  up,  in  consequence  of.  which,  the  individuals  con- 
ceive the  idea  that  they  are  fettered  or  impeded  in  their  actions,  and 
execute  movements  for  their  liberation.  The  physical  stimulus  exhib- 
its itself  in  various  ways  in  different  individuals,  just  as  drunkenness 
vill  render  one  man  quarrelsome  or  violent,  another  loving  and  maud- 
lin, and  a  third  melancholic.  Purely  individual  conditions  thus  exert 
great  influence.  The  motory  effects,  besides  the  struggles  due  to  psych- 
ical influence,  are  chiefly  of  a  spasmodic  character,  exhibiting  them- 
selves in  convulsive  movements  of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities,  and 
especially  of  the  muscles  of  deglutition  and  mastication. 

Anaesthesia  commences  in  this  stage,  but  the  patients  are  usually 
restless,  and  sometimes  so  unmanageable  as  to  require  to  be  restrained 
by  three  or  four  men,  so  that  any  of  the  more  delicate  operations  could 
aot  be  undertaken.  When  I  inhale  chloroform  myself,  I  am  sensible 
at  this  stage,  of  a  tremendous  feeling  of  internal  restlessness,  vibration 
and  beating  at  the  fingers'  ends,  and  of  an  overpowering  sense  of  the 
loss  of  all  capacity  of  will  or  action.  So  little  tractable  are  most  pa- 
tients in  this  stage,  that  we  have  to  carry  them  into  the  next — that  of 
ioUrance,  The  convulsions  cease,  and  there  is  muscular  quietude.  The 
mental  disturbances  continue,  but  they  have  lost  their  connection  with 
the  motory  apparatus.     The  condition  of  dreaming  is  set  up,  and,  just 
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like  in  sleep,  when  the  narcosis  is  slight,  vivacious  images  are  attended 
by  movements;  when  this  is  deep,  all  spontaneous  motion  ceases.  This 
condition  of  deep  sleep  is  the  most  favorable  one  for  operations,  and 
the  one  we  seek  to  maintain. 

To  this,  succeeds  the  paralytic  stage,  in  which  all  traces  of  the  power 
of  movement  have  ceased ;  for  while  during  the  stage  of  tolerance,  reflex 
movements  are  not  infrequently  met  with,  now  there  is  absolute  rest. 
Only  breathing  and  the  heart's  pulsation  continue,  and  if  the  narcosis 
be  too  prolonged,  even  these  will  become  paralyzed.  The  possibility 
of  making  a  practical  use  of  chloroform,  depends  entirely  upon  the  fact 
that  the  muscles  of  the  extremities  and  of  the  trunk  are  first,  and  those 
of  the  heart  and  respiration  last  paralyzed.  This  paralytic  stage  is 
seldom  resorted  to  for  therapeutical  purposes,  and  it  is  so  chiefly  for 
the  reduction  of  old  dislocations  or  the  rupture  of  anchyloses.  Be- 
tween this  paralytic  stage  and  paralysis  of  the  heart,  there  is,  however, 
always  a  large  interval,  the  passage  of  the  one  into  the  other  not  usu- 
ally taking  place  suddenly.  The  cessation  of  respiratory  activity,  is 
announced  first  by  stertor,  and  then  by  irregularity  or  incompleteness 
of  the  respiratory  movements;  and  that  of  the  heart  by  the  gradually 
approaching  feebleness  and  slowness  of  the  pulse — the  respiration  ceas- 
ing prior  to  the  action  of  the  heart. 

The  practical  rules  for  the  employment  of  chloroform,  are  founded 
upon  the  observation  of  these  stages  in  thousands  and  thousands  of 
cases.  Yet  there  are  individuals  who,  standing  apart  from  all  such 
rules,  after  a  few  inhalations  quickly  perish.  It  is  said  of  such,  that 
they  have  an  idiosyncrasy,  as  regards  chloroform.  And  there  is  no 
reason  why  this  should  not  be  the  case,  or  that  all  persons  should  be 
alike  sensible  to  the  action  of  chloroform,  while  the  various  other  nar- 
cotics act  so  differently  on  different  individuals.  Enormous  individual 
differences,  in  fact,  exist  as  to  sensibility  to  the  action  of  poisonous 
substances  employed  as  medicines.  Thus,  I  am  attending  a  lady  in 
whom  one-eighth  or  one-sixteenth  of  a  grain  of  morphia  excites  such 
suffering,  uneasiness  and  vomiting,  that,  in  spite  of  the  severest  pain, 
she  dares  not  take  it ;  and  yet  upon  any  of  us  such  a  dose  would  produce 
scarcely  any  effect.  Another  patient,  for  whom  a  mixture  of  half  a 
drachm  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  six  ounces  of  water  was  ordered,  after 
every  spoonful  was  seized  with  aphonia  and  a  splitting  headache,  and 
when  I  persuaded  her  to  continue  the  medicine,  after  a  few  spoonfuls 
the  entire  head  became  eryethematous,  and  weeping,  discharge  from  the 
nares,  with  cough,  etc.,  ensued.  So  belladonna,  in  the  dose  of  y^^j  gi'sin, 
may  induce  symptoms  of  poisoning.  In  cases  in  which  individuals 
manifest  such  excessive  sensibility  to  chloroform  that  a  few  inhalations 
prove  fatal  without  any  premonitory  symptoms,  we  are  powerless,  al- 
though even  in  these,  artificial  respiration  must  not  be  neglected.  Much 
stress  is  laid  upon  the  purity  of  the  chloroform  employed,  and  rightly 
so ;  but  whether  impurity  produced  by  products  of  decomposition,  is 
dangerous,  has  not  been  proved.  Chloroform  that  has  been  kept  long 
and  exposed  to  the  light,  always  contains  free  hydrochloric  acid  and 
chlorine,  and  although  this  may  not  be  dangerous,  it  should  not  be  em- 
ployed, for  patients  can  not  inhale  it,  as  it  immediately  induces  severe 
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eoaghlDg,  bnrning  in  the  throat  and  constriction  of  the  larynx.  These 
sjmptoms,  as  well  as  one's  own  sense  of  smell,  lead  us  to  reject  it. 
Whether  some  material  that  is  specifically  daDgerous,  is  generated  in 
chloroform  by  long  keeping,  is  unknown ;  but  that  chloroform  is  very 
variable,  both  in  smell  and  its  eflfects,  no  one  can  doubt  who  has  much 
to  do  with  it. 

Danger  may  arise  in  all  the  stages  of  chloroform-narcosis.  Dur- 
ing that  of  excitement,  violent  muscular  efforts  may  give  rise  to  apo> 
plexy,  especially  in  individuals  with  disease  of  the  heart,  rigid  arteries, 
or  emphysema.  Of  most  consequence  in  this  stage,  however,  are  the 
contractions  of  the  muscles  of  mastication  and  the  posterior  muscles 
of  the  tongue.  By  means  of  the  stylo-glossi  and  the  glosso-pharyngei, 
the  tongue  is  drawn  spasmodically  backwards,  pressing  the  epiglottis 
down  so  as  to  mechanically  close  the  aperture  of  the  larvnx.  Such 
patients  become  blue  in  the  face,  and  die  suffocated,  not  through  the 
direct  action  of  the  chloroform,  but  from  the  mechanical  privation  of 
air.  Such  cases  have  been  often  observed  in  the  Klinik,  rendering  it 
necesary  to  force  open  the  mouth  with  Heister's  speculum  and  draw 
out  the  tongue.  When  the  narcosis  is  continued  too  long,  there  is 
danger  of  paralysis  of  the  heart  and  sudden  collapse.  It  is  a  rule  not 
to  prolong  the  narcosis  when  the  upper  eyelid  allows  itself  to  be  raised 
witiiout  any  muscular  resistance.  Individuals  in  which  this  can  be 
done  only  at  a  late  period,  or  perhaps  not  at  all,  and  in  whom  a  para- 
lytic condition  of  the  respiration  takes  place  simultaneously  with  mus- 
cular quietude  of  the  extremities  (which  happens  especially  in  drunk- 
ards), require  to  be  watched  with  the  greatest  care.  There  are  sub- 
jects in  whom  complete  muscular  quietude  can  never  be  attained.  Be- 
fore the  utter  stagnation  due  to  paralysis  of  the  heart  and  respiratory 
muscles  is  brought  about,  there  are  changes  due  to  the  paralysis  of  the 
muscles  of  the  face  to  be  observed.  The  jaw  sinks,  the  features  become 
corpse-like,  and  the  face  pale,  and  we  have  the  facies  Hippocratica  be- 
fore us;  and  so  characteristic  is  the  change  of  physiognomy  that,  once 
seen,  it  can  never  be  forsotten.  It  is,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance that  the  face  of  the  patient  should  be  well  watched.  Another 
warning  sign  is,  that  the  blood,  during  an  operation,  either  ceases  to 
flow  from  the  arteries  or  is  of  a  dark  blue  color. 

The  case  we  met  with  yesterday  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  belong  to 
this  category,  as  it  did  not  give  the  impression  so  much  of  a  case  of 
intensely  aggravated  chloroform  poisoning  as  of  one  of  sudden  col- 
lapse— ^a  view  rendered  probable  also  by  the  very  anaemic  condition  of 
the  individual.  This  man,  twenty -six  years  of  age,  but  looking  much 
older,  had,  while  drunk,  cut  his  finger  with  a  china  pot,  and,  according 
to  account,  lost  a  great  deal  of  blood.  At  all  events,  when  he  came  to 
the  hospital  two  or  three  days  after,  his  ansDmic  appearance  was  re- 
markable, and  this  condition  was  further  shown  by  his  excessive  sensi- 
bility to  pain,  leading  to  the  belief  that  one  of  the  digital  nerves  might 
be  exposed.  It  was  on  this  account  chloroform  was  given,  and  all  at 
first  went  on  as  usual.  Convulsive  movements  ensued,  and,  as  during 
these,  neither  an  examination  nor  operation  can  properly  be  performed, 
the  chloroform  was  continued,  with  the  object  of  obtaining  the  stage 
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of  tolerance.  But  as  soon  as  the  convulsive  movements  had  ceased,  the 
patient  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  corpse.  The  mouth  was  opened, 
and  the  tongue  was  drawn  out  in  the  belief  that  closure  of  the  larynx 
had  produced  the  effects  observed.  This  did  no  good,  and  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  stjlo-glossi  and  the  constrictores  pharyngis  prevented  the 
passage  of  a  catheter  into  the  larynx.  Tracheotomy  was  at  once  per- 
formed, and  a  canula  passed  in,  but  all  in  vain.  The  narcosis  had  lasted 
a  very  short  time,  and,  at  the  autopsv,  there  was  scarcely  any  smell  of 
chloroform.  Evidently,  a  sudden  collapse  had  occurred,  his  condition 
giving  the  impression  of  a  deep  swoon.  It  is  a  rare  thing  for  a  healthy 
man  to  die  during  syncope,  although  this  happens  with  old  people  and 
during  convalescence,  and  especially  after  pneumonia.  Death  from 
sudden  collapse  is  also  met  with  after  typhus.  I  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  present  case  was  one  of  such  collapse,  occurring  dur- 
ing the  narcosis,  in  consequence  of  anssmia.  G-enerally,  there  is  not 
much  learned  from  the  autopsies  of  those  who  die  from  narcosis.  The 
blood  is  pretty  constantly  found  not  to  be  coagulated,  and  sometimes 
of  a  cherry-red  appearance.  This  non-coagulation  of  the  blood  gives 
rise  to  numerous  consequences,  which  formerly  were  supposed  to  be 
.  characteristic  of  death  from  chloroform,  such  as  hyperssmia  of  the  post- 
erior part  of  the  lungs,  kidney,  and  spinal  marrow,  etc.,  which  are 
really  post-mortem  appearances  due  to  the  fluidity  of  the  blood.  In 
the  present  case,  these  appearances  were  present,  although  the  heart 
and  large  arteries  were  strongly  contracted,  and  almost  empty  of  blood. 
The  heart  is  found  in  different  conditions.  In  animals  it  is  commonly 
dilated,  especially  the  right  ventricle,  but  in  the  present  case,  as  in  all 
an»mic  subjects,  it  was  strongly  contracted.  There  is  no  distinctive 
sign  of  death  from  chloroform,  and  if  an  individual  were  killed  by  it, 
and  no  other  non-medical  proof  of  this  existed,  the  anatomist  would 
not  be  in  a  position,  from  the  condition  of  the  body,  to  declare  that 
this  had  been  the  case.  Even  the  odor  of  the  chloroform  is  a  worth- 
less sign,  for  Rokitansky  states  that  the  brain  especially  sometimes 
gives  out  an  odor  exactly  like  that  of  chloroform,  without  any  ground 
for  supposing  that  this  substance  had  been  employed. 

With  respect  to  the  administration  of  chloroform,  the  employment 
of  the  chloroform  inhaler  constitutes  the  best,  the  quickest,  and  most 
convenient  mode.  The  singular  idea  that  a  mixture  of  chlorform  and 
ether  is  less  dangerous  than  either  of  these  substances  used  separately, 
has  been  abandoned.  Above  all  things,  never  administer  chloroform 
alone,  but  always  have  at  least  one  assistant  with  you.  When  there 
is  rattling  in  the  throat,  blueness  of  countenance,  and  irregularity  of 
breathing,  remove  the  apparatus  and  throw  open  the  windows  and  doors 
so  that  plenty  of  air  may  gain  access  to  the  patient,  which  is  further 
to  be  aided  by  forcing  the  mouth  open  and  drawing  forth  the  tongue 
— ^a  manoeuvre  often  attended  with  the  best  effects.  Let  the  patient, 
and  especially  if  there  are-  not  plenty  of  assistants  at  hand,  always  be 
in  the  lying,  not  the  sitting  posture.  The  dashing  the  surface  with  cold 
water  or  applying  ammonia,  can  only  be  of  service  when  the  narcosis 
is  slight  enough  to  admit  of  the  excitement  of  reflex  movements ;  but 
in  the  paralyzed  condition,  all  such  means  are  only  a  dangerous  loss  of 
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time.  Here,  artificial  respiration  must  be  at  once  resorted  to,  and  exe- 
euting  this  by  mouth  to  mouth,  with  compression  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  thorax,  is  a  preferable  procedure  Jto  Marshall  Hall's  method.  It  is 
true,  that  in  this  mouth  to  mouth  procedure,  much. of  the  air  passes 
into  the  stomach ;  but  the  plan  with  all  its  disadvantages,  is  found  prac- 
tically useful,  and,  at  all  events,  resorting  to  it  is  better  than  doing 
nothing.  The  access  of  air  may  be  facilitated  by  passing  a  catheter 
into  the  larynx,  which,  in  the  paralyzed  condition,  is  as  easy  as  after 
death.  A  great  part  of  the  air  passes  out  again  by  the  side  of  the 
eatheter,  but  a  considerable  portion  enters  the  lungs  in  tolerable  force. 
When  the  catheter  can  not  be  introduced,  tracheotomy  should  at  once 
be  performed,  and  a  large  canula  passed  in.  Artificial  respiration  must 
be  exercised  in  a  regular  rythmical  manner,  and  its  efficacy  as  much 
depends  upon  the  respiratory  movements  being  forcible  enough  as  upon 
admission  of  the  oxygen  to  the  blood.  In  this  case,  artificial  respira- 
tion was  continued  for  half  an  hour;  but  really,  after  from  ten  to  fif- 
teen minutes  of  inefficacious  efforts,  all  hope  had  ceased.  The  duration 
of  the  asphyxia  is  not,  however,  always  easily  estimated ;  for  at  such 
a  time  the  watch  is  not  looked  at,  and  seconds  become  minutes  and 
minutes  hours.  Stimulating  the  phrenic  nerve  by  means  of  electricity, 
19  undoubtedly  a  useful  means  for  exciting  the  respiratory  movements; 
but  unfortunately,  an  apparatus  is  seldom  ready  when  wanted. 

Fortunately,  we  may  regard  death  from  chloroform  as  a  very  rare 
occurrence,  and  one  becoming  more  rare  every  year.  Eeckoning  that, 
during  my  fifteen  years  of  clinical  teaching  and  the  two  last  years  of 
my  student  life,  I  have  been  present  at  two  administrations  of  chloro- 
form per  diem  (which  is  a  low  and  certainly  not  an  exaggerated  esti- 
nate),  I  shall  have  witnessed  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  cases  of 
Barcosis,  and  this  is  the  first  fatal  one  I  ever  saw.  We  must  regard 
chloroformisation  as  an  operation  by  means  of  a  chemical  agent,  as 
with  arsenic,  chloride  of  zinc,  etc.,  and  compare  its  results  with  those 
<rf  other  minor  operations.  I  am  convinced  that  the  mortality  statis- 
tics afler  the  application  of  leeches,  blistering  cupping,  and  bleeding 
(through  erysipelas,  hospital  gangrene,  tetanus,  etc.),  is  greater  than 
one  in  twelve  thousand  five  hundred;  but  no  one,  on  that  account,  has 
thought  of  prohibiting  these  means,  and  the  use  of  chloroform  can  not 
be  prohibited  because  of  these  seldom  occurring  fatal  cases.  The  psych- 
ical impression  which  such  a  death  produces  is,  by  its  very  suddenness, 
a  Tery  powerful  one,  and  exerts  especial  influence  upon  those  who  have 
not  been  accustomed  to  see  men  die  before  their  eyes.  Unfortunately, 
we  have  in  surgery  only  too  often  occasion  to  be  convinced  of  the  in- 
completeness and  the  impotence  of  our  present  amount  of  knowledge. 
A  mere  cut  of  the  finger,  especially  if  this  opens  into  a  joint  or 
the  sheath  of  a  tendon,  may  give  rise  to  phlegmonous  inflammation, 
which  during  the  last  twenty  years  has  caused  far  more  deaths  than 
chloroform.  Urged  by  the  patient's  vanity,  we  remove  a  small  tumor 
from  a  man's  scalp,  and  he  dies  of  erysipelas,  or  another  dies  from 
tetanus  brought  on  by  some  slight  injury — perhaps  only  the  prick  of 
t  thorn ;  and,  as  regards  the  cause  and  action  of  these  circumstances, 
we  are  as  ignorant  as  we  are  regarding  death  from  chloroform. 
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But  while  such  cases  are  sad  to  reflect  upon,  they  should  not,  any 
more  than  the  one  of  yesterday,  lead  us  to  despair  in  our  art  and 
means  of  investigation,  nor  to  settle  down  in  desponding  resignation. 
Let  them  act  as  a  great  warning  cry  of  nature,  rousing  us,  ashamed  of 
our  hitherto  pigmy  efforts,  to  renewed  action  and  restless  labor. — Jded- 
real  Times  and  Gazette^  November  28,  1868. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Berlin,  November  18,  1868. 
It  scarcely  requires  a  reference  to  the  past  ages  of  the  world,  to 
prove  the  intimate  connection  between  the  art  and  literature  of  a 
country,  and  its  politics.  Rome  stood  forth,  the  proud  Niobe  of  nations, 
some  two  hundred  years  before  Christ,  in  the  supremacy  of  her  power- 
Greece,  Asia,  Egypt,  lands  which,  in  their  day,  had  experienced  the 
same  vicissitudes  of  rise  and  decline,  lay  at  her  feet.  To  her  mandates 
were  turned  the  obedient  faces  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  Scienoe 
and  art  reached  a  perfection  which  in  many  branches  has  never  since 
been  attained.  Every  field  of  literature  was  cultivated.  Medicine, 
which  had  lain  for  so  many  generations  concealed  by  the  fearful  igno- 
rance and  superstition  which  overclouded  her,  loosed  herself  under  the 
fostering  hands  of  government,  and  shone  forth  in  the  full  beauty  of 
maturity.  Galen,  the  great  master,  was  hospitably  received  within  her 
walls,  and  his  doctrines  disseminated  far  and  wide.  But  the  golden 
age  of  Augustus  was  succeeded  by  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  his 
successors,  among  whom  a  Nero.  It  had  already  become  the  brazen  age. 
Philosophers  were  exiled,  the  treasures  of  libraries  burned  in  public 
places,  statesmen  put  to  death,  the  votaries  of  science  oppressed,  doors 
opened  to  the  delusive  doctrines  of  Egyptian  mysticism  and  the  super- 
stitious juggleries  of  a  succeeding  priestcraft.  Subsequently,  hordes  of 
barbarians  from  the  north,  swept  over  the  land  like  a  desolating  si- 
moon, obliterating  almost  the  last  traces  of  civilization.  The  light  of 
science  paled  and  was  extinguished.  The  history  of  the  world  exhib- 
its parallel  cases  throughout  her  every  epoch.    The  most  powerful  is 
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u  it  has  always  been,  the  most  enlightened  land.  The  government  of 
Frederick  the  Great,  has  gradually  enlarged  its  borders  and  strength- 
ened its  resources,  from  its  inception  on.  The  lamp  of  science  has  ever 
been  preserved  in  the  purity  of  its  lustre  upon  her  altars.  Prussia 
claims  to-day,  a  place  high  in  the  first  rank  among  the  nations  of  the 
eartL  The  brilliant  successes  of  the  late  wars  have  placed  her  in  the 
verj  lenith  of  her  power.  She  possesses,  without  doubt,  the  greatest 
fiualities  of  instruction.  America  is,  perhaps,  her  superior  in  the  lower 
hranehes ;  but  beyond  that,  America  lacks  the  hand  of  authority  which 
is  empowered  to  pluck  the  ever  encroaching  tares.  Charlatanism  is  in 
bad  savor  here,  even  with  the  common  people.  The  names  of  her  great 
men  in  medicine,  as  in  every  other  department  of  science  and  art,  are 
household  words.  Everybody  knows  Grraefe  and  Langenbeck,  and 
every  one  is  familiar  with  the  names  of  Yirchow,  Du  Bois  Raymond, 
Freriehs  and  Traube.  Their  photographs  are  in  every  window  with 
those  of  the  King  and  Prime  Minister.  The  city  has  mourned  for 
Griesinger,  the  great  authority  on  nervous  diseases,  just  dead,  far  too 
soon.  A  long  illness  of  some  three  or  four  months  duration,  termin- 
ated fatally  last  month.  A  fistulous  orifice  in  the  lumbar  region,  with 
a  purulent  and  urinary  discharge,  confined  him  during  nearly  the  whole 
of  his  illness  to  his  bed.  It  was  variously  diagnosticated  by  the 
attending  physicians,  as  pelvic  abscess,  abscess  retro-peritoneal,  wan- 
dering kidney,  abscess  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  &c.  The  autopsy 
rerealed  a  retroperitoneal  abscess  with  perforation  of  the  appendix  ver- 
miformis  and  involvement  of  the  ureter;  kidneys  intact.  He  was 
hmied  with  all  the  honors  of  the  profession,  the  rector  of  the  faculty, 
nearly  all  of  its  members,  and  a  large  number  of  students,  following 
the  remains  to  the  grave.  His  late  work  on  Infectious  Krankheiten,  is 
eoosidered  one  of  his  ablest  efforts.  His  place  in  the  hospital  is  tem- 
porarily filled  by  Dr.  Westphal. 

The  new  session  has  opened  at  last,  with  flying  colors.  Two  weeks 
have  elapsed  since  the  announcement  of  commencement,  but  with  the 
genuine  Teutonic  tardiness  which  is  utterly  irreconcilable  with  any- 
thmg  American,  the  lectures  have  been  delayed.  The  machinery  is 
ponderous,  however,  nearly  four  hundred  courses  altogether,  of  which, 
over  one  hundred  are  in  medicine.  Every  department  of  science  and 
art  is  represented,  all  the  languages,  ancient  and  modern,  religion,  theo- 
retical, jurisprudence,  music,  even  riding,  dancing  and  fencing.  The 
libraries,  museums,  zoological  and  botanical  gardens,  are  all  rendered 
eabservient  to  instruction.     The  new  anatomical  and  chemical  edifices 
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approach  a  palatial  splendor;  their  chief  lecture  rooms  would  rival 
many  an  opera  in  the  elegance,  even  luxury  of  their  appointments. 
The  chief  medical  attraction  of  Berlin  is,  the  opportunity  afforded  for 
the  study  of  pathology.     Her  reputation  in  this  regard  is,  perhaps, 
unequaled  in  the  world.     A  commodious  building,  known  as  the  Leichen 
Haus,  erected  in  a  style  which  might  make  some  pretensions  to  archi- 
tectural beauty,  stands  apart  from  the  others  in  the  handsome  grounds 
of  the  Ckarite.     The  basement  is  the  general  receptacle,  and  contains 
apartments  also  for  the  dissection  of  animals.     The  regular  school  for 
comparative  anatomy  and  veterinary  instruction,  is  the  handsome  build- 
ing across  the  street.     The  first  story  contains  the  Monday  morning 
lecture  room  and  the  chambers  for  the  study  of  microscopy.      The 
upper  story  is  divided  into  a  central  amphi theatrical  lecture  room,  the 
didactic  hall,  large  square  room  in  the  right  wing,  provided  with  long 
tables  and  little  railways,  for  passage  of  the  microscope,  and  the  large 
room  in  the  left  wing,  the  chemical  laboratory.     Every  Monday  morn- 
ing an  autopsy  is  conducted  by  Prof.  Virchow,  suis  manihus^  in  the  first 
mentioned  room.     The  body  is  placed  on  a  revolving  table,  at  which 
the  professor  stands,  and  the  students  are  gathered  around  on  standing 
platforms,  elevating  as  they  recede.     This  is  the  most  practical,  inter- 
esting and  instructive  lecture  of  the  week.     Connected  with  this,  is 
united  the  proper  descriptive  pathological  course,  illustrated  by  fresh 
specimens  from  the  cases  of  the  week.     The  didactic  course  comprises 
four  lectures  a  week,  occurring  in  hours  at  noon.     Then  a  course  on 
practical  pathological  histology,  also  by  the  professor  himself,  fills  the 
remaining  unoccupied  morning  hours.     The  lectures  on  the  microscopy 
of  the  normal  tissues,  being  delivered  by  the  assistants  in  the  after- 
noon.    Prof.  Virchow  has  also  a  small  ward  in  the  Charite  which  re- 
ceives his  daily  visit,  so  that  from  morning  till  high  noon  he  is  engaged 
at  the  hospital.     Politics  engages  him  in  the  afternoon,  during  the  ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  as  he  is  an  active  advocate  of  the  people ;  at  one 
time  so  active  as  to  have  necessitated  a  temporary  sojourn  in  a  foreign 
land.     He  is  said  to  have  lately  expressed  an  intention  to  retire  from 
politics,  as  peace  once  more  reigns  over  the  land,  and  stated  that  he  had 
experienced  a  contrition  for  the  neglect  of  his  medical  works,  some 
fourteen  of  which  he  had  commenced  and  left  unfinished.     He  is  a 
man  of  most  indefatigable  industry,  and  seems  so  to  have  systematized 
his  life  as  to  have  made  its  every  nook  and  corner  of  avail.     He  reaches 
the  lecture  room  in  hot  haste  and  begins  his  discourse  panting.     His 
style  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  pleasant — in  fact,  under  a  two  hour's  ses- 
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sion,  rather  tedious;  his  diction  is  of  course  polished ;  there  is  no  at- 
tempt at  oratory,  rhetoric  being  among  the  few  branches  which  he  has 
n^leoted  in  his  early  edacation ;  but  then,  eloquence  is  rare  in  every 
field  of  literature.  In  Germany,  most  of  the  teachers  at  the  University 
read  their  lectures  from  a  chair.  Du  Bois  Raymond,  the  celebrated 
lecturer  on  physiology,  being  among  the  few  exceptions.  Yirchow  is 
not  a  believer  in  Christianity ;  neither,  alas,  are  most  of  the  great  men 
of  Germany.  It  militates  some  against  natural  philosophy.  Some  of 
his  bitterest  satires  are  leveled  against  it ;  not  loud,  but  quiet  and  deep. 
He  would  make  an  exceedingly  ugly  opponent  to  encounter,  on  this  or 
a&j  other  subject. 

Id  person,  small,  below  medium,  a  peculiar  head,  flattened  behind, 
itB  longest  diameter  between  the  ears,  hair  thin,  traces  of  gray,  forehead 
expanded  in  every  direction,  small  twinkling  hazel  eyes,  mouth  small, 
lips  tbin,  a  complexion  which  in  a  lady  would  be  called  a  clear  brunette ; 
though  fifty,  he  possesses  the  vivacity  of  youth.  He  celebrated  a  few 
days  ago  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  medical  life.  In  social  life,  what 
the  Germans  call  a  zuganglicher  man — that  is,  a  man  of  easy  access. 
There  is  nothing  in  his  appearance  or  address  which  would  betoken 
the  man;  indeed,  nature's  only  gifts  seem  to  have  been  an  indomitable 
energy  and  an  untiring  application — the  rest  is  self-made. 

The  subject  of  to-day's  discourse  is  syphilis.  Hitherto,  we  are 
informed,  the  outward  manifestations  of  the  disease  have  been  the  only 
ones  receiving  attention.  We  now  know  that  there  exists  a  whole  series 
of  symptoms  affecting  the  internal  organs,  characteristic  of  the  disease. 
The  brain  suffers  a  softening ;  the  root  of  the  tongue  looses  its  gland- 
alar  characteristics,  smoothes  off  to  a  polished  surface  from  atrophy  of 
its  glands ;  a  chronic  pharyngitis,  the  result  of  the  increase  of  paren- 
ehpial  connective  tissues;  the  tonsil  is  likewise  attacked  and  becomes 
almost  obliterated ;  the  heart  assumes  an  hypertrophy ;  the  pleurce  pre- 
^nt  cicatrices  on  their  surfaces,  from  the  contraction  and  retraction  of 
ehronic  pleuritis;  the  liver  reduces  in  size  and  presents  the  same  cica- 
trices, in  the  cases  before  us,  extending  completely  through  the  right 
lobe  at  its  outer  third,  forming  a  new  lobe ;  the  kidney  suffers  atrophy, 
becomes  exceedingly  pale  and  granulated  on  its  external  surface — the 
sttrface  of  section  remains  smooth ;  the  atrophy  is  likewise  induced  by 
an  increase  of  the  connective  tissue,  an  indurative  interstitial  nephritis. 
Melanosis  is  divided  into  three  classes — melanoma,  melanotic  sarcoma, 
and  melanotic  carcinoma.  The  first  is  benign ;  the  two  latter,  malign 
tumors.    The  difference  between  them  is  the  order  or  sequence  of  attack. 
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A  melanotic  carcinoma  of  the  eye,  for  instance,  would  next  attack  the 
glands  and  then  the  lungs,  before  the  liver  was  reached.  A  melanotic 
sarcoma  in  the  same  position,  would  maintam  no  such  succession  of 
attack ;  the  liver  might  be  the  second  object. 

It  is,  of  course,  impossible  in  a  letter  of  this  heterogeneous  charac- 
ter, to  present  anything  like  a  detailed  report  of  several  lectures;  so 
that  I  must  fain  be  content  with  the  transmission  of  the  novel,  in  the 
form  of  isolated  aphorisms  or  the  regular  account  of  individual  lec- 
tures on  some  specific  subject,  which  latter  shall  be  forwarded,  if  any 
of  unusual  interest  occur. 

Cohnheim,  Virchow's  first  assistant,  has  lately  received  an  appoint- 
ment as  Professor  of  Pathology  at  Kiel.  His  late  discovery  of  the 
escape  of  the  white  corpuscles  of  the  blood  from  the  vessels,  has  ex- 
cited the  liveliest  attention.  It  has  appeared  in  the  last  edition  of 
Virckow'i  ArchiveSy  some  seventy  pages.  As  I  had  the  opportunity 
of  hearing  his  lecture  on  the  subject  during  the  microscopic  course  of 
last  session,  I  shall  attempt  to  send  you  a  condensed  account.  The 
white  cells,  which  ai;e  always  nearer  the  walls  of  the  vessel,  are  ob- 
served under  peculiar  conditions,  to  become  stationary  and  adherent; 
shortly  after,  a  protrusion  in  the  wall  denotes  the  presence  of  a  cell 
there ;  the  wall  is  then  ruptured  and  the  corpuscle  is  seen,  partly  within 
and  partly  without  the  calibre  of  the  capillary,  after  which  the  cor- 
puscle escapes  entirely  and  is  connected  to  the  vessel  by  a  fibrous 
attachment,  which  is  finally  separated  and  the  cell  floats  free :  thus  the 
white  blood  corpuscle,  while  still  within  the  walls  of  the  vessels,  be- 
comes or  rather  is  in  the  lymphatics  the  lymph  cell  and  in  an  abscess 
the  pus  cell.  The  fact  of  the  identity  of  the  three  cells,  is  one  of  long 
acquaintance;  but  the  identity  of  origin  or  entity,  is  the  new  develop- 
ment. If  the  discovery  be  verified,  it  will  shake  parts  of  Virchow's 
cellular  pathology  doctrine  to  the  center. 

Perhaps  the  finest  and  most  systematic  clinic  of  the  session,  is  that 
of  Prof.  Traube,  the  most  American  of  all  the  medical  faculty.  From 
nine  to  eleven  every  morning,  the  proper  propsodeutic  or  initiatory  clinic ; 
three  days  in  the  week  before  the  whole  class,  and  three  days  with  a 
third  of  the  class  at  the  bedside.  The  old  surgical  clinic  room  of  the 
Charite  has  been  appropriated  for  the  lectures  before  the  class.  The 
professor  and  patient  inside  a  large  balustrade,  behind  which  a  single 
long  bench  for  the  students.  There  are  however,  two  galleries  of  simi- 
lar construction  above,  so  that  a  large  number  of  students  are  accom- 
modated with  the  additional  advantages  of  an  equally  good  view  for 
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«very  one.  Never  having  seen  the  lecturer  before,  illness  prevented 
his  sammer  course,  we  obtained  a  seat  opposite  the  door  to  secure  a 
fair  opportunity  for  the  formation  of  first  impressions.  In  the  mean 
tiaie^  we  take  occasion  to  notice  that  the  little  stand  in  the  corner  is 
filled  with  tubes  and  tests  and  divers  colored  litmus,  the  stethoscope, 
Traube's  own,  a  handsome  hard  rubber  cylinder,  with  movable  ear- 
piece, a  small  but  deep  concave,  and  an  exceedingly  small  bell,  in  gen- 
eral use  throughout  the  city  and  in  the  pocket  of  every  student,  the 
hammer  and  pleximeter,  likewise  everywhere  employed,  with  brush  and 
ink  for  marking  purposes.  While  bewildering  ourselves  in  a  vain 
attempt  at  the  solution  of  the  enigmatical  problem  of  forming  an  equal 
for  the  great  minds  of  the  place,  from  the  dull  and  sleepy  material 
around  us,  the  double  door  is  flung  open  and  the  procession  enters.  Pre- 
ceded by  an  attendant  with  two  large  mouthed  flasks  containing  urine 
and  spata,  follow  four  nurses  carrying  the  patient  in  a  handsome  iron 
bed,  with  covers  of  spotless  purity,  and  then  the  professor  and  his  three 
assistants.  He  i9  of  medium  stature,  perhaps  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
rather  careworn,  somewhat  nervous  look,  hair  cut  short  and  combed 
forward  like  a  monk,  a  full,  prominent,  penetrating  eye,  a  recklessness 
of  gait  anfl  a  slovenliness  of  attire. 

He  is  evidently  master  of  the  situation — his  gait  informs  you 
that  at  once — ^you  see  it  daily  on  Fourth  street  among  that  class  of 
men  who  consider  that  they  have  traveled  and  are  familiar  with  the 
movements  of  things.  He  is  a  man  who  has  suffered,  and  yet,  is 
scarcely  a  man  who  has  much  sympathy  for  suffering.  He  carries 
always  a  sober  mien  which  is  reflected  over  the  class  as  he  enters.  A 
stadent  is  called  into  the  arena — he  enters  without  much  alacrity — 
there  are  evidently  some  unpleasant  occurrences  occasionally.  The 
professor  takes  his  measure  at  once,  and  having  induced  in  him  the 
uncomfortable  supposition  that  perhaps  some  portion  of  his  attire  is 
&iling,  he  requests  him  rather  abruptly  to  inform  him  the  striking 
features  of  the  case  before  him.  Should  he  be  a  man  of  nerve,  it  is 
well,  if  not,  there  are  cooler  and  pleasanter  climates  for  a  permanent 
residence.  But  Trauhe  is  a  splendid  clinician;  not  a  symptom  or  a 
feature  escapes  him;  every  case  receives  the  most  thorough  revision. 
He  examines  the  patient  from  vertex  to  toe.  He  is  a  panopticist.  He 
is  a  physician  of  the  old  school,  animated  by  the  fire  of  the  new.  He 
is  right  square  up  to  the  times.  He  has  served  his  apprenticeship 
aad  his  journeyman  life  as  student,  assistant  and  private  dooent,  and 
has  eome  to  his  position  as  master  workman,  by  dint  of  time  and  toil. 
(8) 
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The  case  is  the  Basedow  disease,  a  most  exquisite  case,  the  enlarged 
thyroid,  the  prominent  cornea,  the  depression  of  the  planes  of  vision, 
the  impaired  movement  of  the  levator  palpebrse,  the  radial  tension,  the 
ventricular  hypertrophy,  and  the  general  congestion  of  the  capillaries, 
as  evidenced  by  the  pink  hue  of  the  skin,  are  all  Beautifully  marked, 
and  then  he  elicits  so  handsomely  the  nervous  irritability  of  the  dispo- 
sition. He  views,  reviews,  recapitulates,  and  requests  a  diagnosis — 
fortunately,  it  was  correctly  given.  Then  follows  a  slight  history  of 
the  disease,  symptoms,  differential  diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  treatment. 
The  treatment  is,  roborant  and  tonic,  quinine  and  iron,  with  the  proper 
observance  of  all  those  hygienic  measures  which  would  quiet  the  excited 
nervous  system^  The  treatment  of  Trousseau,  the  antiphlogistic,  with 
digitalis,  is  of  all  the  least  successful.  He  fears  that  Trousseau,  like 
many  of  the  French  physicians,  actuated  by  a  desire  to  be  the  first  to 
describe  a  disease,  have  allowed,  on  many  occasions,  their  vanity  to> 
interfere  with  their  veracity.  The  etiology,  he  prefers  to  leave  un- 
touched. So  many  and  so  diametrically  opposed  are  the  alleged  causes, 
that  it  is  better  in  these  days  of  great  discoveries  in  physiology,  to  de- 
fer an  attempt.  That  it  is  a  disturbance  of  nervous  centres,  is  but  too 
plain ;  but  of  what  character,  is  a  question  for  the  future.  Two  cases 
of  paralysis  follow,  one  the  result  of  an  old  diphtheria,  and  one  of 
syphilitic  origin.  In  the  latter  case,  he  speaks  of  the  importance  of 
establishing  the  existence  of  secondary  symptoms — refers  in  assistance 
thereto,  to  an  important  discovery  of  modern  times,  the  glazed  and 
shiny  appearance  of  the  post  portion  of  the  dorsum  of  the  tongue,  as 
revealed  by  the  laryngoscope.  The  paralysis  of  diphtheria  is  always 
transitory.  As  to  the  relation  of  a  brain  trouble,  he  states  that  the 
nearer  an  extravasation  or  tumor  in  the  brain  is  to  the  periphery,  the 
more  complete  will  be  the  paralysis,  by  reason  of  the  implication  of 
a  greater  number  of  its  fibres.  In  the  present  case  the  complete  par- 
alysis of  the  facial  on  one  side,  would  indicate  the  seat  of  the  affection 
at  or  near  the  stylomastoid  foramen.  Age  predisposes  to  brain  affec- 
tions, the  inner  coat  of  the  artery  thickens,  or  the  caliber  fills  with 
fibrin.  Endocarditis  in  its  early  stages,  is  a  frequent  cause  of  brain 
emboli.  The  existence  of  an  embolus  in  the  brain  for  more  than 
twenty-four  hours,  would  certainly  cause  paralysis.  Brain  affections 
from  arterial  difficulties,  give  no  alterations  in  temperature.  The  use 
of  opium  in  brain  affections,  to  be  very  cautious  on  account  of  the 
tendency  to  narcotism.  The  Tr.  Opii  Benz.,  although  one  of  the  weak- 
est is  still  one  of  the  most  dangerous. 

In  a  subsequent  lecture  were  presented  cases  of  icterus  and  puer- 
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penl  fever.  In  jaundice,  the  yellow  color  of  the  foam  of  the  urine  is 
a  Ttlnahle  diagnostic  symptom.  The  test  for  bile  in  the  urine  consists 
in  letting  fall  in  a  deep  wine  glass  quarter  filled  with  nitric  acid,  a  few 
drops  of  the  suspected  liquid;  the  play  of  colors,  green,  violet  and 
brown,  is  characteristic.     Treatment — mild  saline  cathartics,  baths,  &c. 

Puerperal  fever  he  divides  into  three  forms:  periphlebitic,  (here 
rare);  endo-metritic  and  peritonitic — the  two  latter  often  combined. 
( Virchow  often  speaks  of  a  diphtheritic.)  The  occurrence  of  a  pleu- 
ritis  duplex  always  renders  the  prognosis  of  Feb.  Puerper.,  exceed- 
ingly grave.  He  speaks  of  the  mortality  of  the  disease  under  either 
the  tome  or  expectant  treatment  as  colossal.  He  is  an  advocate  of  the 
antiphlogistic  and  mercurial — the  mercury  by  inunctiou,  and  this  to 
be  immediately  discontinued  on  the  first  appearance  of  constitutional 
:^piptoms.  He  applies  leeches  to  the  abdomen  freely,  but  allows  no 
after  bleeding. 

The  next  hour  is  devoted  to  Frerichs.  The  lecture-room  is  always 
crowded,  every  seat  taken  and  the  aisles  full.  Frerichs  himself  is  a 
man  of  very  tall  stature  and  exceedingly  awkward  and  ungainly  ap- 
pearance; a  face  which  is  nearly  half  forehead  and  almost  juvenile  in. 
expression.  He  is  also  far  past  bodily  prime,  though  still  in  highest 
mental  vigor;  a  large,  full  eye,  face  perfectly  smooth,  mouth  just  a 
little  sensual.  He  is  a  man  who  combines  some  of  the  pleasures  of 
life  with  its  pains.  Although  having  occupied  a  public  position  for 
many  years,  and  extend'ed  his  travels  in  foreign  lands,  he  is  still  a  man 
of  exceeding  diffidence.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  what  actual  misery 
it  must  have  cost  him  before  he  arrived  at  even  his  present  posi- 
sion.  He  sits  on  the  corner  of  a  table  to  lecture,  and  in  the  interval 
of  its  removal  for  the  presentation  of  a  new  case,  appears  in  the  great- 
est embarrassment.  His  hands  are  in  the  way  and  so  are  his  feet. 
<)nee  seat  him,  however,  and  give  him  material,  and  he  forgets  himself 
eompletely.  He  is  then  in  the  full  possession  of  the  medical  mng  froid. 
His  every  word  is  treasured,  for  it  is  the  result  of  years  of  the  ripest 
experience.  His  voice  is  a  deep  bass,  in  slow  and  measured  tones,  be- 
ginning a  sentence  with  a  slight  elevation  and  gradually  fading  off  to- 
a  sound  almost  inaudible.  Heard  for  the  first  time  at  the  back  part  of 
the  room,  it  only  requires  the  solemn  intonations  of  an  old  organ  to 
remind  one  of  the  service  of  the  old  Baptist  church.  But  it  becomes 
even  agreeable  in  time,  presented  as  it  is,  with  the  full  ore  rotundo,  in 
^entenoes  pregnant  with  richest  import,  axioms  as  it  were,  it  is  easy  to 
understand  the  secret  of  his  success.      Here,  also,  every  facility  for 
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explanation  and  illustration  exists.  The  microscopes  arc  placed  on  the 
stands,  while  drawings  and  specimens  are  passed  around  the  class. 
The  perfect  nonchalance  with  which  he  pricks  the  finger  of  a  patient 
to  ascertain  if  the  drop  under  the  microscope  evidence  a  simple  ansemia 
or  a  leucocjthemia,  is  a  matter  of  at  least  surprise  to  the  uninitiated. 
Every  attempt  to  improve  the  blood  in  the  latter  condition,  he  informs 
us  has  hitherto  proven  futile,  hence  the  importance  of  a  proper  diag- 
nosis. To  exhibit  the  peristaltic  movements  of  the  stomach  in  a 
case  of  carcinomatons  stenosis  of  the  pylorus,  whereby  the  organ  was 
enormously  displaced  and  in  proof  that  the  tumor  below  the  umbilicus 
was  really  the  distended  stomach,  he  administered  a  carbonate,  followed 
by  an  acidulated  drink;  the  effect  was  almost  instantaneous,  the  move- 
ments of  the  walls  under  the  attenuated  integument  being  palpable 
to  all. 

The  length  of  this  letter  already  totally  precludes  any  attempt  at 
a  report  of  further  procedures,  which  I  may,  perhaps,  transmit  in  a 
future  letter.  Whittaker. 


New  York  City,  December  15,  1868. 
Dear  Journal:  When  last  we  wrote,  the  sessions  at  the  different 
medical  colleges  of  this  city  were  about  commencing.  Now,  the  lec- 
tures are  nearly  one-half  over,  and  the  lecturers  are  looking  forward, 
with  pleasure,  to  a  short  period  of  repose  during  the  approaching  holi- 
days. While  the  students  will  hail  them  no  less  eagerly,  as  a  golden 
opportunity  for  writing  the  dreaded  and  long-thought-of  thesis.  If 
they  only  knew,  as  do  we  who  have  passed  through  the  mill,  how  often 
the  thesis  that  has  cost  so  much  labor  and  so  many  wakeful  nights,  is 
neglected  and  packed  away  without  ever  having  been  read,  they  would 
not  feel  so  much  anxiety  about  it.  A  thesis  does  not  amount  to  much, 
at  any  rate,  in  these  days,  when  they  can  be  bought  by  the  dozen  in 
alanost  any  second-hand  book  store ;  nor,  in  fact,  does  an  examination, 
for  too  often  the  poor  student,  on  thes^  awful  occasions,  has  frightened 
o«Lt  of  him  the  little  that  he  does  know.  The  system  of  daily  recita- 
tions, so  often  urged  in  our  medical  journals,  seems  to  us  the  most 
feasible  way  of  ascertaining  the  true  status  of  the  student's  acquire- 
ments, and  it  is  certainly  a  most  improving  and  instructive  method  of 
driving  home  the  great  truths  to  which  the  student  is  daily  listening. 
The  system  of  daily  quizzes,  is  now  an  established  institution  in  our 
•city  colleges,  and  one  from  which  the  inquirer  after  medical  knowledge 
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will  derive  great  benefit.  During  the  holiday  week,  many  of  the  stu- 
dents spend  their  hours  in  making  fine  dissections,  as  their  time  in  the 
dissecting  room  (that  great  store-house  of  instruction,  in  which  so  many 
distinguished  men  have  laid  the  foundation  of  their  renown)  during 
the  active  lecturing  season  is  necessarily  somewhat  limited,  as  then  the 
evening  is  about  the  only  time  they  have  to  dissect.  Classes  are  formed 
during  Christmas  week,  and  also  at  the  close  of  the  term,  for  practical 
instruction  in  the  various  surgical  operations  that  can  be  performed 
upon  the  human  body.  Subjects  are  plenty  with  us,  being  obtained  firom 
the  great  chanty  hospitals,  and,  for  a  reasonable  sum.  All  have  an 
opportunity  of  practicing  upon  them  the  different  amputations,  liga- 
tions of  arteries,  operations  upon  the  eye,  &c.,  before  they  go  forth  to 
actual  practice  and  to  try  their  skill  upon  the  living.  Dr.  Valentine 
Mott,  in  all  his  operations,  even  in  the  hight  of  his  illustrious  career, 
and  in  operations  that  he  had  performed  over  and  over  again,  was  in 
the  constant  habit  of  going  through  the  operation  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous care  and  precision  upon  the  cadaver,  before  he  performed  it  upon 
the  living  patient;  and  so  should  every  good  surgeon  do  if  it  be  a  pos- 
sible thing — ^and  in  this  city  it  is. 

Ah !  what  a  beautiful  example  to  us  young  men  of  the  profession, 
was  that  aged  patriarch,  with  his  lofty  enthusiasm  for  his  noble  calling, 
with  his  pure,  high-souled  advice,  and  his  fervid  eloquence  I  What  an 
example  to  us  of  indomitable  energy,  of  ceaseless  perseverance,  and 
never-tiring  industry !  Well  do  we  remember  in  our  student  days,  how, 
on  a  certain  occasion,  upon  examining  some  most  beautiful  and  intri- 
cate dried  anatomical  specimens,  prepared  by  himself,  we  asked  him 
how  he  ever  found  time  to  do  such  work,  amidst  the  multiplicity  of  his 
many  pressing  duties.  "My  dear  boy,"  was  his  reply,  with  one  of  his 
old  genial  smiles,  "these  things  I  did,  while  others  slept!"  To  us, 
that  answer  contained  a  mighty  lesson.  His  form  was  bowed  with  age, 
and  his  head  whitened  with  the  frosts  of  many  winters;  but  like  the 
great  old  patriot  that  he  was,  he  stood  stoutly  at  his  post  of  duty,  till 
death  struck  him  down.  All  honor  to  his  memory,  and  to  the  many 
virtnes  of  his  life  which  shed  abroad  on  every  hand  an  external  fra- 
grance! 

Each  winter  witnesses  more  or  less  change  in  the  lecturing  corps  of 
our  different  medical  colleges.  New  blood  is  constantly  being  infused, 
and  some  of  the  veterans  in  the  service  are  gradually  retiring  from  full 
service  in  the  field.  Last  spring,  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  Col- 
lege, Prof.  James  R.  Wood  resigned  his  position  as  lecturer  in  that  in- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


38  WESTERN  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE. 

stitution,  although  he  still  holds  his  valuable  clinics  there,  and  this  win- 
ter, Prof.  Fordyce  Barker  resigns  his  chair.  He  however,  like  Prof. 
Wood,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  students  generally,  and  of  his  nu- 
merous friends  in  this  city,  will  still  continue  his  clinical  teachings. 
Dr.  Barker  is  an  eloquent  lecturer,  a  profound  scholar,  a  genial  gen- 
tleman, and  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  profession  in  New 
York.  For  a  number  of  years,  he  has  been  suffering  from  a  partial 
loss  of  voice,  occasioned  by  lecturing  while  laboring  under  a  severe 
cold,  and  this  has  made  public  lecturing  a  great  exertion  for  him.  This 
misfortune,  we  presume,  is  the  cause  of  his  resignation,  which  will  be 
a  great  loss  to  the  college*  Dr.  Barker  spends  each  summer  traveling 
throughout  Europe,  and  it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  no  sooner  does  he  set 
foot  upon  that  continent  than  his  voice  is  restored  to  its  natural  tone 
and  vigor,  so  much  so,  that  friends  meeting  him  in  some  European  city, 
often  have  congratulated  him  upon  the  recovery  of  his  voice.  No 
sooner,  however,  does  he  return  to  this  country,  than  his  old  hoarse- 
ness returns.     His  clinics  are  always  most  entertaining  and  instructive. 

The  opening  exercises  last  month,  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College, 
which  is  located  at  No.  126  Second  Avenue,  were  of  a  most  interest- 
ing nature.  The  session  consists  of  the  usual  period  of  five  months. 
The  introductory  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Elizabeth  Blackwell, 
and  was  listened  to  with  fixed  attention  by  a  large  and  fashionable 
audience.  In  the  course  of  her  remarks,  she  stated  that  the  college 
comprised  nearly  twenty  female  students,  and  required  a  thorough  three 
years'  course  of  study.  When  desirable,  it  availed  itself  of  both  the 
water-cure  and  botanic  treatment,  and  has  been  the  first  institution  in 
the  country  to  install  a  Professor  of  Hygiene.  Dr.  Blackwell  alluded 
to  the  increasing  liberality  experienced  by  society  at  large,  upon  the 
subject  of  woman  as  a  medical  practitioner,  and  concluded  by  the  hope 
that  soon  all  obstacles  to  her  finding  occupation  in  any  sphere  suited 
to  her  powers,  would  entirely  disappear. 

Interesting  addresses  were  also  made  by  Hon.  Henry  J.  Raymond, 
and  by  Prof.  Willard  Parker,  who  warmly  welcomed  women  to  medicine, 
as  one  of  those  spheres  to  which  they  are  peculiarly  adapted.  A  doc- 
tor is  born,  not  made,  remarked  the  professor,  and  is  found  naturally 
in  both  sexes. 

Miss  Putnam,  a  daughter  of  a  member  of  the  well-known  publishing 
firm  of  Putnam  &  Son  of  this  city,  has  recently  been  admitted  to  her 
first  medical  examination  in  Paris.  The  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, some  time  since,  opened  the  gates  of  the  University  to  her,  and 
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oov  thej  are  opened  to  all  female  medical  students.  Since  she  has  been 
in  Eiurope,  Miss  Putnam  has  contributed  several  admirable  medical 
articles  to  journals  in  this  country. 

Several  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  this  city,  have  been  lately 
holding  their  anniversary  meetings.  The  New  Yorl^  Society  for  the 
relief  of  the  ruptured  and  crippled,  held  their  sixth  semi-annual  meet- 
ing, at  their  rooms,  No.  39  Bible  House.  There  has  been  contributed 
ten  thousand  dollars  of  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  required  to 
complete  their  hospital,  now  in  course  of  erection  at  the  corner  of  Lex- 
ington Avenue  and  Forty-Second  street.  Dr.  James  Knight,  the  resi- 
dent physician,  stated  in  his  report,  that  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  patients  had  received  treatment  during  the  past  six 
months,  and  that  the  office  of  the  institution  was  not  large  enough  to 
afford,  at  times,  even  seats  for  the  cripples  applying  for  relief.  Hence, 
tliere  was  great  necessity  for  enlarged  accommodation  and  means  to 
sustain  this  great  charity. 

There  are,  at  present,  in  the  New  York  State  Soldiers'  Home,  (Ira 
Harris'  Hospital),  over  three  hundred  maimed  and  crippled  soldiers, 
collected  from  all  portions  of  the  State,  but  more  especially  from  this 
city.  This  Home  commends  itself  to  the  consideration  of  the  benevo- 
lent and  patriotic  everywhere,  and  bespeaks  for  itself  that  warm  sym- 
pathy and  material  aid  to  which  the  men  who  have  sacrificed  so  much 
are  so  justly  entitled,  and  should  immediately  receive. 

Last  month,  the  annual  sermon  for  St.  Luke's  Home  for  Women, 
was  preached  in  Trinity  Chapel,  west  Twenty-Fifth  street,  by  Rev. 
^Morgan  Diz,  D.  D.  This  institution  is  located  in  Hudson  street,  oppo- 
«te  Grove  street,  and  is  well  known  in  certain  circles  for  its  care  of  the 
aged  poor  women  of  the  Episcopal  £&ith,  and  is  supported  by  the  dona- 
tions of  the  various  churches  of  that  denomination  in  this  city. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Hospital  Association  of 
New  York,  Dr.  Emmet's  report  for  the  year,  was  as  follows :  Admit- 
ted, two  hundred  and  twelve  patients;  discharged,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight;  cured,  one  hundred  and  thirty;  dismissed  as  unsuitable 
easefl,  sixteen ;  left  without  permission,  eight ;  not  materially  benefitted, 
seven;  deaths,  six;  remaining  in  hospital  on  November  1st,  forty. 

"The  governors  of  the 'New  York  Hospital,  on  firoadway,  between 
Buane  and  Worth  streets,  finding  the  income  of  the  institution  inade- 
quate to  its  support,  have  determined  to  lease  or  sell  the  property  now 
occupied,  which  has  become  immensely  valuable,  and  to  obtain  a  less 
expensive  locality  for  building.     Such  a  change  may  be  necessary  as  a 
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matter  of  economy  3  but  the  removal  of  the  hospital  to  an  extreme  part 
of  the  island,  as  is  proposed,  would  greatly  impair,  if  not  destroy  its. 
usefulness.  Just  such  a  hospital  is  required  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
city,  where  it  will  be  accessible  in  all  cases  of  emergency.  We  hope 
this  valuable  humane  institution  will  not  be  taken  out  of  the  city.'' 

This  hospital  was  chartered  as  long  ago  as  the  year  1771.  Contri- 
butions were  made  towards  it  from  London  and  other  places  in  Great 
Britain,  chiefly  at  the  solicitations  and  through  the  efforts  of  Drs.  Foth- 
ergill  and  Duncan.  Unfortunately,  in  February,  1775,  when  nearly 
completed,  it  was  almost  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  Owing  to  this  mis- 
hap, and  the  revolutionary  war,  the  hospital  was  not  re-built  and  ready 
for  the  admission  of  patients  until  January  3d,  1791.  Since  that  time^ 
many  additions  and  improvements  have  been  made,  such  as  the  South 
Hospital,  erected  in  1806,  and  subsequently  demolished  and  re-built  in 
1853-55,  and  the  North  Hospital,  erected  in  1841.  The  grounds  are 
handsomely  laid  out,  and  the  site  high,  and  well  adapted  for  free  ven- 
tilation. The  main  hospital  is  built  of  gray  stone,  in  the  simple  Doric 
style,  and  has  three  stories  with  a  basement.  In  the  third  story  is  the 
operating  theater.  This,  the  principal  building,  has  accommodations 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  patients.  From  its  cupola  can  be  obtained  a 
fine  view  of  New  York  City,  harbor,  and  surrounding  country.  The 
South  Hospital  will  accommodate  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  patients,, 
affording  each  patient  one  thousand  cubic  feet  of  space.  The  North 
Hospital  will  accommodate  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  patients. 
The  hospital  is  under  the  management  of  a  board  of  twenty-six  gov- 
ernors, elected  each  year  at  the  annual  meeting.  There  are  two  sur- 
gical divisions,  each  of  which  has  a  resident  surgeon,  with  a  senior  and 
junior  assistant.  There  is  one  house  physician  who  has  charge  of 
the  medical  wards,  who  also  has  under  him  two  assistants.  For  it-s 
visiting  physicians  and  surgeons,  it  has  some  of  the  best  talent  in  the 
city,  as  for  instance,  Drs.  Willard  Parker,  W.  H.  Van  Buren,  Thomas 
M.  Markoe,  Gurdon  Buck,  Ac.  The  New  York  Hospital  has  been  prin- 
cipally devoted  to  the  reception  of  those  patients  whose  diseases  were 
considered  curable — ^with  the  exception  of  cases  of  accidents,  which 
are  received  at  all  hours.  "The  following  three  classes  only  are  re- 
ceived :  First — Those  without  means  of  payment,  who  are  admitted 
according  to  the  judgment  of  a  committee  on  their  several  cases.  Such 
patients  constitute  about  forty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  under 
treatment.  Second — Seamen,  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  seven  dollars  a 
week  from  the  "hospital  money"  collected  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
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States;  and.  Third — Pay-patients" — male  patients  pay  six  dollare  per 
week  board,  and  female  patients  five  dollars.  Strangers  in  the  city, 
^ddenly  attacked  with  sickness,  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of 
this  hospital.  Clinical  instruction  is  given  regularly  throughout  the 
wards. 

In  1796,  a  lihrary  was  founded,  and  now  contains  between  seven 
thousand  and  eight  thousand  volumes,  and  in  1840,  a  pathological  cab- 
inet was  commenced,  which  has  grown  to  immense  proportions. 

The  two  operating  theaters,  the  one  already  spoken  of,  in  the  main 
building,  and  the  other  in  the  South  Hospital,  will  accommodate  three 
hundred  students.  ''It  is  thus  that  this  great  charity  becomes  not 
merely  a  hospital  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  infirm,  but  is  now 
recognized  as  a  centre  from  which  is  derived  a  large  share  of  that 
practical  knowledge  for  which  the  American  physician  has  become  so 
famous."  In  this  description,  and  in  others  that  are  to  follow,  we  wish  to 
aekoowledge  our  indehtedness  for  many  of  ou^facts,  to  a  valuable  work 
not  long  since  published,  entitled  "The  Charities  of  New  York."  -Thia 
work  is  a  most  interesting  one,  and  contains  much  useful  information. 
But,  Mr.  Editor,  space  will  not  allow  us  to  proceed  further,  and  there- 
fore, wishing  you  and  every  reader  of  the  Western  Journal — especially 
our  fair  lady  readers — a  very  merry  Christmas  and  happy  new  year,  we 
will  bid  yon  an  affectionate  farewell. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

James  B.  Burnet,  M.  D. 


♦      Castleton,  Inwana,  December  21,  1868. 

Br.  Parvin — Sir:  I  have  been  interested  in  reading  a  report  of 
"A  Singular  Case,"  by  Dr.  Wm.  Mason  Turner,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
December  No.  of  your  Journal.  Inasmuch  as  I  was  once  called  to 
treat  a  similar  case — one  that  not  only  baffled  me,  but  a  number  oif 
other  physicians — and  as  Dr.  T.  asks  "what  was  it?"  I  will  state  that 
the  conclusion  I  came  to  in  my  case  was.  Cardiac  Neurosis.  Had  I 
time  I  might  bring  forward  quite  an  array  of  evidence  upon  which  I 
predicate  this  opinion ;  but  like  a  certain  Indiana  Quarter-Master  once 
did,  I  will  content  myself  by  simply  referring  to  some  of  the  evidence, 
leaving  Dr.  T.  and  the  reader  to  "straiten  it  out  for  themselves." 

C.  Handfield  Jones,  on  Functional  Nervous  Diseases,  (^Cardiac  Neu^ 
Totw,)  pages  218,  219,  220,  cases  102, 103,  104,  &c.,  &c.     In  the  his- 
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tory  of  these  cases  he  will  find  a  striking  similarity  to  his.  In  this 
connection,  I  think,  had  he  examined  the  ^'old  man's''  urine,  he  might 
have  found  some  assistance,  for  be  it  remembered,  the  ^'oldest  inhabit- 
ant" said  the  "old  man"  once  had  "rheumatiz." 

I  suppose  if  the  Doctor  has  not  pretty  thoroughly  tonicised  the 
*'old  man,"  he  will  have,  if  he  has  not  already  had,  an  opportunity  of 
looking  over  his  morning  paper  at  him,  in  another  "hullaballoo." 

Respectfully, 

Country  Doctor. 


THE  HYPODERMIC  SYRINGE  IN  GENERAL  PRACTICE. 


Mt  Dear  Prof.  Paryin:  When  a  student  of  medicine,  an  anec- 
dote was  related  from  one  of  the  professional  desks  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  effect  that  Dr.  Physick  was  once  called  to  reduce  a 
luxation  of  the  lower  jaw  of  a  woman  who  was  a  common  scold;  luxa- 
ted in  one  of  her  fits  of  scolding.  Chloroform  being  then  unknown,  and 
the  patient  very  irritable,  his  efforts  at  reduction  failed ;  so,  prescrib- 
ing a  pint  of  gin,  to  be  taken  in  half  tumbler  full  doses  every  half  hour 
until  she  was  tipsy,  he  left  her,  to  return  again  in  two  hours.  Upon 
his  return  at  the  specified  time,  he  found  the  gin  all  gone  and  the 
woman  sober  I  Trying  again  to  reduce  her  jaw,  a  second  failure  was 
made.  Taking  a  cigar  from  his  pocket  he  lit  it,  and  commenced  smok- 
ing, puffing  the  smoke  in  her  face,  requesting  her  to  take  very  full 
breaths.  In  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  she  became  sick  at  the  stomach, 
was  relaxed,  and  then  he  found  no  difficulty  in  re-placing  the  jaw. 

The  moral  of  the  story  was,  that  it  required  a  gqpd  deal  more  gin  t^ 
make  a  regular  gin  tippler,  though  a  woman,  drunk,  than  a  teetotaler,  man 
or  woman.  But  not  having  added  smoking  to  her  other  accomplish- 
ments, this  brought  about  the  necessary  relaxation.  This  was  re-called 
to  my  mind  by  reading  Dr.  Catlings  letter,  published  in  your  most 
excellent  Journal  for  the  month  of  December. 

From  a  somewhat  extended  experience  with  the  hypodermic  syr- 
inge, in  general  practice,  having  used  it  perhaps,  not  less  than  five 
hundred  times  during  the  last  five  years,  I  am  positively  prepared  to 
assert  that  people  who  are  not  habitual  opium  eaters,  in  central  Ohio, 
will  not  tolerate  such  doses  of  morphia  as  Dr.  Catlin  uses,  without  the 
occurrence  of  the  most  distressing  sequelse,  in  a  majority  of  cases* 
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If  Dr.  C.'s  patients  are  not  regular  opium  eaters,  or  he  is  not  mistaken 
about  the  doses  used,  or  the  quality  of  morphia  different  from  that 
supplied  to  physicians  in  this  city,  then  the  people  among  whom  his 
lot  is  east,  bear  larger  doses  of  morphia  by  hypodermic  injection,  than 
those  among  whom  the  writer  resides;  for,  if  he  used  such  doses  in 
central  Ohio,  he  would  speedily  reduce  them,  or  there  would  soon  be 
some  proceedings  before  a  coroner  in  which  he  would  have  some  per- 
sonal interest. 

Dr.  C,  in  his  letter,  states  that  he  treated  cholera  morbus  in  1825; 
therefore,  he  has  been  in  practice  forty-three  years  certainly,  possibly 
more,  and  must  have  attained  that  period  of  life  when  enthusiasm  on 
most  subjects  has  been  very  much  toned  down,  and  all  statements  con- 
tribated  for  publication  and  for  the  instruction  of  his  peers  in  the 
pTofesaon,  should  partake  of  the  gravity  becoming  to  advancing  life ; 
and  yet,  though  the  writer  is  just  a  little  enthusiastic  on  the  subject 
of  hypodermic  medication.  When  the  results  of  Dr.  C.'s  experience 
is  contrasted  with  his  own,  they  are  found  to  differ  so  widely,  as  to 
make  it  absolutely  needful  to  conclude  that  Dr.  C.  is  mistaken  in  some 
way.  And  the  purpose  of  his  letter  is  to  caution  any  of  your  readers, 
inexperienced  in  the  use  of  morphia  hypodermically,  from  using  the 
doaea  he  names.  They  are  not  only  unnecessary,  but  positively  haz- 
ardous. It  is  seldom  that  the  same  dose  as  would  be  proper  and  requi- 
site by  the  mouth,  can  be  used  by  the  hypodermic  syringe,  without 
the  most  unpleasant  sequelae,  as  great  prostration,  alarm  at  the  abrupt 
ebange  of  feeling,  and  prolonged  and  distressingly  sick  stomach.  My 
own  experfence  teaches  me  that  one-half  the  dose  by  mouth  need  sel- 
dom be  exceeded  by  the  hypodermic  syringe,  unless  utterly  regard- 
less of  consequences. 

A  very  carefully  prepared  article  by  the  writer,  on  the  subject,  was 
read  to  the  Mitskingum  County  Ohio  Medical  Society^  at  its  meeting  in 
September  last,  and  published  in  the  St  Louis  Medical  Reporter,  for 
tbe  first  October  following,  which  may  doubtless  be  had  by  any  desir- 
ous of  knowing  the  results  of  a  somewhat  extended  experience. 

A  small  monograph,  entitled  "On  the  dynamics,  principles  and 
philosophy  of  organic  life — an  effort  to  obtain  definite  conceptions  of 
"How  do  medicines  produce  their  effects?' "  will  be  published  by  Mr.  P. 
M.  Fmckard,  No.  510  Pine  street,  St.  Louis ;  and  by  Messrs.  Balliere 
Brothers,  New  York;  and  by  Messrs.  Balliere,  London  and  Paris, 
tbottt  the  first  of  January,  1869,  written  by  your  present  correspond- 
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ent,  which,  among  other  things,  traces  morphia  by  hypodermic  injec- 
tion into,  througli  aud  out  of  the  human  system,  trying  to  show  what 
it  does  and  how  it  does  it,  a  copy  of  which  will  soon  reach  you,  for 
criticism  and  review.  Z.  C.  McElroy. 

Zanesville,  Ohio,  December  22,  1868. 
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THE  TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

iDBtltQtod  1847.    Yol.  XIX.    Philadelphia:  Printed  for  the  AwociatioD,  U68.    Pp.  497. 


The  National  Medical  Congress  met  in  Washington  last  May,  and 
had  an  interesting  and  instructive  meeting.  The  next  meeting  is  to 
be  held  in  New  Orleans,  beginning  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  day  of  May. 
No  session  of  the  Association  has  ever  been  held  in  New  Orleans;  and 
for  that  and  other  reasons  we  may  expect  a  large  attendance,  notwith- 
standing the  remoteness  of  that  city  from  the  residences  of  those  who 
have  been  the  most  constant  attendants  in  past  years. 

President  Gross'  address  is  the  first  paper  in  the  volume.  The 
President  very  properly  regarded  himself  as  bound  to  look  over  the 
interests  of  the  Association,  and  make  such  recommendations  as,  in  his 
judgment,  might  tend  to  increase  its  usefulness,  and  add  to  its  dignity 
and  importance. 

His  first  recommendation  was,  that  more  care  bo  exercised  in  the 
admission  of  members.  Personally  he  would  be  very  liberal  in  this 
behalf,  but  the  habit  of  admitting  almost  anybody  that  applied  had 
been  complained  of,  and,  it  was  thought,  had  kept  some  old  and  influ- 
ential members  of  the  profession  at  a  distance. 

He  recommended  a  more  critical  editing  of  the  volume  of  Trans- 
actions, so  as  to  keep  out  papers  that  had  no  substantial  merit  of  origin- 
ality. 

He  reviewed  the  subject  of  Medical  Education,  urging  concert  of 
action  on  the  part  of  all  the  schools  in  amending  the  present  course  of 
study. 
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He  adyi:»ed  the  establishment  of  means  to  educate  persons  to  the 
profession  of  nursing;  be  suggested  that  efforts  be  made  to  have  a 
suitable  medical  man  appointed  in  every  judicial  district,  to  assist  the 
authorities  in  getting  at  the  truth  when  medical  facts  and  theories  are 
involTed  in  any  Fuit  at  law;  he  desired  to  see  something  like  reason 
and  justice  have  a  voice  in  fixing  the  rank  and  pay  of  surgeons  in  the 
Davj;  he  thought  great  good  would  come  of  the  establishment  of  a 
naval  medical  st  liool;  he  was  anxious  that  the  Association  should 
derise  a  method  tor  preparing  and  publishing  a  register  of  physicians 
for  the  whole  country;  he  earnestly  advocated  the  organization  of  so- 
eietiesfor  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  .orphans  of  indigent  medical 
men;  he  wished  i<>  see  the  Association  lend  its  influence  toward  the 
institution  of  vitorinary  colleges;  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
oipinie  law  of  li.o  Association  should  be  altered  so  as  to  have  the 
President  electeil  by  ballot  instead  of,  as  now,  merely  confirming  the 
selection  of  a  committee;  he  was  opposed  to  what  he  termed  the 
stringent  restrictions  placed  upon  the  social  aspect  of  the  Associa- 
tion by  a  vote  at  the  annual  meeting  at  Cincinnati;  and,  finally,  he 
was  impressed  with  a  conviction  that  the  annual  meetings  were  too 
short  to  insure  xha  highest  good  they  were  capable  of  conferring. 

We  are  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  propriety  and  good  sense 
of  this  address,  and  the  Association  did  wisely  in  appointing  commit- 
tees to  investigate  many  of  these  points,  and  report  to  the  next  an- 
nnal  meeting. 

Rqtort  of  th'  Committee  on  the  Rank  and  Rtfjulations  of  the  Med- 
ical Staff  of  th  Cnited  States  Navy,  In  this  short  paper  the  chair- 
man, Prof.  N.  S.  Davis,  states  that  he  furnished  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments and  memlx-is  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  with  a  copy  of  the 
address  of  Dr.  \\  ood,  made  to  the  Association  last  year. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Ethics.  Dr.  H.  J.  Bowditch 
Bade  the  report,  dosing  with  two  resolutions:  First,  that  we  should 
look  to  the  qualilications  of  those  who  sought  professional  fellowship 
vith  us,  and  igi'.' re  sex  in  deciding  the  point.  This  resolution  was 
indefinitely  poslj-'ued.  But  the  Association  need  not  hope  to  get  rid 
of  women  doc  to  i  in  this  way.  They  may  indefinitely  postpone  the 
sabject,  but  it  v. '11  definitely  come  back  until  they  have  the  mora! 
courage  to  mec^  die  issue  squarely,  and  define  their  position  to  the 
world. 

The  second  r*  jlution  was  in  reference  to  Dr.  Homberger,  who  was 
expelled  with  grr   t  good  will. 
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The  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  received  four  papers,  bjit  none  of 
them  were  deemed  wortliy  the  prize. 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  Revise  the  Flan  of  Organization^  was 
laid  over  for  consideration  next  year.  It  proposes  many  important 
changes  in  the  organic  law  of  the  Association. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education  was  made  by  ProF. 
A.  B.  Palmer,  chairman,  who  expresses  his  disapprobation  of  wk&t 
was  proposed  by  the  convention  of  teachers  in  Cincinnati  in  1867,  and 
in  lieu  thereof,  presents  a  plan  of  his  own  concoction  that  he  deems 
feasible,  and  feels  sure  would  accomplish  the  end  desired. 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Literature  began  their  service  by   re- 
((uesting  all  the  publishers  of  medical  books  and  journals  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  send  to  the  chairman  "a  copy  of  all  medical  books,  pamph.- 
lets,  essays,  monographs,  periodicals,  reports,  lectures,  proceedings  of 
.«90cieties,  etc.,"  that  they  might  issue,  as  early  as  convenient  after  pub- 
lication.    Up  to  the  time  of  writing  the  report,  no  publisher  had  found 
it  'convenient'  to  comply  with  this  simple,  not  to  say  modest,  request. 
By  some  means,  however,  not  clearly  defined,  the  committee  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  thirty-five  journals,  which  they 
name  by  title,  and  of  the  publication  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
books  and  pamphlets,  which  they  give  the  title  of,  also.     The  commit- 
tee declare  that  it  was  a  pretty  good  year  for  medical  publications,  but 
a  very  poor  period  for  sending  them  around  to  committees.  , 

Report  on  Insanity^  by  Chas.  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  is  a  scientific  consid- 
eration of  the  subject,  giving  the  proportion  of  the  insane  to  the  whole 
population  in  various  countries,  etc.  He  considers  the  insane  in  the 
States  of  this  Union  severally,  and  the  provision  made  for  them,  and 
finds  it  inadequate.  He  points  out  a  better  and  less  expensive  plan 
of  caring  for  the  insane  than  that  now  in  vogue  in  this  country. 

John  B.  Chapin,  M.  D.,  contributes  a  paper  On  the  Provision  for 
the  Chronic  Insane.  He  argues  that  the  State  is  as  much  j^ound  to 
care  for  its  chronic  insane  as  for  its  acute,  and,  like  Dr.  Lee,  advocates 
a  simpler  and  more  economical  plan  of  providing  for  most  of  them  in 
communities  on  a  large  farm. 

Report  on  Topography^  Climatology  and  Epidemic  Diseases  of  West 
Virginia,  by  Dr.  E.  Hildreth.  West  Virginia  is  a  State  of  mountains, 
and  has  a  great  deal  of  topography  and  climatology,  but  not  much  epi- 
demic disease.  It  is  full  of  minerals  and  mineral  springs.  We  notice 
that  in  1856  nearly  sixty- two  inches  of  rain  fell  in  the  western  part  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BIBLIOGRAPHY.  47 

(he  State,  and  in  1863  bnt  about  thirtj-seven  inches.     Quit«  wide  ex- 
tremes. 

A  short  and  interesting  Report  on  the  Climatology  and  Epidemic 
Diaeasts  of  the  Dist.  of  Columbia^  is  made  by  Prof.  Antisell.  Prof.  A. 
thinks  consumption  especially  rife  in  Washington  City — not  among  the 
permanent  inhabitants,  but  among  the  department  clerks  who  come 
from  the  rural  districts. 

Report  on  Medical  Topography^  Meteorology^  and  Endemic  Di$- 
fata  of  Texas,  by  T.  J.  Heard,  M.  D.  This  opens  with  a  brief  account 
of  the  general  subject,  and  then  treats  at  great  length  of  the  epidemic 
of  yellow  fever  in  1867,  The  mean  annual  average  of  rain  fall  for 
eight  years,  1856-65,  was  30.67  inches. 

Dr.  Condie's  Report  on  the  Diseases  of  Pen 7i«y/t?ani a,. presents  nothing 
peculiar,  but  the  Doctor  thinks  consumption  is  relatively  on  the  in- 
crease. 

Tke  Conveyance  of  Cholera  from  Hindostan  through  Asia,  to  Europe 
aiuf  America,  illustrated  by  four  fine  diagrammatic  maps,  is  quite  in- 
telligible and  very  likely  true. 

A  Series  of  Plans  for  the  Collection  and  Statistical  Arrangements  of 
Facts  in  Regard  to  Climatological  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  va- 
rious StateSy  were  prepared  by  Wm.  R.  Thoms,  M.  D.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  time  has  fully  arrived  when  the  Am.  Med.  Ass.  ought 
to  adopt  some  uniform  method  of  having  its  statistical  and  scientific 
reports  of  this  character  made.  Whether  the  plan  presented  by  Dr. 
Thoms  is  the  best,  we  can  not  decide,  but  the  Doctor  has  paid  much 
atteation  to  these  affairs,  and  seems  to  take  hold  of  them  con  amore. 
The  past  volumes  of  the  Transactions  contain  immense  papers  on  these 
subjects,  but  so  irregular  and  confused  in  their  arrangement  as  to  be 
bat  of  very  little  value. 

Report  on  American  Medical  Necrology,  made  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox, 
records  the  death  of  eighty-eight  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
irhich  had  come  to  his  knowledge  since  the  last  annual  meeting.  The 
chairman  had  given  such  obituary  notices  of  them  as  he  was  able  to 
obtain — some  pretty  full,  others  a  mere  mention  of  time  of  decease. 
During  the  year,  many  eminent  men  of  the  profession  went  to  their 
final  rest. 

Dr.  J.  8.  Hildreth  of  Illinois,  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
OpJuhalmology.  The  object  of  his  paper  is  to  arouse  attention  to  the 
claims  of  ophthalmology  upon  the  profession,  and  does  so  by  showing 
the  advances  made  in  this  branch  of  medical  science,  and  what  is  re- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


48  WESTERN  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE. 

quired  in  order  that  diseases  of  the  eye  may  receive  the  attention  they 
demand  from  the  profession.  This  demand  is  to  he  met,  ^'First — By 
increased  accommodations  for  this  class  of  patients,  the  present  heintr 
entirely  inadequate.  Second — By  providing  for  a  more  general,  thor- 
ough instruction."  The  author  thinks  that  the  instruction  given  on 
this  subject  in  our  medical  schools,  entirely  insufficient,  and  that  a 
general  understanding  of  ophthalmology  should  be  required  by  all  can- 
didates for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine. 

Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre  of  New  York,  presented  a  Report  on  the  Treatment 
of  Cluh'Foot  without  Tenotomy,  Dr.  Sayre  holds  that  in  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  cases  of  club-foot,  the  essential  lesion  is  paralysis  and  not 
spasm  of  a  certain  muscle  or  group  of  muscles.  The  correctness  of 
this  idea  being  admitted,  the  indications  for  treatment  are,  ^^First — To 
restore  the  foot  to  its  normal  position,  and  to  so  retain  it;  and  Second — 
To  seek  to  develop  the  paralyzed  muscles,  that  they  may  at  last  be 
sufficient  of  themselves  to  counteract  those  acting  in  opposition."  He 
insists  that  the  earlier  we  begin  the  treatment,  the  more  surely  and 
more  rapidly  will  success  follow.  Various  methods  of  treatment  are 
noticed  and  objections  to  them  pointed  out.  In  the  majority  of  con- 
genital deformities,  if  taken  immediately  after  birth,  the  hand  can 
readily  bring  the  foot  into  its  normal  position,  while  it  can  be  easily 
retained  there  by  the  simple  application  of  adhesive  plaster.  Full  di- 
rections for  applying  this  are  given.  Cases  occur  in  which  the  muscu- 
lar rigidity  will  not  yield  readily  to  manipulation ;  in  these,  a  constant 
tractile  force  becomes  necessary.  For  keeping  this  up,  the  plan  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Richard  Barwell  of  London,  is  considered  by  far  the 
best.  In  this  plan,  the  elastic  force  of  rubber  tubing  is  employed. 
Full  directions  are  given  in  reference  to  the  plan  of  treatment. 

Dr.  Sayre  believes  that  in  most  cases,  tenotomy  is  not  only  useless, 
but  positively  injurious — that  only  in  those  cases  where  the  muscles 
heve  become  permanently  shortened  or  the  fascioe  have  become  con- 
tracted as  the  result  of  inflammation,  is  tenotomy  justifiable. 

An  improved  club-foot  shoe  is  illustrated  and  described,  and  a  num- 
ber of  cases  reported  in  detail,  illustrative  of  Dr.  Sayre's  plan  of  treat- 
ment. 

We  regard  this  report  as  a  valuable  one,  and  believe  that  it  is  well 
calculated  to  lead  to  a  more  philosophical  treatment  of  club-foot  than 
that  usually  instituted. 

Dr.  Gurdon  Buck  presented  A  Neio  Method  of  Recomtructing  the 
Lovser  lAp^  after  its  Removal  for  DiseasCy  illustrated  hy  Two  Cases  of 
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Epithelioma.  With  the  accompanying  drawings,  Dr.  B.  has  made  a 
Tery  plain  presentation  of  a  very  neat  and  satisfactory  operation. 

A  New  Treatment  for  Congenital  Talipei^  by  Dr.  I.  N.  Quimby,  con- 
sists of  the  application  of  adhesive  straps  and  a  roller,  when  the  child 
is  from  three  to  four  weeks  old. 

fkt  Treatment  of  Syphilid  by  Hypodermic  Injection^  is  recommended 
by  Dr.  L.  Elsberg;  but  we  question  whether  the  method  has  any  spe- 
cial advantages. 

Br.  P.  F.  Eve's  Safe  and  Effectital  Operation  for  the  Radical  Ours 
of  Varicocele,  consists  of  cutting  away  of  a  part  of  the  thickened  scro- 
tum, and,  if  necessary,  tying  the  enlarged  veins  with  animal  ligatures. 


A  HANDBOOK  OF  VACCINATION. 


BY  EDWARD  0.  BEATON,  M.  D., 
H«41cdIi»pMtor  to  the  PriTj  Council.     PhiladelphU:  J.  B.  LippUoottikCo.  1868.    Pp.  38S. 


For  two  generations  no  separate  work  on  vaccination  has  issued 
from  the  press.  It  is  true  that  nearly  every  standard  work  on  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  has  treated  the  subject  more  or  less  fully,  but  still 
much  has  been  left  unsaid  that  was  imperiously  demanded  for  the  full 
cultivation  of  the  student  in  this  branch  of  medical  science. 

As  the  consequence  of  this  state  of  affairs,  there  is  now  existing 
imong  practising  physicians,  a  great  want  of  a  clear,  well-defined  and 
unravering  idea  of  what  vaccination  is,  and  how  far  it  can  be  relied 
on  to  prevent  variola.  To  one  who  has  made  no  inquiry  in  this  direc- 
tion, this  declaration  may  seem  like  a  wanton  and  unsupported  charge 
agtinst  the  profession.  But  let  any  one  investigate  the  premises,  and 
be  will  be  surprised  to  find  how  many  practitioners  in  good  standing 
there  are  who  have  no  well-settled  convictions  whether  it  were  better 
to  Taecinate  a  child  within  the  first  year  of  its  age,  or  wait  until  it  be 
fire;  nor  are  they  sure  whether  vaccination  is  a  certain  protection 
tgainst  variola;  whether  we  should  re-vaccinate ;  whether  it  is  possible 
to  tell,  by  examining  the  cicatrix,  the  amount  of  protection ;  whether 
the  vims  recently  from  the  oow  is  better  than  that  long  descended 
thioogh  human  systems;  whether  scrofula  may  be  transmitted  through 
▼leeinatioB,  or,  worse  still,  syphilis;  and  have  no  definite  oonolusions 
OB  Many  other  points  relating  to  vaeoination,  whereoft  fhey  should  be 
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satisfied,  if  possible,  both  for  the  ease  of  their  own  consciences,  and 
the  welfare  of  those  who  are  committed  to  their  professional  care. 

Now,  here  is  a  manual  on  vaccination  that  begins  at  the  beginning, 
and  pursues  the  theme  systematically  to  the  end.  In  its  fourteen 
chapters,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  sections,  and  then  various  sub-di- 
visions,  the  reader  will  find  everything  pertaining  to  the  subject  fully, 
but  not  tiresomely,  discussed,  and  even  the  busy  practitioner  will  dis- 
cover the  numerous  sub-divisions  so  clearly  head-lined  that  he  can, 
in  a  moment,  refer  to  any  part  of  the  subject  he  may  desire. 

Let  us  hope  that  this  manual  will  find  its  way  to  the  library  of 
every  physician  who  has  not  already  fully  studied  vaccination  in  all  its 
relations,  and  that  it  will  prove  the  harbinger  of  that  better  day  when 
the  priceless  boon  given  to  mankind,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
Jenner,  may  be  perfectly  understood,  and  its  real  merits  fully  appre- 
•ciated.  J.  F.  H. 


A  TREATISE  ON  PHYSIOLOGY  AND  HYGIENE,  FOR  COL- 
LEGES, SCHOOLS  AND  FAMILIES. 


BY  J.  C.  DALTON,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  Physiology  in  the  Oollege  of  PhyalcUni  and  Sorgeoni,  Mew  York :  with  Illosttations. 

Mew  York :  Harper  dt  Brothon.    1868.    Pp.  390. 


It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  our  common  schools  and  colleges  have 
within  their  reach  a  work  on  physiology,  written  by  the  best  author 
in  that  branch  of  medical  science  who  uses  the  English  language. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Prof.  Dalton  has  done  more  to  give  a 
correct  knowledge  of  physiology  to  medical  students  than  any  prece- 
ding author,  and  we  find  he  has  brought  the  same  scientific  accuracy 
the  same  good  common  sense,  into  this  little  work,  that  is  so  marked  a 
feature  in  his  more  elaborate  treatise. 

He  has  always  manifested  a  remarkable  aptness  in  the  force  and 
simplicity  of  his  language  lo  illustrate  the  ideas  he  wishes  to  present, 
and  in  the  work  before  us,  he  has  lost  nothing  of  this  good  reputation. 

He  has  avoided  the  use  of  professional  terms  in  this  school-book 
as  far  as  possible,  and  at  the  end  of  the  volume  has  added  a  glossary 
to  explain  such  as  could  not  be  dispensed  with. 

The  book  is  divided  into  four  sections:  I.  The  mechanical  struc- 
ture of  the  human  body;  II.  Its  nutrition ;  III.  The  nervous  system; 
and  IV.  The  developement  of  the  body. 
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There  are  eigkteen  chapters,  eaeh  followed  bj  a  series  of  questions 
pertinent  thereto,  the  whole  illustrated  by  sixty-seven  wood-cuts,  admi- 
rably adapted  to  the  end  in  view. 

We  hope,  to  see  this  excellent  book  introduced  into,  and  adopted 
bj,  our  common  educational  institutions  at  an  early  day.     J.  F.  H. 


INTRODUCTORY  ADDRESS,  DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE 
CLASS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO,  TUES- 
DAY, OCTOBER  6,  1868. 

BT  THEOPHILUS  PARVIN,  H^., 
Profeisor  of  Medical  and  Sorgical  Diseaaes  of  Women. 


This  address  will  commend  itself  to  every  right-thinking  man,  as  a 
cbaste,  earnest,  truthful  effort  to  present  the  real  status  of  the  physi- 
cian ;  to  declare  the  end  that  all  should  seek,  and  the  means  whereby 
that  end  may  be  attained. 

We  are  not  of  those  who  think  the  physician  is  a  better  or  a  wiser 
man  than  his  fellow-men ;  that  he  is  npt  appreciated  by  the  community ; 
that  he  makes  sacrifices  which  pass  unnoticed;  and  that  he  performs 
much  service  that  goes  unrequited.  On  the  contrary,  we  regard  doc- 
tors as  a  fragment  of  the  human  family,  who  are  just  as  good,  and  no 
better  than  a  like  fragment  taken  from  the  same  walks  in  Gfe,  and 
trained  to  any  other  business.  It  is  not  the  calling  [that  makes  the 
man,  but  the  faithfulness  with  which  one  performs  the  duties  and  ful- 
fills the  responsibilities  that  pertain  to  the  position  he  occupies,  that 
sesls  his  manhood,  or  marks  him  for  reprobation. 

It  is  because  Prof.  P.  declares,  "It  is  my  desire  to  show  that  med- 
ical study  and  practice  meet  the  highest  purpose  of  earthly  existence," 
and  then,  with  artistic  skill,  draws  the  picture  of  the  humanly  perfect 
physician,  that  we  so  much  wish  that  every  one  could  have  this  ideal 
before  his  eyes  continually,  and  never  feel  satisfied  with  himself  except 
when  striving  to  attain  to  its  excellence. 

Some  one  has  said  that  the  study  of  medicine  tends  to  produce 
atheistical  notions,*  but  to  us  it  seems  a  preposterous  idea;  the  study 
of  the  starry  heavens  themselves  does  not  more  surely  lead  to  the  con- 
viction of  one  omnipotent,  allwise,  everlastiag  Ood,  than  does  the  study 
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of  medicine.  After  enforcing]  this  view,  the  speaker  gives  us  this  sen- 
tentious phrase:  ^^An  undevotU physician  is  mad,** 

The  address  teaches  ns,  top,  that  the  study  'of  medicine  expands 
the  intellect,  enlarges  and  enlightens  our  moral  nature,  cultivates  our 
sense  of  the  heautiful,  and  brings  us  into  harmony  with  all  that  is  no- 
ble, just  and  true.  And  certainly  the  practice  of  our  profession  should 
stimulate  our  benevolence,  increase  our  humanity,  excite  in  us  humility, 
banish  all  idleness,  mental  and  physical,  and  fairly  fill  our  souls  with 
charity,  the  greatest  of  human  virtues. 

But,  alas  I  how  few  of  us  have  lived  up  to  onr  privileges,  and  given 
domicile  in  our  souls  to  these  enumerated  virtues !  How  many  of  us 
have  failed  to  act  the  censor  to  ourselves,  severally,  and,  instead  of 
introverting'  our  visioiAind  searching  out,  condemning  and  amending 
our  own  shortcomings,  have  busied  ourselves  with  seeking  out  the  foi- 
bles of  our  professional  neighbor,  and  striving  to  make  mountains  out 
of  his  molehills,  that  in  their  dark  shadows  we  may  have  some  chance 
to  hide  our  own  imperfections.  That  such  ignobility  exists  among  us 
is  nothing  against  the  science  or  the  art  of  medicine,  but  every- 
thing against  the  individual  who  has  failed  to  be  inspired  by  its  ten- 
dencies. Perhaps  some  of  us  would  be  better  if  the  perfect  ideal  were 
more  frequently  brought  home  to  our  observation;  let  us,  therefore, 
give  thanks  to  the  author  of  this  address  for  the  bright  picture  he  has 
drawn,  and  make  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  lesson  of  improvement  he 
has  given  us.  ^ 


THE    OPIUM   HABIT,   WITH   SUGGESTIONS   AS  TO   THE 
REMEDY.  

PabliBhed  by  Harp«r  A  Brothert,  Tew  Tork.    BeoeiTed  through  Bowen,  Stewart  *  Co.,  l»di- 

anapoUt,  Indiana. 


This  is  a  patch-work  book.  The  first  seventy-six  pages  are  the 
experiences  of  the  unknown  author  in  his  successful  attempt  to  aban- 
don the  use  of  opium;  then  follow  some  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
pages  from  De  Quincey,*  Coleridge,  Fitz  Hugh  Ludlow,  with  nar- 
ratives, in  reference  to  the  use  of  opium,  of  William  Blair,  of  Ran- 
dolph, Wilberforce,  etc.,  etc.  We  certainly  can  approve  the  wisdom 
of  the^  selections,  for  they  are  both  pertinent  and  interesting.     Take 

•We  notiee  that  lome  of  our  contemporaries  write  Terj  ilaently  of  Be  Qoinoey,  hut  mieepell 
tlie  name,  making  ^t  De  Quincy. 
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the  book  as  a  wbole,  and  we  heartily  commend  it  to  both  lay  and  pro- 
fessional readers. 

Not  the  least  interesting  portions,  though  for  many  years  familiar 
to  OS,  are  those  relating  to  De  Qaincey  and  Coleridge.  It  is  some- 
wbat  reoiarkahle  that  these  two  men  of  such  wonderful  endowments 
and  culture,  between  whom  there  existed  for  years  an  ardent  friend* 
ship,  should  both  have  been  opium-eaters,  and  in  each  the  habit  induced 
by  originally  taking  the  narcotic  for  the  relief  of  physical  suffering. 
The  genius  of  the  ^'rapt  one  of  the  God-like  brow,*'  for  thus  Words- 
worth speaks  of  the  wonderful  Coleridge,  Attracted  De  Quincey  when 
quite  a  young  man  to  him,  coming  with  something  of  that  old  spirit 
of  discipleship  which  Carlyle  so  berates  the  present  age  for  being 
deficient  in;  even  hitf  residence  in  the  "Lake  Country"  of  Eng- 
land, a  region  of  romantic  beauty,  was  determined  on  partly  that  he 
might  be  near  his  great  master.  There  is  still  standing,  or  at  least 
there  was  standing  in  1852,  when  with  a  knapsack  upon  our  back  we 
visited  that  part  of  England,  the  house  in  which  De  Quincey  lived, 
and  where  we  believe  his  terrible  struggles  to  emancipate  himself  from 
the  dominion  of  opium-eating  occurred — struggles  which  in  spite  of 
his  own  statements  and  of  popular  belief  to  the  contrary,  were  in  vain. 
On  this  point  we  are  glad  to  find  the  author  of  this  book  quoting  Mrs. 
Oordon,  the  daughter  of  Prof.  Wilson,  who  in  the  life  of  her  father, 
states  that  while  De  Quincey  asserted  to  the  last  he  had  abandoned  his 
pernicious  habit,  it  was  only  modified — never  abandoned.  When  in 
Edinburgh  in  1864,  we  received  from  *one  who  knew  De  Quincey  inti- 
mately and  at  whose  house  he  was  a  frequent  visitor,  a  similar  state- 
ment—he would  beg  for  laudanum  at  night,  and  then  continue  his 
literary  labors  under  its  inspiration  until  the  dawn ;  pursued  by  bailiffs 
to  be  arrested  for  debt,  he  would  seek  pecuniary  favors  which  he  would 
never  have  required  had  he  properly  cared  for  his  patrimony,  or  indeed 
faithfully  performed  all  his  literary  engagements,  and  carefully  hus- 
banded their  results. 

€oleridge,  on  the  othbr  hand,  did  reform,  and  in  the  calm  evening 
of  his  days  was  wholly  exempt  from  the  vice  which  for  many  years 
had  marred  his  usefulness  and  his  happiness,  and  made  him  so  shame- 
Ally  negligent  of  his  duties  as  husband  and  father. 

Let  a  man  study  the  lives  of  these  two  men  if  he  would  justly  ap- 
preciate the  terrible  curse  of  opium-eating,  even  when  indulged  in  by 

«1liM  Blacltvood,  daughter  of  the  orltfinal  publisher  and  alater  of  the  preeent  paVUsher  of 
Bttkwood'B  K^gaaliM. 
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those  whose  richly  stored  minds  and  wonderfiil  genius  could  elicit  the 
highest  pleasure  and  the  most  magnificent  visions  possible  under  suchi 
indulgence.  He  will  thus  be  all  the  better  fitted,  should  he  be  in  peril 
of  the  habit)  to  trample  it  in  the  dust,  and  all  the  better  fitted  too,  to 
warn  others  who  may  be  treading  the  verge  of  a  fearful  abyss  from 
whose  depths  so  few  are  ever  permanently  rescued. 

One  day,  this  by  the  way,  however,  we  hope  to  have  the  time  to 
show  that  medicine  owes  somewhat  to  Coleridge,  more  especially  as  it 
pertains  to  his  theory  of  life,  a  theory  which,  with  some  modifications, 
we  believe,  has  within  a  few  years  been  adopted  and  advocated  by  one 
of  the  leading  London  physicians.  T.  P. 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MED- 
ICINE; DESIGNED  FOR  THE  USE  OF  PRACTITIONERS 
AND  STUDENTS  OF  MEDICINE. 


BY  AUSTIN  PLINT,  M.  D., 

ProfMSor  of  tb«  PiinclplM  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the  BelleToe  Boepltftl  Medical  College, 
Mc.  Pablithed  bj  Henry  C.  Lee,  PhUadelphla.  Beoeired  through  C.  P.  Wilder,  Indianapolis. 


The  second  edition  of  "Flint's  Practice,"  was  issued  only  two  years 
since,  and  now  the  third  edition,  thoroughly  revised,  is  given  to  the 
profession.  Such  a  demand  for  this  work  is  unequivocal  evidence  of 
the  high  appreciation  entertained  for  it  on  the  part  of  physicians,  and 
also  would  seem  to  render  needless  all  critical  consideration  of  it.  The 
previous  editions  have  received  hearty  commendation  in  this  Journal, 
vnd  now  we  can  but  reiterate  those  praises,  adding  that  this  last  edi- 
tion evidences  the  careful  revision  of  its  author,  so  that  the  work  is 
brought  fully  up  with  all  the  recent  advances  in  medicine.  We  heart- 
ily trust  that  its  able,  eminent  and  most  industrious  author  may  be 
spared  to  see  many  subsequent  editions  of  this,  the  great  crown  of  his 
professional  life.  T.  P. 

OBITUARY. 


Paris,  Illinois,  1868. 
Died,  in  this  place,  on  Tuesday,  November  24th,  after  a  brief  ill- 
ness, of  congestion  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  Henry  W.  Davis,  M- 
D.,  in  the  forty -second  year  of  his  age. 
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Dr.  Davis  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  Carlisle,  Indiana,  with 
his  ancle,  Dr.  Helms,  and  concluded  while  attending  Medical  College 
in  Baltimore,  as  private  student  of  Prof.  Samuel  Chew,  M.  D.,  and 
graduated  at  the  same  college  in  the  spring  of  1852.  In  1854  he  loca- 
ted in  this  place,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  (associated 
with  Dr.  John  Tenbroeck,)  which  he  pursued  with  great  credit  and  sat- 
iB&ction  to  himself  and  his  patrons  until  April,  1861.  On  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  rebellion,  he  entered  the  service  as  a  private,  company 
B.,  twelfth  Illinois  infantry  volunteers.  Shortly  after  reaching  Spring- 
field, he  went  before  the  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners,  and  was 
made  a  surgeon  of  volunteers,  and  immediately  became  a  member  of 
the  board,  which  position  he  held  until,  by  his  request,  he  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon  of  the  eighteenth  regiment  Illinois  infantry  volun- 
teers, with  which  he  served  until  made  assistant  surgeon  United  States 
Tolanteers,  and  assigned  as  Inspector  of  the  sixteenth  A.  C. 

In  1865  he  was  promoted  to  surgeon  United  States  volunteers,  and 
assigned  to  duty  as  Medical  Director,  Department  West  Kentucky, 
with  head-quarters  at  Paducah;  where  he  continued  until  the  close  of 
the  war. 

Since  Dr.  Davis  became  a  citizen  of  this  State,  he  has  been  notably 
identified  with  all  medical  organizations  of  county,  district  and  State, 
and  his  name  is  recorded  in  each  as  the  author  of  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  their  medical  archives. 

From  the  effects  of  a  dissection-wound,  received  while  on  duty  at 
Little  Book,  Arkansas,  he  was  disabled  from  engaging  in  the  general 
practice  of  medicine;  but  he  gave  his  attention  to  surgery,  in  which 
he  excelled,  and  to  which  he  was  specially  devoted.  Few  men  enjoyed 
more  of  the  confidence  and  admiration  of  his  associates  than  Dr.  Da- 
vis, and  none  died  more  lamented  for  his  professional,  literary  and  so- 
cial accomplishments. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  class  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  the  memory 
of  William  H.  H.  Austin,  a  fellow-student,  who  died  of  typhoid-fever, 
on  Wednesday,  December  16th,  1868,  between  the  hours  of  eight  and 
nine  a.  .m 

WHsaKAS,  It  has  pleased  Him  whose  mysteries  are  past  finding 
out,  to  remove  from  our  midst  our  classmate,  William  H.  H.  Austin, 
in  whom  we  recognized  a  faithfal  student,  genial  companion  and  chris- 
tian gentleman.    Therefore,  be  it 
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Resalvedy  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Austin  the  class  has  lost  a  good 
and  much  respected  member,  and  the  community  in  which  he  lived  a 
much  esteemed  citizen. 

Retolvedj  That  while  we  submit  to  the  will  of  Him  who  ruleth  all 
things,  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  friends  of  the  deceased — ^we  ten- 
der them  our  sincere  and  unaffected  condolence  in  their  sad  bereave- 
ment. 

Reiolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented  to  the  pa- 
rents of  the  deceased,  and  that  they  be  published  in  the  Western  Jour- 
nal  of  Medicine,  F.  A.  Powell, 

G.  F.  Thomin, 
W.  E.  De  Courcy, 
E.  J.  Galbraith, 

Committee. 
B.  W.  Sullivan.  Secretary,  0.  H.  Saxton,  Chairman. 


MISCELLANY. 


Baron  James  de  Rothschild. — The  great  financier  had  much  to 
do  with  our  profession.  Dupuytren  owed  to  him  a  great  part  of  the 
large  fortune  which  he  left  his  daughter.  The  great  surgeon  treated 
the  great  financier  for  a  fractured  thigh,  and  Rothschild  paid  him  one 
hundred  thousand  francs  for  his  attendance.  Moreover,  Dupuytren 
left  his  fee  in  his  patient's  bank,  where  it  multiplied  enormously  by 
participating  in  the  good  fortune  of  a  house  that  never  knew  reverses. 
To  the  five  million  francs  which  Dupuytren  left,  Rothschild's  one  hun- 
dred thousand  francs  contributed  not  a  trifle.  Dupuytren  knew  this 
well,  and  was  terribly  mortified  when  he  learned  that  Astley  Cooper 
had  left  a  fortune  of  eleven  million  francs,  the  whole  of  it  acquired  by 
practice.  M.  Rayer  was,  until  his  death,  the  physician  as  well  as  the 
friend  of  the  Baron,  who  persuaded  him  to  buy,  when  it  could  be  had 
at  a  low  figure,  the  beautiful  hotel  of  the  Rue  de  Londres,  which  has 
since  quadrupled  in  value.  Rothschild  has  been  the  efficient  patron 
of  many  of  our  confreres,  especially  those  of  his  own  persuasion,  MM. 
Madl  and  Gruby  among  others.  In  his  later  years  he  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  homoBopathists.  The  Paris  sight-seeing  public  had  been  terri- 
bly disappointed  at  not  seeing  the  splendid  funeral  procession  it  ex- 
pected. It  was  of  the  humblest  kind;  but  that  this  has  not  resulted 
from  parsimony,  the  liberalities  which  have  been  showered  upon  the 
poor  of  Paris  by  the  Baron's  widow  testify. —  Union  Medicale. 
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A  Dropped  Fee. — A  celebrated  surgeon  was  called  in  consultation, 
a  few  days  since,  to  the  house  of  Count  B.,  who  slipped  a  louis  d'or 
into  his  hand  as  he  was  leaving.  This  was  poor  pay,  and  oui;  surgeon 
is  no  lover  of  poor  pay.  Making  a  grimace,  he  let  his  louis  fall,  and 
the  Count  stooped  down,  picked  it  up  and  restored  it  to  the  Doctor. 
The  surgeon,  however,  stooped  down  in  his  turn,  and  pretended  to  be 
looking  for  something.  "What  do  you  seek.  Doctor?"  was  the  ques- 
tion.    "I  am  looking  for  the  other." — Presse  Beige. 

Quacks  and  Quackeries. — It  may  be  expected  from  what  I  have 
already  said,  that  I  shall  forthwith  proceed  to  call  in  question  the 
consort  of  the  people  with  quacks;  or  pass  an  anathema  on  quacks  and 
quackery  individully  and  collectively.  From  this  I  abstain.  Consort 
of  the  community  with  quacks  is  so  obviously  the  result  of  ignorance, 
that  if  the  most  moderate  share  of  attention  were  given  to  the  subject, 
if  a  tithe  of  the  attention  I  have  prayed  on  behalf  of  the  profession 
itself  were  given  to  the  subject,  communion  with  quacks  and  their  fool- 
ish arts  would  naturally  cease.  As  to  the  quacks,  to  notice  them  were 
to  elevate  them.  Belonging  strictly  to  the  worst  of  'the  criminal 
classes,  they  are  moved  by  no  sentiments  which  the  most  acute  criti- 
cisms could  touch.  A  professed  gambler  may  have  sense  of  honor,  a 
pickpocket  may  have  skill,  a  professed  burglar  may  have  courage ;  the 
professed  quack  has  the  sins  of  them  all,  the  saving  qualities  of  none. 
He  is,  because  he  is  permitted,  a  forced  necessity  of  morbid  minds. 
One  thing  only  would  I  note  in  his  history  as  most  wonderful,  via : 
that  the  grand  disseminators  of  human  knowledge,  the  grand  teachers 
of  moral  truths,  the  proprietors  of  the  fourth  estate  allow  him  un- 
blushingly  to  deface  their  fair  pages  with  his  falsehood,  his  snares,  his 
open  loathsome  sin.  Day  by  day  the  press,  in  daring  faultless  lan- 
guage, and  I  sentiment,  exposes  vice  and  purifies  the  thought  of  the 
world ;  day  \)j  day,  in  the  greater  number  of  its  organs,  it  sells  itself 
to  the  advertisement  of  immoralities  worse  than  the  worst  it  endeavors 
to  remove. — From  Dr.  Richardson!^  address  to  the  St.  Andrews  Med- 
ical Oraduates^  Association. 
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Our  contributors  have  been  so  generous  that  but  little  space  is 
left  for  any  words  from  the  editor. 

We  are  sure  that  our  readers  will  readily  judge  this  the  best  number 
of  the  Western  Journal  op  Medicine  ever  issued.  And  we  trust  that 
the  future  numbers  of  the  Journal  shall  be  equally  good,  if  not  still 
better.  Next  month  Dr.  Woodworth  of  Fort  Wayne,  whom  many  of 
our  readers  know  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  scholarly  physicians 
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IB  the  State,  promises  an  artiele  on  Tuherculons;  we  LaTe  already  re- 
eeiyed  an  elaborate  essay  on  Hospital  Gangrene  by  Dr.  Hudson  of 
CiDciDnalP,  and  a  report  of  Case  of  Injury  to  the  Mead  by  Dr.  Hay- 
mond  of  Monticello,  and  a  very  able  paper  upon  Effusions  into  the  Pleu* 
ral  SaCj  and  their  Treatment  hy  ParacentesiSy  by  Prof.  Coleman  Rogers 
of  Louisrille,  Kent^icky.     Such  is  part  of  the  bill  of  fare  for  Febru- 

Now  may  we  ask  our  subscribers  to  do  a  few  things  in  behalf  of 
the  JOUBNAL? 

Ftrst — Let  them  not  be  content  with  being  subscribers,  but  contrib- 
utors as  well.  Every  one  can  add  something  to  the  stock  of  medical 
knowledge.  Let  us  have  reports  of  cases,  brief  abstracts  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  medical  societies,  discussions  of  medical  opinions,  criticisms 
of  medical  books,  et  cetera. 

&amd — Be  not  only  subscribers  and  contributors,  but  induce  your 
professional  friends  to  follow  your  example.  An  increased  subscrip- 
tion list  will  make  the  Joitbnal  more  valuable  to  every  reader.  A 
little  exertion  wouM  give  us  within  a  month  five  or  six  hundred  more 
subseribeTs;  and  we  most  earnestly  request  this  exertion  on  the  part 
of  our  friendB. 

Third — Prompt  payment  of  subscriptions  wonderfully  facilitates 
the  prompt  issuing  of  the  Joitrnal.  Where  gentlemen  can  not  pay 
until  the  end  of  the  year,  or  even  then — ^and  we  know  some  such  in- 
stances— ^we  cheerfully  furnish  the  Journal  without  any  reference  to 
the  time  of  pecuniary  compensation. 

And  now,  let  us  assure  our  friends  if  they  are  true  to  their  part, 
the  Editor  will  not  fail  in  his.  Annoyances,  trials,  cavilling  criticism, 
springing  from  ignorance  or  personal  malevolence,  serious  pecuniary 
losses — these  are  among  the  thorns  that  have  been  thick-set  in  our  path- 
way. But  on  the  other  hand,  the  generous  commendations  of  other 
jonmals,  the  numerous  letters  of  praise  that  we  have  received  from  dis- 
tinguished as  well  as  from  obscure  members  of  the  profession,  from 
medieal  teachers,  as  well  as  from  country  practitioners  remote  from  the 
great  medical  centers,  from  medical  men  in  various  parts  of  the  land — 
to  all  such  we  desire  to  give  our  heartiest  thanks — these  give  us 
strength  and  hope.  We  believe  that  the  Western  Journal  of  Medi- 
<3Jf£  has  a  mission — a  work  to  perform  in  the  profession,  and  that  each 
Tear  will  witness  its  attaining  a  larger  fame  and  a  wider  use^lness. 
Knowledge,  truth,  right  and  philanthrophy — these  are  immortal,  while 
•nry,  jealousy,  ignorance,  misrepresentation  and  slander,  must  sooner 
or  later  perish  in  ignominy. 
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Pbofessob  Gobreght's  introductory  to  his  winter  coarse  of  lee- 
tares  at  tke  Medieal  College  of  Ohio,  contained  an  interesting  narrra- 
tire  of  fais  recent  Atlantic  trip,  and  also  somewliat  of  his  Ifendon  ex- 
periences, especially  of  his  meeting  with  Mr.  Wilson  and  some  other 
London  celebrities.     Prof.  G.  thus  spoke  of  sea-sickness: 

This  brings  me  to  speak  of  sea-sickness.  What  is  it?  I  can  not 
fally  accord  with  Darwin  that  it  is  ^^  a  disturbance  of  brain  consequent 
apon  the  unusual  impression  produced  upon  the  vision^  by  the  motions 
of  the  vessel.''  This  may,  in  some  instances,  be  the  case,  but  from  an 
experience  of  four  crossings  of  the  Atlantic,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
nausea  precedes  the  dizziness  and  is  noi  a  consequence  thereof.  As  an 
early  friend  of  mine  (C.  S.  Band)  who  had  seen  much  of  ocean,  once 
said,  "The  stomach  ought  to  be  hung  on  gimbals,"  like  a  mariner^s 
compass,  you  know,  so  that  it  always  preserves  its  horizontal  and  per- 
pendicular .  Doubtless  he  was  correct,  as  far  as  he  went,  but  he  should 
have  included  the  liver,  Some  persons  are  never  sea-sick.  Here  dis- 
turbed vision  is  of  no  account.  Others,  no  matter  how  often  they  have 
been  at  sea,  are  invariably  sea-sick,  unless  the  liver  is  first  cleared, 
when  they  escape.  Constipation,  from  torpid  liver,  followed  by  re- 
versed peristaltic  action,  throwing  the  bile  into  the  stomach,  will  pro- 
duce nausea  and  vomiting,  whilst  the  heavily  involved  sympathetic  sys- 
tem, by  its  connection  with  the  cerebro.spinal,  induces  the  dizziness : 

All  for  want  of  gimbals.     So  called  sea-legs  are  gimbals. 

First — The  antero-posterior  motion  is  made  at  both  hip-joints, 
aided  by  the  knees. 

Second — The  lateral  motions,  by  a  compound  movement  of  a  single 
entire  limb. 

When  these  movements  alternate  or  are  combined,  we  have  sea-legs 
or  ginubals. 

The  remedies  for  sea -sickness  must,  then,  be  mainly  preventive,  viz: 
oholagogue  cathartics  and  the  rapid  attainment  of  sea-legs.  And, 
should  the  stomach  be  obstinately  irritable,  demulcents,  with  chloric 
ether  '^by  the  stomach  to  produce  local  ansasthesia  of  the  terminal 
branches  of  the  gasiaric  nerves,  whether  sympathetic  or  cerebro-spinal. 

Prof.  Or.  concluded  his  lecture  as  follows : 

Gentlemen,  do  not  forget  to  be  courteous,  like  these  noble  English- 
men, to  all  true  professional  men  wherever  you  find  them;  for  we  are 
all  knights  of  a  professional  Round  Table,  not  unlike  that  of  King 
Arthur;  for  when  the  order  was  founded,  "Then  rose  the  king  and 
spake  to  all  the  Table  Bound,  and  charged  them  to  be  ever  true  and 
noble  knights — to  do  neither  outrage  nor  murder,  nor  any  unjttst  vio- 
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lenee,  and  always  to  flee  ireason.  Also,  by  bo  means  ever  to  be  erne), 
bat  give  mercy  unto  Kim  that  asked  for  mercy,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting 
the  liberty  of  bis  court  forevermore.  Moreover,  at  all  times,  on  pain 
of  death,  to  give  all  succor  unto  ladies  and  young  damsels ;  and  lastly, 
sever  to  take  part  in  any  wrongful  quarrel  for  reward  or  payment." 
And  to  all  this  he  swore  them  knight  by  knight. 

Then  he  ordained  that  every  year,  at  Pentecost,  they  should  all 
come  before  him  wheresoever  he  might  appoint  the  place,  and  give 
account  of  all  their  doings  and  adventures  of  the  past  twelvemonth. 

And  so,  with  prayer  and  blessing,  and  high  words  of  cheer,  he  in- 
stitated  the  most  noble  order  of  the  Bound  Table,  whereto  the  best 
isd  bravest  knights  in  all  the  world  sought  afterwards  to  find  admis- 
sion." 

And  now,  gentlemen,  let  me  draw  my  good  sword  ExcalihuTf  from 
the  hand  of  the  unseen  servitor  of  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  (for  us  the 
goddess  of  health,  Hygiea),  and  with  it  deal  such  blows  against  igQor- 
tDceand  pretension  as  may  rival  those  of  King  Arthur  with  his,  against 
horrid  giants,  who  slew  other  knights,  but  prevailed  not  against  him 
and  his  charmed  steel.  ^ 

And  when  the  gift  in  return  for  the  presentation  of  the  sword  comes 
to  be  asked  on  her  behalf  by  you,  may  each  of  you  be  armed,  and 
ready  to  claim,  not  a  favor,  but  a  right,  and  to  make  good  his  claim  by 
sack  actions  in  the  joustings  of  the  final  tournament,  that  he  shall  go 
forth  knighted,  with  a  towering  crest,  a  spotless  shield,  a  lance  well  set 
in  rest,  ready  to  do  battle  for  humanity  distressed— ever  ready  to  lay 
WW  trophies  before  the  knights  of  the  Hound  Table  of  our  noble  pro- 
ieasioo,  which  I  hope  the  most  of  you  will  soon  be  called  to  join. 

I^R.  W.  J.  ElstuN,  has  been  appointed  Second-Assistant  Physician 
of  the  Indiana  Hospital  for  the  Insane — a  most  worthy  selection.  With 
Br.  Everts  as  Superintendent,  and  Drs.  Hester  and  Elstun  as  Assist- 
tnts,  the  Hospital  could  not  be  under  better  medical  care. 

Mrs.  Sutton,  wife  of  Dr.  George  Sutton,  of  Aurora,  Indiana,  died 
00  the  11th  of  last  month.  The  sympathies  of  Dr.  Sutton's  numer- 
ous professional  friends  are  with  him  in  this  sad  affliction. 

HxBEDiTABT  ToNGUB-TiE. — ^M.  Mignot,  of  the  H6pital  de  Chan- 
telle,  observes  that  hereditary  influence  may  be  observed  in  small  de- 
tails as  well  as  in  the  general  disposition  of  organs.  It  has  not  been 
remarked  upon  by  authors  in  relation  to  the  duplication  of  the  mucous 
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membrane  tenned  the  fradnum  linguie,  which,  existing  only  in  a  rudi- 
mentary state  in  some  children,  is  considerably  deyeloped  in  others. 
He  met  with  a  lad  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  was  a  distinguished  pupil 
at  one  of  the  lyceos,  and  spoke  without  difficulty.  Having  occasion  to 
examine  his  mouth,  he  found  the  tongue  kept  down  to  the  buccal  floor 
of  the  mouth  in  consequence  of  the  short  and  thick  frsenum  which 
extended  to  its  point.  Unable  to  pass  the  alveolar  arch,  the  tougue 
had,  by  its  constant  pressure,  pushed  this  forwards  so  that  the  incis- 
ors were  projected  externally,  becoming  also  somewhat  slanting,  and 
separated  from  each  other  by  a  considerable  interval.  When  he  tried 
to  put  the  tongue  out  it  curved  backwards,  striking  against  them.  The 
lad's  mother  had  precisely  the  same  defect,  producing  with  her  some 
difficulty  of  speech.  Out  of  four  of  her  children,  three  were  born  with 
.  die  same  state  of  the  fr»num. — Gazette  Hehd.,  November  6. 

Bromidb  op  PoTASsniM  IN  THB  NuRSERT. — Scarcely  any  modern 
remedy  has  enjoyed  such  favor  among  practitioners,  and  been  the  sub- 
ject of  such  extensive  research,  as  bromide  of  potassium.  Its  effects 
have  been  vaunted  in  a  considerable  number  of  maladies  where  it  is 
necessary  to  exert  a  sedative  action  upon  the  nervous  system — ^for  in- 
stance, epilepsy,  croup,  headache,  &c.  M.  Moutard-Martin,  a  nosoco- 
mial physician  of  Paris,  now  informs  us  that  it  has  proved  a  most  useful 
remedy  ia  his  hands  for  combating  certain  infantile  diseases,  and  has 
been  of  especial  service  in  producing  a  condition  of  tranquility  in 
children  who  are  much  agitated  by  disease,  and  in  procuring  rest  to 
infants  who  are  deprived  of  sleep.  The  suffering  which  some  children 
undergo  from  want  of  sleep,  even  when  not  otherwise  ill,  and  the  dis- 
tress to  which  they  put  their  nurses  or  parents,  are  so  great  that  any 
remedy  having,  like  the  one  in  question,  the  property  of  inducing  need- 
ful repose,  must  be  most  welcome  both  to  practitioners  and  parents. 
M.  Moutard-Martin  states  that  when  every  other  remedy — such  as  the 
warm  bath,  orange-flower  water,  and  the  infusion  of  cherry — has  failed 
in  such  cases,  the  bromide  of  potassium  has  siven  the  most  remarka- 
ble results.  There  are  also  other  cases  in  which  its  employment  is  very 
valuable  in  infantile  therapeutics.  The  nervous  erythism  which  at- 
tends dentition,  and  which  manifests  itself  by  a  condition  of  excite- 
ment, cough  and  sleeplessness,  is  often  abated  by  the  employment  of 
the  medicament;  and  M.  Moutard-Martin  is  conndent  that  its  timely 
and  proper  use  may  even  ward  off  attacks  of  convulsions.  In  many 
cases  its  action  is  very  prompt  and  decisive.  It  should  be  admistered 
to  very  young  children  in  weak  doses  of  from  five  to  twenty  centigram- 
mes, and  should  be  withheld  in  cases  of  diarrhoea. — Lancet,  Dec,  12ih, 
1868. 

We  have  so  often  occasion  to  refer  to  the  proceeding  of  the 
Academic  de  M6decine  that  our  readers  may  like  to  know  a  little  more 
of  its  exact  constitution.  The  Societe  Eoyale  de  Medecine  and  the 
famous  Academic  de  Chirugie  having  disappeared  during  the  storm  of 
the  Revolution,  and  the  want  of  a  learned  Medical  body  being  felt  at 
the  Bestoration,  the  present  Academy  was  instituted  by  royal  charter  in 
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0,  though  not  fonnally  opened  until  1824.  Of  the  one  hundred 
tfld  fifty  one  original  foundation  members,  part  nominated  by  the 
erown  and  part  chosen  by  the  Academy,  only  four  now  survive.  The 
Academy  now  consists  of  one  hundred  titular  members,  distributed 
ijito  eleven  sections — ^viz.,  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  ten  members; 
Medical  Pathology,  thirteen;  Surgical  Pathology,  ten;  Therapeutics 
and  Medical  Natural  History,  ten;  Operative  Medicine,  seven;  Patho^ 
logical  Anatomy,  seven;  Obstetrics,  seven;  Public  Hygiene,  Legal 
Medicine,  and  Medical  Police,  ten;  Veterinary  Medicine,  six;  Medical 
PhjBics  and  Chemistry,  ten;  Pharmacy,  ten.  There  are  also  nine  '^£ree 
associates,"  twelve  "  national  associates,"  and  fourteen  ^'foreign  asso- 
ciates;" each  of  these  may  be  increased  to  twenty  members.  More- 
OTer,  there  are  one  hundred  and  twenty  "national  correspodents "  to 
be  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  "foreign  correspondents,"  to 
be  reduced  to  fifty j — THmes  and  Gazette. 

Entire  removal  of  the  tongue  for  Epithelioma  of  that  organ  was 
performed  by  Dr.  Fenwick,  on  Friday,  the  twentieth  November,  at  the 
Moatzeal  General  Hospital.  The  patient  was  a  gentleman  from  Canada 
West,  who  came  to  Montreal  to  seek  advice  touching  a  disease  of  the 
tongue,  which  had  been  pronounced  to  be  Epithelioma.  The  operation 
as  performed  was  speedy  and  bloodless,  being  that  described  by  Mr.  Nun- 
neley  of  Leeds.  An  incision  was  made  in  the  median  line  between  the 
chin  and  hyoid  bone,  and  the  genio  hyoid  muscles  separated.  A  long 
carved  needle,  to  which  was  attached  the  chain  of  an  ecraseur  was  then 
introduced  into  the  mouth,  through  its  floor,  and  close  to  base  of  the 
tongue;  this  was  pushed  over  the  tongue  as  far  back  as  possible,  the 
tongue  being  forcibly  drawn  out  of  the  mouth  by  a  piece  of  strong 
^mMd  which  transfixed  its  substance.  After  applying  the  chain  and 
strangulating  the  organ,  the  operator  proceeded  to  ablate,  and  the  organ 
was  severed  in  nine  minutes  and  a  half.  The  case  has  progressed  most 
favorably,  the  patient  returning  home,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
nioety  miles,  on  the  twelfth  day  after  the  operation. — Canada  Medical 
Journal,  December,  1868. 

Chinoyig  Acid. — This  is  a  resinous  acid  contained  in  all  cinchona 
barks.  Its  physiological  effects  have  been  partially  examined  by  Dr. 
€r.  Kerner,  in  a  paper  treating  mainly  of  its  therapeutic  value  (  Wiener 
Med.  Wochensch.,  43;  and  Practitioner,  No.  2, 1868,  p.  127).  He  finds 
that  it  adds  greatly  to  the  tonic  effects  of  bark,  and  that  it  is  not  lia- 
ble, like  quinia,  to  cause  "cerebral  congestion." — Journal  of  Anatomif 
and  Ph^ftioUxfy,  November,  1868. 

Digitalis. — Dr.  Constantin  Paul,  the  able  editor  of  the  last  edi- 
tion of  Trousseau's  Traite  de  Therapeutique,  has  published  a  research 
on  the  influence  of  digitalis  on  the  pulse  {Bulletin  General  de  Thera- 
peiUique,  Tome  LXXIV,  1868,  p.  193),  in  which  his  principal  results 
were  obtained  by  the  use  of  sphygmograph.  He  thus  states  his  con- 
clusions: Digitalis,  in  small  doses,  generally  diminishes  the  frequency « 
of  the  pulse;  in  large  doses,  it  increases  it.     When  digitalis  is  exhib- 
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ited  in  such  doses  as  to  produce  its  hyposthenic  effects,  it  lowers  tlie 
arterial  tension ;  and  tlie  contrary  effect  may,  possibly,  be  produced  by 
Tery  small  doses,  as  some  investigators  have  asserted.  Finally,  it  is 
probable  that  digitalis  raises  tbe  arterial  tension  wben  it  diminishes  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  that  it  lowers  this  tension  when  it  increases 
the  number  of  the  pulsations.-^i%u2. 

Om  TriJcinemas  naturliga  forekommande^  af  Axel  Key,  Professor  i 
Pathol.  Anat.  vid  Karolinska  Institutet.  Prof.  Key  contributes  a  paper 
on  the  natural  occurrence  of  TncMruB^  his  object  being,  by  pointing  out 
the  mode  in  which  the  pig  becomes  affected,  to  facilitate  the  prevention 
of  the  diffusion  of  the  disease. 

It  would  appear  that  the  trichina  spiralis  never  occurs  in  birds, 
fishes,  amphibious  or  invertebrate  animals,  and  that  these  can  not  even 
be  experimentally  infected.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the  mammalia  are, 
with  more  or  less  difficulty,  capable  of  being  infected.  Nevertheless, 
trichinffi  are  fortunately  not  so  widely  diffused  in  nature  as  might  be 
expected  from  this  fact,  many  animals  being  protected  from  trichinosis, 
not  only  by  the  difficulty  of  infecting  them,  but  also  by  the  nature  of 
their  food.  It  is  quite  certain  that  trichinss  are  not  conveyed  to  ani- 
mals in  any  kind  of  vegetable  food.  In  addition  to  men  and  swine, 
the  animals  which  have  been  found  spontaneoudy  affected  with  trichinae, 
are  rats,  cats,  foxes,  polecats,  martens  and  hedgehogs.  There  is  ne 
doubt,  however,  these  dangerous  parasites  occur  also  in  other  carnivo- 
rous animals  not  yet  fully  examined.  The  ruminants  seem  to  be  scarcely 
susceptible  of  trichinous  infection.  Prof.  Sjostedt  succeeded,  never- 
theless, in  infecting  a  goat  and  a  sheep.  He  thinks  it  important  that 
to  these  animals  the  infected  food  should  be  given  in  a  fluid  form,  or 
cut  up  in  small  portions  in  water,  so  as  to  prevent  rumination,  which 
probably  prevents  infection.  The  author  believes  that  the  chief 
source  of  the  infection  of  the  pig  is  the  rat,  in  which  latter  animal  the 
trichina  is  very  common.  He  says  it  is  ascertained  that  pigs  eat  rats, 
whether  they  find  them  dead  or  catch  them  living,  and  he  shows  that 
it  is  precisely  the  animal  infected  with  and  lamed  by  the  disease,  that 
will  most  easily  be  caught.  Hence  he  infers  that  the  extirpation  of 
the  rat,  and  its  exclusion  from  the  pig-sty,  will  be  the  most  efficacious 
prophlylactic  means. — Ibid. 

A  LAB  who  was  dying  from  exhaustion  after  an  operation  performed 
at  the  Palermo  Hospital,  is  said  to  have  been  saved  by  transfusion  6f 
blood  from  the  veins  of  two  students. 

PoiaoNiNO  BY  Nicotine. — M.  Tardieu  has  remarked  the  curious 
fact  that  animals  killed  by  this  poison  always  fall  on  the  right  side. — 
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fhna  H  will  be  seen  that  if  man  has  pawiottfl  which  impel  him  to  the  deetrnctlon  of  man,  if 
ke  be  the  only  animal  who,  deepiaing  hie  natural  means  of  attack  and  deiinoe,  hie  derieed  new 
Mau  of  deetmctiMi,  he  !•  also  the  only  animal  who  has  the  desire,  or  the  power,  to  rdieve  the 
nferiags  of  his  fellow  citixens,  and  In  Whom  the  eo-existenoe  of  reason  and  benoTolence  attests 
aaoralas  well  as  an  inteUecCnal  stipeiiorlty.— Obavh*  OumoAL  Msnicm. 
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Not  long  since,  two  oases  of  chronic  pleurisy  with  effusion,  were 
under  mj  care,  in  which  it  was  thought  advisable  to  perform  the  ope- 
ratioa  of  thoracentesis.  In  both  cases  there  were  unmistakable  phys^ 
ical  signs  of  a  large  pleuritic  effusion,  and  though  the  urgent  dyspnoea, 
so  often  present,  was  absent  in  these  cases,  the  pallor,  anaemia,  and 
general  debility,  showed  plainly  that  the  vital  function  of  hasmatosis 
was  seriously  interfered  with.  In  both  of  them,  constitutional  reme- 
dies had  been  faithfully  tried,  but  of  i^o  avail,  and  the  operation  was 
performed  as  a  dernier  resiort,  with  a  view  either  to  a  permanent  cure, 
or  as  a  mere  palliative  measure. 

The  first  eaae  operated  upon  waa  that  of  a  young  unmarried  lady, 
aged  about  twenty-five  years.  'The  chest  was  tapped  on  four  separate 
occasions,  at  her  own  request.  A  large  purulent  collection  was  evacu- 
ated at  each  sitting,  much  to  the  mitigation  of  her  symptoms.  At  the 
fourth  tapping,  the  paracentetis  of  necesit^  had  taken  place,  and  I  made 
a  counter  opening  at  the  point  recommended  by  Malgaigne. 

This  patient  calls  in  to  see  me  occasionally,  and  although  it  has 
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been^  nearly  three  years  since  the  first  tapping  was  performed  on  her, 
she  still  holds  her  own,  with  a  fistulous  opening  in  the  mammary  re- 
gion Qf  the  left  side.  I  am  satisfied  that  life  has  been  prolonged  and 
rendered  comparatively  comfortable  in  this  case,  by  the  performance 
of  the  operation. 

The  other  case  operated  upon,  was  that  of  a  man  aged  twenty -eight 
years.  A  thick,  glutinous,  fibro  purulent  material  was  drawn  through 
the  canula,  by  Bowditch's  suction  apparatus,  to  the  amount  of  nine 
pints  by  measurement.  He  expressed  himself  as  feeling  greatly  re- 
lieved by  the  tapping. 

I  have  lost  sight  of  this  case  entirely,  but  have  no  doubt  that  if 
the  operation  could  not  have  efifected  a  radical  cure,  it  certainly  pro- 
longed and  rendered  life  more  comfortable. 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  a  number  of  subjects,  the  great  pressure 
upon  the  lung,  of  a  copious  pleuritic  eflfusion,  does  not  produce  more 
manifest  dyspnoea.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  a  fair  physiological  infer- 
ence, that  when  the  function  of  one  lung  is  so  largely  compromised, 
healthy  nutrition  and  sanguification  must  fall  below  par,  so  intimately 
dependent  are  they  upon  the  proper  performance  of  respiration. 

The  operation  of  empyema,  paracentesis  thoracis,  thoracentesis, 
or  tapping  the  chest,  lays  just  claim  to  being  considered  one  of  the 
oldest  in  surgery,  performed  as  it  has  been,  from  the  remotest  days  of 
antiquity.  It  owes  its  origin,  it  is  said,  to  a  mythological  legend,  which 
tells  us  that  Jason,  seeking  death  in  the  midst  of  battle,  received  a  lance 
wound  in  the  chest,  and  was  thus  artificially  relieved  of  an  empyema. 
Traced  as  it  can  be,  certainly,  from  Hippocrates  downwards,  through  all 
this  long  series  of  years,  it  has  afforded  a  theme  for  animated  discussion 
as  to  its  merits  and  demerits,  and  as  to  the  proper  cases,  and  indica- 
tions for  its  performance.  It  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation  on 
my  part,  to  even  attempt  giving  .a  resum^  of  the  opinions  of  the  differ- 
y^nt  authorities,  during  its  earjier  history,  for  it  can  be  truly  said  tliat 
they  differ  widely  on  almost  every  point.  The  cases  imperatively  de- 
manding it  as  a  means  of  saving  life,  those  in  whom  it  would  only  serve 
as  a  palliative,  furthering  other  therapeutic  agents  brought  to  bear, 
the  place  of  election,  the  mode  of  operating, dand  the  possible  danger 
and  consequences  of  air  being  admitted  into  the  pleural  cavity,  have 
been  subjects  of  angry  discussion  in  days  gone  by. 

Of  late  years,  however,  its  utility  in  many  cases,  has  begun  to  at- 
tract the  notice  of  observers,  and  accumul^ited  experience  attests  the 
fact  that  it  should  no  longer  be  regarded  the  anceps  remedium,  as 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SFFU8ION8  INTO  THE  PLEURAL  SAC.  67 

formierlj.  A  modem  author  has  remarked  that  it  is  a  meaBore  which 
has  frequently  proved  successful,  and  that  too  in  a  disease  which  is 
generally,  if  not  always,  beyond  the  influence  of  medicine,  and  too 
often  beyond  the  power  of  nature  to  remove.  When  we  reflect  that  it 
is  a  procedure  at  all  times  easy  of  execution,  productive  of  little  pain 
to  &e  patient,  generally  followed  by  immediate  relief,  and  has  in  nu- 
merous instances  been  crowned  with  complete  success,  it  is  surprising 
to  find  the.great  opposition  it  has  met,  and  still  continues  to  meet  with. 
If  any  surgical  operation  had  been  found  upon  long  and  faithful  trial 
to  uniformly  fail,  we  certainly  would  have  just  cause  for  regarding  it 
with  distrust,  or  for  discarding  it  entirely;  but  when  we  reflect  that 
this  one,  performed  as  it  has  been  in  a  vast  number  of  cases,  since  the 
•  days  of  Hippocrates,  with  successful  results,  we  ought,  'perforce^  to 
arrive  at  a  far  different  conclusion.  It  numbers  among  its  advocates 
the  great  names  of  Townsend,  Hamilton  Roe,  and  Hughes,  and  Laen- 
nee^  and  as  we  approach  our  own  times,  those  of  Walshe,  Yalleiz,  Vi- 
dal  de  Cassis,  Yelpeau,  Trousseau,  Flint  and  Bowditch,  with  a  host 
of  others,  of  nearly  equal  celebrity,  as  pains-taking  and  impartial  ob- 
servers. 

In  considering  th^  subject,  I  have  thought  that  the  following  divis- 
ion of  it  might  be  made : 

Firtt — Those  cases  in  which  the  operation  is  imperatively  demanded 
vith  a  view  to  saving  life.    • 

*  Second — Those  cases  in  which,  though  life  is  not  immediately 
threatened,  health  is  seriously  impaired  by  the  presence  of  the  efFu- 
rion,  and  the  operation  is  indicated,  to  further  other  therapeutic  means, 
after  faithful  but  unsuccessful  efforts  have  been  made  to  produce  ab- 
soiption. 

Third — Those  in  which,  firom  other  complications,  such  as  tuber- 
enlosis  and  cancer  of  the  lung,  the  operation  may  be  performed,  not 
with  the  object  of  effecting  a  permanent  cure,  but  only  for  its  tempo- 
nrQy  beneficial  influence. 

Fourth — Those  cases  in  which  the  operation  is  contra-indicated. 

Under  the  first  heading,  I  place  cases  of  acute  pleurisy  with  effu- 
sion. It  is  well  known,  that  very  often  in  this  affection,  death  has 
oeeurred  from  a  copious  and  rapid  effusion,  producing  apnosa  or  suffo- 
cation, after  all  the  most  efficient  therapeutic  agents  have  been  brought 
to  bear,  either  to  quell  febrile  excitement,  or  to  favor  absorption  of  the 
effined  fluid.  Indeed,  in  many  instances,  the  stages  of  gleuritis  follow 
BO  rapidly  upon  each  other,  that  the  effusion  seems  to  have  taken  place 
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almost  at  the  very  onset  of  the  attack,  and  the  life  of  the  patient 
placed  in  extreme  jeopardy  thereby.  To  wait  noto  for  the  effects  of 
mercurialization,  blood-letting,  and  other  so-called  antiphlogistics,  to 
trust  to  the  actions,  uncertain  as  they  sometimes  are,  of  digitalis, 
squills,  salines,  and  other  drugs  of  the  diuretic  and  purgative  class,  and 
to  annoy  him  with  sinapisms,  blisters,  &c.,  while  he  is  in  the  very  jaws 
of  death  by  suffocation,  when  a  simple  puncture  of  the  chest  would  not 
only  palliate  the  distressing  symptoms*  and  prolong  life,  but  may  effect 
a  permanent  cure,  seems  to  me  opposed  to  the  dictates  of  common 
sense  and  extremely  unphilosophical.  Such  cases  as  these  haV^  been 
operated  upon,  immediate  relief  has  followed,  and  yet  we  have  the 
question  asked:  Would  they  not  have  recovered  without  it?  Can  we 
not  as  reasonably  make  the  inquiry:  Would  they  not  have  died  with-  • 
out  it  ?  Addison  was  a  staunch  opponent  of  the  operation  upder  all 
circumstances,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  all  his  opposition  was  derived 
from  the  observation  of  a  single  case.  Being  called  in  consultation  to 
see  a  case  of  acute  pleurisy,  with  all  the  rational  and  physical  signs  of 
a  copious  effusion,  and  the  subject  seeming  in  imminent  danger  from 
suffocation,  thoracentesis  was  proposed  as  a  means  of  relief.  Addison 
opposed  it  vehemently,  and  persisted  in  the  use  <^  the  ordinary  means 
to  procure  absorption.  The  case,  it  seems,  ultimately  recovered.  Cer- 
tainly this  isolated  instance  should  not  militate  against  the  procedure, 
for  where  we  meet  with  one  such  favorable  termination,  many  others 
will  terminate  unfavorably.  Even  if  this  were  not  so,  what  harm  could 
have  arisen  from  early  puncture,  so  soon  as  the  signs  of  suffocation 
were  developed?  It  may  be  answered  that  the  introduction  of  air  into 
the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  would  prove  a  source  of  danger,  by  the  con- 
version of  a  serous  into  a  pyogenic  membrane.  That  this  danger  is 
more  imaginary  than  real,  will  be  mentioned  farther  on.  But  even 
granting  that  the  serous  effusion  is  thereby  converted  into  a  purulent 
one,  statistics  prove  that  the  immediate  danger  to  life  is  not  at  all  aug- 
mented thereby.  Cases  are  relieved  as  promptly,  and  life  prolonged 
as  certainly,  in  patients  whose  chests  have  been  tapped,  and  pus  re- 
moved at  the  first  sitting,  though  ultimate  recovery  is  not  as  certain  aa 
in  those  cases  in  which  pure  serum  is  evacuated ;  for  the  corpuscular  ele- 
ment of  inflammation,  its  unfitness  for  a  high  state  of  organization  and 
repair,  together  with  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  subject's  gen- 
eral health,  preclude  the  possibility  of  ultimate  restoration  to  health. 
Trousseau,  hoprever,  remarks  that  the  per  centage  of  recoveries  is 
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nearly  as  gre&t  in  those  cases  in  which  pus  has  been  evacuated,  as  in 
those  in  which  clear  serum  is  withdrawn. 

That  pure,  uncomplicated  pleurisy  with  effusion,  does,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  progress  favorably,  or  tend  to  recovery  under  ordi- 
nary treatment,  is  undoubted,  but  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  a  vast 
number  of  the  chronic  cases,  where  the  effusion  persists,  and  lung  is 
enveloped  and  bound  down  by  fine  adhesions,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of 
expansion,  are  the  results  of  too  much  temporizing,  and  too  long  defer- 
ring the  operation  of  tapping. 

Space  will  not  allow  me  to  quote  authority  on  the  points  above  con-  ^ 
sidered.  Numerous  are  the  advocates  of  this  procedure  in  the  cases 
under  consideration.  Yalleix,  Trousseau,  Sedillot,  Stokes,  Flint,  Bow- 
ditch  and  others,  give  us  the  weight  of  their  authority  in  favor  of  it; 
not  upon  theoretical  grounds  solely,  but  bringing  to  bear  upon  the  sub- 
ject, the  stubbornness  of  facts  and  statistics.  The  language  of  Flint  is 
emphatic,  while  Bowditch  may  be  regarded  as  its  boldest  and  most  en- 
thusiastic advocate.  The  tabulated  statements  of  other  authors  might 
be  quoted,  all  tending  to  prove  the  gratifying  results  following  the 
o))eration  in  acute  pleurisy,  but  space  will  not  permit  it.  Reference  is 
simply  made  to  Hamilton  Roe,  Trousseau,  Yalleix,  Archambault  and 
Beau.  From  these,  it  appears  that  the  operation  has  been  performed 
in  acute  pleuritis  at  all  ages,  with  successful  results.  In  almost  every 
instance  when  it  was  performed  at  an  early  stage  of  empyema,  or  in- 
flammatory hydrothorax,  it  was  successful,  and  failed  to  cure  in  those 
only  in  which  it  had  been  too  long  deferred.  Many  of  these  cases, 
indeed,  attest  the  fact  that  the  success  of  the  operation  is  directly  in 
proportion  to  the  shortness  of  the  time  which  intervened^  between  the  » 
accumulation  of  the  fluid  and  the  time  of  its  performance,  and  that 
the  chief  cause  of  its  failure  was  its  being  postponed  until  too  late  a 
period. 

The  columns  of  medical  journals  have  been  in  days  past,  and  at  the 
present  time  are,  filled  with  reports  of  successful  results  following  this 
operation  of  thoracentesis  in  acute  pleurisy  with  effusion.  Isolated 
cases  are  thus  noted  and  statistics  accumulated  from  the  hospital  and 
private  practice  of  American,  English  and  continental  observers,  brought 
forward.  These,  to  my  mind  at  least,  conclusively  establish  the  fact 
that  in  acute  pleuritis  with  copious  and  rapid  effusion,  threatening 
death  by  apncsa,  when  ordinary  remedies  have  failed  to  procure  re- 
moval of  the  effused  fluid,  paracentesis  should  be  resorted  to  either  as  a 
means  of  saving  or  prolonging  life.     It  should  be  regarded,  indeed, 
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as  one  of  the  most  powerful  weapons  that  conservative  medicine  can 
wield  against  an  affection,  at  times,  so  fatal  and  so  rebellious  to  treat- 
ment. 

Under  the  second  heading  are  placed  cases  of  chronic  pleurisy  with 
effusion — those  either  essentially  or  originally  chronic,  or  those  which 
result  from  an  acute  attack.  It  may  be  remarked  en  passant,  that 
acute  and  chronic  pleurisy  often  merge  so  insensibly  into  each  other, 
that  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  mark  the  boundary  line  between  them ; 
for  in  many  instances,  the  mere  question  of  time  will  not  solve  the  dif- 
ficulty. In  one  instance,  the  pain,  dyspnoea,  and  febrile  excitement, 
will  last  for  weeks  before  the  subsidence  of  urgent  symptoms.  In  an- 
other, the  effusion,  though  still  remaining,  will  give  rise  to  only  occa- 
sional pain,  with  dyspnoea  on  exertion,  and  slight  febrile  exacerbations. ' 
In  still  another  form,  the  effusion  will  be  ascertained  by  physical  ex- 
ploration only,  the  pain,  dyspnoea,  &c.,  as  a  rule,  being  absent.  All  of 
these  forms,  however,  have  one  distinguishing  mark  in  common,  and 
that  is,  that  the  disorder  of  the  general  health  proceeds  pari  passu  with 
the  interference  with  the  vital  functions  of  circulation  and -respiration 
caused  by  the  effusion.  The  two  latter  forms  are  properly  denomintf- 
ated  sub-acute  and  chronic  pleurisy.  The  sub-acute  when  unattended 
to,  or  uninfluenced  by  remedies,  often  merges  into  the  chronic  form. 
Empyema,  pyo-thorax,  or  suppurative  pleurits,  are  included  under  this 
heading,  as  one  of  the  varieties  of  the  chronic  affection. 

In  the  treatment  of  chronic  pleuritis,  we  should  be  guided  by  two 
important  indications,  viz:  First — To  make  use  of  those  therapeutic 
means  which  experience  tells  us  are  beneficial  in  favoring  absorption  of 
,  effused  products.  Second — To  sustain  and  invigorate  the  powers  of 
tbe  system.  In  fact,  we  should  adopt  just  the  line  of  treatment  that 
we  do  ifi  acute  pleurisy,  though  in  a  modified  form  and  degree. 

To  satisfy  the  first  indication,  vesicants  and  iodic  applications  to 
the  chest,  wrth  salines,  diuretics  and  alteratives  may  be  used.  Blood- 
letting and  mercurials,  should  never  be  resorted  to  igi  this  affection  on 
account  of  the  anaemia  and  general  cachexia,  which  are  so  generally 
present. 

The  second  object  is  best  fulfilled  by  paying  proper  attention  to  the 
general  health  and  the  conservative  functions  of  assimilation  and  of 
nutritrion.  Ear  these  objects,  tonics,  vegetable  and  mineral,  exercise 
in  the  open  air,  with  avoidance  of  exposure,  and  the  action  of  cold,  and 
the  proper  observance  of  all  other  hygienic  regulations.  As  Flint  has 
remarked,  cases  which  show  but  little  improvement,  either  as  regards 
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dieir  general  conditioii  or  physical  sigDS,  when  too  much  dependence 
18  placed  on  absorbent  remedies  alone,  immediately  begin  to  change 
for  the  better  on  a  tonic  and  supporting  regimen.  Absorbent  reme- 
dies long  eontinned,  are  apt  to  debilitate.  The  second  object  must  not, 
therefore,  be  lost  sight  of,  in  our  desire  to  affect  disappearance  of  the 
efliision  by  sorbefacients. 

But  both  tonics  and  sorbefacients  often  fail  of  their  object,  and  at 
this  juncture,  paracentesis  becomes  our  only  resort. 

I  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  the  opinion  of  the  ablest  au- 
chorities  is  almost  undivided  on  the  propriety,  indeed,  the  necessity  of 
this  operation,  after  other  measures  have  failed  to  procure  absorption, 
and  when  urgent  symptoms  due  to  pressure  arise.  As  it  has  the  sane- 
lion  of  many  of  the  great  names  before  mentioned,  in  acute  pleurisy, 
80  has  it  in  the  affection  we  are  now  considering.  It  is  in  these  cases 
particularly,  that  Flint  and  Bowditch  speak  in  terms  so  encouraging. 

Hitherto,  the  operation,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  was  thought  to  be 
indicated  only  when  dyspnoea  is  either  constant  or  recurrent,  when, 
after  the  prolonged  use  of  sorbefacient  and  other  remedies,  the  effusion, 
together  with  the  exhaustion,  anaemia  and  general  depressfon  of  the 
vital  powers  still  remained — when  the  effusion,  in  other  words,  is  plainly 
beyond  the  influence  of  remedies.  Then  the  procedure  is  advised,  on 
the  principle  inculcated  by  the  trite  observation  of  Willis — dummodo 
tires  constabuuty  prcettat  remedium  anceps  experiri  quam  nullum. 

Flint  and  Bowditch  have,  however,  by  their  teachings,  greatly  ex- 
teaded  the  sphere  of  its  beneficial  influence.  These  observers,  reflect- 
ing that  this  disease  is  very  often  beyond  the  power  of  medicine  to  re- 
lieve, and  that  the  continuance  with  use  of  therapeutic  agents,  which 
experience  has  found  to  be  of  no  avail,  having  a  tendency  only  to  di- 
minish the  ultimate  chance  of  success,  until  the  effusion  becomes  so 
excessive  and  the  patient's  strength  so  undermined  by  drugs  as  to  re- 
tard or  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  cure,  are  of  the  opinion  that  thora- 
centesis should  not  be  brought  into  requistion  as  a  dernier  reuort  simply, 
bat  be  performed  in  many  cases  where  the  effusion  still  persists, 
though  there  be  no  marked  interference  with  respiration  and  derange- 
Jnent  of  the  general  health. 

To  quote  the  language  of  Flint,  "  It  is  a  question  which  has  of  late 
been  much  discussed,  whether  it  be  not  advisable  to  puncture  in  oases 
in  which  the  chest  is  dilated  with  liquid,  although  the  patient  be  not 
in  great  distress  or  danger.  It  is  clearly  an  object  to  get  rid  of  the 
liquid,  and  the  point  to  be  decided  is,  whether  it  is  better  to  effect 
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that  object  indirectly  by  purgatives,  diuretics,  &o.,  or  to  resort  to  di- 
rect  means,  that  is,  to  puncture  and  withdraw  it.  I  can  testify  from  a 
limited  experience,  to  the  innocuousness  of  the  operation,  after  the 
plan  introduced  by  Drs.  Wyman  and  Bowditch,  the  relief  which  it 
affords,  and  its  value  as  a  means  of  rescuing  patients  from  a  condi- 
tion of  imminent  danger  to  life.  And  the  conclusions  of  Dr.  Bow- 
ditch  are  not  only  sustained  by  his  large  experience,  but  are  consonant 
with  common  sense.  If,  by  an  operation  trivial  with  respect  to  pain, 
or  any  evil  effect,  and  easily  performed,  the  liquid  effusion  may  be 
withdrawn  at  pleasure,  it  is  certainly  to  be  preferred  to  measures  which 
are  indirect,  not  very  reliable,  requiring  considerable  time,  and  produ- 
cing more  or  less  disturbance  of  the  system  and  debility.^' 

Br.  Henry  J.  Bowditch,  in  an  article  published  in  the  American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  January,  1863,  says :  ^^  I  have  performed 
thoracentesis  one  hundred  and  fifty  times  oi^  seventy -five  persons,  dur- 
ing the  past  twelve  years,  besides  being  witness  to  ten  other  cases.  I  now 
give  a  brief  resume  of  my  experience.  I  have  never  seen  the  least 
permanent  evil  ensue  from  any  of  the  operations,  and  but  slight  tem- 
porary diteculy  as  pain,  dyspnoea,  stricture,  cough,  &c.  This,  I  think, 
sufficiently  proves  the  innocuousness  of  the  operation,  by  means  of 
the  exploring  trocar,  and  suction  pump,  as  suggested  by  Br.  Wyman^ 
of  Cambridge,  Mass.  I  was  once  compelled  to  tap  a  patient,  himself 
a  physician,  eight  times  in  six  weeks,  and  to  operate  on  a  lady  nine 
times  during  eight  and  a  half  months,  the  first  being  to  save  her  from 
death  from  orthopnoBa,  when  she  was  four  months  pregnant.  But  of  the 
whole  seventy-five  patients,  twenty-nine  recovered  completely,  and  ap- 
parently in  consequence  of  the  operation.  In  all  these  cases,  the  tap- 
ping seemed  the  first  step  towards  recovery.  I  do  not  pretend  that 
the  operation  will  cure  every  case  in  which  it  is  employed,  b»t  feel 
confident  that,  in  my  hands,  it  has  been  the  means  of  saving  many 
lives;  and  I  believe  that  several  patients  within  my  knowledge,  who 
have  died  whilst  under  the  care  of  other  physicians,  might  have  recov- 
ered, had  it  been  resorted  to.  I  consider  the  operation  so  simple,  that 
I  would  as  soon  perform  it  as  draw  a  tooth  or  vaccinate  a  child." 

Br.  B.,  in  a  later  paper,  advocates  the  procedure,  even  when  the 
dyspncsa  is  not  very  urgent,  or  the  general  health  not  much  impaired. 
In  a  letter  written  to  me  on  this  subject,  I  find  that  he  has,  at  present, 
increased  the  number  of  his  operations  to  two  hundred,  with  the  same 
ratio  of  success. 

Br.  Hughes,  in  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  series  ii,  vol.  ii^  states  that 
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<*  Uie  operation  was  performed  in  twenty-five  cases,  in  some  once,  in 
others  seyeral  times ;  of  these  cases,  tliirteen  may  be  fairly  stated  to 
liaye  recovered,  so  far  as  regarded  the  effusion  into  the  pleural  cavity; 
two  may  be  justly  mentioned  as  having  at  least  partially  recovered ;  ten 
bave  ultimately  died  of  other  diseases,  generally  connected  with  that, 
for  which  the  operation  was  performed,  but  entirely  independent  of 
its  performance/' 

Dr.  Brady,  in  an  article  upon  this  subject,  published  in  the  New 
York  Medical  Journal  for  March,  1856,  reports  the  results  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  operations,  collected  from  various  sources.  They 
are  thus  stated : 

Recovery  complete  in  twenty-nine  cases. 

Relief  obtained  in  fourteen  cases. 

Death  in  thirty-seven  cases,  (not  the  result  of  the  operation.) 

Efiects  null  in  one  case. 

Result  not  known  in  one  case. 

It  must  certainly  be  admitted  that  language  is  hardly  strong  enough 
to  establish  the  benefits  of  this  operation  in  the  cases  under  considera- 
ti<m,  i£  statistics  do  not  greatly  err. 

Under  the  third  heading  are  placed  oases  of  empyema,  complica- 
ted with,  or  having  for  their  cause  tubercular  or  cancerous  disease  of  the 
lungs,  or  with  organic  heterologous  changes  in  the  pleural  membrane. 
Though  under  such  circumstances  permanent  relief  can  not  be  expec- 
ted from  the  operation,  on  account  of  the  great  underlying  morbid 
conditionB,  palliation  of  distressing  symptoms  and  prolongation  of 
life,  may  be  effected  by  it.  In  the  promotion  of  euthanasia  it  is  there- 
fore useful.  If,  however,  we  are  disposed  to  agree  with  Bennett  and 
others,  in  the  opinion  that  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  by  no  means  an 
incurable  affection,  the  operation  may  even  here  prove  to  be  something 
Bore  than  a  mere  palliative  measure — may  be  even  followed  by  a  cure. 
Laennec  was  of  the  opinion  that  we  should  not  abandon  all  hope  of 
cure,  even  when  there  exists  so  serious  a  complication  as  tuberculosis ; 
provided  there  be  no  evidence  of  cavities  in  t}ie  opposite  lung. 

In  mechanical  hydro-thorax,  the  result  of  organic  disease  of  the 
kidneys,  liver,  or  heart,  the  operation  holds  out  but  little  prospect  of 
permanent  relief,  on  account  of  the  progressively  fatal  tendencies  of 
its  anterior  and  causative  morbid  conditions, 'though  distressing  symp- 
toms may  be  temporarily  mitigated  and  Kfe  prolonged  by  it.  Thia 
form  of  effusion  is,  however,  seldom  so  copious  as  to  give  rise  to  symp- 
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ioms  demanding  thoracentesis,  and  is  generally  amenable  to  other 
treatment. 

Under  the  fourth  heading,  bloody  effusions  following  gun-shot 
wounds  of  the  pleura  or  lung  are  properly  placed.  The  idea  was  first 
suggested  by  Baron  Larrey,  the  elder,  that  extravasation  of  blood  into 
the  thoracic  cayity,  would  of  itself  serve  as  nature's  plug,  and  prevent 
further  hemorrhage  with  its  attendant  syncope  and  exhaustion.  Para- 
centesis is,  therefore,  contra-indicated  here,  until  the  hemorrhage  has 
ceased,  and  all  danger  from  its  effects  passed  by.  Larrey  states  this 
period  to  be  at  about  the  tenth  or  fourteenth  day. 

From  what  I  can  glean  from  authorities,  it  seems  that  the  age  of 
the  patient  bears  no  direct  relation  to  the  result  of  the  operation,  in- 
fancy and  old  age  being  attended  with  as  encouraging  success  as  adult 
life.  It  would  seem  that  more  success  attends  its  performance,  when 
the  conservative  functions  of  digestion  and  nutrition  are  well  performed, 
when  the  patient  is  of  fair  constitution,  and  the  effusion  moderate  in 
quantity  and  recently  formed.  On  the  contrary,  the  prospect  of  suc- 
cess diminishes  when  the  effusion  is  of  long  standing  and  accompanied 
by  deteriorated  general  health. 

In  respect  to  quantity  of  the  effusion,  though  if  very  large,  it 
diminishes  the  chance  of  ultimate  cure,  it  does  not  seem,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  have  precluded  success,  for  recovery  has  followed  the  evac- 
uation of  several  quarts.  Larrey  was  success^l  after  withdrawing  fif- 
teen pints.  In  another  successful  operation  performed  by  Dr.  Archer, 
eleven  pints  were  drawn  off  at  the  first  tapping. 

The  length  of  time  which  the  effusion  has  existed,  has  an  import- 
ant bearing  on  the  success  or  failure  of  tapping.  When  it  has  existed 
for  a  long  period,  and  the  lung  is  rendered  incapable  of  expansion, 
after  the  removal  of  the  superincumbent  fluid,  on  account  of  being 
plastered  over  with  fibrinous  deposit,  and  bound  down  by  dense,  tough, 
leathery  adhesions,  thoracentesis,  although  it  may  serve  as  a  palliative 
by  removing  pressure  through  the  mediastinum  upon  the  opposite 
healthy  side,  can  not,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  be  followed  by 
complete  recovery.  This  state  of  things  results  frequently  from  too 
long  deferring  the  operation,  and  it  may  be  stated  that  it  is  just 
the  condition  which  has  given  rise,  to  so  much  opposition  to  the  pro- 
cedure, from  many  writers. 

Reasoning  analogically,  we  may  inquire  as  to  whether  the  opera- 
tion for  strangulated  hernia,  is  not  generally  regarded  as  a  safd  one, 
and  attended  with  enough  success  to  justify  its  performanoe  in  all  cases 
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Rqniring  it.  But  suppose  we  temporise  and  defer  it  until  sphacelation 
of  the  gut  ensues,  must  we  then,  in  the  future,  ignore  it  entirely,  and 
regard  it  as  an  opprobrium  of  the  surgical  art,  because  in  these  des- 
perate cases  it  happens  to  be  unsuccessful? 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  fluid  withdrawn,  and  its  bearing  on  the 
Rsult  of  paracentesis,  something  might  be  said,  though  I  can  glean 
nothing  definite  on  this  subject.      The  observations  and  statistics  of 
Bowditch,  contained  in  his  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases,  are,  however, 
of  some  value.     He  states  that  "  out  of  the  seventy-five,  the  fluid  ob- 
tained at  the  first  operation  was  serum,  in  twenty-six  of  which,  twenty- 
one  made  good  recoveries.     If  afterwards  the  fluid  became  purulent, 
I  have  noticed  an  almost  certain  fatality  to  attend  the  change.     Pus 
lowed  at  first  in  fourteen  cases — seven  of  these  recovered  and  seven 
died.     A  sanguinolent  fluid  at  the  first  puncture,  thin  and  of  a  dark 
red  color,  not  coagulating,  I  consider  almost  certainly  fatal.     But  when 
the  fluid  becomes  of  this  color,  only  at  the  second  or  any  subsequent 
puncture,  I  deem  it  of  comparatively  little  importance.     A  mixture  of 
bloody,  purulent  fluid,  at  the  first  operation,  is  usually  fatal.     A  fetid 
gangrenous  fluid  is  very  rare.*'     In  cases  where  no  fluid  was  obtained, 
Dr.  B.  says :  "  In  seven  cases  I  got  no  fluid  whatever.     The  failure  was 
probably  due  to  the  cautious  and  slow  manner  in  which  I  plunged  the 
trochar  between  the  ribs,  carrying  thus  the  false  membrane  of  the  pleura 
eostalis  before  the  instrument,  instead  of  piercing  it,  so  that  it  really 
aever  entered  the  fluid."     Dr.  B.  also  states  that  other  times,  he  has  no 
doubt  but  that  an  error  in  diagnosis  was  made,  when  there  was  simply 
an  uncxpand|3d  lung,  covered  by  thick,  false  membranes,  causing  as 
nueh  flatness  on  percussion  as  if  there  was  fluid  present. 

The  danger  of  the  introduction  of  air  into  the  cavity  of  the  pleura, 
daring  paracentesis,  has  long  occupied  the  attention  of  medical  men, 
and  given  rise  to  not  a  little  discussion.  The  opinion  of  the  great 
majority  at  the  present  day,  is  that,  though  the  long  continued  and  oft 
repeated  contact  of  air  with  the  pleura,  may  cause  increased  irritation, 
and  possibly  putridity  of  its  contents,  the  transient  introduction  of  it 
is  innocuous,  so  far  as  these  effiects  are  concerned,  but  that  it  may  be 
detrimental,  and  as  little  as  possible  should  be  allowed  to  enter,  on^ic- 
connt  of  its  aflfording  an  obstacle  to  the  rapid  and  free  expansion  of 
the  Inng,  after  the  removal  of  the  effusion.  Cases  are  on  record,  in 
which  immediately  after  the  operation  the  signs  of  pneumo-thorax  were 
developed,  showing  that  air  was  certainly  introduced,  and  yet  they 
were  followed  by  complete  recovery.     The  experiments  of  Nysten  and 
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Speiss,  clearly  indicate  that  air  transiently  applied,  exerts  no  delete- 
rious influence  on  the  contents  of  the  chest,  and  that  its  removal  may 
be  entrusted  to  the  agency  of  the  absorbents. 

If  the  fear  of  the  introduction  of  air  in  small  amount  into  the  chest, 
is  to  deter  us  from  operating  in  certain  cases,  we  should  never  resort 
to  the  procedure  at  all,  for  there  is  no  expedient  that  has,  or  can  be 
devised,  to  altogether  prevent  it.  Air  must,  and  always  docs,  enter 
the  chest  during  paracentesis.  It  can  not  be  prevented  by  any  means. 
If  air  did  not  enter,  or  we  could  possibly  prevent  its  entrance,  none  of 
the  effusion  would,  flow  outwards,  and  our  main  object,  relief  from  pres- 
sure and  distension,  would  be  defeated.  The  flowing  in  of  air,  is  an 
indispensable  condition  for  the  flowing  out  of  the  fluid. 

Shall  the  opening  of  paracentesis  be  closed  or  left  open?  No  rule 
which  will  apply  to  all  cases,  can  be  laid  down  on  this  point.  In  cases 
of  acute  pleuritic  effusions,  or  in  those  chronic  ones,  where  the  fluid  is 
found  to  be  serous,  and  when  we  hope  to  relieve  by  the  single  tapping, 
the  opening  should  be  closed  and  hermetically  sealed.  In  cases  where 
purulent  material  h  discharged,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  re-accumula- 
tions will  take  |flace  from  time  to  time  (as  is  the  rule)  after  the  opera- 
tion, requiring  several  tappings,  the  wound  should  be  left  open,  kept 
open  and  not  allowed  to  heal.  This  is  to  be  advised  for  very  good 
reasons.  The  opening  thus  left,  by  establishing  drainage,  will  prevent 
a  re-accumulation,  and  allow  the  lung  to  become  unfolded.  If  the 
opening  is  closed,  operations  at  different  points  will  have  to  be  per- 
formed at  each  fresh  accumulation.  Air,  of  course,  will  then  enter  in 
large  quantities.  If  the  opening  is  closed  upon  this  air,  it  is  left  free 
to  prevent  expansion  of  the  lung,  to  set  up  its  irritations  with  conse- 
quent putridity  and  offensive  accumulations,  without  a  vent.  In  short, 
if  air  must  pass  in,  give  it  and  its  consequent  offensive  materials,  chance 
to  pass  out. 

To  effect  this  object  perfectly  and  neatly,  the  drainage  system  sug- 
gested by  Chassaignac,  and  so  concisely  described  by  Mr.  Poland  in 
Holmes'  System  of  Surgery,  will  be  found  very  convenient  and  avail- 
able. 

^he  question  has  been  discussed,  as  to  whether  all  the  fluid  should 
be  evacuated  at  one  sitting,  or  removed  at  successive  intervals.  Town- 
send,  Laennec,  Stokes,  Todd  Thompson  and  others,  decide  in  favor 
of  the  latter  procedure,  whilst  Bowditch  and  Flint  advise,  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  that  as  much  fluid  should  be  removed  as 
flows  freely  and  uninterruptedly  through  the  canula.     What  adran- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SCTUBIOlfB  INTO  THS  PLEUAAL  SAC.  77 

tages  accrue  from  muUCple  evacutions,  in  ail  cases,  instead  of  OTie  com- 
plete one,  does  not  appear  clear  to  my  mind.  In  some  cases,  howeyer,  ^ 
when  from  the  great  debility  of  the  subject,  it  is  found  that  a  large  and 
radden  evacuation,  by  remoYing  a  long  accustomed  support  of  the  tho- 
racic yiscera,  might  cause  syncope  with  quite  serious  shock  and  depres- 
sion, the  removal  of  small  portions  of  the  fluid  at  intervals,  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  to  palliate  urgent  symptoms,  would  certainly  be  the 
more  prudent  procedure. 

When  from  the  long  contact  of  air  with  the  pleural  cavity,  or  from 
other  causes,  the  discharges  become  putrescent  and  offensive,  or  with 
the  idea  that  a  new  diseased  action  can  be  established  in  the  chronic - 
tllj  inflamed  and  pyogenic  membrane,  authorities  are  for  the  most  part 
agreed,  that  simple  and  medicated  injections  are  not  only  innocuous, 
hat  of  great  utility.  They  may  consist,  either  of  simple  warm  water, 
or  water  holding  in  solution,  drugs  of  the  alterative  and  detergent  class, 
B«eh  as  chlorine,  bromine,  iodine,"chloride  of  zinc,  permanganate  of  pot- 
ash, &c.  The  researches  of  Pasteur,  utilized  by  Lister,  as  to  the  uses  of 
carbolic  acid,  in  surgery,  point  to  that  agent  as  being  the  most  effec- 
tive we  could  use  in  this  class  of  affections — ^as  an  injection  to  be  used 
in  aqueous  solution,  or  suspended  in  oil  or  glycerine.  The  opening  of 
the  operation  might  be  covered  over  with  a  paste  of  the  same,  made 
with  glycerine  and  whiting. 

For  performing  the  operation,  cauterization,  the  simple  incision, 
and  the  incision  with  the  trochar  and  canula,  have  been  recommended 
and  used. 

Cauterization  has  justly  become  almost  obsolete,  and  repudiated  by 
Bodern  surgeons.  Besides  possessing  no  advantages  over  the  simple 
and  less  tedious  methods  of  operating,  it  is  much  more  painful  and 
haniaing  to  the  patient.  As  recommended  by  Walshe,  however,  in 
cases  where  the  collection  points  externally,  and  patients  are  possessed 
wi&  a  dread  of  cutting  instruments,  the  caustics  may  be  made  use  of. 

The  simple  incision  is  now  but  little  used,  on  account  of  its  afford- 
lag  80  incomplete  an  exit  to  the  passage  of  the  fluid,  and  at  the  present 
day,  the  incision  with  the  trochar  and  canula  are  in  general  use.  Wy- 
nan's  saction  pump  apparatus,  so  much  used  and  so  highly  recom- 
neaded  by  Dr.  Bowditch,  is  a  most  ingenious  contrivance.  By  its  use, 
we  allow  but  a  very  small  amount  of  air  to  enter  the  chesty  and  by  its 
great  snction  power  we  are  enabled  to  draw  out  again  what  little  air 
My  enter.  We  are,  also,  enabled  by  it  to  draw  out  thick,  consistent, 
itringj  collections  which  would  with  difficulty  flow  through  the  ordi- 
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nary  unassisted  canula,  Authorities,  generally,  make  division  for  the 
exit  of  the  fluid  into  the  pierce  or  empyema  of  neceisity,  and  the  place 
of  election^  according  as  the  collection  points  externally  by  perforation 
of  a  costal  lamina,  nature's  method ;  or  where  the  surgeon  is  at  libcfrtj 
to  select  a  point,  for  the  introduction  of  instruments  in  puncture. 

As  soon  as  the  external  tumor  becomes  well  defined,  it  is  adyised 
by  most  obseryers  to  puncture  and  eyacuate  the  collection  at  its  most 
dependent  part,  in  order  to  avoid  the  possible  danger  of  caries  of  the 
rib,  together  with  burrowing  of  the  fluid  in  the  formation  of  long  and 
intricate  sinuous  passages.  But  when  auscultation  elicits  the  fact  that 
the  collection  is  not  confined  by  adhesions,  and  that  there  can  be  no 
danger  of  wounding  the  lung,  a  counter  opening  may  be  made.  A 
valuable  suggestion  is  offered  by  Prof.  Flint  on  this  point ;  he  says : 
^'  If  a  perforation  be  at  a  point  so  far  above  the  bottom  of  the  sac  that 
only  a  portion  of  the  fluid  is  evacuated,  more  or  less  constantly  re- 
maining below  the  point  of  perforation,  a  counter  opening  should  be 
made." 

Authorities  differ  as  to  the  place  of  electianj  or  the  point  to  be 
chosen  for  the  introduction  of  the  trochar,  in  cases  where  we  have  that 
choice.  Laennec,  having  in  view  the  possible  danger  of  transfixing 
the  diaphragm,  or  wounding  the  liver,  spleen  and  other  important  ab- 
dominal viscera,  and  from  the  fact  that  in  his  own  observation,  "the 
upper  lobe  adheres  to  the  ribs  more  frequently  than  any  other  part  of 
the  lung,  and  that  the  lower  lobe  is  frequently  attached  to  the  dia- 
phragm, while  adhesions  seldom  exist  at  the  central  part  of  the  chest," 
prefers  the  space  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs.  This  can  be  made 
the  most  dependent  part,  by  inclining  the  patient  towards  the  affected 
side. 

Stokes  advises  that  the  operation  be  performed  higher  up  than  is 
usually  recommended,  for  the  following  reasons:  "The  lower  situation 
is  not  better  for  facilitating  the  flow  of  fluid,  for  it^can,  and  has  taken 
place  from  different  parts  of  the  chest."  He  argues  that  in  most 
case  where  the  empyema  of  necemty  o<fcurs,  the  tumor  forms  in  the 
third  or  fourth  inter-space,  near  the  sternum  and  clavicle,  and  in  the 
axilla.'  He  draws  a  fair  analogical  conclusion  from  this,  inasmuch  as 
nature  seems  to  indicate  a  high  operation. 

Townsend  and  Walshe  favor  the  views  of  Stokes.  French  authori- 
ties, as  a  rule,  headed  by  Yelpeau,  prefer  the  third  intercostal  space 
for  the  lefl,  and  the  fourth  for  the  right  side,  assigning  nearly  the 
same  reasons  for  the  selection  that  Stokes  and  others  do.     Malgaigne 
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ftdrues  vs,  in  order  to  avoid  the  arteries  and  the  diaphragm,  to  select 
the  middle  third  of  the  contour  of  the  chest,  at  the  third  or  fourth  inter- 
space, counting  ft'om  below  upwards.  In  fat  and  well  developed  per- 
SOBS,  as  regards  the  exact  point  to  be  selected,  he  remarks  that,  *^as  a 
proximate  guide  it  will  be  found  about  six  fingers  breadth  below  the 
inferior  angle  of  the  scapula." 

^owditch  prefers,  as  the  most  appropriate  spot  for  puncture,  "the 
space  between  the  ninth  and  tenth  ribs,  on  a  line  let  fall  from  the  angle 
of  the  scapula."  He  states,  also,  that  in  selecting  an  inter-costal  space 
OD  the  postero-lateral  portion  of  the  chest,  he  chooses  one  "  on  a  level 
with  the  lowest  point  at  which  the  respiratory  murmur  can  be  heard  in 
the  healthy  lung  of  the  opposite  pleural  cavity." 

Whenever  and  wherever\we  operate,  two  things  should  always  be 
borne  in  mind,  viz :  To  avoid  wounding  the  diaphragm  and  the  inter- 
costal artery,  and  to  select  that  point  which  will  give  complete  and 
free  aecess  to  the  flow  of  fluid. 


CASE  OP  EXTENSIVE  FRACTURE  OF  THE  SKULL— RECOV- 
ERY.   

BT  W.  8.  HAYMOND,  M.  D.,  MOMTICELLO,  IIIDIANA. 


The  patient,  Benjamin  J.  Peterson,  aged  thirty  years,  was  injured 
in  the  following  manner:  On  the  27th  day  of  last  August,  while 
reaching  over  the  tumbling  shaft  of  a  threshing  machine,  in  the  act  of 
oiling  some  part  of  the  machinery,  the  clothing  of  his  right  arm  was 
caught  by  the  shaft,  dragging  him  upon  it,  and  causing  him  to  revolve 
with  it.  His  forehead  was  drawn  down  upon  the  upper  knuckle  of 
the  shaft,  near  tne  cylinder,  and  carried  around  in  its  revolutions 
through  the  narrow  space  which  separates  it  from  the  body  of  the  ma- 
chine, a  distance  not  greater  than  the  shortest  diameter  of  an  average 
adult  head.  A  bolt  of  iron  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
passed  through  the  knuckle,  one  end  of  which  projected  an  inch  be- 
yond its  surface.  The  projecting  end  of  this  bolt,  in  its  rapid  revolu- 
tions, was  brought  to  play  directly  upon  his  forehead,  while  he  was 
revolving  with  the  shaft. 

The  accident  occurred  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  his  injuries  re- 
mained undressed  until  my  arrival,  four  hours  later.     All  the  scalp  of 
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the  right  side  of  the  os  frontis,  with  a  portion  from  the  temporal  bone 
was  separated  from  the  skull,  and  hung  in  bruised  and  torn  fragments 
upon  his  right  cheek,  revealing  the  existence  of  a  large  fissure  occa- 
sioned by  the  removal  of  osseous  structures.  The  lower  line  of  the 
fracture  extended  from  a  point  in  the  median  line  of  the  os  frontis,  to 
a  point  a  few  lines  beyond  the  temporal  ridge,  on  the  right  side,  run- 
ning with  the  supercilliary  ridge,  and  nearly  parallel  with  the  orKtal 
arch.  From  the  commencing  point  in  the  median  line,  the  fracture 
extended  almost  directly  upwards  the  distance  of  an  inch,  thence  paral- 
lel with  the  lower  line  to  the  temporal  ridge.  The  fracture  on  the 
fourth  side  was  about  an  inch  in  length,  and  chiefly  to  the  right  of  the 
temporal  ridge. 

Here,  then,  was  a  portion  of  the  skull,  nearly  rectangular  in  shape, 
about  three  inches  in  length,  and  an  inch  or  more  in 'average  width, 
broken  into  fragments,  some  of  which  were  carried  away  by  the  bolt 
of  iron,  but  a  larger  number  by  some  peculiar  action  of  the  me- 
chanical force,  were  turned  edgewise  and  buried  in  the  brain  to  a  depth 
of  from  half  to  three-fourths  of  an  inch.  Some  of  these  fragments 
were  set  in  perpendicularly  and  others  obliquely,  and  all  com- 
pletely separated.  The  membranes,  within  the  space  occupied  by  the 
fracture,  were  torn  to  pieces  and  almost  entirely  destroyed,  leaving  the 
lacerated  brain  naked. 

In  removing  the  fragments  of  bone  a  spiall  quantity  of  brain, 
amounting  to  about  a  teaspoonful,  escaped.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
some  of  the  brain  was  lost  at  the  machine,  which  corresponds  with  the 
statements  made  by  some  of  the  bystanders.  But  this  quantity,  if  any, 
was  undoubtedly  not  great.  In  addition  to  the  severe  injury  of  the 
head,  the  patient's  right  arm  was  fractured  in  the  middle  of  the  os 
humerus,  and  severly  bruised  around  the  fractured  region. 

Notwithstanding  the  extent  of  the  fracture  of  the  skull  and  its 
complications,  the  patient  did  not,  at  the  time  the%ccident  occurred, 
manifest  the  slightest  mental  disturbance,  nor  has  he  since.  As  soon 
as  he  was  cut  loose  from  the  shafl,  he  remarked  that  his  "  right  arm  was 
broken,"  and  was  able  to  walk  to  the  house,  a  distance  of  about  sixty 
yards. 

Treatment  in  the  first  place — a  careful  removal  of  the  fragments 
of  bone.  These,  as  before  stated,  were  all  buried  in  the  substance 
of  the  brain.  They  were  discovered  by  exploring  with  the  finger, 
and,  when  found,  removed  wiQi  the  forceps.  During  this  some- 
what painful  process,  the  patient,  (who  is  by  nature  a  merry  fellow,) 
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continned  to  talk  in  his  usual  pleasant  and  witty  manner,  and  without 
appearing  to  manifest  serious  concern  about  bis  dangerous  condition. 
He  declared  "it  was  tbe  worst  scrape  be  ever  got  into; "  but  bis  cbief 
uieasiness  was  about  bis  arm.  He  was  very  desirous  of  baving  it 
(« fixed  up  rigbt,"  so  be  could  work  again. 

After  removing  tbe  broken  pieces  of  skull  from  tbe  brain,  and 
clots  of  blood,  tbe  li&cerated  scalp  was  drawn  over  tbe  cbasm,  and 
tke  edges  closed  by  sutures  and  adbesive  strips.  A  dressing  of  cbarpie 
VIS  applied,  wbicb  was  retained  in  place  by  compress  and  bandage. 
Poise  sixty  per  minute.  Ordered  bis  bead  to  be  kept  cold,  and  sulpb. 
magnesia  Sas,  to  be  given.     Applied  splints  to  bis  arm. 

August  30. — Patient  quite  comfortable,  tbougb  complaining  some 
of  bis  arm.  Pulse  eigbty-four.  Rested  well  tbrougb  tbe  nigbt  witbout 
anodynes.  Has  manifested  no  signs  of  mental  disturbance.  Bowels 
unmoved.  Ordered  sul.  mag.  3j  to  be  given;  cut  bis  bair  off  close  to 
tbe  scalp,  and  applied  ice  contained  in  a  bladder  to  bis  bead. 

August  31. — ^Patient  in  fine  spirits,  and  bis  mind  clear  and  undis- 
turbed. Right  eye  closed  by  swelling  from  inflammation  of  tbe  injured 
parts.  Pulse  ninety-six  per  minute.  Catbartic  operated  efficiently. 
Freacribed  ant.  et  potas.  tartras  j^tb  grain.,  every  four  bours,  with  tinct. 
Tirat  viride  gtts.  viij.,  calomel  and  jalap  aa  grains  viij.,  to  be  taken  at 
the  hour  of  bedtime.     Continue  ice  to  bis  bead. 

September  1. — ^Patient  cheerful.  Pulse  eighty.  Removed  dressings 
from  the  head,  wbicb  was  followed  by  a  copious  discbarge  of  purulent 
matter.  Applied  dressing  of  oiled  lint.  Continue  the  antimony  and 
veratrum. 

September  2. — ^Pulse  sixty-six.  Removed  several  sutures.  Pus 
escaping  freely  from  several  places.  Patient  in  his  usual  cbeerAil  mood, 
and  very  bopefiil. 

September  3,  4  and  6. — ^Patient  continues  doing  well.  Pulse  has 
ranged  from  seventy-six  to  sixty-eight.     Treatment  continued. 

September  6. — ^Patient  doing  remarkably  well.  Discontinue  all  in- 
ternal treatment  except  cathartics.     Pulse  sixty-six. 

September  8. — Patient  improving.  Pulse  sixty-six.  Bowels  costive. 
PreEcribed  mercurial  cathartic,  to  be  followed,  if  necessary,  with  sulpb. 
m^.  The  scalp  is  healing  slowly  in  several  places.  Owing  to  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  injuries  received  by  the  soft  structures,  it 
was  impossible  to  obtain  enough  to  cover  all  parts  of  tbe  skull  from 
wbicb  they  were  removed ;  but  with  some  difficulty  tbe  fragments  were 
joined  so  as  to  afford  a  covering  to  the  exposed  brain.    A  portion  of 
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denuded  skull  about  an  inch  square,  above  the  fractured  region,  wasr 
left  uncovered. 

September  9. — ^Patient  in  fine  spiri^,  and  telling  anecdotes  for  the 
amusement  of  his  friends.     Pulse  sixty-six. 

September  11. — ^Pulse  sixty-six.  Pus  discharging  freely  through 
the  orifices  in  the  scalp.  No  union  yet  among  the  fragments  of  the 
scalp. 

September  13. — Considerable  quantity  of  thin  pus  escaping  from  a 
small  circular  opening  at  the  lower  border  of  the  fracture.  Union 
slowly  taking  place  in  several  points  of  the  scalp.  Stimulating  appli^ 
cations  applied  to  edges  of  the  scalp,  to  encourage  the  growth  of  gran- 
ulations.    Ice  intermittingly  continued  to  the  head.     Pulse  sixty-five. 

September  15. — ^Pulse  sixty-six.  Scalp  united  in  all  places  over 
the  fracture,  except  the  round  opening  at  the  lower  border.  Granula- 
tions advancing  very  slowly  in  the  margin  of  scalp  surrounding  the 
denuded  skull.  Applied  to  it  with  a  camel  hair  pencil  a  mixture  of 
equal  parts  of  cantharidal  lotion  and  oil  of  turpentine.  Patient  re- 
mains totally  free  from  pain  about  the  head-^has  had  no  headache 
since  he  was  hurt — ^is  cheerful  and  comfortable,  and  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  his  mental  faculties. 

September  17. — Pulse  sixty-eight.  Patient  improving  rapidly. 
Bowels  well  purged  from  cathartic  of  sulph.  mag.,  taken  yesterday. 
Granulations  springing  up  from  the  pericranium  in  the  center  of  denu- 
ded bone  and  the  margin  of  surrounding  scalp. 

September  20. — ^Pulse  seventy-two.  Healing  process  advancing 
more  rapidly.  Patient  able  to  walk  about  his  room — was  carried  to- 
day on  a  sofa,  to  another  house  about  half  a  mile  from  the  cabin 
where  he  has  been  confined. 

September  23. — ^Patient  sanguine  of  recovery;  in  fact,  has  never 
entertained  any  other  opinion.  Pulse  seventy-five.  Some  improve- 
ment manifest. 

September  26. — Rapid  improvement.  Pulse  normal.  Appetite 
good.  Edges  of  scalp  covered  with  healthy  granulations,  and  those 
^on  the  skull  increasng.  Slight  discharge  of  healthy  pus  from  the 
small  opening  at  lower  edge  of  fracture.  Union  of  the  fractured  hu- 
merus has  not  taken  place,  though  the  arm  has  ceased  to  be  painful. 

October  1. — ^Patient  was  removed  home,  to-day,  in  a  carriage,  a  dis- 
tatwe  of  eight  miles,  and  continues  to  do  well.     Is  able  to  go  about. 

November  2. — Saw  the  patient  to-day — had  a  slight  chill  yesterday, 
which  has  no  connection  with  his  injuries — ^feols  well  enough  to-day. 
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Diflcliarges  of  pas  from  the  fracture  ceased  entirely  about  three  weeks 
and  bead  healed  up  in  every  place.  Imperfect  or  delayed  union  in* 
the  fractured  arm.  Ordered  splints  to  be  removed  daily,  the  arm  to 
be  gently  rubbed,  and  tincture  of  iodine  to  be  applied  about  the  frac- 
tured region.  .  Prescribed  mur.  tinct.  Ferri,  gtt.  xx,  to  be  taken  three 
times  a  day. 

December  10. — Patient  called  at  my  office  to-day,  after  a  ride  of 
t€D  miles  in  a  wagon.  Head  entirely  well — arm  firmly  united,  and  re- 
wrery  complete  in  all  respects,  except  that  he  has  not  yet  obtained 
perfect  use  of  his  arm,  but  undoubtedly  will  in  a  reasonable  time. 

The  fortunate  result  in  this  case  was,  perhaps,  greatly  due  to  the 
opeaing  at  the  lower  part  of  the  fracture,  which  afforded  a  free  outlet 
from  the  floor  of  the  brain  for  the  discharge  of  the  products  of  in- 
flamination.  There  have  probably  been  many  cases  of  recovery  where  a 
larger  quantity  of  skull  was  lost  thatt  in  this  case ;  but  perhaps  few  where 
fracture  to  such  extent  was  associated  with  severe  lesions  of  the  brain 
and  its  membranes,  without  the  occurrence  of  any  mental  disturbance 
▼batever.  The  patient  is  now  in  excellent  health'and  experiences  no 
ill  effects  from  the  injuries  to  the  head,  except  a  slight  sensation  of 
uneasiness  when  stooping,  caused  by  the  brain  pressing  against  the  iB>- 
teguments. 


ON  LITHOTOMY  OF  THE  GALL-BLABDEK. 


BY  GEO.   0.   BLACKMAN,   M.   D., 

fnkmat  <tt  Scrg^rj  in  the  Mtdical  College  of  Ohio;  Snrgeon  to  the  SanMrltan  Hoepital,. Oin* 
elnnatl,  Ohio,  etc.,  etc. 


Some  ten  years  since,  with  Prof.  Comegys,  we  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  a  female  patient,  who  was  passing  through  a  spontaneous 
opening  in  the  abdominal  walls  biliary  calculi,  of  various  forms  and 
dimensions.  Puring  a  period  of  a  few  months,  not  less  than  ninety- 
ax  were  thus  discharged,  after  which  the  fistulous  opening-closed,  and 
tie  patient  has  ever  since  enjoyed  excellent  health.  The  above  case, 
in  connection  with  one  reported  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Bobbs  of  Indianapolis, 
f TVajif.  Ind.  State  Med.  Soc,  1868,)  in  which  he  opened  a  tumor  pre- 
lentbg  "just  inside  the  right  iliac  bone,"  and  removed  a  number  of 
biliary  calculi,  has  induced  us  to  collect  such  cases  as  we  could  find 
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scattered  in  yarions  writings,  as  well  as  to  trace  the  history  of  the  earli- 
tist  proposition  to  resort  to  the  knife. 

In  the  first  volume  of  J.  L.  Petit's  Traite  des  Mal^adieM  Chirur- 
fficalesj  Paris  Ed.,  1790,^  at  p.  293,  we  find  a  chapter  entitled,  Parallel 
between  Retention  of  Bile,  and  Calculi  in  the  Gall-Bladder  and  B.e- 
tention  of  Urine  and  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  {Parallele  de  la  reteniion 
de  la  hile  etdespierres  de  la  vesicule  dujiel,  avec  la  retention^  d' urine  et 
Us  pierrei  de  la  vesiie,)  He  remarks  that  by  means  of  this  analogy 
we  emancipate  ourselves  (noia  nous  emancipons)  so  to  speak,  to  per- 
form what  has  not  before  been  attempted.  He  refers  to  three  cases 
contained  in  his  Memoire  n^on  this  subject  read  to  the  " oMemblee  pub- 
Uque^*  in  1733,  (vid,  Mem,  de  I.  Acad.  Roy.  de  Chirurgte,  1733),  in 
which  a  distended  gall-bladder,  having  been  mistaken  for  an  abscess, 
was  opened  either  by  puncture  or  incision,  causing  the  death  of  two  of 
the  patients,  as  he  belived  from  the  extravasation  of  bile,  and  the  effect 
of  this  substance  upon  the  viscera  (Taction  de  cette  liqueur  mr  tout  les 
viBceres.)  These  cases,  he  remarks,  are  sufficient  to  show  the  zeal  of 
young  surgeons  who  are  always  ready  to  use  the  knife,  even  when 
adhesions  have  not  formed  between  the  distended  gall-bladder  and  the 
abdominal  parietes.  But  as  one  of  the  three  did  escape  with  life,  he 
insists  that  the  fatal  results  in  the  other  two  should  not  render  us  too 
timid  in  resorting  to  this  proceeding  in  which  the  result  was  more  for* 
tunate  in  consequence  of  the  adhesions  which  had  formed  and  which 
were  sufficient  to  guard  against  the  extravasation  of  the  bile.  He 
states  that  when  the  patient  has  had  frequent  and  severe  attacks  with 
inflammation  over  the  seat  of  the  tumor,  we  have  a  right  to  infer  that 
adhesions  have  formed.  In  such  cases,  if  the  retention  of  bile  is  likely 
to  cause  the  death  of  the  patient,  he  would  advise  the  puncture  of  the 
tumor  with  a  trocar,  as  his  colleague,  M.  Mery,  had  often  done  in  cases 
of  retention  of  urine.  In  proposing  to  enrich  surgery  with  the  new 
operation  of  lithotomy  of  the  gall-bladder,  he  admits  that  so  far  as 
the  parallel,  in  detecting  with  the  sound  biliary  calculi  in  the  urinary 
•  bladder,  must  frequently  fail,  nevertheless,  when  biliary  calculi  are 
known  to  be  present,  and  adhesions  have  formed,  then  lithotomy  may 
be  performed  without  danger.  It  is  in  these  cases,  he  remarks,  that 
the  skillful  surgeon  may  show  his  genius,  (peut  montre  son  genie,)  If 
the  tumor  has  been  punctured  through  the  same  opening,  a  proper 
sound  may  be  introduced,  the  calculi  detected,  and  in  the  following 
manner  extracted :     The  puncture  having  been  made  with  a  trocar  and 

''Tho  flrit  edition  WM  pQbllih«d  in  1774.    Thti  iMt  edition  wm  luperTlMd  by  M.  Leeno. 
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cftDuU,  the  former  is  withdrawn  and  a  portion  of  the  fluid  allowed  to 
escape.  A  long  button-pointed  probe,  suf&cientlj  flexible  to  be  brought 
in  eoDtact  with  yarious  portions  of  the  gall-bladder,  is  then  introduced 
through  the  canula,  and  if  the  stone  be  detected,  it  is  withdrawn,  and 
without  remoying  the  canula,  which  serres  as  a  guide,  with  a  sharp 
bistoary  both  the  integuments  and  the  gall-bladder  are  divided  to  the 
extent  deemed  necessary.  The  forefinger  of  the  left  hand  is  now  intro- 
duced into  the  cayity  of  the  gall-bladder,  the  calculi  felt  and  with 
siitable  forceps  extracted.  Petit  adds  that  the  above  is  sufficient  to 
piewnt  the  reader  with  his  idea  of  this  new  operation — "do  I  say  new? 
It  is  aot  new,  for  Madame  Fibergeau  submitted  to  two  operations  after 
aa  interval  of  several  months.  She  suffered  from  retention  of  bile  in 
the  gall-bladder.  Believing  it  to  be  an  abscess,  it  was  opened,  and  the 
vonnd  remained  fistulous.  Several  months  after  the  puncture,  she 
snbmitted  to  an  operation  to  close  the  fistula.  A  stone  the  size  of  a 
pigeon's  egg  was  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  fistula — that  is  to  say,  in 
the  gall  bladder — ^which  was  withdrawn  with  the  forceps.  Was  this  not 
an  operation  for  the  extraction  of  a  stone,  and  done  "en  deux  temp$f^^ 
as  scTeral  other  surgeons  have  performed  lithotomy  for  the  removal  of 
urinary  calculi?  How  many  patients  have  perished  because  the  nature 
of  their  disease  has  not  been  detected,  or  if  detected,  because  the  sur- 
geon has  been  too  timid  to  attempt  their  rescue  by  the  measure  I  have 
proposed?**  He  then  gives  us  in  full  detail  such  cases  as  he  has  been 
able  to  find  recorded,  where  the  autopsy  demonstrated  that  the  opera- 
tion might  hare  been  performed. 

The  first  case  was  in  the  practice  of  M.  Leaute :  A  man  ast.  45,  who 
for  a  long  time  had  been  suffering  from  hepatic  derangement,  with 
interrals,  however,  of  good  health,  at  length  gradually  wasted  away 
and  died.  A  tumor  formed  by  the  gall-bladder,  filled  the  right  hypo- 
ehondrium,  having  the  form  of  a  large  cucumber.  It  pressed  the  liver, 
stomach,  omentum  and  colon,  against  the  diaphragm,  and  the  thick- 
M»  of  the  liver  was  diminished.  The  distended  gall-bladder  was 
adherent  to  that  portion  of  the  liver  which  covered  it,  whilst  the  ante- 
rior part  was  firmly  attached  to  the  peritoneal  lining  of  the  abdominal 
parietes.  Leaute  opened  it,  when  a  large  quantity  of  a  very  limpid 
hid,  but  viscous  and  bitter,  escaped,  after  which  he  extracted  sixty 
ealenli  of  various  forms  and  dimensions. 

The  next  case  occurred  to  M.  Dargeat:  A  female  set.  66,  for  sev- 
^1  years  had  been  subject  to  hepatic  colie,  and  mouvements  de  vapeursy 
^9F*>condriaqueSy  when  a  hard  tumor  appeared  on  the  right  side  of  the 
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abdomen,  and  increasing,  extended  toward  the  anterior  and  superior 
spines  of  the  ilium.  The  tumor  presented  itself  during  a  period  when 
the  patient  seemed  to  be  enjoying  excellent  health.  Neglecting  her- 
self, however,  she  had  a  relapse  of  her  former  troubles,  and  sought 
medical  aid.  The  symptoms — violent  colic,  nausea,  fever  and  wake- 
fulness— wore  not  supposed  to  have  any  connection  with  the  abdominal 
tumor,  which  to  the  touch  seemed  to  involve  only  the  integuments,  or 
the  abdominal  parietes.  The  patient  was  bled,  and  other  measures 
adopted  which  gave  her  temporary  relief;  but  for  nearly  three  years 
she  suffered  from  a  renewal  of  these  troubles.  At  length,  the  abdom- 
inal tumor  began  for  the  £rst  time  to  become  painfuL  Poultices  were 
applied  for  two  months,  when  a  spontaneous  opening  occurred. 

After  discharging  for  several  months,  and  causing  the  almost  total 
disappearance  of  the  tumor,  the  fistula  became  closed.  For  a  long 
time  it  alternately  opened  and  closed,  until,  at  last,  the  patient,  with 
her  old  attack  of  pain  recurring  so  frequently,  became  exceedingly 
emaciated  and  died.  A  probe  passed  into  the  fistulous  orifice — to 
which  the  patient,  while  living,  would  not  consent — ^penetrated  more 
than  five  inches,  passing  obliquely  toward  the  gall-bladder,  which  was 
not  of  its  ordinary  form,  but  divided  into  three  well  marked  cul-de- 
sacs,  in  which  calculi  were  lodged.  An  elongated  band  connected  the 
gall-bladder  with  the  abdominal  parietes.  It  was  in  the  form  of  a 
cord,  and  a  fistula  extended  through  it  from  the  gall-bladder  to  the 
external  orifice. 

A  third  case  was  in  the  practice  of  M.  de  la  Peyronie,  which  pre- 
sented many  features  in  common  with  those  already  reported.  Through 
an  opening  spontaneously  formed,  large  quantities  of  bile  and  numer- 
ous calculi  were  discharged.  The  fistula  having  become  obstructed, 
a  sound  was  introduced  into  the  gall-bladder,  when  another  stone 
escaped  with  the  bile.  Two  years  afterwards,  although  the  fistula 
remained  open,  the  patient  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health. 

From  the  above  facta  Petit  concludes  that  in  similar  cases,  should 
the  symptoms  return,  caused  by  calculi  retained  in  the  gall-bladder, 
the  fistula  should  be  dilated  by  means  of  prepared  sponge  or  other 
means,  and  the  calculi  withdrawn,  as  had  ^Ir^ady  been  done  by  skillftil 
practitioners.  That  if  the  symptoms  should  depend  upon  inspissated 
bile  retained  in  the  gall-bladder,  the  latter  should  be  washed  out  with 
appropriate  injections. 

He  next  quotes  the  case  reported  by  M.  Saurau.  In  this  the  pa- 
tient suffered  for  a  long  time  from  biliary  trouble ;  an  abscess  finally 
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gave  exit  to  the  contents  of  a  tumor,  formed  by  a  distended  gall-blad- 
der. Wbile  tbe  fistula  remained  open,  the  patient  would  be  comfort- 
able; but  when  closed,  her  sufferings  were  severe.  Saurau,  with  a 
soood,  detected  a  hard  body,  which  appeared  to  be  situated  over  the  mus- 
cles of  the  abdomen.  He  made  an  incision  which  enabled  him  to  lay 
liold  of  this  foreign  body,  which  he  found  adherent,  but  which  was 
finally  detached  and  extracted.  It  proved  to  be  a  biliary  calculus  four 
inches  in  length  and  three  in  circumference.  Having  completed  this 
operation,  he  discovered  another  canal  leading  to  the  opposite  side,  ex- 
tending beyond  the  linea  alba  to  the  left  hypochondrium,  but  giving 
rise  to  no  appearance  of  a  tumor.  He  introduced  a  sound  some  three 
inches,  and  found  a  second  calculus,  which  was  reached  after  making 
the  proper  incisions,  and  withdrawn.  Through  the  opening  in  the 
right  hypochondrium,  for  some  days,  bile  mixed  with  pus  escaped ;  but 
the  progress  of  the  case  was  favorable,  and  in  about  two  months  the 
patient  was  perfectly  cured. 

(To  h€  anUinued,) 


STILLINGIA  IN  SYPHILIS. 


BY  DE.  J.  0.  m'mECHAN,   CINCINNATI,   OHIO. 


In  the  American  Medical  Recorder  for  April,  1828,  (vol.  ziii,  page 
312.)  Dr.  Simons  recommended  the  use  of  stillingia  in  secondary  syph- 
ilis, in  place  of  mercury.  This  article,  at  the  time,  attracted  consid- 
erable notice,  and  the  drug  came  into  popular  use.  Doctors  Lopez 
and  Frost  also  wrote  in  favor  of  its  use  and  confirmed  the  views  of 
SunoDs  in  regard  to  its  efficacy  in  syphilis. 

For  the  past  few  years,  owing  to  some  unaccountable  reason,  it  has 
heen  seldom  prescribed. 

We  have  used  the  drug  in  a  certain  form  of  syphilis,  and  with  the 
finest  results,  and  have  seen  Dr.  Dawson,  Surgeon  to  the  Cincinnati 
Hospital,  prescribe  it  frequently,  with  the  most  marked  effect,  when 
other  remedies  had  failed. 

The  form  of  syphilis  in  which  It  is  most  useful,  is  secondary,  where 
the  symptoms  of  tertiary  are  just  beginnii^  to  manifest  themselves,  but 
it  is  also  useful  later  in  the  tertiary  form,  in  combination  with  iodide 
^  potassium. 
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In  secondary  syphilis,  in  broken  down  subjects,  mercury  is,  of 
course,  objectionable,  and  if  administered,  can  not  be  carried  to  the 
point  where  it  wonld  have  a  marked  effect  upon  the  syphilitic  eruption. 
If  mercury  can  not  be  administered,  there  are  but  few  remedies  left  to 
prescribe,  and  the  principal  ones,  perhaps,  are  sarsaparilla,  and  iodide  of 
potassium.  The  latter  remedy  is  very  good  in  the  tertiary  {brm,  but 
in  the  secondary,  it  has  been  found  almost  inert,  having  but  very  little, 
if  any,  effect  upon  the  eruption.  SarsaparilU,  at  one  time,  had  quite  a 
reputation,  and  it  was  next  to  impossible  for  a  patient  to  recover  with- 
out its  administration.  It  is  now  seldom  administered,  except  for  its 
moral  effect,  unless  outside  of  the  regular  profession.  Now,  in  primary , 
we  have  iodide  of  mercury,  (and  in  healthy  subjects  it  is  the  proper 
remedy  in  secondary),  and  in  tertiary,  the  iodide  of  potassium.  But 
here  is  a  vacancy,  what  is  the  remedy  in  secondary  when  the  patient  is 
broken  down  in  health  or  when  mercury  has  been  used  without  effect? 
There  is  but  one  remedy  in  the  materia  medica  that  can  fill  the  vacancy 
properly,  and  that  one  is  stillingia.  For  broken  down  patients,  with 
the  syphilitic  eruption,  to  patients  on  whom  mercury  has  had  no  effect, 
and  to  patients  in  whom  the  bones  have  become  affected  and  the  sec- 
ondary manifestations  still  continue,  let  this  remedy  be  given : 

Case  I — Jno.  L ,  laborer,  aged  twenty-five,  came  under  our 

care  August  10th;  had  primary  disease  eighteen  months  previous  to 
this  time;  suffered  greatly  from  the  eruption;  general  health  very 
poor.  Put  upon  tonics,  and  in  conjunction  with  them,  stillingia.  In 
one  month,  the  eruption  almost  disappeared. 

Case  II — Ferdinand  G ,  aged  twenty-two,  applied  for  relief 

July  25th ;  had  the  eruption  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  and  bon^s 
of  the  nose  were  necrosed;  the  parietal  bone  of  the  right  side  was  alBo 
undergoing  necrosis.  For  the  eruption,  prescribed  stillingia,  and  for 
the  tertiary  symptoms,  iodide  of  potassium;  he  also  took  supporting 
and  tonic  remedies,  and  a  little  surgical  interference  was  necessary  in 
regard  to  the  dead  bones.  In  a  few  weeks  he  was  much  better,  and  he 
is  still  improving  in  his  general  health.  At  present,  the  eruption  has 
entirely  disappeared. 

The  best  preparation  of  the  drug  is  the  stillingin,  and  of  this,  two 
grains  can  be  given  three  times  a  day.  Of  course  the  drug  is  not  to 
be  relied  on  to  the  exclusion  of  other  remedies,  such  as  tonics,  iron 
and  supporting  remedies,  but  is  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  them. 
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BT  B&.  B.  8.  WOODWORTH,  FOBT  WATNB. 


I  heard  Brown-Seqaard  say,  in  a  speeoh  or  lecture  before  the  Amer- 
lean  Medical  Asaociation,  at  Baltimore,  a  few  years  ago^  that  hooping- 
eovgh  could  be  cured  in  three  days  by  belladonna.  But  that  in  order 
to  do  this,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  physician  should  stay  in  the 
house  of  the  patient  and  watch  the  effects  of  the  medicine.  I  took 
notes  of  this  lecture  at  the  time,  and  on  the  first  opportunity,  I  pre- 
seribed  belladonna  in  doses  that  I  had  not  previously  dared  to  do.  I 
became  conrinced,  howeyer,  that  this  drug  was  signally  efficacious  in 
hooping-cough,  and  I  have  never  failed  since  that  time,  to  give  the 
BMdieine,  not  only  in  hooping-cough,  but  in  many  cases^  of  cough 
among  adults,  that  seemed  to  depend  principally  upon  nervous  de- 
rangements. A  recent  epidemic  of  hooping-cough  in  this  city  has 
given  me  an  opportunity  to  witness  the  effects  of  belladonna  in  a  lar- 
ger number  of  cases  than  I  have  previously  witnessed  it;  and  I  have 
no  more  dotibt  of  the  specific  influence  of  it  than  I  have  of  that  of 
quinine  in  intermittent,  or  of  ergot  in  producing  contractions  of  the 
uterine  muscles.  By  the  way,  although  some  have  denied  that  the 
specific  effects  of  the  latter  are  certainly  to  be  relied  upon,  I  must  truly 
say  that  I  never,  after  a  practice  of  thirty  years,  knew  it  to  fail.      ^ 

In  the  present  epidemic  I  have  treated  about  fifty  cases — all  but 
one  were  uncomplicated  with  other  diseases.  The  exceptional  case,  a 
child  four  years  old,  had  capillary  bronchitis,  and  possibly  very  cir- 
cunseribed  pneumonia,  and  for  several  days  death  seemed  imminent, 
hot  recovery  took  place.  Most  of  the  cases  had  had  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  bronchitis  for  several  days  before  I  prescribed  for  them — ^in 
short,  the  disease  was  fully  developed.  I  began  by  prescribing  the 
extract  in  as  large  doses  as  I  thought  the  patient  would  bear,  and  in- 
creasing it  at  every  successive  dose  until  the  pupils  were  fully  dilated, 
and  then  kept  them  dilated,  being  careful  to  tell  the  friends  to  watch 
the  effect  and  omit  the  medicine  in  ease  any  dangerous  symptom  su- 
pervened. I  have  never  seen  any  ill  effects  from  it.  In  a  majority  of 
the  cases  that  characteristic  scarlet  flush  or  efflorescence  appeared,  and 
with  it  an  abatement  of  the  cough,  or  of  its  spasmodic  character.  In 
a  few  cases  I  gave  opium  with  the  belladonna,  or  alternately.  In  that 
ease  the  diktion  of  the  pupils  will  not  be  witnessed,  if  they  be  given 
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in  about  the  medium  dose  of  each — they  balancing  (not  neutralizing) 
«aoh  other.  I  believe  it  is  now  generally  conceded,  that  those  nar- 
cotis,  which  we  call  mydriatics,  are  antidotes  (or  nearly  so)  to  those 
that  produce  contraction  of  the  pupil,  and  vice  versa.  But,  perhaps, 
more  experiments,  or  experience*  are  wanting  to  verify  this.  I,  how- 
ever, think  it  probable  that  wc  may  find  it  advantageous  to  prescribe 
the  two  together  sometimes,  thus  avoiding  the  bad  effects  of  either, 
while  the  g^od  are  obtained.  This  is  no  new  principle  in  medicine,  I 
am  aware,  and  for  a  long  time  I  have  acted  on  that  principle  in  refer- 
ence to  quinine  and  opium — considering  one  an  anti-congestive,  while 
the  other  is  congestive  in  its  effect. 

Now,  although  I  have  not  proved  that  Brown-Sequard's  saying  that 
hooping-cough  can  be  cured  in  three  days,  I  verily  believe  it  can  be 
greatly  cut  short,  and  that  there  is  no  more  need  of  hooping-cough 
continuing  for  months,  than  there  is  for  ague  continuing  an  indefinite 
length  of  time,  when  plenty  of  quinine  can  be  found. 


HOSPITAL  GANGRENE,  AS  IT  APPEARED  AT- THE  CLAY 
AND  CRITTENDEN  U.  S.  A.  GENERAL  HOSPITALS,  AT 
LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY. 


BT  J.  Q.   A.   HUDSON,   M.   D.,   CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 


From  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  September,  1864,  to  the  lat- 
ter part  of  January,  1865,  the  writer,  as  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  U. 
S.  A.,  had  charge  of  t^e  gangrene  wards  of  the  Clay  General  Hospital 
till  the  middle  of  November,  1864,  and  of  the  Crittenden  General  Hos- 
pital the  remainder  of  the  period,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.        « 

About  the  middle  of  November,  1864,  the  occupants  of  the  Clay 
Hospital  were  removed  to  the  Crittenden,  the  former  being  abandoned 
by  the  Government  for  hospital  purposes. 

The  latter  was  built  by  the  government  upon  the  most  approved 
plan  for  convenience,  cleanliness,  ventilation,  water  and  light.  There 
was  nothing  peculiar  or  unusual  in  the  weather  at  this  station,  during  the 
period  above  mentioned.  The  summer  and  fall  of  1864  were  remark- 
Ably  pleasant,  the  atmosphere  dry  and  the  temperature  equable  and  reg- 
ular. The  city  physicians  reported  the  health  of  the  city  unusually 
good. 
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Hospital  gangrene  had  been  prevailing  for  some  time  previous  to 
my  connection  with  these  hospitals,  principally  at  the  Totten  General 
Hospital,  the  Clay  Geneitil  Hospital,  and  at  the  Jeffersonville  General 
Hospital,  at  Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  opposite  Louisville,  but  it  was 
nrely  seen  at  the  other  hospitals  at  this  point,  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
Louisville,  probably  from  the  fact  that  at  these  hospitals  there  were 
fever  wounded  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  under  treatment, 
than  at  the  hospitals  named.  The  hygienic  condition  and  management 
of  the  Clay  and  Crittenden  Hospitals,  were  excellent.  Everything 
necessary  for  the  welfare  and  confort  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  in  the 
way  of  food,  medical  supplies,  and  attendance,  clothing,  &o.,  was  fur- 
nished in  abundance. 

In  order  to  secure  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  air  and  free  ventila- 
tion, the  gangrene  cases  of  the  Clay  Hospital  were  located  in  tents  a 
tew  rods  east  of  the  hospital  building. 

There  were  six  ward  buildings  at  the  Crittenden,  ranging  east  and 
west,  and  the  most  easterly  was  selected  for  the  gangrene  ward.  This 
iras  done  to  secure  the  favorable  influence  of  the  prevailing  winter 
winds  from  the  west  and  north-west,  to  keep  the  deleterious  action  of 
the  gangrene  poison  from  the  other  wards. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of  the  poison,  the  bandages,  lint, 
and  all  material  used  in  dressing,  were  carefully  collected  and  de- 
stroyed. No  instrument  or  vessel  used  in  the  gangrene  wards,  was 
allowed  to  be  used  in  other  wards  or  for  other  patients. 

No  variety  of  wound,  mild  or  severe,  was  exempt  from  the  disease. 

The  same  was  true  as  to  individuals.  It  attacked  the  old  as  well 
«8  the  young  soldier,  the  robust  as  well  as  the  debilitated — no  condi- 
tion of  age,  temperament  or  health,  was  exempt  among  the  wounded. 
Many  there  were  among  the  wounded  that  were  not  affected ;  but  the 
disease  seemed  to  have  no  preference  for  any  particular  class  or  condi- 
tion of  persons. 

Nearly  all  the  cases  of  hospital  gangrene,  were  in  wounds  of  the 
lower  extremities.  This  fact  has  been  noticed  by  several  writers  on 
this  disease.  As  far  as  the  Clay  and  Crittenden  Hospitals  are  con- 
cerned, this  circumstance  may  be  explained.  A  large  proportion  of 
aU  the  wounds  were  of  the  lower  extremity.  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  this  statement  is  true  of  all  military  hospitals. 

Stmptoms  and  Course. — In  the  majority  of  cases  the  commencement 
of  the  attack  was  indicated  by  a  change  in  the  state  of  the  wound. 
The  usual  bright  red  color  of  a  healthy  granulating  surface,  assumed 
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a  pale  hue.     The  surface  became  comparatively  dry.     The  discharge 
diminished  in  quantity  and  became  thinner  and  sanions  in  quality. 

Inflammation  and  tumefaction  of  the  margin  of  the  wound  and  of 
the  parts  in  its  vicinity,  accompanied  with  some  pain  in  the  swollen 
parts,  especially  on  the  least  movement  of  the  limb,  occurred. 

The  tumefaction  is  sometimes  very  great  and  extending  some  dis- 
tance from  the  wound — ^very  much  resembling  oedema. 

The  skin  at  the  margin  of  the  sore  is  hard  and  everted,  and  a  red- 
dish blush  frequently  extends  a  short  distance  from  that  margin,  espe- 
cially if  the  inflammation  is  excessive.  If  the  inflammatory  action 
continues,  the  red  margin  becomes  dark,  and  finally,  black  like  ordi- 
nary gangrene. 

Besides  the  pain  that  accompanies  the  swelling  and  inflammation, 
there  is  generally  a  stinging  pain  on  the  surface  of  the  wound  itself, 
which  is  said  to  be  peculiar  to  this  disease.  This  last  symptom  is  not 
always  present,  but  is  generally  so  in  the  inflammatory  cases.  Concur- 
rent with  or  soon  after  the  development  of  the  foregoing  symptoms,  the 
wound  takes  on  those  peculiarities  which  constitute  the  disease — ^hos- 
pital gangrene.  In  some  cases,  the  entire  wounded  surface  becomes  of 
a  whitish  gray  or  ashen  color,  appearing  very  much  as  though  a  false 
membrane  covered  it.  In  other  cases,  this  change  commences  at  one, 
two  or  more  points,  on  the  surface  of  the  wound,  the  morbid  action 
extending  from  these  points  till  the  entire  sore  is  completely  covered. 

The  color  of  this  coating  is  not  always  the  same.  In  most  of  the 
cases  that  I  saw,  it  was  of  a  dirty  ashen  hue — it  may  be  yellowish 
white.  In  cases  where  there  is  great  vital  depression,  both  general 
and  local,  the  coating  may  be  quite  dark.  When  this  coating  is  formed, 
any  part  of  the  surface  of  the^wound  can  be  touched  without  sensation 
or  pain.  This  dead  structure  is  intimately  adherent  to  the  living  parts 
below.  It  can  be  swayed  to  and  fro  by  catching  it  up  with  the  for- 
ceps ;  but  it  can  not  be  detached,  at  least  at  the  onset  of  the  attack,  or 
until  nature  begins  to  separate  the  dead  from  the  living  tissue,  and  the 
former  is  slowly  detached  in  the  form  of  a  slough. 

The  wound  now  emits  a  peculiar  disagreeable  fetor,  which  is  said 
to  be  8ui  generis^  and  is  one  of  the  .characteristics  of  the  disease. 

'ike  larger  number  of  cases  were  ushered  in  with  the  local  inflamma- 
tory action  above  described,  yet  in  a  few  instances  this  was  absent,  and 
neither  general  nor  local  disturbance  indicated  diseased  action. 

The  surgeon,  in  dressing  the  wound,  finds  a  healthy  granulating 
surface  giving  off  laudable  pus.     A  few  hours  subsequently,  possibly 
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• 
tt  the  next  dreBsing,  he  finds  the  gangrene  over  a  part  or  the  whole  of 

the  sore.  At  the  same  time  the  patient  ezperienoes  nothing  unnsaal 
in  tke  part,  and  the  general  system  may  be  apparently  in  good  condi- 
tion, all  the  fiinctions  of  assimilation,  secretion  and  innervation  nat- 
urally performed.  Inflammation  may  supervene  upon  this  local  change, 
jet  in  some  instances  there  is  hardly  any,  if  any,  increased  action  in 
or  around  the  wound. 

Where  the  disease  makes  rapid  progress,  and  especially  in  exten- 
nve  wounds,  with  high  inflammatory  action,  the  discharges  are  mixed 
with  dark  bloody  matter,  and  the  slough  is  darker,  frequently  resem- 
bling ordinary  gangrene.  This  condition  of  the  wound  is  generally 
iccompanied  with  a  low  state  of  the  system,  and  depressed  local  vital- 
ity, and  often  has  a  fatal  termination.  This  disease  seems  to  have  a 
strong  affinity,  so  to  speak,  for  the  cellular  or  areolar  tissue.  It  at- 
tseks  this  structure  and  destroys  it  in  every  direction,  taking  the 
Yound  as  the  starting  point,  undermining  the  integument,  separating 
tke  muscles  and  destroying  the  sheaths  of  vessels  and  nerves.  In  a 
aegleeted  case,  or  in  one  that  is  inveterate  and  does  not  yield  readily 
to  tke  action  of  remedies,  the  surgeon  will  find  that  the  skin  (although 
of  a  natural  healthy  color,  except  near  the  margin  of  the  wound,)  is 
leparated  from  the  parts  beneath  by  the  destruction  of  the  superficial 
&8cia,  and  the  probe  can  be  slid  under  it  for  §ome  distance  from  the 
border  of  the  wound.  In  nearly  every  case  the  separation  extends  six 
to  twelve  lines,  and  I  have  seen  it  extend  several  inches.  In  one  case 
tlie  entire  skin  of  the  lower  half  of  the  leg  was  disconnected  from  the 
parts  beneath.  In  another  case  the  areolar  tissue  of  the  leg  seemed 
to  be  completely  destroyed  from  the  knee  to  the  ankle,  separating  the 
ikiii  and  muscle.  The  vascular  tissue  does  not  seem  to  be  very  liable 
to  be  affected  by  it,  though  instances  are  on  record  in  which  fatal  hem- 
orrkage  has  occurred  from  the  sloughing  of  large  vessels  in  hospital 
gangrene.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  death  of  the  vascular  tis- 
sue arises  rather  from  the  destruction  of  the  areolar  or  connective  tis- 
sue of  the  vessels,  cutting  off  their  vascular  and  nervous  supply,  rather 
tban  from  the  direct  action  of  the  gangrene  upon  the  vessels  them- 
selves. 

I  believe  the  same  is  true  of  the  integument.  The  skin  does  not 
seem  to  be  much  affected,  at  the  margin  of  the  wound.  When,  how- 
erer,  the  fascia  beneath  the  skin  is  extensively  destroyed,  it  will  die, 
bat  its  death  is  more  like  ordinary  sphacelus  or  mortification,  than  like 
hospital  gangrene.    The  areolar  and  muscular  tissues  are  the  structures 
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upon  whioh  this  disease  principally  acts,  and  its  action  upon  other  tis- 
sues directly  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  matter  of  some  question.  Unless  the 
surgeon  examines  the  wound  carefully  with  the  probe  and  forceps,  he 
will  not  be  aware  of  the  extensive  ravages  of  the  disease.  The  gan- 
grene will  appear  to  be  confined  to  the  wounded  surface  alone;  but, 
upon  using  the  probe  cautiously  and  carefoUy,  it  may  be  found  that 
the  areolar  tissue  is  destroyed  for  some  distance  beneath  the  integu- 
ment, between  the  muscles,  and  in  the  course  of  the  vessels  and 
nerves. 

The  local  symptoms  in  very  extensive  and  serious  wounds,  as  in  gun- 
shot fractures,  are  generally  different  in  some  particulars  from  the 
foregoing. 

After  the  battles  at  Franklin  and  Nashville,  Tennesee,  during  the 
winter  of  1864-'5,  a  great  many  of  the  wounded  of  those  engagements 
were  sent  north  by  railroad  to-  Louisville  and  Jefferson ville.  It  seems 
strange  to  write  it,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  a  number  of  sol- 
diers with  comminuted  gun-shot  fracture  of  the  femur  or  tibia,  were 
sent  to  Louisville  during  the  coldest  weather  of  that  winter,  over  a 
rough  railroad.  They  had  the  pleasure  of  riding  in  box-cars,  without 
stoves  or  other  means  of  warmth  save  the  blankets  and  bedding  sent 
with  them.  The  Crittenden  Hospital  received  a  number  of  these  poor 
fellows.  Some  of  them  had  hospital  gangrene  when  they  arrived,  and 
others  were  afterwards  attacked.  I  need  hardly  say  that  many  of 
them  died. 

In  these  cases  there  was  a  profuse  discharge  of  dark  and  bloody 
matter  from  the  wound.  Portions  of  the  surface  were  dark  and  bloody, 
and  offensive  grumous  matter  was  constantly  oozing  from  it. 

There  was  great  general  and  local  depression — the  vitality  of  the 
wounded  part  seemed  partially  destroyed,  and  extensive  sloughs  oc- 
curred from  sphacelus  and  hospital  gangrene  combined,  and  the  pa- 
tient died  either  Arom  exhaustion  or  from  the  supervention  of  some 
low  form  of  fever. 

In  regard  to  general  symptoms,  or  those  arising  from  a  disturbance 
of  the  general  system,  it  may  be  said  that  there  was  no  uniformity. 
In  many  cases  the  system  did  not  seem  to  be  in  the  least  affected  by 
the  existence  of  gangrene,  and  during  the  whole  course  of  the  disease 
all  the  bodily  functions  were  in  perfect  action — the  pulse,  respiration, 
sleep,  appetite,  secretion  and  excretion,  all  natural  and  healthy. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  however,  there  was  greater  or  less  general 
disturbance,  sometimes   preceding,  sometimes  cotemporaneous  with, 
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aid  in  other  eases  following  the  local  disease.  The  general  symp- 
toms were  in  some  cases  slight,  consisting  of  headache,  acceleration  of 
pulse,  loss  of  appetite,  &o.,  &c.,  which  soon  passed  away  if  the  local 
disease  was  subdued.  When  these  milder  symptoms  prevailed,  the 
disease  was  generally  amenable  to  treatment. 

In  other  cases  the  general  symptoms  were  severe  and  marked, 
especially  in  the  severe  and  obstinate  cases.  Pulse  permanently  fre- 
qneDt— one  hundred  or  more  per  minute,  tongue  coated  with  a  whitish 
or  yellowish  fur,  headache,  fever,  bowels  either  sluggish  or  too  loose, 
perhaps  diarrhea,  occasional  or  constant  delirium — in  short,  all  the 
general  symptom  that  indicate  a  poisoned  condition  of  the  blood. 
This  febrile  state  often  resembled,  in  every  particular  save  the  local 
deposits  of  pus,  the  ^disease  described  by  surgical  writers  as  pyaomia, 
and  was  probably  caused  by  absorption  of  the  poisonous  matter  irom 
the  local  diseased  part.  Where  the  constitution  was  thus  seriously 
tiected,  it  was  observed  that  the  local  disease  was  difficult  to  eradi- 
cate, and  it  seldom  yielded  till  there  was  an  amelioration  of  the  gen- 
eral ijmptoms. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  regular  correspondence  between  the  local 
and  general  symptoms.  I  have  observed  severe  general  symptoms  in 
slight  local  disease,  and  again,  slight  constitutional  disturbance,  with 
ficrere  local  gangrene.  In  most  instances  I  think  that  the  severity  or 
Dildness  of  the  constitutional  affection  depends  upon  the  state  of  the 
sjitem  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  Those  who  were  weak  or  debilita- 
ted firom  any  cause,  scorbutic,  or  affected  with  diarrhea,  were  more  apt 
to  liave  serious  general  symptoms,  and  vice  versa. 

Other  conditions  being  the  same,  that  is  the  condition  of  health, 
strength  and  power  of  resistance,  the  general  symptoms  corresponded 
generally  (not  uniformly)  with  the  extent  of  the  local  disease. 

In  those  cases  which  terminated  fatally,  a  low  form  of  fever  usually 
existed  for  some  days  previous  to  death,  in  many  instances,  as  before 
stated,  resembling  pyaemia.  The  pulse  ranged  at  or  above  one  hun- 
dred per  minute,  with  hardly  an  appreciable  variation  during  the 
twenty-four  hours. 

The  tongue  was  covered  with  a  thick  yellowish  coat,  inclining  to  be- 
come dark  and  dry,  sordes  accumulated  upon  the  teeth  and  gums. 
The  mind  sympathised  with  the  low  state  of  the  system.  The  patient 
seemed  to  have  no  concern  as  to  the  results — was  stupid  and  apathetic, 
and  a  low  form  of  delirium  was  often  present.     Diarrhea  often  existed, 
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and  in  extreme  cmees,  there  were  inyoluntary  evaonations  of  the  nrina 
and  feces. 

The  8)cin  and  oonjnnctiTiB  became  jaundiced.  This  latter  sjinp* 
torn  I  saw  in  but  two  cases,  both  of  which  were  fatal. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  symptoms,  it  wonld  be  well  to  notice 
that  the  disease  is  apt  toTecnr  in  certain  constitutions.  This  peculiarity 
has  been  repeatedly  observed  by  surgical  writers.  We  had  a  number 
of  cases  who  were  returned  to  the  gangrene  ward  ftom  two  to  six  times, 
after  being  each  time  fk^ed  from  the  disease. 

In  some  of  them  the  disease  was  very  obstinate  and  difficult  to  sab- 
due— the  treatment  extending  through  several  weeks.  None  of  these 
cases  were  fatal;  and  there  was  very  little  or  no  general  systematic 
disturbance,  and  the  disease  seemed  to  be  wholly  local,  but  ef  an  in- 
veterate character. 

These  recurring  cases  were  mostly  in  individuals  of  the  phlegmatic 
temperament.  I  should  judge  that  at  least  one-sixth  of  our  oases 
were  attacked  more  than  once. 

Gausbs  and  Nature. — The  cause  of  this  disease  is  stiU  involved 
in  obscurity.  There  is  no  doubt  in  regard  to  its  contagious  nature 
when  once  developed;  but  whether  every  case  originates  thus  it  is  dif- 
ficult if  not  impossible  to  decide.  Hy  own  opinion  is  that  the  disease 
may  be  produced  under  a  certain  combination  of  circumstances  not 
perfectly  understood,  and  when  once  developed  it  may  be  propagated 
by  contagion,  and  when  the  morbid  principle  is  strong,  and  circum- 
stances and  conditions  exist  favorable  for  its  concentrated  action,  it 
may  be  propagated  by  infection  or  through  the  medium  of  the  atmos- 
phere. 

We  know  that  gonorrhea  may  originate  de  novo,  and  afterwards  be 
communicated  by  contact ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  hospital  gan- 
grene, (and  possibly  many  other  contagious  and  infectious  diseases), 
may  in  like  manner  originate  by  the  existence  of  conditions  favorable 
for  it,  aad  without  the  previous  existence  of  the  gangrene  poison. 

It  has  existea  as  an  epidemic  both  in  military  and  civil  hospitals.^ 

The  local  morbid  action  is  essentially  a  molecular  death  of  the  part 
affected. 

The  tissue  dies  not  en  maue,  but  littie  by  little,  particle  by  parti- 
cle, extending  indefinitely,  unless  checked  by  nature  or  the  skill  of  the 
surgeon. 

*8m  Am,  Jmt.  Med.  BeL,  toI.  z,  188S,  p.  47,  vt  Seq.;  «Uo,  Lmtd»  U^d,  CMt,  Afv.,  Aug.,  ISSS, 
p.  871,  •(  Seq. 
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h  the  disease  a  local  disease,  or  are  ftlie  loeal  phenomeiia  merely 
maiiifestotioiis  of  eoii8titatt(»ial  action? 

AvUiorities  are  still  divided  on  this  point,  and  many  of  our  best 
vriters  (among  them  S.  D,  Gross)  consider  the  disease  constitutional. 

How  are  these  eases  to  be  explained  in  which  there  is  an  entire 
ibflenee  of  constitutional  trouble? 

Hennen,  who  believed  the  disease  a  constitutional  one,  and  relied 
ilnost  whoUy  upon  general  remedies  in  its  treatment,  even  to  the  ex- 
ehsioD  of  a  valuable  local  remedy  that  was  introduced  by  one  of  his 
brother  army  surgeons,*  (I  allude  to  the  use  of  arsenic,)  says,  '*In 
this  distressing  state  of  our  hospital,  some  few  constitutionB  resisted 
the  febrile  action  altogether;  some  had  exiendve  local  diiea$e  toithaut 
oj^ general  affection,'*  ^ 

We  may  reasonably  suppose  that  when  this  disease  originates  wholly 
by  infection,  and  witkotU  the  existence  of  a  previous  wound  on  the  per'- 
iM  icAo  receives  the  infection,  that  the  general  system  would  be  first 
t&cted. 

If  the  disease  occur  as  an  epidemic,  as  it  undoubtedly  has  done, 
ve  msj  have  those  differential  peculiarities,  in  the  different  epidemics, 
jut  as  is  obeerred  in  other  epidemic  diseases. 

In  some  epidemics  of  hospital  gangrene,  the  system  may  be  always 
uq^Iicated,  while  in  another  there  may  be  very  little  constitutional 
trouble,  or  the  system  may  be  affected  in  a  limited  number  of  cases. 
With  the  knowledge  we  now  have  of  hospital  gangrene,  as  it  has  occur- 
^  &om  time  to  time  during  the  present  century,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
the  hight  of  absurdity  to  affirm  that  this  disease  is  essentially  consHtu- 
tioMi. 

A  pathological  principle,  or  even  an  hypothesis  by  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  explain  a  particular  disease,  is  unworthy  of  the  regard  of 
MBsible  men  if  it  does  not  embrace  all  cases  of  the  particular  disease 
it  is  designed  to  explain. 

Ib  regard  to  the  character  of  the  constitutional  disturbance,  when 
it  exists,  it  may  be  said  that  the  tendency  was  to  a  low  form  of  fever, 
dynamic  in  character.  This  has  been  generally  observed  by  writers 
oa  this  disease;  yet  it  is  not  always  the  case.  Hennqji  states  that 
tovards  the  close  of  the  epidemic  which  he  observed,  the  fever  became 
■Bttked  and  open,  pulse  strong  and  hard,  severe  inflammation  in  and 
>niand  the  wound.  The  synochal  character  of  the  disease  was  so  evi- 
dent^ that  blood-letting  was  employed  with  successful  results.     The 

•mOarf  Swvt  Xdinbnrgb  Kd..  1818,  p.  238. 
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lancet  wounds  did  not  take  on  diseased  action.^    Would  we  not  antici- 
pate gangrene  in  the  lancet  wounds,  if  the  disease  was  constitutional? 

In  90  far  as  the  hospital  gan^ene  at  the  Clay  and  Crittenden  Hm- 
pital  is  concerned,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  local  disease,  from 
the  following  reasons : 

First — The  entire  absence  of  general  symptoms  in  many  cases. 

Second — ^The  want  of  correspondence  between  the  general  and  local 
symptoms,  when  both  existed.  In  some  cases,  there  was  serious  con- 
stitutional disturbance,  with  slight  local  disease,'  in  some  other  in- 
stances, vice  versa. 

Third — The  existence  of  gangrene  in  one  wound,  while  another 
wound  in  its  immediate  vicinity  would  be  unaffected  by  it. 

Fourth — The  greater  success  resulting  from  the  use  of  local,  as 
compared  with  general  remedies,  even  in  cases  where  there  were  serious 
general  symptoms. 

Diagnosis. — But  little  need  be  said  on  this  point.  Writers  are 
disposed  to  be  particular  to  point  out  the  difference  between  the  slouch  < 
ing  scorbutic  ulcer  and  hospital  gangrene.  The  difference  is  so  wide 
and  mai^ked,  that  the  labor  is  lost.  We  might  as  well  be  careful  to 
note  the  particular  symptoms  that  distinguish  epilepsy  from  gonor- 
rhosa. 

Some  recent  writcBS  in  our  medical  journals,  have  fabricated  two 
kinds  of  hospital  gangrene — ^the  false  and  the  true,  the  former  said 
to  occur  in  depraved,  scorbutic  subjects.  The  disease  may  occur  in 
scorbutic  or  scrofulous,  or  in  syphilitic  subjects ;  but  in  so  far  as  its 
real  nature  is  concerned,  and  in  all  that  relates  to  its  local  treatment, 
it  is  true,  genuine  hospital  gangrene.  This  division  into  two  kinds, 
false  and  true,  is  a  distinction  without  a  difference.  The  greyish,  yel- 
lowish white,  or  brown  slough  attached  to  the  wounded  surface,  not 
formed  by  any  local  application  of  the  surgeon,  will  sufficiently  indi- 
cate the  malady,  and  may  be  considered  the  diagnostic  symptom. 

Prognosis. — Since  a  vigorous  local  treatment  has  been  generally 
practiced  in  hospital  gangrene,  it  has  been  much  less  fatal  than  for- 
merly. 

When  there  is  serious  constitutional  trouble,  particularly  of  the 
nervous  and  circulating  systems,  the  prognosis  is  not  favorable.     This 
•  state  is  noted  by  stupor  or  delirium,  and  a  persistently  frequent  and 
quick  pulse,  at  or  above  one  hundred  per  minute. 

If,  in  conjunction  with  serious  general  symptoms,  such  as  stupor  or 

♦Hennen't  MU,  awrg.,  pp.  246  and  2i6w 
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delirium,  frequent  pulse,  dry,  coated  tongae,  &c.,  there  is  a  bad  state  of 
the  wound— extreme  slongbing  and  destruction  of  tissue,  and  espe- 
cially if  local  remedies  Lave  little  or  no  power  to  check  the  progress 
of  the  gangrene,  the  prognosis  is  very  unfavorable  and  the  termination 
will  probably  be  fatal. 

The  old,  debilitated  soldier,  those  debilitated  from  any  cause,  such 
as  loss  of  blood,  diarrhoea,  are  bad  subjects  for  this  disease. 

The  co-existence  of  a  scorbutic,  a  scrofulous,  or  a  syphilitic  taint, 
especially  the  first,  is  an  unfiArorable  complication. 

It  may  be  stated  as  a  rule,  that  there  will  be  little  abatement  of  the 
local  disease  while  the  constitutional  symptoms  are  strongly  marked. 

In  some  instances,  these  depend  upon  the  local  irritation  and  in- 
flammation, and  speedily  subside  when  they  are  removed.  The  young, 
the  robust,  those  not  affected  by  other  maladies,  of  course  resist  the 
diseased  action  more  strongly,  and  in  these  the  prognosis  is  more 
favorable. 

When  the  constitutional  trouble  is  slight,  we  may  anticipate  a  favor- 
able termination.  Even  in  quite  extensive  wounds,  if  there  be  mild 
general  symptoms,  and  if  the  disease  seems  readily  to  yield  to  local 
remedies,  we  may  have  strong  hope  of  a  favorable  result. 

(Treatxsnt  in  the  next  number.) 


THE  VESSELS  AND  NERVES  OF   FIBROUS  ANI>  FIBRO- 
CARTILAGINOUS  STRUCTURES. 


[Thit,  though  some  two  or  three  jean  old,  we  suspect  has  escaped  general  pro- 
t  atteotion,  and  therefore  we  re-pnblish  it.    T.  P.] 

M.  Sappey  has  communicated  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  the  re- 
solts  of  his  investigations  on  the  vascular  and  nervous  supply  of  artic- 
ular fibro-cartilages,  tendons,  and  aponeuroses. 

1.  Articular  Fibro-cartilages.  Authors  state  that  these  structures 
possess  neither  vessels  nor  nerves.  M.  Sappey,  however,  says  that  he 
has  been  able  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  both.  Among  the  articular 
fibro-cartilages,  those  of  the  knee  are  the  most  vascular.  The  vessels 
at  first  proceed  parallel  to  the  bundles  of  connective  tissue,  giving  off 
s  large  number  of  branches  at  various  angles,  which  anastomose  and 
form  a  network.  The  vessels  reach  the  middle  part  of  the  cartilage, 
sometimes  even  the  vicinity  of  the  edge.  The  arteries  have  at  first 
theb  three  coats;  their  ultimate  ramifications  end  in  loops  which  spread 
over  the  two  surfaces  of  the  fibro-cartilage,  and  are  arranged  in  the 
most  elegant  and  varied  manner.     The  veins  follow  the  course  of  the 
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arteries.  In  the  fibro-cartilages  of  the  other  parts,  the  vessels  pass 
from  the  circumference  towards  the  centre  to  a  depth  of  about  one- 
tenth  of  an  inch,  and  end  in  arches  surrounding  the  centre,  which  is 
entirely  destitute  of  blood-vessels.  The  periarticular  fibro-cartilages 
are  much  more  vascular,  and  do  not  in  this  respect  differ  from  perios- 
teum, of  which  they  may  be  considered  as  an  offset.  The  vessels  are 
arranged  in  the  same  way  as  those  of  the  inter-articular  fibro-carti- 
lages. The  fibro-cartilages  receive  nerves,  part  of  which  accompany 
the  vessels,  while  part  follow  a  separate  course.  Those  which  follow 
the  vessels  are  frequently  separated  from  them,  and  sometimes  cross 
them  at  a  right  or  acute  angle.  At  some  points,  the  nerves  are  larger 
than  the  vessels.  They  anastomose,  and  form  plexuses  with  unequal, 
often  very  fine,  meshes. 

2.  Ligaments.  Vessels  enter  the  ligaments  in  very  large  numbers. 
They  lie  in  the  interstices  of  the  fasciculi,  which  they  surround  with 
anastomoses,.  They  gradually  subdivide  until  they  reach  the  surface, 
covered  by  synovial  membrane,  where  they  form  an  extremely  rich  net- 
work. In  the  capsular  and  some  other  peripheric  ligaments,  the  deep- 
est layers,  hitherto  considered  by  many  as  almost  completely  destitute 
of  vessels,  are,  on  the  contrary,  very  vascular,  the  vessels  being  dis- 
tributed almost  as  in  the  skin.  All  the  ligaments  receive  a  large  sup- 
ply of  nerves ;  some  even  more  than  the  skin  of  the  trunk  and  limbs, 
their  supply  being  rather  comparable  to  that  of  the  fingers  and  toes. 
In  their  course,  the  neryes  send  off  a  number  of  branches  and  minute 
twigs,  forming  plexuses,  which  most  generally  accompany  the  vascular 
plexuses,  but  are  sometimes  isolated.  The  nerves  become  subdivided 
until  they  are  reduced  to  one  or  two  tubules,  so  that  they  seem  to  end 
in  free  extremities.  M.  Sappey  does  not  assert  they  do  so ;  he  can 
not  say  that  the  isolated  tubercles  do  not  become  united  with  others. 

3.  Tendons.  Vessels  and  nerves  are  a  little  less  numerous  in  ten- 
dons than  in  ligaments,  but  are  arranged  in  the  same  manner. 

4.  Aponeuroses.  In  all  the  fibrous  envelopes  of  the  muscles  there 
are  ramifications  of  arteries  and  veins,  accompanied  by  nervous  fila- 
ments; the  latter  being  sometimes  larger  than  the  vessels.  Two  or- 
ders of  nerves  are  met  with  in  the  aponeuroses.  Some,  having  run  a 
longer  or  shorter  course  in  the  fascia,  leave  it  and  end  in  the  subapo- 
neurotic structures;  while  others,  especially  destined  for  the  fascia, 
form  frequent  anastomoses,  as  in  the  ligaments  and  tendons. — Gaz. 
Med.  de  Paris,  2  June,  1866. 


TREATMENT  OF  EPILEPSY. 


Br.  Hermann  Beigel,  in  concluding  some  papers  on  the  Pathology 
and  Treatment  of  Epilepsy,  (^Lancet,  December  28th,)  speaks  as  fol- 
lows : 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  other  disease  in  which  the  physician  can  do 
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more  good  to  his  patient  than  in  epilepsy.  In  many  cases  he  is  able 
to  effect  a  curcy  by  which  term  I  mean  the  patient's  not  having  fits  for 
jears.  K  we  see  cures  of  epilepsy  every  week  published  in  the  jour- 
nals, and  see  farther  that  some  writers  fancy  the  patients  to  be  cured 
because  the  fits  do  not  make  their  appearance  for  several  weeks,  then 
we  may  rest  assured  that  such  an  author  has  other  motives  in  publish* 
ing  his  case  than  that  of  advancing  science  and  serving  the  truth. 

In  the  majority  of  oases,  the  physician  is  able  to  improve  the 
patient's  condition,  in  a  great  measure,  by  turning  very  long  fits  into 
slight  ones,  or  by  causing  the  interparozysmal  time  to  be  much  longer. 
Mr.  Barry,  late  house-surgeon  to  the  Metropolitan  Free  Hospital, 
has  watched  a  case  with  me,  which  was  of  very  great  interest  in  a  the- 
rapeutical point  of  view.  The  patient  was  a  woman  aged  forty-eight. 
Six  years  ago  she  had  been  attacked  with  fits,  and  had  ^^  scores  "  of  them 
eTcry  day — ^at  least  twenty  in  twenty-four  hours.  During  the  whole 
six  years  she  was  only  once  free  of  them  for  four  days.  She  must, 
therefore,  have  had  six  thousand  fits  altogether.  When  I  first  saw 
her,  she  had  an  attack  in  my  consulting  room,  and  I  confess  it  was  the 
most  terrible  attack  I  have  ever  witnessed.  She  was  treated  by  means 
of  hypodermic  injections  of  morphia,  and  in  the  week  after  the  injec- 
tions, she  had  only  one  attack.  The  injections  were  repeated  twice  a 
week,  and  when  the  attacks  were  turned  into  "faintings,"  as  the  patient 
called  them,  which  recurred  about  three  or  four  times  a  week,  and  did 
not  cause  her  to  fall,  she  did  not  return  to  the  hospital  any  more. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  my  patients,  forty-six  remained  sufilciently 
long  under  treatment  to  warrant  an  opinion  of  the  efficacy  of  the  drugs 
applied.  Of  the  number  just  mentioned,  fourteen  were  cured,  twenty- 
six  have  improved,  while  in  six  the  treatment  had  no  effect.  A  case 
which  I  am  inclined  to  look  upon  as  cured  is  the  following:  The 
patient  was  twenty-one  years  old,  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  The  grand- 
&ther  had  several  fits,  but  the  patient  was  in  good  health  until  three 
years  before  he  came  under  my  care.  At  that  time  he  came  up  from 
t&e  country,  in  order  to  see  an  execution  at  Newgate,  which  made  such 
an  impression  on  him  as  to  bring  on  epileptic  fits  after  a  few  hours. 
In  these  fits  he  lost  consciousness,  and  was  very  much  convulsed.  For 
two  years  he  was  sometimes  free  from  paroxysms  for  several  months, 
and  then  again  he  had  several  attacks  in  the  course  of  a  day;  six 
months,  however,  before  he  was  admitted  an  out-patient  to  the  hos-  • 
pital,  he  was  seized  several  times  every  day.  He  was  likewise  treated 
by  means  of  hypodermic  injections  of  morphia,  which  were  continued 
for  a  long  time.  After  having  been  free  from  attacks  for  about  twelve 
months,  he  requested  me,  in  1865,  to  discharge  him,  in  order  that  he 
might  go  in  search  of  employment.  A  few  months  ago  his  father  came 
to  the  hospital,  and  from  him  I  learned  that  his  son,  who  is  now  in 
the  country  following  his  trade,  had  never  had  a  fit  since  he  left  the 
hespital. 

As  to  the  remedies  used  by  me  for  the  treatment  of  epilepsy,  I 
kave  tried  nearly  all  drugs  which  have  been  recommended  by  different 
authors,  including  urari  or  the  arrow  poison  of  the  Indians,  so  strongly 
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recommended  by  a  few  continental  physicians,  which,  however,  has 
failed  in  my  hands. 

But  there  are  two  drugs  in  which  confidence  may  be  placed,  viz : 
bromide  of  potassium  and  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia.  It  is  now 
a  well-known  fact,  that  the  former,  when  used  in  very  large  doses,  has 
the  power  of  postponing  the  paroxysms,  and,  in  some  instances,  to 
make  them  disappear  altogether.  Hypodermic  injections  have  the 
power  of  producing  the  same  result  in  a  much  shorter  time.  It  is 
very  difficult  to. explain  why  the  action  of  morphia  is  different  when 
given  internally  and  when  applied  hypodermically,  but  that  such  is  the 
case  has  been  confirmed  by  reliable  observers. 


ON  MARKINGS  OR  FURROWS  ON  THE  NAILS  AS  THE  RE- 
SULT OF  ILLNESS.  

BY  SAMUEL  WILKS,   M.   D., 
Phyiicbtn  to  Ouy*s  Hotpital. 


The  fact  that  the  traces  of  a  past  illness  may  be  found  on  the  nails 
is  probably  known  to  many  in  the  profession,  as  it  is  one  with  which  I 
have  been  well  acquainted  for  many  jrears.  Constantly  meeting,  how- 
ever, with  medical  men  to  whom  it  is  unknown,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
bringing  the  subject  before  their  attention,  hoping  that  the  experienced 
will  pardon  the  intrusion  for  the  sake  of  those  to  whom  the  fact  is  un- 
known. I  can  not  at  present  lay  my  hands  on  works  of  reference,  but 
I  believe  ihe  subject  has  been  alluded  to  by  English  and  foreign  au- 
thors. On  taking  up  the  book  on  "Skin  Diseases,"  by  the  late  la- 
mented Dr.  Hillier,  I  find  the  following  casual  allusion  to  it: — ^' Cross 
furrows  are  often  seen  on  the  nails.  It  has  been  suggested  that  these 
are  due  to  an  irregular  growth  of  the  nail  from  disturbances  of  health, 
the  thinner  portion  being  formed  when  the  patient  is  out  of  health, 
and  the  thicker  parts  in  the  interval."  My  own  distinct  knowledge 
.  of  the  fact  that  the  nails  become  altered  in  disease  was  obtained  many 
years  ago,  when  a  non-professional  gentleman  observed  the  circumstance 
for  himself,  and  was  so  much  interested  in  it  that  he  referred  the  mat- 
ter to  a  distinguished  natural  philosopher.  It  was  after  a  severe  at- 
tack of  diarrhoea,  which  caused  almost  as  much  prostration  as  Asiatic 
cholera,  that  he  discovered  a  white  line  or  depression  at  the  roots  of 
the  nails.  Having  formed  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  their  rate  of 
growth,  he  was  convinced  that  the  markings  corresponded  with  the 
date  of  the  illness.  I  may  state  that  these  marks  are  caused  by  a 
slight  furrow,  which  is  found  more  especially  on  the  middle  of  the 
nail,  and  more  distinct  on  that  of  the  thumb.  They  point,  no  doubt, 
to  a  sudden  arrest  of  the  nutritive  process  during  the  time  of  the  ill- 
ness, and  herein  lies  the  interest  of  the  observation.     In  cases  of  fever 
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we  know  that  the  most  profound  changes  take  place  in  all  the  tissues 
of  the  body.  In  scarlet  fever,  for  instance,  the  whole  of  the  epithe- 
lial surface  within  and  without  the  body  is  affected,  and,  as  a  result, 
we  may  witness  a  desquamation  of  the  cuticle,  falling  of  the  hair,  and 
fleparatien  of  the  nails.  When  the  fever  is  at  its  height,  we  can  haye 
dien  little  doubt  of  the  changes  taking  place  in  the  tissues,  and  can 
feel  no  surprise  that  the  nails  show  evidence  of  the  former  conflagra- 
tion. As  the  patient  recovers,  and  a  new  cuticle  forms,  and  the  hair 
b^ins  to  grow,  the  nail  proceeds  to  shoot  forward  afresh,  and  it  is  not 
leng  before  the  latter  exhibits  a  transverse  furrow,  indicative  of  the 
previous  illness.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  to  ascertain  the  date  of  the 
attack.  Physiologists  say  that  the  thumb-nail  grows  its  whole  length 
twice  in  a  year,  and  thus  it  follows  that  if  the  furrow  be  found  in  the 
middle  of  the  nail,  the  illness  occurred  three  months  before.  This 
&ct  may  then  serve  for  a  limited  period,  like  *' foot-prints  on  the  sands 
of  time,"  as  some  additional  proof  of  a  previous  serious  illness.  For 
instance,  a  patient  with  a  cardiac  disorder  stated  that  he  had  had  an 
Olness  three  months  before,  and  on  his  nails  som^  transverse  mark- 
ings were  found;  also  another  suffering  from  phthisis,  said  that  his 
Olnefis  resulted  from  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  occurring  a  few 
weeks  previously,  and  on  his  nails,  also,  some  distinct  lines  were  dis- 
covered. That  a  severe  diarrhoea  could  produce  such  a  cessation  of 
the  natritive  process  as  to  exhibit  its  effects  on  the  nails  is  a  fact  for 
which  I  should  have  been  unprepared  had  it  not  been  apparent  to  the 
eyes.  It  is  one,  however,  of  extreme  interest.  I  have  never  made  the 
abject  one  of  accurate  clinical  observation;  but  if  I  can  induce  my 
clinical  clerks  to  record  a  few  cases,  the  readers  of  The  Lancet  shall 
be  furnished  with  the  result. — Lancet^  January  2d. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GRANT  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCI- 
ETY.   

This  society  met  pursuant  to  previous  adjournment,  in  the  office  of 
Dts.  W.  k  G.  Lomax,  in  Marion,  on  Tuesday,  November  24th,  1868. 
The  President  being  absent,  Dr.  Shi^ely  was  elected  President  jpro  tern. 
A  quorum  being  present,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  approved  for  record. 

The  name  of  Thomas  C.  Kimball,  M.  D.,  of  Xenia,  Miami  county, 
was  presented  as  a  candidate  for  membership.  Having  the  credentials 
reqinired  by  the  constitution,  he  was  unanimously  elected;  when  he 
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signed  the  constitution,  paid  the  assessment  and  was  declared  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society. 

Easiness  requiring  early  consideration  being  in  order, 

Dr.  Kimball  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  bring  before  the  meeting 
for  examination  and  opinions  of  the  members,  a  case  of  enlarged  parotid 
gland  in  an  athletic,  robust  man,  aged  about  forty,  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  who  gave  the  following  history  of  the  case : 

Some  twelve  years  ago  a  small  tumor  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  was 
observed  posterior  to  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw.  It  was  hard,  pain- 
less and  movable,  giving  no  suffering  of  any  kind.  It  gradually  and 
almost  imperceptibly  increased  until  it  has  attained  nearly  the  size  of 
a  turkey's  egg,  causing  some  inconvenience  to  the  free  use  of  the  jaw, 
and  to  opening  the  mouth  widely;  attended  at  times,  and  especially  on 
taking  cold,  with  a  dull  uneasiness  in  the  tumor.  It  is  quite  protu- 
berant, irregularly  nodulated ;  the  point  first  noticed  as  a  small  tunoior, 
stands  out  as  if  an  outgrowth  from  the  body  of  the  disease.  The  whole 
mass  is  hard,  heavy  and  movable  beneath  the  skin  and  upon  the  sub- 
jacent parts.  The  progress  of  growth,  he  thinks,  has  been  increasing 
for  some  time  past.  The  health  has  generally  been  good,  excepting 
that  for  the  last  four  years  he  has  been  subject  to  attacks  and  relapses 
of  ague,  from  which  he  says  he  is  considerably  reduced  in  flesh,  and 
has  recently  observed  a  more  dingy  sallowness  of  the  countenance 
than  in  good  health.  Has  never  heard  of  any  cancer  in  any  of  bis 
family  relations.     The  case  has  never  been  submitted  to  treatment. 

Having  gone  through  with  the  examination,  opinions  were  given  as 
follows: 

Dr.  Charles — From  the  length  of  time  this  tumor  has  existed,  its 
slow  growth,  having  only  attained  the  dimensions  of  two  inches  in 
length  and  about  one  and  one-half  inches  in  its  transverse  diameter,  in 
a  progress  of  twelve  years,  its  entire  freedom  from  pain  or  adhesion  to 
the  integuments,  the  general  good  health  of  the  subject,  and  absence 
of  ancestral  proclivities  to  malignant  disease,  would  lead  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  was  a  benign  tumor.  As  to  its  precise  nature,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  give  a  very  definite  opinion.  It  was,  probably,  an 
encysted  tumor,  not  cheesy  in  texture  he  would  think  from  its  feel^ 
but  possibly  fibrous,  which  might  degenerate  into  a  malignant  disease. 
Upon  his  first  examination  he  thought  the  tubercle  occupying  the  OLost 
prominent  point  of  the  tumor  was  merely  an  enlarged  lymphatic  gland 
which  had  become  involved,  or,  perhaps,  the  first  to  take  on  disease. 
But  on  a  more  careful  examination,  he  found  it  firmly  adherent  and 
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^Ting  the  appearance  of  a  real  outgrowth  from  the  main  body  of  the 
disease. 

As  to  the  treatment,  he  should  not  have  confidence  in  anything 
Imi  the  knife.  And  this  might  be  attended  with  more  or  less  danger. 
He  could  not  determine  by  his  examination,  whether  it  had  formed 
idhesions  to  the  parts  on  which  it  rested  or  not.  But  from  its  adja- 
cency to  the  carotid  artery  and  jugular  vein,  would  fear  those  vessels 
ught  be  iuTolyed,  which  would  seriously  complicate  an  operation  for 
ilB  lemoTaL  In  view  of  the  difficulties  and  haaards  of  the  operation 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  slight  inconyenience  to  the  patient,  and  the 
liov  growth  of  the  disease  on  the  other,  would  advise  non-interference 
for  the  present;  but  a  careful  watching  of  its  condition  and  progress^ 
•0  that  should  it  assume  a  decidedly  threatening  appearance,  it  might 
be  remoyed  at  once,  and  before  the  difficulties  of  the  operation  should 
be  materially  increased. 

Dr.  Kimball  said  this  man  had  called  upon  him  to  treat  the  tumor, 
a  few  days  since;  but  having  consulted  many  different  physicians,  and 
receiTed  a  great  variety,  as  well  as  discrepancy  of  opinions,  he  had 
eooelnded  to  bring  him  before  the  Society  and  hear  the  opinions  of 
tke  members,  before  making  out  a  prescription.  It  was  his  diagnosis 
that  the  disease  consisted  in  an  enlargement  of  the  parotid  gland,  and 
vtnid  be  difficult  to  remove  by  absorption  or  a  surgical  operation 
either.  But  he  was  thinking  of  first  trying  a  course  of  discutient 
treatment  for  its  reduction,  and  when  this  was  thoroughly  tested, 
should  it  fail  to  arrest  the  growth,  would  then  resort  to  the  knife. 

I>r.  C.  Lomax — ^After  a  carefizl  examination,  had  no  doubt  of  the  « 
disease  consisting  of  a  morbid  growth  developed  in  the  structure  of 
the  parotid  gland.  As  to  the  real  character  of  the  growth  he  was  not 
veil  satisfied.  While  the  general  good  health  of  the  subject,  the 
ftbeence  of  pain  in  the  tumor,  (it  being  neither  tender  nor  sensitive 
mder  pressure,)  would^  indicate  that  it  was  one  of  a  benign  character, 
KTofulous  perhaps;  but  its  slow  growth,  nodulated  surface,  heavy, 
hidnrated  feel,  and  the  known  tendency  of  diseases  of  this  form  to  take 
on  malignancy,  would  lead  him  to  suspect  this  to  be  the  true  nature  of 
tbe  present  disease.  As  long  as  it  remains  dormant,  would  advise  that 
it  be  let  alone.  Would  do  nothing  which  might  light  up  active  inflam- 
mation. Avoid  handling  or  examining  it,  and  everything  which  would 
^d  to  develop  active  disease.  Should  this  occur,  however,  and  the 
general  health  suffer  from  the  force  of  pain  and  enlargement  of  the 
^Uor,  would  then  resort  to  extirpation* 
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Dr.  H*e88 — Thinks  this  is  an  enlargement  of  the  pai^tid  gland  of 
malignant  character.  That  little  tumor  on  it  is  a  diseased  lymphatic ; 
would  have  no  confidence  in  any  attempt  to  discnss  it;  would  do 
nothing  unless  it  became  painful,  or  should  grow  rapidly,  when  he 
would  remove  it  with  the  knife;  thinks  it  is  external  to  the  large 
blood-vessels,  and  may  be  removed  readily  and  safely. 

Dr.  Williams — Said  this  is  a  case  to  which  we  should,  for  several 
eonsiderations,  attach  more  than  ordinary  importance.  In  the  first 
place,  we  have  a  useful  man  and  a  most  worthy  citizen,  who  can  illy 
be  spared  in  the  community  where  he  lives.  While  we  should  ever 
feel  under  moral  and  professional  obligations  to  render  the  best  aid  our 
science  can  furnish  in  every  case  entrusted  to  our  care,  there  are  some 
in  which  the  moral  and  social  bearings  of  the  patient  are  calculated  to 
awaken  the  most  lively  interest  in  his  behalf,  and  this  case  seems  to  be 
one  of  that  character.  There  is  another  consideration  which  imposes 
no  small  weight  of  responsibility  upon  the  medical  adviser,  growing 
<mt  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  case  and  the  special  stage  presented. 
The  locality  of  the  tumor  shows  it  to  be  an  enlarged  parotid  gland, 
while  the  history  of  its  development,  the  slow  growth,  the  hard  and 
lobulated  feel,  and  the  tissues  involved,  preclude  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
of  its  ms^lignant  character.  The  dusky,  dingy  countenance,  the  loss  of 
flesh  amounting  to  fifteen  or  twenty  pounds  below  his  ordinary  weight, 
the  uneasiness  complained  of  when  the  tumor  overlaps  the  angle  of 
the  jaw,  and  in  mastication  and  forcibly  opening  the  mouth,  all  go  to 
confirm  the  opinion  given  as  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  as  well  as  to 
foreshadow  the  fearful  condition  at  no  great  distance  in  the  future. 
He  concurs  in  the  opinion  generally  expressed,  that  the  only  rational 
hope  of  relief  is  in  extirpation  with  the  knife.  But  most  of  the  gen- 
tlemen propose  pos^oning  the  operation  to  a  period  when  the  suffer- 
ing of  the  patieut  and  failing  health  may  demand  it  as  a  measure  of 
relief.  He  would  ask  why  should  the  physician  advise  delay  when 
everything  in  the  case  teaches  him  that  the  issues  of  life  and  death 
may  turn  upon  an  early  operation?  The  adhesions  and  complications 
are  now  so  limited  as  to  present  comparatively  but  trifling  embarrass- 
ment to  its  removal.  And  the  operation  would  not  only  be  more  easily 
performed,  but  with  less  risk  to  the  patient  and  much  greater  promise 
of  security  against  a  fixture  return  of  the  disease.  Should  it  be  per- 
mitted to  run  on,  with  all  the  depressing  influences  which  the  dread  of 
mind  accompanying  its  progress  will  unavoidably  produce,  until  it  has 
involved  the  neighboring  parts,  the  difficulty  and  danger  of  the  oper*- 
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don  will  hare  been  greatly  augmented,  while  the  chances  for  an  ulti- 
mate recovery  and  a  permanent  cure  will  be  correspondingly  dimili- 
iflhed.  Should  the  patient  liye  for  any  length  of  time,  the  operation 
will  finally  have  to  be  performed.  With  these  views  of  the  case,  he 
Bhould  feel  it  an  imperative  professional  duty  to  advise  the  patient  to 
nibmit  at  once  to  the  operation,  at  the  same  time,  giving  him  as  full 
and  fair  a  statement  of  the  probable  course  and  termination  of  the 
etse  as  possible,  leaving  the  responsibility  of  a  final  decision  of  the 
matter  with  the  patient  himself. 

Br.  Pugh — Thinks  there  is  no  doubt  of  the,  tumor  consisting  of  an 
enlarged  parotid  gland,  and  also,  that  it  is  of  malignant  character; 
woold  expect  an  operation  for  its  removal  would  be  a  difficult  one,  but 
would  have  no  faith  in  any  other  remedy. 

Br.  Corey — Has  nothing  to  add  in  relation  to  the  part  involved,  or 
the  real  character  of  the  disease.  Thinks,  however,  the.  dusky  hue  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  may  have  been  the  result  of  bilious 
derangement,  as  the  man  states  he  has  been  subject  to  the  ague  for  the 
last  four  years.  He  should  certainly  not  attribute  it  to  the  ravages  of 
a  cancerous  diathesis  upon  the  constitution.  As  to  treatment,  should 
ftgree  in  opinions  already  given.  But  with  regard  to  the  time,  would 
feel  inclined  to  wait  until  evident  inroads  upon  the  general  health  or 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  tumor,  should  demand  it.  The  progress  of 
the  disease  has  been  slow  so  far,  and  there  has  yet  been  no  decidedly 
marked  increase  in  its  rate  of  development,  and  there  is  comparative 
freedom  from  pain,  without  special  inconvenience  from  its  size,  and  the 
operation  required  to  remove  it,  even  in  its  present  condition,  being  a 
serious  one,  as  important  parts  are  necessarily  involved,  would  lead  him 
to  adopt  a  compromising  course,  and  let  it  alone' as  long  as  it  should 
eonfine  itself  to  anything  near  its  present  condition.  And  he  would 
advise  whoever  should  attempt  its  removal,  to  prepare  for  a  big  opera- 
tion. ' 

Br.  Shively  said,  the  disease  is  located  in  the  parotid  gland.  The 
dusky  skin,  the  slow  growth  and  lobulated  condition  of  the  tumor, 
the  firm  texture  and  uneven  surface  were  stifficient  reasons  to  his  mind 
for  the  conclusion  that  the  disease  was  malignant.  Indeed,  he  could 
have  no  doubt  of  it.  His  only  hope  would  be  in  an  operation ;  and 
the  sooner  the  better.  Should  it  be  performed  early,  and  the  patient 
he  restricted  to  the  Twitchell  regimen,  he  might  live  many  years.  But 
if  delayed  until  the  health  runs  down,  all  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
win  be  increased,  and  the  operation  a  failure.     We  all  have  witnessed 
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the  fatal  consequenoes  of  delay  in  similar  cases;  and  also  the  happy 
results  of  timely  operations.  From  all  of  these  considerations,  he 
would  urge  an  early  removal  of  the  tumor  by  an  operation. 

Dr.  W.  Lomaz  said,  he  agreed  with  gentlemen  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  disease,  the  parts  affected,  and  also  as  to  the  only  treatment  which 
promises  any  permanent  advantage.  Yet  as  to  the  propriety  of  an 
immediate  operation,  he  could  not  feel  so  clear.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  an  early  operation  would  be  more  favorable  to  a  complete 
and  permanent  cure,  than  one  deferred  until  the  disease  had  assumed 
an  active  and  progressive  condition.  At  present  it  appears  to  be  in  a 
quiescent  or  dormant  state.  The  outlines  are  well  defined;  and  the 
whole  of  the  diseased  mass  could,  probably,  be  readily  removed,  and 
that  with  but  little  sacrifice  of  sound  tissues.  The  prospect,  too,  for 
a  permanent  cure  is  good,  infinitely  better  than  where  the  disease  is 
active  and  spreading.  For  a  mere  surgical  exploit,  the  conditions  are 
peculiarly  propitious.  There  will  never  be  another  period  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  case  as  much  so.  But  there  is  another  standpoint  from 
which  the  case  may  be  surveyed.  It  traverses  the  balance-sheet  of  ad- 
vantages and  disadvantages,  and  casts  its  verdict  with  the  prepondera- 
ting scale.  Some  of  the  issues  appropriate  to  this  calculation  are  pos- 
itive and  fixed,  and  the  others  are  hypothetical,  and  of  value  propor- 
tioned to  the  probabilities  with  which  they  are  invested.  Of  the 
former  class  may  be  considered  the  paralysis  of  the  eye-lids  and  side 
of  the  face,  corresponding  to  the  operation,  which  would  inevitably 
result.  Although  the  disability  might  have  no  tendency  to  shorten 
the  natural  duration  of  life,  it  would  entail  an  inconvenience  far  more, 
gr^vious  than  anything  yet  suffered  from  the  disease  itself.  The  re- 
lief which  a  confidence  in  security  against  dying  of  cancer  will  bring 
to  the  mind  of  the  patient,  will  depend  upon  the  constancy  with  which, 
in  after  life,  he  may  continue  to  believe  himself  once  the  devoted  prey 
of  that  fearful  malady.  Whatever  that  might  be  should  go  to  oflbet 
any  unpleasant  consequences  resulting  from  the  operation.  But  it  was 
his  observation  that  real  or  fancied  injuries,  professionally  received, 
were  more  indelibly  fixed  in  the  memory  of  our  patients  than  any  im- 
munity from  suffering  which  is  strictly  prospective,  however  well- 
grounded  in  rational  and  scientific  faith  it  may  be.  And,  however 
successful  the  operation,  it  will  be  almost  certain,  ultimately,  to  bring 
the  censures  of  the  patient  upon  the  physician  who  performs  it.  This 
is  one  of  the  small  persecutions  inseparable  from  our  profession,  and 
should  not  enter  largely  into  the  motives  of  the  conscientious  physi- 
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eian  in  settling  a  question  of  this  magnitude.  He  was  not  sure  b^t 
that  tHe  signs  of  active,  malignant  degeneration  had  been  oyerrated  by 
gentlemen  who  thought  thej  saw  an  urgent  demand  for  an  immediate 
operation.  The  dingy  complexion  and  loss  of  flesh,  to  which  so  much 
importance  had  been  given,  might  depend,  as  Dr.  Corey  supposed, 
upon  the  ague  to  which,  during  the  last  few  years,  he  has  been  sub- 
ject Were  it  the  result  of  cancerous  cachexeia,  lighted  up  by  this 
local  trouble,  he  should  expect  greater  suffering  in  the  tumor  itself 
than  has  ever  been  experienced.  There  having  never  been  any  pain 
or  tenderness  of  account,  nor  manifest  increase  in  the  rate  of  growth, 
would  lead  him  to  hope  the  disease  might  remain  dormant  for  years  to 
eome,  and  possibly  until  the  patient  might  be  carried  off  by  some  other 
malady.  The  inconvenience  of  his  present  condition  is  nothiDg  com- 
pared to  those  which  the  most  successful  operation  would  inevitably 
produce.  He  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  it  be  let  alone  as  long 
IS  it  remains  in  a  passive  state.  Should  it  become  painful,  and  assume 
an  active  development,  he  would  advise  its  prompt  removal  And,  as 
is  common  in  such  cases,  many  professional  opinions  have  been  sought 
and  a  great  diversity  given,  he  would  specially  caution  him,  when  he 
submits  to  the  operation,  not  to  intrust  himself  to  the  skill  of  those 
expert  doctors  who  have  declared  it  to  be  as  simple,  as  speedy,  and  as 
ttfe  as  the  emasculation  of  a  pig. 

Dr.  Drayer  was  not  satisfied  whether  the  tumor  was  malignant  or 
not  From  its  slow  and  gradual  growth,  he  would  be  inclined  to  think 
it  is  not.  But  it  might  be  liable  to  degenerate  into  malignancy  at  any 
time — does  not  know  what  is  the  cause  of  it.  Should  it  grow  no  faster 
is  the  future  than  it  has  done  in  the  past,  the  subject  would  have  to 
be  an  old  man  before  serious  inconvenience  would  be  suffered.  He 
vould,  therefore,  advise  that  it  be  let  alone,  unless  more  grave  symp- 
toms should  arise,  when  it  could  be  treated  accordingly. 

Dr.  C.  Lomax  wished  to  inquire  at  what  stage  of  cancerous  affec- 
tions the  dusky  hue  of  the  skin  made  its  appearance,  and  what  caused  it. 

Dr.  Williams  replied,  that  it  was  when  the  constitution  itself  yields 
to  the  force  of  the  disease.  The  cancerous  poison  destroys,  to  some 
extent,  the  red  corpuscles  of  the  blood;  the  tissues,  in  consequence, 
become  reduced  and  shriveled;  and  both  tissues  and  blood  are  defi- 
cient in  vital  force  and  activity. 

Dr.  Kimball  stated  that  the  patient  was  desirous  to  have  his  case 
treated,  and  requested  to  hear  the  opinions  concerning  it. 
^  The  president  suggested  that  he  be  allowed  to  come  before  the 
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meeting,  and  that  the  secretary  give  a  brief  summary  of  opinions  as 
expressed  in  this  discussion,  which  was  done. 

Dr.  Williams,  firom  the  committee  on  the  subject,  reported  that  iHe 
case  and  drawers  for  preserving  the  books,  papers  and  other  property 
of  the  Society,  had  been  contracted  for  and  would  soon  be  finished, 
and  ready  for  use. 

The  treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $370.70,  which 
report  was  received  and  approved. 

Dr.  Shively  reported  a  case  of  a  large  abdominal  tumor,  resulting; 
in  death.  It  was  removed  in  a  post  mortem  examination,  and  weighed 
forty-seven  and  a  half  pounds. 

On  motion,  the  secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  the  proceedings  oF 
this  meeting  for  publication  in  The  We$tem  Journal  of  Medicine. 

The  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
January,  1869.  Wm.  Lomax,  Secretary. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Fort  Wallace,  Kansas,  Degembbr  31, 1868. 

Deab  "Western  Journal:  "  A  fac-simile  of  your  pleasant  self  for 
December,  has  been  received,  and,  as  usual,  examined  with  the  satis- 
faction it  invariably  brings.  I  will  say  that,  next  to  The  Amert- 
can  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences^  The  Half-  Yearly  Abstract^  and 
BraithujaitCj  it  ranks  with  them,  and  is  quite  the  peer  of  the  Lancet^ 
and  the  Medical  Record^  The  Medical  New$  and  Library^  and  The  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Reporter^  all  these  several  periodicals  being  finished 
by  the  Medical  Department  of  the  United  States  Army. 

For  months  past,  in  fact  since  last  August,  when  the  Indian  war  for 
1868  began,  it  has  been  my  thought  to  give  you,  monthly,  items  con- 
cerning gun-shot  and  arrow  wounds,  many  of  these  having  had  my 
supervisiou.  Kegret  that  this  duty  was  left  undone  is,  however,  all 
the  apology  I  may  offer,  excepting  the  present  mention  of  some  of 
them,  as  follows: 

Duty  with  various  scouting  detachments,  out  ft-om  this  fort,  during 
September  and  October,  gave  me  rftre  opportunities  to  witness  not  only 
the  strange  and  exciting  warfare  with  our  wild  red  brothers,  but  also 
the  variom  character  of  wounds  incident  to*  such  warfare. 
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It  mfi  mj  pleaswe  in  September  last,  to  bare  been  one  among  the 
fast  to  the  relief  of  ike  party  of  Brevet-Colonel  (now  Brevet-Briga* 
£er  Oeneral)  €K  A.  Forsyth,  United  States  Army,  that  was  attacked 
by  oyevwhelming  numbers  of  the  savages,  on  the  Arikare  fork  of  ike- 
Bepabliean  river,  distant  noYth  north-west  from  this  fort  one  hundred 
aad  thirty  miles.  Ivthe  bravevy  of  desperation,  the  assaults  of  the* 
nd-skins  were  repelled  with  deadly  loes  to  them,  whilethe  GolonePs  party 
Bsfersd  severely.  The  cinmnistanceB  surroundings  these  brave  fellows 
diet  the  fight,  were  of  such'  nature  as  to  have  materially  influenced 
t^  charaeter  and  results  of  the*  wounds,  and  are  of  sufficient  impor- 
tiooe  to  rehearse.  On  the  day  of  the  fight  (the  17th  of  September), 
tbe  svbeistence  stores  taken  out  by  the  Coloners  party,  were  all*  ex- 
hausted and  beleaguered  by  the  savages.  For  three  days  they  wese 
foieed  to  IWe  on  the  flesh  of  their  dead  horses  and  mules,  all  of  which 
hkd  been  killed  in  the  first  day's  fight.  After  the  [third  day,  for  five 
more  weary,  interminable  days,  waiting  for  relief,  their  only  food  was 
the  pvtrid  flesh  of  these  animals,  and  a  few  joints  of  the  wild  cactus, 
to  he  found  near  by.  So  great  was  their  loathing  of  the  spoiled  food, 
that  they  made  efforts  to  shoot  the  prowling  wolves  at  night  for  suste- 
nance instead.  They,  however,  killed  but  one  of  these,  which  scarcely 
made*  a  taste  around  for*  the  famished  men.  Beside  all  this,  they  were 
kept  inconstant  vigil  bytheproximity  of  the  savages,  and  were  exposed  Ur 
seveial  chill  and  rainy  nights.  Tfe  reached  them  September  25th,  and 
their  altered  appearance  anu  hollow  voices  betokened  their  peril  ftrom 
&Bine. 

Of  this-  party  four  were  killed  outright  or  survived  but  a  few  hours  ;- 
another  one  died  the  evening  of  our  arrival,  after  amputation  at  junc- 
tion of  middle  and  lower  third  of  femur,  for  extensive  destruction  of 
its  extremity,  and  the  knee-joint;  and  one  other  died  within  two 
months  after  arrival  at  this  post,  from  a  wound  involving  the  knee-joint. 
Of  the  fourteen-  others  wounded,  eight  of  them  are  yet  invalids,  or 
eripples  for  life;  while  in*  several  diffuse  abscesses  and  tendencies  to* 
septicemia  were  present.  In  all  of  them,  excepting  three  very  slightly 
wounded,  recovery  is  very  tedious.  Colonel  Forsyth  himself  suffered^ 
vith  the  rest,  and  remains  at  this  pest,  bed-ridden,  by  a  fractured  ti* 
Ina,  parts  of  which  have  necrosed^,  and  been  removed,  while  the  solu- 
tion of  continuity  still  exists. 

During  this  fight  an  arrow  struck  a-  man  on  the  left  frontal  protu- 
berance, and  could  not  be  removed  by  a  stout  comrade.  A  moment 
afterwards,  however,  a  pistol-ball-  grooved  the  scalp  adjacent,  and  car- 
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ried  the  arrow  several  paces  distant.  This  was  one  of  the  slight  wounds 
mentioned — the  man  recovering  in  a  few  weeks  time. 

In  the  month  of  November,  another  party  oat  from  this  point  had 
a  fight,  in  which  our  loss  was  four  wounded,  three  severe  arrow  wounds, 
and  one  gun-shot  wound,  of  the  breast,  all  of  which  speedily  recov- 
ered, while  five  Indians  were  killed  and  several  wounded. 

Aside  from  the  above,  quite  a  number  of  interesting  cases  from 
civil  (?)  life,  as  the  result  of  whisky,  or  of  accident,  have  been  treated 
hereabouts ;  and  the  generally  good  results  of  all  must  be  attributed 
to  the  salubrious  climate  of  this  region.  Apropos  of  this  I  must  men* 
tion  a  ccue  occurring  in  November  last,  vii : 

Was  called  to  Sheridan,  (railroad  terminus,  fourteen  miles  distant,) 
by  telegram,  November  23d ;  patient,  a  Magdalen  Lizzie,  »t.  nineteen 
years i  wounded  in  a  drunken  row,  by  a  '* border  "  ruffian;  found  a  com- 
minuted fracture  of  neck  and  head  of  left  humerus;  saw  the  necessity 
of  and  made  an  exsection,  removing  head  of  humerus  and  fragments, 
altogether  three  inches  in  length;  improvising  my  assistants  ftom  the 
pistol-girded  roughs  at  hand ;  was  forty  minutes  from  beginning  the 
exhibition  of  chloroform;  some  ooiing  of  blood,  but  no  active  hem- 
orrhage; lips  of  incision  approximated  by  interrupted  sutures.  Was 
hastily  called  (all  this  at  night)  an  hour  and  a  half  afterwards,  when 
I  found  that  a  dangerous  hemorrhage  had  occurred.  Patient  almost 
exsanguine;  removed  sutures  at  once,  and  found  the  ooze  deep  down 
in  the  bullet's  track ;  the  anterior  circumflex  had  been  carried  away  by 
the  missile ;  my  efforts  to  secure  it  were  in  vain,  when  I  resorted  to  the 
only  means  at  hand  and  cramTned  the  chasm  full  of  old  muslin  torn 
into  shreds ;  over  this  a  compress  and  roller  bandage ;  exhibited  morph. 
sulph.  grs.  M,  and  remained  until  towards  morning,  when  I  secured 
some  rest. 

November  24,  7  A.  M. — ^Patient  resting  well,  with  no  bleeding, 
but  with  an  almost  imperceptible  pulse;  sent  to  Fort  for  liq.  ferri. 
persulph ;  it  came  at  four  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I  removed  compress  and 
stuffing,  and  saturating  a  good  piece  of  sponge  with  the  styptic,  I  re- 
peatedly mopped  out  the  wound,  filling  up  afterward  with  fine  charpie, 
and  applied  roller  from  the  hand  up ;  left  morphine  to  be  taken  for  pain 
or  sleeplessness,  but  thought  she  would  die  that  night. 

Saw  her  November  26th;  doing  well;  pulse  good,  but  weak;  appe- 
tite also  good;  replaced  soiled  charpie  with  new,  and  reapplied  roller, 
leaving  more  morphine,  with  directions  as  to  diet,  &c, 

November  28. — Wound  in  splendid  condition,  and  patient  rap- 
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idly  improTi)ig;  removed  charpie,  washed  onfc  the  wound)  and  brought 
the  edges  together  with  one  suture  and  adhesive  strips;  applied  simple 
water  dressings,  and  gave  tr.  ferr.  chlor.,  gtt.  xii,  thrice  daily. 

December  2. — Getting  well  rapidly;  brought  the  edges  of  wound 
still  more  closely  together,  and  applied  simple  dressing  as  before. 

December  10. — She  is  up  and  about;  wound  healed  and  well  united, 
excepting  a  small  depending  wound,  from  which  comes  a  slight  dis- 
charge of  healthy  pus,  and  she  has  already  resumed  her  former  voca- 
cation,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  her  injury. 

December  25.— Is  well  recovered,  and  plying  her  vocation  quite  as 
formerly,  (I  am  told,)  and  it  is  said  that  she  is  quite  in  demand  and 
popular,  by  reason  of  her  injury  and  abstinence  during  recovery. 
With  this,  I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

J.  W.    FiTZGBBALIS  U.  S.   A. 


THE  NEW  MEDICAL  LAW  OF  OHIO. 


Editor  Western  Journal  of  Medicine — Dear  Sir:  As  our  last  ^ 
L^slature  was  pleased  to  adopt  seme  measures  looking  to  the  eleva* 
tion  of  the  standard  of  the  profession  of  medicine  and  the  protection  of 
the  citizens  of  Ohio  from  empiricism ;  and,  although,  probably,  recog- 
nizing that  such  interests  rest  in  the  hands  of  regular  medical  colleges, 
still,  for  the  encouragement  of  worthy  persons  whose  circumstances 
have,  thus  far,  prevented  their  graduation,  they  have  reposed  a  trust 
in  the  country  medical  societies  throughout  the  State,  which  it  is  pre- 
Buned  they  will  not  abuse,  please  permit  me  to  give  jou  a  synopsis  of 
the  action  taken  by  the  Scioto  County  Medical  Society, 

A  committee  of  three,  with  one  alternate,  was  aj>pointed  as  a 
board  of  examiners,  and  instructed  to  grant  certificates  to  those  only 
who  practiced  medicine  in  accordance  with  the  code  of  ethics  as  laid 
down  in  the  constitution  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  are, 
tfter  a  rigid  examination,  found  duly  qualified  to  practice  medicine, 
Eorgery  and  obstetrics,  and  urge  that  the  interests  of  the  profession 
demand  their  graduation  in  some  regular  medical  college,  at  their 
earliest  convenience ;  and  also,  that  they  shall  grant  "^certificates  of 
limitation,"  in  proportion  to  the  correctness  of  the  answers  given  to 
the  questions  asked,  and  n^  certificate  given  for  a  longer  period  than 
that  of  two  years* 
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Such  a  course,  it  is  deemed,  will  effectually  carry  out  tie  objects  of 
the  law,  by  compelling  the  ignorant  pretender  to  renounce  his  practice, 
and  act  as  a  constant  incentiye  to  the  worthy,  but  poor  practitioner,  for 
his  earliest  graduation.  Respectfully  yours, 

M.  S.  PiXLBT,  Secretary. 

Portsmouth,  Ohio,  January  6,  1869. 


Cincinnati,  January  7,  1869. 

Editor  Western  Journal:  Laua  Deo!  Cincinnati  has  at  last  a 
hospital  worthy  of  the  city  and  the  times,  and  will  soon  have  forgotten 
the  "old  Commercial,"  and  the  temporary  occupation  of  "St.  Johns" 
and  the  "  Orphan  Asylum."  As  you  know,  it  was  intended  to  hare  liad 
a  part  of  the  new  building  ready  for  use  by  the  first  of  October  last ; 
but  there  was  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  Ann  Street  Sewer,  and  the 
finishing  up  of  the  thousand  and  one  "last  things  "  that  had  to  be  done 
before  patients  could  be  admitted^  so  that  the  dedication  was  defer- 
red  from  time  to  time.  But  to-day  the  house  was  formally  transferred 
by  the  Hospital  Commission  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  to-morrow 
night  will  find  the  sick  comfortably  located  in  their  new  quarters. 

As  seyen  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  city  funds  have 
been  expended  upon  this  noble  charity,  it  was  very  properly  concluded 
that  the  public  at  large  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
result  of  such  liberal  expenditure,  so  the  doors  were  thrown  open  at 
eleven  A.  M.,  and  for  hours  a  steady  stream  of  men,  women  and  ckild- 
ren  poured  through  the  wards  and  passages.  Mere  curiosity  took  most 
of  them  there,  but  to  some,  doubtless,  it  was  a  visit  to  the  place  that 
would  receive  them  when  next  they  were  sick.  The  formal  exercises 
were  held  at  two  P.  M.,  in  the  amphitheater,  which  was  densely  crowded 
with  representatives  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  After  the  open- 
ing "Gloria  in  Excelsis,"  Mayor  Wilstach,  on  behalf  the  Hospital 
Commission,  transferred  the  keys  of  the  building  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  appropriately  remarking  upon  the  just  pride  that  the  city  felt 
in  her  new  hospital,  and  concluding  as  follows : 

"I  have  the  honor,  by  virtue  of  my  position  as  Mayor  of  the  city  and 
President  of  the  Hospital  Commission,  to  transfer  to  your  hands,  as  Trustees 
of  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  this  building  and  its  appurtenances,  trusting 
that  yon  will  so  guide  its  destinies,  that  in  the  future  all  the  people  majr 
truthfully  say:  'Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants.'" 

Pr.  David  Judkins,  as  representative  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
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received  the  keys,  and  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  hospital  from  its 
establishmeni  in  1864,  to  the  present  time,  showing  how  and  when 
from  the  "old  Commercial,"  that  forty-seven  years  ago  was,  "by  law, 
hospital,  poor-house  and  insane  asylum,"  there  had  grown  out  the 
Infirmary,  Longview  Asylum,  and  the  present  six  hundred-bed  Hos- 
pital, and- showing  further  the  necessity  of  ample  accommodations  for 
the  sick. 

''There  are,  at  this  time,  in  oar  city,  somewhere  between  eleven  and  thir- 
teen thousand  men  and  women,  mechanics,  clerks,  shopmen,  &o.,  without  fam-' 
iJiea,  whose  homes  are  in  boarding-houses,  and  who,  while  health  is  afforded 
can  manage  to  live  with  comparative  comfort;  but  when  sickness  seizes 
them^  they  suffer  for  thorough  means  of  relief,  occupying,  perhaps,  a  small 
room  in  a  cheap  boarding-house,  the  mistress  of  which  has  not  tne  time  to 
spare  from  her  toil  to  pay  them  such  attention  as  is  essential  to  their  relief 
and  care — no  time  to  watch  at  the  bed-side,  none  to  devote  in  preparation  of 
proper  food,  ventilation  of  rooms  and  their  proper  cleanliness  can  not  be 
attended  to.  In  short,  thev  do  not  and  can  not  receive  such  attention  as  will 
promote  prompt  relief  and  speedy  cure.  Here  is  a  home  for  this  class  of 
persons  where  all  these  things  can  be  found,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  the 
ablest  medical  skill  in  the  treatment  of  their  maladies,  and  not  as  paupers 
either,  for  we  shall  be  prepared  with  proper  wards  and  apartments  tor  such 
u  are  able  to  pay  their  expenses." 

As  the  hospital  was  now  in  the  hands  of  its  proper  Governors,  and 
ready  for  its  legitimate  use,  there  was  an  especial  appropriation  in  the 
invoking,  at  this  stage  of  the  exercises,  the  protection  and  blessing  of 
Ac  Great  Physician,  in  prayer  by  Bishop  Mcllvaine. 

Br.  John  A.  Murphy,  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Staff,  followed  in 
an  able  address,  reviewing  the  history  of  the  hospital,  the  efforts  made 
from  time  to  time  to  secure  proper  and  ample  accommodations  for  the 
aek,  and  the  obstacles  that  had  so  often  been  thrown  in  the  way  of 
those  who  had  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  the  old  and  unfit  building ;  in 
conclusion,  assuring  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board  that  "your  medical 
staff  who  has  sympathized  with  you,  supported  and  assisted  you  to  the 
be«t  of  its  abilities,  in  your  labors,  again  thank  you,  and  pledges  itself 
here  to-day,  to  be  with  you  in  the  future  in  carrying  out  in  this  home 
the  wishes  of  all  good  citizens — the  relief  of  the  sick  and  the  comfort- 
ing of  the  wretched." 

As  the  oldest  member  of  the  Staff,  and  one  long  associated  with 
medical  teaching  and  practice  in  the  city.  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright  spoke  for 
the  profession ;  referring  to  the  history  of  the  hospital  and  those  prom- 
inently connected  with  it  in  the  past;  showing  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  the  erection  of  this  "magnificent  temple  to  the  cause  of 
humanity,"  pointing  out  the  class  of  persons  that  would  be  benefitted, 
by  its  provisions,  and  indicating  the*  "delicate,  yet  stern  responsibili- 
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ties  reBting  upon  '*  those  connected  with  its  administration.  "Among 
these  is  the  selection  and  continuation  of  a  conscientious  and  compe- 
tent Medical  Staff.  In  an  address  delivered  by  an  honorable  citizen  at 
the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  this  edifice,  is  the  following  sentence : 
^  Let  there  be  here  the  expression  of  the  purest  philanthrophy,  embit- 
tered by  no  sectarian  prejudices,  controlled  by  no  narrow  code  of  med- 
ical ethics,  but  exhibiting  to  the  world  the  daily  manifestation  of  the 
truth  that  diversity  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated  with  safety  if  the  mind 
is  left  free  to  combat  error,  no  matter  where  it  exists — by  whom  it  may 
be  promulgated.'  To  these  sentiments  I  yield  my  unqualified  assent, 
and  I  am  rejoiced  to  know  that  the  motives  and  efforts  of  the  profes- 
sion are  controlled  only  by  human  suffering.  It  is  no  band  of  gipsies 
pitching  tents  here  and  there  for  personal  gains.  It  walks  the  earth, 
scattering  blessings  everywhere  and  to  everybody,  and  is  covered  by 
nothing  less  than  the  great  dome  of  heaven.  It  guarantees  the  widest 
latitude  of  opinion,  and  imposes  no  restriction  on  practice.  '  There  is 
no  narrow  code  of  medical  ethics  *  requiring  the  administration  of  any 
particular  medicine  or  amount  of  dose.  On  the  contrary,  all  are  left 
free,  in  the  exercise  of  a  calm,  enlightened  judgment.  There  is  in- 
scribed on  the  banner  of  the  profession  in  living  light,  *  Progress/" 

With  the  conclusion  of  Prof.  Wright's  address,  the  exercises  were 
over,  but  during  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon,  a  crowd  still  lingered 
about  the  building,  inspecting  and  admiring.  The  completed  portions 
of  the  hospital,  (the  administration  buildings  and  western  pavilions,) 
will  be  occupied  to-morrow,  affording  accommodations  for  about  three 
hundred  patients.  The  eastern  pavilions  will  not  probably  be  ready 
for  occupation  before  the  first  of  May  next.  * 


DISCUSSION  ON  DIPHTHERIA,  BY  THE  CINCINNATI  ACAD- 
EMY OF  MEDICINE.       

I  have  read  the  discussions  by  the  Academy  upon  several  subjects, 
as  jpublished  in  the  Lancet  and  Observer^  with  great  interest,  and  espe- 
cially that  upon  diphtheria.  ^ 

It  is  the  sum  of  individual  observations,  carefully  made  and  com- 
pared, that  gives  us  any  safe  basis  for  progress  in  our  profession. 

No  matter  how  humble  or  exalted  the  member  who  may  be  devoted 
to  medical  science,  if  he  learns  one  new  fact,  and  gives  it  to  the  world « 
every  true-hearted  physician  receives  it  gratefully.       ,<^  , 
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Oar  noble  science  is  progressiTe.  There  is  no  place  in  our  profes- 
sion where  we  can  stop  and  say  that  our  knowledge  of  this  disease  or 
tiiat,  either  in  cause,  pathology  or  treatment,  is  finished ;  that  we  know 
all  there  is  to  be  learned  about  any  given  disease. 

The  great  medical  theories  that  have  attracted  the  attention,  and 
fonned  the  faith  of  so  many  medical  men  in  the  past,  have  culminated; 
one  after  another,  and  the  popular  furor  that  emblazoned  them  is  ex- 
tinguished, and  not  a  devotee  is  left  to  reverence  their  antiquity  or 
former  notoriety. 

It  is  well  that  we  are  settling  down  into  a  practical  age,  where  we 
are  to  inquire  for  facts;  no  theory,  no  eminent  authors,  no  assertions 
of  this  system  or  that,  will  answer  in  this  age,  unless  founded  upon 
incontrovertible  facts. 

Bat  to  our  subject.  Our  friends  in  the  Cincinnati  Academy  of  Med- 
icine have  proved  all  I  have  said  beyond  a  doubt.  No  one  who  reads 
care^Uy  their  discussion  upon  diphtheria,  able,  interesting  and  valua- 
ble as  it  is,  can  doubt  one  thing,  that  the  medical  profession  have  not 
yet  settled  the  cause,  pathology,  diagnosis,  prognosis  or  treatment  of 
diphtheria. 

The  learned  and  able  disputants  have  given  us  many  interesting 
fiicts  and  opinions,  not  only  of  their  own,  but  of  many  eminent  authors; 
yet  they  leave  all  the  main  questions  and  points- discussed  still  unset- 
tled, and  some  that  they  have  settled,  are  not  so  clear  to  my  mind  as  I 
would  like  to  have  them. 

It  would  be  a  great  gratification  to  know  the  relation  between  diph- 
theria and  scarlatina.     Are  they  brothers  or  cousins? 

I>r.  Murphy  tells  us  "  he  has  known  diphtheria  to  come  on  directly 
after  scarlatina,  but  does  not  believe  that  the  two  diseases  could  exist 
together."  * 

Now  if  this  opinion  from  a  learned  man,  does  not  finish  the  whole 
question,  I  would  like  to  give  a  few  facts  upon  the  point. 

In  1860  diphtheria  began  to  prevail  in  this  vicinity  as  an  epidemic. 
It  soon  spread  throughout  the  entire  town  and  country.  It  prevailed  in 
its  epidemic  form  for  some  eight  months,  since  which  time  it  has  appar- 
rcntly  become  one  of  the  common  diseases  of  the  country.  Among 
the  great  variety  of  cases  was  a  family  of  five  children,  living  three 
miles  north  of  town,  all  sick  at  the  same  time.  Two  had  ordinary 
diphtheria,  one  with  the  entire  nasal  passages,  as  well  as  tonsils,  cov- 
ered with  the  diphtheric  membranes  as  in  the  throat,  as  much  so  as  I 
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ever  saw,  witb  full  and  perfect  scarlatina.     One  of  these  cases  died  and 
one  recovered. 

A  German  family,  in  town,  had  three  children  sick  at  the  same 
time  ]  two  of  the  cases  had  a  perfect  diphtheric  deposit  on  the  tonsils, 
with  violent  scarlatina  at  the  same  time. 

I  was  called  recently  to  see  a  little  daughter  of  Mr.  Curls,  aged 
eight  years ;  found  her  with  diphtheric  membranes  fully  developed. 
The  second  day  a  scarlet  eruption  came  out  over  her  entire  body.  Dr. 
Bowers  visited  the  case  with  me,  and  said  there  was  no  doubt  about 
the  case.  The  double  disease  yielded  readily  to  quinine,,  iron  and 
chlorate  of  potash.  On  the  tenth  day  she  had  an  attack  of  general 
anasarca,  with  an  excess  of  albumen  in  the  urine,  which  yielded  readily 
to  diuretics  and  tonics.  I  noticed  a  number  of  cases  where  children 
of  the  same  family  were  sick  at  the  same  time,  some  with  scarlatina  and 
some  with  diphtheria. 

These  facts,  with  many  others,  have  convinced  me  that  diphtheria 
and  scarlatina  do  occasionally  exist  at  the  same  time  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual. 

It  was  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  see  the  wide  difference  in  the 
treatment  of  diphtheria  by  the  learned  Academy,  and  especially  to  see 
the  wonderful  extremes  in  their  mode  of  practice.  The  most  venera- 
ble Dr.  Carroll  tells  us  ^Hhat  all  the  varieties  of  throat-diseases  zymo- 
tic in  character,  were  caused  by  some  blood-poison ;  that  when  mild  they 
will  run  a  fixed  course,  endure  a  certain  time,  whatever  the  treatment 
may  be.  That  we  should  not  deplete  unless  there  is  exudation;  but 
upon  its  appearance  we  should  bleed,  leech,  vomit,  purge,  and  apply 
cold  externally." 

We  are  to  understand  by  this,  that  in  certain  forms  of  zymotic  dis- 
ease we  are  to  do  nothing ;  that  must  be  a  great  relief  to  the  labors  of 
the  profession.  In  other  and  more  violent  forms,  where  there  is  exuda- 
tion, we  are  to  attack  our  patient  with  the  most  heroic  treatment  ever 
known  in  the  palmiest  days  of  the  great  antiphlogistic  theory  of  treat- 
ment. 

I  love  antiquity,  and  have  often  wished  I  could  visit  the  tomb  of 
Hippocrates;  but  I  would' not  like  to  bring  from  the  tomb  of  any  an- 
tiquated medical  father,  either  the  old  notions  of  doing  nothing  for 
our  patients,  or  doing  too  much. 

It  seems  to  me  a  very  singular  idea  that  we  should  leave  one-half 
of  our  patients  to  take  the  chances  of  getting  well  or  dying  without 
anything,  and  the  other  half  a  still  greater  chance  to  die  by  the  rash- 
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ness  «f  our  practioe.  Dr.  Murphy  tells  as  "  that  when  called  to  cases 
of  membraoous  exudations  presenting  intense  toxic  effects,  he  at  once 
gives  remedies  that  will  liberate  quantities  of  oxygen  in  the  system, 
5Qch  as  quinine,  tr.  chlor.  iron,  chlorate  of  potassa,  stimulants  and 
food/' 

Here,  in  my  humble  judgment,  is  as  much  valuable  advice  in  a  few 
words,  upon  the  treatment  of  zymotic  diseases  as  ever  came  from  any 
zun. 

Yet,  what  extremes  these  two  men  represent;  the  one  rehearsing 
Ihe  exploded  notions  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  oentury ;  the  other, 
on  the  advance  .guard  of  the  great  modern  improvement. 

Mr.  Editor,  I  have  written  this  short  article,  not  to  criticise  the 
proceedings  of  the  Academy,  but  to  raise  a  few  questions  that  I  would 
like  to  have  answered  : 

First — ^What  is  the  relation  between  diphtheria,  scarlatina,  erysipe- 
Im  and  typhoid  fever? 

Second — ^Are  they  not  all  lymphatic  diseases?  Or,  is  not  their 
pathology  located  in  the  lymphatic  system? 

Third — Do  they  not  originate  first  in  lymph-poison,  instead  of 
blood-poison?  Wayne  Griswold,  M.  D. 

CiscLsviLLE,  Ohio. 


^  DEATH  FROM  CHLOROFORM." 


Ml.  Editor  :  I  read  with  the  greatest  interest  the  clinical  lecture, 
11  jour  last  number,  upon  a  fatal  case  of  chloroform-inhalation,  by 
Dr.  Billroth,  the  eminent  professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Vi- 
enna. The  high  position  of  this  gentleman,  and  his  well-known  ability, 
give  unusual  weight  to  any  doctrines  he  may  advocate ;  yet,  in  science, 
no  single  authority  can  be  considered  so  high  as  to  allow  statements  to 
be  received  without  question,  or  to  permit  error  to  pass  unchallenged. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  examine  at  any  length  the  views  presented  in 
^t  lecture,  but  I  can  not  abstain  from  calling  attention  to  two  points, 
in  which,  I  think,  the  eminent  professor  is  not  sustained  by  facts. 

The  first  is  the  attempted  explanation  of  death  under  chloroform, 
by  claiming  idiosyncrasy  for  the  patient.  Now  the  record  of  fatal 
^ases  shows  several  instances  in  which  the  patient  had  inhaled  the 
*»«8thetic  with  safety  within  a  few  days,  the  day  before,  and,  I  be- 
Uev,  in  one  instance,  on  the  very  same  day   the  death  took  place* 
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Idiosyncrasy  is  a  peculiarity  of  oonstitntion,  and  does  not  change 
thus  rapidly.  If  it  did,  with  how  much  reliance  could  we  adminis- 
ter any  medicines,  since  the  accepted  doctrine  of  idiosyncrasies  as  to 
opium,  mercury  and  other  articles,  is  well  sustained?  How  could  wo 
ever  be  sure  that  the  patient  who  took  one  of  these  kindly  last  week, 
would  not  be  poisoned  by  an  ordinary  dose  to-day?  It  seems  strange 
that  so  eminent  a  man  should  haye  overlooked  the  facts  above  alluded 
to,  and  their  bearing  upon  the  question  of  idiosyncrasy  as  an  explana- 
tion of  death  from  chloroform. 

The  second  error  is  in  the  following  sentence:  "The  singular  idea 
that  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether  is  less  dangerous  than  either 
of  these  substances  used  separately,  has  been  abandoned."  This  may 
be  true  of  Germany — it  certainly  is  not  true  of  England  and  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Moreover,  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  evidence  to 
show  that  this  idea  is  sound ;  almost  universally,  death  under  chloro- 
form is  sudden — the  patient  has  been  overwhelmed,  struck  down  in  a 
moment  by  a  powerful  agent.  Is  it  not  reasonable  to  believe,  then,  that 
the  more  this  agent  is  diluted,  whether  by  atmospheric  air,  by  ether, 
or  by  the  vapor  of  alcohol,  the  lees  probability  there  will  be  of  death 
in  this  manner?  Experience  has  sustained  theory  in  this,  or  rather  the 
theory  has  grown  out  of  observation  of  the  facts,  and  I  believe  that  the 
use  of  a  mixture  of  anaesthetic  vapors  is  increasing  instead  of  dimin- 
ishing. Yours  truly,  J.  C.  Reeve. 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


CONSTIPATION  OF  THE  BOWELS;  THE  VARIOUS  CAUSES, 
AND  THE  DIFFERENT  MEANS  OF  CURE. 


BT  S.  B.  BIRCH,  M.  D., 

Member  of  tbe  Soynl  College  of  Physicians,  London ;  Corresponding  Member  Salopian  Madico- 

Btbical  Society^  etc.,  etc.    From  the  third  London  edition.    Philadelphia: 

Lindsay  A  Blakiston,  1868.    Pp.  181. 


Constipation  of  the  bowels  is  a  yery  troublesome  condition  of  no 
insignificant  proportion  of  the  human  family,  found  among  people  of 
all  ages  and  stations.     We  are  of  the  opinion,  too,  that  the  dijficulty 
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i»  freqoentlj  very  imperfectly  understood,  and  quite  evroneously 
tr»ied. 

Dr.  Birch  sets  out  with  a  declaration  of  similar  opinions,  and  then 
proceeds  to  consider  the  whole  subject  in  a  philosophical  and  practical 
sort  of  way.  He  regards  improper  regimen  and  badly  regulated  hab- 
its as  the  prime  cause  in  a  vast  majority  of  constipated  bowels,  and  he 
tiiisks  the  use  of  purgative  medicines  to  oyercome  this  irregularity, 
Yilkottt  an  attempt  to  correct  the  cause,  is  not  infrequently  the  means 
•f  establishing  permanent  ill-health. 

The  book  has  sound  and  judioievs  theories,  and  well-considered 
pnetical  recommendations.  All  medical  men  may  find  something  in 
it  pleasant  and  usefuJ.  Its  author,  however,  is  something  of  a  pedani, 
and  given  to  verbosity;  the  essential  matesial  of  the  little  volume 
lught  have  been  presented  in  less  than  half  its  pages.  J.  F.  H. 


LECTURES  ON  THE  STUDY  OF  FEVER. 


BY  ALFRED  HUDSON,  M.  D.,   M.  R.  I.  A., 

.n^lciaa  to  tha  UMth  Hoepltal.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  L«>a,  1869.    Pp.  316.    For  sale  by  C« 
P.  Wilder,  Indianapolle :  Robert  Clarke  4k  Co.,  Cincinnati. 


These  fifteen  admirable  lectures,  diadaetio  in  characrter,  are  to  be 
MDfiidered  as  complimentary  to  the  lecturer's  clinical  course  in  the 
hospital. 

Clinical  lectuies  pxopef ,  based  upon  the  obseryation  of  the  yarious 
patients  as  they  are  met  with,  have  a  kind  of  desultory,  individual,  or 
disconnected  character,  and  Dr.  Hudson  yery  properly  came  to  the  con* 
eluiMi  that  in  so  important  a  form  of  disease  a&feyer,  the  students 
would  the  more  con^pletely  appreciate  that  importance,  and  the  more 
hllj  comprehend  the  whole  subject  in  its  true  bearings,  if,  in  addition 
to  these  bedside  teachings,  they  should  haye  added  a  scientific  yiew  of 
ieTer,  in  a  connected  secies  of  lectures  covering  the  entire  ground,  the 
practical  points  being  illustrated  and  enforced  by  frequent  reference  ta 
iadiyidual  eases  examined  in  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  This  idea 
Dr.  H.  has  carried  out  in  a  yery  comprehensiye,  entertaining  and  in-^ 
stnictive  manner;  beginning  with  the  nature  of  feyer,  and  running 
dirongh  the  cause,  symptoms,  complications,  termination,  prophylaxis^ 
lad  treatment;,  and  all  this  in  a  yer.y  full  and  satisfactory  manner,  with^ 
out  being  tedious  or  prolix. 
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The  immediate  practical  obserrations  are  confined  to  typlms,  ty- 
phoid and  relapsing  synocha ;  but  the  philosophical  teachings  compass 
the  whole  affair  of  febrile  disturbances.  The  readers  of  the  Medical 
New9  and  Library  will  recognize  this  volume  as  that  which  has  just 
been  completed  in  the  Library  department  of  that  journal. 

Nothing  in  this  work,  as  presented  to  us,  directly  indicates  whether 
it  is  a  reprint  of  a  foreign  book,  or  an  original  American  one.  The 
preface  is  without  date,  and  has  no  mark  to  signify  where  it  was  writ- 
ten. In  the  title  page  the  author  is  styled  a  '^Physician  to  the  Meath 
Hospital;"  but  where  is  the  Meath  Hospital?  in  Philadelphia,  Copen- 
hagen or  Dublin?  If  any  one  finds  out  that  it  is  located  in  the  last 
named  place,  he  will  derive  his  information  from  other  sources  than 
the  pages  of  the  book  under  notice.  The  lecturer,  beside  being  aa 
M.  D.,  is  styled  a  M.  R.  I.  A.,  whatever  that  means.  One  may  guess 
at  the  interpretation  of  these  mystical  letters,  but  certainly  no  com- 
mon American  student  will  be  able  to  tell  where  the  author  is,  or 
what  he  is,  from  this  affix  to  his  name. 

We  think  the  publisher  does  himself  a  moral  wrong,  and  injustice 
to  the  author  of  these  excellent  lectures,  to  say  nothing  of  his  lack  of 
candor  and  fullness  to  his  American  readers,  by  the  parsimony  of  his 
information  in  the  opening  pages  of  the  book.  J.  F.  H. 


A  THEORETICAL  AND  PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  MID- 
WIFERY, INCLUDING  THE  DISEASES  OF  PREGNANCY 
AND  PARTURITION. 


BT  P.  CAZEAUX, 

Manber  of  th«  Imperial  Academy  of  Medicine,  Ac,  Ac.    Rerleed  and  Annotated  by  S.  Tarnler, 

Adjunct  ProfoMor  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  Ac,  Ac    Fiftli  American  ttom 

the  SoTenth  French  Edition.    By  Wm.  R.  Ballocic,  M.  D.    Published  by 

Lindsy  A  Blakiston,  PhiladelphU.    For  sale  by  0.  P.  Wilder, 

Indianapolii;  Bobert  Clarice  A  Oo.,  Cincinnati. 


About  twenty  years  siQce,  when  asking  our  preceptor,  Dr.  John 
Neill,  what  work  to  get  on  midwifery,  the  reply  giyen  was  ^-Cazoaax." 
This  was  the  first  work  upon  this  subject  we  read,  and  in  the  years  of 
active  practice,  it  is  that  to  which  we  ofbenest  refer.  Both  at  home 
and  abroad,  as  the  numerous  editions  testify,  '^Cazeaux'*  stands  unex- 
celled  by  any,  unequaled  by  any.  Prof.  Tarnier,  who,  in  consequence 
of  the  lamented  death  of  the  author  of  the  book,  edits  this  edition, 
concludes  his  preface  thus : 
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'  ''It  wonld  be  impossible  to  point  out  all  the  additions  which  are 
geaitered  through  the  work,  but  they  are  very  many.  Everywhere 
have  I  accorded  to  the  views  of  Prof.  Depaul  and  Pajot,  as  also  to  the 
Tiews  of  all  cotemporaneous  authors,  the  prominence  which  they  de- 
serve. I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  book,  which  is,  so  to  speak,  a  new 
one,  will  be  found  to  represent  all  the  most  important  knowledge  which 
ve  possess  pertaining  to  the  obstetric  art."  This  hope,  let  us  add,  in 
conclusion,  will  l^e  completely  realized  by  any  one  who  carefully  con- 
salts  these  pages.-  No  one  engaged  in  obstetrical  practice,  should  deny 
kimself  the  right  and  privilege  of  possessing  this  book.  T.  P. 


THE  MEDICAL  FORMULABY;  BEING  A  COLLECTION  OF 
PBESCBIPTIONS,  DEBITED  FBOM  THE  WBITINGS  AND 
PBACTICE  OF  MANY  OF  THE  MOST  EMINENT  PHYSI- 
CIANS IN  AMEBICA  AND  EUBOPE,  TOGETHEB  WITH 
THE  USUAL  DIETETIC  PBEPABATIONS  AND  ANTI- 
DOTES FOB  POISONS.  TO  WHICH*  IS  ADDED  AN  APEN- 
DIX  ON  THE  ENDEBMIC  USE  OF  MEDICINES,  AND  ON 
THE  USE  OF  ETHEB  AND  CHLOBOFOBM.  THE  WHOLE 
ACCOMPANIED  WITH  A  FEW  BBIEF  PHABMACEUTIC- 
AL  AND  MEDICAL  OBSEBVATIONS. 


BT  BENJAMIN  ELLIS,  M.  D., 
Uto  ProfoMr,  Ac.    Twelfth  editiont  curelully  reTiied  and  much  improred,  by  Albert  H.  Smith, 
K.  P.,  F.  0.  P.,  Phil.  Lecturer  on  Obftetrics,  Ac.    Philadelphia. 
H.  C.  Lea,  1868.    Pp.374. 


This  huge  title  recites  nearly  all  that  need  be  said  of  ^^  Ellis*  For- 
mulary," now  attained  to  its  twelfth  edition.  Dr.  Smith  has  omitted 
some  formulas  that  had  become  superanuated,  and  added  some  new 
ones.  Many  practitioners,  in  years  gone  by,  have  found  great  comfort 
in  this  book,  and  many  more  may  do  so  in  the  present  edition. 

Hypodermic  injection,  and  inhalation  of  atomized  liquids  are  suit- 
ably presented  among  the  new  appliances  in  therapeutics,  but  we  find 
BO  mention  of  Eichardson's  method  of  producing  local  ansssthesia, 
vhich  has  great  value  in  many  minor  surgical  operations,  and  was 
worthy  of  being  called  to  the  attention  of  those  physicians  who  will 
consult  the  "Formulary."  J.  F.  H. 
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ATLAS  OF  VENEREAL   DISEASES. 


BT   A.   CULLERIER. 

Translated  from  the  French,  wfth  Notes  and  Additions,  bj  Freenan  J.  Bumstead,  M.  D.,  Profes- 
sor of  Venereal  Diseases  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  8nit;«ons,  New  York,  Ac. 
Published  by  Henry  C.  Lea,  Philadelphia.    For  sale  by  C.  P.  Wilder, 
Indianapolis;  Robert  Clarke  A  Co.,  Cincinnati.    Part  t. 


We  have  already  noticed  the  previous  numbers  of  this  magnificent 
work  as  they  were  issued ;  the  present  fasciculus  completes  the  volume. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  for  us  to  reiterate  what  we  have  previously  said 
in  commendation  of  this  work.  The  plates,  so  admirably  executed,  are 
themselves  almost  worth  the  entire  price  of  the  volume ;  but  besides, 
we  have  the  fruit  of  the  rich  experience  and  learning  in  this  depart- 
ment  of  disease;  of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  celebrated  of  French 
surgeons,  rendered  still  more  valuable  by  the  ■  excellent  notes  and 
additions  of  the  American  editor  who,  probably,  more  than  any  one 
else  in  the  United  States,  is  qualified  to  speak  ex  cathedra  in  all  that 
pertains  to  venereal  diseases.  T.  P. 


THESE   DE   PHARMACIE,  PRESENTEE   ET  SOUTENNE   A 
L'ECOLE  SUPERIEUEE  DE  PHARMACIE. 

PAR  ARMAUD   FUMOUZE, 

Doctear  en  Medecino— Pharmaclen  de  premiere  classe.  Member  de  la  Societe  Entomologique 

de  Franco,  et  de  la  Societe  Chmiqno  de  Paris.    DE  LA  CANTHARIDS  OFFICI- 

NALE:   Paris,  choB  Ocrmer  Bailliere,  Llbrairo*Editeur, 

1867.    From  B.  Foagera,  New  Yerk. 


OFFICINAL  CANTHARIS;  A  THESIS  PRESENTED  TO  THE 
SUPERIOR  SCHOOL,  PARIS. 

BY  AMAND   FUMOMZE,   ETC. 


This  thesis  of  fifty-three  quarto  pages  is  divided  into  four  chapters. 
The  first  is  devoted  to  the  natural  history  of  the  officinal  cantharis. 
The  second  to  the  chemical  history  of  the  same.  The  third  to  the 
causes  which  alter  or  diminish  the  peculiar  properties  of  cantharides; 
and  the  fourth,  to  the  various  insects  to  be  met  with  in  cantharides. 

These  chapters  furnish  full  and  satisfactory  information  in  relation 
to  the  subjects  of  which  they  treat.  Many  experiments  are  reported 
in  detail.  These  will  render  this  brochure  attractive  to  the  pharma- 
ceutist, for  whom  it  will  have  more  interest  than  for  the  physician. 
Two  handsome  plates,  containing  many  figures,  are  attached. 

J.  R.  W. 
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UTEBINE  CATARRH,  FREQUENTLY  THE  CAUSE  OF  STER- 
ILITT— NEW  TREATMENT. 


BT   H.   B.    GANTILLON,   M.   D. 
From  th«  Author. 


Here  we  have  a  monograph  of  nearly  ninety  pages,  printed  in  Eng* 
Ml  at  Piiifi.  Its  author  once  resided  in  this  country,  but  is  now  set- 
tled in  Paris,  and  is  preparing  a  work  on  disecue*  of  women^  this  hro' 
cktft  constituting  a  part  of  the  proposed  volume. 

We  suspect  that  were  it  devoted  to  a  method  of  causing  instead  of  cuv" 
1)1^ sterility,  it  would  have  a  great  "  run"  in  some  circles  of  American 
wciety;  such  knowledge  would  be  eagerly  sought  for,  by  not  a  few  of 
tke  female  sex,  who  cheerfully  sacrifice  the  pleasures  and  the  duties  of 
maternity  upon  the  altar  of  insane  and  unholy  fashion,  or  else  shrink 
from  the  perils  and  the  responsibilities  of  a  condition  which  is  the  law 
of  married  life,  for  woman's  lot  is  "  to  bear,  to  rear,  to  love,  to  lose," 
the  fint  and  second  quite  as  much  as  the  third,  and  still  more  than  the 
fonrth,  of  this  quartette  of  duties,  as  sung  b^one  of  the  best  poetesses 
of  the  day. 

Bnt  to  the  book.  The  following  are  the  topics  discussed :  Ana- 
tomical and  Physiological  Reflections  on  the  Uterine  Cavities,  Causes 
of  Uterine  Catarrh,  Symptoms  of  Uterine  Catarrh,  Diagnosis  of  Uterine 
Catarrh,  Prognosis  of  Uterine  Cat&rrh,  Treatment  of  Uterine  Catarrh, 
then,  the  Method  of  Performing  Intra-Uterine  Injections,  and  finally, 
Cues.  For  the  purpose  of  injecting  the  uterine  cavity,  a  solution  of. 
nitrate  of  silver  is  used.  The  author  has  invented  an  excellent  syr- 
'^1  holding  but  a  drachm,  a  tube  attached  to  it,  having  a  diameter 
less  than  that  of  the  ordinary  uterine  sound,  round  and  perforated  at 
the  extremity,  ^'  with  holes  directed  backwards  towards  the  operator, 
on  the  same  principle  as  the  urethral  syringe  of  Dr.  Langlebert." 

The  author  speaks  quite  positively  of  the  efficiency  of  this  method 
^  treatment,  and  also  of  its  innocuousness.  While  we  write  we  recall 
» case  reported  a  few  years  since  by  one  of  the  New  York  physicians, 
^'  ^oeggerath,  we  believe,  where  the  injection  of  a  solution  of  nitrate 
^  Bilrcr  into  the  uterine  cavity  was  followed  by  a  fatal  peritonitis  j 
Bor  are  we  prepared  to  abandon  the  creed  firmly  established  in  our 
^ds  after  a  somewhat  diligent  study  of  "Bernutz,"  of  the  ready 
passage,  in  some  circumstances,  of  fluid  by  the  oviducts  from  the  ute- 
nne  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.    Nevertheless,  it  may  be  possible  that 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


\ 


126  WXSTE&N  JOTTRNAL  OF  HEBICINX. 

Dr.  Oantillon's  instniment  will  secure  the  benefits  of  intra-aierlne 
injections  without  their  great  peril;  indeed,  we  think  it  decidedly 
the  best  that  has  yet  been  invented.  "We  will  say  still  farther,  we 
fully  believe,  and  our  practice  corresponds  with  the  belief,  that  a  per- 
sistent uterine  catarrh  as  imperatively  demands  local  treatment  as  a 
conjunctival  catarrh,  and  that  in  each  case  nitrate  of  silver  is  the  best 
agent. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  can  easily  understand  that  rash  and 
reckless  resort  to  this  agent,  whether  in  substance  or  in  solution,  may 
kindle  the  flame  of  a  slumbering  endo -metritis  which  shall  spread  to 
the  substance  of  the  womb,  or  else  by  continuity  of  structure,  travel 
an  oviduct  and  very  soon  develope  a  local  or  a  general  peritonitis, 
rapidly  hastening  to  a  fatal  issue.  Let  physicians,  while  appreciating 
the  advantages,  be  warned  against  the  perils  of  certain  methods  of  local 
uterine  therapeutics. 

We  heartily  thank  Dr.  Gantillon  for  his  little  book,  and  we  believe 
that  it  adds  materially  to  a  general  professional  knowledge  of  a  very 
frequent  form  of  uterine  disease  and  of.  its  successful  treatment. 

T.  P. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


Three  bills,  in  which  the  medical  profession  are  especially  inter- 
ested, are  now  pending  in  the  Indiana  Legislature.  The  first  is  enti- 
tled "-4n  Act  to  protect  the  citizens  of  Indiana  from  Enipiriciim,  and 
elevate  the  standing  of  the  Medical  Profession^  This  act  has  passed 
its  second  reading,  and  probably  will  become  a  law,  so  far  as  legisla- 
tive action  is  concerned,  (though  we  hope  not,  unless  some  material 
alterations  are  made  in  it,)  before  this  number  of  the  Journal  reaches 
its  readers.  It  makes  it  "unlawful  for  any  person  who  has  not  at- 
tended two  full  courses  of  instruction  and  graduated  at  some  school 
of  medicine,  in  the  United  States  or  some  foreign  country,  or  can  not 
produce  a  certificate  from  a  State  or  county  medical  society,  and  is  not 
a  person  of  good  moral  character,  to  practice  medicine  in  any  of  its 
departments,  for  reward  or  compensation,  for  any  sick  person  in  the 
State  of  Indiana;  provided,  that  in  all  cases  where  any  person  has 
been  continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  for  a  period  of 


ten  je^n  m  sore,  he  shall  be  considered  to  have  complied  with  this 
tct,  and  that  when  persons  have  been  in  continuous  practice  of  med- 
icine  for  five  years  or  more,  they  shall  be  allowed  two  years  in  which 
to  comply  with  such  proyision."  The  second  section  of  this  act  re- 
coants  the  penalties  for  its  violation— not  less  than  fifty  dollars,  nor 
■tore  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  first  transgression,  and  for  the 
tecond,  thirty  days  in  jail  besides  the  fine,  and  in  no  case  can  any  fee 
for  professional  services,  rendered  by  the  offender,  be  collected,  and 
eoodttdes  by  stating  that  dentists  are  exempt  from  the  action  of  thi» 
law. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  tell  oar  readers  that  the  law  is  badly 
Torded ;  but  this  is  a  comparatively  trivial  objection.  '^  Two  full  courses 
of  instruction  and  graduated  at  some  dchool  of  medicine,"  &q.  •  Now 
what  period  must  these  ^/two  full  courses"  occupy?  Can  they  be  con- 
densed into  eight  or  nine  months,  or  must  they  occupy  portions  of  at 
least  two  years? 

Some  reputable  medieal  schools  in  this  country  admit  gentlemen 
to  graduation  who  have  been  in  practice  five  years,  and  attended  one 
eoBTM  of  lectures;  others  confer  honorary  degrees  without  asking 
whether  the  recipient  has  ever  attended  a  single  full  course  of  lectures. 
Now  will  the  law  go  behind  the  diplomas  these  gentlemen  may  have, 
and  insist  upon  their  attending  "lectures"  a  while  longer?  "Gradua- 
ted at  some  school  of  medicine."  No  matter  whether  by  grace  or 
merit.  It  is  shamefolly  true  that  men  have  diplomas  without  even  a 
good  English  education.  No  matter  what  school  —  simply  "some 
Khool" — ^it  may  be  a  school  whose  diplomas,  signed  and  sealed,  are 
peddled  abroad  in  foreign  countries,  as  was  the  case  with  those  of"  an 
eastern  Eclectic  school,  until  the  foul  wrong  was  exposed  through  the 
iaflaence  of  Dr.  Corrigan. 

Bat  again :  State  and  county  medical  societies  may  license.  Bui 
what  medical  societies?  Eclectic,  Homoeopathic,  Hydropathic,  any  sort 
you  please,  just  as  well  as  those  of  the  regular  profession.  But  even 
if  this  power  were  specifically  confined  to  the  societies  representing  reg- 
ilar  medicine-*~a  measure  that  we  should  look  upon  as  impolitic,  to  say 
the  least — ^great  abuses  might  result  from  giving  it  to  so  many  different 
toorees.  Every  county  in  the  State  may  have  a  county  society — it  may 
ha? e  a  doxen,  all  licensing  doctors.  But  suppose  no  county  society  ex- 
ists, as  is  the  case  in  several  counties  in  this  State,  what  is  the  appplioani 
for  license  to  do?  Or,  suppose  such  society  existing,  it  meets  at  distant 
intervals,  rarely  has  a  quorum,  does  not  represent  some  of  the  best  ele- 
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tnento  of  the  profession  in  its  locality,  is  under  the  control  t)f  a  eliqtie 
of  selfish  men,  who  can  not  brook  any  rivals  for  public  patronage,  or 
who  would  crush  every  one  by  foul  means  if  not  by  fair,  that  was  not 
of  their  ^^set,"  worshipping  their  golden  calves,  kissing  their  croco- 
diles,  or  becoming  petrified  like  their  ibssilsl  We  believe  that  the 
delegation  of  this  power  of  licensing  doctors  should  not  be  made  to 
the  society  or  the  different  societies  of  a  county,  for  the  reason  that 
injustice  might  sometimes  be  done  from  prejudice,  unscrupulous  selfish- 
ness, or  other  cause,  now  and  then.  When  there  should  be  a  hun- 
dred or  more  examining  bodies  in  the  State,  what  uniformity  of  exam- 
inations might  be  expected.  One  county  society  might  license  a  doc- 
tor when  he  had  been  rejected  by  a  dozen  others.  We  believe  all  per- 
taining to  State  and  county  societies  ought  to  be  eliminated  from  the 
bill;  and  the  power  of  licensing  confined  to -a  board  of  three  or  five 
physicians,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  (confirmed,  if  thought  best,  by 
the  Senate),  which  shall  hold  semi-annual  sessions  at  the  Capital :  each 
member  of  the  board  receiving  from  every  applicant  for  examination, 
a  fee  of  three  or  five  dollars. 

One  word  more.  We  hope  our  friends  are  not  expecting  too  much 
firom  legislation.  The  passage  of  this  or  a  dozen  similar  bills,  but 
more  stringent — however  much  good  to  the  people  and  to  the  profes- 
sion they  may  accomplish-— is  not  going  to  bring  the  medical  milleni- 
um.  Our  chief  work  to  exalt  Medicine  to  that  sublime  position  which 
she  ought  to  occupy,  must  be  done  in  and  with  ourselves — in  our  own 
ever-growing  attainments,  in  our  own  ever-enlarging  philanthropy,  in 
our  own  ever- vivid  conscientiousness:  every  drop  being  pure  and 
sparkling,  shall  not  the  entire  fountain  be  clear  as  crystal?  Every 
grain  of  gold  being  thoroughly  purged  from  the  dross,  shall  not  the 
burnished  shield  fiash  perpetual  brightness  on  the  pathway  of  man? 

The  other  two  bills  to  which  we  refer,  are  one  in  reference  to  the 
establishment  of  a  medical  department  of  the  State  University,  and 
the  other  for  the  registration  of  medical  practitioners  in  each  county 
auditor's  office  every  year,  a  fee  being  paid  by  every  one  thus  register- 
ing, (he  at  the  same  time  specifying  the  school  to  which  he  belongs), 
these  fees  to  be  distributed  to  the  different  county  medical  societies. 
This  last  bill  was  prepared  by  our  friend  Dr.  Hibberd,  and  we  hope 
he  will  give  in  the  next  number  of  the  Journal  some  details  as  to  it. 

As  to  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  medical  department,  to 
be  located  at  Indianapolis,  of  the  State  University,  we  have  merely 
space  to  say,  that  the  trustees  of  that  institution  propose,  if  the  legis- 
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htm  Bboald  gire  the  Uniyersity  the  ^'agrkultunj  college  graai/'  to 
spend  a  part  of  the  funds  in  that  way,  their  design  being  to  build  wf 
a  medical  school  upon  a  similar  plan  to  that  belonging  to  Michigan 
fJiiiTeraity.  In  a  fdtore  nninber  we  shall  have  sonetiiing  more  to  say, 
ihonld  this  bill  pass,  upon  the  subject  of  a  medical  school  in  Indiana—^ 
enly  bov  saggesting  that  neither  will  snob  an  institntion  make  a  medr 
leal  miUeniom. 

Ik  thb  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Sur^cxil  Reporter^  January  2d, 
m  find  the  following  in  reference  to  Priority  in  Ligature  of  the  Fetno- 
nl  Artery.  We  only  wish  to  premise  the  extract  by  saying  that  the 
eredit  of  haying  pointed  out  the  priority  of  American  surgery  in  this 
eperation,  for  such  therapeutic  purpose,  is  due  Prof.  BlaokmaB. 

'^Inacomnranicatian  to  the  Britith  Medieai  Jawmaly  in  June  laal^ 
Xr.  C.  F.  Maunder,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  thus  gracefully  yielda  a  palm  to  Amer* 
kan  surgery.     All  honor  to  Mr.  Maunder ! 

"Twelye  months  ago  I  proposed  the  application  of  a  ligature  to 
ike  superficial  femoral  artery^  to  check  acute  inflammation  of  the  limb 
following  wound  of  the  knee-joint.  The  operation  was  performed  with 
immediate  and  continuous  benefit,  and  the  patient  recoyered.  I  need 
iearoely  say  that  at  that  time  I  belieyed  the  suggestion  to  be  original^ 
sad  kaye  only  now  been  undeceiyed  by  the  perusal  of  a  short  paper 
upon  the  subject,  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciencet,  of 
April,  1868.  It  there  appears  that  the  femoral  artery  was  ligatured, 
ybif— for  wound  of  the  knee-joint,  by  H.  U.  Onderdonk,  M.  D.,.  in  the 
yesr  1813,  and  occasionally  since  that  date  also  i^  Anaerica.  It  is  a 
mrioQS  fact  that  no  surgeon  has  oyer  informed  me  that  my  suggestion 
was  not  original ;  and  it  is  still  more  strange  that  the  author  of  the 
Awmui  Medicw,  1867,  published  in  the  Lancet,  should  haye  spoken  of 
the  operation  proposed  by  me  'as  bold  and  novel,  (italics  aire  ndne,) 
and  withal  auccessfy ,  surgical  proceedings  of  the  year,  we  may  men* 
tioB  the  ligature  of  the  femoral  artery  in  a  case  of  acute  traumatie 
iniammation  of  the  knee-joint,  on  the  principle  of  diminishing  the 
arterial  supply  of  an  inflamed  part — a  principle  suggested  by  Mr. 
Maander,  and  now  under  much  discussion.'  Still,  with  the  «yulenea 
before  me,  it  is  clear  that  I  can  not  claim  priority  in  the  suggestioh; 
tal  I  haaten,  by  thus  addressing  you,  to  giye  eradit  to  wliam  oredil 
bdae." 

DsATH  OF  Db.  F.  Schusbmann. — At  a  meeting  of  the  medical 
frefcssioB,  held  at  the  Dental  College,  Monday  eyening,  January  llih, 
IttH,  for  the  purpose  of  testifying  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  ih% 
kte  Dr.  Fsmnois  Sehuermann,  Dr.  Dawson  «aai  called  to  Ike  efalury  airf 
Aa  foUowing  resolutions  were  unanimoBsly  adopted:  ,     • 

"Wmotxia,  Ck>d,  in  his  allwiae  proyidence,  remoyed,  after  a  liitgerUif 
oar  friend  and  ooUeague,  Dr.  Fhuioia  fidbuermaBa,  one  of  dmt  oldeal 
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teemben,  who  diad  on  lli«  Itt  of  JtMUtaj,  ftfter  a  lo9g  life  of  piofeMioiiA] 
uefulneM,  in  thit  cilj ; 

^Re9oltcd^  That  we  hsTe  received  the  intelligeace  of  the  death  of  Dr.  F 
Behuermann,  with  the  deepest  lorrow. 

^'EeMolc€d,  That  wo  doplore  the  loes  whieb  oar  profeiaioo  haa  mol  with 
throuirh  hia  deceaae. 

^^Sesolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  published  in  the  daily  papera  and 
Medical  ioornala  of  this  city,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  bo  sent  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased." 

Dr.  A.  Rosenfeld,  Dr.  Wm,  Carson,  Dr.  C.  S.  Muscroft,  Dr.  J.  P. 
Walker,  Dr.  J.  8.  Uniioker,  Committee;  F.  Brunning,  M.  D.,  Socretarj. 

For  Balk. — An  order  for  an  artificial  limb.  Will  some  one  of 
our  surgical  friends  take  notice?    - 

New  SuBacaiBlBS  caa  be  furnished  with  complete  sets  of  the  •/our- 
not  from  its  oommencomftnt,  January,  1866,  to  the  psesent,  the  Feb- 
raary  number  for  1864  exoepted.  By  the  Way,  we  still  offer  twenty- 
fire  cents  for  each  copy  for  that  month. 

We  hope  our  friends  will  not  weary  in  their  efforts  to  add  to  our 
subscfiption  list,  npr  in  our  solicitations  for  such  efforts.  Even  if  eacli 
one  of  half  our  subaoribers  added  a  new  one-— a  thing  which  any  of 
them  could  easily  do— we  would  be  content. 

Pleabi  kemehbea  that  subscriptions  are  expected  in  admanee^ 
when  it  is  practicable  for  parties  to  remit.  We  hate  to  *^dun,**  but 
we  hate  still  worse  to  be  in  debt.  By  the  way,  we  send  receipts  in  the 
Journal^  not  by  letter. 

A  niXND  at  MuBoiet,  writes  us  that  the  post-master  ihere  ohargea 
twenty -four  cents  postage  for  the  Western  Journal  of  Medicine,  This 
IS  wrong;  the  charge  shimid  be  but  twelve  cents,  as  we  are  informed 
by  the  post-office  department  here,  and  we  hope  the  error  will  be 
promptly  eeneoted. 

t  Wl  wfiB  ta  Mggast  to  those  of  our  friends  who  have  not  their 
Ktos  insured — and  we  believe  physicians,  above  all  other  men,  eught 
to  have  such  insurance — that  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Cohpant, 
09  New  York,  the  advertisement  of  which  we  publish^  is  one  of  the 
f #17  best  eeiepanies  iu  the  United  States,  and  especially  eharactedied 
\f  its  Rhefil  aed  honorable  eeurse  towards  medical  gentlemeii  wlie 
may  be  in  its  employment;  We  speak  that  which  wo  know  in  tikis 
Vegardu- 
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Thug  it  will  be  Been  that  If  man  has  paasioni  which  impel  him  to  the  destruction  of  man,  if 
Is  be  tbe  only  aaimal  who,  despising  his  natural  means  of  attack  and  defence,  has  devised  new 
aeus  of  destmetion,  he  Is  also  the  only  animal  who  has  the  desire,  or  the  power,  to  teUere  the 
nAriagi  4)f  his  fellow  citizens,  and  in  whom  the  bo-e&istonce  of  reason  and  benoTolence  attosta 
ftiwnl  is  well  as  an  intellectual  superiority Gravbs^  CuincAL  MsDrciKS. 
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GUNSHOT  WOUND  OF  THE  SPINE— WOUND  INVOLVING 
THE  ATLAS  AND  AXIS. 


BT  8.  0.  THOMAS,  M.  D.,  MILROY,  IND. 
(Bssd  befora  the  Bosh  Oonlity  Ifedieal  Society,  and  pnhlished  by  request  of  th«  Sodaty.) 


July  12^  186S,  4  o'clock  P.  M. — I  "Was  sumttioned  in  haste  to  see 
Mrs,  Ann  B— — ,  who  had  been  accidentally  shot  by  her  husband,  with 
X  rery  small  Yest-pocket  pistol,  with  which  was  used  conical  ball-cart- 
»^ 

After  examination,  I  found  the  ball  had  entered  beneath  the  inferior 
Bixillary  bone,  two  inches  to  the  right  of  the  symphysis  mentis,  rang^ 
iog  apward  and  backward,  entering  the  npper  and  right  side  of  the 
&Qces,  immediately  behind  the  "velum  pendulum  palati.'' 

Hemorrhage  was  quite  profuse  firom  the  mouth  and  right  nostril 
fer  a  Tery  few  minutes,  after  which  it  almost  entirely  ceased,  and  we 
M  no  further  difficulty  from  that  source  until  some  thirty-six  hours 
kfore  death. 

When  I  first  saw  patient  her  mental  condition  was  good.     Nerrous 
sjBtem  but  little  disturbed.     No  acceleration  of  the  pulse.     Respira- 
tioB  normal.     Articulation  of  sounds  and  deglutition  attended  with 
auek  difficulty  and  |^ai«i« 
(10) 
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Treatmunt. — Cold  water  dressings  to  chin  and  neck,  and  anodynes 
sufficient  to  control  pain. 

July  13. — Seventeen  hours  after  accident.  I  found  patient  feeling 
very  uncomfortable,  on  account  of  augmented  inflammation,  and  swell- 
ing of  the  chin  and  the  right  side  of  the  fauces.  Complains  of  pain 
in  back  portion  of  head  and  neek,  aud  also  that  sbe  is  incapable  of 
otating  the  head.  Kespiration  and  circulation  but  slightly  changed. 
Deglutition  less  troublesome.  Swallows  fluids  very  well.  Articula- 
tion of  sounds  much  the  same. 

Treatment — Continued,  with  the  addition  of  the  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia to  move  the  bowels. 

July  14' — Patient  complains  of  increased  pain  in  posterior  portion 
of  the  head  and  neck,  and  also  of  extreme  soreness  at  the  junction  of 
the  spine  and  cranium.  Slight  photophobia.  Inflammation  and  swell- 
ing increased,  and  suppuration  set  up  in  the  right  side  of  the  fauces. 
Muscles  of  the  right  side  of  the  neck  very  sensitive  to  the  touch. 
Bowels  not  moved.     Other  symptoms  much  as  they  were  before. 

Treatment. — Ordered  sulphate  magnesia  to  be  repeated  every 
three  hours,  until  free  catharsis  shall  be  obtained. 

July  IS, — Says  she  feels  better,  and  that  the  pain  in  the  posterior 
portion  of  the  head  and  neck  has  subsided.  Stiffness  and  soreness  of 
the  neck  still  continue.     Bowels  freely  moved. 

Jukf  IS,  midnight — ^Patient  grew  suddenly  worse.  Pain  in  poste- 
rior portion  of  the  head  and  neck  greatly  augmented.  Excruciating 
pain  in  front  portion  of  the  head.  Much  intolerance  of  light.  Had 
a  very  severe  and  protracted  rigor, — lasted  about  three  hours;  after 
which  complete  reaction  came  up.  The  wound  in  the  fauces  ceased  to 
uppurate  for  six  hours,  after  which  it  threw  off  more  than  at  any  time 
previous. 

July  16,  9  A,  M. — Pulse  feeble  and  quick.  Respiration  labored 
and  rapid.  Deglutition  again  attended  with  pain.  Severe  pain  in 
back  portion  of  head  and  neck,  with  increased  stiffness  of  the  lat- 
ter. Increased  soreness  of  the  muscles  of  the  right  half  of  the  cer- 
vical region.  Profuse  perspiration.  A  painful  condition  of  the 
muscles  throughout  the  whole  system.  Congestion  of  the  conjunctivae ; 
but  less  intolerance  of  light  than  through  the  night.  Increased  swell- 
ing of  the  right  and  posterior  fauces.  Persistent  nausea.  Within 
twenty-four  hours,  four  large  and  offensive'  stools.  Exhibits  unusual 
anxiety. 

Treatment. — Wine,  quinine,  chlorate  potash  and  sulph.  morphine. 
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Jultf  16,  6  o'clock  P,  M, — Met  Dr.  M.  Sexton,  who  was  called  to 
Tisii  patient.  We  found  patient  better  than  in  the  morning.  Has  had 
four  rigors  since  midnight;  the  last  one  only  lasting  some  twenty  min- 
utes. Circulation  one  hundred  and  twenty;  respiration  twenty -four. 
Heary,  muddy  coat  upon  the  tongue. 

Swallows  much  better.  Has  taken  solid  food  without  anything  to 
moisten  it.    Appetite  better  than  at  time  of  morning  visit. 

Treatment — Continued. 

July  17,  9  A.  M, — ^Respiration  eighteen,  and  circulation  one  hun- 
dred per  minute.  Pain  in  the  extremities  has  subsided.  Pain  and 
Eoreaess  at  the  junction  of  the  spine  and  the  cranium  unchanged. 
Less  congestion  of  the  conjunctivae,  and,  also,  less  photophobia  than 
for  three  days.  Secretion  of  pus  large  and  very  oflfensive ;  it  often 
excites  vomiting  as  it  passes  through  the  mouth.  In  other  respects 
patient  much  better. 

Treatment — Continued . 

Jv/jf  18,  9  A.  M. — Circulation  one  hundred ;  respiration  increased 
in  frequency,  and  attended  with  pain  in  upper  portion  of  the  chest. 
SwilWs  well  any  kind  of  food.  Less  inflammation  of  the  fauces; 
notwithstanding  patient  complains  of  pain  in  that  region  all  of  the  time. 

Pain  in  the  back  portion  of  head  and  neck  increased  within  twen- 
tj-fonr  hours.  Stiffness  of  the  neck  and  shoulders  is  giving  much 
distress.  Does  not  breathe  through  the  nostrils,  but  alone  through  the 
Bonth.  Breathing  loudly  stertorous  during  sleep.  During  sleep  the 
expired  air  leaves  the  mouth  as  if  blown  out,  as  in  smoking.  A  te- 
tanic condition  of  all  the  muscles.  A  slight  noise  disturbs  the  patient 
mncli,  although  she  is  rational  and  conscious  all  of  the  time. 

Extremities  covered  with  a  cold,  clammy  sweat.  Increased  photo- 
phobia, and  congestion  of  the  conjunctivas.  Sleeps  with  eyes  nearly 
open.    Takes  but  little  food,  and  there  is  an  increase  of  thirst. 

Treatment. — Ordered  the  bowels  moved,  and  the  other  treatment 
c<^ntinued  as  before. 

July  19, 10  A,  Jf. — Patient  is  feeble;  but  in  every  other  respect 
dtt  is  much  better/ 

Trsatmeht. — Increase  the  dose  of  tonics  and  stimulants. 

July  20,9  A,  M, — Pain  in  back  portion  of  head  and  neck  very 
gnat  through  the  night,  but  slightly  better  this  morning.  Complains 
of  dimness  of  vision.  Muscae  volitantes,  and  roaring  in  the  ears. 
Pliotophobia  increased.  More  swelling  of  the  right  side  of  the  fauces 
uid  RvuU.    Large  secretion  of  pus  by  internal  wound.    Can  swalloir 
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fluids  well,  but  solids  not  at  all.  Increased  thirst.  Bowels  very  free 
in  their  action.     A  severe  and  protracted  rigor  during  the  night. 

Treatment — Continued,  with  the  addition  of  an  astringent  for 
bowels. 

July  21^  9  o'clock  A.  M, — Much  improved  in  almost  every  respect. 
If  it  were  not  for  stiffness  of  the  neck,  we  would  conclude  that  our 
patient  was  fast  approaching  cure ;  for  at  every  other  point  there  has 
been  a  marked  change  for  the  better. 

July  ^3,  10  A,  M. — ^Rested  badly  during  the  night,  notwithstand- 
ing she  was  doing  quite  well  previous  to  that  time.  Had  a  severe  rigor 
at  two  o'clock  A.  M.;  and  after  reaction  was  set  up,  she  had  very  high 
fever,  which  still  continues.  Bowels  very  active,  and  the  stools  large 
and  offensive.  No  appetite  for  anything.  Tongue  covered  with  a 
heavy  brown  coating.  Circulation  feeble  and  frequent.  External 
wound  entirely  healed,  and  swelling  and  inflammation  of  the  fauces 
greatly  reduced. 

Treatment. — Gave  full  doses  of  quinia,  chlo.  potash,  per.  sulph. 
iron,  and  wine.     Anodynes,  to  be  used  as  occasion  may  require. 

July  24^  11  A.  M, — Case  unchanged  since  yesterday,  except  the 
diarrhoea,  which  is  now  somewhat  controlled. 

Treatment — Continued. 

July  26^  10  A.  if. — ^Patient  sleeps  with  eyes  wide  open,  and  the 
eyeballs  continually  in  motion.  Froth  and  mucus  forced  out  of  the 
mouth  at  every  expiration  during  the  most  profound  sleep.  Other 
symptoms  unchanged. 

Treatment — ^The  same. 

July  26,  11  A,  M. — ^Patient  much  better.  Circulation  eighty-five, 
and  full.  B.e8piration  sixteen,  and  easy.  Skin  soft,  moist  and  warm. 
Suffers  no  pain,  except  when  she  attempts  to  move  the  head.  Swal- 
lows food  without  any  trouble.  Very  little  redness  or  swelling 
about  the  fauces.  Suppuration  profuse  and  offensive,  and  of  a  dark 
yellow  color.  Appetite  improved.  No  thirst.  Eyes  less  open,  and 
no  motion  of  the  eyeballs  during  sleep.  No^frothing,  nor  any  other 
disturbance  of  the  mouth  during  sleep. 

Treatment. — Supporting. 

July  27  and  28, — Improvement  continues  in  every  respect  except 
the  stiffness  of  the  neck.  Able  to  rise  up  and  remain  for  a  consider- 
able time  without  fatigue. 

July  29,  11  A,  M. — Patient  has  been  resting  quietly  since  last  seep. 
Circulation  and  respiration  normal.    Discharge  of  pus  from  fauces 
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still  large  and  offensive.  Pain  has  entirely  subsided,  and  but  slight 
soreness  remains  in  the  cervical  region.  Bowels  rather  free.  Appe- 
tite good. 

Trsatment. — Stimulants,  tonics  and  astringents. 

July  SO. — Patient  still  improving. 

Jubf  SI. — Walked  across  the  floor,  and  took  her  meals  with  family 
at  the  table,  and  does  not  suffer  any  inconvenience  from  any  cause,  ex- 
eept  stiffness  of  the  neck. 

From  t&is  time  until  August  eighth,  patient  steadily  improved  in 
strength  and  ability  to  walk.  Gould  not  rotate  head,  and  when  she 
sttempted  it,  increased  soreness  of  the  cervical  muscles  was  the  conse- 
queoee.  After  she  was  able  to  walk  about,  she  would  occasionally 
kave  a  rigor,  (never  lasting  over  a  few  minutes),  whenever  excited  or 
fatigued  from  any  cause. 

She  performed  manual  labor  of  the  lighter  kinds  for  a  few  days, 
and  did  not  seem  to  suffer  any  inconvenience  from  it.  I  am  told  that 
she  spun  or  twisted  yarn  at  the  big  wheel  for  a  part  of  one  day,  and 
that  it  resalted  in  nothing  more  than  slight  fatigue. 

August  8y  8  o\lock  A,  M. — Patient  feeling  as  well  as  she  had  for 
days,  walking  over  the  yard,  and,  without  any  apparent  cause,  fell,  bat 
quickly  got  up  again  without  any  assistance.  She  stated  that  she 
knew  no  reason  why  she  fell,  except  the  sudden  giving  way  of  the 
muscles. 

At  twelve  o'clock  m.,  she  was  seized  with  a  severe  lancinating  pain 
beneath  the  right  mammary  gland,  which  continued  gradually  increas- 
ing until  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  she  coughed,  and  at  the  same  time 
ielt  something  give  way  at  the  seat  of  pain.  Complained  that  the 
ehest  felt  full  and  hot,  and  that  the  breathing  was  difficult;  after 
which  came  profuse  hemorrhage  from  the  mouth.  Judging  from  the 
general  appearance,  and  the  amount  that  could  be  collected,  I  think 
the  patient  lost  one  quart  of  blood. 

When  I  first  saw  patient,  she  was  pale  and  apprehensive;  cir- 
eolation  one  hundred  and  forty  and  feeble,  respiration  twenty-eight 
and  labored.  Examination  of  the  chest  revealed  the  fact  that  the 
bronchial  tubes  were  filled  with  a  fluid.  Bronchial  rales  could  be 
heard  all  over  the  chest.  Pain  in  back  portion  of  head  and  neck  ex- 
eniciating.  Increased  thirst.  Appetite  gone.  During  the  day  she 
had  three  paroxysms  of  hemorrhage,  but  the  amount  of  blood  lost 
wassnudl. 

Treatment. — Stimulants,  tonics  and  anodynes,  to  be  given  freely 
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Augutt  9j  9  A.  M. — Patient  more  feeble.  Portions  of  the  Inngs 
not  expanded  this  morning.  Pain  in  bead  and  neck  mucb  the  same  as 
yesterday.     Has  occasional  rigors,  but  tbey  are  not  severe  nor  long. 

Treatment — ^Continued. 

Augicst  10. — ^One  paroxysm  of  hemorrhage  during  the  night.  Rap- 
idly failed  in  strength,  until  death  closed  the  scene,  at  eight  o'clock 
A.  M. 

Post  mortem  examination,  held  at  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  six  hours  after 
death.  Drs.  F.  M.  and  P.  M.  Pollitt  gave  kindly  and  efficient  assist- 
ance during  the  examination. 

Symptoms  during  life  led  to  the  examination  of  the  lungs  first. 
Lower  and  a  portion  of  the  upper  lobes  of  the  lung  were  largely 
congested.  By  cutting  into  the  lung  structure,  we  found  isolated 
patches  of  miliary  tubercles  and  the  air-cells  filled  with  extravasated 
blood,  which  fiowed  freely  as  soon  as  the  incision  was  made.  The 
bronchial  tubes  were  healthy,  and  the  right  were  filled  with  blood. 
Being  satisfied  with  our  examination  of  the  viscera  of  the  chest,  we 
next  turned  our  attention  to  the  wound.  The  wound,  from  the  en- 
trance of  the  ball  to  the  point  where  it  passed  into  the  fauces,  seemed 
to  be  thoroughly  healed,  and  almost  all  trace  of  it  obliterated. 

The  ball  passed  through  the  fauces,  impinging  heavily  upon  the 
anterior  arch  of  the  axis,  in  close  proximity  to  its  junction  with  the 
atlas,  producing  a  radiated  or  comminuted  fracture.  The  soft  parts  at 
and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  injury  were  in  a  suppurative  con- 
dition,'and  had  a  dark  and  gangrenous  appearance,  emitting  a  very 
disagreeable  and  offensive  odor. 

After  careful  examination  of  the  wound,  we  discovered  small  pieces 
of  bone,  which  were  easily  removed  with  the  fingers.  Notwithstand- 
ing we  made  strict  and  minute  search,  we  were  unable  to  find  the  ball. 
The  anterior  articulating  surfaces,  as  well  as  the  ligaments  connecting 
the  anterior  portions  of  the  axis  and  atlas,  were  entirely  destroyed, 
and  the  odontoid  process  detached  so  that  it  could  be  easily  removed. 

The  theca  vertebralis  was  in  a  softened  and  almost  disorganized 
condition,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  its  continuity  of  structure  was 
easily  destroyed  by  our  manipulations,  in  connection  with  our  exami- 
nation of  the  parts.  The  medullary  matter  for  an  inch  each  way,  in 
the  spinal  canal,  from  the  opening  in  the  spinal  column,  was  largely 
mingled  with  dark,  grumous  blood.  The  connection  between  the  axis 
and  the  atlas  was  so  fragile  that  the  weight  of  the  head,  when  thrown 
backward,  destroyed  it. 
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We  were  unable  to  say  l^at  the  hemorrhage  immediately  preceding 
death  came  from  the  wound,  because  there  were  no  important  blood - 
yessels  in  the  line  of  injury,  and,  also,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that 
Aere  was  strong  eyidence,  before  and  after  death,  that  it  might  have 
come  from  the  lungs. 


EPILEPSY— A  REPORT  OF  FOUR  CASES,  WITH  TREAT- 
MENT, FROM  MY  NOTE-BOOK  J  ALSO,  SOME  REMARKS 
AND  OPINIONS  UPON  THE  PROGNOSIS,  AND  STUDY  OF 
THIS  SAD  DISEASE.  

BT  WATITE  GRISWOLD,   M.   D.,   CIRCLEVILLE,  OHIO. 


Case  I. — J.  D ,  boy  five  years  old.     First  called  to  the  case, 

February  4th,  1867.  Well  developed;  nervo-bilious  temperament; 
dark  hair  and  eyes,  but  dull  and  downcast  in  look ;  like  most  epilep- 
iiea,  inclined  to  be  silent,  morose,  petulant,  and  excitable ;  occasionally 
complains  of  pain  in  back  part  of  head;  respiration  and  circulation 
nttaral;  bowels  regular;  appetite  good;  inclines  to  run  and  play  as 
Bsoal. 

Had  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  last  July,  when,  after  playing  in 
the  hot  sun  for  some  time,  he  went  into  the  cellar  kitchen  and  laid 
down  upon  the  damp  brick  floor,  fell  into  a  sleep,  took  a  congestive 
chill,  followed  by  fever,  producing  a  violent  epileptic  convulsion. 
Prom  that  time  up  to  February  4th,  the  boy  had  a  return  of  the  par- 
oxysm every  four  to  six  weeks,  usually  in  the  night. 

The  parents  were  deeply  anxious  about  the  chlid,  and  very  solicit- 
om  to  know  if  he  could  be  cured.  I  gave  them  to  understand  that  I 
Bhonld  have  great  hope,  if  they  would  follow  a  prescription  for  ten  to 
fifteen  months.  I  make  it  an  invariable  rule  to  make  no  prescription 
for  a  chronic  case  of  epilepsy  requiring  medication,  unless  they  will 
follow  the  directions  from  ten  months  to  two  years.  Trousseau  never 
ottered  a  greater  truth  than  when  he  said,  '^chronic  diseases  require 
chronic  treatment,''  and  it  is  particularly  so  in  epilepsy. 

I  could  not  discover  any  organic  lesion  in  the  case ;  no  hereditary 
taint;  no  trouble  with  teeth,  worms,  kidneys,  bladder,  sexual  organs 
or  bowels.  My  theory  of  the  case  was,  that  some  congestion  or  irri- 
tation of  the  medulla  oblongata  had  remained  from  the  severe  attack 
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in  July,  and  that  occasional  excitement  from  deep  sleep,  prodnced  sad- 
den  contraction  of  the  yaso-motor  nerves  of  the  encephalon  and  its 
meninges,  followed  by  anemia  of  the  brain,  and  the  epileptie  paroxysm. 
Prescription. — Good  food,  free  exercise  in  the  open  air,  with  an 
ocasional  warm  bath. 

•  B     Potaasli  Brom.,  ^iii. 

AqujB  gir.     M.,  Ji,  ter.  die. 
Also,  rub  the  back  of  n^ck  and  spine  with  strong  stimulating  liniment. 

At  the  end  of  three  weeks,  I  gaye  the  boy  a  half  grain  of  yaleri- 
ante  of  zinc,  three  times  per  day,  with  the  potassium. 

The  boy  had  but  one  paroxysm  after  the  treatment  was  fairly  com- 
menced. This  course  was  followed  for  nine  months,  without  change, 
and  then  gradually  slacked  off.  The  bpy  has  been  perfectly  well  ever 
since. 

Case  II. — E.  B ,  girl,  aged  five  years;  nervo -sanguine  temper- 
ament; light  hair  and  complexion;  blue  eyes;  dull  and  downcast; 
mind  weak;  restless,  excitable,  petulant  and  easily  irritated.  About 
two  years  before,  this  child  had  a  severe  sickness.  From  that  time  she 
had  epileptic  fits,  about  one  a  week  on  an  average,  usually  at  night, 
followed  by  an  involuntary  discharge  of  urine.  She  had  been  under 
treatment  by  a  quack  all  this  time,  and  was  constantly  growing  worse. 
I  could  not  discover  any  local  lesion  in  this  case ;  yet  she  was  weak  in 
body  and  mind  and  inclined  to  be  anemic. 

Prescribed  a  generous  diet;  free  exercise  in  the  open  air ;  occasion- 
ally warm  bathing ;  keep  her  as  cheerful  as  possible ;  let  her  have  a 
little  whisky  when  there  is  much  weakness  or  nervous  excitement. 
Gave  her  five  grain  doses  of  bromide  potassium  at  meal  time,  also  half 
grain  val.  zinc  three  times  a  day. 

This  treatment  was  followed  for  seven  months,  without  change,  and 
then  gradually  lessened.  She  had  but  three  paroxysms  after  the  treat- 
ment commenced,  and  has  been  free  to  date. 

Case  III.— Called  December  13th,  1867.     A.  C ,  girl,  aged 

three  years  and  six  months;  had  hooping  cough  badly  when  one  year 
old;  soon  after  had  spasms  from  worms  and  teething;  when  about  two 
years  old  she  took  epileptic  fits,  generally  in  the  night,  occasionally  in 
the  day  time;  had  from  one  to  four  every  twenty-four  hours.  At 
present  the  child  has  from  two  to  six  every  twenty -four  hours ;  she  is 
very  weak  and  irritable;  staggers  when  she  walks;  often  falls  down; 
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seems  to  iiaye  but  partial  control  of  muscles  of  the  extremities;  head 
inclined  to  lean  forward;  downcast  look;  eyes  indicate  great  vacuity; 
mind  weak;  appetite  tolerable ;  respiration  and  circulation  natural  but 
weak;  restless,  uneasy  and  excitable;  nervous  temperament;  seemed 
well  nigh  destroyed  both  in  body  and  mind,  from  the  frequent  repeti- 
tioD  of  the  paroxysms  for  the  last  year. 

While  looking  at  the  child,  Und  reflecting  upon  the  cause  and 
pathology  of  the  case,  I  saw  her  pass  her  hand  under  her  clothes  up 
to  her  privates.  I  called  the  attention  of  the  mother  to  the  fact,  and 
inquired  whether  she  had  seen  her  do  that  before.  Said  she  had  fre- 
quently; but  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  harm  in  it.  Upon  ex- 
amination, I  found  this  child  had  fingered  and  pulled  at  the  vulva, 
until  the  vagina,  for  some  distance  up,  was  enlarged  enough  to  enter 
the  end  of  a  full  grown  thumb. 

I  never  investigate  a  case  of  epilepsy,  that  my  suspicions  are  not 
torned  to  the  generative  organs  for  a  most  careful  examination,  no 
matter  how  young  or  old,  unless  a  positive  cause  is  known.  It  is  aston- 
ishiDg  how  young  children  of  both  sexes  are  led  to  self-abuse ;  and,  of 
all  the  causes  of  epilepsy,  as  far  as  my  observation  goes,  this  is  the 
greatest  and  worst. 

I  prescribed  for  this  case  with  little  hope,  simply  because  the 
mother,  while  she  felt  a  deep  interest  for  her  child,  was  wholly  defl- 
eient  in  the  capacity  and  patient  perseverance  to  manage  and  nurse 
the  case. 

Prescription. — Keep  her  hands  from  the  privates,  never  let  her 
touch  them,  if  they  have  to  be  tied  for  a  year;  free  nourishing  diet; 
warm  bath  and  exercise  in  open  air. 

B     Belladon.  Fid.  Ext,  gtts.  xl. 
Potassii  Brom.,  3iii. 
Aquae,  ^ir.    M.  31  ter.  die. 
Alao,  a  one  grain  pill  of  iron  by  hydro|^en,  at  meal  time. 

Up  to  January,  1868,  the  child  had  about  two  paroxysms  every 
^7;  but  had  improved  somewhat  in  strength.  During  January,  she 
had  only  two  each  week.  The  mother  had  kept  the  child  from  self- 
abnse.  In  February,  averaged  three  fits  a  week.  March  1st,  left  out 
the  belladonna,  continued  the  bromide,  also  stopped  the  iron  pills,  and 
gave  half  grain  val.  zinc  three  times  a  day;  child  improved  both  men* 
tally  and  bodily.     This  course  of  medicine  was  continued,  noting  the 
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case  carefully  up  to  November,  1868,  child  baying  from  four  to  six 
paroxysms  each  mootb.  From  tbat  date,  tbe  parents  concluded  to  stop 
medicine,  as  they  bad  so  far  to  come,  and  tbe  weather  became  cold. 
January  1st,  1869,  two  months  after,  the  child  was  still  improving,  and 
not  more  than  one  fit  in  a  week.  If  this  child  was  so  situated  that  she 
could  have  constant  care  and  medical  attention  for  a  year  more,  I 
should  have  little  doubt  of  a  permanent  cure. 

Case  IV.— Mrs.  B .     Called  to  see  her  November  11th,  1867. 

Married,  aged  thirty-two  years;  has  had  two  children,  one  living  aged 
seven ;  light  complexion  and  hair ;  gray  eyes ;  spare,  sharp  features ; 
nervous  temperament;  excitable,  restless,  very  loquacious ;  respiration 
and  circulation  natural ;  general  health  tolerably  good ;  works  most  of 
the  time ;  had  epilepsy  in  childhood,  and  occasionally  up  to  woman- 
hood. The  day  after  the  birth  of  her  first  child,  she  had  nine  severe 
convulsions,  whether  eclampsia  or  epileptic,  I  could  not  learn.  Since, 
has  had  attacks  every  four  or  five  months,  coming  on  generally  in  tbe 
night  while  asleep,  and  occasionally,  two  or  three  paroxysms  in  a  sin- 
gle month,  generally  severe,  leaving  the  patient  weak,  sore,  sometimes 
bruised,  also  pain  in  head,  and  giddiness. 

Prescribed  quietude  and  good  nourishment. 

B     Hall's  Sol.  Strjchnia,  f  3  iL 
Potassii  Brom.,  giv. 
Aqua,  giv. 

Tea-spoonful  middle  forenoon,  middle  afternoon,  and  bed  time. 
Also,  gave  three  grain  pill  of  iron  by  hydrogen  at  meal  time.  This 
course  was  pursued  carefully  up  to  April,  1868.  She  had  one  fit  March 
3d.  On  the  1st  of  May,  the  pill  and  strychnia  were  omitted,  she  hav- 
ing become  pregnant.  The  potassium  was  continued  in  increased 
doses.  She  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  November  11th,  when  she  was 
delivered  of  a  fine  large  boy — labour  natural,  and  free  from  any  con- 
vulsions. On  the  22d,  being  somewhat  exhausted  with  a  ^bad  breast, 
she  had  an  epileptic  fit,  the  second  in  a  year  and  twelve  days.  From 
this  time,  I  added  the  iron  to  the  treatment.  January  Ist,  1869,  feels 
quite  well,  is  nursing  her  child,  and  continues  treatment. 

There  was  a  peculiarity  in  this  case  worthy  of  note.  She  has  a 
shoulder  which  has  been  dislocated  probably  twenty  times,  by  simply 
raising  the  arm  and  carrying  it  back ;  and  during  the  struggle  of  her 
last  attack,  she  dislocated  the  shoulder.  The  original  dislocation  was 
probably  produced  by  the  same  cause. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


FOUR  CASES  OP  EPILBPSY.  141 

I  report  these  cases,  not  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  causes 
or  pithology  of  epilepsy,  or  to  urge  any  particular  mode  of  treatment ; 
but  to  present  the  simple  practical  facts,  hoping  to  awake  a  deeper 
interest  in  this  sad  disease,  and  to  excite  the  profession  to  a  more  de- 
voted and  careful  study  of  the  causes,  pathology,  prognosis  and  treat- 
ment of  epilepsy.  I  am  fully  aware  that  authors  are  divided  upon  the 
prognosis  of  this  disease ;  that  many  eminent  men  consider  epilepsy 
incnrahle. 

Trousseau  tells  us,  '*  That  in  past  ages  this  disease  was  considered  a 
Konrge  sent  from  the  Almighty,  and  that  nothing  hut  Providential 
ioterference  could  cure  it."  "The  progress  of  science,"  continues  this 
ntkor,  "has  only  slightly  altered  this  state  of  things,  and  epilepsy  is 
BOW  a  days,  generally  quite  as  incurable  as  formerly." 

Prof.  Tardieu  says :  "  There  are  few  diseases  so  severe  and  so  terri- 
ble IS  epilepsy,  and  that  it  is  nearly  always  incurable." 

M.  Romberg  expresses  faith  in  the  curability  of  many  cases. 

M.  Herpin  of  Geneva,  in  his  premium  essay  from  the  French  Insti- 
tute, reports  fifty  cases — one-half  cured  by  medicine. 

Althaus,  Chambers,  Locock  who  was  one  of  the  first  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  use  of  bromide  of  potassium  in  epi- 
lepsy, and  Reynolds,  all  give  us  a  favorable  prognosis,  with  a  hope  of 
enre  in  numerous  cases. 

Watson,  Barlow,  Aitken,  Tanner  and  Sieveking,  give  a  doubtful. 

Brown-Sequard,  Marshall  Hall  and  Schroeder  Van  Der  Kolk,  who 
have  thrown  so  much  light  upon  the  pathology  of  epilepsy,  are  san- 
guine of  cures,  under  their  peculiar  principles  of  treatment. 

I  quote  opinions  only  to  show  that  while  we  are  advancing  in  these 
latter  days,  we  have  gathered  only  a  few  pebbles  on  the  medical  shore, 
wbile  the  great  ocean  lies  beyond,  and  the  study  of  epilepsy  opens  up 
a  field  for  the  medical  student  in  the  future,  worthy  of  the  highest 
effort  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  science. 

If  the  world  should  ever  be  reconstructed,  and  placed  upon  the 
platform  of  that  Noble  Humanity  born  at  Bethlehem,  the  free-offer- 
ings of  individuals  and  States,  would  supply  the  means  to  open  epilep- 
tic hospitals  in  every  part  of  the  land.  Then  we  might  expect  results 
just  as  favorable  and  happy  as  those  which  follow  the  treatment  of  the 
insane  in  our  lunatic  asylums. 
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HOSPITAL  GANGRENE,  AS  IT  APPEARED  AT  THE  CLAY 
AND  CRITTENDEN  U.  S.  A.  GENERAL  HOSPITALS,  AT 
LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY. 


BY  J.   Q.   A.    HUDSON,   M.   D.,   CINCINNATI,   OHIO. 


(CS9ii<MMi«d  frcm  (ki  February  Nnmher.) 

Treatment. — The  methods  of  treatment  of  hospital  gangrene,  vary 
with  different  authors  according  to  the  views  entertained  as  to  its  char- 
acter as  a  general  or  local  disease.  This  is  especially  true  of  some  of 
the  older  writers,  particularly  Hennen,  who  relied  almost  wholly  upon 
general  treatment.  Most  recent  writers,  however,  whatever  may  be 
their  pathological  theory  as  to  its  nature,  place  great  importance  upon 
local  remedies,  and  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  the  success  in 
treatment  is  commensurate  with  the  use  of  energetic  local  remedies. 
Might  not  this  fact  tend  to  confirm  the  doctrine  of  its  local  nature? 

At  Bilbao,  during  the  Peninsular  war,  in  the  summer  of  1813, 
where  Hennen  had  his  observation  and  experience  in  this  disease,  and 
who  treated  it  almost  entirely  by  use  of  general  remedies,  the  fatality 
was  very  great.     {Op,  cit.) 

During  the  same  summer,  in  the  same  campaign,  at  Passage,  the 
disease  was  treated  by  Blackadder,  (also  a  surgeon  in  the  English 
army),  by  the  local  use  of  arsenic  as  a  caustic,  and  with  comparatively 
good  success. 

Local  treatment  was  considered  of  the  first  importance  at  the  Claj 
and  Crittenden  Hospitals,  and  I  think  this  is  true  of  nearly  all  the 
military  hospitals  in  the  west  and  south-west  where  the  disease  pre- 
vailed. 

The  principal  local  remedies  used  were,  bromine,  sol.  permangan- 
ate of  potassa,  and  nitric  acid.  The  first  two  named  were  the  agents 
mostly  used;  but  our  main  remedy  was  bromine. 

It  was  first  introduced  as  a  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  hospital 
gangrene  and  erysipelas,  by  M.  Goldsmith,  Surg.  U.  S.  Y.  It  was  used 
at  first  by  reducing  its  strength,  mixing  it  with  water,  by  the  aid  of 
bromide  of  potassium.  It  was  afterwards  found  that  in  hospital  gan- 
grene, the  pure  bromine  was  much  more  effectual,  and  those  who  had 
used  it  both  pure  and  diluted,  preferred  the  former  in  most  cases,  espe- 
cially for  the  first  application.  It  was  used  in  the  following  manner. 
I  shall  give  the  details  quite  full,  as  many  do  not  seem  fully  to  under- 
stand the  manner  in  which  it  was  applied,  notwithstanding  the  numer- 
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OOB  articles  in  the  medical  journals  relative  to  its  use,  since  its  intro- 
duction : 

If  there  is  much  extent  of  the  gangrene,  it  is  necessary  to  put  the 
patient  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  Then,  by  the  aid  of  the 
forceps,  carved  scissors  and  scalpel,  the  dead  gangrene  is  wholly  re- 
moved, taking  it  all  away  down  to  the  living  part.  The  integument 
along  the  margin  of  the  wound  should  be  everted  and  the  dead  areo- 
lar tiBsae  cut  away.  Sometimes  it  will  be  necessary  to  slit  up  the  skin 
at  one  or  more  points,  to  have  better  access  to  the  dead  fascia  beneath 
it  Where  there  are  extensive  sinuses  formed  along  the  course  of  the 
araseles  and  vessels,  it  is  generally  not  advisable  to  cut  the  skin  and 
deep  fascia,  and  expose  the  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  limb;  but  as 
much  of  the  gangrene  as  can  be  reached,  should  be  taken  away,  and 
the  rest  left  to  the  action  of  the  bromine. 

It  may  be  advisable  in  sopie  cases,  to  make  quite  extensive  incis- 
ion, exposing  the  parts  beneath.  It  is  dif&cult  to  give  rules  for  this, 
and  much  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  surgeon  in  each  par- 
ticular case. 

After  the  removal  of  the  gangrene,  the  bleeding  should  be  stopped 
^j  the  application  of  cold  water  and  the  pressure  of  the  sponge.  In 
order  that  the  bromine  may  act  more  effectually,  the  bleeding  must 
be  stopped  and  the  surface  made  as  dry  as  can  be.  A  free  use  of 
cold  water,  alternately  with  the  pressure  of  the  sponge,  will  soon 
eheck  the  hemorrhage.  When  this  is  done,  an  assistant  should  hold 
the  sponge  firmly  pressed  upon  the  part  until  the  very  moment  that 
the  surgeon  applies  the  bromine. 

This  is  applied  by  means  of  a  small  bit  of  sponge  fastened  on  the 
cad  of  a  probang,  and  the  application  should  be  made  rapidly  and  thor- 
oughly to  the  whole  surface.  The  wound  is  then  to  be  instantly  filled 
witii  lint  and  the  whole  covered  with  oiled  silk.  Bandages  or  other 
Beans  are  then  used  to  retain  the  dressing. 

The  irritating  effect  of  bromine  vapor  upon  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  air  passages  should  be  obviated  as  much  as  possible,  by  prevent- 
iagits  diffusion  around  the  patient  and  attendants.  This  is  best  done 
by  having  the  bromine  in  a  large-mouthed  glass  vessel,  which  one  of 
tb  assistants  should  keep  closely  covered  with  a  bit  of  glass,  except 
when  the  surgeon  is  charging  his  sponge.  The  prompt  application  of 
tbe  oiled  silk  confines  the  vapor  to  the  wounded  part. 

The  surgeon  should  guard  against  filling  the  sponge  upon  the  pro- 
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bang  with  an  excess  of  bromine,  so  that  it  will  not  dribble  or  drop  in 
passing  it  from  the  vessel  to  the  wound. 

The  sponge  should  be  firmlj  tied  upon  the  probang  with  thread  or 
twine,  thoroughly  waxed,  otherwise  the  bromine  will  destroy  the  thread 
and  the  sponge  come  off. 

When  sinuses  exist  which  have  not  been  opened,  the  bromine  may 
be  applied  by  pushing  the  sponge  charged  with  it  into  them,  or  a  solu- 
tion of  bromine  may  be  injected  into  them.  Before  doing  this,  it  will 
be  necessary,  by  careful  examination,  to  ascertain  the  size  and  direc- 
tion of  the  sinuses,  and  there  should  be  a  full  supply  of  probangs,  large 
and  small,  with  sponges  attached  according  to  size,  so  that  the  surgeon 
may  select,  to  suit  the  dimensions  and  direction  of  the  sinuses.  A 
solution  of  bromine,  made  by  dissolving  one  hundred  and  sixty  grains 
of  bromide  of  potassium  in  three  ounces  of  water,  and  adding  one 
ounce  of  bromine,  may  be  used  in  the  sinuses  in  place  of  the  pure 
bromine.  If,  however,  the  sinuses  are  of  easy  accesd,  so  that  the  pro- 
bang  can  be  introduced  and  withdrawn  easily,  the  pure  bromine  is 
preferable. 

Where  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  large  joints  of  a  limb  is  de- 
stroyed, it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  counter  opening  and  pass  a  di- 
lute solution  of  bromine  by  means  of  a  syringe  through  the  sinuses  of 
the  limb,  washing  out  the  dead  matter,  and  producing  a  change  in  the 
action  of  the  part. 

It  is  neither  practicable  nor  judicious  to  produce  the  caustic  action 
throughout  the  whole  interior  of  the  limb,  when  the  inter-muscular 
fasciae  is  destroyed ;  but  a  high  degree  of  stimulation  may  be  pro- 
duced by  injecting  a  solution  of  suitable  strength,  and  the  decomposi- 
tion of  the  slough  be  checked. 

We  had  several  cases  of  this  kind,  only  two  of  which  survived. 
One,  a  sergeant,  of  strong  constitution,  from  Posey  county,  Indiana, 
had  a  gun-shot  wound  at  the  upper  part  of  right  leg,  about  three 
inches  below  the  upper  extremity  of  the  fibula.  The  ball  fractured 
the  fibula,  and  passed  out  on  the  inner  and  back  part  of  the  fleshy 
part  of  the  leg. 

The  gangrene  destroyed  all  the  areolar  tissue  below  the  wound 
down  to  the  ankle  joint.  There  was  great  swelling  of  the  leg.  An 
opening  was  made  at  the  inner  border  of  the  tendo  Achilles,  near  the 
ankle,  and  injections  were  passed  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  opening. 
The  parts  were  washed  out  twice  every  twenty -four  hours,  first  with 
tepid  water  and  lastly  with  a  weak  solution  of  bromine — ^about  one- 
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lutlf  IB  ouBce  of  the  above  solution  to  two  quarts  of  water.  The  dead 
areolar  tissue  and  accumulated  matters  were  freely  discharged,  and  the 
nreUiag,  in  time,  subsided,  when  the  leg  was  kept  firmly  bandaged,  the 
openings  kept  patent,  the  ^injections  continued,  the  gangrene  firmly 
endicated,  and  the  patient  removed  from  our  ward. 

Baring  all  his  stay  in  the  gangrene  ward,  he  had  very  little  general 
trouble.  Daring  the  time  of  the  full  action  of  the  disease  in  the  leg, 
wlien  the  swelling  was  at  its  greatest  and  before  the  counter-opening 
was  made,  he  had  some  fever,  poor  appetite,  &c.,  but  soon  after  the 
counter  opening  was  made  and  the  discharges  became  free,  the  swell - 
iog  snbfiided,  and  with  it  vanished  the  general  trouble. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  in  what  state  the  muscles  of  the 
limb  were  after  complete  recovery  in  this  case.  This  I  am  unable  to 
give,  aa  the  sergeant  went  home  on  a  furlough,  and  I  lost  sight  of  him. 

In  a  case  like  this,  it  would  be  unwise  to  lay  open  the  whole  limb  and 
tpplj  to  the  whole  gangrene  surface  the  pure  bromine.  If  the  patient 
his  sufficient  power  of  resistance  to  the  disease,  he  may  live  through  it 
with  the  little  aid  the  surgeon  can  give  him  as  above  directed.  Few 
eoDstitntions  have  this  power. 

Aa  before  stated,  when  the  sinus  is  not  of  any  very  great  extent, 
tnd  easy  of  access,  it  is  better  to  apply  the  pure  bromine  to  it. 

In  its  local  action,  bromine  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  escharotics 
known.  It  instantly  destroys  the  surface  of  the  part  to  which  it  is 
applied,  producing  a  thin  superficial  eschar  of  a  yellowish-brown  color. 
If  there  be  little  or  no  bleeding  at  the  time  of  its  application,  it  will 
be  of  a  yellowish -white  color.  It  coagulates  the  albumen  of  the  tis- 
sves.  In  the  rapidity  and  completeness  of  its  action,  it  is  probably 
Bot  surpassed  even  by  the  actual  cautery.  The  burning  pain  it  causes, 
■oon  passes  away.  The  most  important  feature  of  its  action  is,  that 
the  eachar  it  produces  is  thin  and  superficial,  and  soon  separates  from 
the  living  parts.  In  this  respect,  it  differs  from  many  other  eschar- 
otics, such  as  potassa  fusa  and  nitric  acid,  (unless  the  acid  is  perfectly 
pure  and  of  the  proper  strength),  the  eschar  produced  by  these  agents 
tt  generally  thicker  and  more  slow  of  separation. 

The  treatment  subsequent  to  the  application  of  the  bromine,  is 
■unple.  The  eschar  generally  separates  in  from  one  to  three  days, 
the  time  rarely  extending  beyond  forty-eight  hours,  and  in  most  cases 
ksTea  a  clean  healthy  surface,  free  from  the  disease.  There  may  be, 
Werer,  in  a  few  cases,  one  or  more  points  left  with  the  disease  upon 

*Plm  Ik*  Utttr  pMTt  ot  the  tnatmant  In  tkis  cam,  a  w«ak  •olotioa  of  fMrmangaiwta  of 

*"*>■»««  and  ia  pteo*  of  bromlM  •olntlMi. 
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them,  and  requiring  another  application  of  the  bromine  or  its  solution. 
When  these  patches  are  found  after  the  separation  of  the  eschar,  they 
«re  mostly  thin  and  superficial,  and  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  cut 
away  the  diseased  surface  before  using  the  bromine. 

If  the  gangrene  patches  are  small  and  the  other  parte  of  the  wound 
begin  to  put  on  healthy  action,  the  application  of  the  bron^ine  solution 
may  be  sufficient  to  check  the  morbid  action  and  promote  a  separation 
of  the  slough. 

Should  there  remain  a  large  patch  of  gangrene,  it  may  be  proper 
to  apply  the  pure  bromine,  and  if  it  be  of  much  thickness,  it  sboald 
be  cut  away  and  the  bromine  then  applied,  being  cautious  to  limit  its 
use  to  the  location  of  the  disease,  and  not  to  produce  an  eschar  on  the 
healthy  surface.* 

A  frequent  characteristic  of  gangrene  wounds  is  a  torpid,  sluggish 
vital  action.  In  these  cases,  the  eschar  separates  very  slowly,  and  the 
wound  is  slow  to  take  on  healthy  action.  Then  it  is  necessary  to  use 
some  stimulating  appUcation  to  rouse  the  languid  vitality  and  aid  in 
separating  the  eschar.  The  solution  of  permanganate  of  potassa,  was 
found  just  the  desired  article  to  meet  this  indication. 

In  every  case  during  the  existence  of  gangrene  in  the  wound,  a 
Bolution  of  greater  or  less  strength  was  daily  used  just  previous  to 
reapplying  the  dressing  to  the  wound. 

If  the  wound  was  doing  well  and  the  eschar  separating  finely,  the 
solution  was  weak,  say  a  table-spoonful  to  a  quart  of  water,  or  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  produce  a  mild  stimulation* 

When  there  seemed  to  be  much  local  inactivity,  the  strength  of  the 
solution  was  increased  so  as  to  cause  considerable  pain  and  irritation. 

The  effect  of  ihe  solution  in  destroying  the  fetor  and  disinfecting 
the  slough,  is  an  item  of  no  small  value  in  its  use. 

It  is  not  essential  in  every  case  of  gangrene,  that  the  diseased  part 
be  cut  away.  If  the  wound  be  of  limited  extent  and  there  exists  little 
or  no  constitutional  trouble — if  the  slough  be  thin — the  application  of 
the  bromine  may  suffice  to  destroy  the  disease  and  insure  a  separation 
of  the  slough.  If,  however,  the  wound  be  large  or  the  system  be 
much  affected,  the  gangrene  should  be  carefully  cut  away  and  the 
bromine  applied  to  the  living  parts. 

As  regards  the  use  of  nitric  acid,  our  experience  is  too  limited 
to  speak  from  actual  observation.     The  bromine  and  solution  of  per- 

*Dr.  Ooldsmith  cautions  against  ths  too  frsquent  application  of  bromine.  After  the  eepar- 
mtloB  of  the  eloogh,  if  email  patchee  of  gangrene  remain,  the  application  of  eolntion  of  penman* 
«anate  of  potaaea,  of  the  fall  strength,  as  furnished  by  the  Med.  Dep.  of  the  Army,  is  often  lufictent 
%o  destroy  the  remains  of  the  €' 
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nunganate  of  potash  Beemed  to  act  so  mucli  more  Buccessfully  than  the 
mtric  acid  had  previously  been  known  to  do,  that  there  was  no  desire  • 
to  experiment  with  the  latter.  For  three  days  time,  however,  we  were 
out  of  bromine,  the  supply  being  temporarily  exhausted,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  use  nitric  acid  in  its  place.  Its  action  was  not  satisfactory. 
It  wu  used  in  three  cases  only.  In  all,  the  slough  was  longer  in  sep- 
arating, and  in  two,  the  gangrene  was  not  destroyed,  and  bromine  had 
to  be  used  subsequently.  I  ascribe  these  unsatisfactory  results,  as  due, 
ia  a  great  measiiTe,  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  acid  used.  It  was 
neither  pure  nor  of  full  strength.  From  the  statements  of  many  ex- 
perieoced  writers,  some  of  them  of  recent  date,  I  should  have  confi- 
dence in  the  success  of  the  judicious  use  of  nitric  acid  of  proper 
strength  and  purity  on  hospital  gangrene ;  yet  comparative  results  are 
more  favorable  to  bromine. 

Some  form  of  application  to  the  diseased  part,  capable  of  destroy- 
ing a  portion  of  the  sound  flesh  in  immediate  contact  with  the  gan- 
grene, has  long  been  the  practice  of  all  who  believe  the  disease  to  be 
a  loeal  poison,  and  even  of  some  of  those  who  consider  the  malady 
constitutional. 

The  actual  cautery  is  an  old  and  favorite  remedy  with  the  French 
surgeons.  A  national  prejudice  foolishly  forbids  its  use  by  the  £ng- 
tisb.  I  should  judge  this  to  be  an  effectual  agent,  and  would  have 
more  confidence  in  it  than  any  other  next  to  bromine.  Its  use  in  hos- 
pital gangrene  has  recently  been  revived  by  a  German  physician. 

Artenic  was  first  applied  by  Blackadder,  in  1813,  and  since  then, 
oceasional  instances  are  given  in  medical  journals  of  its  use,  and  it  is 
generally  recommended  by  those  who  have  tried  it.  The  reports  of 
its  use  are  quite  favorable,  but  the  fear  of  its  poisonous  action  upon 
Ae  system  by  absorption,  has  probably  deterred  many  from  using  it. 

OUric  acid,  nUrate  of  silver ^  chloride  of  zinc,  chloride  <^  antimony, 
fotaua  fiua,  ndphate  of  copper,  have  all  been  more  or  less  used  as 
eanstics  in  thift  disease. 

But  little  need  be  said  upon  general  treatment  The  ordinary  prin- 
ciples of  practice  were  observed.  As  stated  at  the  commencement  of 
^  article,  strict  attention  was  given  to  cleanliness  of  patients,  bed- 
&g,  clothes,  ward,  &c.,  &c.  Fresh  air  was  bountifully  supplied.  An 
abundance  of  nourishing,  digestible  food  was  furnished.  A  large  num- 
W  needed  only  hygienic  care.  No  medicine  was  given  unless  some 
syrtemic  disturbance  existed. 

When  there  was  much  debility,  a  sustaining  course  was  adopted. 

01) 
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Quinin&«iid  opium,  whisky,  milk  punch,  ale,  wine,  &c.,  &c.,  were  giTen, 
according  to  present  condition  and  previous  habits  of  the  patient.  We 
did  not  (as  we  have  seen  done)  simply  because  the  patient  had  hos- 
pital gangrene,  dose  him  with  quinine  or  keep  him  fuddled  on  milk 
punch  or  whisky. 

When  there  was  decided  debility,  we  gave  alcoholic  stimulants  in 
some  form,  if  they  a^eed  with  the  patient  and  were  tcell  home. 

No  writer,  as  yet,  has  been  able  to  give  infallible  rules  for  the 
administration  of  alcoholic  stimulants  in  disease.  In  many  cases  in 
which  there  seem  to  be  strong  indications  for  their  use,  yet,  upon  trial, 
either  in  large  or  small  quantities,  they  are  found  to  entirely  disagree 
with  the  patient  and  do  harm  instead  of  good. 

I  have  for  a  long  time  been  accustomed  in  those  cases  in  which  I 
deemed  stimulants  advisable,  to  administer  them  cautiously  at  first, 
and  be  governed  in  their  subsequent  use  by  their  effects  in  each  par* 
ticular  case. 

I  have  been  the  unwilling  and  silent  observer  of  the  injurious  ad- 
ministration of  whisky,  or  punch,  or  wine,  or  ale,  simply  because  the 
patient  was  said  to  have  typhoid  fever,  or  typho-marial  fever,  or  hos- 
pital gangrene. 

Any  medical  philosopher  who  will  establish  reliable  rules  for  the 
use  of  alcoholic  stimulants  in  disease,  without  previou$  experiment  in 
each  catCf  will  deservedly  receive  the  encomiums  of  the  profession. 


INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  VOCAL  CHOKDS— PATHOLOOI- 
CAL  ALTERATIONS.       

TranaUted  from  the  Oermui  of  Prof.  Lndwlg  Turck,  of  Vienna, 
BT   TH08.    C.    HENRT,    M.    D.,    CINCINNATI,    OHIO. 


Contraction  of  the  vocal  chords  can  be  caused  through  disease  of 
the  brain  and  spinal  column.  Till  of  lat«,  but  few  very  peculiar  cases 
of  this  nature  have  been  reported.  Oibb  avers  that  in  some  recent 
cases  of  hemiplegia  passed  by,  inflammation  of  the^vocal  chords  of  the 
side  of  the  portion  affected  has  been  observed  to  take  place.  Also, 
through  the  so-called  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  can  inflammation 
of  the  vocal  chords  occur,  of  which  I  have  myself  had  a  case.  There 
is  known  to  be  a  disease  of  the  motor  nerves  of  the  larynx  founded 
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upon  inflammatioii  of  the  vocal  chords.  It  is  currently  known  that 
Bischof  has  called  attention  to  it — stating  that  by  the  diyision  of  the 
root  of  the  nervus  accessorius  in  the  interior  of  the  brain,  the  voice 
becomes  entirely  lost.  He  observed  that  this  was  owing  to  the  division 
of  the  recurrent  nerve  of  the  vagus,  from  the  left,  as  we  know  numer- 
ou  filaments  of  the  nervus  accessorius  run  off.  It  is  maintained  that 
from  the  recurrent  nervus  vagus  to  the  muscles  of  the  larynx,  still 
other  fibres  concerned  in  motion  are  included,  and,  also,  of  the  crico- 
thyroydei — the  extension  of  the  vocal  chords,  separately  and  alone, 
from  the  nervus  laryngeus  superior  can  be  seen.  One  case  of  mine, 
with  fatty  degeneration  of  the  muscles  of  the  larynx,  apparently  not 
long  ago,  having  been  under  my  charge,  proved  to  me  that  this  last 
statement  is  not  altogether  correct.  By  means  of  physiological  expe- 
rimentB,  instituted  with  relation  to  this  subject,  for  the  most  part  da- 
ting prtor  to  the  discovery  of  laryngoscopy,  recording  observations — ^in 
esse  of  diseases  affecting  nervous  (or  dependent  upon  nervous  irrita- 
tion), with  consecutive  hoarseness  or  laxness  of  vocal  chords.  I  will 
relate  a  case  in  point — ^relating  to  my  experience  in  a  case  of  com- 
pression of  both  nervi  accessorii  in  the  foramen  lacerum.  This  case 
ippertains  to  a  man  of  thirty-one  years  of  age,  who,  for  two  years 
past,  suffered  with  pain  in  both  sides  of  the  larynx,  and  double  vision, 
and  since  then  severe  and  permanent  paralysis  of  the  tongue,  and 
spasms— evident  at  the  period  of  his  admittance  into  hospital — one 
year  before  his  death.  Difficulty  of  speech  was  another  symptom,  and 
atrophy  of  the  entire  tongue,  hoarseness  without  catarrh,  which  latter 
increased  up  to  the  period  of  his  death — surely  denoting  disease  (as 
an  appearance  of  cancerous  infiltration  on  section  proved,)  some  part 
of  the  breast  and  a  portion  of  the  skin  of  both  temples — so  both  con- 
dyles of  the  occiput;  the  latter  with  a  considerable  swelling  in  addi- 
tion. Both  the  hypoglossal  nerves  in  the  transit  through  the  bony  fora- 
Bttn,  were  in  a  condition  of  degeneration  on  account  of  disease. 
Throagh  the  cancerous  infiltration  there  was  connection  between  the 
condyles  of  the  occiput  and  the  two  corpora  pyramidalia  apparent. 
Throagh  that  passed  the  foramen  lacerum  on  both  sides  together,  and 
both  nervi  accessorii  were  under  the  free  side  of  the  upper  segments 
«f  the  fascicles,  in  a  state  of  compression  by  this  foramen.  So  that  at 
this  point  there  was  very  evident  degeneration  recognised,  by  which 
means  the  modified  hoarseness  resulted  in  the  laryngeal  affection.  (Those 
muscles  were  not  examined.)     The  extremity  of  the  corpora  pyrami- 
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dalia  were  swollen  yery  uneqDally  on  account  of  deprivation  of  nutri- 
tion— nervuB  trigeminus  degenerated.* 

Still  again,  some  cases  of  injury  of  the  substance  of  the  yagus 
nerve  in  the  neck,  caused  by  swellings  of  the  glands,  cancer,  aneurism 
of  the  carotid,  or  scrofula,  are  spoken  of  by  Friedreich  as  taking  place. 
Beside,  in  this  connection,  belongs  apparent  injury  of  the  recurrens 
nerves.  Both  nervi  recurrentes  come  off  usually  from  the  main  por- 
tion of  the  vagus,  the  right  short  division  turns  around  the  arteria  sub- 
clava  dextra,  and  from  its  place  of  origin  around  backwards  to  the 
left  deep  concave  portion  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  from  thence  both 
pass  between  furrow  caused,  or  the  inter-space  formed  by  the  trachea 
and  the  oesophagus,  then  upwards  to  the  larynx.  The  nervi  recurrentes 
can  from  this  point  lose  their  faculty  of  conduction  by  aneurism  of 
the  arch  of  the  aorta — perhaps,  also,  of  the  right  arteria  subclaya. 
and  from  chronic  inflammation,  as  is  admitted  by  laceration  or*  disor- 
ganization, and,  as  I  have  observed,  through  compression  without  dis- 
organization, (see  Consecutive  Stenosis  of  the  trachea),  through  an 
apparent  compression  of  the  swollen  glands,  as  verified  (Gerhart) 
through  the  sinking  of  the  nerves  in  cancer-swellings  or  indurations, 
especially  the  glands  of  the  neck  in  tuberculous  degeneration  of  lym- 
phatics. I  have  determined  by  observation,  in  cases  of  tumors  of  the 
glands,  on  three  several  occasions  in  which  were  tumors  of  the  neck 
extending  under  the  clavicle,  with  evidence  of  lymphatic  degenera- 
tion, tuberoulous  in  its  nature,  with  unmistakable  tubercles  degenerated, 
indicating  a  tumor  with  inflammation  of  the  vocal  chord  on  the  same 
side. 

In  the  fouvth  case,  being  the  last  in  the  designated  locality  found 
in  the  left  cavity  of  the  chest,  viz :  the  upper  lobes  of  the  lung,  taken 
hold  of  by  the  cancerous  swelling.  Lastly,  it  is  allowed  that  the  con- 
ductibility  of  Ihe  laryngeal  motor  nerves,  viz:  the  accessorii,  from 
their  exit  from  their  forasften  in  the  skull,  also,  in  some  cases  substan- 
tially, or  by  itself  by  transplanted  meningeal  inflammation,  plainly, 
so  as  that  by  the  nerves  of  the  skull,  and  by  the  spinal  marrow,  other 
nerve-roots  were  found.  By  peirpheral  degeneration  of  the  nervua 
recurrens  it  is  often  atrophied.  Huguier  had,  in  1834,  a  case  in  which 
was  aneurism  of  the  aorta  and  atrophy  of  the  left  nervus  recurrens 
had  been  caused. 

Brenton  saw,  in  1852,  the  two  left  nervi  recurrentes  for  one  and  one- 

*  Torek,  oommniiicatioiii  oonoeraiog  diMMM  of  tlie  nenrM  of  the  bnia. 
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liaif  inches  in  extent,  affected  with  an  aneurism  of  the  arch  of  the 
aorta.  Their  tissue  exhibited  a  striking  alteration  and  fatty  degenera- 
tion, according  to  his  statement.  I  haye  noticed  the  same  in  my  cases 
of  Ute.  In  front  of  the  entrance  to  this  fluctuating  swelling,  already 
alluded  to,  its  point  of  exit,  the  appearance  viewed  by  the  microscope 
vas  normal,  that  is  to  say,  between  the  swelling  and  the  larynx,  was 
an  atrophied  condition  apparently,  with  diminution  in  size  or  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  nerve  tissue. 

There  are  still  other  cases  which  might  be  alluded  to,  in  which  un- 
doubted disease  of  the  central  nervous  system,  or  of  the  motor  nerves  of 
Uie  larynx  are  at  the  base  of  the  disturbance.  To  speak  of  them 
would  not  throw  any  further  light  on  the  matter,  as  far  as  the  na« 
tore  of  the  inducing  cause  is  concerned.  In  this  connection,  also, 
belong  eases  of  undoubted  tables,  cases  of  progressive  muscular  atro- 
phy. As  one  such  has  been  noticed  by  G-erhardt  and  myself;  other 
eases  in  which,  together  with  paralysis  of  the  vocal  chords,  the  same 
condition  attending  other  nerves  controlling  motion,  that  of  diph- 
theria is  obscure.  Independent  paralysis  of  the  vocal  chords  with 
paralysis  of  the  soft  palate,  of  which  I,  in  the  first  place,  and  subse- 
quently Gerliardt  has  alluded  to  form  other  cases.  Although  the  mus- 
eks  of  ihe  soft  palate,  also  those  of  the  vocal  chords,  likewise  those 
of  the  aocessorious  were  innervated ;  much  in  that  condition  at  all 
events,  judging  by  other  causes,  previously  happening — still,  in  one  of 
my  plainly  diagnosed  cases,  when  severe  paralysis  of  the  palate  was 
present  with  unsymmetrical  movements,  and  degradation  of  the  tissues  tff 
the  reeorrent  nervus  vagus — there  being,  as  will  be  supposed,  hemi- 
plegia at  the  time  (of  the  chords.)  In  this  case,  it  was  ascertained 
that  after  decease— the  parts  being  examined — a  small  twig  of  the  re- 
eorrent was  given  off  through  the  muscles  of  the  palate.  A  similar 
ease,  happening  subsequently,  it  was  noticed  that  with  paralysis  of  the 
Toeal  chords,  there  was  paralytic  dysphagia,  on  account  of  imperfect 
elosure  of  the  glottis,  limited,  dependent  action  not  to  be  mistaken. 
In  the  plain  usual  kind  of  cases — is  such  consecutive  atrophy  in  the 
ihres  of  the  constrictor  pharyngeus  inferior  apparent  that  it  causes 
loon  wasting  of  the  substance  of  the  recurrens  nervus  vagus,  and  dys- 
phagia, consequently. 

The  atrophy  of  the  paralyzed  muscles  of  the  vocal  chords,  must 
he  by  the  compression  of  a  vagus  nerve  or  a  recurrens,  inducing  a  so- 
eailed  snorting  or  barking  sound,  which  has  been  compared  to  the  whin- 
nying of  a  horse,  or  the  whining  of  a  dog,    Brenton  alludes  to  it  as 
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occurring  with  some  of  his  cases  lately.  It  is  a  compression  of  the 
air- vesicles  of  the  lungs,  so  affecting  the  respiration.  I,  myself,  haye, 
in  a  late  case,  likewise  a  case  of  decline  of  peripheral  ailment  of  the 
recurrens  nerve,  found  a  similar  condition,  by  laryngo-scopical  exami- 
nation— noticed  left-sided  paralysis  of  the  vocal  chords  existing.  At 
this  time  I  found  the  muscular  crico  antenoidees  posterior  and  lat- 
eralis, also  filaments  of  the  thyro-arytenoideus  externus  of  the  two 
sides  pale  yellowish  red,  and  in  a  decided  state  of  atrophy.  By  micro- 
scopical investigation,  a  streaked  appearance  of  the  transverse  diame- 
ter of  the  throat  generally  seemed  to  constitute  the  ailment,  or  was 
only  here  and  there  indicated  to  be  partly  obliterated.  In  addition, 
there  was  a  slight  degree  of  atrophy  occurring  in  the  case  of  both  cri- 
co-ihyroie  muscles — very  considerable  degeneration,  with  appearances 
of  paleness,  yet  both  thyro -arytenoid  were  not  colored  yellow  (proper 
muscles  of  the  vocal  chords.)  The  atrophy  was  caused  by  the  caving 
out  of  the  unadjusted  larynx — and  both  the  vocal  chords,  from  in- 
specting them  above,  standing  or  remaining,  symmetrical  in  a  cross- 
wise light  to  the  naked  eye,  the  ulcerated  free  side  being  plainly  seen. 
And  then,  indeed,  in  that  ulcerated  portion  under  the  musculi  aryt- 
enoideus  transversus  and  obliqui,  was  recognised  but  little  atrophy, 
evidently.  The  musculi  ary-eppiglotiidei  were  only  much  weakened 
on  both  sides.  The  left  nervus  laryngeus  superior,  microscopically 
viewed,  usually  normal.  G^rhardt  met  with  a  similar  case.  I  have 
yet,  in  some  other  cases,  noticed  the  same  condition  of  things.  The 
condition  of  musculus  cricothyroydeus  in  the  cases  just  last  alluded  to, 
proved  the  same,  viz :  atrophied.  That  which  in  a  more  recent  period 
was  stated,  maintained  of  the  nervus  laryngeus  superior,  is  inferred 
was  not  true;  at  all  events,  it  must  be  nourished  by  a  considerable 
number  of  fibres  through  the  recurrens. 

I  had,  also,  an  opportunity  to  pass  judgment  in  a  case  of  atrophy 
of  the  same  laryngeal  muscles,  with  an  equal  degree  of  intensity  of 
ailment  as  in  the  foregoing  cases,  in  which  the  corresponding  nervus 
recurrens,  as,  also,  the  nervus  laryngeus  superior  healed  entirely  nor- 
mally.  Besides  the  vessels  were  normal,  except  upon  the  diseased 
side,  somewhat  atrophied. 

These  former  cases  of  mine,  of  peripheral  disease  of  the  nerve  re- 
currens were  exemplified  in  the  case  of  a  man  of  forty-six  years  of 
age.  In  1846,  with  a  chancre,  accompanied  by  a  severe  syphilitic 
affection  on  its  heels,  soon  after  swelling  on  the  shin-bone.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1860,  he  was  barely  improved  during  the  night,  and  remained 
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and  the  eacceeding  year,  affected  with  severe  hoarseness.  First,  (it  may 
be,)  IB  the  spring  of  1863,  there  appeared  to  a  diminution  of  the  hoarse- 
ness, co-existent  with  the  looseness  of  the  vocal  chords,  also  de- 
cided paralysis,  also,  in  the  muscles  of  the  legs,  beside  doable  vision 
to  a  certain  extent,  continuing  until  the  year  1863.  There  was  insuffi-  . 
cieDcy  of  the  aortic  valves,  and  of  the  left  arteria  subclava — there  be- 
ing scarcely  a  sign  of  pulsation.  Circulation  had  been  carried  on 
through  the  collateral  branches,  the  axillary  artery,  and  also  the  rad- 
ial seemed  to  carry  on  a  normal  circulation.  The  left  true  vocal  chord 
was  perceived  in  a  state  of  action  by  the  seventh  July,  1863,  and 
since  repeated  examination  in  the  median  line,  and  on  the  side  ap- 
proaching the  median  line,  together  with  the  corresponding  arytenoid 
cartilages,  only  partial  motion  could  be  induced. 

The  fourteenth  September,  1864,  death  ensued.  The  nature  of  the 
fkalsy  of  the  vocal  chords  was  apparent,  more  particularly,  in  the  up- 
per portion  of  the  nervus  accessorius  or  its  place  of  origin,  or  enough 
ao,  without  investigation  in  the  central  nervous  system. 

In  regard  to  this  case  of  disease,  constant  formication,  and  imper- 
fect anaesthesia,  and  in  the  entire  body,  or  both  sides,  was  indicated. 
Unfortunately  the  examination  of  the  brain  and  spinal  chord  was  post- 
poned to  such  an  extent  that  no  thorough  examination  could  be  made. 

In  the  first  of  the  cases  quoted,  it  seems,  as  it  is  mentioned,  that 
the  atrophy  of  the  musculus  crycoideus  internus,  by  inspection  from 
above  of  the  free  sides  was  plainly  seen. 

One  can,  laryngoscopio  examination  of  the  palsy  of  the  vocal 
chords,  atrophy  of  the  chords  in  some  cases,  and  so  on,  detect  an  ex- 
cavation on  the  inner  sides  of  the  throat,  somewhat  curved  in  shape, 
appearing  like  the  curve  of  a  sickle.  This  excavation,  which  we  see 
at  times  in  the  cadaver,  upon  section,  being  of  no  great  extent,  is  no 
proof  of  atrophy.  In  this  present  day,  such  a  case  of  irregular  ulcer- 
ation, with  impaired  mobility  of  the  vocal  chords,  in  the  case  of  a  per- 
son affected  with  syphilitic  atrophy  of  the  vocal  chords,  would  not 
be  taken  notice  of. 

The  atrophy  of  the  muscles  of  the  vocal  chords,  or  rather  with 
the  muscles  connected  with  them,  can  not  yet  be  inferred  in  all  cases 
by  pathological  anatomical  researches.  In  cases,  also,  not  old,  of  the 
periphery,  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  disease  of  the  left  recur- 
rent nerve,  even  when  sought  for  in  the  cadaver.  The  first  laryngo- 
•eopie  examination  gave  us  the  true  form  of  the  appearance  of  paraly- 
sis of  the  vocal  chords,  and  never  before  the  time  of  the  invention  of 
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the  laryngoscope.  It  alone  can  exhibit  both  double  and  single  paralj- 
sis  of  the  vocal  chords,  to  each  form  of  which  we  can,  now,  lend  a 
skilled  hand.  

Nora  BT  Tbanblatok.— There  are  well-eiUbliflhod  points  of  anatomy  and  physiology  in  re- 
gard to  theae  lax7ngeal  nerrea. 

The  larrngeos,  snperlor  and  recnrrent,  formed  of  motor  elements  derived  from  the  ragoa 
aocessory  and  the  sympathetic,  go  to  the  larynx  on  each  side,  from  above  and  beneath. 

The  recurrent  is  chiefly  a  motor  nerre,  concerned  in  the  mechanism  of  respiration. 

The  superior  laryngeal  supplies  the  cryco  thyroid  muscles. 

Dilatation  of  the  glottis  is  caused  by  the  posterior  crico  arytenoid  muscle. 

Contraction,  by  the  two  transTerse  and  oblique  muscles  aryetenofdei. 

Tension  and  elongation  of  Tocal  chords  occur  through  cryco  thyroid  muscles,  by  meana  of 
the  ennerration  of  the  superior  laryngeus. 

Tension  and  shortening  through  the  lateial  thyroid— edges  of  vocal  chorda— approximated  by 
the  innervation  of  the  recurrent  luyngeal. 


SPASMODIC  COUGH. 


In  this  connection,  we  should  allude  to  spasmodic  cough,  which 
occurs  not  unfrequently  and  much  to  the  disturbance  of  innervation, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  larynx.  Mandl  has  directed  atten- 
tion to  this,  and  described  the  symptoms  and  appearance.  It  is  of 
the  nature  of  a  quick  and  irresistible,  rapidly  succeeding  one  another, 
succession  of  short,  violent  fits  of  coughing,  like  barking  in  a  deep 
tone,  with  apparent  spasm  throughout  the  whole  entire  larynx,  trachea 
and  bronchi.  A  case  which  occurred  in  my  practice,  happened  to  be 
a  youthfiil  woman,  neither  hysterical  nor  to  be  considered  of  a  spe- 
cially nervous  temperament. 

The  attack  comes  on  mostly  very  irregularly,  often  during  the  day. 
The  intervals  of  coughing  vary  in  length  of  time  of  occurrence,  and 
like  a  double  cough,  so  rapidly  do  the  spasms  succeed  one  another. 
This  case  of  mine  exhibits  the  typical  condition  to  which  Mandl  calls 
attention.  The  affection  is,  according  to  my  observation,  a  very  stub- 
born one,  thwarting  the  various  methods  of  inhalation,  narcotic  anti- 
typic,  so-called  nervines,  emetic  means,  cold  water  cure  and  cod  liver 
oil. 

The  fourth  in  particular,  of  my  cases  observed,  occurred  three 
times — young  women  of  nine,  eleven  and  fourteen  years.  In  case  of 
the  one  nine  years  of  age,  proved  typically  fatal. 

Upon  one  evening,  the  fourth  case  happened  in  a  nineteen  years 
old,  strong  young  man,  in  whose  case  only  a  very  trifling  bronchial 
catarrh  existed. 

In  the  case  of  a  young  maid,  in  whom  the  intensity  of  the  cough 
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[  to  liaye  arriyed  at  the  poriod  of  its  natural  seyerity,  a  catarrh 
of  the  yocal  t^hords  was  diagnosed. 

The  fifth  case  was  something  anomalous,  a  seamstress  of  eighteen 
jears  old,  Laura  Op.  She  suffered,  perhaps,  fiye  years,  more  or  less ; 
but  the  beginning  attack  was,  for  the  length  of  a  year,  more  especially 
serere.  It  came  on  of  mornings  eyery  day,  accompanied  with  acute 
pain  in  the  throat — at  times,  intense  stupidity.  By  yiolent  ezer- 
tioD,  overheating  and  the  like,  brought  on  cough,  occurring  more  fre- 
quently as  time  progressed^  so  that  she  would  have  these  spasmodic 
fits  of  coughing  ten  to  twelye  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  one  after 
mother,  with  short  intervals  of  quiet.  She  was  kept  on  wine,  and 
eared  for  in  a  warm  room ;  hut  in  less  than  a  week  she  was  suddenly 
seiied  with  a  general  conyulsion,  and  subsequent  unconsciousness. 
During  the  progress  of  the  case,  ahout  the  22d  of  May,  1862,  occurred 
a  similar  series  of  coughing  fits.  An  ordinary  respiratory  effort,  fol- 
lowed by  a  remarkably  hoarse  sounding  cough,  singularly  high  in  tone, 
ending  with  a  whispering  sound.  Usually,  there  followed  two  or  three 
such  fits  of  teoughiug,  with  much  apparent  effort  to  cough  in  the  inter- 
nk,  causing  much  uneasiness — respiration  otherwise  normal  in  the 
interyals;  but  much  effort  yery  apparent  and  producing  noise.  By 
means  of  laryngoseopic  obseryation,  the  throat,  the  back  of  the  tongue, 
aad  the  soft  palate  with  the  tonsils,  present  a  normal  aspect;  but  men* 
atmation  appears  more  ofbener  than  usual.  Examination  by  the  ear 
ihowed  rattling  noises  in  both  sides  of  the  throat  during  respiration. 
The  cough  is  a  deep,  harsh  tone,  but  subsequently,  a  yoice  perfectly 
aormal.    Cold  water  cure  here  adyised. 

In  one  case  of  a  ten  year  old  boy,  otherwise  healthy,  affected 
howeyer,  with  a  slight  catarrh,  and  beside,  with  a  deep,  croup  like 
eoogh,  and  coughs  then  as  usually  in  a  natural  way.  So  often  when  he 
eonghs  strongly,  the  cough  comes  out  deep  and  rough  in  tone,  resem- 
bling croup,  and  is  always  limited  to  a  sharp  or  shrill  intonation.  The 
larynx  and  the  yocal  chords,  are  proyed  to  be  in  a  normal  condition,  by 
inspection  with  the  aid  of  the  laryngoscope. 

To  conclude  this  article  on  spasmodic  cough,  I  will  append  a  few 
obseryations  f^om  Dr.  Tobold : 

''Nerrons  also  called  spaamodic  coagha,  have  something  in  common 
vilh  those  that  are  denominated  hysterical  Tbey  are  charaotertsed  by 
Mama  that  occur  with  extraordinary  yiolence.  Theae  attacka  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  long  and  entirely  free  interrals.  They  often  appear  at 
eertain  hours  of  the  day,  and  are  excited  by  other  oauaes  than  the  Tarioua 
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forms  of  cough  that  depend  on  morbid  ch anises  of  the  m aeons  membrane  of 
the  respiratory  branch.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  I  have  met  with  nervoas 
coughs  in  old  women;  in  isolated  cases  also,  in  young;,  otherwise  healthy 
maidens.  In  some  cases,  I  was  inclined  to  regard  a  strikingly  anemic  condi- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx,  as  the  chief  disease.  Perhaps 
the  nerve  fibres  in  anemic  mucous  membranes  are  more  inclined  to  hyper 
sesthesia." 

Dr.  Tobold  recommends  the  use  of  a  sponge  applied  locally,  the 
same  being  saturated  with  tinct.  ferri  chlorid;  also  the  use  of  elec> 
tricity;  other  tonics  also  to  be  employed  assiduously  at  the  same 
time.  Our  few  laryngoscopists  in  this  country,  use  alum  and  glycer- 
ine locally,  with  much  apparent  success,  combined  with  constitutional 
tonic  measures. 


FORTY  YEARS'  PRACTICE,  OR  REPORTS  OF  EXTRAOR- 
DINARY CASES.  

BT  NATHANIEL  FIELD,  M.  D., 
Of  JeffenoiiTille,  Indiana.  President  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society. 


Forty  years  in  the  medical  profession,  will  familiarize  the  physician 
with  all  the  diseases  to  which  flesh  is  heir  in  the  locality  of  his  prac* 
tice.  He  will  become  experimentally  acquainted  with  their  symptoms 
and  treatment;  so  that  when  he  meets  with  a  case,  however  dangerouB 
and  complicated  it  may  be,  he  is  not  compelled  to  resort  to  his  books 
to  enable  him  to  make  out  a  correct  diagnosis,  or  to  treat  it  success- 
fully. Haying  often  seen  and  combatted  it  before,  he  is  fully  prepared 
for  it  again.  He  is  practically  acquainted  with  the  different  modes  of 
treating  it,  and  he  has  firmly  settled  down  upon  what  he  considers  the 
best  remedies  in  the  case.  It  matters  but  little  to  him  what  may  be 
the  speculations  with  regard  to  the  etiology  or  pathology  of  the  dis- 
ease, or  the  modus  operandi  of  the  medicines  which  he  knows  will  cure 
it.  Having  often  administered  them  in  similar  cases  with  success^  h^ 
is  willing  to  trust  them  again.  This  is  what  we  call  <<  practical  knowl- 
edge or  experience,*'  supposed  to  be  of  more  value  than  the  knowledge 
of  a  score  of  medical  novitiates. 

But  in  the  course  of  many  years'  practice,  cases  will  arise  ^)f  an 
abnormal  or  extraordinary  character,  for  which  we  have  neither  author- 
itj  nor  precedent;  and  which  will  tax  the  judgment  of  the  physician 
to  its  utmost  capacity.     The  following  case  is  an  illustration : 

Some  years  ago,  a  -small  boy  about  five  years  of  age,  residing  in  the 
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eitj  of  Jeffersonyille,  apparently  in  perfect  health,  and  while  at  play 
with  other  children  of  the  family,  was  suddenly  attacked  with  an  epi- 
leptic fit,  from  which,  however,  he  soon  recoyered.  I  was  sent  for  to 
flee  him,  hut  before  I  arrived,  he  was  as  well  as  though  nothing  had 
happened,  having  resumed  his  customary  amusements.  The  parents 
of  the  boy  were  much  surprised  at  the  occurrence,  and  were  unable  to 
account  for  it.  There  was  nothing  in  his  appearance  to  indicate  the 
dightest  predisposition  to  the  disease.  He  was  the  very  picture  of 
good  health.  As  no  cause  could  be  discovered  for  the  convulsion,  and 
•s  there  was  no  fever  or  any  other  sign  of  disease,  no  prescription  was 
Bide. 

About  two  weeks  afterward  he  had  another  strong  convulsion^  last- 
iag  several  minutes;  but  as  before,  passed  off  without  any  constitu- 
tional disturbance  following  it,  and  he  was  soon  as  rational  and  playfVil 
as  ever.  Being  at  the  time  absent  from  my  office,  Dr.  W.  F.  Collum 
was  called  in,  but  finding  the  boy  perfectly  well,  and  like  myself,  not 
being  able  to  detect  any  cause  for  the  attack,  and  conjecturing  that  he 
might  have  worms,  prescribed  some  anthelmintic.  No  worms,  however, 
were  expelled.  In  a  day  or  two  the  fits  returned,  and  were  repeated 
at  short  intervals  for  about  ten  days,  during  which  time  I  am  confident 
he  must  have  had  a  thousand !  After  an  ineffectual  effort  to  arrest 
them,  Dr.  Collum  retired  in  despair.  I  was  again  summoned  to  attend 
hiB,  and  exhausted  every  resource  in  my  power  to  relieve  him.  The 
fiunily  were  in  great  distress  and  were  prodigal  in  the  employment  of 
the  best  medical  advisers.  Prof.  Powell,  Prof.  Drake  and  Dr.  Kicha,rd- 
loii,  of  Louisville,  were  called  in  to  assist  me  in  searching  out  the  mys- 
terious eause  of  the  terrible  affliction.  The  patient  was  examined  from 
the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  soles  of  his  feet,  in  the  hope  of  detect* 
lag  some  local  irritation,  but  none  was  found.  After  a  few  visits,  the 
int  two  distinguished  gentlemen,  satisfied  that  nothing  could  be  done 
to  arrest  the  convulsions,  abandoned  the  case.  Dr.  Richardson,  how- 
ever,  persevered  in  assisting  me  to  the  end,  curious  as  it  seemed  to  me, 
to  lee  the  result.  As  he  made  but  one  visit  a  day,  the  burden  of  the 
labor  necessarily  devolved  on  me.  Day  and  night,  I  was  annoyed 
with  repeated  calls  to  visit  the  patient,  and  <*do  something  for  him." 
It  was  impossible  to  sleep  at  home  or  at  the  residence  of  the  distracted 
fimily.  Every  antispasmodic  had  been  tried  in  vain.  All  kinds  of 
remedies,  internal  and  external,  based  upon  all  manner  of  theories  and 
hypotheses,  respecting  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  had  been  employed 
to  the  fullest  extent,  and  to  no  purpose.    The  convulsions  were  still 
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going  on  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes,  defying  the  combined  wisdom  of 
two  medical  schools  and  two  old  doctors  besides. 

Driven  to  desperation,  and  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  anxiety,  I 
resolved  to  sit  by  the  bedside  of  the  patient  one  whole  night,  and  try, 
if  possible,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  It  was  in  the  month 
of  December ;  and,  long  as  the  night  was,  I  requested  the  family  to 
retire  to  rest,  and  leave  me  alone  with  the  patient,  assuring  them,  if 
he  grew  worse,  they  should  be  notified  of  it.  They  assented  to  the 
arrangement,  and  I  accordingly  took  charge  of  the  patient  for  the 
night. 

From  the  first,  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  irritation, 
whatever  it  was,  had  its  seat  somewhere  in  the  periphery  of  the  ner- 
vous system,  and  not  in  the  encephelon  or  medulla  spinalis,  as  my  friend, 
Dr.  Richardson,  supposed;  and  the  idea  occurred  to  me  that  if  I  would 
notice  what  muscles  were  contracted  first  when  a  paroxysm  came  on« 
it  might  possibly  give  me  a  clue  to  the  precise  point  of  irritation,  and, 
perhaps,  the  cause  of  it.  With  this  impression,  and  in  the  hope  tliat 
I  might  make  a  discovery  that  would  relieve  the  little  sufierer  and  my- 
self, I  carefully  watched  the  commencement  of  the  paroxysm.  I  ob- 
served that  the  muscles  of  the  left  side  of  the  face  invariably  began  to 
twitch  on  the  recurrence  of  a  fit.  After  the  passing  off  of  a  conTul- 
sion,  and  while  in  a  state  of  unconsciousness,  I  raised  the  upper  lip  as 
high  as  possible,  and  passed  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand  around 
the  alveoli,  and  lo,  and  behold  I  the  coroi|a  of  the  second  canine  tooth, 
instead  of  having  caused  by  its  pressure  the  absorption  of  the  root  of 
the  deciduous  tooth,  had  passed  behind  it  and  forced  it  through  the 
alveolus  and  gum  and  into  the  lip.  I  had  often  seen  the  same  ihing, 
but  as  this  little  boy  was  not  quite  old  enough  to  shed  his  first  crop 
of  teeth,  nothing  of  the  kind  was  suspected  in  his  case.  Fondly  hoping 
that  I  had  found  the  latent  cause  of  the  frightful  malady,  I  hastily 
slit  the  gum  vertically  and  removed  the  old  tooth.  Afler  pressing  the 
edges  of  the  incised  gum  together,  and  wiping  the  blood  from  the  lips, 
I  sat  down  to  await  the  result.  In  less  than  an  hour  the  convulsions 
began  to  subside,  and  before  day  they  were  entirely  gone.  As  soon  as 
it  was  light,  the  parents  of  the  child  entered  the  room,  anxiously  in- 
quiring how  he  was.  I  informed  them  that  between  midnight  and  day 
the  fits  entirely  disappeared.  They  could  scarcely  believe  it.  fiut 
there  was  the  patient  as  bright,  cheerful  and  rational  as  though  he  had 
never  been  sick.  They  were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  wonderful 
change;  and  acted  as  if  they  thought  I  had  performed  a  miracle  on 
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their  son.  I  did  not  relieve  tbeir  suspense)  but  kept  what  bad  trans- 
pired during  tbe  nigbt  a  profound  secret  from  tbem  and  tbe  numerous 
friends  visiting  tbe  bouse.  I  did  not  tell  Dr.  Ricbardson^  wbo  visited 
him  in  tbe  afternoon,  as  usual ;  but  left  bim  in  tbe  dark  as  to  tbe  sud- 
den change.  He  manifested  mucb  surprise ;  and  made  many  inquiries, 
respeeting  tbe  treatment  during  tbe  nigbt — ^wbetber  any  new  remedy 
had  been  tried,  and  bow  it  came  tbat  tbe  fits  left  so  abruptly  under  tbe 
treatment  wbicb  bad  bitberto  proved  a  failure.  But  no  explanation 
was  given  at  tbe  time,  and  not  until  tbe  family  bad  removed  from  Jef- 
ferBonville,  did  I  reveal  to  my  colleague  tbe  facts  in  tbis  singular  case. 

My  reason  for  tbis  reticence  was,  tbat  I  felt  tbat  tbe  oversight  of 
the  cause  of  all  tbe  suffering  to  patient  and  relatives,  and  all  tbis  la- 
bor and  vexation  to  tbe  pbysicians  in  attendance,  was  a  reproach  to 
the  profession. 

It  was  a  humiliating  reflection,  tbat  five  old  and  respectable  prac« 
titioners  of  medicine,  and  two  of  tbem  professors  in  medical  schools, 
should  allow  a  child  to  have  fits  for  ten  days,  the  result  of  so  simple  a 
cause,  and  not  soon  detect  it!  Here  we  were,  day  after  day,  holding 
consultations  and  philosophising  about  the  pathology  of  the  disease — 
oae  proposing  the  moxa,  another  ptyalism,  another  a  blister  on  the 
head  or  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  another  something  else  equally  as 
vseleis  and  injurious,  when  there  was  nothing  tbe  matter  but  an  insig- 
nificant mechanical  irritation,  which  could  have  been  removed  in  one 
minute,  provided  we  bad  been  blessed  with  just  common  sense  enough 
to  see  it. 


♦ON  THE  IDENTITY  OF  THE  WHITE  CORPUSCLES  OF  THE 
BLOOD  WITH  SALIVARY,  PUS,  AND  MUCOUS  CORPUS- 
CLES.  

BY  JOSEPH  Q.  aiCHABSON,  M.  D., 
tormetXf  Beaident  PhyrieUn  at  the  PenngylTanU  Hospital. 


The  nature  of  the  nucleated  corpuscles  so  abundant  in  tbe  saliva 
bas  long  been  a  subject  of  some  uncertainty,  and  although  they  have 
probftbly,  as  favorite  test  objects  for  the  higher  powers,  been  more  fre* 
qoentiy  examined  by  microscopists  than  almost  any  other  constituent 
of  the  glandular  secretions,  observers  seem  to  have  been  generally  con- 
tented to  accept  tbem  simply  as  useful  measures  for  tbe  capacity  of  tbe 

*Ftui7lT«aia  Hoqiltal  Reports,  18G9. 

Digitized  by  VjC^OQIC 


160  WSffTSBir  JQITRNAL  OF  HXDICINE. 

higher  objectives,  and  passed  on  without  any  attempts  to  solve  the  mys- 
tery of  their  origin;  Koliker  indeed  advanced  the  theory  that  they 
were  essentially  a  form  of  exudation  corpuscles,  but  hitherto  his  hy- 
pothesis does  not  appear  to  have  been  generally  accepted  by  micro- 
Bcopists  as  a  fixed  fact. 

The  following  experiments,  undertaken  to  elucidate  their  constitu- 
tion, were  performed  with  the  large  Powell  &  Leland's  instrument,  so 
long  a  denizen  of  the  "Microscope  Boom"  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital, and  no  doubt  endeared  by  constant  association  to  many  genera- 
tions of  "Residents,"  as  well  as  myself.  When  it  was  discarded  by 
the  institution,  I  became  the  purchaser,  and  after  undergoing  some  re- 
pairs, and  having  adapted  to  it  a  one-twenty-fiflh  inch  objective  (made 
by  Mr.  Wales,  of  Fort  Lee,  N.  J.),  it  has  accomplished  the  work  be- 
low described. 

The  salivary  corpuscles  examined  under  a  power  of  eleven  hundred 
diameters  present  the  appearance  of  perfect  spheres,  varying  from  the 
one-fourteen  hundredth  to  the  one-twenty-five  hundredth  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  each  having  a  very  transparent  but  beautifully  defined 
cell-wall  of  exceeding  tenuity,  which  incloses  from  one  to  four  almost 
equally  transparent  nuclei  of  a  circular  or  oval  form,  whose  diameters 
range  from  one-three  thousandth  to  one-four  thousandth  of  an  inch. 
These  nuclei  are  situated  sometimes  centrally  but  more  commonly  near 
one  side  of  the  corpuscle,  and  the  cavity  between  the  margin  and  tlie 
cell  wall  is  generally  filled  with  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  molecules,  not 
more  than  one-twenty  thousandth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  whose  char- 
acteristic is  that  of  constant  and  rapid  motion.  Some  of  these  molec- 
ules seem  to  be  elongated  into  an  oval  or  hour-glass  form,  but  the 
activity  of  their  movements  renders  it  difficult  to  ascertain  this  with 
precision.  In  my  observations  these  corpuscles  have  appeared  to  en- 
large and  become  flattened,  from  the  pressure  of  the  glass  cover,  as 
the  stratum  of  liquid  beneath  became  thinner  from  marginal  desicca- 
tion, so  that  usually  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  so  they  burst,  and 
discharge  about  one-fourth  of  their  contents,  when  two,  three,  or  more 
of  the  molecules  swim  away,  continuing  their  revolving  movements  un- 
til they  pass  out  of  view ;  the  other  granules  outside  and  those  remain- 
ing within  the  cell  become  in  a  very  few  seconds  entirely  stationary. 
If  a  solution  of  aniline  red,  of  the  strength  of  one  grain  to  the  ounce 
of  distilled  water,  be  allowed  to  penetrate  at  the  margin  of  the  cover, 
the  nuclei  of  the  salivary  corpuscle  are  readily  stained  of  a  bright  crim- 
son, and  are  thus  exhibited  with  beautiful  distinctness;  the  dye  ap- 
pears, however,  to  exert  an  immediate  influence  upon  the  movement  of 
the  molecules,  as  I  have  rarely  been  able  to  find  cells  in  which  they 
continued  to  move  after  the  nuclei  became  at  all  colored. 

In  examining  some  urine,  obtained  on  the  eighth  of  August,  1868, 
near  my  late  residence,  in  western  New  York,  from  a  patient  who  com- 
plained of  severe  pain  in  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  I  was  surprised  to 
find  that  a  deposit,  which  appeared  to  the  naked  eye  purulent,  was 
chiefly  composed  of  cells,  exactly  resembling  in  form,  size,  definite 
cell-wall,  contained  nuclei,  and  actively  revolving  molecules,  the  sali- 
vary corpuscles  with  which  I  had  become  so  familiar;  and  should  have 
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iiiugiiied  that  these  proceeded  from  an  accidental  adikltetation  with 
spntom,  had  I  not  heen  fortunate  to  have  ocular  demonstration  to  the 
eontrary  when  procuring  the  specimen.  I  examined  these  corpuscles 
lepeatedly  in  the  course  of  the  two  following  days,  during  which  the 
moyements  of  the  molecules  continued,  which  I  carefully  preserved. 

On  consulting  the  text-books  to  which  I  hkd  access,  I  found  that 
neither  Beale,  Roberts,  Bird,  nor  Naubauer  and  Vogel,  in  their  works 
on  the  Urine,  mentioned  cells  such  as  those  above  described,  althoueh 
tke  editors  of  the  Micrographic  Dictionary,  in  their  description  of  the 
nlivary  corpuscles,  state  that  they  have  been  seen  by  myriads  in  the  renal 
secretion  \  nevertheless,  numerous  specimens  examined  during  the  fol- 
lowing few  months,  seldom  without  special  scrutiny  for  similar  bodies, 
afforded  none,  until  in  a  deposit  occurring  f^om  urine  brought  me  by 
a  medical  friend  about  December  first,  the  corpuscles  I  had  so  long  been 
IB  search  of  were  at  last  recognized,  and  on  this  occasion  I  was  able 
to  exhibit  them  to  several  microscopists,  among  others  to  my  friend,  * 
Dr.  H-  C.  Wood,  Jr.,  Professor  of  Botany,  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
lyjvania. 

On  the  fifth  of  December  I  procured  a  sample  of  urine  iVom  a 
ease  of  cystitis,  which  had  only  been  passed  a  few  hours,  and  on  plac- 
ing it  under  the  field  of  the  one-twenty- fifth,  I  found  many  of  the  pus- 
globules  exhibiting  the  amoobaform  movements  described  by  Dr.  Beale 
in  his  late  elaborate  work  on  the  ^^ Microscope  in  Practical  Medicine;'* 
no  corpuscles  containiog  moving  molecules  were  visible,  but  observing 
that  seme  of  the  pus-cells  having  a  spherical  outline  were  almost 
opaque  and  only  about  one-three  thousandth  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
it  occurred  to  me  that  they  were  perhaps  only  contracted  by  the  ex- 
osmose  of  their  fluid  contents  into  the  surrounding  denser  medium, 
and  the  idea  suggested  itself  to  try  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  specific 

fmiy  of  the  urine  by  the  addition  of  water.  Under  this  treatment 
found  that  the  cells  which  had  been  exhibiting  amoebaform  move- 
nents,  soon  assumed  a  spherical  shape,  rapidly  enlarged  until  they 
leaehed  the  diameter  of  about  one-seventeen  hundredth  of  an  inch, 
when  the  contained  molecules  began  to  revolve,  and  ere  long  took  up- 
on themselves  the  extremely  rapid  and  confused  movements  which  I 
W  twice  before  seen  in  cells  occurring  in  urine,  and  hundreds  of 
times  in  the  salivary  corpuscles;  the  action  of  aniline  solution  ren- 
dered beautifully  distinct,  definite  nuclei  similar  to  those  found  in  the 
nlivary  bodies. 

The  opportunity  of  corroborating  the  interesting  and  remarkable 
Rssarehes  of  Dr.  Cohnheim,  of  Berlin,  on  the  identity  of  the  pus  and 
wkite  blood  corpuscles  thus  obviously  presenting  itself,  I  proceeded 
vith  the  following  experiments.  Drawing  a  drop  of  blood  from  the 
tip  of  my  finger  upon  a  '*  growing  slide,''  I  oovered  it  with  thin  glass 
ud  placed  it  upon  the  stage  of  the  microscope.  After  finding  a  white 
Mood  corpuscle  showing  well  marked  granules,  I  raised  the  objective, 
asd  arranged  a  fine  filament  of  thread  from  the  reservoir  filled  with 
fresh  water  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  cover,  and  a  fragment  of  wet  pa- 
per to  the  lower,  according  to  the  usual  method  of  securing  a  constant 
euntni  beneath  the  thin  ^ss.    On  depressing  the  body  of  the  instru- 
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ment  and  bringing  the  corpuscle  again  into  view,  I  foand  it  still  ad* 
hering  to  the  surface  of  the  cover,  notwithstanding  the  torrent  of  red 
globules  hurrying  over  the  field,  and  as  these  became  paler  and  less 
distinct  by  reason  of  the  diminished  density  of  the  serum,  the  white 
cell  first  gradually  expanded  and  displayed  its  delicate  wall  with  two 
rounded  nuclei,  then,  after  acquiring  ^e  magnitude  of  about  one-sev- 
enteen  hundredth  of  an  inch,  it  exhibited  the  rapid  and  incessant  move- 
ment of  its  contained  molecules,  and  finally,  when  its  diameter  reached 
about  one-fourteen  hundredth  of  an  inch,  it  burst  suddenly,  discharg- 
ing a  portion  of  the  contents,  whose  outbreak  resembled  that  of  a 
swarm  of  bees  from  a  hive,  and  some  particles  of  which  actively  re- 
volving as  they  went,  swam  off  the  connnes  of  the  field.  On  repeating 
the  ol)servation,  and  allowing  some  of  the  aniline  solution  to  flow  in 
with  the  water  after  the  first  few  minutes,  the  nuclei  were  strongly 
stained  and  rendered  beautifully  distinct,  although  the  movement  of 
'the  molecules  promptly  ceased,  in  this  respect  as  in  all  the  others^ 
showing  a  precise  ideatity  with  the  reactions  afforded  by  the  pus  and 
the  salivary  corpuscles,  as  above  described.  It  should  be  noted  that  a 
oertain  variabh  proportion  of  the  white  cells  of  the  blood  thus  treated 
exhibited  no  moving  molecules,  and  apparently  consisted  solely  of  nu- 
cleus and  cell-wall. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  this  experiment  amply  demonstrates 
the  inestimable  advantages  of  high  objectives  (which  some  even  yet 
pretend  to  doubt),  for  the  remarkable  movement  of  the  contained  molec- 
ules seems  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  Prof.  Yirchow,  the  great 
author  of  "Cellular  Pathology,"  himself  (mde  p.  181,  Chance's  transla- 
tion, 1863).  Although  the  observation  was  first  made  with  the  aid  of 
a  one-twenty-fifth,  yet  afterwards,  knowing  exactly  what  to  look  for, 
I  had  little  difficulty  in  demonstrating  to  various  gentlemen  the  re- 
volving molcules  thus  brought  into  view  with  powers  as  low  as  the  one- 
eighth  of  an  inch. 

A  portion  of  fotid  pus  from  an  abscess,  and  a  specimen  of  mucus 
from  the  nasal  fossa,  under  a  like  treatment,  gave  similar  results,  which 
did  not  materially  vary  in  numerous  trials. 

Tracing  now  the  white  blood  corpuscle  from  its  condition  of  irreg- 
ular outline  and  amoebaform  movement,  as  observed  in  serum  and  heayy 
urine,  when  the  cirumambient  fiuid  approaches  the  density  of  1028, 
through  its  round  form  with  slightly  more  distinct  nuclei,  in  the  liquor 
puris,  and  in  urine  of  lower  specific  gravity,  we  find  that  immersed  in 
a  rarer  liquid,  approximating  to  the  mean  density  of  the  saliva  (1005), 
it  has  an  accurately  spherical  outline,  is  more  than  twice  the  magni- 
tude, and  contains  a  number  of  minute  actively  moving  molecules, 
thus  exactly  resembling  in  all  sensible  characters  the  true  salivary 
corpuscle;  and  it  therefore  seems  reasonably  certain  that  the  bloodf, 
under  the  appointed  nervous  influence,  congesting  the  buccal  mucous 
membrane  and  associated  glands,  moves  slowly  enough  through  their 
capillaries  to  allow  some  of  its  white  globules  to  penetrate  the  walls  of 
the  vessels,  as  they  are  said  to  do  those  of  the  frog's  mesentery  in 
Cohnheim's  experiment  (Yirchow,  Archiv,  Band  40,  S.  38,  u.  s.  w.), 
which  under  the  influence  of  the  rarer  saliva,  expanding  them  and  set- 
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tiag  free  to  move  their  contained  molecules,  constitute  the  bodies  so 
long  known  to  histologists,  as  the  corpuscle  of  the  salivary  fluid. 

Dr.  Lionel  Beale,  in  his  work  on  the  ^^  Microscope  in  Practical 
Medicine/*  remarks  in  reference  to  the  examination  of  the  saliva :  "  In 
the  somewhat  viscid  matter  of  which  the  salivary  corpuscles  is  com- 
fwaed,  are  multitudes  of  highly  refracting  particles  in  incessant  mo- 
tion. The  nature  of  these  particles  is  extremely  doubtful.  They  look 
Terj  like  the  germs  of  bacteria,  and  it  is  possible  they  may  be  of  this 
iitnre."  If  the  hypothesis  thus  guardedly  endorsed  by  the  celebrated 
English  mieroscopist  be  correct,  it  seems  not  improbable  that  the  white 
eorpoBcles,  either  in  the  capilliaries  or  lymphatic  glands,  collect  du- 
ring their  amaebaform  movements,  those  germs  of  bacteria,  which  my 
own  experiments  (^American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  July, 
1868).  indicate  always  exist  in  the  blood  to  a  greater  or  less  amount. 
And  Anther,  it  appears  not  impossible,  that  when  thus  loaded,  their 
elimination  through  the  saliva,  under  the  mercurial  influence,  and  their 
cTacoation  by  a  discharge  of  pus  from  a  seton  or  a  tartar  emetic  ulcer, 
really  constitute  that  therapeutic  value  of  these  remedial  measures  in 
certain  cases  which  has  long  rested  unexplained. 


WOMBLESS    WOMEN. 


(Tht  snljoiDed  is  an  abstract  from  an  article  entitled  Surgieal  Oasetj  Devon  and 
biter  Bo^kilf  found  in  the  last  rolame  of  Saint  Bartholomew^ t  Boepital  Report»:) 

That  an  incapacity  for  menstruation  should  consist  with  female 
health,  is  a  strange  fact.  In  two  of  the  three  following  cases  of  womb- 
lea  women,  the  defect  was  congenital. 

Case  I. — About  nine  years  since,  I  removed  the  womb  by  ligature. 
In  the  "Address  in  Surgery"  of  I860,  I  gave  this  case  very  circum- 
stantially. The  main  facts  were,  that  the  patient  was  twenty-one; 
tlutitwas  her  first  labor;  that  she  was  delivered  while  standing;  that 
the  midwife  tagged  at  the  naval  string ;  that  the  womb  was  everted ; 
ud  that  she  nearly  bled  to  death  on  the  spot.  After  many  months, 
vhen  she  was  utterly  exhausted  by  recurring  hemorrhage,  I  tied  the 
vomh  with  Gooch's  canulffi. 

As  I  was  going  into  the  operating  room,  the  nurse,  a  worthy  old 
vonian  and  a  favorite,  said,  "rlease,  sir,  if  you  take  out  her  womb,  I 
suppose  she  can  never  have  her  courses  again,  and  if  so,  what  then?'* 
I  replied.  "Nurse,  if  I  do  not  take  out  her  womb,  she  may  die  before 
■ight.  If  I  can,  I  will  save  her  life  now.  That  is  my  present  thought, 
lean  not  look  beyond  that." 

After  all  manner  of  perils,  she  made  a  thorough  recovery.  Of 
c^'one  she  has  never  menstruated  since,  but  when  I  saw  her,  three 
jean  after,  she  was  in  good  health  and  good  spirits.  I  know  that  she 
vas  perfectly  well  several  years  after  that.  Her  whole  aspect  is  femi* 
>u&e,  her  complexion  is  fair  and  delicate,  as  it  always  has  been,  but  in 
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DO  wise  chlorotic.  She  walks  with  her  joiing  man  like  any  other  ser- 
vant  girl;  she  cares  nothing  for  the  loss  of  her  womh,  which  seems  to 
have  produced  no  other  effect,  moral  or  physical,  than  the  cessation  of 
her  menses.  That  is  the  answer  to  the  nurse's  question,  '^if  so,  what 
then?'' 

Case  II. — About  four  years  ago,  a  very  delicate  young  woman,  act. 
twenty-five,  evidently  in  declining  health,  came  under  my  charge  at  the 
hospital.  •  She  told  me  she  had  been  left  an  orphan,  (I  believe  one  at 
least  of  her  parents  had  died  of  consumption),  that  she  was  delicate,  and 
had  not  been  able  to  retain  her  water  like  stronger  girls;-  but  that  she 
had  been  brought  up  carefully;  was  now  the  mistress  of  a  national 
fichool,  and  had  married  at  twenty-three.  She  then  added  that  coition 
had  from  the  first  been  accompanied  by  pain,  which  instead  of  dimin- 
ishing, as  she  expected,  had  increased,  until  she  could  not  bear  it; 
and  that  her  urine  escaped  from  her  involuntarily.  She  and  her  bus-  ' 
band,  who  were  reputed  to  be  very  worthy  young  people,  and  a  most 
attached  couple,  were  greatly  distressed,  as  they  well  might  be.  I 
learnt  then,  also,  that  she  had  never  menstruated. 

Her  pudenda  were  perfectly  natural.  About  three  inches  up  the 
vagina  there  was  a  sudden  narrowing,  like  a  stricture.  Its  circular 
edge  was  soft,  and  the  orifice  sufficiently  open  to  admit  the  finger ;  but 
it  could  have  been  easily  dilated  to  a  greater  extent.  It  exerted  a 
gentle  compression. 

This  was  the  sphincter,  and  beyond  it  was  the  bladder.  There  was 
no  trace  of  a  womb. 

I  told  her  that  sexual  intercourse  must  cease  forever.  She  was 
much  grieved  on  her  husband'^  account;  of  whose  regard  for  her  she 
spoke  with  genuine  feeling.     I  recommended  tonics,  and  she  went  home. 

I  heard  nothing  of  her  until  lately,  when  she  and  her  husband 
called  on  the  nurse.  They  appeared  a  fond  couple  still.  Her  health 
was  restored ;  and  the  incontinence  of  urine  not  worse  than  when  she 
was  a  child. 

Case  III. — I  was  consulted  in  the  case  of  a  lady's  maid,  «t.  40, 
who  previous  to  the  last  six  weeks,  had  enjoyed  excellent  health.  She 
was  a  neat  little  figure,  a  brunette,  must  have  been  pretty,  and  was 
young  looking  for  her  age.  She  had  a  swollen  knee,  and  flying  rheu- 
matic pains,  for  which  she  could  not  account,  but  she  was  cnieny  har- 
assecl  by  an  irritable  bladder.  Micturition  was  freqpient,  scarcely  to 
be  restrained,  and  painful  both  at  the  time  and  afterwards.  She  had 
used  a  hip-bath  and  opiate  fomentations,  with  partial  relief.  I  was  to 
ascertain  if  a  urethral  wart  or  a  calculus  occasioned  her  distress. 

Her  urine  had  always  been  apt  to  escape  when  she  coughed,  but 
she  had  not  been  subject  to  leucorrhoea,  and  she  never  menstruated. 

The  external  appearance  of  the  genitals  had  nothing  peculiar.  The 
pubes  and  the  labia  were  natural;  the  glans  of  the  clitoris  and  the 
nymphao  were  fully  developed;  but  I  could  not  find  the  urethra. 

The  vagina  was  such  as  might  be  expected  in  a  virgin,  except  that 
there  was  neither  transverse  rug»,  nor  hymen,  nor  carunculse,  nor  fossa 
navicularis.  It  opened  abruptly,  just  in  front  of  the  perineum.  It 
admitted  the  finger,  which,  when  it  had  penetrated  somewhat  less  than 
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tluee  inches,  came  upon  a  dimple.  This  yielded,  circnlarly,  on  gen- 
tle pressnre,  and  the  finger  entered  the  bladder.  As  it  was  withdrawn, 
the  sphincter  closed  again.  The  bladder  was  not  set  on  obliquely  like 
a  womb ;  but  quite  at  the  end  of  a  canal,  which  was  no  vagina  at  all. 
It  was  simply  a  preternatural  urethra  applied,  as  in  the  male,  against 
the  rectum.  There  was  not  the  slightest  trace  of  an  os  uteri  or  cervix 
—-neither  could  any  womb  or  corresponding  body  be  felt  from  the 
bowel. 

She  told  me  that,  some  years  before,  she  had  been  engaged  to  a 
jouDg  man,  who  died.  Spoke  of  him,  as  a  woman  should,  tenderly 
ind  regretfully;  but  did  not  affect  to  represent  her  love  for  him  as 
Platonic. 

Judging  from  these  cases,  the  menstrual  discharge  is  not  necessary 
to  the  health  of  a  woman  who  has  no  womb.  In  the  intervals  between 
one  pregnancy,  or  lactation,  and  another,  it  would  appear  that  the  pres- 
ence of  a  womb  has  a  special  and  accumulating  influence  on  the  consti- 
tution ;  and  that  it  is  thus  the  organ  which,  by  its  own  periodical  dis- 
charge, affords  that  relief  to  the  whole  frame,  of  which  it  has  itself 
created  the  necessity. 

It  is  the  womb  alone,  and  not  the  whole  generative  apparatus,  or, 
indeed,  any  part  of  it.  Looking  at  their  personal  appearance,  their 
views,  manners  and  habits,  and  their  womanly,  albeit  their  correct  and 
eitimable  feeling  toward  the  men  they  loved,  I  believe  the  subjects  of 
the  cases  II  and  III  to  be  real  women — saving  their  wombs.  If  it 
be  contended  that  their  ovaries  may  likewise  be  wanting,  I  can  only 
reply  that,  in  case  I  the  generative  system  was  undoubtedly  com- 
plete, for  that  woman  lost  her  womb,  and  nothing  else,  after  bearing 
a  child ;  and  yet  she  is  as  healthy,  without  menstruation,  as  the  two 
others,  who  never  had  a  womb. 


CLINICAL  LECTURE  ON  TREATMENT  OF  CARBUNCLE. 


BY   JAMES  PAGET,   D.   C.   L.,   F.   R.   8., 
flarseon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.     (Short-Hand  Beport,  rerised  by  the  Anthor.) 


Gentlexsn  :  You  have  recently  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  four 
eases  of  carbuncle  treated  in  my  wards  after  methods  which  you  would 
probably  describe,  if  asked  to  do  so,  by  saying  that  "  nothing  was  done 
fer  them."  Here  are  the  patients'  papers;  and  there  is,  to  be  sure, 
00  medicine  set  down  for  them  to  take,  and  you  know  that  no  surgerv 
vas  inflicted  on  them — and  yet  a  good  deal  was  done  for  them,  though 
the  treatment  was  what  does  commonly  pass  by  the  name  of  "  doing 
aething."  They  were  carefully  fed,  washed,  cleaned  and  bedded;  and 
their  carbuncles  were  very  skillfully  dressed  and  washed  with  proper 
tkings,  and  every  care  was  taken  to  shut  out  all  untoward  influences 
from  them.     And  if  any  complication  in  their  cases  had  arisen,  these 
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would  have  been  immediately  met.  Bat  no  complications  occurred; 
and,  therefore,  the  cases  passed  through  their  course  without  treatment, 
as  it  is  said — that  is,  without  medicine,  and  with  no  surgery,  no  aetiyo 
surgery,  no  incisions  or  anything  of  that  kind.  And  since  all  these 
cases  passed  through  their  course  very  favorably,  and  all  the  patients 
were,  or  will  be,  discharged  at  a  comparatively  early  time  after  their 
admission  into  the  hospital,  I  will  take  this  occasion  of  giving  yoa 
some  observations  on  the  manner  of  treating  this  disease. 

Although  you  may  not  have  seen  much  of  it,  you  must  all  havo 
heard  of  the  ordinary  manner  in  which  carbuncles  were  treated  for- 
merly, and  still  are  by  some;  a  method  which  consists  mainly  in  mak- 
ing large  incisions  through  them,  and  giving  very  large  quantities  of 
food  and  stimulants,  as  well  as  considerable  doses  of  quinine,  bark 
and  other  tonics.  I  do  uot  at  all  mean  to  say  that  the  things  which 
in  these  cases  I  left  undone  would  have  done  any  harm;  but  what  I 
hold  of  them  is,  that  they  would  have  been  quite  useless,  and  some 
would  have  been  sources  of  great  discomfort  to  the  patients.  And  in 
the  way  in  which  I  speak  of  these  things  you  may  notice  that  I  exem- 
plify that  rule  which  I  always  impressed  upon  you,  of  asking  your- 
selves, when  you  seem  to  have  been  successful  with  some  medicine, 
^^What  would  have  happened  if  I  had  not  given  it?"  The  apparent 
consequence  of  giving  a  medicine  may  be  plain  enough;  but  you  can 
not  too  often  repeat  to  yourselves  the  question — as  a  rule,  I  will  not 
say  of  practice,  but  of  the  study  of  your  own  practice — **  What  would 
have  happened  if  this  or  that,  which  seems  to  have  been  successful, 
had  not  been  done?" 

First,  with  regard  to  the  incisions  made  in  carbuncles.  The  ordin- 
ary plan,  still  recommended  by  some,  is,  as  soon  as  a  carbuncle  is  seen, 
to  make  two  incisions  crucially  from  border  to  border.  It  is  said  that 
they  must  go  even  beyond  the  edges  of  the  carbuncle  into  the  adjacent 
healthy  textures.  I  have  not  followed  that  method  of  practice  verj 
often,  but  I  have  followed  it  quite  often  enough  to  be  sure  that  it  does 
not  produce  the  effects  which  are  commonly  assigned  to  it.  It  is  com- 
monly said  that  if  you  will  thus  make  crucial  incisions  into  a  carbun- 
cle, you  will  prevent  it  spreading.  If  you  can  find  a  carbuncle  two  or 
three  days  old,  and  cut  that  right  across  in  both  directions,  I  think  it 
very  likely  that  you  will  prevent  it  spreading.  But  even  therein  is  a 
fallacy ;  for  there  is  no  sign  by  which,  on  looking  at  a  commencing 
carbuncle,  you  can  tell  whether  it  will  spread  or  not,  whether  it  will 
have  a  diameter  of  one  inch,  or  of  three,  six,  or  ten  inches.  The  ques- 
tion, therefore,  that  I  spoke  of  comes  back,  *^What  would  have  hap- 
pened if  I  had  not  made  these  incisions?"  And  the  answer  to  that 
question  will  be  rather  according  to  temper  than  to  knowledge.  For 
as  I  watch  men  in  their  conclusions  upon  such  cases  as  that,  I  gener- 
ally find  that  self-satisfaction  says,  "I  saved  the  man's  life;"  self-dis- 
satisfaction, "I  did  him  no  good."  The  truer  scientific  temper  stands 
midway,  and  says,  ^^I  will  wait  for  further  information  on  the  matter — 
till  I  have  seen  more  cases,  and  then  decide  whether,  in  the  earliest 
stages  of  carbuncle,  incisions  are  useful  or  not."  After  this  time  of 
three  or  four  days  I  have  seen  sufficient  numbers  of  carbuncles  thus 
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dmded,  and  have  divided  enough  for  myself,  to  say  that  it  will  not 
prevent  spreading.  I  have  seen  carbuncles  spread  in  as  large  a  pro- 
portion of  cases  after  incisions  as  in  cases  that  have  never  been  incised 
at  all.  I  have  in  my  mind  a  striking  case  that  occurred  to  me  early  in 
practice,  when  I  followed  the  routine,  and,  in  a  friend  of  my  own, 
divided  a  carbuncle  most  fVeely.  I  cut  it  after  the  most  approved 
fiuhion,  in  depth,  and  length,  and  width,  and  then  it  spread.  After 
two  or  three  days  more  all  the  newly  formed  part  was  cut  as  freely  as 
the  first,  and  then  it  spread  again,  and  again  it  was  cut  as  freely.  Then 
it  spread  again,  and  it  was  not  cut.  Then  in  a  natural  time,  it  ceased 
to  spread,  and  all  went  on  well.  These  are  only  general  impressions 
that  I  give  you,  because  one  can  not  count  the  cases  in  which  cut- 
ting has  been  practised,  and  those  similar  cases  in  which  it  has  not; 
nor  even  then  could  it  be  said  whether  those  in  which  the  cutting  was 
practised  would  have  spread  if  left  alone.  On  a  very  strong  general 
impression,  however,  I  say  that  carbuncles  will  spread  after  cutting  in 
as  large  a  proportion  as  they  will  spread  in  without  cutting. 

Then  it  is  said  that  carbuncles  are  relieved  of  their  pain  if  they 
an  thus  freely  cut.  Here,  again,  however,  is  only  a  partial  truth.  A 
carbuncle  of  two  or  three  days  standing,  which  is  hard,  tense  a&d 
brawny,  is  very  painful ;  and  cutting  it  will  relieve,  in  many  cases,  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  pain.  But  after  this,  when  the  carbuncle 
begins  to  soften,  and  when  pustules  begin  to  form  upon  its  surface, 
and  pus  in  its  interior,  it  ceases  to  be  painful  of  its  own  accord,  and 
without  incisions.  Thus  there  are  two  distinct  stages  of  carbuncle  in 
reference  to  the  pain;  the  early  stage,  when  hard  and  still  spread- 
^^1  ^  generally  intensely  painM,  and  the  latter  stage,  in  which  the 
pam  nearly  ceases.  A  carbuncle  divided  in  the  first  stage,  in  the  first 
two  or  three  days  of  its  existence,  may  be  relieved  of  some  of  its  pain ; 
if  divided  in  the  latter  stage,  what  little  pain  may  exist  is  altogether 
ttnaffecied  by  the  cutting.  And  even  cut  as  you  may,  you  can  not  al- 
ways put  aside  the  extreme  pain  that  a  carbuncle  sometimes  has,  even 
to  its  latter  time.  Some  two  or  three  years  ago,  I  was  called  to  a  mem- 
ber of  our  profession  with  a  large  carbuncle  in  the  middle  of  his  back. 
His  ^ends  had  been  much  alarmed  about  the  state  of  his  mind,  for 
be  bad  been  suffering  great  mental  anxiety  for  some  time,  and  they 
were  in  fear  lest  the  excessive  pain  of  the  carbuncle  should,  in  its  dis- 
turbed state,  do  his  mind  permanent  damage.  So  they  persuaded  me  to 
evt  it,  and  I  cut  it  after  the  old  plan,  very  wide  across,  and  far  into  the 
adjjacent  textures,  as  freely  as  could  be.  It  did  not  in  the  least  relieve 
bim.  I  never  saw  a  carbuncle  through  its  whole  course  so  painful  as 
tbat  was,  and  up  to  the  last,  until  the  healing  was  nearly  completed, 
be  suffered  more  or  less  pain  in  it.  So  that  the  conclusion  in  reference 
to  the  pain  must  be  this :  if  they  can  be  divided  in  the  first  three  or 
four  dajs,  while  still  hard  and  brawny,  it  may  relieve  some  measure  of 
tiie  suffering;  at  a  latter  period  the  incisions  have  no  influence  at  all. 

The  third  point  is  stated  thus,  that  by  the  incision  of  carbuncles 
Toil  accelerate  their  healing,  giving  facility  for  the  exit  of  sloughs. 
Bnt  herein  is  the  greatest  fallacv  of  all.  When  the  cutting  of  car- 
Wncles  was  more  customary  in  this  hospital  than  it  is  now,  when  I  did 
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not  cut  them  and  some  of  my  colleagues  did,  I  used  to  be  able  to  com- 
pare the  progress  of  cases  cut  and  of  cases  uncut,  and  time  after  time 
it  was  evident  that  the  cases  uncut  healed  more  readily  than  those  cut. 
A  man  who  is  now  in  the  hospital  I  have  brought  round  here  that  I 

may  illustrate  this  point  to  you.     This  is  the  man,  Timothy  C , 

aged  fifty-five.  When  he  came  in,  his  carbuncle  had  a  length  of  more 
than  six  inches,  and  a  breadth  of  three  and  a  half;  and  it  formed  the 
ordinary  hard,  compact,  tense  and  brawny  mass  that  a  carbuncle 
usually  does.  It  had  at  that  time  already  taken  to  suppurate,  and 
little  pustules  were  pointing  on  the  surface.  If  I  had  followed  the 
practice  of  incisions,  I  should  have  had  to  make  a  cut  in  one  direction 
of  about  seven  inches,  and  the  other  of  about  five,  and  after  that  I 
should  have  had  not  only  the  wounds  wide,  open  and  gaping,  and  hay- 
ing themselves  to  heal,  but  a  great  part  of  the  substance  of  the  car- 
buncle fairly  exposed,  and  also  under  the  necessity  of  healing.  But 
you  will  observe  that  the  whole  of  the  space  that  now  remains  to  heal 
18  a  series  of  openings  in  the  middle  of  the  carbuncle,  through  which 
the  sloughs  are  to  be  separated,  through  which,  indeed,  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  sloughs  have  already  been  discharged,  and  which  now 
merely  remain  to  be  healed  like  the  cavities  of  small  abscesses.  In 
that  way  you  narrow  greatly  the  extent  of  the  wounded  surface  to 
be  healed.  Indeed,  it  by  no  means  always  follows  that  the  whole  car- 
buncle, or  its  whole  base,  sloughs.  Carbuncles,  if  not  divided,  not 
unfrequently  only  suppurate  about  their  centers,  and  slough  only  in 
their  central  parts,  and  the  borders  merely  clear  up  by  the  softening 
and  dispersion  of  the  inflammatory  products  in  them.  In  every  case 
of  that  kind  you  save  greatly  the  amount  of  healing  which  has  to  be 
gone  through.  Nay,  in  some  cases  carbuncles  completely  abort.  One 
of  these  cases,  of  which  I  have  the  paper  on  the  table,  was  that  of  a 
woman,  aged  sixty-four,  who  came  in  with  a  carbuncle  nearly  as  large 
as  this,  in  a  condition  which,  it  might  be  said,  required  incision  at 
once;  but,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  small  points,  no  sup- 
puration or  sloughing  ensued.  That  carbuncle  dispersed,  aborted, 
cleared  away.  This  case  shows  the  more  ordinary  course  of  events — 
the  sloughing  of  the  central  part,  the  gradual  discharge  of  the  sloughs, 
and  the  comparatively  small  spaces  which  are  left  in  the  center  of  the 
carbuncle  as  the  sole  space  in  which  the  process  of  healing  has  to  be 
achieved. 

On  these  three  points,  which  are  the  grounds  that  have  been  as- 
signed as  reasons  for  cutting  carbuncles,  I  have  now  given  you  the 
evidence  on  which  I  have  ceased  from  the  practice.  I  fully  believe 
that  crucial  incisions  do  not  prevent  extension;  that  it  is  only  a 
limited  set  of  cases  in  which  the  incisions  diminish  pain;  and  that 
with  regard  to  the  time  that  is  occupied  in  healing  with  or  without 
incisions,  the  healing  without  incisions  is  very  clearly  and  certainly  a 
great  deal  the  quicker. 

The  kind  of  incisions  that  I  have  been  speaking  of  is  the  old  plan 
of  crucial  incisions.  Another  method  which  I  have  occasionally  tried, 
but  of  which  I  can  only  state  the  same  general  results,  is  that  of  sub- 
cutaneous incision.     This  has  been  supposed  to  have  the  same  general 
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effect  as  the  other ;  and  I  think  the  same  general  conclusions  may  be 
drawn  respecting  it:  that  it  is  a  measure  unnecessary  in  the  treatment 
of  carbuncle,  and  that  it  retards  rather  than  hastens  the  healing. 
When  I  -speak  thus  of  the  incision  of  carbuncles,  however,  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  there  is  no  condition  of  carbuncle  in  which  an  incis- 
ion is  not  useful.  Sometimes  a  carbuncle  sloughs  in  its  central  part, 
with  one  continuous  slough  of  integument  holding  a  quantity  of  pus. 
In  that  case  you  would  cut  through  the  slough,  or  through  any  adjacent 
part  o£  the  carbuncle,  to  let  out  the  pus,  as  you  would  open  an  ordin- 
ary abscess.  But  this  is  not  a  measure  which  is  commonly  under- 
stood by  the  "incision  of  a  carbuncle." 

If  you  ask  why  one  may  not  cut  a  carbuncle  though  it  may  do  no 
good,  I  reply  that  you  should  never  be  actively  useless,  and  that  there 
are  some  eases  in  which  cutting  does  considerable  harm.  Carbuncles, 
for  the  most  part,  occur  in  persons  broken  down  in  health,  exhausted 
by  over-work,  or  by  bad  food,  or  in  general  deteriorated  health — as 
sometime  in  diabetes  or  albuminuria;  and  in  all  these  states  it  is  a 
good  general  rule  to  save  the  blood  they  need  for  healing.  The  loss 
of  blood  from  the  carbuncle  itself  would  not  be  considerable;  the  hard 
sabfitance  of  the  carbuncle,  when  cut  into,  does  not  bleed,  or  bleeds 
but  little.  But  to  carry  out  the  incision  perfectly,  you  have  to  cut  in- 
to the  adjacent  healthy  texture;  and  this  sometimes  bleeds  very  pro- 
fusely, so  as  to  lead  to  all  the  distress  and  pain  of  pfngging  the  wound 
with  this  or  that  substance  to  arrest  the  blood. 

Another  measure  in  the  treatment  of  carbuncles  which  is  supposed 
to  be  necessary,  is  very  high  feeding  and  large  quantities  of  stimu- 
lants. I  learned  the  opposite  of  this  in  one  of  those  cases  which  you 
will  do  always  well  to  study — those,  namely,  in  which  the  patient  re- 
fnses  to  do  what  you  advise  him.  It  is  from  such  cases  that  we  may 
often  learn  what  is  commonly  called  the  "  natural  history  of  disease  " — 
its  coarse  undisturbed  by  treatment.  A  case  occurred  to  me  once  of 
an  old  gentleman,  eighty  years  of  age,  who  had  a  carbuncle,  as  big  as  it 
could  be,  on  the  back  of  his  neck,  for  it  extended  from  one  ear  to  the 
other,  and  from  his  occipital  spine  to  the  third  cervical  vertebra.  He 
measured  it  for  his  own  amusement,  and  it  was  fourteen  inches  over  its 
sor&ce  transversely,  and  nine  inches  vertically — a  carbuncle,  then,  of 
the  largest  size,  and  one,  it  might  be  supposed,  attended  with  con- 
nderable  risk  to  life.  I  urged  him  very  strongly  to  take  a  large  quan- 
tity of  what  is  called  "support,"  for  I  was  at  that  time  under  an 
impression  of  its  necessity,  fie  absolutely  refused,  however,  and  no- 
thing would  induce  him  to  take  it.  I  was  therefore  content  to  stand 
by  and  study  the  natural  history  of  disease  in  this  huge  carbuncle ; 
and  the  natural  history  of  it  was  a  history  that  one  would  have  wished 
to  witness  in  every  carbuncle  of  its  size,  for  no  case  could  pass  through 
ita  course  in  a  better  method.  He  led  his  ordinary  abstemious  life, 
took  moderate  quantities  of  food  and  of  stimulant,  lived  through  a  car- 
bancle  of  the  greatest  severity,  and  finally  made  a  complete  recovery 
and  lived  for  several  years  after. 

Another  ease  which  impressed  me  very  much  was  that  of  a  friend 
of  my  own  in  the  profession,  who  had  a  carbuncle  on  the  back  of  his 
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neck,  of  very  considerable  size.  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  and  Hr.  Staalej 
attended  him  with  me,  and  under  their  advice  the  carbuncle  was  cut. 
I  watched  its  course  afterwards,  and  felt  sure  that  the  cutting  had 
done  neither  good  nor  harm.  It  went  on  as  carbuncles  do  when  not 
cut.  But  the  gentleman  was  subject  to  intense  headaches,  of  which  ke 
knew  by  experience  the  only  possible  remedy  was  almost  entirely  to 
leave  off  food,  and  absolutely  and  entirely  to  leave  off  stimulants.  One 
of  the  headaches  occurred  during  the  course  of  the  carbuncle,  at  a  time 
when  we  had  put  him  upon  very  full  diet  and  abundant  stimulant.  He 
said  then  that  he  must  leave  off  his  stimulants  and  food,  and  we  looked 
with  some  alarm  on  what  would  be  the  result  on  the  progress  of  the 
carbuncle.  I  remember  Mr.  Stanley  saying  to  him,  in  his  distinct 
manner,  "  My  dear  fellow,  if  you  don't  take  food,  you  will  die."  "Very 
well,"  he  said,  "then  I  will  die,  but  I  will  not  take  food  and  iacrease 
my  headache."  According  to  his  own  wish,  therefore,  we  reduced  his 
diet  to  a  very  low  level.  The  course  of  the  carbuncle  was  not  affected 
at  all,  unless  it  were  for  good ;  and  after  three  or  four  days  of  this, 
which  might  be  called  comparative  starvation,  he  described  himself  in 
his  own  emphatic  fashion  as  being  "as  jolly  as  a  sand-boy." 

Since  that  time  I  have  watched  carefully  all  cases  that  I  have  seen, 
and  I  am  certain  that  there  is  no  good  to  be  obtained  by  large  feeding 
or  abundant  stimulants  in  ordinary  cases  of  carbuncle.  The  whole  of 
these  cases  that  have  been  in  the  hospital  were  put  on  our  ordinary 
meat  diet,  with  a  pint  of  porter  daily;  and  I  see  that  two  of  thenk 
have  had  four  ounces  of  wine  a  day,  one  of  these  being  a  person  aged 
sixty-four  and  the  other  sixty-three,  and  both  having  carbuncles  of 
considerable  size.  You  will  find  that  for  patients  in  private  life  it  will 
do  very  well  if  you  tell  them  that  they  may  have  about  two-thirds  of 
their  ordinary  amount  of  food,  and  about  the  same  proportion  of  their 
ordinary  quantity  of  stimulants.  But  indeed  there  is  scarcely  an^ 
reason  to  change  in  any  material  degree  the  ordinary  mode  of  life  of 
a  patient  with  carbuncle.  So  far  as  he  can  with  comfort  take  that  to 
which  he  is  accustomed,  so  far  he  may.  If  his  diet  has  been  habituallj 
low,  so  it  may  remain ;  if  habitually  high,  so,  within  certain  limits  and 
somewhat  reduced,  it  may  still  remain. 

Now  you  may  ask  what  I  should  set  down  as  the'  things  to  be  done 
for  a  carbuncle.  These  boards,  nearly  bare  as  they  are,  may  tell  you. 
In  local  treatment  one  of  the  best  things  you  can  do,  if  the  carbuncle 
is  small,  is  to  cover  it  with  emplastrum  plumbi  spread  upon  leather^ 
with  a  hole  in  the  middle  through  which  the  pus  can  exude  and  the 
slough  can  come  away.  That,  occasionally  changed,  is  all  the  covering 
that  a  small  carbuncle  will  need.  It  is  difficult  thus  to  cover  the  whole 
surface  of  a  large  carbuncle,  and  to  keep  it  clean;  therefore,  I  think 
the  best  application  for  that  is  the  common  resin  cerate.  This  should 
be  spread  large  enough  to  cover  the  whole  carbuncle,  and  over  it  should 
be  laid  a  poultice  of  half  linseed-meal  and  half  bread.  And,  if  yoa 
want  to  exercise  your  skill,  learn  to  make  that  poultice  well,  and  to 
put  it  on  well,  and  to  keep  it  in  its  place  well.  That  niode  of  dress- 
ing the  carbuncle,  so  far  as  the  materials  are  concerned,  will  last 
through  its  whole  course;  but  whilst  the  caxbunole  is  making  progreaa. 
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ind  diseharging  its  slough,  yon  will  find  plenty  of  room  for  the  exer- 
cise of  considerable  Bkill  in  dressing  it,  and  filling  np  the  caTities 
with  soft  substance  spread  with  this  ointment.  Besides  this,  the  car- 
buncles are  to  be  carefully  washed,  especially  with  some  deodorising 
sabfitanee,  as  Condy's  fluid,  or  weak  carbolic  acid,  and  the  caTities 
may  be  syringed  out  with  it.  The  importance  of  cleanliness  is  very 
grest  You  noticed  in  the  man  whom  I  showed  you  just  now,  the 
spots  of  acne  and  boils  around  the  edges  of  the  carbuncle.  This  points 
cat  the  necessity  of  care,  which  I  suppose  had  not  been  taken  there, 
to  keep  the  surface  of  the  skin  adjacent  to  the  carbuncle  perfectly  dry, 
and  free  from  any  contact  with  the  discharge,  which  seems  really  to 
lisTe  the  power  of  infecting  the  neighboring  skin,  and  so  producing 
the  boils  which  are  apt  to  arise,  sometimes  in  clusters,  around  the  car- 
buncle. Of  diet  I  have  already  spoken  to  you.  Of  medicines  I  say 
lothing.  Quinine,  bark,  and  other  medicines  of  that  class,  may  be 
giTen  if  yon  please,  or  in  case  of  evident  need,  and  so  may  aperients ; 
imt  there  is  really  no  need  of  them  in  an  ordinary  case  of  carbuncle. 
Bat  there  is  one  medicine  which  you  may  find  very  valuable,  and  that 
is  opium,  especially  in  all  the  earlier  painful  stages  of  carbuncle,  in 
which  it  relieves  the  sufferings  as  thoroughly  as  incisions,  or  anything 
I  know.  After  the  early  stages,  even  that  is  unnecessary,  except  for 
seme  patient  who  may  be  unable  to  sleep. 

But  there  is  one  measure  in  the  treatment  of  carbuncle  which  is 
leldom  employed,  and  yet  is  of  great  importance,  and  that  is  letting 
the  patient  have  very  free  air.  The  general  idea  that  carbuncles  are 
very  dangerous  diseases,  has  commonly  led  to  the  patients  being  en- 
tirely confined  to  bed  and  kept  shut  up  in  their  rooms.  There  is  in 
that  an  unnecessary  care;  and  this,  too,  I  learned  from  a  patient  who 
refused  to  comply  with  injunctions — ^a  gentleman  with  a  large  car- 
biiDcle  on  the  back  of  his  head,  who  would  not  keep  his  bedroom. 
He  had  been  accustomed  to  an  active  life,  and  after  seventy  or  eighty 
years  of  that  custom,  he  was  quite  indisposed  to  remain  in  his  room. 
So  with  that  carbuncle  he  daily  came  down  stairs,  changing  his  room 
and  moving  about  the  house  as  well  as  the  pain  and  weakness  would 
allow  him.  No  carbuncle  could  go  on  better ;  all  the  stages  were  passed 
through  without  any  risk  or  trouble,  and  it  healed  with  unusual  speed. 
After  that  I  had  a  yet  more  striking  case.  A  lady  came  to  London 
^for  the  season,''  as  she  called  it;  and  she  had  not  been  here  more 
than  a  week  or  ten  days  before  a  carbuncle  came  out  on  the  back  of 
her  head,  just  under  her  hair.  It  was  a  great  vexation  to  her  that  she 
had  to  give  up  all  her  amusements ;  and  so,  as  she  did  not  mind  the 
pain,  she  would  go  out.  And  it  was  then  that,  for  the  first  time  and 
the  last,  I  saw  any  value  in  a  '^chignon."  She  dressed  her  carbuncle 
under  the  chignon,  and  went  to  the  park,  to  the  theater,  and  to  dances 
■nkarnied,  and  with  her  carbuncle  quite  unseen,  and  no  trouble  what^ 
ever  followed.  It  healed  up  after  the  ordinary  fashion  in  about  the 
ordinary  time.  But,  indeed,  you  may  see  cases  of  this  description  on 
a  much  larger  scale,  if  you  watch  the  carbuncles  that  come  to  us  in  the 
out-patients'  room.  There  we  often  see  them  of  considerable  size,  and 
ihey  do  as  well  among  the  out-patients  as  among  the  in-patients ;  and 
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jet  these  out-patients  are  freely  in  the  air  all  day.  And  inany  of  tbem 
continue  at  their  work.  So  you  may  set  it  down  as  one  point  to  be 
Attended  to  in  the  management  of  carbuncles,  that  patients  should  not 
be  confined  to  iheir  room.  They  should  at  least  have  change  of  air 
in  their  own  house ;  and,  unless  they  are  too  low,  they  should  not  avoid 
•exposure  to  the  fresh  open  air. 

Treating  your  cases  of  carbuncle  upon  this  plan,  I  .believe  you 
will  find  that  the  great  majority  will  pass  through  their  course  well. 
I  can  not  tell  you  what  the  ordinary  proportion  of  deaths  from  car- 
J>uncle  is ;  but  I  know  that  carbuncles  4ire  commonly  looked  upon  in 
•the  profession  as  dangerous  things,  and  a  large  carbuncle  on  the  back 
of  the  head  is  considered  to  be  fraught  with  risk  to  the  patient's  life. 
But  that  is  very  far  from  being  the  case  in  my  experience.  Remem- 
bering, as  far  as  I  can,  or  rather  guessing  at  the  number  of  carbuncles 
I  have  had  to  treat,  I  should  say  that  there  is  no  other  disease  «f  the 
same  extent  and  general  severity  which  is  attended  with  so  little  risk 
to  life,  During  twenty  years  of  hospital  and  private  |>ractice,  I  can 
not  have  treated  less  than  two  hundred  carbuncles :  and  of  these  two 
hundred,  four  have  died,  giving  a  mortality,  at  a  fair  guess,  of  only 
two  per  cent. — ^a  mortality  which  is  less  than  that  of  most  of  the  minor 
operations  of  surgery,  and  less  really  than  that  of  any  disease  of  equal 
severity  that  you  can  name.  Of  those  four  deaths,  one  occurred  in  a 
|)atient  aged  seventy-eight,  who  died  of  erysipelas  after  the  carbuncle 
had  nearly  healed.  Another  was  a  gentleman  of  about  fifty-five  years 
of  age,  who  died  of  chronic  pyaemia.  The  third  was  a  gentleman  aged 
fifty,  who  died  with  acute  pyaemia.  And  the  fourth  was  a  patient  of 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  who  died  rapidly  exhausted.  The  first  three 
were  from  causes  which  may  almost  be  called  accidental ;  for  so  wc 
call  them  when  occurring  after  an  operation,  and  it  would  be  unrea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  any  other  method  of  treatment  would  have 
averted  the  consequences.  The  other  died,  possibly,  on  account  of 
the  deficient  stimulation ;  for  iie  was  a  man  who  had  lived  freely,  and 
took  during  treatment  less  than  he  had  been  accustomed  toiiave.  The 
main  point,  however,  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  your  attention,  is  that 
the  mortality  may  be  as  little  as  two  per  cent.  I  can  not  doubt  that 
the  mortality  was  considerably  larger  when  carbuncles  were  severely 
cut;  for  the  severe  cutting  meant  often  sevej^e  bleeding,  and  was 
attended  with  all  the  consequences  of  large  wounds.  Thus,  though 
I  do  not  know  the  exact  |)roportion,  I  believe  that  the  general  repu- 
tation of  the  danger  of  carbuncle  was  well  founded,  and  that  among 
the  reasons  for  the  diminished  mortality  of  carbuncles  may  be  set 
down  as  chief,  the  more  frequent  avoidance  of  the  custom  of  cutting 
them. 

Speaking  of  the  mortality  of  carbuncle,  however,  I  must  remind 
you  that  I  am  not  speaking  of  a  disease  which  sometimes  passes  under 
the  name  of  carbuncle — the  carbuncular  inflammation  of  the  lip  which 
Bometimes  occurs  in  young  persons ;  a  disease  which  you  may  not  have 
jeen,  and  may  pass  many  years  without  seeing.  It  was  described  by  a 
former  house-surgeon  of  this  hospital,  Mr.  Harvey  Ludlow,  as  malig- 
nant pustule  of  the  lip.     Dr.  Budd,  of  Bristol,  has  also  so  described 
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ii  CommeDcing  at  one  spot,  inflammation  of  the  whole  lip  follows 
and  spreads  to  the  face,  and  then  disease  of  the  lymphatics  snsues, 
with  pyaemia  as  its  consequence.  It  is  a  disease  so  unlike  carbuncle, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  known  under  the  same  name.  It  seems  to  me 
not  like  the  accounts  given  of  the  malignant  pustule  abroad,  and  I 
hiTe  seen  no  other  disease  like  it  in  England.  It  attacks  especially 
Tonng  persons  from  fifteen  to  twenty-one ;  and  of  fifteen  cases  that  I 
hare  seen,  only  one  recovered.  That  disease  is  not  carbuncle,  nor  is 
the  mortality  of  that  disease  to  be  counted  in  estimating  the  mortality 
from  carbuncle.  Ordinary  carbuncle  on  the  lip  and  face  has  none  of 
those  special  characters,  and  is  not  more  fatal  in  those  situations  than 
in  tny  other. — Lancet^  Jannary  ISth,  1869, 
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ESSAY  ON  THE  THERAPEUTIC  VALUE  OF  CERTAIN  AR- 
TICLES OF  MATERIA  MEDICA  OF  RECENT  INTRODUC- 
TION.  . 

BY  JOHN   H.   GRISCOM,   M.   D. 

SepciBted  from  tbe  Tranmctions  of  the  Now  York  State  Medical  Society  for  18C8.    Albany :  Van 
Benthuyaen  k  Loos*  Staam  PrinUng  Houae,  1808. 


This  hrochure  of  nineteen  pages,  presents  'Hhe  results  of  an  ex- 
tended and  successful  experience  with  the  employment  of  two  articles 
of  the  materia  medica  of  comparatively  recent  introduction" — the 
taipkiU  talt$  of  soda,  and  glycerine — the  first  as  an  internal,  and  the 
second  as  an  external  remedy. 

Dr.  Griscom  states  that  he  has  employed  the  first  named  article  in 
tboat  three  hundred  instances,  with  scarcely  a  single  failure  in  those 
cues,  to  which,  according  to  his  theory  of  its  modus  operandi,  it  was 
speeially  adapted. 

Dr.  G.  helieves  that  this  medicine,  when  used  internally,  acts  not 
wly  as  an  antiseptic,  a  preventer  of  decomposition  and  of  fermenta- 
tion; hut  also  a  promoter  of  digestion  in  cases  in  which  the  gastric 
juice  may  he  deficient  in  some  of  its  essential  acidulous  ingredients. 
The  diseases  in  which  it  has  proved  most  useful,  are  diarrhoea,  dysen- 
tery, cholera  morbus  and  dyspepsia.  The  dose  is  "  from  five,  to  twenty, 
forty,  or  sixty  grains,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient  and  the 
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force  of  the  symptoms,  administered  two,  four,  or  six  times  a  day." 
We  are  informed  that  in  all  zymotic  diseases,  this  remedy  may  be 
employed  with  assurance  of  powerful  aid  to  other  medical  measures. 
When  all  the  author's  sanguine  expectations  in  regard  to  this  medi- 
cine are  realized,  we  may  say  that  for  most  diseases, 

— — "  The  lOTereigii'st  thing  on  earth/' 

While  we  regard  the  sulphite  salts  of  soda  as  valuable  medical 
agents,  our  limited  experience  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  they  have 
less  value  than  has  been  assigned  them  by  Dr.  Griscom. 

The  valuable  results  the  author  claims  to  have  obtained  from  the 
external  application  of  glycerine,  were  dependent  upon  the  affinity 
possessed  by  this  agent  for  aqueous  fluids,  including  the  serum  of  the 
blood.  The  following  extract  presents  the  views  of  Dr.  G.:  ''In 
furuncles,  erysipelas,  ophthalmia,  nasal  inflammation,  urethritis,  and 
other  inflammatory  and  congestive  troubles — in  not  one  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  such  cases,  have  I  been  disappointed  in  the  alleged  tendency  of 
the  oil  to  drain  o£f  the  serum,  even  through  the  perfect  integument, 
and  the  effect  has  been  almost  as  uniformly  demonstrative  of  its  de- 
pletory power  as  if  the  blood  ^itself  had  been  removed  from  the  part. 
In  fact,  glycerine  may  be  regarded  as  a  good  substitute  for  leeches 
and  blisters,  and  in  some  instances,  for  surgical  operations." 

J.  R.  W. 


PRONOUNCING  MEDICAL  LEXICON,  CONTAINING  THE 
CORRECT  PRONUNCIATION  AND  DEFINITION  OP 
TERMS  USED  IN  MEDICINE  AND  THE  COLLATERAL 
SCIENCES,  WITH  ADDENDA,  CONTAINING  ABBREVIA- 
TIONS USED  IN  PRESCRIPTIONS,  AND  LIST  OF  POISONS 
AND  THEIR  ANTIDOTES. 


BY  C.    H.   CLEAVBLANB,   M.   D. 
Elerenth  Edition.    PhilAdelphia:  Lindsay  k  BUkiston,  IMD.    Price,  $1.25. 


Daily  observation  renders  the  fact  evident  that  a  work  of  this  kind 
is  needed.  Students,  in  their  pronunciation  of  medical  terms,  usually 
follow  the  usages  of  their  preceptor  and  the  professors  of  the  colleges 
they  attend.    These  persons  are,  unfortunately,  not  always  entirely 
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reliable,  and  as  a  consequence,  the  habit  of  mispronouncing  certain 
words  is  acquired,  a  habit  that  will  certainly,  sooner  or  later,  canse  ite 
possessor  great  annoyance.  The  use  of  a  carefully  prepared  pronoun- 
cing lexicon,  will  do  much  to  prevent  such  a  result.  The  one  under 
consideration  may  be  generally  depended  on  for  correct  pronunciation ; 
jet  it  is  not  always  infallible.  The  phonotypic  alphabet  is  used  to 
represent  pronunciation.  This  alphabet,  containing,  as  it  does,  a  dis- 
tinct character  for  each  of  the  forty-three  elementary  sounds,  allows 
the  precise  pronunciation  of  a  word  to  be  represented  without  diffi- 
enlty.  This  alphabet  is  giyen  and  a  knowledge  of  it  can  be  acquired 
in  a  short  time.  J.  R.  W. 


THE  PHYSICIAN'S  DOSE  AND  SYMPTOM  BOOK,  CONTAIN- 
ING  THE  DOSES  AND  USES  OF  ALL  THE  PRINCIPAL 
ARTICLES  OF  THE  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  OFFICINAL 
PREPARATIONS,  &c.       

BY  JOSEPH  H.  WTTHE8,  A.   M.,  M.   D. 
Kghlh  Edition.    Philadelphia :  Lindaay  a  BlaklBton,  1868.    Price,  $1.00. 


The  faTor  with  which  this  little  mannal  has  been  received,  as  shown 
by  the  demand  for  an  eighth  edition,  sufficiently  proves  its  value.  It 
was  compiled  for  the  use  of  students ;  but  it  also  seems  as  a  vade  mecum 
for  the  general  practitioner,  and  serves  the  trouble  of  reference  to  larger 
and  more  elaborate  works.  J.  R.  W. 


ON  CHRONIC  BRONCHITIS,  ESPECIALLY  AS  CONNECTED 
WITH  GOUT,  EMPHYSEMA,  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE 
HEART.  

BY  E.  HENDLAM  QREENHOW,  M.  B. 

Philndelphia,  FennsylTanift :  Undnj  a  BUtkiston,  18G9.    Price,  $2.60. 


The  author  of  this  exceedingly  instructive  little  volume  comes  not 
unheralded  among  us.  His  very  valuable  observations  on  Dvpliiheria^ 
published  in  The  Lancet^  not  long  since,  are  still  fresh  in  our  memory. 
Evincing,  a^  those  articles  did,  so  much  careful  thought.  Dr.  Green- 
how  haf>  impressed  us  with  the  idea  that  he  is  a  writer,  from  whom,  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


176  WESTERN  JOURNAL  OF  KSBICINE. 

use  a  common  expresBion,  "we  expect  great  things."  To  say  tbftt  in 
his  present  undertaking,  all  of  our  anticipations  are  fully  realised, 
would  be  but  paying  him  a  compliment  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled. 

The  subject  of  his  book,  Chronic  Bronchitis^  will  appear  to  many, 
rather  trite  and  prosy.  So  it  is,  as  ordinarily  treated  of  in  the  yarious 
text  books;  but  Dr.  G.  throws  around  his  theme  so  much  of  freshness,  so 
much  of  novelty  and  originality,  that  he  seems,  as  it  were,  to  be  ad- 
vancing into  a  territory  altogether  new  and  unexplored. 

The  work,  which  is  eminently  clinical,  does  not,  as  our  author 
states,  profess  to  be  a  systematic  treatise  on  bronchitis,  but  is  simply 
a  record  of  certain  opinions  and  conclusions  concerning  the  patholog- 
ical nature  of  that  affection,  to  which  he  has  arrived,  after  a  careful 
study,  and  collation  of  cases.  It  is  thus,  happily,  devoid  of  much  of 
the  dryness  incident  to  a  descriptive  detail  of  symptoms,  diagnosis, 
prognosis  and  treatment,  found  in  systematic  works. 

It  is  divided  into  eight  lectures.  The  first  and  second  lecture  be- 
ing devoted  to  the  general  etiology  of  bronchitis,  and  bronchitis  arising 
iVom  cold,  and  mechanical  irritation ;  the  third  and  fourth  to  bronchi- 
tis in  its  relation  to  gout;  and  the  remaining  ones  to  bronchitis  in 
connection  with  emphysema  and  diseases  of  the  heart. 

It  will  strike  many  with  surprise  that  the  author  devotes  so  little 
space  to  the  consideration  of  exposure  to  cold  as  a  cause  of  this  affec- 
tion. Cold,  which  is  so  universally  regarded  as  a  powerful  and  ever- 
acting  factor  in  the  production  of  bronchial  inflammations,  and  other 
pulmonary  lesions,  he  disposes  of  without  much  ceremony,  as  possess- 
ing but  a  modicum  of  etiological  importance.  He  bases  this  view,  not 
upon  mere  theoretical  grounds,  but  upon  what  he  regards  as  firm  clin- 
ical data.  In  but  five  out  of  sixty-six  cases,  could  he  trace  the  bronch- 
ial trouble  to  the  action  of  the  cause  mentioned.  That  cold  produces 
bronchitis,  is  the  exception,  rather  than  the  rule. 

While  Dr.  Greenhow  relates  not  a  few  cases  resulting  from  mechan- 
ical causes,  the  great  bulk  of  them  are  brought  forward  to  demon- 
strate the  very  intricate  relationship  existing  between  the  various 
forms  of  bronchial  inflammation,  and  the  gouty  dyscrasia,  and  it  is 
just  in  this  connection  that  our  author  evinces  great  cogency  of  rea- 
soning. 

His  arguments  to  establish  so  close  a  relationship  between  two  such 
seemingly  different  pathological  conditions,  are  not  at  all  specious,  but 
show  such  analytical  tact^  and  such  power  of  tracing  effects  back  to 
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eansea,  t&at  they  seem  to  carry  conviction  with  them,  and  we  feel  al- 
moat  compelled  to  sabscribe  ourselves  believers. 

Since  the  history  of  medicine  began,  catarrhs  have  been  said  to- 
arise  from  exposure  to  cold,  vague  as  it  is  in  its  action.  On  the  inquiry 
being  made  by  sufferers  from  bronchitis,  as  to  the  cause  of  their  trouble, 
prmctitioners  are  content  with  the  answer  that  it  arises  from  '*  taking 
eold."  The  same  question  has  been  asked,  and  the  same  answer  been 
given  fer  generations  back.  A  cold,  and*  a  dronchitiSy  have,  in  fact^ 
become  synonymous  terms. 

As  has  been  remarked  before,  Br.  Greenhow  is  opposed  to  this  ex- 
clttsiTe  view  as  to-  the  causation  of  these  affections ;  and  his  cases,  with 
the  deductions  based  thereon,  indicate,  if  they  indicate  anything  at  alf, 
that  we  must  look  a  little  further  for*  it.  The  gouty  dyscrasia,  is,  with 
bim,  a  powerful  factor  in  these  causations.  After  all,  may  not  olher 
pulmonary  inflammations,  such  as  pneumonia  and  pleurisy,  be  the  re- 
sults of  some  profound*  diathetic  or  constitutional  disorder?  If  such 
be  the  case,  we  may  possibly  explain  the  beneficial  action  of  some  of 
the  therapeutic  agents  often  brought  to  bear  against  them.  The  good 
effects  of  alkalies  in  acute  bronchitis,  and  of  the  iodide  of  potassium 
in  the  chronic  form,  are  proverbial.  Instead  of  referring  the  action 
of  these  remedies  to  some  vague  alterative  or  defibrinizing  influence, 
may  we  not  attribute  it  to  a  directly  antidotal  or  eliminative  power? 

Bheumatism  is,  also,  mentioned  as  being  in  some  manner  connected 
with  attacks  of  bronchitis,  but  not  so  frequently  as  gout.  The  latter 
affection,  on  account  of  its  much  greater  frequency  in  England  than 
this  country,  may  play  a  very  prominent  part  in  its  association  with 
bronchitis,  but  can  not  be  a  very  fruitful  source  of  the  affection  here. 
Rheumatism,  which  prevails  so  largely  in  our  country,  to  the  exclusion 
of  gouty  may  take  the  place*  of  it,  in  its  bronchitic  tendencies. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  well  to  state  that  Dr.  Greenhow  is  not  al- 
together alone  in  his  views  as  to  the  relationship  existing  between 
rheumatism,  gout,  and  certain  pulmonary  affections;  for  Pollock,  in  his 
admirable  monograph  on  the  '^Elements  of  Prognosis  in  Consumption," 
states  distinctly  as  his  opinion,  that  the  tubercular,  rheumatic  and 
gouty  diatheses  are  closely  allied.  This  may,  in  a  manner,  explain 
the  remarkable  statement  of  our  author,  that  the  tubercular  dycrasia 
engenders  a  hereditary  tendency  to  bronchial  inflammations,  and  that 
these,  in  their  turn,  may  give  rise  to  a  tubercular  tamt.  Gout  and 
rheumatism,  are^  as  it  were,,  sandwiched'  in  between.  According  to 
this,  one  generation  may  possess  an  organic  weakness  of  the  respira- 
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tory  apparatus,  evidenced  by  a  broncliitiB,  whicli  will  transmit  to  a  suc- 
ceeding generation  another  organic  weakness  in  the  form  of  phthisis; 
gout  and  rheumatism  being  mere  modifications  of  the  same  diathesis, 
but  spending  their  force  on  different  tissues. 

The  assertion  that  bronchitis  engenders  phthisis,  and  phthisis  bron- 
chitis, will  not  seem  orthodox  teaching  to  those  authorities  who  be- 
lieve in  their  mutually  protective  influence. 

Practitioners,  as  a  regular  thing,  are  too  apt  to  regard  bronchitis 
in  the  light  of  a  trivial  affection.  When  patients  with  some  chronic 
pulmonary  disorder  apply  to  them,  it  is  very  common  to  hear  the  med- 
ical adviser  say :  ^^  You  need  not  be  alarmed,  you  only  have  a  little  bron- 
chitis.*' It  is  not  true  that  bronchitis  is  an  affection  which  is  to  be 
treated  lightly.  Following  in  its  train,  and  dependent  on  it  as  a  cause, 
are  many  morbid  conditions  which  tend  slowly,  but  only  too  surely,  to 
a  fatal  termination.  We  will  merely  mention  emphysema,  hypertrophy 
with  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  disease  of  the  liver  and  renal  affec- 
tions. To  all  of  these,  as  resultants  of  bronchitis,  Br.  Oreenhow  en- 
forces attention. 

The  two  lectures  devoted  to  cardiac  affections,  develop  the  facts 
that  bronchitis  may  stand  in  a  causative  relation  to  disease  of  the 
right  side  of  the  heart,  and  in  relation  of  effect,  to  disease  of  the  left 
side.  Bronchitis  in  the  one  case  being  a  cause  of  disease,  and  in  the 
other,  an  effect. 

The  author's  remarks  upon  emphysema  are  practical  and  instruc- 
tive. After  reviewing  the  theories  of  Laennec,  Jenner  and  others, 
as  to  the  causation  and  mechanism  of  emphysema,  he  clearly  states 
his  own.  While  he  thinks  it  may  arise,  in  some*  instances,  from 
bronchitis,  asthma,  and  other  antecedent  diseases,  he  regards  it  as  of- 
tenest  due  to  an  organic  weakness  of  the  lung  tissue,  dependent  upon 
some  constitutional  or  diathetic  condition. 

There  is  nothing  particularly  new  in  his  selection  of  the  special 
remedies  for  bronchitis.  They  grow  naturally  out  of  his  peculiar 
views  as  to  the  pathological  nature  of  the  affection,  being  mainly  tonic, 
antidotal  and  eliminative.  The  tincture  of  larchy  which  seems  to  be  a 
favorite  remedy  with  him,  is  efficacious,  we  suppose,  like  all  the  other 
terebinthinates,  without  the  objection  of  its  producing  nausea  and  irri- 
tation of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 

If  the  author  but  continues  his  investigations,  we  may  hope  that 
he  will  effect  as  much  towards  the  elucidation  of  bronchitis  as  have 
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tboee  of  Herard  and  Comeil,  Yillemin,  Niemeyor,  Wilson  Fox  and 
others  accomplislied  for  its  oongener,  palmonary  phthisis. 

We  close  oar  notice  of  this  little  work,  by  stating  that  we  have 
rarely  experienced  so  much  pleasure  from  reading  ai^  production  as 
we  hare  from  this.  To  those  who  are  especially  interested  in  the  study 
of  this  class  of  affections,  "and  even  to  the  general  practitioner,  we  will 
say  that  ita  perusal  will  fUly  repay  them.  C.  B. 


THE  USB  OF  THE  LARTNOOSCOPB  IN  DISEASES  OF  THE 
THROAT,  WITH  AN  ESSAY  ON  HOARSENESS,  LOSS  OF 
VOICE  AND  STRIDULOUS  BREATHING,  IN  RELATION 
TO  NERVOMUSCULAR  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  LARYNX. 

BT  XORELL  MACK;XNZIS,  X.  D., 

UndoB.,  V.  n.  C  P.  PlijrsteiaB  to  the  HotpiUl  fbr  DImsms  of  the  Throat,  etc.    Seeo&d  Xditioii, 
vlth  additloas,  and  •  ehaptor  od  the  Bxamination  of  the  Naial  Pewgee,  by  J.  8ou«  Cownr, 
M.  D.,  anthor  of  **  Inhalation ;  Its  Therapeutics  and  Practtee,"  etc.,  pp.  S89,  with 
two  Uthogranhic  plates  ssd  flftyone  illostratlonvon^rood.  Philadelphia : 
LIndaej  M  Blaklston.  IMO.    7or  nle  by  0.  P.  Wftder,  Indiana- 
polls;  Robert  Clarke  a  Co.,  ObKHnaaal.   tMoe,  $3.00. 


The  appearance  in  England  of  a  second  edition  of  Dr.  Mackenzie's 
** Treatise  on  the  Use  of  t)ie  Laryngoscope,"  within  a  comparatively 
short  period  after  its  reprint  in  this  countiiy,  lias  required  the  Ameri* 
can  publishers  to  issue  a  new  edition  equally  complete.  This  comes 
to  us  in  the  shape  of  a  handsome  Tolume,  printed  in  large  clear  type, 
on  fine  paper,  making  its  examination  a  pleasure,  instead  of  a  task  for 
OTcrworked  eyes. 

The  favorable  reception  awarded  to  Ae  first  edition  of  this  book, 
renders  praise  of  it  now  a  ^0i4  of  supererogation,  therefore,  we  will 
simply  call  attestion  to  the  n^W  matter  contained  in  this  edition.  This 
oonsiats  of  '< Additions  on  (he  Use  of  the  Laryngq^ope,'*  a  report  of 
several  interesting  oases,  and  a  recent  essay  on  *<  Hoarseness,  Loss  of 
Toiee,  and  Stri'daloi^s  Breathing,  in  relation  to  Nervo-Muscular  Af- 
feetions  of  the  Laicyns,''  l(j  Dr.  Mackeniie,  and  ''Some  more  Explicit 
Instmctions  wMh  regaird  to  the  Manipulation  of  Laryngeal  Instru- 
ments," together  with  a  description  of  some  which  are  more  readily 
procarable  in  this  countiy  than  those  described  by  Dr.  Mackeniie,  and 
which  experienoe  has  proved  most  serviceable,  ''Additions  on  Apho- 
nia," witfc  ilfautrative  cases,  and  a  chapter  on  "Examination  of  the 
Haaal  Passa^aa,"  by  ika  American  editor,  l>r.  J.  Solis  Cohen,  of  Phil- 
•delphia. 
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There  is  now  no  division  of  sentiment  among  the  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  in  relation  to  the  valuable  aid  afforded  by  the 
"art  of  laryngoscopy/'  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  diseases  of 
the  larynx.  To  all  who  now  practice,  or  would  acquire  this  art,  we 
most  warmly  recommend  the  work  we  have  just  examined. 

J.  R.  W. 


JOINED  TWINS— THE  OBSTETRICAL  AND  SURGICAL  MAN- 
AOEMENT,  WITH  REMARKS. 


BT  A.  B.  COOK,  A.  If.,  If.  D., 

ProftMor  of  tba  Principle  and  Pxmctic«  of  Bmgtrjy  Kontvoky  School  of  Mediolno.    Lonisrille, 

Ky.,  18M.    Vp.  M. 


This  pamphlet  gives  the  history  of  the  delivery  of  a  case  of  joined 
twins,  in  the  practice  of  E.  C.  Bright,  of  Eminence,  Kentucky,  in  1865, 
a  description  of  the  monstrosity  after  it  was  delivered,  and  the  resulta 
of  a  poBt'fnartem  inspection  of  the  dead  bodies* 

Some  attention  is  given  to  the  general  consideration  of  human 
monstrosities,  together  witli  the  rules  which  should  guide  the  accoucheur 
in  attendance  on  their  delivery ;  and  the  brochure  closes  with  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  condition  of  the  Siamese  Twins,  and  the  propriety  of 
their  separation  by  surgical  art,  deciding  pointedly  against  such  an 
operation. while  the  twins  both  have  health  and  comfort.  We  do  not 
join  the  author  in  his  reasoning  or  conclusion  about  the  Siamese  Twins ; 
but  recommend  the  pamphlet  as  a  valuable  monograph  on  the  subject 
of  human  monsters.  J.  F.  H. 


MEDICAL  COMMUNICATIONS,  WITH  THE  PROCEEDINGS 
OF  THE  SEYENTY- SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONYBNTION  OF 
THE  CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY,  HELD  AT  NEW 
HAVEN,  MAY  27  AND  28,  1868. 

New  BaTVD :  Poblbhed  by  tbe  Society.    Moos  C.  Whits,  M.  I>.,  Socretary. 


These  communications,  together  with  the  transactions  proper,  make 
a  handsome  volume  of  two  hundred  and  eight  pages.  The  '<  annual 
address  "'of  the  president.  Dr.  C.  Woodward,  of  Middletown,  has  fov 
its  subject,  "  our  Organization,  its  Rektioas  and  Responsibilities."  The 
distinctive  characteristics  of  the  founders  of  the  society,  the  claims 
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the  commuDitj  has  upon  it,  and  its  future  improvement  and  advance- 
ment, are  the  topics  discussed  in  this  address,  which  contains  more  pith 
and  value  than  similar  addresses  usually  do. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Canington,  of  New  Haven,  contributes  an  article  on  the 
'*  Belation  of  Theory  to  Practice."  A  correct  estimate  of  the  value  of 
theory  to  practice  is  made.  The  difference  between  receiving  a  theory 
'^  merely  as  a  provisional  statement  or  explanation,  the  truth  of  which 
remains  to  be  established  "  by  experiment  or  otherwise,  and  of  taking 
the  theory  of  this  or  that  one  as  ^'the  ultimate  expression  of  truth," 
and  thas  becoming  partisans  instead  of  seekers,  is  clearly  shown. 

The  author  thinks  '^  that  one  of  the  most  encouraging  signs  of  prom- 
ise in  the  medical  world  is  this,  that  schools  and  systems,  theories  and 
hypotheses,  find  so  few  heated,  bigoted  partisans;  and  that  the  profes- 
sion, as  a  whole,  stands  so  far  above  the  narrowness  of  sectarianism." 

The  third  article,  on  "Army  Hygiene,"  is  by  Dr.  R.  Bartholow,  of 
Cincinnati.  To  this  essay  was  awarded  the  "Jewett"  prize  offered  for 
the  best  essay  on  the  question,  "  By  what  Hygienic  Means  may  the 
Health  of  Armies  be  best  Preserved?"  This  is  a  lengthy  and  very 
valuable  paper.  Dr.  B.  is  familiar  with  his  subject,  and  has  done  it 
and  himself  justice  in  this  essay.  The  conclusions  arrived  at  after  a 
careful  survey  of  the  whole  ground,  are  expressed  in  the  following 
summary : 

"  1.  The  minima m  age  of  the  men  composing  an  army,  should  be  twenty- 
fire.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  requirements  of  recruiting  regulations,  the 
influence  of  diathesis  and  cachexias  over  the  health  and  physical  stamina, 
should  be  considered. 

"2.  In  the  training  of  recruits,  the  conditions  of  the  military  service 
should  approach  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  those  of  civil  lifa  As  the  mortality 
of  this  period  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  other  periods  of  military  life,  spe- 
eial  hygienic  precautions  should  be  taken  as  respects  habitations,  diet,  cloth- 
ing, exercise,  amusements,  etc. 

**  3.  As  the  chief  danger  to  the  health  of  the  soldier  arises  from  crowd- 
poiaoniag,  scorbutus,  malaria,  a  morbific  cause  compounded  of  these,  and 
from  contagious  and  epidemic  diseases,  the  sanitary  regulations  of  armies 
should  be  especially  directed  to  the  avoidance  of  the  evils  of  permanent 
eaiape  and  barracks;  to  the  providing  a  varied  and  ample  diet,  to  instituting 
the  most  approved  measures  of  private  and  public  hygiene,  and  to  enforcing 
police  laws  against  the  spread  ol  probable  zymotic  diseasea" 

The  fourth  article  is  the  "Bussell  prize  essay."  This  is  also  by 
Dr.  Bartholow,  and  is  on  the  "Therapeutical  Uses  and  Abuses  of 
Qoinia  and  its  Salts."  We  think  that  the  majority  of  the  profession 
will  not  be  likely  to  accept  as  true  all  the  conclusions  arrived  at  in 
this  essay;  yet  we  believe  that  the  best  observers  will  endorse  them. 

The  fifth  paper  is  on  the  "Treatment  of  Paralysis  by  Hypodermic 
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Injections  of  Stryclinine,  with  remarks  on  Infantile  Palsy/'  bj  Dr. 
M.  G.  Echeverria,  Superintendent  of  the  Mahopac  House  for  epilep- 
tics and  paralytics,  at  Lake  Mahopao,  New  York.  This  is  a  Talaa- 
ble  and  interesting  paper,  and  gentlemen  interested  in  the  subject  will 
do  well  to  consult  it. 

The  sixth  paper  is  by  Dr.  S.  O.  Hubbard,  of  New  Hayen,  and  com* 
prises  '^Obserrations,  Ante-Mortem  and  Post-Mortem,  upon  the  case 
of  the  late  President  Day."  This  paper  contains  a  clear  and  concise 
description  of  an  highly  interesting  and  instructive  case. 

The  Seventh  paper  is  on  the  "  Relation  of  Albuminuria  to  Puerperal 
Convulsions,"  by  Dr.  P.  M.  Hastings,  of  Hartford.  This  paper  con- 
tains nothing  new,  and  is  mainly  taken  up  with  a  report  of  cases,  and 
a  consideration  of  the  treatment  of  puerperal  enclampsia. 

Dr.  H.  Pierpont,  of  New  Haven,  presents  a  paper  describing  a  <;^Me 
of  "  Ichthyosis  Sauriderma  Spynosum,"  occurring  in  a  girl  ten  years 
old.  No  new  facts  concerning  the  pathology  of  this  rare  disease  are 
made  known. 

The  last  scientific  paper  in  this  volume  is  by  Dr.  £.  F.  Coates,  and 
gives  an  account  of  an  interesting  case  of  "  Traumatic  Lesion  of  the 
Knee-Joint." 

The  remainder  of  the  volume  is  taken  up  with  biographical  notices, 
reports  of  committees,  proceedings,  etc.  J.  R.  W. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Nmr  York  Oirr,  T^bruart  15, 18G9, 
Dear  Journal:  The  annual  report  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  ef 
Health,  being  their  third  report,  has  recently  been  publiAed,  and  is  a 
most  interesting  document.  Our  ci^  has,  fortunately,  been  visited  witk 
no  epidemic  diseases  during  the  past  year.  The  mortalHy  among  infants^ 
however,  has  been  exceedingly  great,  especially  of  those  under  que  year  of 
age.  From  one-fourth  to  one-half  of  the  whole  mortality  for  the  year  is 
to  be  found  among  children  under  one  year  old,  and,  in  some  parts  of  the 
city,  eighty  per  cent  of  the  mortality  occurs  in  the  infant  population. 
The  city  and  county  of  New  York  show  a  total  mortality  for  the  year, 
of  twenty-five  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty -nine,  and  Brooklyn, 
nine  thousand  and  fifteen  deaths. 
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Aecording  to  the  Begistnur,  daring  the  past  forty  years  we  have 
hBd  no  sammer  so  hot,  damp  and  unheal thful  as  was  the  last. 

"A  separate  special  history  of  deaths  in  tenement-houses  is  made 
vp,  week  by  week,  in  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  and  the  number 
and  causes  of  deaths  in  every  such  house,  constitute  important  ele- 
ments in  sanitary  maps,  which  are  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Board 
and  ite  officers,  as  well  as  for  future  reference  and  analysis.  An  im- 
proTement  in  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  tenement-house  popula- 
tion, and  a  decrease  in  the  rate  of  mortality,  must  continue  to  be  the 
result  of  the  constant  inspection,  by  the  officers  of  this  board,  of  this 
class  of  dwellings,  and  of  the  thorough  enforcement  of  the  wise  provis- 
ions of  the  tenement-house  act." 

The  report,  after  disposing  of  the  subject  of  markets,  slaughter- 
houses, streets,  returns  of  coroners,  foundlings  and  nurseries,  takes  up 
the  subject  of  public  baths,  which,  in  such  a  city  as  ours,  can  only  be 
r^arded  as  a  great  sanitary  necessity.  The  experiment  in  other  cities 
has  been  eminently  successful.  Public  baths  were  first  erected  in 
Boston,  in  1860,  and  in  1867,  twelve  were  in  operation,  at  which,  dur- 
ing the  summer,  eight  hundred  and  seven  thousand,. two  hundred  and 
one  baths  were  given. 

During  the  past  year,  over  seven  thousand  patients  were  treated  at 
Bellevue  Hospital  for  various  ailments,  five  thousand,  eight  hundred. 
of  whom  were  admitted  to  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  The  out-door 
poor  department  shows  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
treated.  Of  this  class  of  patients,  ten  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
twelve  were  treated  year  before  last,  while  twenty-five  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  were  treated  last  year.  This  well  shows  the 
extension  of  the  usefulness  of  the  institution,  as  well  as  the  growth  of 
poverty.  At  this  out-door  relief  department,  which  is  intended  for 
those  whose  diseases  do  not  require  the  treatment  afforded  by  a  hospital, 
there  are  twenty  consulting  and  twenty  attending  physicians  and  sur- 
geons. "  The  cases  treated  and  classified  as  follows :  Diseases  of  the 
chest,  digestive  system,  nervous  system,  urinary  system,  skin,  eye  and 
ear,  women,  children,  orthopedic  surgery,  and  general  surgery.  To 
each  of  these  classes  two  physicians  or  surgeons  are  assigned.  They 
attend  at  certain  hours  each  day,  and  prescribe  for  those  who  may 
present  themselves.  The  medicines  are  prepared  by  the  apothecary  of 
the  institution,  and  are  furnished  gratuitously.  Such  patients  as  re- 
quire rest  and  continuous  attention,  are  transferred  to  the  hospital  of 
the  department." 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


184  WESTERN  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE. 

The  usefulness  of  the  Morgue  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  bodies  were  brought  there  during  the  year,  of 
whom  seventy-eight  were  recogniEod  by  their  friends.  This  year  pho- 
tographs will  be  taken  of  all  bodies  brought  to  the  Morgue,  and  then, 
eyen  after  burial,  they  may  be  recogniied  by  their  friends,  and  taken 
possession  of. 

The  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  and  Correction  have  pur- 
chased Heart's  Island  of  the  general  government  for  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  is  intended  to  use  it  as  a  'Spotter's  field."  The 
buildings  erected  by  the  general  government  on  the  island,  during  the 
war,  and  which  still  remain,  are  said  to  have  cost  over  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

The  following  figures  of  our  great  metropolis,  recently  published, 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  you  of  the  great  West: 

The  total  number  of  persons  united  in  marriage  in  the  city  in  a 
year,  is  seventeen  thousand ;  of  births,  thirty-one  thousand ;  of  deaths, 
"twenty -three  thousand,  four  hundred  and  forty-three;  of  dwelling 
houses,  fifty-four  thousand,  three  hundred  and  thirty -eight;  of  fami- 
lies, one  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seven; 
there  are  nearly  three  families,  on  an  average,  to  every  dwelling ;  nearly 
fifteen  persons  to  every  dwelling.  There  are  eighteen  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  eighty-two  tenant  houses,  containing  four  hundred  and 
eighty -six  thousand  persons;  city  taxes  are  twenty -four  millions  dol- 
lars a  year;  money  spent  in  public  amusements  amounts  to  seven  mil- 
lions dollars  a  year ;  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools,  three  mil- 
lions dollars;  for  police,  two  millions,  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
^venteen  thousand  emigrants  land  per  month  at  Castle  Garden ;  there 
are  four  hundred  and  thirty  churches,  chapels  and  missions,  with  ac- 
commodations for  three  hundred  thousand  persons;  the  number  of 
licensed  drinking  saloons  is  five  thousand,  two  hundred  and  three.  By 
actual  count,  the  number  of  visits  made  to  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  drinking  saloons,  during  twenty-four  hours,  was  found  to  be 
twenty-nine  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fifty.  At  this  rate,  the  total 
visits  made  to  five  thousand,  two  hundred  and  three  saloons  amount  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty-three  millions,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  a  year.  The  amount  of  mo- 
ney received  at  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  saloons  named  above, 
in  a  week,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  fifty- 
three  cents  for  each.  At  this  rate,  the  total  receipts  of  five  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  three  saloons,  for  the  year,  would  be  thirty-eight 
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niUioiifl,  two  hiukLred  and  ninety-one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents.  The  of&cers  of  the  United  States 
Berenne  Department  estimate  the  total  amount  of  retail  liquor  sales 
io  be  sixty-eight  millions  dollars.  The  latest  police  reports  state  that 
there  are  five  hundred  and  twenty-fiye  houses  of  prostitution,  ninety- 
nine  houses  of  assignation,  thirty-three  saloons  where  waiter-girls  at- 
tend, and  two  thousand  and  seyenty  public  prostitutes. 

Total  number  of  arrests  by  the  Metropolitan  Police,  for  the  year, 
eighty  thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Arrests  for  crimes  of  violence,  eighty  thousand  and  sixty-two; 
commitments  to  the  city  prison,  forty-seven  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
forty-six ;  lodgings  furnished  at  public  stations,  one  hundred  and  five 
thousand,  four  hundred  and  ten;  lost  children  taken  care  of  by  the 
police,  five  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

Out-door  poor  relieved,  twenty  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ninety. 
In  the  prisons,  hospitals,  etc.,  under  the  care  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Charities  and  Correction,  there  were  ninety  thousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  persons  relieved  during  the  year. 

A  free  course  of  lectures  en  Ophthalmology,  is  being  given  to  phy- 
Bicians  and  medical  students,  on  the  first  Saturday,  and  the  second, 
third  and  fourth  Tuesdays  of  each  month,  at  8  P.  H.,  by  Pr.  John  P. 
Garrish,  at  his  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  65  West  Thirty-fourth  street, 
comer  of  Broadway.     Daily  clinics  are  also  held  there  at  2  P.  X. 

Not  being  entirely  satisfied  with  their  present  location  down  Broad- 
way, in  connection  with  the  New  York  Hospital,  the  trustees  of  the 
University  Medical  College  have  been  endeavoring,  for  some  time  back, 
to  secure  a  proper  locality  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city  for  building  a 
new  medical  college.  They  have  at  length  succeeded  in  purchasing  a 
lot  opposite  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  intend  erecting  a  fine  edifice  there, 
which  will  be  ready  to  be  occupied  by  the  coming  fall.  Thid  will  be 
a  fine  move  for  the  University,  as  it  will  then,  on  account  of  its  prox- 
imity to  Bellevue  Hospital,  be  able  to  present  to  its  students  those  hos- 
pital advantages  that  have  made  Bellevue  Medical  College  so  popular. 
The  many  friends  of  the  good  old  uoiversity,  the  annals  ef  which  have 
been  rendered  ever  illustrious  by  such  names  as  Mott,  Oross,  Pattison, 
Dickson,  Revere,  Bartlett,  Meredith  Clymer,  John  T.  Metcalfe  and 
others,  as  teachers,  and  by  its  long  array  of  distinguished  gradu- 
ates, who  are  each  year  adding  new  lustre  io  its  name,  will  heartily 
rejoice  at  this  projected  change. 

The  Medical  Record  says:  <*We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  a  strong 
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effort  is  being-  made  to  collect  ftinds  for  the  erection  of  a  saitable 
building  for  the  uses  of  tbe  medical  profession  of  this  citj.  The  in- 
itiative has  been  very  properly  taken  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
which  has  appointed  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  composed  of 
its  most  responsible  members,  who  haye  the  power  to  solicit  and  col* 
lect  funds,  select  a  site,  and  erect  the  buildings  suitable  not  only  for 
present  wants,  but  also  the  future  exigencies  of  the  profession.  The 
immense  utility  of  such  a  central  organisation  as  this  must  prore  to  be, 
if  the  design  be  carried  out,  will  be  acknowledged  by  every  one  inter- 
ested, and  can  not  fail  to  call  forth  a  liberal  pecuniary  support." 

A  new  "Medico-Forensic  Society''  has  recently  been  organized  in 
New  Tork,  the  object  being  to  render  medical  jurisprudence  familiar 
to  physicians  and  lawyers.  Mock  courts  will  be  held,  and  cases  regu- 
larly tried.  Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  eve- 
nings of  each  month.  The  following  oflcers  have  been  elected :  John 
Beach,  M.  D.,  President;  W.  B.  Putney  and  Wm.  Gibson,  Vice  Presi- 
dents; W.  J.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary;  C.  C.  Terry,  M.  P., 
Corresponing  Secretary;  Charles  K.  Briddon,  Treasurer. 

During  last  fall  St.  Luke's  Hospital  held  its  ninth' anniversary. 
Last  year  one  thousand  and  twenty-seven  patients  were  treated,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  of  whom  were  children.  The  deaths  num- 
bered one  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  Of  these  fifty  were  of  scrofii- 
lous  consumption,  eleven  of  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys,  and  eight 
of  cardiac  disease.  Other  ailments  caused  the  death  of  only  from  one 
to  four  persons  each.  Dr.  Muhlenberg,  the  superintendent  of  the  hos- 
pital, in  a  few  remarks,  said  the  title  of  St.  Johnland  was  given  to 
four  hundred  acres  of  land,  five  miles  from  Northport,  L.  I.,  purchased 
two  years  ago.  It  was  independent  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  A  house 
had  been  built  upon  the  spot  by  benevolent  individuals,  with  a  view 
of  ultimately  creating  a  home  for  aged  and  infirm  men ;  but  at  present 
it  would  be  devoted  to  children. 

St.  Luke's  Hospilal,  situated  on  Fifty*fourth  street,  between  Fifth 
and  Sixth  avenues,  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1850,  mainly  through 
the  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  Muhlenberg,  then  pastor  of  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Communion,  and  at  the  present  time  pastor  and 
superintendent  of  the  hospital.  It  was  not  until  May  13th,  1858, 
however,  that  the  institution  was  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients. 

"The  hospital  building  is  placed  on  the  northern  part  of  a  plat  of 
two  hundred  feet  wide/ and  four  hundred  feet  long,  leaving  six  hun< 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ooKmaBPomiRcx.  18T 

dred  feet  for  eonrt  yard.  The  principal  front  is  on  Fiffcj-fonrth  street^ 
iacing  south,  and  extending  east  and  west  two  hundred  and  eightj 
feet  in  length.  The  general  plan  of  the  edifice  is  an  oblong  parallelo** 
gram,  with  wings  at  each  end,  and  a  central  chapel,  flanked  with  tow- 
ers. The  eleyations  of  the  seyeral  fronts,  even  to  the  members  of  the 
eomices,  are  of  square  red  brick."  The  wards  of  the  hospital  are  one 
hundred  and  nine  feet  long,  twenty-six  feet  wide,  and  fourteen  feet 
high.  Each  bed  has  one  thousand  and  ninety-two  cubic  feet  of  atmos-- 
phere.  The  great  distinctive  feature  of  the  institution  is  the  central 
ehapel.  This  has  accommodations  for  about  four  hundred  persons,  is 
eighty -four  feet  long,  thirty-four  feet  wide,  and  forty  feet  high.  Here 
religious  serrices  are  regularly  held. 

There  are  four  attending  and  consulting  physicians,  three  attending 
and  four  consulting  surgeons,  a  resident  surgeon  and  physician  and 
hb  assistant,  an  examining  physician,  and  a  pathological  cabinet.  The 
board,  for  those  who  are  able  to  pay,  is  seven  dollars  per  week  for 
adults,  and  four  dollars  for  children,  for  whom  a  special  ward  is  appro- 
priated. No  contagious  diseases  are  admitted.  Many  patients  are 
maintained  on  charity  beds,  to  endow  one  of  which,  costs  three  thous- 
and dollars,  or  three  hundred  dollars  annually.  There  are  fifty-five 
charity  beds  in  all.  Although  this  hospital  is  under  Episcopal  auspioes, 
still  patients  are  admitted  without  regard  to  religious  creed.  This  is 
truly  one  of  our  noblest  charities. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Jambs  B.  Burkxt,  M.  D. 


LETTEK  FROM   DR.  CATLIN. 


T.  Pakvin,  M.  D. — DxAB  Doctor:  My  letter  to  you,  published  in 
the  December  number  of  your  Journal,  was  so  exclusively  a  statement 
of  facts  that  I  did  not  anticipate  it  could  be  disputed;  I  have  just 
seen  Dr.  McElroy's  letter,  in  your  January  number,  attempting  to 
ridicule  and  question  my  statements. 

I  did  not  attempt  to  give  general  instruction  respecting  the  use  of 
the  hypodermic  injection,  or  the  doses  of  morphine  to  be  used  in  differ- 
ent kinds  of  oases.  I  only  stated  a  few  cases  and  their  happy  results; 
though  I  remarked  at  the  close  of  my  letter,  <'It  is  perfectly  safe 
when  judiciously  administered." 
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I  hft^  as  I  wrote,  used  the  hypodermic  syriage,  smce  1S60,  n  m, 
^reat  variety  of  cases,  carrying  my  syringe  with  me  as  constantly  as  I 
do  my  lancet,  and  using  it  fifty  times  more  frequently. 

I  do  not  remember  more  than  one  or  two  cases  where  the  leasli  an- 
{>Ieasant  effect  followed.  My  practice  is  to  deal  out  a  dose  of  mor- 
phine in  powder,  dissolve  it  in  rain  or  distilled  water.  I  often  carry 
with  me  grain  doses,  oarefnlly  weighed,  vsisg  the  wAk#le  or  such  part 
as  I  find  necessary.  At  other  times,  as  in  the<case  of  vomiting  in  preg- 
nancy, when  I  stated  that  ahotU  half  a  grain  was  used,  I  select  the 
dose  without  weighing,  but  an  -experience  of  over  forty  years  enables 
me  to  do  it  with  great  accuracy. 

I  purchase  my  morphine  of  Sisson  A  B«itler,  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut., some  of  the  best  dmggists  in  the  country,  whose  sales  extend  to 
the  West  as  well  as  East.  My  patients  were  none  of  them  opium 
eaters  or  drunkards. 

In  my  letter  of  November  19, 1868,  I  write,  page  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  in  your  Journal:  "From  that  time  I  have  treated 
every  case  in  the  same  way,  and  they  have  been  cured  in  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes."  In  my  manuscript  I  say  every  severe  case.  The  omission  of 
thb  word  I  observed  on  first  reading  the  printed  copy,  but  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  request  you  to  correct  it  in  the  next  number. 
Indeed,  I  might  have  omitted  the  qualifying  word  in  copying  the  ar- 
ticle for  the  press. 

The  cases  which  I  stated  were  all  severe  cases,  where  no  judicious 
practitioner  would  have  hesitated  in  giving,  years  ago,  a  grain  of  mor- 
phine, or  two  or  three  grains  of  opium,  by  the  mouth. 

Whatever  may  be  said  or  written,  the  facts  remain  the  same.  My 
patients  are  relieved  in  ten  minutes,  asleep  in  twenty,  are  well  the  next 
day;  suffer  no  inconvenience  from  secondary  effects  of  morphine — 
(never  having  witnessed  the  slightest  in  cases  of  cholera  morhuB.^ 

Dr.  McElroy's  patient  obtained  partial  relief  in  three  miuntes,  "  but 
the  lower  extremities  were  still  very  painful.  *  *  The  sick  stomach 
continued."  "Before  eight  o'clock  she  was  asleep,"  something  less 
than  one  and  a  half  hours  after  the  injection,  though,  from  the  record, 
she  was  visited  three  days  after  this. 

No  amount  of  ridicule  will  alter  the  facts.  They  speak  for  them- 
selves. With  much  respect,  yours  truly, 

B.  H.  Catlin,  M.  D. 
MsRiDEN,  February  12, 1869. 
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A  BI8TINQUI8HSD  Citizen  of  Indiana  died  at  Indianapolis  some  two 
weeks  since,  a  few  hours  after  taking  about  one-half  of  a  mixture  con- 
taining eight  ounces  of  brandy,  twenty  grains  of  quinine,  and  one  ounce 
of  Uncture  of  gelseminum.  The  dose  directed  by  the  physician  who 
prescribed  this  mixture  was,  a  table-spoonful  every  two  hours. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  party  prescribed  for,  all  our  knowledge 
is  derived — as  are  the  statements  above — from  newspaper  accounts  of 
the  event.  According  to  one  paper,  he  "had  been  suffering  for  sev- 
eral days  from  nervous  prostration.*'  According  to  another,  "he  had 
been  ill  for  some  weeks,  and  latterly  had  been  drinking  quite  hard.  It 
is  stated  that  for  four  or  five  days  he  had  not  tasted  solid  food,  sub- 
sisting entirely  on  intoxicating  liquors." 

We  apprehend  it  is  not  assumiikg  too  much  to  say  that  this  patient 
was  laboring  under  alcohoUvm.  Letting  this  be  assumed,  two  or  three 
questions  are  suggested.  Was  this  patient  in  a  condition  to  be  trusted 
with  any  medicine  powerfol  in  its  effects?  Was  he  fit  to  be  trusted  by 
himself  even?  And  knowing  that  alcoholism  when  fatal,  generally  is 
■o  from  coma,  asphyxia,  syncope,  or  exhaustion,  was  gelseminum  a 
suitable  medicine  in  such  a  case?  Here  are  statements  of  different 
authorities  as  to  the  action  of  this  agent: 

"From  the  accoants  given  by  varioas  authors  of  tbe  effects  of  yellow- 
jasmine,  it  appears  to  be  a  nervous  and  arterial  sedntive,  without  nasueating 
or  pnrfcative  properties,  bat  sometimes  causing  diaphoreais,  espeoially  in 
febrile  diseases.  In  moderate  doses  it  produces  agreeable  flensations  of  lan- 
guor, with  muscular  relaxation,  so  that  the  patient  finds  some  difficulty  in 
moving  the  e]^e-lid8,  and  keeping  the  jaws  closed.  More  largely  taken,  it 
oeeasions  dixziness,  dimness  of  vision,  dilated  pupil,  general  muscular  debil- 
ity, and  oniversal  prostration;  reducing  the  frequency  and  force  of  the  pulse, 
and  the  frequency  of  respiration,  aqd  producing  insensibility  to  pain;  but 
wiUioat  stupor  or  delirium.  After  a  short  time,  these  symptoms  pass  off, 
leaving  no  unpleasant  effecta  It  usually  begins  to  act  in  half  an  hour,  and 
ceases  to  act  after  one  or  two  hours.  It  Is,  no  doubt,  capable  of  producing 
death  in  over  doses." — United  8iale$  Diapensaiory. 

*  '*  Death  has  followed  the  employment  of  what  was  supposed  the  tincture 
of  gelseminum,  in  a  few  instances,  and  further  investigations  are  required 
to  determine  its  probable  cause,  and  whether  this  agent  will  produce  any  fatal 

^Dr.  JotaD  King,  tba  aathor  of  the  nispeontory  we  qaote,  ii  not  remarkable,  as  thie  ex- 
tnct  ehowi,  for  the  accuracy  of  hie  conpoeitioo— his  words  lodulge  in  a  sort  of  promlwcnoos  in- 
lerconree  which  most  be  annoying  to  any  one  trained  up  in  tbe  Tirtuons  use  of  language.  Ob- 
■■nre  the  second  sentence  and  tell  us  to  what  word  the  relatiTe  which  refers ;  so,  too,  in  the  third 
sentence— Che  which  is  in  trouble  as  to  ownership— so  fltr  as  grammar  can  guide  us  it  refers  to 
ayee,  "and  which  gradually  pass  off  in  a  few  hours;"  "Ihtal  resnlU  in  large  medicinal  doMi** 
is  so  obrlously  an  absurd  expression  that  it  needs  no  comment. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


190  WESTBBN  JOURNAL  OV  MEDICINE. 

resalts  in  large  medicinal  dones.         »         »  *         Gelseminam  is,  an- 

doubted]^,  an  anrivaled  febrifuge,  and  which  appears  to  be  dependent  upon 
its  relaxing  and  antispasmodic  properties.  Whether  it  is  a  narcotic  is  not 
yet  satisfactorily  explained.  *  *  *  Its  effects  are  clouded  vision, 
doable-sigh  ted  n  ess,  or  even  complete  prostration,  and  inability  to  open  the 
eyes,  and  which  gradually  pass  off  in  a  few  hoars,  leaving  the  patient  re- 
freshed and  completely  restored.  *  *  *  If  carried  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  patient  can  not  open  his  eyes,  the  relaxation  may  be  too  great 
for  the  system  to  recover  from,  nence  its  use  should  cease  as  soon  as  the 
symptoms  above  named  have  been  produced. 

**  The  tincture  is  the  form  in  which  it  is  employed.  The  dose  is  from  ten 
to  fifty  drops  in  a  wine  glass  half  full  of  water,  to  be  repeated  every  two 
hours." — American  J)Upen$atory. 

**  Possessed  of  narcotic  properties  to  a  very  considerable  degree/'  *  * 
many  employ  the  tincture  or  the  root  in  fevers.  It  acts  in  a  similar  manner 
to  digitalis  and  F.  viride,  with  the  addition  of  some  narcotic  property.  It 
has  to  be  used  with  caution  on  these  accounts,  and  because  it  induces  delir- 
iam  in  overdose." — Resoureei  of  the  Sauthem  Fieldt  and  ForesU^  by  Dr. 
Francis  Peyre  Porcher. 

However,  without  disouBsing  these  interrogatories,  because  there 
are  details  in  reference  to  the  death — ^how  soon  it  occurred,  what  symp- 
toms marked  its  approach,  et  cetera — and  facts  which  a  poit-mortem 
examination  that  ought  to  have  been  made  in  the  interests  of  medicine 
at  least,  would  have  discovered,  which  are  wanting  to  us,  we  wish  to 
make  this  positive  and  general  assertion,  that  the  administration  of 
alcohol  to  a  patient  suffering  with  alcoholism^  is  wrong,  both  on  scien- 
Ufic  and  moral  grounds ;  and  this  position  is  taken  without  special  refer- 
ence to  the  case  above  mentioned.  We  imagine  that  hemlock  ifl  not 
often  given  for  paraplegia,  strychnia  for  tetanus,  or  ergot  for  excessive 
uterine  contraction;  and  if  alcoholic  stinralants  have  been  resorted  to 
frequently  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease  in  question,  it  has  been  from 
erroneous  views  of  its  pathology,  and  probably  the  practice  has  been  as 
successful  in  furnishing  victims  for  the  undertaker  as  has  that  which  ad- 
ministered opium  larga  manu  in  the  same  disorder—- each  plan  is  fraught 
with  incalculable  mischief.  We  often  think  of  the  anecdote  told  by 
Dr.  Theophilus  Thomson,  we  believe,  of  an  old  lady  upwards  of  eighty, 
who  was  suffering  with  fatal  disease,  and  for  the  prolongation  of  whose 
life  the  doctor  was  urging  the  free  administration  of  alcoholic  stimu- 
lants, when  she  uttered  the  urgent  request,  ^^Doctor,  let  me  go  home 
fo&er."  And  should  we  not  permit  our  patients,  when  they  must  die, 
to  go  home  sober — not  drugged  to  utter  stupor  with  opium,  nor  drunk 
with  alcohol?  - 

As  to  the  pathology  of  alcoholism^  some  of  us  who  are  not  very 
old  can  remember  when  we  were  taught  that  the  disease  arose  from  the 
withdrawal  of  an  accustomed  stimulant;  but  this  teaching,  with  the 
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pernicious  practice  which  was  its  natural  sequence^.has  been  exploded 
by  the  advance  of  modern  scienee.  Here  is  what  we  are  taught  by 
some  of  the  best  and  most  recent  authorities: 

"The  essentia]  nataro  of  delirium  tremeiu  is  associated  with  the  loss  of 
eerehral  power,  eTinoed  especially  in  the  want  of  control  over  thoughts, 
emotkms,  and  muscular  action,  consequent  on  the  direct  influence  of  the 
alcoholic  poison.'* — Aitken,  vol  1,  p.  776. 

**The  pathology  of  alcoholism  naturally  divides  itself  into  three  portions. 
The  Morbid  influence  which  the  poison  exerts  is  of  three  kinds.  In  the  first 
plaee,  it  acts  as  a  local  irritant  (when  highly  concentrated)  upon  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  of  the  alimentary  canal  generally;  and  in 
the  second  place,  after  absorption,  it  affects  the  rate  of  movement  and  the 
vitality  of  the  blood,  and  as  a  conseouenoe  of  this  impairs  the  nutrition  of 
every  orsan  in  the  body.  And,  thirdly,  it  is  clear  that  the  nervous  centres, 
independently  of  the  ill  effects  on  their  n«trition  of  the  blood-changes,  hare 
a  certain  chemical  attraction  tor  alcohol,  which  accordingly  is  found  to  ac- 
eumolate  in  their  tissues.  *  *  The  successful  treatment  of  delirium 
iremenBy  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  depends  on  the  regular  and  continuous 
supply  of  suitable  nutriment,  whereby  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system 
are  sopportod  during  the  struggle  towards  recovery." — Rtynolde'  SyeUm  of 
Medicine,  vol  ti 

*'  Delirium  tremene  -is  but  the  acute  form  of  chronic  alcoholism."      *     * 

'*  Science  has  determined  that  the  administration  of  stimulants  and  alco- 
holic drinks  in  this  disease,  is  at  once  irrational  and  experimentally  dan- 
geroQs." — Nauveau  DietumnairedeMedeeim'Hde  Chirurgie  PraHquee,  Tome 
premier,  Alcoolisme, 

'*The  view  of  its  pathology  now  prevalent  is,  that  alcohol,  a  poison  dan- 
gerous to  life  in  large  doses,  is  also  cumnlative  taken  habitually  in  small 
quantities.  *  *  Formerly  the  treatment  used  to  consist  of  supply* 
ing  the  usual  stimulus;  but,  tbeeretically,  it  is  clear  that  this  is  tantamount 
to  adding  coals  to  fire,  and,  practically,  it  has  been  shown  that  patients  more 
rapidly  recover  under  the  use  o^  nutriment" — The  Prineiplee  and  Practice 
of  Medicine,  Prcf.  J.  Hughee  Senfuti,  M  D, 

We  think  the  authorities  adduced  are  ample  to  establish  the  gen- 
eral principlu  that  alchehel  is  not  a  suitable  agent  to  administer  in 
alcoholism. 

There  are  certain  noral  considerations  which  should  enter  into  the 
diaeuBsibn  of  this  question,  but  which  we  have  not  space  now  to  con- 
sider. If  the  poor  wrcltohes  who  hsTO  been  narcotised  with  opium, 
alcoholixed  or  chloroformed,  because  they  had  delirium  tremeM^  were 
fikfthfiilly  enumerated,  we  believe  it  could  be  shown  that  vastly  more 
were  killed  than  cured  by  such  irrational  tMatnMnt. 

The  ComneNCEMEifT  exercises  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  will 
^  held  in  the  lower  lecture  room  of  the  college  building  on  Monday, 
the  1st  of  March,  at  eleven  A.  M.,  the  valedictory  to  be  delivered  by 
Ihrof.  James  Graham,  M.  B.,  the  degrees  being  conferred  and  an  ad- 
dress delivered  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  by  Judge  Dick- 
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son.  The  number  of  graduates  will  be  between  sixty  and  serenty. 
Next  month  the  Journal  will  contain  the  list  of  questions  asked  the 
candidates  for  graduation — it  will  be  remembered  that  this  Institution 
has  for  some  years  pursued  the  plan  of  written  instead  of  oral  examin- 
ations— and  also,  we  hope,  Prof.  Graham's  address. 

Arranqements  are  being  made,  and  will  be  completed  in  time  to 
be  announced  in  our  April  issue,  for  conveyance  on  some  first  class 
Mississippi  steamer  of  those  desiring  to  attend  the  meeting  in  New 
Orleans  next  May,  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  At  present 
we  can  only  announce  that  the  time  from  Cairo  to  New  Orleans  will 
not  exceed  four  days,  and  the  /are,  going  and  returning  included,  will 
not  be  more  than  thirty-five  dollars.  Our  friend.  Dr.  Hibberd,  has 
the  matter  in  charge,  and  it  could  not  be  in  better  hands. 

The  late  Dr.  Addison,  (A  Collection  of  the  Puhlished  Writing  oj 
the  late  Thos,  Addison,  M,  i>..  Physician  to  Guy's  Hospital,  Syden- 
ham. Society's  Publications,  London,  1868),  concluded  an  article  cm  <Ae 
Diseases  of  Females  conneeted  with  Uterine  Irritation,  thus : 

'*  But,  eentlemen,  if  you  really  require  an  apology  for  detaining  yon  so 
long,  I  find  ample  material  for  that  apology  in  (he  uvely  interest  which  we 
mast  all  feel  in  the  comfort  and  hanpiness  of  the  other  sex,  doomed  as  thev 
are,'  both  by  the  decrees  of  ProTidenoe  and  by  haman  institations,  to  drink 
deep  of  the  bitter  cup  of  suffering.  Whatever  may  be  her  lot  in  this  world, 
we,  as  men,  must  at  least  acknowledse  that  whilst  Infinite  power  gave  as 
being,  Infinite  mercy  gave  us  woman. 

This  extract  from  a  paper — (it  was  originally  prepared  as  a  clinical 
lecture — a  paper  that  will  especially  delight  the  venerable  Dr.  Hodge, 
for  so  much  of  it  is  in  correspondence  with  what  he  has  taught  in  his 
own  lectures  and  writings),  we  give  partly  as  an  answer  to  a  criticism 
which  was  made  by  a  most  competent  critic  upon  some  of  oux  own 
expressions  as  to  the  special  interest  and  importance  of  the  study  of 
diseases  of  women. 

The  British  and  FoREiazi  Ikdico'Chirurgical  Review,  Jamutry, 
1869,  is  not  at  all  complimentary  in  its  notice  of  Thomas  on  Diseases 
of  Females: 

*<  Thomas'  work  on  the  diseases  of  women  is  simply  a  compilation.  The  sur^ 
gery,  illustrations  as  well  as  matter  for  the  text,  taken  from  Sims,  the  medi- 
cine and  pathology  from  various  well-known  authors.  Like  all  books  of  the 
kind,  its  real  practical  use  is  limited  to  giving  the  student  some  soperiknai 
information,  acting  as  a  kind  of  hand-post  pointing  oat  the  direction  which 
mast  be  taken  to  arrive  at  real  knowledge.'' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


xmroAtAL  AMD  MBBicAL  nxwb;-  198 

Ifow  UoB  is  anjuBt.  Dr.  Thomas  has  written  on  many  snrgicail  dis- 
eases of  women  upon  which  Dr.  Sims  has  never  written  a  line,  nor  are 
his  medicine  and  pathology  exclusively  derived  from  various  well- 
known  anthers,  and  we  must  regard  the  book  as  an  excellent  compend, 
and,  in  some  respects,  in  advance  of  any  similar  work  from  an  Ameri- 
ean  pen. 

ExsECTiON  OF  THE  Enzz-Joint,  IN  1825. — (In  the  Lancet,  Janu- 
ary 8th,  1825,  there  is  quite  a  racy  sketch  of  the  late  Mr.  Crampton 
given,  and  in  the  course  of  it  the  author  refers  in  the  severest  terms 
to^an  operation  performed  by  Mr.  C,  which  is  now  established  as  per- 
fectly judicious.) 

He  in^Kasiably  performs  the  numerous  experiments  that  are  daily 
put  forward  in  the  world  for  well-known  purposes,  but  which  are  very 
often  nurtured  in  ignorance  and  propagated  by  credulity.  While  we 
profess  ourselves  the  ardent  admirers  of  rational  experiment,  we  shall 
never  countenance,  by  a  concealment  of  our  feelings,  an  innovation 
which  would  give  one  moment's  pain  to  a  fellow  creature,  without  a 
well-grounded  prospect  of  ameliorating  his  condition. 

We  happened  to  be  present,  some  time  back,  at  one  of  those  scenes 
of  scientific  butchery  at  the  Meath  Hospital.  The  patient  was  a  fe- 
male; the  complaint,  if  we  recollect  rightly,  open  scrofula  of  the  knee- 
joint.  A  great  concourse  assembled  to  witness  the  operation :  it  was 
quite  2k  gala  day  with  the  dissectors — a  festival,  seemingly,  held  in 
honor  of  the  virtues  of  "Steel"  It  was  the  first  time,  we  believe,  that 
the  removal  of  the  knee-joint  was  attempted  here;  we  earnestly  hope 
it  will  be  the  last.  The  operator,  of  course,  accomplished  his  purpose 
with  his  usual  dexterity.  But  could  he  have  beheld,  as  we  did,  the 
contorted  countenances  of  the  spectators,  the  knife  would  have  fallen 
from  Mb  hand,  never  to  be  resumed  where  it  was  not  more  imperiously 
indicated.  To  be  present  was  indeed  to  be  in  torture.  One  man  vented 
his  feelings  in  a  wink;  a  second  in  a  hem;  a  third  overcame  his  sym- 
pathies in  a  forced  fit  of  langhter;  a  fourth  put  his  fingers  in  his  ears 
to  shut  out  the  wretch's  screams;  all,  to  be  sure,  admired,  yet  all  dis- 
approved; and  before  the  performance  was  entirely  finished,  Colles 

cried  out,  in  rather  an  audible  tone,  *"  by  J s  f "— drew  the  door  after 

him,  and  vanished.  We  saw  this  poor  creature  a  long  time  after,  endeav- 
oring to  drag  her  limb  with  her,  by  means  of  sundry  wooden  contriv- 
ances. How  much  more  preferable  would  amputation  have  been  in  this 
ease?  A  wooden  leg  to  a  useless  member,  kept  from  falling  asunder 
by  bandages  and  splints.  And,  forsooth,  this  is  called  cleverness  I 
admirable  surgery !  Very  well,  let  it  be  called  by  whatever  name  the 
sanguinary  desperadoes  of  the  profession  choose,  but  we  shall  never 
be  cheated  out  of  our  judgment,  or  fear  to  expose  such  practice  when 
it  falls  under  our  observation. 

•CollM  WM  aa  IkmovB  for  this  oath  as  a  late  President  of  the  United  SUtes  for  **Byth»  EUr* 
Ml,**  or  as  a  noted  New  \ork  olwtetrician  is  for  "By  Jot;'' 
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It  pains  us  to  annoance  the  death  of  Dr.  William  Haye,  of  Cov- 
ington, Kentucky.  Dr.  H.  had  been  a  contributor  to  this  journal,  and 
he  was  one  of  its  warm  friends.  Only  a  short  time  before  his  untimely 
death,  we  received  a  most  kind  and  encouraging  letter  from  him.  Per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  him,  though  not  intimate,  led  us  to  appreci- 
ate him  highly.  We  regret  that  the  action  of  the  Covington  profes- 
sion, in  reference  to  their  late  associate,  which  ought  to  have  been 
received  ere  this,  has,  so  far,  failed  to  reach  us;  we  hope,  however,  it 
will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 

The  New  York  Medical  Gazette^  after  being  in  a  state  of  sua* 
pended  animation  for  several  weeks,  makes  its  appearance  again,  and 
is  sprightly  and  vigorous  as  ever.  We  hope  it  will  meet  with*libcral 
patronage. 

Baron  Anselm  de  Bothbcbild  has  given  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  florins  for  the  erection  of  an  hospital  for  Jews,  to  con- 
tain one  hundred  beds,  in  Vienna. 

MoRTALiTT  FROM  Snake  Bites  IN  India. — It  appears  from  the 
Oude  Administration  Report,  that  during  the  past  year,  one  thousand, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  persons  died  from  the  effects  of  snake 
bites  in  that  province ;  and  from  the  Central  Provinces  Administration 
Report,  that  one  thousand,  eighf  hundred  and  seventy-four  deaths  had 
occurred  in  them  from  the  same  cause,  during  the  three  preceding 
years. 

The  Neue  Preste  states  that  eleven  men  and  three  women  died  in 
Ickutsk,  in  1867,  all  of  whom  were  over  one  hundred  years  old ;  of 
these,  six  are  said  to  have  been  over  one  hundred  and  ten,  one  being 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and  another  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
years  of  age. 

In  Reference  to  the  failure  of  the  attack  lately  made  on  the  fac- 
ulty of  Paris,  by  the  Bishops,  Ricord  is  said  to  have  remarked  that  it 
was  an  evidence  of  mitral  int^ficiefu^. 

Wanted — A  few  copies  of  the  Cincinnati  Journal  qf  Medicine^ 
fbr  February,  1866,  and  of  the  WeBtem  Journal  for  April,  1868. 

For  Sale.—- An  order  for  an  artificial  limb. 

We  call  attention  to  the  advertisement  of  Practice  /or  Sale — an 
excellent  opportunity  for  a  physician  with  a  little  capital  and  mwB 
experience* 
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(Formerly^  "Cikcinnati  Journal  o»  Medicine.") 


Thoa  it  will  be  seen  that  if  man  has  passioDS  which  impel  him  to  the  dettrnction  of  man,  if 
be  be  the  only  animal  who,  devpising  hif  natural  means  of  attack  and  defence,  has  derlsed  new 
■eaa*  of  deatmetlon,  he  Is  also  the  only  animal  who  has  the  desire,  or  the  power;  to  reliere  the 
snflearinga  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  In  whom  the  co-existence  of  reason  and  benerolence  attests 
a  moral  as  well  as  an  intellectual  superiority.— Obatis*  Glxnxcal  Mcnicim. 
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ADDRESS  BY  THE  HON.  WM.  M.  DICKSON,  AT  THE  ANNUAL 
COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO, 
MARCH  1,  1869.  

GsKTLEMEN:  It  hsLB  Wen  customary  upon  these  occasions,  for  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  address  a  few  words  of  congrat- 
ulation and  advice  to  the  graduating  class.  Perhaps  it  is  a  custom 
that  were  better  broken  than  observed;  yet  homilies  and  platitudes 
have  their  uses,  and  a  kind  word  from  your  Alma  Mater  may  make  your 
separation  the  more  agreeable. 

The  profession  you  hare  chosen  opens  to  you  a  wide  field  of  use- 
^InesB.  More  than  either  of  the  others,  is  it  allied  to,  and  connected 
with  that  which  particularly  marks  the  age  in  which  we  liye. 

The  law  can  not,  in  our  time,  claim  any  particular  preeminence 
over  the  past.  It  is  a  question  whether  we  have  made  any  real  pro- 
gress— ^whether,  indeed,  our  law,  as  a  system  of  remedial  jurisprudence 
and  a  rule  of  property,  equals  that  of  the  old  Roman  law.  Nor  in 
the  domain  of  theology,  have  we  any  to  equal  the  great  name»  of  the 
past.  Eyen  in  metaphysics,  modern  speculations  it  is  said  are  but 
chips  knocked  off  the  original  granite  rock  of  Plato. 

In  the  department,  howeyer,  of  experimental  science,  ovr  age  is 
specially  distinguished.  In  this,  the  ancients  made  comparatiyely  lit- 
tle progress.  Cicero  writes  that  ^'  the  inyestigation  of  nature  either 
a4) 
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seeks  after  things  which  nobody  can  know,  or  after  such  things  as 
nobody  needs  to  know.'' 

Now,  to  this  department  of  knowledge,  your  profession  is  closely 
related.  To  it  mainly,  in  certain  branches,  must  our  country  look  for 
the  maintenance  of  its  rank  among  the  nations,  in  the  generous  riraliy 
of  the  developments  of  science.  For  example :  Your  profession  in- 
Tolves  a  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  its  kindred  subjects,  electric- 
ity, magnetism,  &c.  These  introduce  you  to  investigations,  in  which 
the  greatest  results  have  been  reached,  and  the  end  is  yet  afar  ofif.  Al- 
most while  we  arc  speaking,  in  the  wonderful  revelations  of  the  spec- 
troscope, we  have  a  striking  illustration  of  the  kinship  and  inter-de- 
pendence of  the  sciences.  With  the  vapors  of  chemistry  and  the 
spectrum  of  optics  are  revealed  the  constituent  elements  of  the  heav- 
enly bodies;  and  thus  the  boundaries  of  astronomical  science  are  en- 
larged. Nor  have  these. discoveries  been  a  thing  of  chance,  but  the 
result  of  intelligent,  well  directed  effort. 

By  a  happy  coincidence,  the  investigations  of  the  Frenchman,  Jans- 
sen,  made  in  India,  and  those  of  the  Englishman,  Lockyer,  made  in 
England,  were  crowned  with  success  at  about  the  same  time,  each  in- 
dependently making  the  same  discovery — the  nature  of  the  red  flames 
of  the  solar  eclipse.  Nor  did  the  coincidence  stop  here.  M.  De  La- 
Rue  had  scarcely  finished  the  announcement  of  Lockyer*s  discovery  to 
the  French  Academy,  when  French  patriotism  was  gratified  by  the 
reception  of  Janssen's  letter  announcing  his  own  independent  discoT- 
ery  of  the  same  thing. 

To  come  more  closely  to  your  own  profession.  A  French  chemist 
discovers  chloroform,  and  the  inquiring  genius  of  a  Scotch  physician 
utilizes  it  in  the  discovery  of  its  anesthetic  properties.  Thus  one  dis- 
covery prepares  the  way  and  leads  to  another.  This  fact  is  also  illus- 
trated in  the  progressive  discoveries  in  electricity  and  magnetism,  util- 
ized in  the  invention  of  the  telegraph. 

Again.  Your  profession  requires  a  knowledge  of  anatomy,  physi- 
ology and  zoology.  These  bring  you  into  close  connection  with  the 
inquiries  now  pressed  with  unwonted  zeal  and  almost  startling  results 
in  the  departments  of  comparative  anatomy,  pre-historic  archaeology, 
biology,  involving  the  questions  of  'Hhe  origin  of  species,'*  and  "man's 
place  in  nature."  These  inquiries  relate  to  the  most  hidden  things 
in  nature,  yet  of  surpassing  interest.  For  "to  search  out  the  whence 
and  whither  of  .existence,  is  an  unquenchable  instinct  of  the  human 
mind."     But  I  will  not  detain  you  longer  on  these  matters. 
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Enongh,  perhaps  more  than  enough,  has  been  given  to  show  you 
the  intimate  connection  between  your  profession  and  the  experimental 
sciences,  the  stndy  of  it  leading  to  a  knowledge  of  these,  even  when 
apparently  far  removed  from  it.  Indeed,  growth  in  medicine  is,  in 
great  measure,  dependent  upon  the  growth  of  these  sciences.  There 
is  not  a  discovery  in  chemistry,  optics,  electricity,  magnetism,  &c.,  that 
does  not  minister  immediately  or  mediately  to  medicine.  Science,  the 
production  of  reason,  is  the  natural  enemy  of  charlatanry  as  well  as 
superstition.  With  its  advancement  these  must  disappear.  Beneath 
its  white  and  gladsome  light,  they,  twin  o£fspring  of  ignorance,  can  not 
live.  Medicine  itself  is  a  science,  founded,  like  the  other  physical 
sciences,  upon  observation  and  induction.  It  is  as  erroneous  as  it  is 
degrading  to  it,  to  suppose  that  it  is  a  mere  collection  of  nostrums  or 
specifics,  to  be  learned  by  rote  by  the  student. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  narrowed  down  and  circumscribed  by  any  exclusive 
dogma.  Water-cure,  botanic  remedies,  infinitesimal  doses,  any  special 
system,  neither  separately  nor  collectively  constitute  the  philosophy  or 
the  entire  remedial  agencies  of  medicine.  It  is  no  Procrustean  bed 
for  the  diversified  forms  of  humanity  and  of  human  ailment.  It  is 
catholic  in  its  nature,  seeking  knowledge  wherever  it  may  be  obtained, 
and  subjecting  all  science  to  its  demands.  It  is  the  science  of  human 
nature,  having  for  its  end  the  "  prevention  of  disease,  the  cure  of  dis- 
ease and  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  man.'' 

You  will  readily  understand  that  mastery  in  it  can  only  be  reached 
through  years  of  patient,  devoted  effort,  guided  by  the  spirit  of  scien- 
tific inquiry.  Yet  it  invites  to  no  unrequited  toil ;  the  rewards  of  sci- 
ence are  among  the  greatest  that  wait  upon  human  endeavor.  I  know 
under  our  democratic  polity  we  are  all  necessarily  more  or  less  poli- 
ticians; and  hence,  political  success  has  had  an  undue  preeminence. 
Yet  who  would  prefer  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  great  office,  to 
the  pleasure  and  the  fame  of  the  student  of  the  closet  whose  years  of 
patient  toil  have  at  last  been  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  some  great 
law  of  nature,  or  by  an  invention  utilizing  these  laws  to  the  benefit  of 
mankind? 

The  Greek  word  eureka  is  domesticated  in  every  language,  because 
it  is  inseparably  connected  with  an  incident  that  touches  the  heart. 
Who  does  not  sympathize  with  the  philosopher  of  Syracuse,  upon  the 
solution  of  his  problem,  rushing  from  his  bath  crying,  "Eureka!  eureka!  '* 
"  I  have  found  it !  I  have  found  it  I "  Who  does  not  sympathize  with  our 
own  Franklin,  when,  having  brought  down  the  lightning  from  heaven, 
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thus  establisliing  its  identity  with  electricity,  he  tells  us  that  he  then 
felt  that  he  was  ready  to  die? 

Agassiz  has  said  that  the  name  of  our  late  lamented  townsman, 
Prof.  Mitchell,  would  live  longer  than  that  of  the  most  distinguished 
politician — referring  to  his  invention  for  sidereal  obsenration. 

Still,  the  universal  stimulus  with  expectant  parents  is,  ^'My  som, 
you  may  be  President,''  as  if  that  were  the  acme  of  all  greatness. 

Tet,  how  many  Presidents  have  left  office  with  a  reputation  that 
any  one  would  envy?  And  as  to  fame,  with  the  flow  of  time  and  tbe 
brevity  of  their  terms,  the  historian  will  soon  cease  to  mark  the  ord«r 
of  events  by  a  reference  to  their  names.  These  will  pass  into  tabular 
lists,  and  like  the  tables  of  Rome,  sink  into  the  forgotten  rubbish  of 
the  past.  A  few,  from  their  connection  with  great  events,  will  escape 
this  fate.  But  the  names  of  science,  associated  with  the  discoveries 
and  inventions,  marking  the  developments  of  knowledge,  will  be  as 
enduring  as  knowledge  itself.  When  the  blood  ceftses  to  circulate, 
and  the  hideous  variola  is  no  more,  and  pain  shall  have  ended,  the 
names  of  Harvey,  Jenner,  Morton  and  Simpson  may  pass  from  memory. 

These  are  the  benefactors  of  man.  No  fields  of  mangled  victims, 
no  ruined  country,  no  mourning  friends,  no  stricken  revengeful  foe 
attend  the  conquests  of  science.  Nature  joyously  yields  her  treasures 
as  the  refreshing  fountain^flowed  from  the  smitten  rock. 

I  would  not  depreciate  political  eminence,  but  I  feel  that  the  dispo- 
sition to  seek  office  is  wasting  in  our  country  talent  and  genius  tliat 
might  in  the  departments  of  science,  be  an  ornament  to  our  race.  So 
that  he  is  a  public  benefactor  who  leads  one  ingenuous,  inquiring  youth 
from  the  slough  of  office-seeking  to  science. 

I  would  that  you  should  devote  yourselves  to  the  noble  profession 
you  have  chosen,  with  all  its  great  opportunities  for  useMness  and 
fame.  Tou  are  quite  aware  that  the  diplomas  you  have  this  day  re- 
ceived, are  not  testimonials  that  you  have  finished  your  education. 
Indeed,  they  but  indicate  that  you  are  now  fairly  prepared  to  begin 
your  professional  studies ;  and  if  you  have  learned  how  to  study  your 
profession,  you  have  done  well,  and  your  teachers  also. 

It  is  not  a  difficult  thing  to  commit  to  memory  the  teachings  of  a 
text  book.  But  this  alone  is  not  sufficient.  We  must  bring  to  the 
study  of  any  subject  we  would  master,  a  spirit  of  scepticism  and  criti- 
eism.  Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that  which  is  true.  We  are  apt  to 
take  as  truth  that  which  our  text  books  and  teachers  tell  as,  and  quite 
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likely  they  are  right;  but  knowledge  obtained  in  this  way  does  not 
become  oar  own ;  it  sits  uneasily,  as  a  garment  made  for  another. 

It  only  becomes  our  own  when  we  have  gone  through  for  ourselves 
the  process  by  which  the  original  investigator  reached  his  results,  and 
kaye  supplemented  this  by  such  independent  modes  of  investigation 
and  reflection  as  may  occur  to  us.  This  manner  of  study,  uniting  with 
reading,  well  directed  observation  and  reflection,  gives  knowledge  and 
discipline  of  mind,  securing  soundness  of  judgment.  These  lead  to 
wisdom,  the  true  end  of  all  education. 

A  credulous  person  of  retentive  memory  and  industrious  habits, 
nay  fill  his  mind  as  a  store-house,  with  facts,  ^yet,  without  his  own 
reflection  there  is  no  wisdom.  There  are  men  of  much  learning  and 
little  wisdom;  and  there  are  men  of  much  wisdom,  yet  with  little 
learning. 

And  this  is  well  understood.  We  have  in  public  life  men  of  great 
and  varied  erudition,  who  pour  it  forth  on  every  occasion  in  copious 
streams.  People  are  startled  and  wonder,  but  in  hours  of  trial,  they 
do  not  look  to  them  for  guidance.  They  instinctively  feel  that  wisdom 
ia  not  here.  There  is  a  maxim,  '^  beware  of  the  man  with  one  book  " — 
that  is,  much  reflection  with  little  reading  is  better  than  much  read- 
ing without  reflection. 

Bo  not  ukistake  me,  I  am  not  underrating  the  importance  of  learn- 
ing; but  I  would  increase  its  value  by  adding  that  reflection  and  study 
which  may  make  it  our  own. 

While  the  investigator  of  science  should  doubt  and  criticise,  let 
him  not  carry  this  unnecessarily  into  the  domain  of  theology.  There 
ve  men  of  science,  of  merit,  who  are  continually  contrasting  their  dis- 
coTeries  with  the  teachings  of  revelation.  These  commit  the  same 
«rror  which  theology  did  when  the  church  invaded  the  province  of 
Bdenee  and  commanded  the  earth  to  cease  it  revolution  around  the 
««».    "It  moves,  notwithstanding,"  said  Oallieo. 

Dr.  Hooker  advises :  "  Let  each  pursue  the  search  for  truth — the 
ttchaM)logist  into  the  physical,  the  religious  teacher  into  the  spiritual 
kistory  and  condition  of  mankind."  Enlarging  upon  this,  I  may  add, 
let  the  scientific  inquirer  pursue  his  investigations  after  the  methods 
of  science,  let  the  theologian  pursue  his  studies  in  his  own  way.  Each 
^y  be  equal  to  his  own,  but  not  to  both  departments.  There  need 
le  no  apprehension  of  conflict  if  each  reaches  truth,  for  there  is  no 
^ordance  in  the  work  of  the  Author  of  all  harmony. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  what  has  been  said,  that  while  you  should 
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endeayoT  to  have  a  general,  and,  as  far  as  may  be,  aa  accurate  knowT- 
edge  of  all  the  branches  of  your  profession — yet  that  you  are  more 
likely  to  reach  high  excellence  if  you  make  some  particular  branch,  to 
the  inyestigation  of  which  your  tastes,  aptitudes  and  opportunities 
lead,  the  subject  of  your  special  inquiry.  It  is  in  this  way  that  men 
of  the  old  world  study,  and  hence  their  great  attainments.  We,  led 
by  the  multitude  of  matters,  which,  in  a  new  country,  demand  oar  at- 
tention, spread  ourselves  over  too  much  surface  and  dissipate  our  ener- 
gies. Life  is  too  short  to  permit  any  one,  however  great  his  capacity^ 
to  attain  to  a  complete  mastery  of  all  science ;  yet,  every  one  that  pre- 
tends to  scholarship,,  owes  it  to  himself  and  to  his  fellow-man  to  so 
niaster  some  one  branch  of  knowledge  that  he  will  be  upon  it  an  ac- 
knowledged authority.  If  each  who  can,  does  this^  selecting  different 
branches  in  the  aggregate,  the  public  will  have  the  advantage  of  ripe 
scholarship  in  all  tUe  departments  of  knowledge. 

Tou  will  observe,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  not  referred  specially  to 
the  practice  of  your  profession.  It  is  not  because  I  do  not  feel  the  ex- 
ceeding importance  of  this  branch  of  your  duties.  It  is  owing  partly 
to  the  fact  that  on  this  you  have  already  had  the  better  instruction  of 
your  teachers;  partly  to  the  fact  that  whatever  is  likely  to  promote 
the  money -making  part  of  your  profession  will  not  be  overlooked ;  bat 
mainly  because  I  would  fain  stimulate  in  you  the  desire  to  elevate  and 
advance  your  noble  calling.  I  would  that  you  should  look  upon  it  as 
something  higher  than  a  mere  money-getting  art.  Yet,  even  in  thif 
narrow  view,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  medicine  will 
not  hurt  you.  For  I  take  it,  notwithstanding  the  depressing  example 
of  successful  charlatanism,  that,  other  things  being  equal,  your  capac- 
ity and  success  will  depend  upon  the  mastery  you  obtain  over  the  sci- 
ence of  medicine. 

It  is  true  that  there  have  been  instances  in  your  profession,  of  high 
scientific  capacity  not  coupled  with  practical  skill ;  yet  this  has  been 
owing,  perhaps,  to  the  fact  that  the  practice  was  neglected,  or  perhaps 
to  some  peculiarity  of  mind  or  temperament  unfitting  for  practice. 
But  there  are  many  noble  examples  of  high  scientific  capacity  united 
with  the  highest  practical  skill. 

You  will  pardon  me  if  I  shall  name  a  living  one.  Dr.  Simpson,  of 
Edinburgh,  is  perhaps  at  the  head  of  his  profession  in  his  country,  hav- 
ing an  unequaled  practice :  yet  he  has  illustrated  the  annals  of  medi- 
cine with  many  happy  inventions  and  important  discoveries;  aDd  per- 
haps there  is  scarcely  a  number  of  the  leading  medical  joumals  in 
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ibe  United  KiDgdom  which  has  not  a  contribntion  from  his  unwearied 
Aod  productive  pen.  I  mention  him  the  more  readily  because  there 
is  that  in  his  career  which  appeals  peculiarly  to  American  youth. 

There  is  not  a  young  man  before  me  who  commences  his  profes- 
sional life  under  difficulties  greater  than  those  which  surrounded  Prof. 
Simpson  in  his  youth.  Living  in  a  country  where  the  classification  of 
society  opposes  serious  barriers  to  the  advancement  of  the  young  man 
without  family  or  fortune,  he  yet,  beginning  life  the  son  of  a  baker, 
by  his  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance,  has  risen  to  his  present 
high  position. 

Gentlemen,  your  Alma  Mater  and  your  country  expect  much  from 
you.  May  they  never  be  disappointed.  Let  it  be  your  worthy  ambi- 
tion to  be  masters  in  the  science  of  medicine ;  so  study  it  as  to  make 
it  your  own.  Select  some  branch  suited  to  your  tastes  and  opportuni- 
ties, and  make  this  the  object  of  your  special,  Ufe-long  investigation; 
and  then,  with  the  blessing  of  heaven,  your  name,  may  yet  be  written 
among  those  who  have  advanced  the  boundaries  of  knowledge. 


CASE  OF  DIPHTHERITIC  CROUP— OPERATION— DEATH. 


BT  DR.  J.   C.   REEVE,  DATTON,  OHIO. 


January  29th,  1869,  was  called  to  see  a  boy  aged  seven  years,  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Searles,  of  Osborn,  with  whom  had  been  associated  Dr. 
Green  of  Fairfield.  For  about  a  week  before,  the  patient  had  been 
suffering  under  the  symptoms  of  an  ordinary  cold;  only  on  the  second 
day  preceding  had  he  became  severely  ill,  and  only  since  the  day  be- 
fore had  his  breathing  been  seriously  affected.  I  learned  that  on  the 
day  previous  he  had  passed  part  of  the  time  looking  at  his  book, 
■othing  apparently  the  matter  with  him,  except  what  was  betrayed  by 
eoogh,  breathing  and  voice.  He  had  been  rapidly  getting  worse,  howr 
ever;  during  the  night  he  had  three  suffocative  attacks,  so  severe  that 
his  friends  did  not  think  he  could  survive  another.  I  found  him  to 
be  an  extremely  healthy  looking  child,  of  a  very  healthy  family,  but 
BOW  presenting  all  the  symptoms  of  suffocation  from  laryngeal  obstruct 
tion;  his  cough  suppressed,  voice  whispering,  chest  walls  working  vio<^ 
lently  with  the  efforts  to  respire,  face  and  hands  livid,  pulse  frequent 
and  tolerably  feeble.      Upon  the  tonsils  and  larynx  were  scattered. 
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patches  of  false  membrane ;  they  were  not  extensire  or  thick,  but  suf- 
ficient to  characterize  the  case  as  one  of  diphtheria.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  gentlemen  in  attendance,  he  had  pneumonia,  or  broncho-pneu- 
monia of  the  left  lung ;  but  the  noise  of  respiration  in  the  trachea  so 
interfered  with  an  examination  that  I  could  not  distinguish  it.  I  sat- 
isfied myself  there  was  no  hepatization.  The  treatment  need  not  be 
detailed ;  he  had  frequently  inhaled  the  vapor  of  slacking  lime. 

As  soon  as  preparations  could  be  made,  and  the  parents  had,  after 
candid  statement  of  the  risks  and  probabilities  of  the  operation,  con- 
sented, I  proceeded  to  perform  tracheotomy.  He  was  slowly  and  care- 
fully brought  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  which  somewhat  deep- 
ened the  liyidity  of  his  countenance,  but  did  not  affect  ^the  pulse. 
Hasmorrhage  was  abundant,  and  so  obscured  the  parts  that  the  trachea 
was  opened  with  great  difficulty.  Some  delay  was  also  occasioned  by 
one  branch  of  the  dilating  forceps  not  being  in  the  trachea,  but  be- 
tween the  muscles.  During  this  time  only  partial  relief  was  afforded  by 
the  artificial  opening.  Some  blood  found  its  way  into  the  air-passages, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  patient  was  very  critical.  ^The  instrument 
being  adjusted,  however,  the  intruding  blood  was  expelled,  the  patient 
rallied  and  soon  began  to  mend.  Having  to  send  home  for  a  tracheo- 
tomy tube,  the  forceps  were  allowed  to  remain  in  place,  the  handles 
being  tied  together  and  fixed  down  to  the  sternum  by  adhesive  plas- 
ter. The  opening  was  free,  and  respiration  through  it  perfect,  so  that 
when  the  tube  arrived  I  decided  not  to  introduce  it,  but  to  allow  the  for- 
ceps to  remain ;  especially  as  I  believed  the  tube  to  be  too  small  for  a  pa- 
tient of  his  age.  In  half  an  hour  after  the  operation,  the  patient  was 
asleep,  breathing  easily  and  regularly,  color  good,  and  pulse,  by  the  tes- 
timony of  all,  better  than  before.  Arrangements  were  made  to  fill  the 
air  of  the  room  with  steam.  He  was  ordered  milk  for  nourishment,  and 
ice  was  allowed  freely.  At  three  o'clock  P.  M.  I  left  on  the  train  for  home 
six  hours  after  the  operation,  he  was  still  doing  well,  so  well  that  I 
felt  strong  hopes  of  his  recovery ;  but  was  bitterly  disappointed  the 
next  morning  to  learn  that  he  died  fifteen  hours  after  I  left  and  twen- 
ty-one after  the  operation. 

As  to  the  cause  of  death  I  can  not  be  sure ;  he  seems  to  have  begun 
to  fail  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Oreen, 
the  membrane  had  extended  to  the  trachea,  and  by  its  dislodgmeot 
suddenly  interfered  with  respiration  and  caused  death.  The  manner 
of  his  death  corresponds  with  this  view;  but  the  relative  part  played 
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by  the  diplitheria  or  the  pneumonia,  in  producing  the  fatal  result, 
18  not  clear. 

Bjsmabkb. — ^This  ease  demands  publication,  if  only  for  the  rarity 
of  the  operation  in  this  section  of  the  country.  So  far  as.  I  can  learn, 
tracheotomy  for  disease,  has  been  performed  in  this  city  or  yicinity 
in  but  one  other  case  within  fifteen  years.  In  that  case  the  patient 
died  under  the  operation.  I  have  also  known  of  but  one  or  two  other 
cases  where  the  operation  would  probably  have  been  beneficial. 

As  to  the  case  being  one  in  which  the  operation  was  justifiable  and 
presented  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  there  is  not  a  question  in  my 
mind,  nor  is  there  with  the  other  gentlemen  in  attendance.  His  age, 
and  his  unimpaired  powers  from  the  short  duration  of  the  disease, 
were  strong  arguments  in  favor  of  it.  It  was  impossible,  of  course,  to 
decide  how  much  the  depression  of  ihe  pulse  depended  upon  the  asphy- 
sia  or  upon  other  conditions ;  but  it  certainly,  in  any  case,  was  no 
eontra-indication  to  an  operation.  Looking  very  carefully  at  the  symp- 
toms in  every  respect,  and  at  his  condition,  the  conviction  was  forced 
upon  me  that  it  was  a  fair  case  for  tracheot<>my,  that  he  would  certainly 
die  without  it,  and  that  it  was  my  duty  to  perform  it. 

By  some  it  may,  perhaps,  be  maintained  that  because  it  was  diph- 
theria an  operation  should  not  have  been  performed ;  that  in  crtnip  it 
may  be  resorted  to,  but  that  in  a  disease  which  is  constitutional,  the 
operation  does  not  promise  enough  to  justify  it.  Upon  this  point,  the 
first  necessary  step  would  be  to  reconcile  authorities  and  teachers  as  to 
the  identity  or  non-identity  of  the  two  diseases.  The  membranes  in 
both  diseases  are  anatomically  alike,  and  very  high  and  very  respect- 
able authority  can  be  cited  in  favor  of  the  view  that  they  are  essen- 
tially the  same  disease.  This  doctrine  is  maintained  by  Hillier  in  his 
recent  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.* 

Trousseau,  while  he  admits  that  croup,  as  we  understand  the  term — 
what  he  calls  croup  d'emblee — may  occur,  yet  says  that  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  the  membranous  formation  begins  in  the  pharynx 
and  extends  from  there  to  the  larynx.  Bretonneau  held  this  doctrine, 
and  Guersant  adopted  it  after  having  held  the  other  and  more  gener- 
ally received  view  of  the  British  school. 

But  whether  the  pathological  unity  of  these  diseases  be  established, 
admitted  or  denied,  there  should  be  practically  no  question  in  refer- 
enoe  to  an  operation.  Whenever  the  danger  depends  more  upon  the 
local  than  the  general  disease,  the  operation  should  be  performed.     The 

•American  Edition,  page  141,  and  AiMriean  Journal  M^dkml  BcUncn,  January,  1888. 
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case  is  well  stated  by  Trousseau,  an  authority  upon  everything  relating 
to  the  subject  second  to  no  other  in  the  world,  and  I  translate  what  he 
he  says  in  regard  to  the  probability  of  success  of  the  operation:* 

"It  has  a  chance  of  snccess  when  the  local  lenofiy  whetfihe  croup j  eonetituisi  tkt 
jprincipal  danger  to  the  patient. 

"  This  restriction  is  important ;  for  if  the  diphtheritic  infection  has  profouadlj 
affected  the  economy ;  if  the  skin,  the  nasal  fossae  are  attacked  by  the  pecial  in- 
flammation ;  if  the  frequency  of  the  pnlse,  the  delirium,  the  prostration  indicate  a 
profound  iatozication ;  if,  in  a  word,  you  hare  a  case  of  malignant  diphtheria, 
where  the  peril  is  rather  in  the  general  condition  than  in  the  local  lesion  of  the 
larynx  or  the  trachea,  the  operation  ehould  not  be  attempted— ^it  is  inyariably  followed 
by  death." 

Thus,  in  contrast  to  the  case  under  consideration,  was  one  of  about 
the  same  age  treated  this  winter.  Thick  diphtheritic  patehes  on  the 
throat,  were  followed  by  well-marked  symptoms  of  their  extension  to 
the  larynx;  but  the  general  state  of  the  patient  was  such  that  thfi 
question  of  an  operation  was  not  entertained  for  a  moment;  she  waa 
pale  and  strikingly  anaemic,  her  pulse  like  a  mere  thread,  and  extreme 
depression  marked  upon  every  feature.  She  recovered,  however,  and 
is  the  only  case  I  ever  saw  recover  of  laryngeal  affection  in  diphtheria. 
The  treatment  was  with  tr.  ferri  mur.,  chlorate  of  potash,  quinia  and 
alcoholic  stimulants  with  inhalation  of  the  steam  of  slacking  lime, 
and  lime  water  and  solution  of  tannin,  alternately  in  vapor  from  the 
steam  atomiser. 

In  giving  authorities  in  favor  of  tracheotomy  in  diphtheritic  laryn- 
gitis, I  must  not  omit  Dr.  Jacobi  of  New  York.  In  a  recent  article 
upon  croup,  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  one  of  the  best  contri- 
butions ever  made  to  the  medical  journal  literature  of  this  country, 
he  acknowledges  no  contra-indication  te  the  operation,  if  the  patient 
be  suffocating :  f 

"  Now,  while  I  admit  that  with  symptoms  of  general  diphtheria,  complicat- 
ing a  case  of  laryngeal  diphtheritis,  called  membranous  croup,  the  prognosis  of  the 
operation  becomes  more  doubtful,  I  lay  stress  on  the  very  same  fact,  for  the  reason 
that  eren  in  such  cases,  the  only  indication  for  the  operation  rests  in  the  local 
obstruction." 

The  same  doctrine  is  taught  by  Guersant| — marked  evidence  of 
general  infection  of  the  system  lessens  the  chance  of  success. 

"  If  there  are  false  membranes  in  the  nares,  behind  the  ears  where  ulcerations 

*Climque  MedicaUt  tome  I,  page  451. 
^Amerioan  Jourtial  of  OMeln'oi,  Hay,  18G8. 
Xlsoticu  Sur  la  Chirurgie  dm  Et{faut$,  Paris,  1SC4. 
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often  exist;  if  tiie  sub-Biaxillary  ganglia  are  enlarged,  and  if  the  urine  is  albn- 
nunooa,  the  operator  tbonld  know  that  there  is  xettj  little  or  no  hope  of  success." 

A  debilitating  coarse  of  treatment — ''  low  diet,  antimonial»,  leeohes 
and  blisters" — lessen  the  chances  of  the  operation;  but  extension  of 
the  false  membranes  to  the  bronchiae,  are  not  for  him,  a  contra*indi- 
cation: 

"We  hare  seen  patients  spontaneonslj  expel  false  Membranes  representing  the 
earitjr  of  the  trachea  and  bronchial  tabes,  and  recover  without  an  operation,  and 
others  who  hare  also  thrown  them  up  after  tracheotomj,  and  also  recover." 

In  a  discussion  of  the  operation  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of  tike 
Hospitals  of  Paris,^  M.  Archambault  reeogniaed  the  existence  of  bron- 
cho-pDeumonia  as  a  complicati<Hi  exercising  great  infiuence  upon  tke 
result  of  the  operation.  His  remarks  are  of  interest  in  reference  to 
the  case  under  our  care : 

"  M.  Archambault  insisted  upon  broncho-pneumonia  being  among  the  graTOSt 
eompHcations  and  one  almost  surely  fiital  if  existing  at  the  time  of  the  operatiiMi 
or  shortlj  afterwards.  It  is,  he  added,  extremelj  difficult  to  recognize  the  phjs- 
ical  signs  during  the  asphjxial  period  of  croup;  it  can  be  rather  judged  to  be 
present,  than  diagnosticated,  by  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  and  respiratory  move- 
ments, (140  and  40),  while  in  cases  where  there  is  only  croupal  asphyxia,  the  fre- 
quency of  pulse  and  respiration  are  much  less." 

Having  begun  with  the  simple  intention  of  reporting  a  case,  we 
have  extended  our  remarks,  perhaps,  already  too  far,  and  will  not, 
therefore,  enter  npon  any  statistical  evidence  to  sustain  the  operation 
of  tracheotomy  in  diphtheria.  It  might  be  doing  good  service  to 
adduce  it.  True  membranous  croup  occurs  in  this  section  so  rarely, 
diphtheria  with  laryngeal  affection  and  without  too  severe  general 
symptoms  for  the  operation,  is  but  occasional  anywhere,  the  situation 
is  so  painful  for  parents  and  trying  for  the  medical  man,  that  it  would 
be  well  to  have  at  hand  the  fair  support  which  statistics  will  give  to 
the  measure.  We  must  defer  this  tasJE,  however,  to  another  time,  and 
content  ourselves  with  quoting  here  the  noble  words  of  Barthezif 

**If  children,  the  subjects  of  bad  croup,  having  reached  the  stage  of  confirmed 
asphyxia,  and  having  no  longer  anything  to  expect  of  medicine,  oflfer  to  the  sur- 
geon the  chance  of  one  recovery  in  ten,  in  twenty,  or  even  less,  I  for  one,  have 
not  the  courage  to  refuse  them.*' 

Hillier,  in  his  recent  work  on  diseases  of  children,  teaches  the  doc- 
trine of  operation  whenever  death  is  threatened  from  laryngeal  ob- 
struction. 


*ArcUt€»  Gmtn^lm  ds  Mtd^cm,  Juillett  1868. 
\M9dieal  Timt$  amd  (7as«tt«,  Aogmt  8, 1868. 
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We  may  all  of  us  at  least  expect  as  good  success  as  Nelaton ;  lie 
saved  his  first  case  and  then  operated  twenty-three  times  without  a 
recovery!*  The  particulars  of  the  cases  are  not  given;  hut  it  is  to 
be  presumed  that  the  French  rule  was  followed,  of  operating  under 
any  and  all  circumstances. 

Finally,  in  considering  the  propriety  of  an  operation,  the  relief  to 
suffering  given  by  it  should  have  due  weight.  This  was  answered  in 
the  case  reported.  It  is  a  strong  point,  for  of  all  the  painful  scenes  a 
medical  man  is  called  upon  to  witness,  few  are  more  distressing  than 
that  of  a  strong  and  vigorous  child  suffocating  from  "laryngeal  obstruc- 
tion. If  only  a  quiet  and  peaceful  death  be  attained  by  the  operation, 
that  can  not  be  considered  a  trifling  gain. 


CORRELATION  OF  THE  PHYSICAL  AND  VITAL  FORCES. 


BY  JAS.   F.    HIBBERD,   M.   D.,   RICHMOND,   IND. 


On  the  12th  of  October,  1868,  the  winter  conrse  of  lectures  in  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  was  opened  by  an  inaugural 
address  by  J.  Aitken  Meigs,  M.  D.,  recently  appointed  to  the  chair  of 
Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  that  honored 
seat  of  learning. 

Prof.  Meigs  takes  for  the  theme  of  his  address,  the  Correlation  of 
the  Physical  and  Vital  forces,  and  after  a  somewhat  elaborate  review 
of  the  progress  of  science  in  this  regard  during  the  last  one  hundred 
years,  apparently  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  at  the  present  day  there 
is  no  man  of  eminence  or  ability  who  is  not  a  convert  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  correlation  of  physical  and  vital  force.  Possibly  this  was  not 
the  author's  intention ;  but  the  reader  is  certainly  led  to  this  view  of 
his  labor.  One  would  hope  that  the  erudite  and  accomplished  profes- 
sor is  not  going  to  make  of  himself  an  addition  to  that  not  inconsid- 
erable class  of  teachers  in  medicine,  who  having  adopted  a  theory, 
bring  forward  abundantly  of  authority  facts  and  arguments  to  sustain 
their  views,  without  intimating  that  the  opposite  opinion  has  earnest 
and  honest  advocates  to  support  it. 

The  status  of  scientific  opinion  in  relation  to  vital  force  in  the  last 
kalf  of  the  eighteenth  century,  is  fixed  by  Prof.  M.,  by  citing  the 

♦Ofaiooi  L0elmr«$  om  SKryryt  Philadelphia,  1855,  page  54. 
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ideas  promulgated  at  that  time  by  John  Hunter,  in  England,  Hum- 
boldt^ in  Germany,  and  Bichat,  in  France,  all  of  whom  were  earnest 
advocates  of  the  doctrine  that  vital  force  is  something  gut  generU,  a 
special  endowment  of  living  things.  He  refers  to  many  other  emi- 
oeDt  men,  active  and  of  authority,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  present 
century,  who  held  the  same  views  strongly,  one  of  them  declaring  that 
in  the  whole  range  of  medical  literature  there  is  not  a  single  author 
of  note  who  does  not  admit  the  existence  of  "a  governing  vital  prin- 
ciple as  a  distinct  entity,  distinct  from  all  other  things  in  nature/' 

He  then  alludes  to  the  work  of  Dr.  S.  L.  Metcalfe,  of  Philadelphia, 
ojk^^Ckloricy*  published  in  1843,  as  being  the  first  complete  treatise 
that  clearly  set  out  and  maintained  the  doctrine  of  the  unity  of  all 
force;  vital  phenomena  being  the  product  of  one  of  its  correlated 
phases. 

Br.  Metcalfe's  book  did  not  meet  with  much  recognition  as  an 
exponent  of  the  truth  of  science.  Indeed,  Dr.  Richardson  spoke  of 
the  author  as  an  "immortal  heretic  in  science,''  and  Dr.  Carpenter 
characterized  him  as  "an  enthusiast  and  system  maker,  and  declared 
that  his  views  were  very  unphilosophical."  Now,  however,  these  two 
eminent  London  physiologists  are  among  the  most  earnest  advocates 
of  the  doctrine  which  they  almost  ridiculed  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

Prof.  Meigs  recounts  the  labors  and  recites  the  opinions  of  a  host  of 
the  leading  medical  men  of  to-day,  who  in  various  ways  illustrate  the 
correctness  of  the  idea  of  a  unity  of  force.  After  informing  us  that 
recently  "Wurtz  announced  that  he  had  e£fected  the  synthesis  of  neu- 
rine;  while  Kolbe,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  chemical  society,  stated 
that  he  had  obtained  urea  from  carbonate  of  ammonia,"  Prof.  M.  con* 
tinues:  "It  is  highly  probable,  indeed,  ihat  the  time  wjD  come  when 
^  the  products  of  living  organisms  will  be  crvated  or  closely  imitated 
by  the  chemist.  The  complete  realisation  of  this  probability  will 
shortly  tend  to  deprive  nutrition  or  assimilation  of  its  mysterious 
Titalistic  character,  and  bring  it,  in  common  with  other  organic  or 
vegetable  functions,  within  the  pale  of  physico-chemical  actions."  He 
then  quotes  from  Dr.  Gull,  the  great  practical  physician  of  London, 
and  a  profound  thinker,  this  sentence:  "Daily  advances  in  science 
Bttke  it  more  and  more  probable  that  organized  beings  are  the  neces- 
ttiy  development  of  the  physical  condition  of  our  globe."  Other  dis- 
tinguished scientists  are  cited  to  the  same  general  tenor. 

The  microscope,  by  its  revelations,  has  revolutionized  many  of  the 
histological  notions  that  were  very  confidently  taught  thirty  years  ago. 
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The  most  important  point,  for  onr  present  purpose,  that  it  has  revealed^ 
is  the  fact,  now  accorded  such  by  all  classes  of  biologists,  that  the  cell 
t«  the  unit  of  vital  activity  in  all  organic  existences.  The  theory  of 
cyto-genesis,  in  the  animal  kingdom,  is  in  its  infancy  yet;  but  it  is  a 
vigorous  and  a  popular  infant,  recognized  by  all  wise  men  as  the  com* 
ing  giant  in  biological  science,  its  growth  assured  and  its  develop- 
ment rapidly  promoted,  by  the  fostering  attention  of  9Qch  untiring  and 
zealous  scientific  wet-nurses  as  "Remak,  Virchow,  Weber,  Redfem, 
His,  Bottcher,  Billroth,  Paget,  Beale,  Max  Schultze,  Robin  and  many 
others." 

According  to  Prof.  Meigs,  the  physico-vitkl  correlation  of  force  is 
as  much  an  established  fact  as  tho  cyto-genesis  of  tissues,  and  as  fully 
accepted  by  biologists.  He  calls  it  he  "highway  of  research  leading 
to  the  true  theory  of  life,"  and  tells  us  that  among  the  great  men 
who  are  radiating  this  highway  with  their  intellectual  light,  are  to  be 
found  Yanuxem,  Metcalfe,  Grove,  Carpenter,  Faraday,  Mayer,  Rad- 
oliffe,  Hinton,  Leoonte,  Yierordt,  Bonders,  Fick  and  Wislicenira,  Ranke, 
Tyndall,  Frankland,  Lawes  and  Gilbert,  Parkes,  Odling,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Haughton,  Bence  Jones,  &c. 

The  careful  reader  will  notice  that  this  last  catalogue  of  names, 
long  as  it  is,  omits  all  mention  of  one  of  the  most  industrious,  pains- 
taking, and  candid  microscopists  in  the  world,  an  English  biologist 
whose  enviable  reputation  extends  throughout  the  borders  of  civiliza* 
tion,  a  penetrating  observer  and  a  profound  reasoner,  who  quarrels 
with  no  one,  but  gives  the  results  of  his  labors  with  a  elearness  and 
perspicacity  that  others  might  follow  with  advantage;  we  mean  Ihr. 
Lionel  <S.  Beale,  of  London. 

Beak,  in  his  work  "on  the  structure  and  growth  of  tissues,  and  on 
life,"  devotes  the  last  chapter  to  a  consideration  of  Life  in  the  light  of 
the  histological  facta  presented  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  book. 
He  had  already  shown  that  the  cell  consists  essentially  of  two  parts^ 
the  ^^ germinal  matter'^  and  the  ^^ formed  material;^*  of  these,  the 
lat^r  exists  exteriorly  and  the  former  centrally.  The  pabulum  for 
the  nutrition  of  the  cell  is  received  into  the  center  of  the  germinal 
nmtter,  and  there  begins  its  outward  course,  and  as  it  progresses,  under- 
going the  metamorphsis  into  the  living  structure  of  the  cell,  so  that 
by  the  time  it  has  reached  the  limit  of  the  germinal  matter  it  has  be- 
come formed  material,  and  is  no  longer  subject  to  vital  processes  car- 
ried on  in  the  cell.  Now,  according  to  Beale,  when  this  unorganised 
pabulum  reaches  the  center  of  the  germinal  matter  and  begins  its  out- 
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ward  progress,  its  transfonnatioii  is  accomplished  by  a  force  baying  no 
uiuson  with  any  conceivable  plan  of  physical  force;  bnt  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  acting  in  direct  antagonism  to  all  recognized  laws  of  that 
force. 

There  is  nothing  in  Ascherson's  observations  of  the  oil  globules 
taking  a  coating  of  albumen — nothing  in  the  "progressive  physical 
changes  which  take  place  in  the  chyle  as  it  passes  onwards  through 
the  lacteals  into  the  thoracic  duct" — nothing  in  Prof.  Bennett's  lec- 
ture on  the  "Origin  of  Infusoria,"  that  satisfactorily  accounts  for  the 
phenomena  that  Beale  asserts  are  accomplished  only  by  a  vital  force,  a 
foree  unlike  anything  else  in  nature,  and  he  claims  that  it  is  a  special 
endowment  of  living  matter  conferred  on  it  by  the  great  Author  of 
the  universe. 

Quite  possibly  Beale  may  be  mistaken,  and  in  a  little  while  some 
lynx-eyed  philosopher  may  penetrate  the  mystery  of  interior  cell  action 
tad  show  us  clearly  enough  that  it  is  but  a  peculiar  modification  of 
eommou  physical  force,  so  ordered  by  the  Creator  for  the  construction 
of  oiganiaed  liTing  tissues ;  and  when  this  is  done,  no  man  will  be  more 
ready  to  say  it  is  done  than  Beale.  But  until  we  attain  to  such  knowl- 
edge, it  must  be  regarded  as  something  in  the  nature  of  a  sin  of  omis- 
sion in  even  so  good  a  man  as  Prof.  Meigs,  when  he,  summing  up  the 
statos  of  the  scientific  world  upon  the  point,  in  an  inaugural  address 
to  a  house  fiill  of  students  and  others,  conveys  the  idea  that  there  is 
BO  one  of  meritorious  eminence  who  does  not  yield  credence  to  the 
theory  that  sun  force  and  vital  force  are  correlated — are  but  phases  of 
the  same  power  that  floats  the  aeronaut  through  the  air — ^that  holds  the 
ocean  in  its  bed  in  the  diurnal  whirl  of  the  earth — that  forces  the 
melted  viscera  of  the  earth  up  through  the  volcano's  crater,  and  that 
lends  our  thoughts  through  the  wires  bounding  over  the  continent,  or 
shooting  beneath  the  deep  sea  from  hemisphere  to  hemisphere. 


A  CHILD  BORN  WITHOUT  CALVARIA  OR  ENCEPHALON. 


BT  DR.  C.   H.  SMITH,   KIRKLIN,  IND. 


July  27th,  1867,  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  H ,  aged  thirty  years — 

German — ^vito-motor  temperament — finely  developed — mother  of  three 
living  children. 
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On  arrival,  found  she  had  given  birth  to  a  healthy  male  child  whieh 
was  separated  and  given  to  the  nurse,  and  within  twenty  minutes  more 
a  female,  breech  presenting,  was  delivered  still-born  and  without  cran* 
\nm  or  brain. 

Some  ten  minutes  were  taken  up  in  attentions  to  the  patient,  and 
removing  placenta,  which  was  double,  when  the  monstrosity  was  more 
closely  observed. 

The  parietal  bones  were  entirely  absent.  The  occipital  and  firontal 
were  absent,  except  the  inferior  part  of  the  former  and  orbital  plates  of 
the  latter.  The  superior  part  of  the  temporal  bones  was  also  wanting. 
The  eyes  were  quite  prominent,  but  the  optic  nerves  dwindled  to  a  shred 
before  decussating.  A  thin,  transparent  membrane  stretched  loosely 
across  the  base  of  the  skull,  beneath  which  was  a  small  amount  of 
pulpy  substance,  and  serous  fluid  tinged  with  red.  The  medulla  spin- 
alis terminated  in  a  soft,  roundish  mass.  Development  otherwise  nor- 
mal and  child  of  medium  size. 

Up  to  this  time,  no  signs  of  life  had  been  manifested,  neither  heart 
sounds  nor  respiratory  gasp ;  but  on  touching  the  superior  termination 
of  the  medulla  spinalis,  convulsive  movements  of  the  limbs  followed 
repeatedly,  but  no  reflex  action  could  be  elicited  by  irritating  the  pe- 
ripheries. , 

Parturition  was  natural,  except  an  excessive  amount  of  lienor  amnii 
with  second  birth.  Neither  was  there  any  occurrence  during  gestation 
that  would  likely  have  influenced  development.  In  October,  1865, 
patient  had  typhoid  fever,  and  in  December  following,  empyema,  from 
both  of  which  she  had  made  an  excellent  recovery.  It  might  be  well 
to  state  that  the  husband  was  a  very  intelligent  and  healthy  farmer. 
We  leave  the  subject  without  comment. 


ON  LITHOTOMY  OF  THE  GALL-BLADDER. 


BT  GEO.  G.   BLAOKMAN,  M.   D., 

;eof  Ohio;  Sorgo 
,  Ohio;  etc.,  etc. 


Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio;  Sorgeon  to  the  Samaritan  Hospital,  Cincin- 
nati, 0"  • 


CbWtetMci  from  pag0  87,  Ftbruarg  M«m5«r. 

Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe,  who  was  surgeon  to  Guy's  Hospital,  in  his  OrU- 
ical  Enquiry  into  the  Present  State  of  Surgery^  London,  1750,  at  page 
222,  thus  remarks:     "I  have  hinted  that  though  the  opening  of  the 
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gall-bladder  is  exceedingly  dangerous,  where  it  remains  loose,  yet  when 
it  happens  to  adhere  to  the  peritoneum,  the  operation  may  be  advisa- 
ble. The  gall-bladder,  like  the  urinary-bladder,  by  excessive  disten- 
sion is  sometimes  burst;  but  if  previous  to  the  rupture,  it  adheres  to 
the  neighboring  parts  with  which  it  falls  into  contact,  as  is  usual  with 
inflamed  membranes,  it  will  be  proper  to  make  an  incision  in  the  upper 
part,  lest  it  should  burst  into  a  part  that  should  evacuate  the  bile  into 
tbe  abdomen.  There  are  several  examples  recorded  where  it  has  broke 
externally,  and  the  patients  by  this  accident  have  done  well.  These 
exunplea,  therefore,  show  the  fitness  of  making  such  an  opening,  where 
an  adhesion  is  certain ;  but  what  recommends  an  operation  still  more, 
is  the  possibility  of  extracting  a  stone  or  stones  from  the  gall-bladder, 
which  by  their  residence,  would  continue  to  keep  up  the  inflammation 
and  the  consequential  complaints.  This  operation  was  first  performed 
where  it  was  not  originally  intended,  the  surgeon  only  proposing  to 
eore  by  dilatation  a  small  fistula  of  the  gall-bladder;  but  in  examin- 
ing the  cavity  with  his  probe,  he  'felt  a  stone  as  large  as  a  pigeon's 
egg,  which  he  extracted,  and  the  patient  recovered.  It  is  true,  this 
operation  is  not  yet  established;  but  besides  the  case  here  recited, 
there  are  several  histories  of  patients  whose  gall-bladders  have  burst 
externally,  and  whose  stones  have  worked  out  of  themselves,  which 
ought  to  encourage  a  skillful  surgeon  always  to  examine  if  there  are 
uij  stones  in  the  gall-bladder,  whether  the  opening  into  it  be  made  by 
Mtore  or  art." 

Wm.  Bromfield,  Surgeon  to  Her  Majesty,  and  to  St.  George's  Hos- 
pital, in  his  Chirurgical  Observations  and  Cases,  published  in  London, 
1773,  volume  ii,  page  174,  speaking  of  distended  gall-bladders,  adds: 
''The  tumor  in  this  part  has  often  been  mistaken  for  an  abscess  of  the 
H^er,  which  at  length  bursting,  has  given  credit  to  the  person  who  at- 
tended the  case ;  for  by  dilating  the  orifice,  some  biliary  calculi  have 
been  discovered,  which  were  then  extracted  with  great  solemnity,  as 
if  the  whole  operation  was  done  in  consequence  of  the  superior  skill 
of  the  operator.  The  same  thing  has  happened  in  abscesses  of  the 
kidneys  from  the  same  cause ;  and  authors  very  gravely  describe  the 
operation  of  nephrotomy,  as  if  an  able  anatomist,  once  convinced  of 
a  stone  being  generated  in  the  kidneys,  and  too  large  to  pass  into 
the  ureter,  would  judge  it  might  be  taken  out  as  safely  as  from  the 
bladder.  Surely  this  want  of  candor  is  unpardonable,  as  the  credit, 
if  any,  is  certainly  due  to  chance ;  but  relying  on  the  reputation  of  the 
relator,  a  young  rash  practitioner  may  think  the  authority  sufficient 
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for  him  to  make  the  attempt.  I  am  afnkl  some  of  my  brother  au- 
thors are  rather  too  fond  of  relating  cases  of  the  marrelous  kind, 
attended  with  success,  without  mentioning  those  which  miscarried. 
The  integrity  of  Hippocrates  has  done  more  service  to  physiciana,  in 
setting  down  the  practice  when  unsuccessful,  as  well  as  where  tho  pa- 
tients recovered,  than  if  he  had  put  down  twenty  times  the  number 
that  did  well,  and  omitted  those  that  died  under  his  care." 

Delpech,  in  his  Pr6c%$  BRdmentaire  des  Maladies  repiUSes  Chirur- 
gicalcy  Paris,  1816,  tome  ii,  page  189,  thus  comments  upon  the  opera- 
tions which  have  been  proposed  for  the  removal  of  biliary  calculi: 
'^After  the  spontaneous  or  artificial  opening  of  tumors  formed  bj  dis- 
tended gall-bladders,  it  has  often  happened  that  biliary  concretions 
have  been  found  and  easily  extracted.     This  has  been  followed  by  an 
abundant  escape  of  bile,  which  these  foreign  bodies  had  caused  to  be 
retained,  and  in  some  instances  the  patients  have  been  cured.     From 
this  it  -has  been  inferred  that  when  biliary  tumors  have  terminated  in 
such  openings,  a  grooved  sound  might  be  introduced  and  calculi  de- 
tected, as  well  as  removed  by  enlarging  the  opening.     But  verj  few 
cases  have  been  brought  forward  to  prove  that  biliary  concretions  have 
been  extracted  from  the  gall-bladder  itself.     Judging  from  observation, 
it  would  seem  that  almost  always  these  bodies  have  been  removed  from 
the  thickness  of  the  abdominal  walls,  where  they  had  become  engaged, 
and  often  they  have  been  found  in  a  sinus  in  the  abdominal  muscles, 
or  beneath  the  integuments,  which  sinus  has  been  caused  by  the  infil- 
tration of  bile  in  the  cellular  tissue.     If  it  must  be  admitted  thai,  in 
certain  cases,  these  concretions  had  been  formed  in  the  gall-bladder, 
and  were  afterwards  thrown  towards  the  surface  by  the  process  of  sup- 
puration, we  are  led  also  by  analogy,  to  believe  that  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances these  biliary  concretions  have  been  formed  in  the  sinuses 
in  which  they  were  found.     It  is  an  important  rule,  taught  by  experi- 
ence, that  we  must  not  touch  biliary  tumors  except  where  there  has 
been  ^evidence  of  external  inflammation  which  has  led  to  adhesions  of 
the  abdominal  walls  and  the  surface  of  the  gall-bladder.     Bat  even 
then,  how  can  we  be  assured  that  in  carrying  the  knife  to  this  or  that 
point  of  the  circumference  of  the  abdominal  ulceration  or  opening,  we 
may  not  pass  beyond  the  limits  of  adhesion,  and  give  rise  to  infiltration 
of  bile  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  with  all  its  dreaded  consequences? 
In  cases  where  the  opening  has  been  of  long  standing,  and  has  become 
fistulous  from  the  escape  of  bile,  there  may  be  less  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger from  the  proceeding.     Cases  have  been  observed  in  which  the  ad^ 
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besions  between  the  gall-bladder  and  the  walls  of  the  abdomen  have 
resembled  an  elongated  ligament.  Into  this  cord-like  substance,  which 
nay  be  compared  to  a  vessel — a  narrow  sinus  existing — a  sound  pene- 
trates only  with  difficulty,  showing  on  the  one  hand  an  external  orifice, 
while  th^  other  end  communicates  with  the  gall-bladder,  the  cavity  of 
the  latter  containing  several  biliary  concretions,  which  are  not  free, 
bat  closely  embraced  by  the  walls  of  the  gall-bladder.  It  is  evident 
that  in  such  a  case,  the  focility  with  which  the  gall-bladder  has  emptied 
itself  of  the  bile  deposited  in  its  cavity,  has  permitted  it  to  contract 
closely  upon  the  concretions  which  it  contains,  and  hence  the  forma- 
tion of  the  pouches  in  which  they  have  been  found.  It  is  evident, 
also,  that  however  limited  may  be  our  incision  through  the  coats  of  the 
cord-like  sinus,  bile  may  escape  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  Finally, 
it  is  very  doubtfil  whether,  even  if  we  should  penetrate  safely  into  the 
ctTity  of  the  gall-bladder,  we  could  seize  and  extract  the  calculi  there 
deposited." 

Delpech  then  lays  down  the  following  precepts : 

The  immediate  removal  of  biliary  concretions  by  means  of  the 
knife,  should  be  attempted  only  in  those  cases  where  they  present 
themselves  at  the  external  opening  in  the  abdominal  walls,  or  are  en- 
gaged in  the  sinuses  connected  with  this  opening.  In  no  case  should 
sQch  operation  be  attempted  where  they  are  still  enclosed  in  the  gall- 
bladder. Dilating  instruments,  incapable  of  destroying  the  walls  of 
the  sinus,  are  the  only  means  by  which  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
reach  calculi  in  the  gall-bladder,  especially  if  the  biliary  tumor  has 
long  been  open. 

M.  Cruveilhier,  in  his  TraMD^Anatomte  Pathohgique  G^nSrale,  Paris. 
1852,  tame  deuxteme^  page  570,  reports  the  following  case  which  occur- 
red in  the  practice  of  M.  Robert,  then  surgeon  to  the  H6pital  Beau- 
jon:  '«In  1836,  a  female,  set  35,  was  admitted  with  an  umbilical  fistula 
of  eight  months  duration.  It  was  the  result  of  an  abscess  which  spon- 
taneously opened,  giving  issue  to  a  yellowish  pus.  A  sound  detected 
a  calculus  at  the  bottom,  which  M.  Robert  deemed  to  be  about  the 
nie  of  a  hazel-nut.  He  thought  that  by  breaking  it  into  frag- 
ments with  the  crushing  forceps,  it  might  be  the  more  readily  ex- 
tracted; but  the  simple  introduction  of  the  dressing  forceps  into  the 
fifltola  for  the  purpose  of  exploration,  gave  rise  to  a  peritonitis  which 
destroyed  the  patient.  The  fistula,  being  opened  at  the  umbilicus,  fol- 
lowed the  course  of  the  suspensory  ligament  of  the  liver,  and  termin- 
ated in  the  gall-bladder  which  was  extensively  ulcerated.    Here  was 
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found  a  biliary  oalcnlus  the  size  of  a  peach  stone,  which  was  just  within 
the  fistula,  the  walls  of  which  presented  considerable  resistance.'' 

Chaissaignac,  iii  his  Th*aM  Pratique  de  la  SuppurcUion,  et  du 
Drainage  Chirurgical,  Paris,  1859,  tome  ii,  at  page  368-9,  after  refer- 
ring to  the  cases  quoted  by  Ploucquet,  in  which  biliary  calculi  through 
an  abscess  have  escaped  spontaneously,  remarks :  When  the  abscess 
opens  spontaneously,  if  the  opening  is  too  narrow,  or  too  remote  front 
its  fundus,  we  should  enlarge  it  by  means  of  caustics,  and  especially 
the  Vienna  paste,  and  he  adds  that  a  cure  of  the  biliary  fistula  gener- 
ally takes  place  after  the  extraction  of  the  calculi. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  October  17th, 
1859,  Mr.  Thudicum  read  a  paper  On  the  Pathology  and  TreatmnU  of 
Gall-Stones.  From  the  report  published  in  the  London  Lancet,  Oc- 
tober 22,  of  the  same'  year,  we  extract  the  following:  "After  some 
remarks  upon  the  dietary  and  hygienic  rules  to  be  observed  by  gall- 
bladder patients,  the  author  suggested  that  in  some  appropriate  caseSr 
an  operation  for  the  removal  of  gall-stones  through  the  abdominal 
walls,  should  become  a  subject  of  consideration  for  surgeons.  Dr. 
Bichardson  having  alluded  to  the  effects  of  loss  of  bile  by  a  biliary 
fistula  in  animals,  which  he  thought  was  contra-indicating  the  pro- 
posed operation,  referred  to  points  of  diagnosis.  The  President  (Mr. 
Hilton)  remarked  upon  the  operation  which  the  author  had  hinted  at, 
and  thought  there  were  many  difficulties  in  it«  way.  He  should  like 
to  hear  from  physicians,  the  number,  nature  and  prospects  of  snoh 
cases  in  which  the  operation  for  extracting  gall-stones  could  be  thought 
of.  The  operation  would  be  impossible  in  cases  where  the  calculus 
was  closely  embraced  by  the  bladder.  But,  from  his  knowledge,  he 
thought  it  not  impossible  that  cases  fit  for  operative  relief  might  pre- 
sent themselves;  and  in  cases  of  distended  gall-bladder,  (which  might 
occur  with  calculi),  an  operation,  such  as  the  author  had  mentioned, 
had  actually  been  performed  with  success." 

Mr.  Thudicum,  in  his  excellent  Treatise  on  Gall-Stones,  London, 
1863,  page  45,  says  that  Petit's  plan  was  adopted  in  Germany  by  A. 
Q-.  Bichter,  and  that  the  latter  in  his  work  on  Surgery,  gives  an  excel- 
lent description  of  biliary  fistul»  and  their  treatment,  and  of  enlarge- 
ments of  the  gall-bladder  from  calculi,  and  their  treatment  by  sor- 
gical  operations.  He  adds:  ^^The  essays  of  Petit  and  Bichter  must 
be  careMly  perused  in  order  to  see  that  the  propositions  of  their 
authors  were  by  no  means  so  chimerical  as  subsequent  writers  have 
endeavored  to  make  out.'*    At  page  251,  Mr.  T.  refers  to  a  case  in  whicli, 
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aeeording  ta  Schurigias  (Ltthologia,  page  268),  J.  Fabricina  remoTed 
two  biliary  ooncietions  from  a  living  man  by  means  of  cutting.  At 
|ttge  253,  he  mentions  the  case  of  Lespine,  in  which  the  abscess  was 
opened  with  the  knife,  and  the  calcnlns  reached. 

Mr.  Thudicnm  has  copied  from  the  London  Medical  Timet  and 
GazeUej  May  10th,  1862,  the  report  of  a  yery  interesting  case,  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Cockle,  at  the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  in  which  a  number 
of  biliary  calculi  were  discharged  through  a  spontaneous  opening  about 
two  inches  below  the  umbilicus.  This  opening  was  about  the  size  of 
a  crow's  quill,  and  from  its  orifice  there  was  a  constant  oozing  of  nearly 
colorless  mucus.  A  probe  passed  readily  obliquely  upwards  when  it 
came  in  contact  with  a  solid  body.  After  several  ineffectual  attempts 
to  extract  it  with  the  dilating  forceps  constructed  expressly  for  the 
purpose,  Br.  Cockle  was  compelled  to  slit  up  the  sinus  as  far  as  the 
stone,  and  then  readily  removed  it.  The  wound  quickly  healed ;  but 
at  the  end  of  two  or  three  weeks,  the  old  symptoms  returned  and  another 
ealeulus  was  detected  about  two  inches  distant  from  the  outer  ori- 
fice. ^'Mr.  Hill  again  tried  to  dilate  the  sinus  and  grasp  the  stone, 
but  after  a  few  attempts,  so  much  tenderness  and  purulent  discharge 
followed,  that  it  was  not  considered  safe  to  interfere  further  at  present. 
Secently,  these  signs  have  ceased,  and  the  fistula  has  again  relapsed 
into  its  former  indolent  state,  contracting,  and  only  discharging  nearly 
eolorlesB  mucus.  The  patient  has  now  returned  to  her  ordinary  occu- 
pation; but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sinus  will  again  open  from 
time  to  time,  as  many  calculi  are  still  in  the  gall -bladder."  Dr.  C. 
then  refers  to  the  case  which  we  have  already  quoted  in  the  practice 
of  M.  Bobert,  to  show  that  fatal  results  may  easily  follow  the  attempt 
in  some  of  these  cases  to  dilate  a  sinus  and  extract  the  calculus. 

In  the  Gaxeite  des  EopitanXy  Paris,  March  24th,  1866,  is  a  paper 
on  the  l^eaiment  of  Biliary  Tumor^  by  M.  Luton  de  Reims,  who  is 
also  the  author  of  the  article  Biliairet  (  Voiet)  in  the  Nouv.  Diet,  de 
Med,  et  de  Chirurgie  Pratiqueiy  torn.  5th,  Paris,  1866.  In  this  he  gives 
u  analysis  of  the  case  reported  in  the  Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Anat,  1856,  where 
Leclerc  (de  Senlis)^  in  a  female  SBt.  62,  opened  a  fluctuating  tumor  in 
the  right  hypochondriac  region  by  means  of  caustic  potash,  and  from 
which  at  first  a  serous  looking  fiuid  escaped,  followed  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  biliary  calculi.  The  patient  made  a  complete  recovery.  M. 
Luton  adds  that  some  two  years  before,  Demarquay  communicated  to 
the  Sadeti  de  Chirurgie  the  particulars  of  a  case  in  which  a  man,  SBt. 
35,  had  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  right  hypochondrium  a  fistulous 
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opening  succeeding  to  an  abscess  of  the  gall-bladder,  and  throiigk 
which,  from  time  to  time,  biliary  calculi  escaped.  A  careful  examim- 
tion  showed  that  the  fistulous  passage  and  the  gall-bladder  were  filled 
with  concretions  of  the  same  nature.  With  the  forceps,  it  was  easy 
to  remove  those  which  were  of  small  sise  and  which  occupied  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  external  orifice  of  the  fistula;  but  those  of  greater  sixe 
could  not  be  removed  until  they  had  been  crushed  with  a  small  hrii- 
pierre.  The  patient  was  restored  to  perfect  health.  From  which  he 
remarks  that  lithotrity,  as  well  as  lithotomy,  may  be  applied  to  the 
treatment  of  biliary  calculi.  M.  Luton  states,  in  conclusion,  that  he 
has  seen  a  patient  who,  after  an  attack  of  jaundice,  had  a  biliary  tumor 
which  increased  rapidly.  An  opening  was  made  hy  means  of  caustic 
potash,  and  in  the  course  of  a  month,  a  few  calculi  escaped.  Four 
months  afterwards  the  fistula  was  still  open,  when  the  track  was  in- 
jected with  iodine.  Three  years  afterwards  it  was  not  closed,  and  yet 
the  patient's  health  was  good. 

It  is  well  known  that  cases  have  been  reported  of  eongenital 
absence  of  the  gall-bladder,  and  yet  no  inconvenience  seemed  to  have 
attended  such  defect.  Whether  the  cases  reported  are  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  following  statement  by  Matthew  Baillie  in  his  Morbid 
Anatomy,  London,  third  edition,  1807,  page  251,  we  do  not  pretend  to 
determine.  Under  the  head  of  The  Gall-Bladder  Wanting,  he  re- 
marks: ''The  gall-bladder  has  also  been  known  to  be  wanting,  from 
a  defect  in  the  original  formation.  (See  Dr.  Sosmmering*s  Oerm.  Trans- 
lat.,  page  150.)  It  has  never  occurred  to  me  to  see  an  example  of  this 
kind  of  monstrosity;  but  it  may  be  the  more  readily  believed  some- 
times to  happen,  as  the  gall-bladder  does  not  serve  any  necessary  pur- 
pose in  the  body.  There  are  many  classes  of  animals  which  are  natu- 
rally without  a  gall-bladder." 

According  to  Malgaigne,  {Traite  d'  AnaUnnie  ChirurgicaU  et  dt 
Chirurgii  Experimentalej  Paris,  1859,  tome  ii,  page  363),  Herlin  and 
Campaignac  have  proposed  either  the  extirpation  or  the  ligature  of  the 
gall-bladder,  both  for  the  purpose  of  removing  biliary  calculi  and  pre- 
venting their  return.  Herlin  advised  the  application  of  the  ligature  to 
the  neck;  but  Campaignac  to  the  gall-bladder  itself.  The  former  tried 
his  experiment  on  a  cat,  which  retained  its  appetite  and  all  its  func* 
.tions  unimpaired. 

According  to  Malgaigne,  Langlas  and  Duchainois  extirpated  the 
gall-bladder  in  three  dogs,  and  they  recovered.  The  well  known  fatal- 
ity of  wounds  of  the  gall-bladder  in  the  human  subject,  except  where 
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ftdiiesiona  liad  formed,  is  well  understood,  and  their  results  lead  no 
support  to  the  heroic  operation  aboye  proposed. 

M.  Luton  in  his  article  in  the  Nouv.  Diet  de  Med,  et  de  Chir.y  tome 
T,  page  98,  states  that  in  cases  of  doubtful  diagnosis  we  may  venture 
to  puncture  with  an  exploring  trocar,  even  when  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  no  adhesions  have  formed  between  the  tumor  and  the 
abdominal  parietes.  He  adds  that  this  "petite  operation"  is  devoid 
of  danger,  and  that  he  has  himself  resorted  to  it  in  one  instance  with- 
out accident.  He  has  also  seen  at  the  clinic  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  of 
Beims,  M.  Thomas,  by  this  means,  detect  the  nature  of  a  tumor  in  the 
right  hypochondrium,  which  was  formed  by  a  distended  gall-bladder, 
and  in  which  the  instrument  struck  a  biliary  calculus.  This  explor- 
ing trocar  should  not  exceed  one  millimetre  in  diameter. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  now  present  an  analysis  of  the  very  inter- 
esting case  reported  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Bobbs,  of  Indianapolis,  in  the  Trant- 
actions  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society  for  1868,  pages  68-73. 
As  will  be  seen  from  the  report,  the  Doctor,  with  all  the  counsel  called 
in,  eould  form  no  accurate  diagnosis,  nor  even  an  approach  to  it.  It 
is  stated  that  although  the  tumor  had  the  position  and  appearance  of 
ovarian,  she  was  informed  that  its  ovarian  character  was  very  doubtful ; 
but  it  is  not  even  hinted  that  it  had  any  connection  with  the  gall-blad- 
der. We  mention  this,  not  in  the  spirit  of  criticism,  but  to  show  that 
the  difficulties,  until  the  cavity  was  laid  open,  were,  in  this  respect, 
insnrmouutable.  Even  after  the  exploratory  incision  had  been  made, 
tbe  embarrassment  was  sufficiently  great  to  perplex  the  most  experi- 
enced surgeon,  and  Dr.  Bobbs  is  certainly  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
fortnnate  'termination  of  the  operation  and  the  subsequent  progress 
of  the  case.  Old  Mr.  Bromfield,  from  what  we  have  quoted  of  his 
writings,  would  certainly  have  questioned  the  propriety  of  the  heading 
given  to  Dr.  Bobbs'  report,  viz:  Lithotomy  of  the  Gall-Bladder,  and 
this,  simply  upon  the  ground  that  no  such  operation  seems  to  have 
been  contemplated  when  the  removal  of  the  tumor  was  commenced. 
Bat  as  this  may,  perhaps,  afler  all,  be  regarded  merely  as  a  matter  of 
taste,  it  can  not  detract  from  the  skill  displayed  in  the  performance  of 
this  difficult,  and  in  many  respects,  unique  operation.  With  these  few 
reflections,  we  now  copy  from  the  TS-anmctiom  in  the  Doctor's  own  lan- 
guage, the  most  important  details  of  the  case : 

"B.  W.,  aged  thirty  years,  requested  my  adyice  by  requeat  of  Dr.  Newcomer, 
for  an  enlargement  in  the  right  side.  She  is  of  spare  habit,  medium  siae,  and 
aerroos  temperameDt.    Has  asnally  enjoyed  pretty  good,  but  never  robust  health. 
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About  fonr  years  ago  she  obseryed  an  enlargement  in  the  right  iliac  region,  about 
the  size  of  a  hickorj  nut.  Its  position  she  represented  to  have  been  low  down  in 
the  iliac  region.  There  was  no  tenderness  of  the  part  Her  health  at  the  time 
was  bad,  and  continued  so  for  several  months.  She  had  neuralgia  of  the  stomach, 
and  food  and  drink  created  much  distress.  This  was  produced  bj  much  exercise 
also,  and  usually  lasted  three  or  four  hours.  The  enlargement  continued  to  in- 
crease !n  size,  and  become  tender  after  exercise,  and  ultimately  disabled  her  from 
walking,  or,  as  she  expressed  it,  'last  winter  (1867)  she  could  not  put  her  foot  to 
the  floor.'  Since  January,  1867,  the  enlargement  has  grown  faster  and  given  more 
trouble. 

"  Examination  revealed  a  tumor  just  inside  the  right  iliac  bone,  tender  to  pres- 
sure. "Its  outline  could  not  be  well  made  out,  except  on  the  right  side,  where  its 
boundary  was  pretty  distinctly  defined.  The  course  of  the  tumor  could  be  traced 
on  its  lower  border,  while  its  inner  margin,  toward  the  spine,  was  less  distinctly 
defined,  and  its  upper  limits  still  more  obscurely  marked.  It  admitted  of  a  alight 
degree  of  motion  from  side  to  side  and  upward,  but  its  movements  left  it  uncertain 
whether  the  most  prominent  portion  was  the  chief  part  of  the  enlargement^  or 
only  a  projection  from  a  deeper-seated  growth.  The  walls  of  the  abdomen  were 
tense  and  slightly  protuberant.  The  most  careful  examination,  per  vaginam  and 
otherwise,  disclosed  no  connection  with  the  uterus  or  its  appendages,  although  the 
limited  motion  in  the  parts  did  not  demonstrate  that  no  such  connection  existed. 
The  uterus  was  tender,  but  did  not  seem  to  be  enlarged,  as  if  could  not  be  felt 
above  the  pubis. 

"  So  much  obscurity  surrounded  the  case  that  I  requested  further  examination 
and  consideration  at  sonfe  subsequent  period,  before  attempting  to  diagnose  the 
character  of  the  tumor.  This  examination  was  made,  but  revealed  nothing  new. 
and  tended  to  confirm  the  opinion  partially  arrived  at  on  the  previous  occasion, 
that  the  enlargement  had  uo  connection  with  the  uterine  organs ;  but  beyond  this, 
nothing  definite  as  to  its  character  or  connections  could  be  made  out.  It  had  the 
position  and  appearance  of  ovarian  tumor,  and  the  patient  so  regarded  it,  from  the 
opinion  of  other  physicians  whom  she  had  consulted.  She  was  informed  that  its 
ovarian  character  was  very  doubtful,  and  its  true  nature  very  uncertain,  and  that 
if  it  were  the  former  I  could  give  no  assurance  that  it  could  be  successfully  re- 
moved. She,  however,  so  persisted  in  the  request  that  I  should  undertake  its 
removal,  that  I  finally  consented  to  make  the  attempt,  and  on  the  16th  of  June, 
1867,  assisted  by  Drs.  Newcomer,  Todd,  Comingor,  Mears,  Avery,  and  a  medical 
student,  proceeded  to  do  so. 

"An  exploratory  incision  was  made  between  the  umbilicus  and  pubis,  the 
patient  being  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  The  omentum  was  found  to  be 
thickened  and  adherent  to  the  walls  of  the  abdomen.  It  was  separated  by  a  fin^rer, 
as  far  as  this  could  reach,  toward  the  right  side,  along  the  whole  extent  of  the 
section — about  four  inches  in  length — in  hopes  of  reaching  some  part  where  no 
adhesion  existed.  Failing  in  this,  with  two  fingers  of  either  hand  the  omentum 
was  torn  through  over  the  tumor,  so  as  to  admit  the  finger  which  came  upon  the 
protuberant  portion  of  it.  Passing  the  finger  around  this,  some  adhesions  were 
broken  up,  and  the  tumor  traced  upward.    Other  adhesions  which  it  had  formed 
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with  the  parts  around  it,  were  also  discoyered,  and  what  seemed  to  be  a  smaller 
lobe  in  its  npper  part,  but  no  pedicle  or  attachment  could  be  felt.  Enlarging  the 
opening  through  the  omentum,  the  tumor  was  plainly  yisiblc,  but  the  orifice  would 
not  admit  of  its  exit.  The  wound  through  the  abdominal  walls  was  carried  an  inch 
aboTe  the  umbilicus  on  the  right  side,  over  the  prominent  part  of  the  enlargement, 
which  was  made  to  pass  through  it.  This  was  found  to  be  oral  in  form,  about  fire 
inches  in  length,  and  two  inches  in  diameter  at  the  widest  part,  tense,  and  eri- 
dentlj  contained  a. pellucid  fluid.  No  pedicle  could  be  made  out,  and  the  sack 
diowing  its  contents  to  be  transparent,  its  lower  margin  was  cut  through,  when  a 
perfectly  limpid  fluid  escaped,  propelling  with  considerable  force,  sereral  solid  bodies 
about  the  size  of  ordinary  rifle  bullets.  Introducing  the  finger,  other  solid  bodies 
were  felt,  but  not  in  the  main  sack.  A  number  were  hooked  out  with  the  finger, 
and  raried  in  size  from  that  of  a  mustard  seed  to  that  of  a  bullet.  One  of  the  lat- 
ter size  could  be  distinctly  felt,  but  no  communication  between  the  space  contain- 
ing this  and  the  main  sack  could  be  found,  and  it  was  not  remored,  being  situated 
at  the  extreme  end  of  the  finger.  The  sack  had  the  appearance,  externally,  of  an 
hydatid,  its  walls  were  of  the  thickness  of  ordinary  cuticle,  smooth  in  its  inner 
aspect,  and  were  whitish  and  semi-pellucid.  Pulling  it  downward,  after  being 
eracnated,  brought  into  plain  riew  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver,  to  the  lower  surface 
of  which  it  was  attached  by  a  broad  linear  base  like  the  gall-bladder.  The  finger 
introduced  into  the  sack  detected  what  seemed  to  be  smaller  sacculi,  opening  into 
the  main  one. 

"  It  had  the  appearance  of  an  enlarged  gall-bladder,  or  an  appendage  to  this, 
aMiongh  its  size,  the  clear  serous  character  of  its  contents,  and  the  thickness  and 
semi-transparency  of  its  walls,  might  justify  some  degree  of  doubt  upon  this  sub- 
ject. From  its  form,  attachments  and  solid  accretions,  one  of  which  could  be  so 
distinctly  felt  in  a  diverticulum,  but  which  I  did  not  succeed  in  removing,  seemed 
to  mark  its  identity  with  the  gall-bladder,  and  deterred  me  from  the  excision  of 
the  sack,  as  I  should  otherwise  hare  done.  I  therefore  put  a  stitch  in  the  cut  lips 
of  its  walls  and  cut  the  ends  closely.  This  step  was  suggested  by  the  apprehen^ 
sion  that  if  any  portion  of  its  solid  contents  should  hare  been  orerlooked,  their 
escape  into  the  carity  of  the  abdomen  would  be  prerented,  and  the  belief  that  the 
sack,  in  the  erent  of  its  refilling  with  fluid,  would  become  adherent  to  the  walls 
of  the  abdomen,  and  be  within  the  reach  of  a  trochar,  and  make  it  practicable  to 
obliterate  it  by  injection,  if  it  became  necessary. 

*'It  w^oiild  hare  been  gratifying  to  hare  determined  the  condition  and  relation 
of  the  parts  more  satisfactorily,  but  the  adhesions  existing,  as  the  result  of  past 
peritoneal  inflammation,  rendered  this  impracticable,  without  increased  hazard  to 
tiie  patient. 

^  The  wound  was  closed  by  sutures  and  adhesire  plaster,  no  ressel  requiring 

to  be  ligated,  and  thirty  drops  of  laudanum  giren  after  the  patient  was  placed  in  bed. 

"  From  the  22d,  her  recorery  was  progressire  and  requires  no  special  remark.    In 

about  two  weeks  she  was  permitted  to  sit  up,  and  in  three  weeks  to  more  about 

her  room,  and  in  four  to  ride  out. 

**  Careful  examination  of  the  solid  concretions  remored,  leares  no  doubt  of 
tlieir  being  biliary  calculi.    They  are  irregularly  spherical  in  shape,  smooth  on  the 
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surface,  which  is  of  a  maho^ny  color,  and  polished.  The  interior  is  of  a  whitish 
yellow,  striated  and  poroas.  They  are  of  light  specific  gtayity,  and  numbered 
some  forty  or  fifty,  the  minority  being  of  the  size  of  small  shot.  When  access  to 
the  enlargement  was  reached,  the  surrounding  parts  were  so  agglutinated  by  old 
adhesions  as  to  prevent  a  satisfactory  inspection  of  its  deeper  portion.  After  the 
sack  was  opened,  more  simce  was  obtained,  and  its  attachment  to  the  under  sur- 
face of  the  liver  could  be  both  seen  and  felt,  and  had  the  appearance  of  an  hyper- 
trophied  gall-bladder.  Its  lower  extremity  projected  about  five  inches  from  the 
free  margin  of  the  liver.  The  cystic  duct  was  probably  obliterated  from  irritation 
produced  by  these  concretions,  and  the  one  felt  at  the  extremity  of  the  finger  was 
probably  lodged  in  one  of  the  biliary  ducts. 

"  Various  authors  have  reported  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the  gall-bladder,  but 
I  believe  they  have  usually  found  traces  of  healthy  or  vitiated  biliary  matter  in  ths 
fluids  contained  in  the  cysts.  In  this  instance,  the  fluid  was  perfectly  pellucid  and 
watery,  the  solid  and  coloring  matter  having  either  been  appropriated  by  the  con- 
cretions, or  had  become  absorbed  or  diffused." 

Dr.  Bobbs'  case  is  not  the  only  one  in  which  the  fluid  found  in  the 
cyst  has  been  "pellucid  and  watery."  Thus,  M.  Luton  in  his  article 
on  Biliaires  (Foics)  in  the  Nouveau  Dictionnaire  de  Medecine  et  de 
Chirurgie^  pages  100-1,  quotes  the  cases  reported  by  Sonnie-Moret 
in  the  Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Anat;  by  Barth  and  by  Bourdon,  in,  the  same 
journal,  1840.  The  same  Bulletin,  &c.,  for  1847)  contains  also  similar 
cases  reported  by  Deville,  and  Laoaze-Duthiers.  We  have  found  ser- 
eral  cases  reported  in  which  a  biliary  flstula  was  not  productive  of  the 
serious  consequences  referred  to  by  Dr.  Richardson,  when  he  opposed 
the  operation  approved  by  Dr,  Thudicum  in  the  discussion  already  no- 
ticed, and  yet,  after  examining  all  that  we  have  been  able  to  find  upon 
the  subject,  were  we  required  to  decide  in  reference  to  the  propriety 
of  the  so-called  lithotomy  of  the  gall-bladder,  we  should  unhesitat- 
ingly follow  the  suggestions  of  Boyer  and  Durand,  viz:  wait  until 
the  unmistakable  evidences  presented  of  adhesions  between  the  tumor 
and  the  abdominal  walls,  indeed,  until  it  assumed  the  appearance  of 
an  abscesE  about  to  open  spontaneously,  when  the  operation  is  sure  to 
be  one  of  the  greatest  simplicity,  (de  la  demiere  Bimpliciti,)  There  is 
nothing  in  the  special  treatises  of  Bonnet,  Budd,  Frerich,  or  Thudi- 
cum, which  could  have  enabled  us,  in  a  case  like  that  reported  by  Dr. 
Bobbs,  to  have  formed  a  positive  diagnosis  as  to  the  real  character 
of  the  tumor;  and  as  the  same  doubt  must  exist  in  many  of  the  cases 
which  present  themselves,  we  should  feel  disposed  to  restrict  the  ope- 
ration to  the  cases  in  which  adhesions  have  formed. 
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TxwiaUMd  from  an  article  by  Pr.  Wbaxt,  in  the  ninety-ninth  Tolnme  of  the  Proffm-  Vi«rU^0kn* 

BY   SAMUEL   NICKLES,   M.  D., 
Demonstiator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 


The  researches  of  Dr.  Cohnheim  (  Virch,  Arch.,  xl,  page  1)  on  in- 
jiaxnmation  and  suppuration,  have  been  attended  with  new  and  highly 
interesting  results.  He  commenced  his  inquiries  with  the  study  of 
keratitis,  which  he  produced  artificially  in  frogs  and  rabbits,  either  by 
brushing  the  cornea  with  tincture  of  cantharides,  or  by  cauterizing  it 
with  a  stick  of  nitrate  of  silver,  or  by  drawing  a  piece  of  thread  trans- 
Tersely  across  the  globe  or  the  cornea.  By  all  these  methods,  he 
obtained  corresponding  results,  which  differ,  however,  from  the  views 
generally  received;  for  it  has  been  held,  since  the  investigations  of 
His  and  Strube,  that  tbe  changes  taking  place  in  inflammation  of  the 
eomea  are  confined  to  the  stellate  corpuscles  of  this  structure,  which 
become  enlarged,  and  partly  by  direct  division,  partly  by  endogenous 
development,  produce  pus  corpuscles.  C,  it  is  true,  confirms  the 
opinion  that  the  dimness  of  the  cornea  depends  on  the  presence  of 
elements  resembling  lymph  corpuscles — i.  e.,  pus  corpuscles — and  its 
degree  upon  their  number,  but  he  became  convinced  that  the  stellate 
eorpuscles  of  the  cornea  are  present,  besides  the  pus  corpuscles,  in 
the  same  regular  distribution  and  without  any  material  deviation  with 
regard  to  form  and  dbportment,  as  in  the  normal  transparent  cornea. 
The  stellate  corpuscles  do  indeed  exhibit,  as  long  as  tbe  tissue  has  not 
perished,  all  the  manifold  forms  which  living  pus  corpuscles  assume 
by  virtue  of  their  contractility ;  but  the  pus  corpuscles,  in  consequence 
of  their  more  considerable  size,  duller  lustre  and  characteristic  pro- 
longations (offshoots),  are  easily  distinguished  from  the  latter.  More- 
over, the  stellate  corpi&cles  of  the  cornea  retain  their  normal  distri- 
bution, while,  on  the  contrary,  the  arrangement  of  the  pus  cells  is 
quite  irregular,  since  many  of  them  lie  on  the  same  plane  with  the 
former  and  may  be  seen  scattered  among  them  at  the  same  focal  dis- 
tance, while  others  occupy  the  interspaces  between  the  successive  par« 
ellel  layers  of  the  corneal  corpuscles,  occasionally  lying  immediately 
over  and  partly  concealing  some  of  them.  Sometimes  they  are  found 
isolated,  dispersed  here  and  there  in  the  tissue,  or  they  arc  ooUeoted 
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in  larger  or  smaller  groups ;  but,  as  ReckliDghausen  has  alre^ j  shown 
of  the  lymph  corpuscles  of  the  normal  cornea,  all  wander  or  change 
their  place  by  virtue  of  their  contractility.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours  one  may  see  a  pus  corpuscle  gradually  move  onward,  mount 
a  stellate  corpuscle,  or  recede  from  it;  further,  one  may  observe  a  small 
group  disperse,  so  that  a  previously-concealed  corneal  corpuscle  comes 
into  full  view ;  and  again,  a  number  of  isolated  pus  cells  are  seen  suc- 
cessively to  unite  to  form  a  group,  so  as  completely  to  hide  from  view 
a  stellate  element. 

Although  our  author  has  become  convinced  that  the  corneal  corpw- 
eles  with  their  protrusioTit  are  preserved  in  their  normal  distribution, 
however  great  the  number  of  pus  corpuscles  at  any  one  place  may  fte, 
yet  he  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  they  are  not  sympathetic- 
ally affected  by  the  inflammatory  process.  Of  course,  this  participa- 
tion is  only  of  a  passive  subordinate  kind,  limited,  in  very  advanced 
keratitis,  and  particularly  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  highly  in- 
flamed spot,  to  the  assumption,  on  the  part  of  the  stellate  corpuscles, 
of  a  very  granular  aspect,  retraction  of  their  protrusions,  and  some- 
times of  the  appearance  of  vacuoles  in  their  protoplasma. 

In  the  inquiry  as  to  the  origin  of  pus  cells,  it  was  now  possible,  in 
conformity  with  the  observations  described,  possitively  to  exclude  the 
stellate  corpuscles  of  the  cornea,  and  to  take  into  consideration  bat 
two  possible  sources.  Either  the  pus  corpuscles  had  their  origin  in 
the  pre-existing  migratory  lymph  corpuscles,  or  they  did  not  originate 
in  the  cornea  at  all,  but  had  an  external  source.  As  to  the  first  source, 
it  may  be  objected,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  number  and  distribution 
of  the  wandering  lymph  corpuscles  in  the  normal  cornea  vary  so  muck 
that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  account  for  the  constant  and  homogeneous 
course  of  inflammation  by  their  increase,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
nobody  has  really  observed  the  process  of  cell -formation  and  cell-mul- 
tiplication in  lymph  and  pus  corpuscles.  The  second  possible  source 
alone  need,  therefore,  be  considered,  especially  as  the  results  of  a  sys- 
tematic series  of  experiments  on  the  course*  of  traumatic  keratitis 
point  in  this  direction.  C,  namely,  has  come  to  the  conolusion  that 
simple  traumatic  keratitis — t.  e.,  the  cloudiness  produced  thereby, 
always  commences  at  the  margin  of  the  cornea  and  then  gradually 
approaches  the  center.  This  observation  rendered  it  improbable  that 
the  corpuscles,  perchance  immigrating  into  the  cornea,  could  come 
from  any  other  source  than  its  outer  periphery;  nevertheless,  C.  sub- 
mitted the  possibility  of  an  anterior  or  posterior  entrance  to  an  expe* 
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rimental  inTestigation,  adopting  the  method  parsned  by  Beckling- 
baasen  for  a  similar  purpose.  Anilin  blue,  namely,  was  applied  in 
one  instance  to  the  conjunctiyal  sac,  which  was  then  closed  by  suture ; 
in  another  experiment  it  was  injected,  by  means  of  a  Pra vat's  syringe, 
into  the  anterior  chamber;  but  in  neither  experiment  were  corneal 
corpuscles  with  blue  granules  observed. 

A  third  possible  source,  the  entrance  of  the  pus  corpuscles  from 
the  sclerotica  could  forthwith  be  excluded,  as  the  sclerotica  of  the 
irog  consists  of  cartilage  in  which  pus  cells  are  never  observed,  neither 
ia  its  normal  nor  pathological  state.  Under  these  circumstances,  there 
were  but  two  ways  left  by  which  the  pus  corpuscles  might  have  ad- 
Taneed  to  the  cornea,  namely,  the  lymphatics  and  the  blood  vessels. 

C.  now  injected  anilin  blue  into  a  lymphatic  vessel  of  a  frog  and 
observed  in  an  artificial  keratitis  subsequently  produced,  that  a  part 
of  the  pus  cells  always  contained  granules  of  coloring  matter,  whilst 
the  tissues  of  an  animal  treated  in  the  same  manner,  and  especially 
the  cornea,  presented  no  granules  of  coloring  matter,  either  free  or 
within  the  cells.  But  the  circumstance  that  it  made  no  difference  as 
to  the  result,  whether  the  anilin  blue  was  injected  into  a  lymphatic 
ressel  of  the  head,  back,  lower  limb,  or  abdomen,  as  long  as  the  amount 
of  fluid  injected  was  considerable,  rendered  the  direct  transition  of 
pas  corpuscle6  from  the  lymphatics  to  the  tissue  of  the  cornea  less 
probable,  and  suggested  the  idea  that  the  blood  vessels  are  the  me- 
dium of  their  passage,  particularly  as  Recklinghausen  had  already 
shown  that  corpuscular  elements  introduced  into  the  lymphatics  of 
the  firog  very  readily  enter  into  the  blood  vessels.  Indeed,  on  the  same 
day  after  injecting  anilin  blue  into  a  lymphatic  vessel,  and  still  more 
OQ  the  following  day,  C.  found  blue  granules  in  the  blood,  most  of 
them  situated  within  the  colorless  blood  corpuscles.  The  direct  injec- 
tion of  the  coloring  matter  into  the  blood  was  now  to  decide  whether 
the  appearance  of  pus  corpuscles  with  colored  granules  in  the  inflamed 
cornea  was  independent  of  the  presence  of  colored  granules  in  the 
white  blood  corpuscles,  or  connected  to  the  latter  as  an  intermediate 
step.  The  result  of  this  experiment  corresponds  fully  with  that  of 
the  injection  into  the  lymphatic  vessels;  in  a  short  time  a  number  of 
colorless  blood  corpuscles  admitted  colored  granules  into  their  interior; 
tad  whilst  one  never,  even  w^ks  after  these  injections,  if  they  are 
earefally  oonducted,  meets  with  colorless  granules  in  the  tissues,  either 
free  or  in  the  interior  of  cells,  in  keratitis,  on  the  contrary,  no  matter 
how  produced,  there  immediately  appears  a  more  or  less  large  number 
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of  pUB  corpuscles,  which  are  distingtiisliable  by  colored  granttlos. 
FrotQ  this  it  may  be  concluded  that  some  pus  corpusclet  in  the  inflamed 
cornea  were  formerly  colorless  blood  eorpii6cles  and  that  they  have  forced 
their  tcay  into  the  cornea  from  the  blood  vestels.  As  to  the  modes  in 
which  the  pus  corpuscles  move  onward  in  the  cornea,  G.  considers  the 
doctrine  of  Recklinghausen^  of  nutrient  canals  in  the  connective  tis* 
tues,  as  that  b^st  founded. 

The  investigation  having  arrived  at  this  point,  fbrther  researshes 
could  not  be  pursued  in  a  tissue  having  no  vessels  like  the  cornea; 
hence  the  field  of  observation  had  to  be  a  vascular  structure  and  there- 
fore C.  transferred  it  to  the  mesentery  of  frogs,  firmly  fixed,  and  made 
motionless  with  curare  poison ;  but  he  also  obtained  the  same  results  in 
subsequent  experiments  on  rabbits  and  kittens.  An  inflammation  is  eas- 
ily produced  in  the  serous  membrane  by  brushing  with  tincture  canthari- 
des,  or  by  applying  nitrate  of  silver;  indeed,  exposure  of  the  intestine 
with  the  mesentery  to  the  atmosphere,  suffices  for  this  purpose.  Hy- 
peremia is  pretty  rapidly  developed,  and  in  the  course  of  several  hours, 
a  light  cloudiness  appears  which  gradually  becomes  dimmer  and  denser, 
so  that  the  individual  vessels  become  very  indistinct.  Finally,  after 
fifteen,  eighteen,  or  not  until  twenty-four  hours,  or  even  thirty-six 
hours,  the  intestine  is  wholly  incrusted  with  a  thin,  soft,  pale-grey,  or 
greyish-yellow,  somewhat  adhesive  layer  which  can  be  removed  in 
smaller  or  larger  shreds,  and  which  consists  entirely  of  closely  crowded 
contractile  pus  corpuscles  and  isolated  red  blood  corpuscles,  all  imbed* 
ded  in  an  amorphous  fkintly  granular  material,  which  may  be  com* 
pletely  cleared  with  acetic  acid.  In  short,  peritonitis  with  fibrino* 
purulent  exudation,  hai  been  developed.  Before  passing  to  the  micro* 
scopical  analysis  of  the  details  of  the  process,  it  would  seem  necessary 
to  determine  the  normal  conditions  of  the  circulation.  Respecting 
the  current  of  the  blood  in  the  arteries,  it  is  characterized  by  four 
peculiarities.  Fir$t — By  its  direction,  which,  in  the  mesentery,  is 
from  the  fixed  point  to  the  intestine.  Secondly — By  its  extreme  rapid* 
ity,  which  renders  it  impossible  to  distinguish  a  single  corpuscle  in  the 
current  of  blood.  Thirdly — By  the  presence  of  an  axial  current  car- 
rying all  the  red  blood  corpuscles,  while  the  colorless  plasma  near  the 
walls  of  the  vessels  here  and  there  contains  a  white  corpuscle.  Finally 
<— By  the  rythmical  acceleration  and  Vetardation  of  the  current  of 
blood.  In  the  veins,  the  direction  of  the  circulation  is  the  opposite 
of  that  of  the  arteries;  the  rapidity  of  the  current  is  considerably 
less,  hence,  one  is  able  fluntly  to  distinguish  the  outlines  of  some  of  the 
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eorpusoles;  tlie  Btratum  of  plasma  is  narrow,  and  carries  isolated  col* 
orless  blood  corpuscles  in  regular  order,  which  slowly  move  onward, 
snd  occasionally  stand  still.  Finally,  the  current  is  uniform  and  con* 
tioaous.  The  circulation  of  the  capillaries  differs  from  both  the  arte-* 
rial  and  yenous.  According  to  their  capacity  they  permit  two  red 
blood  corpuscles,  or  a  red  and  a  white  one,  to  pass  side  by  side,  or 
admit  but  a  single  one,  and  they  do  not  present  a  special  axial  stream. 
The  current,  as  a  general  rule,  is  directed  from  the  arteries  to  the  veins, 
but  frequently  stagnates  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  in  some  branch 
or  other,  and  noay  turn  back  at  some  points.  The  rapidity  is,  therefore, 
unequal,  and  always  so  inconsiderable  that  the  individual  corpuscles 
can  easily  be  distinguished;  besides,  the  colorless  corpuscles  always 
tdvanee  more  slowly  than  the  colored  ones.  In  the  capillaries,  as  is 
▼ell  known,  there  are  no  intimations  whatever  of  pulsation.  During 
the  development  of  inflammation,  the  individual  stages  of  the  process 
exhibit  a  very  changable  duration,  always,  however,  succeeding  each 
other  in  a  definite  order  in  which  they  will  be  considered  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages.  First  of  all,  a  dilatation  of  the  arteries  takes  place  with- 
out previous  contraction.  This  constantly  increases  with,  at  furthest, 
bat  slight  and  short  intermissions  and  remissions,  and  has  generally 
arrived  at  its  acme  in  one  or  two  hours,  at  which  it  remains  during  the 
nicceeding  stages  of  the  process.  The  extent  of  the  dilatation  may 
exceed  two^fold  the  original  diameter.  At  the  same  time  the  vessels 
become  elongated,  which  is  exhibited  ih  pretty  well  marked  sinuosities. 
Dilatation  of  the  arteries  is  succeeded  by  a  like  condition  in  the  veins, 
in  which,  though  supervening  much  more  slowly,  it  yet  reaches  and 
CTon  exceeds  double  the  amount  of  the  original  diameter.  In  these 
Teasels,  however,  meanderings  and  sinuosities,  as  well  as  partial  con- 
tractions and  dilatations,  are  absent. 

The  dilatation  of  the  vessels  having  continued  one  or  two  hours,  a 
dimnuHon  of  the  rapidity  of  the  current  takes  place  without  excep* 
tion;  the  circumference  of  the  individual  corpuscles  may  now  be  read- 
ily distinguished ;  and  the  pulsation  of  the  arteries  becomes  very  evi« 
dent;  but  the  current  has  lost  its  axial  character,  and  the  arteries  show 
luimistakably  that  the  colorless  corpuscles  tend  to  the  walls  of  the  ves- 
ael.  The  deportment  of  the  peripheral  zone  of  the  current  of  blood 
in  the  veins  now  becomes  highly  interesting,  since  here  and  under  the 
eyes  of  the  observer  the  original  stratum  of  ploMna  hecome$  filled  ioith 
^anherlcMB  eolorlets  blood  corpvtclet  which,  finally,  adhere  to  the  peri- 
phery of  the  vessel  in  a  single  wall-like  layer  within  which  the  red 
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blood  column  floats  onward  with  uniform  rapidity.     This  conditioii 
does  not  continue  long,  however,  before  the  eye  of  the  observer  is  cap- 
tivated by  an  unexpected  event.     On  the  external  surface  of  the  venous 
wall,  there  appear  small  bud-like  isolated  elevations,  which  slowly  and 
gradually  enlarge.     After  a  while,  there  seems  to  rest  on  the  exterior 
of  the  vessel,  a  hemisphere,  about  half  the  size  of  a  white  blood  cor- 
puscle which  gradually  assumes  a  pyriform  shape,  and,  finally,  pro* 
trudes  from  its  periphery  very  delicate  offshoots  and  processes  whioii 
impart  to  the  previously  rounded  contour  a  variety  of  forms      The 
principal  mass  of  this  small  body,  the  swollen  indented  end,  recedes 
more  and  more  from  the  surface  of  the  vessel,  whilst  the  narrow  ex- 
tremity elongates  to  a  very  fine  pedicle.     But  ultimately,  this  pedicle 
separates  from  the  wall  of  the  vessel  and  we  now  observe  a  colorless, 
somewhat  brilliant  contractile  corpuscle,  with  some  short  and  a  very 
long  offshoot;  this  fully  coincides  in  size,  as  well  as  in  the  possession 
of  one  or  more  nuclei,  with  the  colorless  eletnents  of  the  blood.     This 
process  is  repeated  at  many  other  points  of  the  wall  of  the  vessel,  so 
that  one  may  observe  simultaneously  all  the  stages  which  were  sucees- 
sively  displayed  in  the  individual  corpuscle.     Within  three  or  four 
hours  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  elevation  on  the  external  sur- 
face of  the  vein,  this  latter  is  encircled  by  a  simple,  but  dense  layer 
of  such  corpuscles,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  more  hours,  an  im- 
mense swarm  of  them  encloses  the  vessel.     Moreover,  the  corpuscles 
situated  in  the  outermost  rows  present  shorter  and  shorter  protrusions, 
so  that,  finally,  nothing  else  is  seen  than  the  ever  changing  forma  of 
contractile  blood  or  pus  corpuscles.    During  this  gradual  and  gradually 
increasing  poMage  of  colorleu  hlood  corputeles  from  the  interior  of  the 
vein  through  its  unbroken  wall,  the  previously  perfect  condition  of  the 
blood-current  remains  unaltered ;  as  before,  the  inner  peripheral  stratam 
presents  a  simple,  uninterrupted  layer  of  white  blood  corpuscles,  witihin 
which  the  red  blood  discs  glide  onward  in  a  continuous  current.     It  is 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  not  a  single  red  blood  cor* 
puscle  is  seen  among  the  colorless  corpuscles  which  have  passed  through 
the  walls  of  the  vessel.     In  order  to  avoid  deception,  C.  also  observed 
the  whole  process  in  other  animals  in  which  some  of  the  white  blood 
corpuscles  had  been  impregnated  with  coloring  matter  by  means  of 
the  proceeding  already  detailed,  and  found  the  correctness  of  his  ob* 
servations  most  clearly  confirmed. 

About  the  same  time,  when  the  arteries,  and  subsequently  the  veiaSy. 
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80  mvtch  dilated,  the  capillaries  aleo  increaae  in  Yolume;  but 
their  aqgmentataoB  is  only  one^siztb,  or  at  most,  one-fourth  of  their 
tiuneter.  Their  eurrent  of  blood  exhibits,  in  regard  to  direction, 
iipiditj  and  unif^rmiiy,  the  same  Tariations  as  in  the  normal  state, 
la  lome  of  the  capiDaries,  the  blood  corpuscles  moTC  onward  with 
•ttltersd  nf idiij.)  And  uniformlj  in  the  same  direciioo,  and  with  the 
mie  r^alari^ ;  in  others,  on  the  contrary,  their  moyement  is  gradu- 
illy  msie  and  more  retarded,  and,  finally,  ceases  entirely  for  hours,  so 
duU  the  e^llaij  seems  to  be  crammed  for  longer  or  shorter  distances 
fifth  anmoTed  red  aad  white  blood  corpuscles.  Lastly,  one  may  ob- 
nnre,  particularly  in  the  more  capacious  capillaries,  a  resting,  and  a 
■OTiDg  Btratum,  and  the  first  may  4>ccupy  the  whole  of  the  periphery, 
tr  obIj  one-half  #f  the  caliber  with  the  corresponding  half  of  the  per- 
iphoy.  If  oreover,  we  would  specially  note  that  the  quiescent  stratum 
4mb  not  on]j  contain  colorless  corpuscles,  but  also  red  ones. 

Coiresponding  fully  with  these  inequalities,  the  subsequent  erents 
tike  place  in  Farious  ways.  In  those  capillaries  whose  blood-stream 
gott  on  continuously  and  with  the  same  uniform  rapidity,  no  kind  of 
chttge  n^ireses.  But  wherever,  on  the  contrary,  partial  or  com- 
plete stagnation  has  become  established,  there  a  new  state  of  things 
^giofl  to  be  developed  in  a  short  time.  The  first  thing  observed  at 
neh  places^  is  an  alteration  of  form  of  the  spherical  colorless  blood 
MtpBsele,  taking  place  more  or  less  rapidly  and  completely,  but  always 
tihibitiag  the  well  known  amoboid  movements.  Soon  afterwards,  a 
M-iike  elevation,  or  a  spinous  protrusion,  is  observed  on  the  external 
iv&oe  of  the  capillary  wall  at  a  point  corresponding  to  the  situation 
^  a  white  corpusele  on  its  inner  surface.  This  offshoot  gradually  in- 
CNuei  ia  stae,  and  is,  finally,  changed,  just  as  was  obsenwd  with  the 
viim,  into  a  colorless  corpuscle  which  is  now  conaected  with  the  cap- 
iiuy  wall  only  by  a  much  elongated  pedicle  which  is  subsequently 
^^■pletely  detached.  Durbg  this  often  very  protracted  process,  a 
<te  of  things  is  frequently  seen  which  is  not  obtained  in  the  profile 
^  of  the  large  veins  on  account  of  the  relative  thickness  of  th^ir 
viUi,  aad  which  must  banish  every  doubt  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
^  process — namely,  a  corpuscle  aitnated  partly  within  and  partly 
vi^at  the  capillary  wall.  But  in  the  capillaries,  not  only  the  color- 
k«  blood  corpuscles,  as  is  the  case  with  the  veins,  but  also  the  red 
Aei|NUi  through  the  wall  to  the  eaUerxor.  Views  are  now  j>resented  to 
^eje  like  those  described  hj  Strieker  as  existing  in  the  amputated 
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tails  of  tadpoles,  namely,  red  blood  oorpfMcles  are  seen,  one^halT  of 
whose  bulk  has  already  peaetrated  through  the  wall  of  the  ireaMir 
while  the  part  ooatainiag  the  nueleus  is  still  within  the  oapillary,  and 
oonnected  with  the  external  portion  by  a  narrow  neek  whioh  is  enoir* 
cled  by  the  eapillary  wall.  Generally  the  inner  half  follows  the  enter 
portion  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  hours ;  but  if  the  current  of  blood  is 
reestablished  during  the  process,  the  red  blood  corpuscles  rolling  by 
communicate  an  osmllatory  motion  to  the  inner  half  which  may,  eTen^ 
with  a  gradual  return  of  the  ourrent,  be  separated  and  floated  away 
from  the  external  portion  which  preserves  the  most  undisturbed  rest. 
Thus  it  happens  that  twelre,  eighteen,  twenty-four  hours  after  es^ 
posure  of  the  mesentery,  a  large  number  of  capillaries  are  enoircled 
by  dense  rings  of  corpuscular  elements,  consisting  mostly  of  colorless 
contractile  Uood  corpusles,  and  measurably  of  red  Mood  corpueeles, 
the  latter  presenting  ordinary,  uninjured,  nucleated  blood  disoe,  and 
smaller  shpericiU  or  elliptical,  apparently  homogeneous  bodies  without 
a  nucleus,  the  remains  undoubtedly  of  the  red  blood  corpuscles  mutil* 
a  ted  in  the  manner  described. 

C.  now  discusses  the  question,  how  it  happent  iluU  tke^cohrku  Mood 
c<npti9cle$  accumulate  in  ike  marginal  layer  of  the  veinty  and  ealls  at* 
tention  to  their  morements  in  the  liquor  sanguinis  under  normal  eom-^ 
ditions,  in  explaining  which,  he  adopts  the  views  of  Donders.  Accord- 
ing to  this  opinion,  as  the  rapidity  of  the  current  increases  towaids 
the  axis  of  the  vessel,  that  half  of  the  spherical  colorless  blood  cor- 
puscles which  is  nearest  the  axis  is  impelled  by  a  more  rapid  current 
than  that  half  which  is  turned  away  Arom  it.  The  corpuscle,  is  there- 
fore, not  only  urged  on  in  the  direction  of  the  current,  but  also  turned 
round  ite  own  axis,  and  under  this  combined  influence,  it  is  at  last 
.  forced  towards  the  periphery  of  the  vessel.  On  the  contrary,  the  flat- 
tened form  of  the  red  blood  corpuscles  whose  long  diameter  advances 
parallel  with  the  axis  of  the  vessel,  permits  but  a  small  portion  of 
their  border  to  be  infiringed  upon  by  the  current,  and  hence  rotation 
does  not  occur.  If  now  the  rapidity  of  the  current  is  diminished  in 
consequence  of  dilatation  of  the  vessel,  thb  change  mtust  be  most  ap- 
parent in  the  peripheral  stratum  where  the  current  is  slowest  in  the 
normal  state;  and  hence  the  colorless  corpuscles  which  were  before 
impelled  in  short  and  protracted  movements,  may  now  become  wholly 
quiescent.  But  as  every  fresh  quantity  of  blood  conveys  more  white 
corpuscles,  these  must  ultimately  flll  the  whole  domain  of  the  pe- 
lipheral  part  of  the  dilated  veina. 
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C.  endeaYOTB,  ftnrtker,  to  answer  Ihe  question,  Bg  what  mode  amd 
h^  what  power  ike  blood  eorptucki  fom  through  the  walU  of  the  V9meli 
into  the  mrrounding  fiMuesf    Bespeeting  the  int  pert  of  this  questioD, 
one  is  forced  a  priori  to  the  admission  that  the  blood  discs  adyanee 
only  by  pre-formed  ways  penetrating  through  oanal-like  spaoes  in  the 
walls  of  the  yeaeel,  as  it  ia  not  possible  du4  they  can  perforate  a  solid 
anbroken  wall.     As  the  principal  part  of  the  walls  of  the  vessels  con- 
rials  of  connectiTe  tissne,  and  the  possibility  of  moyement  of  the  lymph 
eorpnscles  in  this  tissue  has  been  sufieiently  established,  there  remaina- 
only  tiie  simple  epithelial  layer  of  the  inner  coat,  of  which  kind  of 
Btmctare  the  capillary  wall  also  eonsists,  according  to  the  researches 
of  ihe  last  few  years.    Now  C.  beiieyes  that  he  has  demonstrated  open- 
ings (ttomata)  between  the  indiyidual  epithelial  plates,  by  means  of 
iajeetions  of  silyer,  and  therefore  considers  the  existemie  of  canal- 
like  spaces  in  the  wall  of  the  yessel  more  than  hypothetical,  and  does 
not  doubt,  eyery  dilatation  of  the  yessel  increasing  their  siie,  that  they 
msy  come  into  play  in  the  simple  process  of  exudation. 

In  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  it  is  necessary  to 
obserre  that  the  white  corpuscles,  as  long  as  they  adyanee  in  an  unin- 
tempted  stream,  preserve  the  spherical  form,  the  state  of  their  great- 
Mi  eontraetion;  that,  on  the  contrary,  ai  soon  as  they  rest  for  any 
lengtli  of  time,  amoeboid  movements  rapidly  become  manifest.     When, 
Iberefore,  under  the  pathological  conditions  above  considered,  the  col- 
orless corpuscles  stagnate  in  the  peripheral  stratum  of  the  veins,  it  is 
ta  easy  matter  to  see  that  the  ultimate  eifect  of  the  amoDboid  movements 
wUeh  now  supervene,  must  be  a  peneteution  into  the  wall  of  the  ves- 
sel, as  they  can  extend  the  protrusions  now  formed  only  against  those 
points  which  offer  the  least  or  no  resistance,  and  these  are  the  slomata 
tnd  canals  of  the  connective  tissue.    The  red  blood  corpuscles,  as  is 
veil  known,  do  not  possess  the  power  of  contraction  so  as  spontane- 
osflly  to  alter  their  form,  and  all  their  movements  must  be  attributed 
to  impulses  exerted  upon  them  flrom  without.    There  remains,  there- 
fore, nothing  to  explain  their  exit  Arom  the  capillaries,  but  the  in- 
ereased  pressure  of  the  blood,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  simnlta- 
aeons  diminution  of  the  resistance  of  Ike  arteries  with  their  dilatation, 
must  supervene  in  the  eapillaries  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the  arteries. 
Whether  the  augmented  pressure  of  the  blood  can  become  euftoientto 
force  the  red  blood  corpuscles  through  the  somewhat  distended,  but 
sdierwise  unprepared  wall  of  the  vessel  remains  undecided;  experi- 
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enee,  however,  teaches  that  red  blood  corpuBcles  are  never  seen  to  force 
their  way  through  the  wall  of  the  veaeel,  unlets  white  *ones  have  passed 
through  before,  and  have  thus  caused  a  certain  dilatation  of  the  stO' 
mata. 

While  the  described  processes  have  taken  place  in  the  vessels,  the 
remaining  tissue  of  the  mesenterj  has  been  in  no  way  altered;  the 
ba$i$-4ubitance  of  the  connective  tieeue  i$  jtut  om  train»partnt  as  before^ 
the  nuclei,  the  epithelial,  cm  teell  a»  tho$e  of  the  connectitfe  tisiue,  are  eeen 
.in  the  tame  form  and  at  the  tame  place,  with  nndiminithed  dietinctneUy 
provided  that  they  are  not  concealed  by  exuded  blood  corpuscles. 
While  most  of  the  exuded  red  blood  corpuscles  remain  in  the  imme* 
diate  neighborhood  of  their  capillaries,  the  white  ones  recede  further 
and  further  from  the  vessels,  to  make  room  for  other  emigrants,  and 
gradually,  thickly  crowded,  break  through  the  tissue,  and  arrive, 
finally,  by  ifay  of  the  ^'stomata,"  shown  to  exist  between  the  epithe- 
lial scales  by  Recklinghausen,  Oedmanson,  and  others,  on  the  surface 
of  the  serous  membrane,  where  they  take  part,  with  the  plasma 
exuded  at  the  same  time,  in  the  formation  of  the  fibrino-cellular  layer 
characteristic  of  peritonitis.  After  carefully  separating  this  latter, 
the  epithelium  may  very  often  be  brought  to  view  again,  a  proof  that 
the  latter  aho  takes  no  part  in  the  cell-formation  of  inflammation,  but 
only  perishes,  if  at  all,  when  cast  off. 

In  the  microscopic  examination  of  spontaneous  fibrino-purulent  pleu- 
ritis  and  peritonitis,  C.  observed  the  same  conditions,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  laws  found  to  obtain  in  serous  membranes  are  gener- 
ally valid  for  all  acute  inflammations.  The  new  formation  of  the 
^*pus  cells,"  which  was  formerly  attributed  to  the  inflamed  Ussue  itself, 
must  now  be  wholly  transposed  to  those  organs  of  which  we  know  by 
sure  physiological  experiments  that  colorless  blood  corpuscles  are  pro- 
duced in  them,  name^f,  the  lyphaiic  ganglion*  and  the  wpleen;  and,  in- 
deed, during  the  inflammatory  process,  these  organs  are  found  to  be  in 
a  state  of  marked  hyperplasia.  Moreover,  without  vessels  there  is  no 
inflammation )  dilatation^  injection,  and  hyperemia  neceuarily  form  it* 
firttpart;  in  vascular  parts  the  vessels  normally  appertaining  to  them 
are  implicated ;  in  non-vascular  ones,  the  neighboring  vessels,  which 
being  the  medium  of  their  nutrition  under  normal  circumstances,  also 
constitute  the  point  of  origin  of  their  inflammatory  changes.  The 
presence  of  vacant  spaces  permitting  the  passage  of  the  colorless  blood 
corpuscles,  has  proved  to  be  the  second  condition.    Such  canal-like 
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dilatable  spaces  are  present  in  the  oonneotive  tissue,  and  this  is  the 
reason  why  the  suppurative  process  is  still  united  to  the  connective 
tissue,  why  suppuration  in  the  compound  organs  runs  its  course  in  the 
interstitial  substance.  In  cartilage,  which  belongs  to  the  series  of 
connective  tissues,  but  in  which  canal-like  hollow  spaces  are  wanting, 
nobody  has,  as  yet,  observed  real  suppuration.  The  daily  observation 
that  an  inflammation  may  retrograde  without  any  injury  to  the  integ- 
rity  of  the  affected  part,  is  now  construed  without  difficulty,  by  the 
explanation  that  just  as  the  exuded  plasma  may  be  absorbed,  so  also 
the  lymph  corpuscles  which  have  wandered  out  of  the  vessels  to  a  new 
position,  may  leave  this  and  be  "discussed"  in  the  neighborhood  and 
in  the  lymphatic  vessels,  and  thus  the  affected  part  which  has  not  been 
essentially  injured,  may  remain  unaltered.  C.  observes,  furthermore, 
that  there  is  now  a  rational  explication  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  local 
and  general  blood-letting,  and  that  the  old  experience  now  seems  very 
plausible,  that  the  development  of  pus  may  be  restrained  under  the  influ- 
ence of  energetic  cold  which  prevents  the  dilatation  of  the  vessels, 
while  increased  warmth,  on  the  contrary,  must  promote  suppuration. 
He  also  alludes  to  the  fact,  to  which  Traube  first  called  attention,  that 
pus  corpuscles  make  their  appearance  in  the  urine  in  every  case  of 
nephritis,  although  pott-mortem  examination  does  not  show  any  com- 
plicating cystitis  or  pyelitis,  and  explains  this  phenomenon  by  the  emi- 
gration of  colorless  blood  corpuscles  from  the  glomeruli,  and  he,  finally, 
directs  attention  to  pneumonia,  in  the  course  of  which  such  immense 
numbers  of  pus  corpuscles  may  accumulate  in  the  alveoli  without  any 
trace  of  change  in  the  surrounding  connective  tissue,  and  without  any 
■Iteration  in  the  flattened  epithelial  scales  of  the  air  cells,  pointing  to 
them  as  the  source  of  the  pus  corpuscles. 

We  would  only  remark,  in  addition,  that  recently,  Fried.  A.  Hoff- 
man, in  a  paper  on  the  development  of  the  pus  in  the  cornea,  (  Virch, 
Arch,  torn  4^,  page  204),  has  confirmed  the  observations  of  Cohnheim, 
ind  Prof.  Thiersch,  (Pxtha  und  Billroth  Hdh.  d.  Chirurgte,  torn  1, 
Abeth.  B,  Heft  2^  page  539),  has  also  in  part  convinced  himself  of  their 
eorreetness,  although  he  withholds  all  criticism  until  further  investi- 
gations. 
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LETTER  FROM  PHILADELPHIA. 


Philadelphia,  Maach  16,  1869. 

Editor  of  thb  Western  Journal  of  Medicine — Dear  Sir:  As 
mortoary  and  bospital  reports  are  always  interesting  to  the  profession, 
I  yentnre  to  commence  my  letter  with  brief  extracts  from  the  annual 
reports  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  Officers  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Pennsylvania  Hospitals,  issned  for  the  year  1868. 

The  first  report  exhibits  the  mortality  of  the  city,  as  follows : 

Total  number  of  deaths,          -        • 14,163 

Adults,      -        - 6,888 

Minors, 7,805 

Males, r,674 

Females,         •••••......  7,108 

Boys, 4,163 

Girls, 3,662 

Among  the  adults,  the  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  the 
monih  of  April — seyea  hmidred  and  nineteen. 

The  month  of  July  was  ihe  most  fttal  to  the  children,  as  indicated 
by  the  groat  number  of  deaths  occurring  during  that  month—^ne 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  seven. 

July  shows  the  highest  number  of  deaths— one  thousand,  nine 
kuiidred. 

NoTember  the  lowest  number — eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

Nativities  of  the  deceased  were: 

United  States,         •••«.....,      11,080 

loreig^n, 8,808 

People  of  color,      .-.-....-.  768 

Unknown,  .....--.-•.       644 

Among  the  diseases  enumerated  as  "causes  of  death,"  "Phthisis'* 
stands  first  on  the  list,  contributing  to  the  adults  one  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  eighty,  and  to  the  minors  two  hundred  and  sixty-six. 
Then  follow, 
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IntAninos  or  noi  Luxos — 

Adolta, 308 

Minon,         ............    386 

THoLAMEa  or  n»  Hbakt — 

Adnlta, 327 

Minon,         ..-•         .....•••6t 

Among  fevers,  typhoid  is  the  most  prominent  in  the  adult  class — 
tcarlet  with  the  children.  Coup  de  soleil,  one  hundred  and  four. 
Casualties,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight.  Suicides,  twenty-nine.  Hur- 
den,  twenty. 

These  close  a  list  embracing  fifty  diseases  and  conditions  given  as 

I  ^aiues  of  death.^'  The  two  last  do  not  speak  well  for  the  social  and 
moral  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  "City  of  Brotherly  Love." 

I  Turning  to  the  hospital  reports,  we  have  that  of  the  Philadelphia 

Hospital,  by  the  recording  clerk,  incorporated  with  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  this  institution  being  a  department 

i  of  the  Blockley  Almshouse.  The  Almshouse  is  one  of  the  largest 
eleemosynary  institutions  in  the  country,  and  embraces  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Out- Ward  Department,  Philadelphia  Hospital,  Philadel- 

I      pHia,  Ho&pital  for  the  Insane,  and  the  Children's  Asylum. 

AuiBoun— 
I  Knmber  receiving  out-door  relief,  ......      144,642 

Kamber  admitted  into  the  House  dnring  the  year,     ....    38,627 

blAII  DCPABTKBITT— 

Komber  treated  during  the  year,           .        •        -        •        •        •  i,01( 

Diichaiged  as  cared,  improved  and  unimproved,       •       •        .       *  224 

Died, Ill 

ficoeining, 680 

HaVfTAL  DiPABTVBXT — 

Patients  treated, 6.202 

I           DtMharged— cared,           .........  3,925 

I           iMproTed, 900 

DW, ....••.  6es 

Bemnining^           ..••...•••  808 

Mortality  for  the  entire  hospital,  nine  and  seventeeB-one  hundredths 
I  per  cent.  Excluding  the  fbundlinga  and  the  phthisis,  it  is  reduoed  to 
I     "wen  per  eent. 

The  Pennsylrania  Hospital  Report  ie  a  more  elaborate  document, 

I     «a^  is  presented  to  the  publio  in  the  form  of  a  handsome  octaTo  vol- 

I     «B6,  bound  in  oloth.    The  plan  adopted  in  the  preparation  of  the 

nfCfi  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  London  hospitals,  a^d  I  think  this 

I     ^ital  is  the  only  one  in  this  country  iseuing  its  report  in  this  way. 
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This  volume,  the  second  thus  far  issued,  is  edited  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Da- 
Costa  and  William  Hunt,  members  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Staff, 
and  is  dedicated  to  Prof.  Geo.  B.  Wood,  M.  D.,  who  was  for  many 
years  physician  to  the  institution.  Besides  "Abstract  of  Cases  and 
«  Statistics,"  it  contains  papers  of  a  practical  character,  based  chiefly  on 
obseryatioB  made  at  the  hospital.  I  hope  at  some  future  day  to  notice 
at  length  this  very  valuable  work.  At  present,  time  and  space  onlj 
permit  mo  to  commend  it  to  the  attentive  perusal  of  all  the  members 
I  of  the  profession  who  are  interested  in  the  development  of  our  hos- 

pitals, and  in  the  proper  utilization  of  the  vast  amount  of  material  thej 
contain. 

From  the.  statistics  far  the^year  1867-68,  we  learn  that  the  number 
of  patients  treated  was  one  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fifty -eight. 

Of  the  palientt  discharged,  the  proportion  cared  was,  -        *  71.4a  per  oeol, 

"    relieved, 10.99       " 

"    remoYed  without  material  improvement,      -        -        .  7.27        " 

"    discharged  for  misconduct  or  eloped,         .        -        -  1.78       " 

"    died, 8  63       « 

Cases  of  accidental  Injury  treated  during  the  year,    -        -  -        .         768 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  Hospital  in  1752,  there  have  been 
admitted  into  it  eighty  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pa- 
tients, of  whom  fifty-two  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  were 
cured,  and  seven  thousand,  seyen  hundred  and  eight  died.  During  the 
year,  a  new  Clinique  has  been  erected,  connected  to  the  main  building  by 
a  short  oovered  passage  way.  A  building  designed  especiallj  for  clin- 
ical instruction  has  been  long  needed,  and  the  one  erected,  though  de- 
fective in  some  very  important  particulars,  is  a  decided  improvement 
upon  the  contracted  quarters  in  the  "cupola''  of  the  hospital  building. 

I  have  on  my  table  a  monograph  by  Dr.  Addinell  Hewson,  "On  the 
influence  of  the  weather  over  the  results  of  surgical  operations,  and 
on  the  value  of  the  barometer  as  a  guide  in  the  choice  of  the  time  for 
and  the  prognosis  in  such  operations  as  shown  by  the  results  of  imme- 
diate amputations,  during  a  period  of  thirty  years  in  the  Peiinsjlva- 
nia  Hospital."  This  is  certainly  a  new  field  of  investigation,  and  the 
conclusions  arrived  at  are  bpth  novel  and  interesting.  An  ezamina* 
tion  of  the  tables  prepared  by  Dr.  H«,  shows  that  the  most  unfavora- 
ble results  have  followed  operations  performed  in  the  months  of  De- 
cember and  May,  two  months  almost  as  much  antipodal  of  each  otbet^ 
as  regards  temperature,  as  any  other  two  in  the  whole  year.  From 
the  fatal  effeots  of  shock,  we  have  Docember  also  taking  the  lead^and 
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inaediately  followed  by  NoTember,  June  and  May,  as  giviiig  the  next 
highest  in  order.  For  deaths  from  py»mia,  etc.,  we  have  the  last 
months  of  the  summer  and  spring  tevms  gmng  the  highest  rates  for 
the  year. 

As  to  snccesses,  the  month  which  stands  preeminent  in  total  resvlts, 
b  that  of  October,  the*  comes  January,  and  then  ApriL  Ooteber, 
^hty-nine  per  cent. — April,  OYer  eighty-six  per  cent. 

From  the  effects  of  shock,  it  will  be  observed  that  there  was  not  a 
sbgle  death  amongst  all  the  cases  operated  on  in  the  months  of  Octo* 
ber  during  the  whole  thirty  years.  The  months  which  follow  this  as 
yielding  the  least  mortality  from  this  canse,  are  September,  August, 
January,  March  and  April. 

From  ferer,  pysomia,  etc.,  we  find  the  months  of  February  pre^ 
seating  the  same  clean  record  that  October  did  for  shock,  and  after  h 
we  haye  the  months  of  November,  Pecember  and  January  giving  the 
next  least  mortality. 

The  conclusions  are,  that  fktal  results  from  shook  occur  in  a  con- 
ttant  ratio  with  the  dryness  of  the  weather,  and  that  those  f^om  fever, 
pyemia,  etc.,  bear  a  direct  ratio  to  the  opposite  state. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  the 
fiict  that  the  mean  temperature  of  the  past  forty-four  years,  as  shown 
by  the  records  kept  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  by  Dr.  John  Con- 
nd,  is  fifty-three  and  one-half  degrees.  The  warmest  year  was  1828, 
fifty-five  and  three-fourth  degrees;  and  the  coldest,  1837,  forty-nine 
degrees. 

During  the  past  two  weeks,  the  various  medical  institutions  of  this 
eity  have  held  their  annual  commencements.  I  think  that  we  have 
aw0  of  all  kinds — two  Eclectic,  two  Homosopathio,  one  Wontan's,  two 
Dental,  the  Jefferson  College  and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  It 
is  safe  to  assert  that  four  hundred  and  fifty  degrees  were  conferred  by 
these  different  institutions. 

At  the  seventeenth  annual  commencement  of  the  Women's  Hed« 
>esl  College  of  Pennsylvania,  tho  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was 
eonferred  upon  fifteen  graduates.  Latterly,  much  interest  has  been 
■aaifested  in  the  question  of  the  status  of  female  phyaicians,  and  the 
lelations  which  should  exist  between  them  and  members  of  the  pro* 
fiMion«  If  it  is  true,  as  asserted,  that  three  of  the  most  prominent  phy-> 
iMans  of  this  eity^  one  of  them  a  distinguished  professor,  have  accepted 
positions  as  consulting  physicians  to  the  hospital  in  charge  of  the  Wo^ 
lien's  Medical  College^  then  this  fact  muat  be  accepted  as  «n  etideM% 
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of  ft  decided  reaction  ia  public  opiDipn.  It  is  alto  stated  that  tlie 
reaaon  glTen  by  theae  gentlemen  for  their  aetion  is,  as  they  are  unable 
to  prewnt  the  movement,  the  next  beat  thing  for  them  to  do,  ia  te 
guide  it  properly.  Certainly  very  good  logic  if  the  premisea  are 
eenrect. 

Learing  the  entangling  question  of  women's  rights,  I  return  to 
note  briefly  the  incidenta  connected  with  the  annual  commencements 
at  the  University  of  PennsylTania  and  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
As  has  lately  become  the  eustom,  and  a  very  good  one  it  is,  the  com- 
mencement exercises  of  the  Uniyersity  were  held  in  the  Academy  of 
Music.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  one 
hundred  and  twenty>eight  graduates,  representing  twenty-three  States, 
and  the  valedictory  address  was  delivered  by  Prof.  Alfred  Stille,  M. 
D.  This  address,  as  with  everything  which  emanates  from  the  pen  of 
the  distinguished  professor,  was  an  able  production  and  well  suited  to 
the  occasion. 

The  forty-fourth  annual  commencement  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College  waiB  held  at  the  Musical  Fund  Hall.  The  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  gradu- 
ates, representing  twenty-three  States.  The  valedictory  address,  by 
Prof.  Samuel  Henry  Dickson,  was  one  of  the  gentleman's  happy  efforts, 
graceful  and  learned.  The  alumni  of  the  college  will  Ailly  appreciate 
his  remarks  upon  the  retiiement  of  Prof.  Robley  Dunglison.  I  give 
you  the  following  extract: 

"  lianjr  of  you  have  misMd  personftUy,  and  all  traditionally,  during  the  past 
se8»ion,  as  we  lament  to  mlM  now  from  among  us,  a  once  fitmiliar  face,  a  manly 
presence,  tall  of  intelligence  and  dignified  simplieity.  The  place  which  he  of  whom 
I  speak,  long  oecapied,  shall  kaow  him  no  more  foiever;  but  he  has  left  imper- 
ishable records  of  worth  and  usefiilnees  as  teacher,  author  and  administrator ;  hoa« 
ored  and  lo^ed  as  instmctor ;  "  primus  inter  pares,"  in  the  midst  of  his  colleagnea. 
The  annals  of  onr  school  contain  no  name  more  distinguished  than  that  of  Robley 
DnngKson ;  none  more  dear  to  those  who  have  had  the  happiness  to  enjoy  his  so- 
ciety and  profit  by  his  wise  counsels,  his  fhmk  cordiality,  his  kindly  and  courteous 
Biaaner.  We  offer  him  the  homage  of  our  respeotftil  remembrance  in  his  patient 
raliitment,  oar  profound  sympathy  with  his  suffering." 

The  classes  this  year  were  not  as  large  as  usual,  owing,  no  doubt, 
to  Ae  re-opening  of  the  schools  of  the  south  and  west.  For  the  past 
two  or  three  years,  summer  courses  of  lectures  have  been  given  at  the 
University  and  Jefferson  College.  At  the  former,  the  subjects  lectured 
upon  are.  Zoology  and  ComparatiTC  Anatomy,  Botany,  Mineralogy  and 
Geology,  Hygiene,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Toxicology.  •  In 
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tie  autoBiii,  a  prelimiitftry  course  is  giYen  upon  Microsoopy,  RegianU 
AialDvy,  Ph  jsieal  Diagnosis,  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  and  Morbid  Aaat- 
mj.  At  the  Jefferson  College,  the  eovse  is  strictly  jn'actioal,  ent- 
hwfiBg  important  specialties  in  medicine  and  surgery,  with  exteasiye 
flfimeal  illustrations,  as  Clinical  Surgery,  Clinioal  Obstetrics,  Medioftl 
Jixispmdence  and  Toxicology,  Materia  Medioa  and  Therapeutics,  Clia- 
ial  Medicine,  Visceral  and  Surgical  Anatomy,  Operative  and  Minor 
Surgery,  Operative  and  Aural  Surgery,  Venereal  and  Cutaneous  Dis^ 
tises,  Pathological  Anatomy,  and  Surgical  Diseases  of  the  Genito'- 
IMasry  Organs. 

While  on  a  visit  to  a  ^end  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  last  Octo- 
ker,  I  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  Earth-Closet,  the  inven- 
ftiott  of  Bev.  Henry  Moule,  of  Fordington  Vicarge,  Dorsetshire,  Eng- 
had.  My  friend,  during  a  recent  visit  to  England,  became  so  fully 
impressed  with  their  value  as  substitutes  under  almost  all  circum- 
ituices,  for  the  ordinary  privies  and  water-closets,  that  he  i]|^>orted 
tve  Commodes.  Recently,  one  of  these  was  sent  to  this  city,  and  placed, 
hj  the  direction  of  Dr.  Addinel  Hewson,  in  the  lower  surgical  wards 
of  the  PennsylvMiia  Hospital.  In  these  wards  it  was  used  by  twenty 
fttients,  (the  hod  is  calculated  to  hold  from  eighteen  to  twenty  evaou- 
stions),  and  the  contents  were  not  removed  until  evening.  Patients 
ia  die  fracture-beds  were  each  given  a  paper  bag,  holding  about  a 
poand  of  dry  earth,  and  were  required  after  using  the  bed-pan  (attached 
to  etch  fracture-bed),  to  empty  the  contents  of  the  bag  into  the  pan. 
Although  the  Commode  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  ward,  surrounded 
only  by  a  screen,  still  there  was  not  the  slightest  odor  perceptible. 

Col.  Geo.  £.  Waring,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  a  pamphlet 
ipon  the  subject,  states  the  principle  to  be  'Hhe  power  of  clay  and  the 
decomposed  organic  matter  found  in  the  soil  to  absorb  and  retain  all 
ffcisive  odors  and  all  fertilizing  matters;  and  it  (the  closet)  consists, 
Meatially,  of  a  mechanical  contrivance  (attached  to  the  ordinary  seat) 
fer  measuring  out  and  discharging  into  the  vault  or  pan  below,  a  sufir 
sieat  quantity  of  sifted  dtp  earth  to  entirely  cover  the  solid  ordure 
aad  to  absorb  the  urine.*' 

Beleetiag  upon  thia  absorbent  power  of  elay.  Dr.  Hewson  was  led 
IQ  use  it  as  a  dressing  to  suppurating  wounds^  and  so  satisfactory  were 
the  results  obtained  in  these  eases,  that  since  February  9th,  every  case, 
10  matter  of  what  character,  has  been  submitted  to  the  dry  earth 
^vesriag.  Its  advantages  have  been  most  fully  demonstrated  in  oases 
ef  aeald  and  burns,  and  intractable  bed-sores.    In  the  former,  when 
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applied  immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  injury^  the  pain  is  at  once 
relieved,  and  the  reparatiye  proeefls  goes  on  rapidly.  In  the  latter, 
and  also  in  all  chronic  ulcers,  its  action  is  most  decided.  In  one  case 
of  paraplegia,  in  which  there  was  dribbling  of  urine,  the  oiFensiye 
urinous  odor  was  entirely  removed,  and  the  patient  made  comfortable, 
by  placing  a  layer  of  earth,  protected  by  the  sheet,  beneath  the  but- 
tocks. The  patients  speak  of  it  in  the  highest  terms,  as  a  cool  and 
pleasant  dressing,  and  it  is  by  fkr  a  cleaner  application  than  those  or- 
dinarily employed.  The  results  are  truly  remarkable,  and  have  been 
critically  examined  by  Dr.  H.  His  experience  thus  far,  confirms  him 
in  the  belief  that  the  earth  acts  not  alone  mechanically,  but  chemi- 
cally— that,  under  its  application,  chemical  action  takes  place  as  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  the  pus,  from  the  wounds,  is  found  by  the  lit- 
mus paper  to  be  neutral,  instead  of  alkaline,  its  normal  state.  May 
it  not  act,  he  suggests,  upon  the  exudations  from  the  tissues  so  aa  to 
preyetft  alkaline  fermentation,  and  thus  prevent  the  formation  of  pus? 

This  subject  is  of  great  interest,  and  its  consideration  by  Dr.  Hew- 
8on,  will  furnish  an  article  in  the  next  Pennsylvania  Hospital  Reports. 

I  obgerve,  by  a  circular  sent  me,  that  an  earth-closet  company  has 
been  established  in  this  country,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut.  This  will, 
I  hope,  secure  the  speedy  introduction  into  use  of  this  valuable  inven- 
tion. Yours,  very  truly,  J.  E.  M. 


FROM  BERLIN  TO  VIENNA. 


YisNNA,  January  8,  1869. 
Dear  Editor:  Almost  embowered  among  a  grove  of  trees  at  the 
far  end  of  a  broad  boulevard  that  skirts  the  crumbling  old  wall  which 
formed  her  medieval  ramparts,  stands  a  handsojme,  square,  stone  build- 
ing of  the  chaste  Doric  style,  which  is  klaown  as  the  University  of 
Halle  Saxony.  Ascending  a  broad  flight  of  stone  steps,  graced  on 
each  side  by  a  recumbent  statue  of  a  bronze  lion,  we  enter  a  high, 
spacious  hall,  around  which  in  small  wire-protected  frames  the  an- 
nouncements of  lectures  are  posted.  Another  flight,  and  we  stand  upon 
the  level  of  the-  various  lecture  rooms  of  all  the  departments  of  sci- 
enoe.  Four  fluted  columns  of  stone  on  each  side,  support  the  oma* 
mented  roof,  extending  the  distance  of  the  second  and  third  atoriea. 
The  rooms  are  all  small,  and  famished  simply  with  the  long  woodei 
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knelies  of  our  country  aeliool  honsM,  aad  a  small  pulpit  for  the  leo* 
tnrer.  Tbe  hours  of  lectures  are  deuoted  by  placards  on  the  various 
doon,  and  are  so  arranged  that  seyeral  departments  of  science  are 
tan^t  in  the  same  apartment  during  different  hours  of  the  same  dayi 
dms  discourses  on  philosophy,  medicine,  mathematics  or  theology,  may 
all  be  delivered  in  the  same  room.  The  clinical  instruction  always 
oeenis  in  the  hospital  building;  and  except  the  branches  of  anatomy, 
physiology  and  chembtry,  all  the  branches  of  medicine  in  this,  as  in 
^  the  schools  of  Oermany,  are  taught  there.  The  University  of  Halle 
imiaben  now  some  seven  hundred  students  in  all  its  departments-^ 
mostly  theologians.  The  school  was  founded  in  1694,  in  the  old  build- 
ing, and  received  a  considerable  accession  in  1817  by  the  transfer  of 
Ae  college  at  Wittenberg,  the  scene  of  Luther's  action.  The  proxim- 
ity of  the  city,  however,  to  Leipsic  and  Berlin,  injures  it  very  materi- 
ally, in  its  medical  advantages,  as  the  celebrities  of  the  profession  are 
always  attracted  there.  Oldhausen  is  the  professor  of  obstetycs  at 
present;  being,  however,  one  of  Martin's  assistants,  it  was  fair  to  sup- 
pose that  his  views  were  mostly  imbibitions.  And  as  our  haste  to  Vi- 
enna was  rendered  urgent  by  the  fact  that  most  of  the  short  courses 
would  commence  in  the  following  week,  we  were  fain  to  content  our- 
selTCB  with  the  above  mentioned  visit  to  the  University. 

We  pushed  on  through  Leipsic— only  a  day  for  the  city  and  its  old 
UniTetsity,  a  long  pile  of  yellow  buildings,  part  of  the  Augusteum, 
ftcing  the  main  square  of  the  city,  a  hurried  glance  through  its  lec- 
tue  rooms,  and  its  aula,  a  large  saloon  of  busts  and  statues  of  Saxon 
Princes,  with  twelve  reliefs  of  the  history  of  education,  then  a  peep 
into  several  of  the  old  antiquarian  book  stores,  which  only  nkade  us 
lament  our  limited  means,  for  all  the  curiosities  and  relics  of  literature 
in  all  languages  are  there.  Leipsic  is  the  grand  oenter  of  the  book 
tnde  in  Oermany.  It  has  some  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  book 
stons,  forty  printing  oftoes,  one  hundred  and  nine  hand  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  machine  presses.  During  the  Masse,  which  are 
great  jEurs  held  three  times  a  year,  and  which  attracts  ^'Armenians, 
Tvks,  and  dwellers  beyond  Jordan,"  book  dealers  from  all  civilised 
lands  visit  the  city  for  purchase  and  sale.  A  few  years  ago  they  erected 
tteb  own  exchange,  whioh  is  now  their  business  resort. 

Two  days  travel  on  a  rather  circuitous  route,  carries  us  into  Wftrs- 
Wg,  one  of  the  wealthy  cities  of  the  little  kingdom  of  Bavaria, 
wkither  we  have  come  to  see  and  hear  Scansoni.  Most  of  the  publio 
bnildings  of  the  city  were  erected  at  a  time  when  WUrsberg  was  a  free 
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city,  the  capital  of  an  episoo]^!  see,  which  piMiitioii  it  heid  upwards  of 
a  thousand  yean,  undef  the  svoMmve  jnriidietion  of  aome  •ighty-iwa 
biflhops.    Hence  the  biiildinge  hare  been  erected  with  that  laTishmeni 
of  means  which  the  verj  large  revennes  of  ench  positions  permit. 
The  hospital  is  an  immenBe  stniotare,  corering  noiore  than  two  solid 
squares,  inclnsiYe  of  the  medical  college  in  its  rear.    The  endowment 
of  the  whole  institution  is  some  two  and  a  half  million  dollars  in  gold; 
it  contains  about  six  hundred  inmates,  of  whom  not  more  than  one- 
half  are  patients ;  a  large,  handsome  bronie  statue  of  Julius  Echter,  its 
founder,  one  of  the  city's  primates  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  sijt- 
teentH  century,  stands  at  the  front.    The  appointments  of  the  whole 
building  are  eren  much  finer  than  those  of  the  Charity  of  Berlin.     The 
consequence  of  this  rich  endowment,  is  the  security  of  a  magnificent 
fkeulty,  for  which  this  institution  has  always  been  famous.    Kdttiker 
on  microscopic  anatomy,  Bamberger  on  internal  medicine,  Reckling'* 
hausen  on  pathology,  and  Scanaoni  on  obstetrics,  are  among  the  most 
fkmous.    The  lying*in  hospital  stands  apart  from  the  main  building, 
forming  a  neat,  rather  small  two  story  stuccoed  building,  with  accom- 
modations for  about  fifty  cases,  which  is  a  fair  allowance  for  a  city  of 
only  forty  thousand  inhabitants.     By  the  kindness  of  Br.  M undi.  Prof. 
Scanioni's  first  assistant,  we  were  permitted  to  visit  the  building  and 
make  the  rounds  with  him.    Patients  are  divided  into  first,  second  and 
third  classes,  according  to  their  means,  the  latter  class  being  charity 
patients,  and  private  apartments  are  furnished  for  those  sad  cases  in 
the  upper  circles  in  which  "a  child  is  found  for  the  cradle  befbre  a 
husband  for  the  bed."    Except  one  or  two  cases  of  pelvic  abscess,  the 
wards  were  remarkably  free  from  disease  of  any  character*  on  our  visiti 
much  to  our  wonder,  for  every  window  throughout  was  as  hennetio* 
ally  sealed  as  the  general  Gkrman  hygiene  in  practice  demands-«tbe 
peculiar  puerperal  odor  was  actually  sickening*    The  immunity  of  dw-^ 
ease  under  such  conditions  can  only  be  explained  on  the  thorough 
habituation  from  infhney  on,  and  the  intense  aversion  every  son  of 
Teutonia  cherishes  against  a  draught.    The  babies  were  all  bundled 
and  rolled,  and  their  little  arms  tied  down  inside,  so  tiiat  they  eotdd 
be  lifted  by  any  one  of  half  a  doien  bands  and  tossed  about  like  a 
papoose  with  perfect  impunity.    The  delivery  bed  was  elevated  at  the 
back  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  the  assumption  of  a  semi^reoum* 
bent  posture  in  labor,  resembling  no  little  some  of  the  oM  Ckbfor 
Stfihle  or  delivery  chairs,  which  were  so  common  in  G-ermany  Itffy  or 
sixty  years  ago,  and  which  are  now  universally  discarded.    Tlie  lee- 
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im  room  c^atens  a  very  fine  array  of  iaatraBMats  asd  a  valuable  ool- 
IwtioB  of  defonaed  pelyesj  i^  origtaal  Bobort'a  peWis,  in  whioh  the 
tcuererM  diamotar  uras  ooatraotad  to  two  iaohm,  while  t^e  coigagaite 
lemuBS  Donaal)  boiag  anong  ike  aumbar.  Among  ike  novelties  may 
be  neationed  a  peculiar  oepkalotribe,  an  ivrention  of  Scansoni's,  which 
■ffits  a  deaoyiption.  In  addition  to  the  two  blades  of  the  ordinary 
wphalotribe,  the  inatnunent  was  provided  with  a  perforator,  whoae 
cxtreniity  was  a  pointed  oroid  of  perhaps  an  inch  in  diameter,  the 
Mter  sarface  grooved  or  threaded  like  a  screw;  after  the  cephalotribe 
atppHed  in  the  nsnal  manner,  the  perforatov  is  passed  between  the 
laiidles,  thmst  through  the  craninm  m  fontanelk,  as  the  case  may  be, 
•od  ^n  carried  on  throagh  tiie  brain  uutil  its  point  ledges  in  the 
hnmtn  magnnm,  several  turns  of  the  handle  screw  it  into  the  fora* 
,  MB,  when  the  handle  of  the  perforator  is  attached  to  the  handles  of 
the  cephalotribe  by  a  elamp.  The  advantage  claimed  for  it  is  solidity 
•f  giasp;  the  attaehment  at  the  base  of  the  head  and  in  its  most  nn- 
jieUiag  bone,  even  into  the  eommencement  of  the  spinal  canal,  will 
ant  permit  it  to  glide.  We  wete  infbrmed  that  on  the  manikin  the 
imtraaeat  worked  ehurmingly;  an  opportnnilT' for  its  application  in 
Hmo  had  noty  as  yet,  presented.  The  only  objection  that  occwrred  to 
ti,  woidd  be  the  ad|ttatment  of  the  machine,  for  its  complicated  char- 
seter  certainly  entitles  ft  to  that  name.  A  finger,  provided  with  Ae 
cfaeated  obstetrical  eye,  might  recognise  the  foramen,  if  it  conid  reach 
it;  bat  the  ocnlarisation  (?)  if  of  the  end  of  a  twelve  inch  steel  rod, 
weald  imply  a  delicaoy  of  tactile  sensibility  in  the  hands  of  the  man* 
fibtor,  that  it  would  require  an  eye  of  faith  to  take  cognisance  thereof. 
We  do  wrong,  however,  in  attempting  a  jest  on  a  scientiflc  subject.  If 
As  pointed  end  conld  be  fastened  into  the  occipital  bone  anywhere,  it 
hpiebaUe  that  it  we«ld  answer  the  purpose.  Seanzoni,  himself,  is  a 
^  ef  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar,  and  we  conld  not  avoid  contrasting 
kiM  ia  this  light  with  some  of  his  wnmeroos  detractorsi  who  all  snffer 
tyAe  oemparisen.  In  peraon,  rather  portly,  now  that  he  is  vexging 
ta  te  Us  mMA  decade,  with  a  genial,  placid  face,  pleasant  to  look  npon 
mi  that  feela  at  peace  with  itself  and  mankind,  a  clear,  rather  ftiU  eye, 
iMaeath  a  lid  with  Aat  rednndaaey  of  tisswe  which  the  physiogno- 
afali  till  na  18  a  sign  of  decision,  never  dull  or  slow  of  comprehension, 
fcf  H  Aoota  a  fniek  glaaee  o«t  of  its  angles  ooeastonally,  which  takes 
tegaiaanee  of  things  wUeh  am  not  always  mentioned ;  in  manner  tA* 
Mi,  ewrteena,  more,  even  inviting,  delivery  easy,  elegant,  chaste^  an 
ki  kaoii  on  the  bed,  with  eno  hand  in  geelnre  ever  it  and  one  slipped 
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in  hiB  p«oket,  in  perf^t  flelf-posaeeaion,  expresnng  himaelf  ob  kis  suV* 
j^Bot  in  Uie  most  beautifal  Itngn^e,  witkoat  effort  or  affectation,  wa 
felt  our  reapect  for  him  rapidly  warming  from  enrioaity  to  venerationi 
and  left  him  finally,  in  our  regard,  as  #nr  ideal  of  an  obatetncian. 

The  diacourse  Was  on  the  sulject  of  hematoma,  selected,  as  he  said, 
from  dearth  of  material,  a  dificnlty,  we  were  informed,  with  which  his 
clinic  is  frequently  aiHioted;  yet  he  pictmred  the  case  so  clearly  and 
forcibly  as  almost  to  render  the  presence  of  a  patient  unnecessary. 

Scansoni  is  a  disbelioTer  in  the  frequency  of  this  disease.  In  twen- 
ty^fiye  years  he  hae  met  with  but  three  cases  in  which  he  could  con- 
soieutieusly  state  that  hmmatoma  existed.  Just  from  a  school,  as  we 
were,  in  which  this  was  a  disease  of  daily  diagnosis)  this  was  rather  a 
strange  statementi  explicably  partly,  however,  from  the  difference  of 
different  authors'  conceptions  of  the  disease  ^  Scansoni  only  regarding 
those  cases  as  blood  tumors,  in  which  an  effusien  really  occurred  in 
the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  that  generally  in  the  earity  of  Douglas, 
retro-uterine;  whereas,  accordinig  to  Martin,  the  most  frequent  seat  of 
tttravasatioDs  is  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligaments,  the  most 
of  which  cases  Scansoni  regards  as  simple  perimetritis  without  effusion. 

In  his  lecture,  Scansoni  narrated  a  peculiar  case  in  which  it  became 
necessary  to  establish  a  diagnosis  between  a  hasmatoma  and  a  retro- 
verted  pregnant  uterus.  The  introduction  of  the  sound,  which  in 
other  cases  would  have  been  sufficient,  was  here,  for  evident  reasons, 
necessarily  excluded.  By  placing  the  patient  on  elbows  and  knees, 
however,  he  succeeded  in  establishing  a  reposition  of  the  retroverted 
uterus  as  the  case  thus  proved  to  be,  and  the  p»^nancy  terminated 
fiivorably.  Scansoni  is  deservedly  a  great  favorite  among  his  patients, 
of  whom,  as  you  can  well  imagine,  he  has  a  goodly  quantity,  and  a 
choice.  For  two  visits  to  the  Empress  of  Kussia,  recently,  during  one 
of  which  he  was  only  present  in  case  his  aid  might  be  called,  he  re- 
oeived,  as  his  assistant  informed  us,  some  thirty  thousand  dollara  in 
gold,  besides  a  residence  and  a  handsome  equipage.  He  has  refused  a 
dasaling  offer  from  Baden  Baden,  one  of  the  former  assistants  in  the 
hospital  there  informed  us,  as  it  would  remove  him  from  his  schooL 

We  were  unable  to  fee  Kdlliker,  who  would  not  lecture  until  the 
following  day.  Bamberger  we  met  at  a  post-mortem  by  Becklioghauaen. 
He  is  altogether  about  the  last  man  whose  outward  ^»pearanoe  pre- 
sents any  index  of  the  ability  which  characterises  him.  Small  in  stat- 
ure, with  heavy  side  whiskers  which  almost  completely  conceal  his 
features;  he  stood  there  the  picture  of  wrapt  attention  over  an  autopqr 
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tf  one  of  his  patients  which  he  had  followed  to  the  end.  He  enjoys 
the  repntatton  of  being  one  of  the  finest  clinicians  of  (Germany.  His 
two  late  works  on  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Abdomen,  are  consid- 
ered standard. 

Mamich  has  a  very  fine  nnirersity,  a  spacious  stone  structure,  with 
elegant  appointments,  erected  by  the  late  King  Lewis  I,  whose  munifi- 
cence in  every  respect  has  contributed  so  much  towards  rendering  this 
ene  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  of  the  world  externally,  as  well  as 
enriching  her  galleries  and  nurseries  of  art  and  science,  with  untold 
treasures  within. 

During  our  entire  stay  in  the  city,  although  we  made  it  exceedingly 
profitable  and  interesting  in  sight-seeing,  we  were  unable  to  glean  any- 
thing of  medical  interest,  on  account  of  the  inopportune  season  of  one 
of  the  numerous  church  holidays,  which  are  religiously  observed  by 
all  the  schools.  We  contented  ourselves,  therefore,  with  the  purchase 
of  photographs  of  Liebig  and  Pettenkofer,  of  world  wide  fame,  and  of 
Hedter,  the  present  professor  of  obstetrics,  and  hastened  on  our  way. 
As  true  disciples  of  Esculapius,  however,  we  eouMnot  resist  the  tempt- 
ation of  visiting  the  home  and  haunts  of  Paracelsus,  so  that  we  were 
detained  another  day  a.t  Salzburg,  Austria.  A  beautiful  little  city  we 
foand  it,  encamped  down  amongst  some  of  the  loveliest  scenery  which 
utore  oeuld  command,  and  rich  in  historical  interest.  Moxart^s  birth- 
plaee  and  home,  Hayden's  home,  the  residence  of  the  family  of  Weber, 
three  of  the  world's  greatest  composers.  What  being  who  has  ever 
heard  the  music  of  these  three  inspired  men  as  rendered  by  the  royal 
eferas  of  these  Calliope-worshiping  people,  who  would  not  feel  an 
iispiration  in  traversing  the  scenes  of  their  daily  lives?  Not  fiir  fVom 
the  bridge  crosring  the  river  which  bisects  the  town,  crowded  in  among 
iti  neighbors,  stands  a  high  house  with  dark  weather-scarred  WftllS| 
bearing  about  its  centre  a  half*efi5aced  portrait  cf  the  celebrated  nat- 
wtlist  and  empiric,  Paracelsus.  This  wa«  his  home — nothing  else  to 
be  learned  of  him  there.  His  manifold  virtues,  which  he  himself  her- 
alded forth  trumpet-tongued,  have  not  been  sufficient  to  have  preserved 
ft  tingle  relic  of  our  hero's  greatness.  The  first  half  dosen  whom^e 
iaterrogated,  could  not  direct  us  to  his  house.  A  little  more  than  three 
eenturies  have  elapsed  since  our  great  medical  Mundhausen,  the  prince 
of  braggarts,  flourished  in  the  hight  of  his  glory,  healing  diseases  Kke 
the  traveling  charlatans  who  take  up  a  temporaiy  abode  in  onr  western 
elties  until  suffering  humanity  elsewhere  makes  a  sudden  call  for  relief 
in  other  quarters;  but  his  reputa^on  has  been,  alas !  nlmoitas*e5C|iBe»-. 
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cent  as  theirs.  Pancelsus  adopted  ereiy  precaution  to  propagate  lib 
name  and  fame  to  posterity.  In  the  vestibale  of  the  charch  of  St.  Se- 
bastian, there  is  a  large  monument  boilt  into  the  wall  oyer  his  graye, 
a  tall  column  of  red  nurble  of  obelisk  shape,  resting  on  a  square  base, 
on  the  anterior  surface  of  which  a  scroll  bears  the  following  modest- 
epitaph:  ^^Insignis  medicinae  doctor,  qui  dira  ilia  Tulnera  lepram 
podagram  hydropsim  aliaque  insanabilia  corporis  artes  subtulit." 

Another  day  en  route  and  we  are  snugly  domiciled  in  Vienna,  the 
place  of  the  present  writing;  and  still  another  beholds  us  in  arail 
of  the  magnificent  advantages  of  the  clinics  of,  perhaps,  the  most  prac* 
tical  school  of  medicine  in  the  world,  of  which,  anon. 

Whittakeb. 
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BY  ANtON  VON  TB0LT8CH,  M.  D., 

ProfcMor  in  the  Vmtrfnitj  of  Wanbnrg.    TnuiBUt«d  by  D.  B.  St.  John  Boom,  X.  D.,  Cliakil 

ProfeMor  of  the  BiMwee  of  the  Bye  and  tmt  in  the  tTniyeralty  of  Hew  Toik. 

SeeoBd  A»erlc?Mi,  inm  the  Fourth  QeraMn  Bditton.  Wm.Wood; 

New  York,  IMS.    For  ude  by  C.  P.  Wilder.  Indiui»> 

polla;  BobertClai1ce4(Cto.,Chielnnnti. 

No  branch  of  the  noble  art  of  healing  has  been  so  much  neglected 
■a  that  of  aural  snrgerj.  Thie  neglect  has  certainly  been  due  to  a 
rerj  genervl  impreuien  that  Yery  little  could  be  done  for  the  aflfectioBa 
of  the  organ  in  qneetton.  Bat  a  patient  and  concentrated  attention 
given  to  ita  pathology^  has  lately  done  much  to  enlighten  the  obeonritj 
anrronnding  the  anbleei,  and  deBK>Batrated  the  practicability  of  doing 
mnoh  for  the  relief  of  aaral  diaeaaes.  This  ia  certainly  a  dedderaitm, 
when  we  eonaider  how  ft^qnently  they  preaent,  and  how  generally  one 
of  the  moat  important  senses  is  thereby  impaired*  To  the  bnsy,  gea- 
«ral  pnelfilioner,  few  aources  of  information  on  this  subject,  hsYC  been 
BceessiMe^  In  fi^t,  hitherto,  the  only  one  waa  the  very  excellent  work 
of  Toynbee. 

In  the  Yolnme  under  conaideration,  the  medical  man  will  find  a  com- 
plete exposition  of  all  that  relates  to  aural  soiencei  with  all  the  lataat 
improYoments  in  treatment,  which  have  done  so  much  to  foroe  a  reeeg" 
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iiition  of  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  tbe  medical  art.  It  is  a  con- 
sideration of  facts,  garnered  in  years  of  patient  inrestigation  and  prac- 
tice. The  book  is  presented  in  the  form  of  lectures,  but  is  much  more 
Eystematic  than  is  usual  in  such  arrangement.  The  classification  and 
nomenclature  of  diseases,  is  not  entirely  satisfactory,  after  having  con- 
sidered the  admirable  system  of  Toynbee ;  but  this  is  a  point  of  minor 
importance,  especially  when  the  great  practical  excellence  of  the  book 
is  80  patent.  Every  detail  of  practice  is  thoroughly  illustrated  and 
explained ;  more  than  a  hundred  pages  being  devoted  to  the  most  im- 
proved plana  of  examining  the  outer  ear,  the  use  of  the  eustachian 
catheter,  and  Politzer's  and  Valsalva's  methods  of  investigating  the 
diseases  of  the  tympanum.  The  anatomy  of  the  organ  is  given  in  a 
clear  but  concise  manner.  As  regards  therapeutics,  the  most  approved 
plans  and  agents  are  minutely  considered.  Most  of  them  will  be  found 
to  be  novel ;  but,  baaed  as  they  are,  on  simple  principles  of  science,  will 
command  confidence. 

The  American  physician  is  deeply  indebted  to  the  translator  for 
presenting  this  admirable  work,  as  well  as  for  his  translation  of  Stell- 
wag  on  the  Eye,  the  latter,  filling,  aa  it  did,  a  wide  chasm  in  English 
ophthalmoiogical  literature.  J.  G.  B. 


PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY  OP  THE   FEMALE   SEXUAL 
0KGAN8.  

BT  JVLIUa  Jl.  KIiOB,  M.   D., 

in  tk«  iralTWiltf  of  VImimi.    XnailataA  ky  J€»«pl  XMUitnr,  If .  D.,  aad 

r.  JDftWKm,  M.  n.    K«w  York :  Wm.  Wood  M  Co.    For  nls  by  C.  P.. WU4tE» 
iBdUoapotlf ;  Bobort  Clarke  4  Co.,  dndnnAfi. 


This  translation,  first  issued  about  a  year  since  by  a  New  Tork 
firm  no  longer  in  existence,  haa  bow  become  the  property  of  the  vete- 
nn  publishers,  Wm.  Wood  k  Co.  In  a  previoua  number  of  the  *Jo«r* 
*a2,  we  made  a  brief  analysis  of  the  book,,  giving  it  such  hearty  ooqi- 
nendation  as  its  careftil  atudy  led  us  to  believe  was  <][uite  just.  By 
^  judgment  then  expressed  we  are  quite  willing  to  abide.  The  higli- 
Mt  eriticj^l  fauthority  in  Great  Britain  in  our  profession,  haa  recently, 
Jannary  last,  spoken  of  it  thus:     **A  translation  of  Kloh'i  Pathology 

jmnuh  ami  FtMlgm  mMt^Cktrm§U0i  Rmim, 
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ical  Anatomy  of  the  Female  Seo^ual  OrganSy  has  been  fairly  accom- 
plished by  Dr8.  Kammerer  and  Di^wson,  of  New  York,  and  we  welcome  it 
bere  as  a  work  of  great  use  to  those  whose  attention  Ls  specially  direct- 
ed to  those  organs.*'  T.  P. 


PENNSYLVANIA  HOSPITAL  REPORTS,  VOLUME  11,  1869. 


PhiladelphU :  LindMj  A  Blmkiston.    For  aahs  hj  G.  P.  Wilder,  Indiaiuipolis  ;  Bobert  Clarke  k 

Go.,  CittcinB»ti. 


The  contributors  to  this  handsome  Tolume  are  Drs.  Hewson,^  Mor- 
ton, Da  Costa,  Hutchinson,  Edward  Hartahorne,  Ashhurst,  Hunt,  J.  F. 
Ueigs,  Packard,  Agnew,  Harlan,  Richardson  and  Pepper. 

As  our  talented  Philadelphia  correspondent,  Dr.  J.  Ewing  Mear», 
proposes  the  consideration  of  this  volume  in  a  future  communication, 
we  will  now  merely  say  that  these  reports  are  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal 
io  those  for  1868,  and  that  they  are  creditable  alike  to  the  editors  and 
publisher.  We  hope  both  parties  nxay  be  encouraged  by  seeing  this 
annual  widely  circulated.  T.  P, 

A  HANDBOOK  OP  UTERINE  THERAPEUTICS,   AND  OF 
DISEASES  OF  WOMEN. 


BT  EDWARD  JOHN  TILT,   X.  D. 

SeooAd  AnericiiB  edition,  thoroughly  reTieed  and  amended.    New  York  :  D.  Appletoti  h  Co.    Be* 
eeiTed  through  Bowen,  Stewart  A  Co.,  IndianapoliJi. 


The  author  haa  reTised  the  third  British  editiom  of  his  well  known 
work,  for  re-publioation  in  this  country,  aud  contributes  a  preface 
to  this  American  issue. 

A  communication  made  a  few  months  since  to  the  Lancet^  and  which 
struck  us  as  being  of  such  interest  that  we  re>published  it  in  this  Javr- 
naZ,*  constitutes  a  large  portion  of  this  preface.  In  the  course  of  it, 
Dr.  Tilt  compliments  "the  splendid  achievements  of  those  American 
sturgeons  who  have  taught  us  that  we  can  safely  remove  ovarian  tumors, 
and  how  to  cure  vesico-vagipal  fistula;"  and  justly  speaks  of  his  admi- 
ration of  "the  sprglcal  genius,^  great  skill,  and  the  perfect  honesty  of 
purpose  that  characterixe  Dr.  Marion  Sims,  who  is  an  honor  to  hi^ 
eom3ktry  and  to  our  profession." 

Wettait  Jvmmoi  ^  JfMMne,  1868,  page  3l(^ 
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The  author  states  that  the  main  points  to  be  developed  in  *'  Uterine 
Tkerapetitics,^^  are: 

^^Firtttp — The  paramount  importunce  of  hygiene  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  dis- 
eases of  women. 

^Seamdi^ — The  constituttonal  nature  of  manj  diwases  of  women,  and  the 
Impo  slbilitj  of  curing  them  without  constitutional  remedies. 

^^  Thirdly — The  manifest  reaction  of  uterine  diseases  on  the  female  system,  and 
the  impossibility  of  curing  many  uterine  complaints,  without  surgical  measures. 

"FourM/y — The  great  value  of  therapeutics  to  assuage  and  cure  diseases  of 
women,  and  the  belief  in  the  Value  of  those  remedial  measures,  that  are  as  old  as 
medicine  itself— «nch  as  renes^ction,  emetics  and  caustics/* 

The  preface  concludes  thus : 

"  It  affords  mo  very  great  pleasure  to  shake  hands,  as  it  were,  in  this  preface, 
with  so  many  ralued  American  friends.  A  common  language  unites  the  members 
of  the  same  profession  in  America  and  Great  Britain,  by  the  strongest  bonds  of 
affection;  and  there  is  no  danger  of  it  being  severed  by  difference  of  climate  and 
form  of  government,  or  even  by  those  occasional  causes  of  misunderstanding  that, 
for  party  pnrposes,  are  magnified  by  professional  wire-pullers. 

'*This  union  of  the  two  professions  is  the  type  of  the  perfect  unity  that  should 
erer  exist  between  the  great  Anglo-Saxon  natiohs,  to  Whom  Providence  has  given 
progenies  to  people  the  waste  places  of  the  earth,  and  the  firm  determination  to 
weigh  more  and  more  heavily  in  the  scale  of  nations  for  the  welfare  of  mankind.*' 

Following  the  preface,  is  the  Introduction,  in  which  various  topics 
are  discussed,  e.  g.,  Difficulties  Besetting  the  Study  of  Uterine  Com- 
plaints,  Lady  Practitioners  and  their  Chances  of  Success,  Old  and 
Modern  Pathology,  Diseases  of  Women  to  be  Studied  by  the  Light  of 
Menstruation,  et  eet.^  ei  cet 

The  following  observaUons  we  commend  to  all  our  readers,  espeoi- 
iUy  to  the  junior  members  of  the  profession: 

"To  be  successful  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  women,  a  young  medical 
man  should  make  women  the  study  of  his  lifo,  so  as  to  underttaad  their  metatal 
pecaliarities  as  Well  as  their  physical  constitution;  and  li;  With  equality  of  med- 
ical skill,  the  senior  practitioner  is  mach  more  suoceesftil  in  the  treatment  of  women 
than  the  junior,  it  is  that  he  has  discovered  how  to  bespeak  tkeir  confidence^  to 
itimaUte  their  hope,  and  to  keep  up  their  perseverance  until  the  recovery  of 
healtii." 

The  conclusion  of  this  chapter,  too,  is  admirable : 

"We  must  trust  in  oataie,  and  believe  tbat  an  Almighty  power  is  operating 
ia  the  human  frame,  ever  working  to  restore  health  by  successive  changes  and 
Ruewals,  having  definite  laws  and  successful  issues,  often  erroneously  ascribed 
to  oar  remedies.    Let  our  motto  be  that  of  the  father  of  French  surgery :  *'  Ji  la 

rASB4T,  DUO  LA  OViaiT." 
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In  referring  to  female  pbyBicians,  the  author  states  that  the  prin- 
cipal reason  why  the  knowledge  of  diseases  of  women  has  so  little  ad- 
vanced, is,  the  hitherto  undisturbed  belief  that  one  sex  only  is  quali- 
fied, by  education  and  powers  of  mind,  to  investigate  and  cure  what 
the  other  sex  has  alone  to  suffer ;  and  then  a  little  while  afler,  point- 
edly averts  that  the  great  migority  of  women  will  continue  to  conauU 
us,  so  long  as  they  recognize  the  mental  superiority  of  man.  We  have 
quoted  the  author's  very  words,  and  we  fail  to  be  able  to  reconcile  the 
assertion  of  man's  mental  superiority,  with  the  retarding  influence 
which  the  fact  of  these  dlseaises  not  being  made  the  subject  of  inves- 
tigation and  the  object  of  cure  by  woman  herself,  has  had  upon  ihe 
advance  of  knowledge  of  such  diseases.  Either  the  one  or  the  other 
assertion  is  wrong. 

The  first  chapter  treats  of  Surgical  Appliances  and  Modes  of  Ex- 
amination, and  will  be  found  quite  up  with  the  most  recent  inventions 
in  this  department  of  art,  e.  g.,  the  sponge  tents  of  Dr.  Ellis,  prepared 
with  carbolic  acid,  and  those  of  Dr.  Aveling,  in  which  permanganate 
of  potash  is  placed,  both  of  which  were  presented  only  last  year  to 
the  London  Obstetrical  Society,  are  referred  to.  We  are  somewhat 
surprised  to  read  from  the  pen  of  an  author  whose  generally  chaste 
and  classic  composition  we  never  weary  of  admiring,  this  expression : 
"pottering  on  for  months."  Pottering  on  may  be  forcible,  but  it  surely 
does  not  come  from  the  ^'pure  well  of  English  undefiled." 

The  second  chapter  is  upon  Uterine  Dietetics  and  Home  Treat- 
ment; the  third,  upon  Tonics;  the  fourth,  Sedatives;  the  fifth,  Anti- 
phlogistic Treatment;  the  sixth.  Caustics;  the  seventh,  Emmena- 
gogues;  the  eighth,  Hemostatics;  the  ninth.  Specifics;  the  tenth, 
Uterine  Misplacements;  the  eleventh.  Treatment  of  Uterine  Complica- 
tions; twelfth.  Treatment  of  Sterility;  thirteenth.  On  the  Treatment 
and  on  the  Prevention  of  Uterine  Inflammation  in  India — a  chapter 
which  few  American  readers  will  ever  find  of  any  practical  value: 
chapter  fourteenth,  Prevention  of  Uterine  Inflammation ;  and,  finally, 
Formulss:  et  eet 

Did  time  and  space  permit,  we  would  gladly  present  an  analysis 
of  some  of  these  chapters.  We  must  conclude,  however,  with  ex- 
pressing our  very  high  appreciation  of  this  book  as  one  of  eminently 
practical  value.  The  physician  will  find  its  perusal  exceedingly  inter- 
esting, and  frequent  reference  to  it  exceedingly  useful.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say,  since  it  is  issued  by  Appleton  &  Company,  that  in 
paper,  typography,  &c.,  the  book  is  all  that  could  be  desired. 
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ATRBATISE  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  INFANCY  AND  CHILD- 
HOOD.     .  

BT  J.   LBWI8  SMITH,  If.   D., 

PhjaieUo  to  the  laftrnt*!  HMpital,  Wur<*i  Ii]*n4 ;  Profcwor  In  B«ll«Tm  HMpltol,  Ac    Pub^ 

lahed  by  H.  C.  Lea,  PliiUd«lpblft.    For  Mle  by  a  P.  Wilder,  IndiaoA- 

polia ;  Robert  CUrko  A  Co.,  Cincinnati. 

Price,  $5.76. 


We  believe  tkat  the  profeseion  generally,  feel  that  there  m  a  place 
and  a  need  for  a  good,  practical  treatise  on  diseases  of  children,  in 
American  medical  literatare.  We  have  good  works  in  considerable 
Biimber,  by  importation  and  translation,  hot  we  have  not  now,  any 
natiTC  prodaction  that  is  satisfactory.  Oar  anther  has  probably  felt 
this  deficiency,  though  he  makes  no  comparisons,  but  simply  offers  his 
labors  so  as-  '*to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  medical  student  and 
|waetitioner." 

The  author  has  included  in  his  treatise,  something  more  than  the 
mere  diseases  of  children  and  infants.  The  first  part  is  taken  up  with 
chapters  on  Infancy  and  Childhood,  Care  of  the  Mother  During  Preg- 
nancy, Mortality  of  Early  Life,  Lactation,  Selection  of  a  Wet-Nurse, 
Oooree  of  Lactation,  Weaning,  Artificial  Feeding  and  Diagnosis  of 
Infantile  Diseases.  These  topics  are  not  treated  at  any  great  length, 
Imt  afford  occasion  for  judicious  remark  and  advice.  There  are  some 
points  that  we  would  like  to  have  seen  more  elaborated.  One  of  them 
is  eoncerning  the  management  of  the  mother,  who  has  become,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  syphilitic.  Details  of  management  and  treat- 
ment might  have  been  made  a  satisfactory  feature  in  this  chapter,  inas* 
mnch  as  we  not  infrequently  meet  with  such  cases.  In  his  subsequent 
chapter  on  syphilis,  he  treats  of  it  as  developed  in  the  child. 

In  the  chapter  on  Mortality  in  Early  Life,  we  have  the  well  known 
causes  of  it  given ;  but  we  think,  though  we  may  be  mistaken,  that 
New  York  could  have  afforded  sufficiently  forcible  statistics  without  * 
relying  almost  entirely  upon  those  of  European  cities  and  countries. 
His  only  mention  of  the  proportion  of  mortality  which  any  particular 
disease  shows  is,  that  scarlet  fever  is  one  of  the  most  fatal  diseases  in 
New  York  city.  Another  suggestive  topic  too  briefly  mentioned,  is 
t^  influence  of  our  school-system  on  the  mortality  of  early  life. 

The  chapter  on  Lactation  contains  brief  but  pointed  remarks  on 
its  difteulties  and  eaBtmndicatiotte,  such  as  depxeased  nipple,  too  long 
deUy  before  applying  tin  kifiukt  to  the  breast,  tuberculosis  in  tho 
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mother,  constitutional  syphilis,  iniamiMitorj  affection*  and  mammar j 
inflammation.  Prominently  among  the  galsctagogves  are  mentioned 
the  use  of  electrical  currents  and  the  eastor  oil  plant.  Among  the 
anti-galactics  he  seems  to  conide  aomewkat  in  BelladoBna,  a  martter  in 
vhich  he  docs  not  agree  with  the  editor  of  the  Wettem  J&umaL 

We  do  not  find  anything  new  er  suggestiTe  in  the  chapter  on  tW 
Diagnosia  of  Infantile  IKseases. 

Part  II  is  the  practical  part  of  the  book,  beginniBg  with  Diseases 
of  the  Cerebro -Spinal  System.  Here  we  have  a  very  proper  rtcom^ 
mendation  of  the  •pthalmoaoope  as  a  means  of  diagnosis  in  diseane^ 
of  the  brain.  The  results  of  its  use,  in  the  bands  of  Br.  Clifford 
Albutt  and  •thets,  are  snficient  to  proTe  that  it  should  not  be  confined 
to  the  specialist. 

The  chapter  on  Congestion  of  the  Brain,  is  wanting  iu  fullness  of 
description,  pathology  and  treatment.  In  such  oases,  the  young  prac- 
titioner is  glad  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  fullest  experience.  This  defi- 
ciency is  not  observed  in  the  author^s  treatment  of  the  subject  of  Eclamp- 
sia. His  remarks  on  the  inhalation  aud  internal  use  of  chloroferm,  opium 
and  bromide  of  potasium,  will  interest  and  instruct.  The  use  of  opium, 
where  the  brain  is  directly  or  iMiirectly  concerned,  rehires  nice  dia- 
crimination,  and  any  one  who  reads  and  follows  his  directions,  will 
profit  by  them.  This  section  doses  with  an  interesting  review  of  the 
subject  of  Internal  Convulsions. 

The  section  on  Diseaaes  of  the  Respiratory  System,  occupies  about 
eighty  pages.  When  we  come  to  examine  the  chapters  on  Croup  and 
Pneumoiiia,  there  are  modes  of  treatment  of  these  diseaaes  which 
attract  notice  because  of  tBeir  variance  from  the  established  plana. 
'^LoBs  of  bleed  is  not  required  in  the  treatment  of  croup.''  That, 
we  presume,  to  be  in  accordance  with  American  practice.  For  it  are 
substituted  aconite  and  veratrum  viride.  A  fuller  aocount  of  the  au- 
thor's experience  in  the  use  of  these  articles  would  have  been. better. 
He  employs  the  tinctwre  of  veratmok.  viride  ^*in  doses  ef  half  a  drp|if 
to  one  drop  every  three  or  four  houtu,  fer  those  over  tihe  age  of  threes 
years."  As  a  substitute  for  oalemel  in  liquefying  and  removing  the 
false  membrane,  be  says  <*  physicians  of  this  city  are  using  more  aud 
more  a  mixture  of  ehlosate  of  potassa  or  of  soda  and  muriate  of  am- 
monia given  frequently."  As  a  local  remedy,  he  highly.  Mcommenda 
fVom  perseoal  experience,  the  sub-sulphate  of  iron.  He  devotes  some 
pages  to  Tracheotomy  ef  Croup,  giving  the  statistics  of  Drs«  Krack- 
ewviier  and  Voss.     In  the  treatment  of  Pueumenia,  he  gives  one  drojp 

..yitized  by  Google 


BlBLIOOXAraT.  8S1 

•f  tinctore  Tdratntm  erery  three  honni,  to  a  child  of  five  yeara  of  vig- 
•1008  constitutioD ;  also^antimoBj  with  morphia,  in  the  secoBd  stage. 
Id  feeble  children  he  advises  a  differeat  coarse — ipecac,  carb.  ammon., 
lenega,  ke.  In  blistering,  he  advises  applying  cantharidal  collodion, 
in  spots  of  the  sise  »f  a  ten  cent  piece,  half  a  doiem  or  more.  As  the 
Mister  treatment  of  disease  is  being  discwsed,  we  nention  this»  with 
Bome  belief  ia  its  usefulness. 

We  have  net  time  to  more  than  allude  t»  oae  or  two  topics  in  the 
Mction  on  Piseases  of  the  Digestive  Apparatus.  Cholera  Infantum  is 
one  in  which  every  physician  in  this  country  is  particularly  interested. 
He  does  not  devote  much  space  to  itj  we  observe,  however,  that  he 
faintly  praises  calomel  in  small  doses. 

Under  the  head  of  Zymotic  Diseases,  first  appears  Diphtheria. 
For  treatment,  first  mention  is  given  to  sulphites ;  but  he  has  na  expe- 
rience that  would  recommend  them.  Chlorate  of  potash  and  iron  are 
recommended,  and  also  local  applications,  such  as  he  advises  in  croup. 

Qnite  a  number  of  important  diseases  of  children  are  not  men> 
tioned.  We  leave  the  book  with  an  impression  of  its  incompleteness 
in  many  matters.  Yet  it  is  the  basis  of  a  good  treatise.  Possibly  an 
addition  of  clinical  matter  or  matured  personal  experience,  will  bring 
it  np  to  the  Btandard  which  the  author  sets  up  in  his  preface.  y 

W.  C. 


OUTLINES    OF   PHYSIOLOGY— HUMAN   AND   COMPARA- 
TIVE.   

BT  JOHN   MARSHALL,    F.   ft.   8., 

ft^tenor  at  Surgery  In  tha  UnlTerifitj  GoUoge,  London  ;  Surgeon  to  th6  Unftctiitty  C«t)egt  Hos- 
pital ;  wltti  addtliooa  by  Francis  6.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Profeflsor  of  th«  VniYeff^ 
Aity  of  Pmaeyliraiila^  Ptiblialied  ill  PhUadslpbia,  by 
Henry  C  Lea,  1868.    Price,  $7.fiO. 


Nothing  has  appeared  in.  o«r  language,  eiace  the  last  edition  of 
Oirpenter'B  great  work^  that  h  oomparahle  to  this  of  Mr.  Haiahall ; 
and,  it  ig  quite  singular  that  it  should  be  produced  by  a  sufgeoD. 
Every  one  interested  in  phpiology  has  been  looking  and  waiting  pa- 
tiently for  a  ttftw  edition  of  Carpenter,  which  should  bring  us  up  t^ 
Ike  latest  aocumulations  of  this  subject;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  ourex- 
lectations  will  not  be  realized.  But  Mr.  Marshall  has  given  us  a  wotk 
tqpal  im  artangenent,  and  more  full  and  satisfactory  on  many  of  thft 
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topics  thatt  Oarpeiiter*B.  So  that  while  ezpressing  our  regrets  for  the 
apparent  close  of  this  great  man's  labors,  we  can  rejoice  in  the  snc- 
oeesfttl  work  of  the  new  author. 

I  wish  I  could  spare  the  time  to  offer  an  extended  review  of  this 
superb  work.  It  really  merits  an  elaborate  comparison  with  other 
recent  and  familiar  works,  not  for  the  purpose  of  showing  its  superi- 
ority, so  much  as  to  exhibit  the  rapid  and  splendid  development  this 
attractive  science  is  making.  Physiology  may  be  studied  in  this  work 
f^om  the  lowest  forms  of  vegetable  and  animal  existence,  to  man,  the 
richest  and  noblest  observer  of  all  the  marvelous  works  of  the  Creator. 

Science  has  discovered  that  a  law  of  progre$sum  actually  pervades 
the  whole  universe,  not  in  the  sense  of  the  Dar|7inian,  or  kindred 
theories  of  imiversaZ  development^  which  have  no  established  facts  nsv 
stringent  analogies  to  sustain  them;  but  the  unbroken  series  in  the 
works  of  nature  which  present  themselves  from  the  phenomena  of  hare 
forms  up  to  the  highest  manifestations  of  organisation  and  the  vital 
forces. 

In  the  presentation  of  the  cell  doctrine,  Mr.  Marshall  makes  allu- 
sion to  a  subject  that  I  have  never  seen  referred  to  by  any  other  wri- 
ter, but  which  I  have  ventuved  to  teack  for  €fteen  years  past  as  a  rea- 
apnable  inference  from  the  phenomena  of  all  proliferation,  and  that  is, 
that  each  tissue  and  organ  is  represented  in  the  spermatazoon,  when  it 
penetrates  the  germ  cell  or  ov«aa  of  the  female  and  finds  there  the 
peculiar  pabulum  for  the  beginning  of  organization.  In  other  words, 
the  different  organs  of  the  body  cast  off  imperfect  cells  or  gemmules, 
which  in  the  generative  organs  becomes  elaborated  into  the  spermata- 
zoa.  I  do  not  say  that  the  reader  will  find  the  statement  I  have  made 
so  definitely  stated ;  but  well  defined  allusions  are  made  to  it. 

In  a  most  interesting  department,  this  work  falls  below  our  wishes, 
and  that  is,  in  those  profound,  yet  luminous  psychological  and  meta- 
physical discussions  into  which  Carpenter  has  entered  in  his  views  of 
the  structure  and  functions  of  the  brain. 

I  have  been  struck  with  the  prominence  which  many  of  his  original 
views  have  in  receat  works,  such  as  Luys  (French)  on  the  Nervoui 
Syiiem,  and  Maudsley's  JPk^swlogy  and  Pathology  of  the  Brain^  which 
latter  seems  to  be  leading  some  into  the  unsatisfactory  doctrines  of 
materialism.  And  while  both  writers  use  freely  Carpenter's  scheme, 
they  are  devoid  of  that  reverence  and  veneration  of  God  which  marks 
that  great  man's  work. 

For  the  present  at  least,  the  vaunted  pride  of  science  had  better 

..yitized  by  Google 


EDITORIAL  AND  JiSDIOAL  NSW0. 

teeept  the  statement  of  Prof.  Tyndall  in  his  recent  address  as  presi- 
dent  of  the  British  Association :  "  That  while  a  definite  thought  and  a 
definite  molecnlar  action  may  occur  simultaneously  in  the  brain,  we 
do  not  possess  the  intellectual  organ,  nor,  apparently,  any  endowment 
of  the  organ  which  would  enable  us  to  span  by  a  process  of  reason- 
tag,  from  the  one  phenomenon  to  the  ather." 

One  thing  is  always  to  be  regretted  in  the  re -publication  of  Eng- 
lish works  by  the  house  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  so  many,  and 
that  is,  the  miserable  wood-cuts ;  they  usually  disgrace  the  works  which 
th^y  are  intended  to  illustrate.  Why  not  get  them  from  our  trans- 
atlantic friends,  if  we  can  not  get  them  made  here?  C.  G.  C. 
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Wx  HOPE  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  at 
New  Orleans  will  be  largely  attended.  For  years,  a  great  gulf  divided 
between  north  and  south ;  and  now  that  gracious  peace  has  bridged 
tliat  gulf,  now  that  the  ^*  war-drum  throbs  no  longer,"  and  all  battle-flags 
are  furled,  the  deyotees  of  Medicine — which  knows  neither  clime  nor 
caste,  neither  political  nor  sectarian  beliefs,  which  is  all-embracing  the 
nee  as  the  atmosphere  the  earth — ought  to  hasten  together  with  the 
tbobbing  of  fraternal  hearts  and  to  the  grasping  of  fraternal  hands. 
Let  tbe  men  of  the  north  and  of  the  south,  of  the  east  and  of  the 
west,  meet  together  in  an  everlasting  peace,  revive  old  memories  of 
Wmony  and  union,  and  inaugurate  new  measures  for  the  honor,  the 
dignity  and  usefulness  of  the  profession.  Space  does  not  permit  us 
to  urge  upon  our  readers  the  importance  of  sustaining  by  sympathy, 
aad  by  presence  at  its  annual  convocation,  the  American  Medical  Asso* 
cJation,  and  especially  of  attending  this  New  Orleans  meeting ;  nor  can 
ve  urge  certain  subjects  which  we  hope  will  be  presented  to  the  Asso- 
oation.  However,  there  is  one  thing  we  want  to  suggest  to  our  brother 
aditors,  viz:  That  we  have  a  meeting  of  our  own  at  New  Orleans, 
lometjme  during  the  period  when  the  Association  is  in  session.  We 
caa  meet  together,  become  better  acquainted,  agree,  possibly,  upon 
icme  plan  of  medical  education,  for  example,  upon  the  most  advisable 
lelieme  of  State  medical  legislation,  and  advocate  these  measures  in 
Mir  journals.  What  say  you,  gentlemen  of  the  medical  journals,  to 
ftit  suggestion? 
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LIST  OF  QUESTIONS  AT  THE  RECENT   EXAMINATIOHB 
IN  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 


Prof.  Blackman:  Sui'gery — 

1.  What  is  an  abscess  and  faoW  diaghosed  7 

2.  Definition  and  tt'OAtment  of  anUeristn. 

8.  Describe  Garden's  amputation  at  knee-joint. 

4.  Indications  for  trephining  craninm. 

&.  Best  method  of  reducing  vcrticle  luxation  of  patelbv. 

6.  Describe  ordinary  operation  for  strangulated  oblique  hernia. 

7.  Difference  between  CoUes'  and  Barton's  fracture  of  radius. 

8.  Diagnosis  between  luxation  of  humerus  and  fracture  of  tlie  neck. 

9.  Differential  diagnosis  of  fracture  of  neck  of  femur  and  luxation  on  dor- 
sum ilii. 

10.  Characteristics  of  luxation  in  sciatic  notck. 

11.  Best  method  of  reducing  luxation  of  femur. 

Prof.  Grahatn :  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine — 

1.  What  are  the  physical  signs  of  different  stages  of  pneumonia? 

2.  In  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  how  find  the  particular  valve  affected? 

3.  Diagnose  between  remittent  and  typhoid  fever. 

4.  Diagnose  between  peritonitis  and  enteritis. 

5.  Diagnose  between  lumbago  and  nephritis. 

C.    How  would  you  treat  a  case  of  acute  dysentery  ? 

Prof.  Wright:  Obstetrics— 

1.  What  are  the  bonndarics  of  the  inferior  strait? 

2.  Name  the  vertex  presentations  and  the  one  most  frequpnt. 

3.  What  direction  must  the  face  assume  to  make  a  natural  labor? 

4.  What  are  the positwt  signs  of  labor? 

5.  Hotr  manage  prolapse  of  funis  in  fittt  stage  of  labor? 

6.  Give  symptoms  and  treatment  of  puerperal  fev(  r. 

7.  How  treat  puerperal  convulsions? 

8.  Give  signs  of  rupture  of  uterus  in  labor. 

9.  How  treat  tmavoidahle  hemorrhage  ? 
10.  How  treat  retained  placenta? 

Prof.  Comegys:  Physiology — 

1.  Describe  a  cell. 

2.  How  is  food  classified,  bow  digested  and  how  absorbed? 

3.  What  are  the  chief  constituents  of  the  blood  and  what  is  the  average 
proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  body  ? 

4.  What  time  is  reqfciired  fof  the  whole  tu  pass  through  the  heart t 

6i    How  rapid  is  the  capillary  cik^eulation,  aiid  what  eondUioa  of  the  ves- 
sels is  necessary  to  maintara  tbe  normal  moveiaeDt  ? 
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6L  What  effect  on  the  capillary  moYcoienti  resalts  from  increased  benrt  no- 
tfttinfcTer? 

7.  What  is  the  theory  of  respiration  ? 

8.  What  amount  of  space  for  each  person  should  be  allowed,  due  regard  to 
TntilatioR  being  had  ? 

9.  Whiit  constitutes  a  nervous  system,  and  what  are  the  functions  of  its  parts? 
lO.   Gire  an  example  of  escito-motor,  sensori^metor  and  ideo-motor  acts. 

Prof.  Parvin  :  Medical  and  Surgical  DisesBes  of  Women— 

1.   Whiit  are  the  normal  dimecsioas  of  the  nnimpregnated  uterus? 

1   How  would  you  distinguish  a  simple  from  a  specific  TaginitisT 

3.  The  differential  diagnosis  of  a  fibroid  of  the  posterior  wall  and  retro* 
Isioa  of  the  uterus. 

i»  Diagnosis  between  uterine  prolapse  and  hypertrophic  eloagatlon  ot  the 
lifiipTigiDal  neck* 

6.   The  treatment  of  asthenic  amenorrhoea. 

t   The  treatment  of  intra-uterine  polypus. 

I   The  treatment  of  epithelioma  of  the  uterine  neck. 

8    The  treatment  of  uterine  catarrh. 

S.   How  are  ulcers  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus  divided  ? 

10-   The  different  methods  of  treating  the  pedicle  in  orariotomy. 

Prof.  Gobreeht:  AiHitomy-^ 
1.  Describe  a  rib. 
I   Describe  a  bony  thorax. 

X  What  parts  are  necessary  to  fem  afi$  noTable  joint. 
i   Describe  the  hip-Joint. 
5.   What  muscles  form  the  quadriceps  extensor  cruris,  and  bow  are-  thcf 


i  What  is  a  satellite  muscle  (gi^e  an  example)? 

^  fieseribe  the  heart. 

8.  Girc  the  coats  of  an  artery. 

••  Describe  the  Inaga. 

10.  Gire  the  principle  dirisions  of  the  encephalic  nerYous  mass. 

Prof.  Bartholow :  Materi  Medica  and  Tt^ertvpeutics — 
I.   Give  rule  for  administering  arsenic* 
t   Write  a  prescription  containing  Powler's  solution. 
SL   Describe  physiological  effects  of  Calabar  bean. 

i  \rbat  is  the  aatttte  of  the  phys»ol«gU»il  a^tagpnism  of  morphia  s«4  atropi^? 
&   Cadei;  what  circumstance  would  joxk  prescribe  morphJA  and  atropia 

^.   Describe  the  physiological  effects  of  the  bromides. 

'i   What  is  the  therapeutic  value  of  oil  and  water  in  the  trfatraeat  of  ski* 

<h«Mir 

t.   Qtre  rules  for  the  hypodermic  use  of  remedies* 
t.  Describe  the  preparation  of  ealomeL 
10.   How  administer  Urtar  emetic  t».pi!od«flt  emeiia? 
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Prof.  Seely:  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear — 

1.  Of  what  does  the  organ  of  sight  consist? 

2.  How  many  bon«8  enter  into  the  composition  of  the  orbit,  and  name  tfaem  7 

3.  Name  the  ocular  masclea,  give  their  origin  and  insertion,  and  the  nenree 
that  inerTate  them* 

4.  Qive  structure  of  the  tlds. 

6.  Define  accommodation,  by  a  change  in  what  structure  is  it  brought  about, 
and  what  produces  the  change  7 

6.  What  is  the  macula  lutea,  and  what  the  blind  spot  of  MariotteT 

7.  Bound  the  anterior  and  posterior  4shamber. 

8.  What  are  granulations,  divisions,  -diagnosis,  etiology  and  treatment? 

9.  Iritis,  what  its  diagnosis,  cause,  and  treatments? 
10.  What  is  cataract? 

Prof.  Conner:  Chemistry — 

1.  Define  boiBf  acid,  talt^  haUndj  hodjff  with  examples  of  each. 

2.  /odine-^From  what  source  obtained,  physical  properties,  combi&atioa  with 
other  elements,  methods  of  distinguishing  iodide  from  bromide  of  potassium. 

3.  Iran — Oxides,  method  of  preparing  hydraUd  seajuaocHle  for  use  in  omcs 
of  poisoning  by  arsenic 

4.  jDecM/— Physical  properties,  oxides,  lists,  effect  as  poison, 

6.    General  difference  between  ixwrfome  and  oryonttf  compounds. 

6.  CarhoUe  Aeid-^Yrom  what  source  obtained,  physical  properties,  sofTeali 
of,  strength  of  saturated  aqueous  solution. 

7.  JhrodueU  qf  DicompoiUion  ^  Mmeral  matter — Action  upon  lead  pipe  df 
water  containing  decomposing  animal  matter;  method  of  purii^lng  water  contaaa- 
iag  animal  matter. 

8.  jDMtffi^fctofito— Classes  of,  actions  o(  those  commonly  employed,  methedi 
of  employing  them. 

9.  Alkaloida—ln  general,  from  what  obtained,  physical  properties?  Mer* 
phia  and  quinine,  how  distinguished  one  ftom  the  other? 

10.     CTrtfis— normal  and  abnormal  constituents— tests  for  each. 

Thk  cohmencehsnt  exercises  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  took 
plaoe  on  the  Ist  of  March.  Judge  Dickson — ^whose  scholarly,  thoaghi- 
All  and  useAil  Address  upon  the  occasion,  we  are  stire  our  raaden  will 
rejoice  in  haying  the  opportunity  of  reading — represented  the  tmsteeB 
in  conferring  the  degrees.  Prof.  Graham  deliyered  the  Taledtotoiy, 
its  subject  being  Faith  in  Medicine^  and  it  is  needless  to  add,  tlmt  ia 
oomposition  it  had  the  peculiar,  vigorous  and  logical  style  which  char* 
acteriie  the  author's  habits  of  thought,  and  that  it  was  delivered  with 
that  gracef\il  oratory  which  all  who  have  ever  heard  Prof.  Orakaa 
know  that  he  possesses. 

*tu  thto  addran,  page  lt7,  Um  16,  §ot  "co&&Mt«4  **  reed  Msoeiaied ;  also,  peg*  in, 
nt»  from  fiMt  ef  pega,  fn  •«  true*'  mWlltato  good. 
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American  Medical  Association,  soutb-weBt  corner  Broad  and 
Pine  streets,  Philadelphia.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D.,  Permanent  Sec- 
retary. The  twelfth  annual  session  will  be  held  in  New  Orleans*  Lou- 
isiana, May  4:th,  1869,  at  11  a.  JI.  The  following  committees  are  ex- 
pected to  report: 

On  Diseases  of  the  Comeft,  Dr.  #.  S.  Hildreth,  Illinois,  cbairmaB. 
On  cultivation  of  the  Chinchona  tree,  Dr.  Lemuel  J.  Deal^  Pennfjlrania, 
chairman. 

On  Excision  of  Joints  for  Injuries,  Dr.  J.  B.  Reed,  €korgia,  chairman. 

On  Alcohol,  and  its  Relation  to  Medicine,  Dr.  John  Bell,  Pennsylvania,  chairs 


On  the  Crjptogamic  Origin  of  Disease,  with   Special  Refhrance  to  Recent 
Jf  icroscopic  Investigations  on  that  sul^ect,  Dr.  Edward  Curtis,  U.  8.  A^  chalrmaa. 

On  Operations  for  Hare- Up,  Dr.  A.  Hammer,  Missouri,  chairman. 

On  Clinical  Thermometery  in  Diphtheria,  Dr.  Joseph  G.  Richardson,  New 
Tork,  chairman. 

On  Inebriate  Asyluma,  Dr.  C.  H.  Nichola,  D.  C,  chairman. 

On  the  Influence  of  the  Pneumogastrio  Nerve  on  Spasmodie  tmA  Rytbnkal 
Hovemente  of  the  Lvngs,  Dr.  Thomas  Antisell,  D.  C,  chairman. 

To  Examine  into  the  Prtsant  Plan  of  Organization  and  Management  of  l^ 
United  States  Marine  Hospitals,  Dr.  D.  W.  Bliss,  U,  C,  chairman. 

On  the  Utilisatioa  of  Sewerage,  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  New  York,  chaiimaA. 

On  the  Influence  of  Quarantine  in  Preventing  the  Introduction  of  Diaeaae  iai* 
^«  ports  of  the  Diiited  States,  Dr.  Blidia  Hatria,  New  York,  cbairmaa. 

On  Nurse  Training  Institationai  Dr.  Samuel  D.  Gross,  Pennsylvania,  cbalnBan. 

On  Commissioners  lo  aid  in  Trials  Inv<4ving  Scientific  Testimony,  Dr.  Jobs 
Ordronaux,  New  York,  chairman. 

On  Annual  Medical  Register,  Dr.  John  H.  Packard,  Pennsylvania,  ckairaao. 

On  Demising  a  Plan  for  the  Belief  of  Widows  and  Orphaae  of  Medical  M€b» 
Ihr.  John  H.  Griscom,  New  York,  chairman. 

On  Veterinary  Colleges,  Dr.  Thomas  Antis^l,  D.  C,  chairman. 

On  Specialties  in  Medicine,  and  the  Propriety  of  Specialists  advartising,  Dr. 
H.  Lloyd  Howard,  Maryland,  chairman. 

On  Library  of  American  Medical  Works,  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  D.  C,  chairman. 

On  Vaccination,  Dr.  Henry  A.  Martin^  Massachusetts^  chairman. 

On  the  Decomposition  of  Urea  in  Unpmic  Poisoning,  Dr.  H.  R.  Noel,  Maryland, 
chairman. 

On  the  Best  Method  of  Treatment  for  the  Different  Forms  of  CMI  Palate,  Dr^ 
J.  R.  Whitehead,  New  York,  chairman. 

On  Rank  of  Medical  Men  in  the  Navy,  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  Illinois,  chairman. 

On  M«  dical  Ethics,  Dr.  D.  Francis  Condte,  Pennsylvania,  chairman. 

On  American  Medical  Necrology,  Dr.  C.  O.  Cox,  Maryland,  chairman. 

On  Medical  Education,  Dr.  J.  0.  Reev«,  Ohio,  chairman. 

On  Mfidlcar  Literature^  Dr.  B.  Warrei^  Maryland,  chairraah. 
On  Price  Bssagrs,  Dr.  8.  M.  Bemiss,  Lquitiaaa,  chairman. 
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On  the  Climatology  and  Epidemics  of  Maine,  Dr.  J.  G.  Weston ;  New  Hamp- 
shire, Dr.  P.  A.  Stackpole;  Vermont,  Dr.  Henry  Janes;  Massachasetts,  Dr.  H.  I. 
Bowditch;  Rhode  Island,  Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons;  Connecticnt,  Dr.  B.  E.  Hant;  New 
York,  Dr.  W.  F.  Thorns;  New  Jersey,'  Dr.  Ezra  Iff.  Hunt;  Pennsylrania,  Dr.  D.  F. 
Condie;  Maryland,  Dr.  0.  S.  Mahon;  Georgia,  Dr.  Jnriah  Harris;  Missoarl,  Dr. 
Geo.  Sngelman;  Alabama,  Dr.  B.  F.  Michel;  Texas,  Dr.  T.  J.  Heard;  Illinois,  Dr. 
R.  G.  Hamil;  Indiana,  Dr.  J.  F.  Hibberd;  IHstrict  of  Golambia,  Dr.  T.  Antisell; 
Iowa,  Dr.  J.  G.  Hughes;  Michigan,  Dr.  Abm.  Sager;  Ohio,  Dr.  T.  L.  Neal;  Gali- 
fomia,  Dr.  F.  W.  Hatch;  Tennessee,  Dr.  B.  W.  Avent;  West  Virginia,  Dr.  E.  A. 
Hildreih;  Minnesota^  Dr.  Samael  Wiley;  Virginia,  Dr.  W.  0.  Owen;  Delaware, 
Dr.  L.  B.  Bosh ;  Arkansas,  G.  W.  Lawrence ;  Mississippi,  Dr.  — »  Gompton ;  Lon- 
isiana,  Dr.  L.  T.  Plsm. 

Secretaries  of  all  medical  organisationB  are  requested  to  forward 
lists  of  their 'delegates  as  soon  as  elected,  to  the  Permanent  Secretary. 

Any  respectable  physician  who  may  desire  to  attend,  bat  can  not 
do  so  as  a  delegate,  may  be  made  a  member  by  invitation^  npon  the 
leeommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

W.  B.  Atkinson. 

American  Medical  Association — Meeting  at  New  Orleans,  Tues- 
day, May  4th,  1869. 

I  am  anthorized  by  the  Atlantic  k  Mississippi  Steamship  Oompanj  of  St.  Louis 
to  aay,  that  they  will  carry  doctors  and  their  ladies  to  attend  the  meetiftg  of  the 
Aworiation,  at  the  following  sates,  viz: 

Tnm  St.  Loslt  to  New  Orleans,  each  puiettger,       ........       |ao.00 

«•     Cairo         ••  •*  •* 18.00 

"     Menphie  "  "  "  "  -         15.00 


FfeMB  Nev  Oricant  to  Meaphie,  MUih  puBenger,       .....«•-       $15.00 

"  "  "  OUro,  "  " lft.00 

••  •*  "St.  LoQii,     ••  "  S0.00 

The  Companj  start  a  first  class  steamer  from  St  Louis  erery  forty  eight  honrs, 
Sundays  included,  and  the  nsnal  time  from  St  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  is  about  six 
days,  and  from  Cairo  to  New  Orleans,  about  four  and  a  half  days.  Passengers  can 
go  <m  any  of  their  boats  at  the  above  rates^  which  includes  meals  and  state-rooms. 

The  steamer  which  will,  however,  take  down  the  great  body  of  the  doctors 
wishing  to  travel  by  the  river,  will  leave  St  Louis  at  five  o'clock  p.  x ,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  28th  of  April;  Cairo  on  Thursday  evening;  after  the  arrival  of  the  afternoon 
train  on  the  Illinois  Central  R^lroad;  and  Memphis  on  Friday  evening,  reaching 
Hew  Orleans  firom  MoUday  noon  to  Tuesday  morning. 

Parties  arriving  by  railroad,  to  take  this  boat,  at  either  St  Louis,  Cairo,  or 
Monphia,  had  better  make  thieir  calculations  to  reach  the  point  of  embarkation,  at 
least  one  train  in  advance  of  the  time  of  the  boat's  departure.  But,  if  any  one 
should  arrive  at  Cairo  or  Memphis  too  late  for  this  boat,  he  will  find  one  or  more 
boats  passing  for  New  Orleans  every  day,  at  ordinary  fare.  ^  j 
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It  was  deemed  best  to  make  the  arrangement  for  a  definite  fare  each  wa/,  sa 
that  one  can  go  either  down  or  up,  or  both,  as  he  maj  choose,  hj  the  rirer,  and 
know  in  advance  just  what  he  will  hare  to  paj. 

To  arail  hiouelf  of  this  boat,  one  may  apply  on  board,  making  it  known  that 
he  is  on  his  way  to  attend  the  Association,  or,  perhaps,  better  write  me  a  line  as 
early  as  conrenient,  stating  how  many  ladies,  if  any,  will  accompany  him. 

Good  steamers  also  leare  Loaisyille  for  New  Orleans  erery  two  or  three  days, 
occupying  firom  six  to  seven  days  in  the  passage  down.  If  a  considerable  number 
of  doctors  should  wish  to  take  passage  from  Louisville,  and  would  make  applica- 
tion in  a  body  to  B.  T.  Sturgeon,  Superintendent  Louisville  k  New  Orleans  Packet 
Company,  at  Louisville,  or  the  Captain  of  a  Steamer,  staYting  at  the  proper  time, 
he  would  probably  give  them  a  liberal  reduction  from  the  ordinary  &re,  which 
varies  from  thirty  to  forty  dollars,  acccording  to  the  style  and  accommodation  of 
the  boat 

From  Cincinnati,  no  suitable  boat  can  be  taken  through  to  New  Orleans,  but 
the  Cincinnati  k  Louisville  U.  S.  Hail  Lme,  will  take  one  going  to  the  Association, 
from  Cincinnati  to  Louisville,  on  one  of  their  fine  boats,  and  from  thence  to  New  Or- 
leans by  rail,  for  forty  dollars,  and  return  him  on  the  same  route  to  Cincinnati,  free. 
Two  Hail  Boats  leave  Cincinnati  every  day  at  twelve  u^  and  six  o'clock  p.  m., 
except  Sundays,  one  at  twelve  m.  I  am  not  advised  as  to  what  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  other  railroads.  Jamib  F.  Hibbied,  M.  D.^  Biekmond,  Ind, 

A  8UB8CBIBXB  in  Miflflouri  presents  the  following  interrogatories,  and 
we  shall  be  yery  grateful  if  some  of  oar  readers  will  respond  to  them; 
indeed  we  believe  the  J<mmal  can  be  rendered  especially  interesting 
and  instmctive,  by  haying  a  department  devoted  to  the  presentation  of 
professional  inquiries  and  answers  to  them: 

"  What  is  the  pathology  of  dropsy  setting  in  suddenly,  in  cases  where  persons 
have  been  constant  drinkers  for  years  ?  Is  it  necessary  in  such  cases  of  dropsy, 
that  some  organic  lesion  of  the  heart  should  be  first  superinduced?  Is  dropsy  af- 
fecting persons  who  have  drunk  say  from  five  to  ten  years,  ever  curable  7  What  is 
the  most  rational  treatment  in  such  cases  7  Having  had  a  large  experience  in  cases 
similar  to  the  above  named,  and  not  finding  any  very  satisfactory  description  of 
them  in  any  work,  I  take  the  liberty  of  making  the  above  inquiries." 

An  Indiana  physician  recently  wrote  ns,  protesting  against  that 
feature  of  the  law,  recently  before  the  Indiana  Legislature,  to  regulate 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery,  which  permits  a  man,  no  matter 
how  infamous  a  quack  he  may  be,  to  continue  his  nefarious  trade,  if 
he  has  been  engaged  in  it  for  at  least  ten  years — thus  recognizing  long 
continuance  in  crime  as  a  license. 

We  must  firankly  say  that  we  have  but  little  faith  in  any  law  being 
sitstained  in  the  courts,  should  the  test  be  made,  which  interferes  with 
.  those  already  engaged  in  practice.    A  right  once  even  tacitly  granted 
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by  tlie  State,  and  accepted  and  exercised,  can  not  readily  be  with- 
drawn; or,  in  other  words,  a%.  ex  pott  facto  law  will  not  be  upheld. 
And  our  hope  for  better  qualified  physicians  is  not  in  legislating  for 
those  who  are  already  in  the  profession,  but  for  those  who  are  yet  to 
enter  it.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  one  thing  is  certain,  as  long  as  col- 
leges are  dependent  upon  students  for  support,  a  higher  standard  of 
qualifications  for  license  or  diplomas  is  not  soon  probable  ]  and  hence, 
the  great  step  to  be  taken  is,  divorce  tectchinff  from  licennn^ — let  the  men 
who  examine  and  give  degrees,  have  no  connection  whatever  with  med- 
ieal  colleges — be  entirely  independent  of  them.  But  we  must  defer 
other  remarks  upon  this  subject  to  a  future  number. 

At  a  hzsting  of  the  CoTington  and  Newport  Medical  Society,  held 
at  Coyington,  Kentucky,  February  19th,  1869,  at  the  residence  of  Dr. 
R.  Pretlow,  the  death  of  Wm.  Hays  was  announced,  whereupon  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Drs.  T.  N.  Wise,  Henderson  and  Jessup,  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  resolutions  expressiye  of  the  sense  of  the  Society  in 
regard  to  the  sad  eyent.     The  committee  reported  the  following : 

WBiaxAB,  It  has  pleased  Almightj  God,  in  the  wise  dispensation  of  his  Proyi- 
dence,  to  take  from  among  us  our  friend  and  co-laborer,  Dr.  Wm.  Hays,  in  the 
morning  of  his  professional  usefnlness ;  therefore, 

Rt96bHd^  That  we  proudly  bear  testimony  to  the  calmness  with  which  our 
friend  met  the  rapid  approach  of  the  fril  destrojer,  death,  and  that  we  are  beyond 
measnns  gratified  in  knowing  that  it  found  him  all  prepared. 

R£9ohedf  Thftt  we  sincerelj  deplore  the  death  of  our  friend,  who  had  bound 
himself  with  strong  cords  to  our  hearts,  by  a  most  consistent  professional  deport- 
ment and  his  many  manly  virtues. 

Reaolved^  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Hays,  our  profession  has  lost  one  of  its 
brilliant  ornaments,  and  society  a  most  useful  member. 

Eetokfed,  That  the  Medical  Society  offers  to  the  bereaved  &mily  of  Dr.  Hays 
our  warmest  and  most  heartfelt  sympathy. 

Buohftd^  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  published  in  the  city  papers  and 
in  the  Cincinnati  medical  journals,  the  W99tem  Jcumal  of  Medidnej  the  Jiiekmond 
and  Lommnlie  Medical  Journal^  and  that  a  copy  also  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased. 

On  THE  29th  of  March,  jnst  as  the  last  form  of  the  Journal  was 
going  to  press,  we  received  from  the  office  of  the  Richmond  and  Lou* 
iimlte  Medical  Journal,  the  proof-sheets  of  two  letters  from  Dr.  Bald* 
win,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  President  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  one  from  Dr.  J.  G.  Nott,  formerly  of  Mobile,  now  of 
New  York,  accompanied  with  the  statement :  ^'  Dr.  Baldwin  desires  the 
medical  journals  of  the  country  to  publish  these  letters  in  fulL  or  give 
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an  tnalysis  of  tbem  in  April."  The  correspondence  came  altogether 
too  late,  even  if  it  were  not  too  long,  for  publication ;  and  we  mast  be 
content  with  a  brief  reference  to  some  of  its  salient  features. 

Dr.  Baldwin,  under  date  of  March  2d,  writes  to  Dr.  Nott,  urging 
his  attendance  at  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  Association,  states 
that  the  great  mass  of  southern  physicians  are  in  full  sympathy  with 
the  AssociaUon,  that  the  few  who  are  dissatisfied  ground  their  com- 
plaint upon  the  rejection  of  the  Gardner  resolutions  in  1864;  he  then 
discusses  these  resolutions,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  action  of  the 
Association,  Ac.,  ftc;  finally,  promising  a  hospitable  welcome*  to  the 
delegates  at  New  Orleans  next  May. 

Dr.  Nott  replies  briefiy  under  date  of  March  9th,  speaks  of  the 
kindness  of  the  profession  to  him  in  New  York,  refers  briefly  to  the 
Oardner  resolutions,  Ac,  and  concludes  thus:  "My  many  old  friends 
must  throw  aside  all  minor  considerations  and  come  forward  in  sus- 
taining your  efibrts  to  maintain  the  true  honor  of  the  south,  the  dig- 
nity of  the  profession  and  the  cause  of  humanity." 

The  third  letter  is  to  Dr.  Oaillard.  If  Dr  G.,  who  lost  an  arm  in 
the  war,  if  Dr.  Nott,  who  lost  his  two  sons  thus,  and  Dr.  Baldwin, 
whose  only  son  likewise  perished  in  the  strife,  are  foremost  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  amity  and  cordial  friendship,  not  even  the  smallest  frag- 
ment of  the  southern  profession  ought  to  feel  or  act  otherwise. 

Vaocjinb  Aoent  of  Wsstebn  Viboikia. — Dr.  J.  C.  Hupp  was 
appointed  State  Vaccine  Agent  a  few  days  since  by  Governor  Steven- 
son. Dr.  Hupp,  we  believe,  has  filled  this  position  since  the  forma- 
tion of  the  State,  and  has  given  universal  satisfaction. 

Our  Fbienb  Dr.  J.  D.  Jackson,  of  Kentucky,  requests  us  to  make 
the  following  announcement:  All  the  railroads  in  Kentucky,  the 
"Kentucky  Central"  excepted,  have  offered  half -fare  (full  fare  going, 
return  free,)  to  delegates  attending  the  "American  Medical  Associa- 
tion" at  New  Orleans,  in  May  next.  The  "Louisville  k  Nashville  & 
Memphis  Railway,"  have  very  kindly  effected  an  arrangement  with  the 
roads  connecting  with  it  south,  by  which  through  half-fare  tickets  to 
New  Orleans  can  be  obtained  at  Louisville. 

NoTWiTHBTANBiNa  the  addition  of  four  pages  to  this  number  of 
the  Jimrnal^  we  still  find  ourselves  compelled  to  defer  several  matters, 
bibliographic,  items  of  news,  editorial  notices,  et  cet^  until  our  next 
issue. 
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Thus  It  vill  be  seen  that  if  man  has  pawlons  which  impel  him  to  the  deetroction  of  man,  if 
ke  be  the  only  animal  who,  despising  his  natural  means  of  attack  and  defence,  has  doTfaed  new 
mmam  «f  dastmetion,  he  is  aloo  the  oalj  aalaal  who  has  the  destn,  ct  the  power,  to  nUere  the 
ssiiGrinKS  of  his  fellow  citiaens,  and  in  whom  the  co-existenoe  of  reason  and  benetolence  attests 
a  moral  as  well  as  an  Intellectual  superiority.— Gsathi'  CLiincA.L  MsDicim. 
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ACCOMMODATIVE    ASTHENOPIA. 


BY  DE.  J.  O.  BOOMB8,  M ADIflOM,  IMD. 


Thii  annoying  affection  of  the  eyee,  the  sooree  of  bo  mnoh  phjB- 
ieal  and  mental  misery,  remained  a  0ub|eot  of  pnre  speculation  and 
enpirieiam,  from  the  birthday  of  medical  soienoe  almoet  to  the  present 
time.  In  the  last  decade,  however,  Donders  and  others,  in  their  ex- 
kaastiTe  researches  in  the  physiology  of  the  eye,  have  been  led  to  a 
eemplete  elucidation  of  the  pathology  of  this  hitherto  mysterious  mal- 
ady, so  that  now  it  is  so  clear  and  exact  that  he  that  runs  may  read. 
As  a  consequence  of  this  exact  pathology,  sadly  too  often  lacking  in 
Btny  instances  of  diseases,  the  treatment  and  cure  are  now  as  fixed 
tod  certain  as  any  thing  relating  to  so  complex  a  machine  as  the  phys- 
leal  man  can  be. 

Asthenopia  is  characterised  by  intermittent  blurring  of  Tision,  ten- 
sion around  eyes  and  frontal  region,  yarions  facial  neuralgia,  lachry- 
■ation,  congestion  of  conjunctiya,  slight  intolerance  of  light,  &c.,  all 
induced  or  aggravated  by  reading,  sewing,  or  other  close  work.  It  is 
essentially  an  irritability  of  the  ciliary  apparatus  of  the  eye.  This 
irritability  is  due  to  exoessiye  straining  in  the  effort  to  accommodate 
the  yision  for  near  objects.  This  excess  of  effort  may  either  be  f«{a- 
five,  as  where,  owing  to  debility,  the  muscle  is  not  able  to  do  a  normal 
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amottnt  of  work  in  accommodating,  or  it  may  be  necessitated  by  the 
condition  of  the  bypermetropia,  an  abnormal  proximity  of  retina  and 
crystalline  lens.  This  arrangement  of  the  optical  apparatas  requires 
an  abnormal  intensity  of  action  on  tbe  part  of  the  eilliary  mnsele  in 
all  positive  accommodation,  snch  as  is  essential  in  viewing  near  objects. 
This  strain  can  be  borne  without  inconvenience,  until  the  age  of  thirty 
or  thirty-five  years,  if  not  excessive.  Then,  by  the  gradual  failure  of 
accommodative  power,  it  will  have  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
induce  an '  irritability  of  the  muscle  itself,  and  if  continued,  finally,  a 
train  af  reflex  irritations  referable  to  the  various  nerves  of  the  head 
and  face,  and  sometimes  of  the  whole  nervous  system.  Such  cases  are 
truly  pitiable,  for  often  the  suffering  has  continued  for  years,  in  spite 
of  all  sorts  of  empirical  efforts. 

At  a  much  earlier  age,  asthenopia  will  supervene,  in  hypermetropic 
eyes,  if  the  strain  if  excessive  tind  eoiUinuedj  as  in  all  employments  requir- 
ing close  and  fixed  vision.  These  two  varieties  of  accommodative  asthe- 
nopia, that  ftom  hypermetropia,  and  that  from  debility,  may  coincide  in 
the  same  cases,  and  generally  do,  as  even  when  the  congenital  defect  is 
very  considerable,  unless  debility  assists  in  the  evil,  the  powers  of  the 
eilliary  muscle  will  be  able  to  overcome  the  deficiency  without  any  un- 
pleasant result,  until  age  weakens  them.  Hence,  asthenopia  is  oftenest 
found  in  constitutions  broken  down  by  uterine  disease,  spermatorrhoea, 
iudulgence  in  prostrating  vices,  &c.  However,  it  is  present  sometimes 
iu  the  most  robust  persons.  In  such  cases,  there  is  always  marked 
hypermetropia. 

The  indications  for  treatment  are  to  afford  artificial  accommodative 
power,  and  remove  nervous  and  muscular  debility  and  their  causes. 
As  to  the  latter,  the  requisite  therapeutics,  all  will  know  and  need  not 
to  be  particularised.  The  artificial  assistanee  to  the  accommodation 
is  afforded  by  a  convex  lens.  As  before  intimated,  hypermetropia  is 
due  to  an  abnormal  nearness  of  retina  and  crystalline  lens.  This  makes 
requisite  a  relatively  abnormal  increase  of  convergent  power  on  the  part 
of  the  lens,  in  order  to  concentrate  the  rays  emanating  from  any  object 
on  the  retina.  This  increase  of  power  may  be  obtained  by  interposing 
an  artificial  lens.  Its  strength  should  be  proportionate  to  the  natural 
deficiency.  The  d^^ee  of  this  deficiency  may  be  determined  by  sev- 
eral methods.  The  simplest  is  that  of  comparing  the  nearest  point  of 
distinct  vision  in  a  given  case,  with  the  near  point  normal  to  that  age. 
The  working  formula  is  as  follows:  Unity  divided  by  normal  near 
point,  minus  unity  divided  by  given  near  point,  equals  the  hyperme- 
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Irapia.  Tbe  denominator  of  the  last  fraotion  indicatee  ike  fooal  length 
of  a  glass  whieh  will  totally  aaonl  the  hjpermetropia.  In  praotiee, 
however,  it  is  fonnd  to  be  better  to  use  a  glass  of  somewhat  less  power, 
ss  the  habit  of  over-exertion  is  not  to  be  snddenlj  laid  sside  withont 
ineonvenience.  Eventaally,  tiie  whole  deftcieney  may  be  artificially 
Mpplied. 

The  following  eases  illnstrate  the  f!»regoing:  8.  W*-«— ,  aged  ten 
years,  stsrong  and  healthy,  presented  herself  as  suffering  severely  from 
neuralgia  of  the  forehead.  In  answer  to  questions,  complained  of 
inability  to  read  withont  indacing  severe  pain  and  tension  in  frontal 
region,  watering  of  eyes,  blurring  ef  vision,  headache,  &c.  On  care- 
ful examination  by  the  means  before  noted,  also  by  ophthalmoscope  and 
by  test  glasses  at  distance,  I  found  a  hypermetropia  of  one-thirtieth, 
that  is,  a  deficiency  of  convergent  power  equivalent  to  the  force  of  a 
thirty  iiicb  lens.  The  asthenopia  had  supervened,  in  the  course  of  a 
winter's  severe  study  at  school,  the  patient  being  remarkably  diligent 
for  one  of  her  age.  It  had  been  increasing  for  six  months,  and  lately 
had  entirely  prevented  her  from  reading.  A  forty-eight  inch  glass  was 
applied;  with  it  all  the  discomfort  was  gone  at  once,  and  she  was  able 
to  read  for  half  an  hour  or  more  with  ease  and  distinctness.  She  was 
ordered  to  wear  tpectaeUi  with  the  same  power,  until  all  trouble  had 
disappeared.  This  she  did  for  three  weeks,  during  which  time  she 
ezperieneed  little  or  no  suffering,  being  able,  in  the  meantime,  to  con- 
tinue her  studies  at  school.  They  were  then  laid  aside.  Vacation, 
with  its  rest,  completed  the  cure.  A  year  later,  the  same  causes  in- 
duced the  return  of  asthenopia,  but  a  short  term  of  assistance  from 
the  spectacles  again  afforded  complete  relief.  Another  year  has  since 
passed;  no  occasion  for  treatment  has  occurred,  but  the  little  patient 
cherishes  her  glasses,  well  knowing,  from  experience,  what  good  friends 
they  Biay  be  in  time  of  need,  although  they  have  brought  upon  her 
the  9oubriquet  of  "little  old  woman,''  a  title  which  the  Berio-comio 
appearance  of  a  child  of  ten  years  with  spectacles,  would  induce  one 
naturally  to  apply. 

In  this  case,  asthenopia  was  induced  by  excessive  straining  of  ac- 
commodation in  a  case  of  marked  hypermetropia. 

In  the  following,  debility  cooperated  with  the  congenital  deficiency, 
to  induce  the  same  condition,  but  in  a  hundred  fold  more  painful 
degree,  and  much  more  obstinate : 

Mrs. ,  aged  thirty  years,  when  first  seen,  had  suffered  for  two 

years  from  asthenopia  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mere  effort  of  fixing 
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Tision  for  a  moment  induoed  aerere  frontal  pains,  tootliaofae,  laehry^ 
nation,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  and  an  intolerably  *'  nerrons  "  oondi^ 
tion  of  the  whole  system,  even  pains  in  the  lower  extremities.  Coupled 
with  this,  was  an  inability  to  walk  or  make  any  marked  exertion  with- 
out the  same  exhibition  of  inability  of  the  whole  muscular  and  nervous 
system.  The  foundation  of  all  this  trouble  was,  chronic  metritia  with 
retroyersion,  which  had  existedf  or  several  years.  On  examining  the 
eyes,  I  found  a  hypermetropia  of  one  twenty-fourth.  Number  thirty 
glasses  were  ordered  to  be  worn  constantly.  The  habit  of  oyer  exer- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  aooommodatiye  apparatus,  was  ao  ixed,  how- 
ever,  that  their  assistance  was  not  kindly  accepted,  and  no  change  was 
experienced.  Thereupon  the  ciliary  muscle  was  paralysed  by  installa- 
tions of  atropia,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  continue  this  fbr  five 
months  before  the  habit  was  obviated.  Then  the  glasses  were  com- 
fbrtably  borne,  and  began  to  fulfil  the  indication  of  doing  part  of  the 
work,  of  accommodation,  which,  in  ordinary  cases,  they  will  do  ftom 
the  moment  of  applying  them.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  two 
years,  the  irritability  of  the  eyes  has  gradually  lessened,  and  now  the 
patient  can  read  for  a  short  time  quite  comfortably.  In  the  meantime, 
the  glasses  are  constantly  worn,  though  at  times,  they  are  laid  aside 
without  discomfort.  Moreover,  by  rational  application  of  every  possi- 
ble means,  the  general  nervous  irritability  ancT  its  cause,  the  organic 
uterine  lesions,  have  been  slowly  made  to  succumb,  until  now,  although 
yet  somewhat  an  invalid,  the  patient  expresses  herself  as  enjoying  a 
comparative  elysium,  when  she  refers  to  the  torments  she  once  suf- 
fered. 

In  practice,  cases  of  asthenopia  present  themselves,  affording  great 
variety  of  symptoms.  Some  are  very  readily  relieved  by  simple  means ; 
others  require  great  perseverance  with  every  measure  that  can  be 
brought  to  bear.  The  latter,  are  those  in  which  general  nervous  debil- 
ity is  prominent.  All  of  them  should  be  objects  of  careful  attention 
from  the  medical  man,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  profession  will  im- 
prove its  very  generally  insufficient  knowledge  upon  this  subject,  for 
then  relief  will  be  accessible  to  thousands  of  suffiarers  who  now  bear 
their  ills  with  hopeless  fortitude. 

For  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  the  interested  reader  is 
referred  to  Soelberg  Wells'  late  work,  or  Donders  on  Re/ractiom  and 
Accommodation,  this  article  being  merely  a  hurried  note  written  for 
the  purpose  of  suggesting  attention  to  an  opprobrium  medtcarum  which 
ought  no  longer  to  remain  such. 
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THE  CONVERSION  OF  GRAVITY  INTO  ORGANIC  FORCE 
IN  RESUSCITATION  FROM  IMPENDING  DEATH  FROM 
OVER-DOSES  OF  CHLOROFORM. 


BT  K.  C.  m'XLBOT,  M.  D.,  ZANBSYILIiE,  OHK). 


Some  months  since,  a  leading  editorial  appeared  in  a  widely  eircu- 
btiig  eastern  medical  journal  "  on  the  medico-legal  relations  of  chlo- 
idorm"  the  pnrpose  of  which  was  to  show  the  necessity  for  coroners 
te  aeevie  the  serrices  of  ^* experts"  to  determine  definitely  whether 
dtath  was  due  to  chloroform  in  all  suspected  or  known  cases.  The 
whele  tenor  of  the  article  was  so  absurd,  that  within  a  few  hours  after 
the  reception  of  the  journal,  a  criticism  was  prepared,  embodying  the 
'Oaly  possible  definite  conception  of  ''how  chloroform  destroys  life," 
eoDsislent  with  the  known  facts  of  the  anatomy,  physiology  and  pathol- 
egy  of  the  human  body,  and  sent  to  the  editor.  As  the  criticism  had 
M  fogar-ooaling,  but  few  expectations  were  indulged  that  it  would  be 
psblished.  But  it  was  published,  (including  many  typographical  blun- 
den),  and  elicited  a  short  communication  from  a  southern  correspond^ 
««i,  commenting  on  it  finvorably,  and  asking  for  ''  more  light"  on  the 
abfeet;  and  detailing  a  case  of  impending  death  from  chloroform, 
itBcned,  apparently,  by  the  depression  of  the  patient's  head  and  shoul* 
tos.  Though  considerable  time  has  elapsed,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine 
tkat  a  reply  has  not  been  published  before. 

"AcnoM  or  Chloeofobic. —  •  •  •  •  1  amputated,  at  the  junction 
ef  die  spper  and  aiiddle  third,  the  right  arm  of  a  boy  four  years  old,  in  conse- 
fM&ee  of  a  leirere  injury  to  the  limb.  It  required  a  good  deal  of  chloroform  to 
pBodaee  aiuestheeia.  After  I  had  ligated  the  Teasel,  it  was  discovered  that  the 
fittlt  fellow  vas  rapidly  sinking.  Several  teaspoonfuls  of  whisky  were^given,  as 
leeg  as  he  could  swallow,  water  was  thrown  in  his  face,  etc.  By  this  time,  the 
pake  had  become  almost  imperceptible,  and  the  movements  of  the  thorax  had 
alaost  ceaaed.  Jvst  at  this  juncture  I  thought  of  elevating  the  table,  and  as  soon 
M  the  body  was  brought  to  about  an  angle  of  forty-five,  the  respiration  and  pulse 
siaort  immniHafffy  im^rofHd,  This  was  even  readily  observed  by  unprofessional 
ICfsoBi  present.  ♦  ♦  »  • 

**KoWy  will  Dr.  McElroy  tell  me  how  this  was  brought  about?  Of  course  I 
kaow  the  additional  flow  of  blood  to  the  head  caused  the  train  of  more  remote 
vital  proceasea  which  ended  in  recovery ;  but  the  brain  was  not  empty,  and  in 
what  way  does  the  additional  amount  cause  the  effect  produced  ?  Does  chloroform 
have  aay  tendency  to  dkcreau  the  amount  of  blood  in  the  brain,  thereby  causing 
the  heart  to  fidl  in  its  Ainctions,  or  does  the  drug  directly  act  upon  the  heart?  .^.^T^ 
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"Hoping  that  Dr.  H.  will  bring  his  erudition  in  the  "Philoeophj  of  Force" 
to  bear  on  this  subject,  I  remain  very  respectftilly.  J.  C.  Moblst,  M.  &. 

"HSBNANDO,  MxaSISSIFPi.'' 

To  understand  the  whole  matter  from  the  beginning,  it  may  be 
proper  to  state  that  when  death  oocurs  from  chloroform,  it  is  always 
due  t6  paralysis  of  the  heart  or  lungs,  or  both ;  further,  that  the  par- 
alysis is  invariably  owing  to  arrest  of  destructive  metamorphosis  in  the 
nerve  masses  supplying  their  dynamics,  vix:  cerebellum  and  medulla 
oblongata;  and  that  all  possible  lesions  are  confined  to  the  distribution 
of  the  circulation,  the  points  of  congestion  determined,  to  some  extent, 
by  the  primary  failure  of  the  heart  or  lungs.  If  the  lungs  fail  first, 
they  would  present  accumulations  of  the  circulation;  if  the  heart,  the 
greater  vessels,  organs,  &c.,  and  no  two  alike,  for  these  reasons.  Hence, 
a  very  slender  amount  of  thought  and  study  would  qualify  one  man, 
quite  as  much  as  another  with  large  experience,  to  determine  by  post- 
mortem^  whether  death  was  due  to  chloroform.  In  replying,  then,  to 
Dr.  Mobley,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  certain  fiindamental  propositions 
applicaUe  alike  to  his  case,  and  to  the  study  of  the  phenomena  of  all 
organic  life. 

Fir$i — The  hitherto  regarded  vital  force  or  forces  of  organic  life, 
seem  to  be  confined  entirely  to  the  preservation  of  the  types  and  forms 
of  organs,  tissues  and  textures,  in  the  midst  of  constantly  dissolving 
and  renewing  materials. 

The  so-called  vital  force,  or  forces,  have  hitherto  been  the  great 
stumbling  block  in  the  pathway  of  investigation  of  the  phenomena  of 
organic  life.  As  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  first  proposition,  the 
whole  of  pathological  anatomy,  disease  and  death  are  offered,  for,  if 
the  types  and  forms  of  organic  life  were  constantly  reproduced,  in  full 
dynamic  integrity,  all  organized  beings  would  be  immortal.  As  an 
appropriate  designation  of  the  so-called  vital  force,  or  forces,  and  as 
expressive  of  its  objects  and  purposes,  form  force  or  architect  of  organ- 
ization is  suggested — the  preserver  of  form  with  changing  material. 

Second — The  organizing  force,  that  which  builds  up  formless  or- 
ganic matter,  as  well  as  the  various  organs,  tissues  and  textures  of  the 
human  body,  under  the  control  of  the  form  force,  or  architect  of 
organization,  is  common  to  all  organic  nature,  and  is  connected  with 
the  ordinary  physical  forces  of  the  universe. 

These  two  propositions,  in  the  shape  in  which  they  are  here  given, 
are,  to  a  great  extent,  original  with  myself,  and  as  they  are  given  almost 
for  the  first  time  in  print,  lack  confirmation  and  acceptance  by  the 
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seienttfie  world.  They  are  aMamed  to  be  trae,  beeauM  they  aeoovBt 
for  and  explain  more  satisfactorily  than  any  previoiis  fornralation  of 
force,  all  the  varied  phenomena  of  organic  life. 

Third — ^That  the  dynamics  of  the  human  body  are  due,  in  tke 
main,  to  the  destmctiye  metamorphosis  of  its  own  nenre  and  other 
dasnes. 

That  arrest  of  destructiYe  metamorphosis  is  death.  After  death, 
putrefactive  decomposition  restores  the  elements  of  organic  matter 
back  to  their  stateift  in  the  inorganic  world. 

Fourth — ^That  fluids,  in  or  out  of  the  human  body,  obey  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  gravity,  when  uncontrolled  by  superior  forces  or  dynamicfl. 

Chloroform,  by  suspending  destructive  metamorphosis,  arrests  ^le 
liberation  of  force,  and  with  the  decrease  of  organic  force,  the  circu- 
lation comes  under  the  control  of  the  ordinary  laws  of  gravitatk>B, 
and  settles  to  the  most  dependent  parts* of  its  circuit  in  the  dying  body. 
Some  parts  losing  blood  would  appear  pale  and  flftbby,  while  others 
gaining  it  would  present  congestions,  &e. 

With  these  fundamental  principles  for  our  guidance,  Dr.  MoUey's 
inquiries  can  be  satisfactorily  answered. 

The  facts  of  the  boy's  case,  so  ftr  as  they  conoem  the  present 
investigation,  may  be  summed  up  as  follows : 

Firtt — That  he  must  have  been  severely  shocked  by  ^e  accident 
to  the  limb,  rendering  amputation  necessary. 

By  shock  must  be  understood  a  more  or  less  complete  suspension 
of  nutrition,  or  constructive  metamorphosis,  as  well  as  of  oxidation^  or 
destructive  metamorphosis.  These  organic  processes  of  life  at  the  time 
of  deepest  depression,  are  nearly  brought  to  a  stand -still.  What  is 
called  reaction,  is  a  practical  resumption  of  nutrition,  with  a  largely 
increased  waste,  or  oxidation,  the  increased  waste  being  more  generally 
manifested  by  increased  temperature  of  the  body,  though  occasionally 
by  mechanical  results  in  addition,  as  spasms,  convulsions  and  tetanus. 

Second — Chloroform  has  to  be  given  largely  and  for  a  considera- 
ble time,  to  obtain  the  desired  ansssthesia. 

Third — That  in  obtaining  the  requisite  degree  of  amesthesia,  the 
motor  power  of  the  heart  and  lungs  was  nearly,  if  not  quite,  suspended. 

Fourth — ^That  he  was  resuscitated  from  impending  death,  appar- 
ently, by  placing  his  head  and  chest  in  a  dependent  position — ^angle  of 
forty-five  degrees,  though  other  means  were  used. 

A  earefol  study  of  these  fkcts,  guided  by  the  propositions  hereto- 
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fiwe  kud  down,  wiU,  it  is  beUeTed,  jpoiat  to  aad  jitstify  tba  following 
eoneluflioiis : 

First — That  from  the  shock  of  the  aooideat  to  the  patient^  nutri- 
tkn  in  his  syatem  was  rery  aearly,  if  aot  wholly  arrrested. 

Second — ^That  oxidataon,  waste,  or  destmctiTe  metamorphosis,  if  re- 
action had  heen  established,  was  largely  increased. 

What  are  called  tHmukmU^  as  alcohol  and  malt  liquors,  opium,  &c., 
siaif^ly  serre  to  hold  this  waste  in  partial  check,  while  they  are  uaed. 
They  do  not  add  anything  to  the  sum  of  the  forces  of  life,  they  simply 
supply  eonditioDS  to  limit  moleoular  transformations,  both  of  nutrition 
and  oxidation,  bat  more  notably  of  oxidation  or  destructive  metamor- 
pkosis.  Dr.  M.  does  not  say  anything  about  his  temperature  either 
befere,  during,  or  after  the  operation,  but  it  is  well  nigh  certain  that 
it  mast  hare  been  sereral  degrees  above  natural,  at  the  time  the  chlo- 
rofom  was  givea. 

With  nutrition  arrested,  and  the  waste  of  the  body  more  or  leas 
increased,  as  would  have  been  shown  by  an  increase  of  temperature, 
though  the  waste  was  probaUy  less  in  the  nerve  masses  than  elsewhere, 
as  would  have  been  shown  by  the  state  of  the  pupil,  and  the  absence 
of  mechanical  phenomena,  as  spasms,  and  convulsions,  the  correlation 
of  the  waste,  was,  most  likely,  increased  heat,  which  always  indicates 
iMveased  waste  of  tissifte. 

Third — ^That  the  chloroform,  did,  in  fact,  suspend  the  molecular 
transformations  in  the  nerve  masses  furnishing  the  force  or  dynamics 
for  the  working  of  the  heart  and  lungs. 

Though  it  may  never  be  vouchsafed  to  material  vision  to  watoh 
with  the  naked  eye,  each  little  molecule  or  particle  of  organic  matter^ 
braak  away  f^m  its  highest  state  of  organisation,  combining  with  its 
beloved  oxygen,  forming  new  and  simple  compounds,  simultaneously 
liberating  the  dynamics  or  forces  of  organic  life;  yet,  as  the  antecedent 
and  consequent  are  definitely  known,  definite  conceptions  of  the  mode 
or  modes  by  which  the  ends  are  accomplished,  are  best  obtained  by 
studying  matter  and  force  in  more  elementary  states.  Conclusions 
arrived  at  in  this  way,  have  probabilities  of  truth,  and  if  they  explain 
and  harmonise  all  the  facts,  conditions  and  circumstances  present,  must 
be  so  accepted.    Mental  vision,  however,  can  alone  oomprehend  them. 

Fawrth — That  the  diminished  motor  power  of  the  heart  and  hmga, 
owing  to  the  nearly  total  arrest  of  oxidation,  placed  Ae  cireulation 
more  and  more  under  the  control  of  the  ordinary  force  of  gravitation 
than  it  was  before  the  chloroform  was  given,  and  as  a  consequence, 
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Uood  amred  at  and  departed  from  the  brain  and  nerve  maaaea  niiieli 
flMre  alowly  and  imperfeetly,  with  less  of  tke  daatractiye  as  well  as 
life  giTiDg  oxygen  than  was  necessary  to  carry  on  destmctiTe  meta- 
morplkosis  to  furnish  the  requisite  force  for  their  functions.  Dimiu* 
kked  reapiralion  supplied  less  oxygen,  diminishad  yolume  of  eireula* 
tion  less  blood,  than  was  needful  for  the  purposes  of  life. 

^/th — That  by  depressing  the  head  and  chest  of  the  patient^  the 
Mood,  obeying  the  law  of  gravity,  passed  to  the  brain  and  nenre  masses, 
the  then  lowest  portions  of  the  body,  in  fyier  quantity;  and  with  the 
increased  volume  of  blood,  increased  quantity  of  destructive  oxygen: 
the  conditions  being  supplied,  destructive  metam^phosis  was  reammad 
in  the  nerve  masses,  with  the  result  of  liberating  more  force,  and  with 
inereasing  force,  the  lungs  and  heart  slowly  resumed  their  functiona. 
Dr.  Mobley  then  and  th^e  transmuted  gravity  into  organic  force — 
gravity  disappearing— organic  force  reappearing — the  oorrelatioa  of 
one  mode  of  force  into  another — with  the  result  of  saving  his  patient's 
fife,  for  the  other  means  employed,  in  the  absence  of  the  conversion  of 
gravity  into  organic  force,  must  have  surely  failed. 

This,  it  seems  to  me,  presents  an  understandable,  and  to  my  men- 
tal vision,  a  most  pracHcal  explanation  of  the  phsnomena  attending 
Ih'.  Mobley's  case  of  impending  death  from  the  inhalation  of  chloro- 
form, and  the  rescue  of  his  patient  by  the  depression  of  his  head  and 
eheat. 


ON  THE  INTERNAL  ADMINISTRATION  OF  ASTRINGENTS 
IN  HEMORRHAGE,*      

BY  DR.   J.   R.  WEI8T,   RICHMOND,  IND. 


In  former  times,  when  the  parts  played  by  witnre  and  art  in  the 
cure  of  disease  were  less  definitely  known  than  now,  theory  led  to  the 
adminiatration  of  many  and  various  drugs  in  cases  of  disease,  and  the 
jwH  Aoc,  ergo  propter  hoc  mode  of  reasoning,  so  common  among  phy- 
sicians, decided  upon  their  curative  or  non-curative  influence,  while 
the  reapeot  that  attaches  to  the  dicta  of  the  fathers  of  medicine,  lead, 
in  many  instances,  to  an  almost  universal  belief  in  the  remedial  action 
of  agents,  that  are  now  known  to  be  either  without  influence,  or  deci- 
dedly harmful,  in  the  conditions  in  which  they  were  administered. 


ntMd  before  the  Wayne  Gounty  Hedicia  Society,  April  1>  18<«. 
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We  can  not  flatter  oarselreB  with  the  belief  that^he  errors  of  this 
kind  are  things  of  the  past  only,  for  it  is  a  fact  that  ean  not  be  ques- 
tioned, that  despite  the  floods  of  light  that  have  been  thrown  npon  the 
real  nature  of  many  diseases,  and  the  therapeutic  action  of  most  medi- 
cines during  the  last  few  decades  by  the  aid  of  pathology,  chemistry 
and  the  microscope,  many  physicians,  at  the  present  time,  daily  admin- 
ister drugs  with  full  fiiith  and  confidence  in  their  medical  action,  whose 
ehdm  to  a  place  among  the  medical  agents  applicable  to  the  condition 
ohserred,  is  unreal  and  unsubstantial. 

Beflections  of  this  kind  lately  passed  through  my  mind  while  witness- 
ing an  alarming  attack  of  pulmonary  hemorrhage,  and  seeking  to  decide 
upon  the  best  measures,  medical  and  otherwise,  to  be  instituted  for  the 
well  being  of  my  patient.  Within  the  last  few  days,  a  serious  case  of 
uterine  hemorrhage,  of  which  I  hare  had  charge,  has  served  to  recall 
them ;  therefore,  I  propose  to  briefly  present  some  of  the  conclusions 
arriyed  at  in  relation  to  the  ralue  in  these  cases  of  a  certain  class 
of  medicines  that  hare  been,  from  almost  "time  immemorial,"  much 
relied  on  in  the  treatment  of  these  same  hemorrhages — pulmonary  and 
uterine:  I  refer  to  astringents.  I  can  hardly  deem  it  necessary  to 
refer  to  authorities,  to  sustain  the  statement  that  astringents  are  much 
relied  on  by  the  majority  of  the  profession  in  the  treatment  of  hemor- 
rhage from  the  lungs  and  uterus,  when  scarcely  an  author  is  known  to 
me,  who,  when  detailing  the  treatment  to  be  practiced  in  these  eases, 
does  not  recommend  their  use  upon  the  ground  that  their  property  of 
astringency  will  exert,  if  not  a  curative  influence,  at  least  a  restrain- 
ing one  on  the  bleeding. 

In  presuming  to  question  the  truth  of  the  opinions  so  generally 
held,  in  relation  to  the  value  of  astringents  when  administered  inter- 
nally in  the  hemorrhages  referred  to,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  deny  that 
a  certain  remedial  value  may,  and  perhaps  often  does  attach  to  them 
under  such  circumstances,  only  that  this  value  comes  from  and  is  de- 
pendent on  their  astringent  qualities. 

To  show  what  I  mean,  Prof.  Harrison>l^  among  others,  hold,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  well  known  astringent,  acetate  of  lead,  that  '4ts  capa- 
bility of  arresting  uterine  hemorrhage  has  been  most  thoroughly  tested 
by  an  enlarged  experience  of  the  entire  body  of  the  profession,"  and 
that  "  in  hemoptysis  its  astringent  property  has  been  amply  displayed." 
Now,  while  it  is  admitted  that  this  "enlarged  experience"  may  show 
that  the  medicine,  acetate  of  lead,  does  sometimes  exert  some  curative 
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aetioB  in  these  cases,  it  entirely  fails  to  sliow  tbat  it  does  so  in  conse- 
quence of  any  astringent  quality  it  possesses,  and  tbat  its  good  effects  are 
not  entirely  owing  to  its  action  as  a  sedatiye.  Tet  this  medicine,  as  well 
as  alum,  and  the  vegetable  astringents,  tannin,  kino,  catechu,  rhatany, 
galls,  &e.,  are  administered  daily  in  cases  of  hemorrhage,  under  the 
belief  that  they  will  do  good  in  consequence  of  their  exerting  a  oon* 
stringing  influence  upon  the  capillary  blood  vessels,  and  the  power  they 
possess  of  coagulating  or  precipitating  albumen — effects  they  are  known 
to  produce  when  externally  applied  to  bleeding  surfaces — that  their 
action  is  the  same,  whether  used  as  externa)  or  internal  medicines. 

In  an  effort  to  show  that  the  assumption  that  astringents,  when  ad- 
ministered internally,  control  pulmonary  and  uterine  hemorrhage  by 
virtue  of  their  astringency,  is  an  entirely  gratuitous  one,  it  beeoses 
necessary  to  examine  the  theories  proposed,  accounting  for  this  sup- 
posed power,  and  see  if  they  are  truthful  or  fallacious  in  eharaoler. 

Aecordiog  to  Dr.  Stille,*  the  manner  in  which  astringents  aet  in 
controlling  hemorrhage,  "  is  not  regarded  in  the  same  light  by  all  who 
have  examined  the  subject.^  Some  suppose  that  it  is  in  consequence 
of  their  power  to  coagulate  the  albumen  of  tbe  blood,  while  Br. 
Headlandf  holds  that  they  ^'act  directly  and  especially  on  muscu- 
lar fibre ;  they  cause  this  to  contract,  whether  it  be  striped  and  vol- 
untary, or  of  the  involuntary  and  unstriped  kind."  According  to  Mb 
view,  'Uhey  are  taken  into  the  blood  in  a  state  of  solution,"  they  ^^pass 
through  the  walls  of  the  capillaries  to  the  muscular  tissue,"  and  -^stim- 
ulate to  contraction  the  unstriped  muscular  fibres  existing  in  the  mid- 
dle coat  of  the  arteries,  in  the  walls  of  the  capillary  vessels,  in  the  lin- 
ing of  the  ducts  of  glands  generally,  in  the  substance  of  the  heart, 
and  in  the  ooats  of  the  stomach  and  intestines."  How  this  contrac- 
tion of  the  miuscular  fibre  is  brought  about,  is  not  very  well  explained. 
Dr.  Headland,  however,  says  that  ^4t  seems  to  depend  somehow  on 
the  chemical  power  just  mentioned,  for  astringents  appear  to  eonstringe 
fibrinous  as  well  as  albuminous  tissues  by  a  chemical  action."  The 
''chemical  power  referred  to,"  is  that  by  which  astringents  coagulate^ 
and  pricipitate  an  albuminous  or  fibrinous  solution. 

The  slightest  examination  of  the  first  theory,  that  astringents  when 
internally  administered,  control  hemorrhage  because  of  their  power  to 
coagulate  the  albumen  of  the  Rood,  will  show  it  to  be  unworthy  of 
consideration.     If  it  is  claimed  that  when  so  administered,  they  have 
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ike  power  of  eoagalatiag  the  blood  within  the  yeaaels,  how  is  it  that 
this  effect  is  not  general?  That  it  is  not  so,  we  know,  because  were  it 
so,  death  would  be  the  immediate  and  inevitable  result.  And  what  is 
the  wottderfy  intelligence  that  holds  in  abeyance  the  chemical  affinity, 
which  in  general,  causes  the  coagulation  and  precipitation  of  albumen, 
where  this  substance  and  astringents  are  brought  into  contact,  while  it 
is  being  passed  into  the  blood  from  the  stomach,  conveyed  in  this  fluid 
to  the  heart,  and  from  thence,  in  the  one  case,  to  the  capillary  vessels 
of  the  lungs,  and  in  the  other,  to  the  vessels  of  the  uterus,  until  the 
very  vesseb  themselves  are  reached,  which  are  the  seat  of  the  hemorr- 
hage? Certainly  no  one  who  exercises  his  reason  can  conclude  that 
in  this  way  astringents  may  arrest  a  hemorrhage  of  the  kind  we  are 
ooaaidering.  The  ground  that  these  medicines  increase  the  coagula- 
hility  of  the  blood,  is  equally  untenable.  Indeed,  there  are  no  facts 
that  give  plausibility  to  the  assumption,  while  all  the  knowledge  that 
we  have  in  relation  to  their  direct  action  upon  the  blood,  is  inconsist- 
ent with  this  supposition.  ^'^Mitscherlich,  having  partially  immersed 
firogs  in  a  solution  of  tannic  acid,  so  that  their  blood  became  impreg- 
nated with  it)  found  that  the  circulating  fluid  grew  darker  in  color, 
coagulated  more  slowly  than  usual,  and  formed  an  imperfect  and  pastj 
clot."  This  experiment,  which  has  been  performed  by  others  with  a 
like  result,  positively  contradicts  the  theory  that  astringents  exereiae 
any  influence  in  the  way  of  increasing  the  coagulability  of  the  living 
blood.  ' 

To  suppose  that  when  taken  into  the  blood  in  a  state  of  solution, 
they  pass  through  the  walls  of  the  capillaries  to  the  muscular  tissues, 
and  stimulate  the  muscular  fibres  to  contraction,  is  to  believe  with  Mr. 
Headland,  that  as  they  form  peculiar  insoluble  compounds,  both  with 
albumen  and  fibrin,  it  is  '*  probably  by  virtue  of  their  action  on  the 
latter  that  they  are  able  to  cause  the  contraction  of  muscular  fib^, 
which  is  a  fibrinous  tissue,"  and  that  'Hhe  contraction  thus  set  up 
chemically,  is  continued  and  propagated  by  the  vital  force  of  the  mus- 
cle." While  this  view  may  serve  well  as  a  theory  to  explain  the 
supposed  action  of  astringent  medicines,  it  is  merely  an  assumption, 
it  not  even  being  proved  that  they  constringe  capillary  vessels,  or 
eontract  muscular  fibres,  except  when  they  can  be  brought  into  direct 
eontact  with  them.  This  view  requiies,  First — ^That  we  assume  the 
capillary  vessels  to  be  contracted  by  the  action  of  astringents.     Sec- 
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and — Thttt  this  is  owing  to  the  contraction  of  moscnlar  fibres.  Third'^ 
That  while  these  substances  are  passing  through  the  blood  on  their  . 
way  to  these  muscukr  fibres,  their  natural  chemical  tendencies  are 
suspended,  "being  constrained  by  rarious  forces;"  and,  Fourth — That 
"on  the  exit  by  secretion  from  the  blood,  they  resume  their  original  ae- 
tiTity."  Can  we  yield  our  assent  to  a  doctrine  based  on  such  eyidence? 
Certainly  not.  Although  it  is  true  that  when  astringents  are  applied 
to  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot,  under  the  microscope,  the  capillary  vessels 
are  seen  to  become  constringed,  and  the  muscular  fibres  contracted,  it 
does  not  follow  that  they  ever  act  in  a  similar  manner  after  having 
been  received  into  the  blood.  Indeed,  if  we  correctly  understand 
their  modus  operandi  when  locally  applied,  it  seems  impossible  to  con- 
elude  that  they  ever  can  do  so,  for  it  seems  to  be  pretty  well  estab- 
Inhed  that  the  phenomena  they  are  seen  to  produce  when  thus  used, 
are  the  result  of  the  strong  affinity  of  the  astringent  substance  fbr 
water,  which  it  therefore  abstracts  from  the  tissues  with  which  it  is 
brought  into  contact,  the  constringent  effect  seen  being  actually  the 
result  of  a  partial  desiccation  of  the  part.  It  seems  legitimate  to  con- 
clude, that  when  an  astringent  substance  is  taken  into  the  stomach  in 
a  caee  of  pulmonary  or  uterine  hemorrhage,  this  affinity  will  be  grati- 
fied long  before  the  medicine  reaches  the  pulmonary  or  uterine  capil- 
laries. 

If  an  appeal  is  made  to  clinical  experience  to  substantiate  the 
assumption,  that  astringents  do,  despite  these  theoretical  objections, 
control  these  hemorrhages  by  virtue  of  their  astringency,  no  positive 
and  unequivocal  testimony  is  obtained.  If  it  is  maintained  that  there 
are  many  medicines — quinine  for  instance — whose  precise  mode  of 
action  is  unknown,  yet  whose  curative  influencf  is  positively  estab- 
lished, the  truth  of  the  claim  will  be  unquestioned ;  but  to  my  mind, 
the.same  kind  of  evidence  has  never  been  presented  in  favor  of  this 
reputed  curative  action  of  astringAts  as  has  been  in  the  case  of  qui- 
nine and  some  other  medicines,  and  I  am  so  fully  convinced  that  care- 
ful observation  and  dispassionate  judgment  will  lead  to  the  conviction 
diat  a  negative  result  will  follow,  when  they  are  administered  inter- 
nally in  oases  of  pulmonary  and  uterine  hemorrhage,  in  so  far  as  such 
effect  must  depend  upon  their  astringency,  I  am  willing  to  submit  the 
case  without  further  argument,  simply  stating  that  I  never  administer 
them,  in  the  kind  of  cases  I  have  been  considering,  in  the  hope  of 
obUiniBg  curative  results  from  this  power. 
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BY  0.   W.  H.  KXMPS&,  X.   D.,  MUKaS,  IHD. 


On  January  3d,  1869, 1  was  called  to  see,  in  conBultation  with  Dra. 
Jump  and  Kerr,  Mr.  Thomaa  Stanford,  residing  near  New  Bnrlingtoa, 
in  this  county. 

Mr.  S.,  at  the  time  of  hia  death,  was  seventy-four  years  old.  His 
life  had  been  characterised  by  extreme  vigor  of  body  and  mind.  For 
several  years  he  was  a  member  of  our  State  legislature,  and  at  various 
times  has  held  minor  county  offices. 

During  the  latter  part  of  last  December,  he  noticed  that  he  had 
some  trouble  about  taking  the  proper  length  of  steps  in  walking. 
Sometimes  he  would,  contrary  to  his  will,  step  too  far,  and  at  other 
times  not  far  enough.  He  noticed  this  irregularity  and  spoke  of  it  to 
his  family,  but  nothing  serious  was  anticipated,  until  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 29th,  when  he  sat  down  to  breaki&st  and  commenced  saying  grace, 
but  kept  repeating  the  same  word  for  some  little  time.  Finally,  his 
wife  spoke  to  him  and  asked  what  was  the  matter.  He  replied,  nothing, 
and  exclaimed  '^how  singular,''  and  then  proceeded  to  eat.  During  all 
this  day,  his  memory  of  words  would  fail  him,  and  he  found  much  dif- 
ficulty in  making  known  his  wants.  Desiring  a  younger  son  to  start 
to  school,  he  said, /'Go  to— to — to—,''  and  seemed  puazled  that  he 
could  not  finish  the  sentence.  Some  one  said,  "To  school,  father?" 
and  he  replied  yes.  On  Wednesday  morning,  having  some  business  to 
transact  with  a  neighbor,  he  attempted  to  write  a  note,  but  kept  wri- 
ting the  same  word,  r^  He  tried  for  half  an  hour,  but  was  compelled  to 
give  it  up,  although  an  excellent  penman. 

At  this  period.  Dr.  Jump  was  called  to  see  him,  and  found  his  con- 
dition as  follows:  No  pain  in  a%  locality,  pulse  one  hundred,  full 
and  regular,  tongue  furred,  pupils  unchanged,  temperature  normal, 
appetite  good  as  usual,  no  paralysis*  nor  even  numbness.  Dr.  Jump 
prescribed  a  mercurial  cathartic,  to  be  followed  with  oil  or  a  saline 
cathartic  in  four  hours,  if  the  bowels  were  not  moved,  a  warm  pedi- 
luvium  with  mustard,  restricted  diet,  and  potass,  iod.  in  five  grain 
doses  three  times  a  day.  Dr.  Kerr,  a  son-in-law,  who  lived  some  dis- 
tance, came  on  Friday  and  remained  with  him  until  his  death. 

We  saw  him,  in  consultation,  at  twelve  m.,  on  Sunday,  January  3d. 
His  condition  was  similar  to  what  it  had  been  since  Wednesday.     He 
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seemed  obearfal  and  lively,  and  desirous  of  ooiiTersiiig,  but  forgot  so 
manj  words  that  it  was  impossible,  frequently,  to  understand  bim. 
He  would  smile  at  bis  inability  to  call  words,  and  seemed  mucb  per- 
plexed. Pointing  to  Dr.  Kerr,  I  asked  bim  if  be  knew  bim.  He  re- 
plied yes.  Wbat  is  bis  name?  He  smiled  conj^sedly,  and  said,  "It's 
—oh — ^it's— oh — .*'  I  named  over  several  fictitious  names,  but  be 
would  reply  no.  I  then  said  Kerr.  He  replied,  "That  is  right."  I 
was  shown  some  of  bis  writing,  in  which  be  attempted  bis  own  name 
ss  follows:  "Tbos.  Thom.  Stans."  He  remained  in  about  the  same 
condition  until  January  4tb,  at  ten  A.  M.,  when  be  was  seized  with  a 
convulsive  fit,  lasting  about  a  minute  and  a  half,  and  immediately  ex- 
pired.    If  o  post-mortem  Mas  made. 
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In  the  April  number  of  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sei- 
eneetj  Dr.  Edward  Hartsborne,  of  Philadelphia,  has  published  an  elab- 
orate and  interesting  paper  under  the  above  title,  irom  which  we  ex- 
tract the  following: 

**  Some  extended  researches,  in  which  I  have  been  recently  engaged  for  another 
purpose^  have  brought  to  mj  notice  an  interesting  effect  of  second-hand  qaota- 
tioD,  and  of  erroneoos  compilation,  in  the  European  history  of  weight  extension, 
which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  noticed  either  in  Edinburgh  or  London.  The 
liict  !%  that  the  first  European  writer,  <mt  qf  the  Continent  at  leattj  (italics  ours) 
who  definitely  speaks  of  this  mode  of  treating  fractured  thigh,  and  giyes  an  unmis- 
taki^le  pktiure  of  the  weight  and  its  accessories,  is  John  Bell,  {PnneipU$  of  9ur* 
fcry,  4th  edition,  Edinburgh,  1801 ;)  and  he  eyideatly  does  lo  without  the  slightest 
idea  of  snggesting  anything  new,  although  what  he  did  present  was,  so  far  as  the 
weight  is  concerned,  the  product  of  his  own  active  and  brilliant  imagination." 

Now,  the  Ckirurgical  Oh$ervation$  and  Cotes  of  William  Bromfield, 
of  St.  George's  Hospital,  London,  appeared  in  1773.  In  the  seoond 
▼oluoie  of  this  valuable  work,  at  page  111,  we  find  the  author  extolling 
the  adTantages  to  be  derived  from  the  relaxation  of  the  muscles  in  the 
reduction  of  fractures  and  their  treatment.     He  then  proceeds: 

**  Latdy,  indeed^  I  hare  heard  that  the  practice  is  adopted  by  some  surgeons  of 
other  hospitals  in  London;  noTcrtheless,  this  is  of  as  litUe  weight  almost  as  my 
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iaftraclMms  ««re  lo  toag  alBoe»  for  «t«i  M  ftUi  tuM^  ike  «|TaBt«fiB  of  tliit  m^ 
are  not  salfieientlj  clear  to  eome  of  the  profeMors  of  sugefj,  as  fAorl  epUiito  mmA 
itretehed  out  limbs  are,  by  them,  thought  the  best  method  of  practice;  and  svcit  m 
Utrg€  weight  hung  from  the  ankle  joint,  to  keep  the  mueclee  qf  the  thigh  extended^  when 
the  femur  is  fractured,  it  not  every  where  exploded" 

We  have  placed  in  italics,  suffioient,  we  think,  to  prove  that  Dr 

Hartshorne  is  himself  in  error  in  his  comments  on  "the  interesting 

effect  of  second-hand  quotation,  and  of  erroneous  compilation,  in  the 

European  history  of  weight  extension,"  and  it  is  evident  that  for  manj 

years*  prior  to  the  publication  of  Mr.  Bromfield's  work,  the  practice 

which  this  surgeon  condemns,  of  hanging  large  weights  from  the  ankle 

joint  in  the  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  thigh,  had  been  adopted  by 

the  British  surgeons. 

■   ■■       »   »   ■■  ■■  -  ■ 

OPERATION   FOR    IMPERMEABLE    STRICTURE    OF   THE 
URETHRA.  

BY  Q.  K.   BUBKB,  X.  P.,  8ULPHUB  SPfilNOS,  INJ>. 


(Oommmiieated  by  Prof.  Blecrkwan,  Otnclanatl.) 

Mr.  Editor:  The  operation  performed  by  Dr.  Burke  is  worthy 
of  record,  not  only  on  account  of  its  success,  but  for  its  variety.  The 
patient  was  under  my  care  for  a  few  weeks,  at  the  Samaritan  Hospital, 
and  I  was  unable  to  pass  the  smallest  siied  instrument  to  the  bladder. 
In  one  instance,  the  patient  being  fVilly  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form, administered  by  my  fViend,  Dr.  Schenck,  of  Reading,  I  tried  with 
bougies  and  lancetted  stilette,  for  more  than  an  hour,  but  without  suc- 
cess. I  then  proposed  an  operation  by  external  incision,  but  the  patient 
left  for  home  on  a  temporary  visit,  and  there  became  so  much  worse 
that  he  availed  himself  of  the  services  of  Dr.  Burke,  and  with  what 
success  the  report  will  show. 

The  only  cases  in  which  so  extensive  an  operation  has  been  per- 
formed, so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover,  are  those  in  which  it 
was  done  by  Edward  MoKns  in  1662,  and  by  Solingen,  also,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Wiseman  assisted  in  the  first 
eperation,  and  has  given  the  details  in  the  second  volume  of  his  Chu 
rttrgical  Trtaim$^  under  the  head  of  "The  III  Consequences  of  €h>nor- 
rhoea."  At  first,  an  incision  was  made  in  the  perineum,  but  as  wiA 
*^ probes  and  candles,"  the  urethral  passage  oould  not  be  found,  at 
the  request  of  the  patient,  a  few  days  afterwards,  Molin  "slit  it  the 


vliole  length  to  tibe  incinott  in  perineo."    The  patieiit  reeoreied,  but 
%  vrmarj  Ibtiila  reoudned  in  the  perineiim. 

For  the  notice  of  Solingen's  ease,  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Aristide 
Temenil,  who  published  in  the  Arch.  Oen.  de  Med.,  Paris,  September, 
1857,  an  interesting  paper  entitled  Note  SUiorique  et  Critique  Sw 
T  Vhtkroiomie  Exteme  ou  Section  de$  Betrecieaementf  de  dehors  en 
iedams,  avant  C  XVIII  Sieele.  We  translate  his  remarks  on  the  ease  of 
SoliDgen:  "Planque,  in  the  article  Oamont^  haying  quoted  a  suc- 
eesifnl  case  of  cauterixation,  adds :  ^  Yan  der  Wiel  approves  this  method 
in  preference  to  that  adopted  by  Solingins  (Solingen)  in  the  case  of  a  sol- 
dier. As  the  Urethra,  according  to  his  report,  was  full  of  oamosities,  a 
Made  crenelee,  which  allowed  the  urine  to  pass  was  used;  but  all  his 
medications  were  of  no  avail.  For  this  reason,  he  introduced  a  grooved 
ftdr  into  the  bladder,  on  which  he  incised  the  whole  canal,  even  to  the 
glans,  and  then  destroyed  with  caustic  all  of  the  callo$itie$^  The  lips  of 
ilie  extensive  wound  were  then  brought  together  and  retained  by  means 
•f  the  hare-lip  suture.  The  operation  succeeded  so  well,  that  the 
pstient  was  able  to  pass  his  urine,  at  first  through  a  small  flexible  ca- 
tlketer,  but  afterwards  a  plein  canal.*'  It  is  stated  that  Solingen  had 
peiformed  a  similar  operation  with  success,  at  the  Livoume. 

The  above  extract  is  quoted  by  Planque  firom  the  BibHoth.  de  Med,i 
ton  viii,  page  61,  ed.  in  8,  and  he  remarks  that  it  is  evident  that  ex- 
tonal  urethrobomy  was  performed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth ee^tary  in  several  countries  of  Europe. 

Dr.  Yemeuil  refers  to  an  operation  reported  by  Van  Hoome,  and 
wbieh  was  performed  to  relieve  a  patient  affected  with  hypospadias,  the 
abftormal  orifice  of  the  urethra  being  just  in  front  of  the  scrotum. 
The  penis  was  laid  open  firom  this  point  to  the  end  of  the  glans,  a 
leaden  canula  introduced,  and  the  whole  wound  closed  with  suture. 
Tke  operation  was  successful. 

One  word  in  conclusion.  Although  the  operation  just  quoted^  like 
thst  reported  by  Dr.  Burke,  terminated  so  fortunately,  it  is  probable 
tkat  the  majority  of  practitioners  would,  in  similar  cases  of  stricture, 
ftel  disposed  to  try,  first,  the  effect  of  opening  the  membranous  por- 
tion of  the  urethra,  relieving  the  retention  of  urine,  and  diverting  the 
channel  for  a  time,  in  order  to  give  the  indurated  portion  of  the  urethra 
IB  opportunity  of  becoming  softened  and  more  dilatable.  Mr.  Cook,  of 
Ony'a  Hospital,  Hr.  Simon,  of  St  Thomas',  and  Mr.  Wormald,  of  St. 
Bertholomew's,  London,  and  others,  have  furnished  us  with  much  evi- 
(90) 
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denee  of  the  softenisg  inluenoe  thut  {nrodneed  over  striotnrefl,  when 
once  relieved  of  the  irritation  passing  over  them,  or  to  ose  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Wormald,  by  gLving  "the  diseased  ureiihra  a  holiday/* 
{Medical  Time$  and  Grazeiie,  December,  1856.)  We  confess,  that  had 
Dr.  Burke's  patient  returned  to  the  city,  as  contemplated,  that  was  the 
eourse  we  intended  to  pursue,  and  failing  in  this,  quoting  from  Wise- 
man, "eo  9IU  it  the  tohole  length  to  the  incmon  inperineoy  Certain,  it 
IB,  howeyer,  that  in  the  hands  of  no  surgeon  could  a  more  brilliant 
tesult  haye  been  obtained  than  has  been  aohieyed  by  Dr.  Burke. 

Youre  truly, 
OnidNNATi,  April  14,  1869.  Gxo.  C.  Blackman. 


^  Wm.  8.  Mo ,  age  thirty-mx,  traveling  agent  for  wholesale  boot 

and  shoe  house,  Toledo,  Ohio,  was  thrown  ttom  a  wild  horse,  at  age  of 
nineteen  years,  fhlling  on  his  back;  horse  striking  him  on  the  privates; 
he  was  carried  home  in  a  ikinting  condition ;  parts  swelled  enormously, 
and  were  very  painftd;  was  confined  to  house  for  five  weeks;  during 
the  time  suffered  severe  pain  in  urinating ;  two  years  after  was  riding 
a  colt,  and  was  thrown  on  to  the  horn  of  the  saddle,  causing  a  severe 
and  sickening  pain ;  parts  swelled  up  again  and  it  was  difficult  and  pain- 
fttl  to  pass  nis  urine;  was  eonftned  to  the  house  for  three  weeks,  under 
treatment;  sise  of  stream  passing  from  penis  was  diminished  greatly; 
it  became  smaller  after  first  accident  than  it  was  in  good  health  before 
tie  accident;  shortly  after  my  recovery  from  second  accident,  was  com- 
pelled to  use  a  bougie  to  keep  urethra  dilated,  and  have  continued  to 
make  use  of  an  instrument  of  that  kind  for  fifteen  years,  up  to  present 
time,  and  lately  have  suffered  severe  pain  in  introducing  one  into  urethra ; 
on  December  16th,  1868, 1  rode  horse-back  twenty-nine  miles;  suffered 
an  unusual  amount  of  pain  during  the  trip,  and  continued  suffering 
pain  in  urethra  and  parts  adjoining,  until  December  22d,  1858;  tried 
ten  times  to  dilate  the  urethra  as  usual,  but  failed  in  every  attempt; 
being  fourteen  hours  without  passing  my  urine,  bladder  was  distended 
and  very  painAil,  and  in  that  condition  called  on  a  surgeon  in  Ander- 
son, Indiana;  he  called  in  two  other  doctors  to  assist  him;  I  waa  then 
put  under  the  influence  of  chlorofbrm  three  times,  and  they  as  oflen 
fhiled  in  introducing  the  smallest  instrument  into  the  bladder;  but  in 
their  efforts,  they  did  not  iail  in  making  a  passage  from  urethra  into 
the  scrotum,  to  which  place  my  urine  escaped,  oauiing  me  to  suffer 
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extreme  pain;  it  became  enlarged  by  the  urine,  and  waa  then  punc- 
tared,  and  urine  escaped  with  considerable  blood;  on  morning  of  23d 
December,  was  sent  to  Cincinnati,  requiring  twelve  hours  to  make  the 
tdp  bj  railroad;  urine  escaping  by  scrotum,  by  being  squeezed  out  by 
By  hands." 

I  was  called  to  the  oase,  January  11th,  1869,  half-past  eleyen,  p. 
M.,  two  days  after  his  return  from  Cincinnati;  I  fbund  him  suffering 
extreme  pain  fr(Hn  retention  of  urine,  caused  by  stricture  of  urethra; 
he  was,  in  fact,  mad  with  pain ;  bladder  enormously  distended;  tongue 
i;  bowels  constipated;  fever;  unimpaired  appetite;  I  w.as  in- 
that  chloroform  had  no  effect  upon  the  pwrts  to  facilitate  the 
atroduction  of  a  catheter  into  the  bladder;  I  applied  extract  bella* 
dona  to  penis  and  perineum,  and  placed  him  in  tub  of  hot  water, 
palieBt  and  all  covered  by  a  quilt,  excepting  his  head;  kept  him  in 
that  condition  until  profuse  perspiration  ensued ;  patient  suffering  ex- 
tcene  pain  all  the  while ;  administered  four  grains  of  powdered  opium; 
before  taking  him  from  the  bath,  I  introduced  a  small  catheter  down 
io  stricture,  and  made  gentle  pressure  upon  it  for  about  ftve  minutes, 
sad  had  him  taken  from  bath ;  and  on  withdrawing  the  catheter,  it  was 
foDowed  by  urine  in  a  small  stream  about  the  siae  of  a  small  knitting 
■eedle;  with  great  straining  by  the  patient,  his  bladder  was  partly 
emptied.  He  offered  up  a  fervent  prayer  for  his  safe  delivery  from  ' 
death,  got  into  bed  and  went  to  sleep  from  effect  of  anodynes. 

January  ISth,  8  A.  M, — ^Resting  easy;  ordered  extract  belladonna 
to  parts;  saline  cathartic  and  opium  to  quiet  him;  stated  his  condi- 
iMu;  the  only  manner  of  reli^;  the  danger  attending  the  operation 
ad  the  result,  and  to  consult  his  friends  concerning  it  and  his  con- 


Jamnary  ISth,  8  P,  M. — Called  and  found  him  in  same  condition 
as  before;  same  means  resorted  to  for  hb  relief  as  on  former  occasion. 

Jamuary  14^  ^  P  ^* — Called  again,  and  found  him  in  same  con- 
dion  as  on  two  previous  occasions;  same  means  were  instituted  for  his 
rdief ;  he  nmde  up  his  mind  to  be  operated  on,  and  consent  of  his 
seialivca  and  friends. 

Jamuary  ISih,  9  A.  if.— patient  very  restless  during  the  night,  and 
awoke  unrefreshed;  he  was  in  any  condition  but  favorable  for  the 
omllest  operation  in  surgery  on  him;  pulse  weak  and  firequent;  tongue 
heavily  coated  and  inclined  to  dryness;  great  thirst;  no  appetite; 
V  system  very  much  impaired ;  scrotum  enormously  swollen,  indu- 
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rated  and  painftil;  bladder  distended  and  pain  in  left  spermatic  cord; 
testiole  drawn  up  on  pnbic  bone. 

He  was  prepared  as  for  lithotomy,  on  the  operating  table;  after 
drinking  four  ounoea  of  strong  ^^-nog  with  grain  of  morphine,  he 
was  put  under  influence  of  chloroform  and  brought  down  to  edge  c^ 
the  table;  I  seated  myself  on  a  low  stool,  and  oommenoed  my  incision 
immediately  oTer  the  end  of  the  staff,  which  had  been  previously  in- 
troduced into  the  urethra  until  it  eame  in  contact  with  the  stricture, 
(and  intrusted  to  an  assistant),  which  was  an  inch  and  one-fourth  from 
meatus  urinarius ;  the  mesian  line  as  my  guide,  laid  the  urethra  open  an 
inch  and  a  half,  and  failed  in  passing  instrument  beyond  my  incision; 
another  incision  of  two  inches,  down  to  urethra,  opening  two  urethral 
abscesses,  one  on  each  side  of  urethra,  urethra  being  laid  open  for 
three  and  a  half  inches,  renewed  our  efforts  to  advance  the  instrument, 
and  failed ;  another  incision,  splitting  the  septum  scroti  to  deptii  of 
three  inches,  laying  open  urethra,  and  failed  to  advance  the  staff;  next 
incision  was  made  from  the  urethra  downwards,  backwards  and  out- 
wards, until  the  sound  and  sensation  to  operator  changed  from  that  of 
cutting  a  green  pear  or  soleleather,  which  did  not  cease  until  the 
urethra  was  laid  open  through  its  membranous  portion;  the  change 
in  the  cutting  and  appearance  of  urethra,  gave  evidence  of  the  stric- 
ture being  divided,  and  with  some  difficulty,  a  No.  eight  catheter  was 
introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  urine  escaped  by  the  catheter  and 
around  it,  to  the  amount  of  a  quart. 

Patient  recovered  from  influence  of  chloroform,  without  any  unto- 
ward symptoms;  he  was  placed  in  bed  on  his  right  side;  catheter 
secured  by  a  T  bandage;  a  large  dose  of  morphine  was  administered; 
sides  of  wound  brought  in  apposition,  with  cold  mucilage  of  elm  bark 
applied ;  urine  escaping  by  catheter  into  a  receptacle,  as  it  accumulated 
in  the  bladder;  he  lost  but  little  blood  during  the  operation. 

Januaty  16th^  7  P.  JIf.*- Besting  very  well;  urine  escaping  by 
catheter,  drop  by  drop. 

January  17 thy  8  A,  M. — ^Wound  looks  very  well  after  being  thor- 
oughly washed  with  castile  soap  suds;  tongue  coated;  pulse  weak  and 
frequent;  wound  was  dressed  with  elm  bark  mucilage;  nourishing  diet 
ordered;  drink  rain  water  and  elm  water. 

January  17th,  4  P.  M. — Tongue  dry  and  coated;  appears  weak  and 
prostrated;  grave  c.  c.  pills;  milk  punch  occasionally. 

January  18ihy  8  A.  M. — Tongue  dry;  pulse  weak  and  irregular; 
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pftin  in  bowels;  wound  looks  well;  oonliiined  dfoaring;  g»Te  snlph* 
mmg.  $88.,  which  Tomited. 

January  ISthj  2  P.  Jf.— -Pulse  weak  and  frequent;  left  Bpermatic 
eord  and  teetiele  swollen  and  painftil;  applied  tincture  iodine,  and  gare 
Beidlita's  powder;  wonnd  snppnrating. 

Janwary  l^h,  8  A.  M. — ^Yery  restless  during  night;  tongue  moist; 
pain  in  bowels  and  swollen;  pulse  regular  and  weak;  some  appetite; 
testicle  and  cord  not  so  painful;  some  pain  oyer  region  of  bladder. 

Jaimary  19th,  4  P.  M. — ^Bowek  moTod  freely ;  considerable  griping; 
erysipelas  over  pubes  and  left  testicle ;  continued  treatment,  with  addi- 
tion of  S  chlorate  potass,  gr.  iii,  sulph.  quinine  gr.  ii,  powd.  opii  gr.  ^,  M.t 
one  powder  every  four  hours.  &  tinct.  ferri,  chlorid.  gtt.  z,  cTcry 
six  hours. 

January  2(Hky  9  A.  M. — ^Pulse  ninety;  wound  looks  well;  tongue 
moist  and  coated;  appetite  not  good;  erysipelas  extending  up  left  side 
and  orer  abdomen ;  urine  escaping  from  catheter  freely ;  abscess  formed 
in  left  side  of  scrotum;  opened,  and  a  discharge  of  a  dark  bloody 
matter  ensued. 

January  2Utj  8  A,  M, — ^Pulse  eighty-four;  tongue  dry  and  coated; 
wonnd  discharging  healthy  looking  matter;  discharge  from  left  side  of 
serotom  continuous;  erysipelas  extending  over  abdomen  and  up  right 
side;  continued  treatment. 

January  22d,  8  A.  M. — ^Pulse  ninety;  tongue  moist  and  brown 
coated  posteriorly;  bowels  moved  freely;  wound  doing  well;  discharge 
fh>m  left  side  of  scrotum  continuous;  erysipelas  extending  up  right 
side;  continued  treatment. 

January  28d,  8  A,  if.-^Pulse  seventy;  tongue  moist  posteriorly 
and  dry  tip;  erysipelas  extended  up  right  side  as  far  as  floating  ribs, 
and  is  now  arrested;  wound  looks  well;  continued  treatment. 

January  24th,  8  A.  M. — ^Pulse  seventy;  tongue  moist;  rested  tol- 
erably well  during  night;  appetite  pretty  good;  some  pain  about  neck 
of  bladder  and  spasm;  appears  as  if  the  catheter  is  rough:  urine  not 
running  freely  from  catheter ;  pain  in  region  of  bladder,  and  swollen ; 
catlMter  removed,  cleansed  and  returned  without  any  difficulty  or  pain : 
small  holes  filled  with  alkaline  deposits;  first  time  the  instrument  has 
been  removed  since  it  was  introduced  day  of  operation,  it  being  eight 
days. 

January  2Sthy  8  A,  Jf.^-^Pulse  sixty*five :  tongue  inclined  to  dry- 

i;  urine  passing  by  catheter  free;  rested  well  during  the  night; 
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appetite  geod;  wovad  UnAsvvU;  BtrriUBg vi^er regkm  of  bk4def  eab- 
nding;  eontinned  treatment. 

Jamuary  Sdthf  8  A.  Jf.— Boweb  moTed  freely  during  night;  eonnd- 
enble  griping  and  pain  during  operation;  pnhe  aUty-foar;  appetite 
good;  discharge  from  left  side  of  eerotuoi continnee ;  oonlinioed  treat- 
ment. 

January  BTthj  8  A,  M. — ^Bested  well  during  night;  continued  treat- 
ment. 

January  f^th,  8  A.  jlf«— Bowek  moved  freely;  tongue  red,  moist 
and  clean;  discharge  from  abscess  in  scrotum  free;  continued  treatmMit. 

January  £9ihj  8  A.  if.— Bested  inely  during  night;  continued 
treatment.  , 

January  29th,  S  P.  M. — Dressed  wound ;  complained  of  pain  about 
neck  of  bladder;  remored  catheter,  cleansed  it  and  returned  it  with- 
out  any  difficulty  or  pain;  appetite  good;  tongue  red  and  moist;  eon- 
tinned  treatment. 

January  SOth,  8  A.  M. — ^Bested  well  during  night;  feels  strong; 
appetite  good;  pulse  sixty-nine;  tongue  clean  and  moist;  removed 
catheter  nine  A.  M.;  replaced  at  twelre  H.,  without  pain  or  difficulty; 
continued  treatment. 

January  Slsi,  8  A.  if.*— Bested  well  during  night;*  tongue  moist 
and  clean;  appetite  good;  wound  discharging  but  little;  abdomen 
swollen;  catheter  remoTod  for  two  and  one-half  hours;  returned  with 
ease ;  continued  treatment. 

February  lit,  8  A.  M. — Tongue  red,  moist  and  clean;  pulse  sixty- 
nine;  abdomen  swollen;  some  tympanitis;  wound  looks  well;  urine 
passing  freely  by  catheter,    ft  turpentine  emulsion  erery  four  hours. 

February  M^  8  A,  M. — Bested  well  during  night;  tongue  moiat, 
redness  disappeared;  bowels  not  so  distended;  no  pain;  appetite  good ; 
continued  treatment. 

February  Sd,  8  A.  if. — ^Bested  well  during  night;  urine  passes  by 
urethra,  without  aid  of  catheter;  tongue  moist;  appetite  good;  able  to 
rit  up;  can  walk  across  room  by  assistance;  wound  about  healed. 

February  ^A,  8  A.  M, — Sitting  up;  gaining  strength;  rests  well; 
walks  about  his  room;  passes  urine  by  urethra,  and  draws  it  ocea- 
Bionally  with  catheter. 

He  was  discharged  from  constent  attention  on  February  5th,  with 
instructions  to  introduce  instrument  every  day,  aUowing  it  to  remain 
for  two  or  three  hours,  with  other  injunctions  to  be  strictly  observed 
for  his  ultimate  recoyery.  ^^^^^^^  ^^  GoOglc 


w  ism  junm  and  maowM.  M 


Bo  is  BOW  mdkiBg  About,  aUe  for  baunnem,  aad  eftn  poii  hk  wribo 
withoitt  pain  or  difficulty,  in  a  stream  near  the  size  of  No.  8  eatheter; 
00  indications  of  the  size  of  urethra  diminishing;  snfTering  no  pain 
oraaeasinew  of  the  parts,  or  along  coarse  of  urethra;  eontinues  use 
of  No.  8  inatnuaent  CTory  daj;  he  ia  ei^oying  good  health  and  a  fair 
prospect  to  liye  to  a  good  old  age. 


ON  FISSURES  OF  THS  ANUS,  AND  ULCBBfi  AT  THE  LOWBB 
EXTREMITY  OF  THE  RECTUM. 


BY   HOI.1IS8  OOOTEy   F.    A.    C.    8., 
BurgMNi  to  St  BartliolMiMW**  Hoipltal. 


The  amount  of  pain  which  the  presence  of  flssares  of  the  anas  or 
osall  alcers  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the  rectum  may  cause  to  the 

ritient,  is  often  so  great  as  to  excite  the  surprise  even  of  the  surgeon, 
may  mention  in  illustration,  the  case  of  a  lady  lately  under  my  care, 
who,  without  knowing  exactly  the  cause,  assured  me  tnat  she  had  been 
for  the  last  eighteen  months,  worn  out  by  suffering,  and  was  unfit  for 
the  performance  of  any  domestic  duty.  The  pain  was  not  confined  to 
the  bowels,  but  extended  to  the  loins,  hips,  and  thighs.  During  the 
daj  she  often  felt  as  if  "her  legs  would  give  under  her,"  and  at  night 
tiBte,  the  rest  was  disturbed  with  cramps.  More  than  all,  she  complained 
of  sadden  irritability  of  the  bladder  and  urethra,  rendering  the  desire 
at  once  to  expel  the  urine  almost  uncontrollable,  and  this  was  followed 
by  a  feeling  of  tenesmus,  perhaps,  by  a  slight  escape  of  fbcal  matter, 
tad  by  an  access  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  fissure. 

These  pains  are  not  fanciful  or  exaggerated.  I  have  had  under  mv 
ave  strong  and  otherwise  healthy  men,  and  delicate  women  in  all 
Btationa  of  life,  and  sooner  or  later,  with  them  all,  the  suffering  caused 
by  this  apparently  slight  affection,  is  such  as  to  render  them  prostrate 
and  willing  to  undergo  any  operation  for  relief. 

When  the  surgeon  examines  the  patient,  he-  may  at  first  see  but 
little  to  attract  his  attention;  one  of  the  folds  of  integument  about 
the  anus  seems  a  little  fuller  than  the  other ;  upon  closer  inspection, 
the  skin  will  be  found  red,  excoriated,  and  superficially  ulcerated,  the 
parts,  however,  packed  together  so  as  to  constitute  a  "fissure."  It  has 
none  of  the  appearance  of  a  "  tuberculous "  ulcer,  and  possibly,  the 
explanation  usually  given  bv  the  patient  is  the  correct  one,  namely, 
that  it  came  on  by  the  act  of  straining  in  defssoation.  Such  patients 
are,  for  the  most  part,  inclined  to  constipation  of  the  bowels,  and  many, 
as  is  well  known,  show  great  neglect  in  matters  of  this  sort,  which  are 
all-important  to  health. 

It  ia  fortunate  for  the  patient,  that  in  these  cases,  relief  may  Imui 
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adForded  pitMnptlj  and  oomplelel j,  All  iiuti  b  needed,  is  to  throir  ihe 
parts  into  a  state  of  rest,  when  the  pain  disappears  and  oicatrisation 
18  soon  completed.  The  mere  stretching  of  the  ulcerated  stnictnre  bj 
introduction  of  the  finger,  or  of  the  small  speculum  into  the  anus,  is 
often  followed  by  immediate  alleviation  of  all  the  symptoms.  Indeed, 
Beeamier  recommends  this  method  of  treatment;  he  stretohes  the  fis- 
sure until  he  lacerates  it,  and  thus,  perhaps,  a  state  of  the  most  per- 
fect rest — muscular  as  well  as  otherwise — is  temporarily  produced.  It 
has  found  favor  with  some  of  our  own  surgeons  (vide  Duigan,  Dublin 
Homital  GazeUe,  September  15th,  page  2^,  1860.) 

1  prefer  the  division  of  the  fissure  by  means  of  a  straight  knife 
introduced  along  the  finger.  The  loss  of  blood  is  trifling,  the  pain 
momentary,  and  the  relief  at  onoe  complete.  Indeed,  the  very  aspect 
of  the  patient  is  changed  when  the  surgeon  re-visits  him. 

The  bowels  had  better  be  kept  quiet  by  opium  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  relieved  by  mild  aperients,  such  as  sulphur  and  senna.  * 

Nelaton  and  Trousseau  reoommend  for  the  treatment  of  nssnree  of 
the  anus,  enemata  of  ezt.  kramerisd,  gr.  75,  to  water,  ^iij.,  used  morn- 
ing and  evening,  and  retained  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes,  as  long  there 
is  pain  on  returning  the  injection.  When  the  pain  has  ceased,  they 
may  be  used  once  a  day  or  once  every  two  days.  It  is  also  useful  to 
apply  locally  a  magma  of  bismuth,  one  part  to  three  of  glycerine. 

In  cases  where  patients  have  declined  the  usual  operations,  I  have 
obtained  benefit  from  the  use  of  carbolic  acid. 

Some  extremely  interesting  cases,  illustrative  of  this  affection,  have 
been  described  by  Mr.  Hilton,  surgeon  to  Guy's  Hospital  "  On  Rest 
and  Pain.'*  In  one  case,  an  anal  ulcer  produced  retention  of  urine 
and  symptoms  of  pregnancy.  The  patient,  a  young  lady,  aged  twen- 
ty-two, withdrew  from  society,  and  passed  her  days  lyins  on  the  sofa. 
l!n  former  times  this  would  have  been  called  "hysteria.*  By  careful 
examination,  however,  the  seat  and  nature  of  the  disease  were  discov- 
ered, and  complete  relief  given  by  the  usual  operation  (page,  291  op. 
oit.)  In  another  case,  an  anal  ulcer  was  accompanied  by  pain  along 
the  sciatic  nerve,  over  the  left  hip  and  loin,  with  pain  in  the  right  leg^ 
(op.  cit.,  page  932.)  Arterial  haemorrhage  has  been  cured  by  division 
of  the  ulcer.  In  a  case  under  my  care,  the  state  of  morbid  irritabili^ 
of  the  vagina,  now  called  vaginismus,  was  kept  up  by  a  similar  morbid 
condition,  and  was  also  relieved  by  the  division  of  the  ulcer. 

These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  cases  of  extensive  ulceration  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  rectum,  but  to  those  conditions  which  bare 
been  well  arranged  under  three  heads.  Fint — The  crack  or  fissure  d 
the  anus.  Second — A  superficial  ulcer,  almost  invariably  co -existent 
with  varicosity  of  the  veins  of  the  rectum.  Third — ^An  excaTated 
ulcer  situated  between  the  external  aud  internal  sphincters. — SrtHA 
Medical  Joumah 
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PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE   UNION   MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OP 
KNIGHT8T0WN.  

The  Society  net  aooording  to  adjournment,  at  the  office  of  Dr. 
Sparks,  in  Knightetown,  on  the  4th  of  March,  186&,  at  one  p.  m. 

The  minntea  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  approyed. 

Dr.  Wilson  Hohhs,  of  Carthage,  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  BawUngs  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  introduce  a  patient 
before  the  Society:  The  patient,  a  male,  »t.  nine,  American,  with  a 
history  and  appearance  something  as  follows:  He  had  a  sore  hand 
abont  harvest  time  of  the  past  year,  which  he  thought  had  been  pois- 
oned. The  doctor  was  called  to  see  him  during  the  autumn,  and  found 
him  laboring  under  what  he  supposed  to  be  an  attack  of  erysipelas  of 
the  lower  extremitiee.  About  the  time  he  recovered  from  this,  there 
appeared  a  swelling  on  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  which  soon  resulted 
in  an  abscess,  which  is  at  this  time  discharging  a  thin,  whitish,  puru- 
lent liquid.  The  aspect  of  ^e  patient  is  of  a  dusky  paleness,  and  the 
whole  scalp  has  been  and  is  yet  considerably  oedematous.  Much  of 
the  hair  has  fallen  off,  and  the  patient  has  a  bloated  look. 

The  treatment  has  consisted  of  Fougera's  cod  liver  oil,  two  table- 
spoonfuls  a  day,  quinine,  iodide  of  iron,  iodide  of  potass,  and  stillingia, 
whisky,  and  a  generous  diet. 

Dr.  Hobbs  said  there  was  yet  a  quantity  of  fluid  contained  at  cer- 
tain points  near  the  old  abscess,  and  he  would  make  openings  for  its 
exit,  and  keep  the  openings  patulous.  He  approves  of  the  Doctor's 
treatment. 

Dr.  Sparks  thought  the  case  scrofulom  in  its  eharacter.  There  are 
three  articles  of  materia  medica  that  he  would  rely  on,  to-wit:  Peru- 
vian bark,  iron,  arsenic,  (Fow.  sol.)  He  thinks  the  tincture  of  the 
bark  much  better  than  the  salts.  He  would  wash  the  abscesses  with 
carbolic  acid. 

Regular  business  being  in  order,  Dr.  Stuart  was  called  on  and  read 
an  essay  on  '^What  will  the  coming  doctor  give  his  patients?"  He 
spoke  of  the  great  latitude  there  is  now  in  the  choice  and  modes  of 
administration  of  remedies,  and  asked  what,  from  this,  are  we  to  expeet 
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<of  the  coming  doctor  ?  He  traced  cursorily  tbe  history  of  the  scieaoe 
of  medicine  from  ita  inohoatiye  state  to  the  present;  how  it  grew  under 
the  doTeloping  care  of  such  fathers  in  medicine  as  Hippocrates,  Cel- 
sul,  Areteus,  Galen,  Paracelsus,  and  others;  and  how  it  has  suffered 
in  the  intervals  in  the  hands  of  charlatans,  quacks,  empirics  and  big- 
ots— men  superstitious  as  well  as  ignorant 

He  spoke  of  the  extravi^ant  use  and  abuse  of  certain  remedies, 
suoh  as  opium,  sulphur,  mercury,  and  tartar  emetic,  when  thej  were 
iBrst  introduced,  or  when  their  use  was  as  at  certain  times  reyiTed. 
He  noted  the  horrors  of  the  history  of  surgery,  such  as  cording  a  limb 
and  allowing  it  to  rot  off,  and  smearing  bleeding  surfaces  with  hot 
pitch  and  searing  them  with  hot  irons.  Eyea  in  the  sunniest  days  of 
medicines,  there  are  extreme  yascilations,  or  as  we  significantly  term 
them,  '^fashions"  or  ^^runs,"  first  in  one  direetion  and  then  in  the 
opposite.  We  hope  we  shall  have  a  knowledge  of  remedies  more  exact 
than  anything  we  possess  to-day. 

Bennett  says,  "  we  have  only  seven  drugs  of  positive  known  thera- 
peutie  value.*'  *'  That  there  are  eight  other  articles  of  great  and  often 
signal  help  in  correcting  diseased  aoUon,  but  they  are  often  fallible." 
^^All  others  than  these  fifteen  are  only  palliative."  Perhaps  our  esti- 
mate of  the  therapeutic  value  of  all  articles  of  our  materia  medica  is 
to  be  materially  changed.  Of  wine,  ale  and  liquors,  Parton  says,  hav- 
ing read  much  on  the  subject  and  talked  with  eminent  physiciaas,  he 
thinks  the  ^'  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  sometimes  when  the  patient  is 
at  a  low  tide  of  vitality,  he  may  turn  the  tide  and  borrow  at  four  o'clock 
enough  of  five  o'clock's  strength  to  enable  him  to  reach  five  o'clock," 
'^That  the  coming  doctor  will  give  his  patients  alcoholic  mixtures  about 
as  often  as  he  will  give  them  laudanum,  and  in  doses  of  about  the  same 
nagputude,  reckoned  by  drops.'* 

The  indications  are  strong,  that  the  coming  doctor,  if  he  give  mer- 
cury at  all,  will  give  it  in  very  moderate  doses.  That  the  coming  doo* 
tor  will  be  much  better  acquainted  with  the  foundations  of  the  science, 
anatomy,  physiokgy  and  pathological  conditions,  as  well  as  the  thera« 
peutio  value  of  remedial  agents.  That  he  will  labor  to  keep  the  peo« 
pie  in  health  and  to  teach  them  to  "occupy  themselves  with  the  phys- 
ical welfare  of  the  race,  without  which  no  other  welfare  is  possible." 

Dr.  Sparks  endorses  the  essay  in  the  main.  Through  ignorance, 
we  misapply  our  remedies.  We  administer  them  too  indiscriminately, 
and  can't  tell  which  does  the  good  to  the  patient.     We  combine  too 

ay  in  our  prescriptions.    We  should  give  fewer  and  watch  their 
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•fbeto  more  closely.  He  thinks  die  oatalogtie  of  remedies  will  be 
iineh  reduced — that  sbont  twenty  are  all  we  need.  He  has  foand  no 
ese  who  says  mercury  ia  not  a  great  eliminator,  and  that  is  all  he  claims 
fcrit 

Dr.  McGavran  has  but  little  confidenoe  in  medicine,  and  thinks 
ttat  swallowing  so  many  drugs  ia  a  mistake. 

Dr.  Hobbs  thinks  medicine  needs  an  advocate  in  the  Society.  He 
las  much  confidenoe  in  medicine.  We  should  understand  it  is  not 
aa  exact  science.  A  science  is  a  collection  of  truths  methodically 
snaaged  so  they  may  be  learned.  An  exact  science  is  a  collecUon  of 
poBlhre  truths  or  facts.  The  science  of  medicine  is  made  up  of  col* 
btted  truths.  Physiology  is  made  up  of  much  more  positiTe  knowU 
sdge.  The  action  of  drugs  is  not  exact,  and  is  not  attained  by  exae4 
pieecascs  or  figures.  This  is  because  we  know  not  all  the  forces  at 
work  in*ourselTe8;  but  we  know  much  and  we  haye  a  right  to  use  out 
knowledge.  Medicine  has  its  age  and  honors — ^it  was  bought  with 
man  brains  and  claims  men  of  move  labor  and  honor  than  Sir  Isaac 
Newton.  It  is  of  no  less  value,  though  it  be  not  a  positive  knowledge. 
The  coming  doctor  will  use  his  best  judgment — this  we  do  not  use  cor- 
letOy. 

I>r.  Lewis  says  the  practice  is  unsatisfactory  because  we  don't  un» 
ientand  the  disease  or  the  drugs  we  administer.  Medicino  will  be 
■ere  exact.  The  coming  doctor  will  be  so  well  acquainted  witii  drugs 
and  disease,  that  he  will  not  put  in  a  whole  handful  of  shot,  but  sim- 
ply one  for  the  bird.  He  has  used  bromide  of  potassium,  and  so  studied 
ilseffectB,  tiiat  he  knows  when  to  apply  it  and  what  to  expect.  If  the 
■errouB  disturbance  is  central,  he  expects  good  efiects,  but  if  periph- 
md,  he  expects  little  from  its  use. 

Or.  Sparks  heii^  called  on,  reported  as  follows: 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1866,  he  was  called  to  see  Miss  B , 

a  good  looking  young  lady,  who  was  insane  and  had  been  for  two 
MDths,  and  was  kept  tied  to  the  fioor.  She  would  have  a  few  hours 
of  comparative  quiet,  but  no  lucid  moments.  She  was  well  oared  for 
aad  of  a  fkmily  well  to  do  in  the  world.  She  had  been  careless  of 
bar  health— exposed  herself  a  good  deal*--was  something  of  a  ^*  tom- 
boy.'* She  had  been  under  the  care  of  three  physicians,  who  thought 
tke  insanity  was  caused  by  the  death  of  her  father,  which  occurred  at 
ABdersonville.  There  was  no  &mily  predisposition  to  insanity.  Fovnd 
tke  patient  sitting  on  the  bed,  quiet,  untied,  with  wild  look.  She  had 
■ot  tteastruated  for  four  months,  pain  in  hypochondriac  region.    Oo«M  i 
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learn  nothing  from  the  girl ;  she  gare  only  nonsenBieal  answers  to  Ue 
questions.    Tongue  dear,  bowels  regular  and  circulation  natural. 

Diagnosis — Hysteria  connected  with  genital  organs.  At  first 
thought  she  might  be  pregnant,  without  a  bint — masked  an  examination 
— ^made  it  per  vagnam.  Found  the  uterus  unimpregnatedy  but  little 
aboTC  the  natural  site,  os  patulous,  organ  too  low  in  the  pelvis;  intro-' 
duced  a  small  bi-yalve  speculum;  all  around  the  os  and  oerrix  was 
granulated ;  cervix  a  dark  purple  and  congested ;  a  thick,  tougb  mucus  ' 
pathognomonic  of  disease  of  the  cavity.  Scarified  the  os  and  cervix 
with  a  probe  coated  with  nitrate  of  silver;  cauterised  the  os,  cervix 
and  cavity;  (prepared  the  cauterising  probe  by  pulverizing  the  argent, 
nit.  and  rolling  the  beated  probe  in  it);  sluiced  (f)  well  the  parts 
with  warm  water;  put  her  to  bed;  gave  no  medicine;  repeated  the 
operation  once  a  week  for  two  months.  Patient  recovered  her  mind 
and  continued  in  health  for  two  years  or  more,  and  perhaps  till  now. 

Dr.  Hobbs  thinks  the  treatment  rather  remarkable ;  that  so  mucb 
cautery  is  very  heroic.  Don't  know  whether  it  has  been  done  by  odiers 
or  not. 

Dr.  Stuart  said  be  had  used  in  one  case  repeatedly,  injections  of 
saturated  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
Ibr  monorrhagia,  and  it  having  failed  to  check  the  bemorrhage,  he  had 
used  Monsel's  sol.  per.  sulph.  iron,  full  strength ;  but  be  took  the  pre- 
caution to  dilate  well  the  os  and  cervix  with  sponge  tents.  The  ii^ee- 
tlons  must  be  recurrent 

Dr.  Lewis  thought  the  result  justified  the  means.  That  the  revul- 
sion did  good,  (if  the  term  revulsion  might  be  applied  here.)  The 
womb  will  stand  almost  anything. 

Dr.  Sparks — ^No  author  hesitates  to  cauterize  the  cavity  when  he 
thinks  it  necessary.  If  we  can't  cure  the  cavity  of  the  cervix  without 
injections,  so  we  can't  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  The  cervix  should  be 
well  dilated  to  prevent  the  fiuid  passing  through  the  Fallopian  tubes. 
Agent  nit.  is  applicable  to  all  inflamed  surfaces — of  the  womb  as  well 
as  the  conjunctiva. 

Dr.  McGavran  has  no  report.  States  he  has  attended  five  or  six 
J0osl-morfems  since  he  came  to  the  place,  in  all  of  which  the  patholog- 
ical condition  has  been  opposite  the  diagnosis.  Beports  a  poMi-mortem 
of  an  epileptic  patient  at  the  Soldiers'  Home.  Patient  had  been 
■flieted  five  or  six  years — ^mind  and  voice  had  &iled.  The  examina- 
tion showed  that  the  left  parietal  bone  was  thickened ;  calvarium  rough- 
ened ;  space  half  the  sise  of  his  hand  without  diplod ;  dura  mater  tiiick- 
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e&ed  and  attached  to  the  araehooid ;  brain  aataral ;  about  three  otuiceB 
of  fluid  in  the  Tentrioles.  Patient  had  used  medicine  six  years,  which 
did  him  no  good. 

Dr.  Hobbs  thinks  the  case  only  shows  the  uncertainty  of  otir  sci* 
eaee.  There  is  much  that  is  conjectoral — ^not  always  confirmed  in  the 
eadaver.  Special  pathology  has  thrown  much  light  on  diseased  con- 
ditions. We  should  be  diligent  in  the  application  of  what  knowledge 
we  possesa,  and  we  will  be  armed  as  never  men  were  before.  Truth 
still  invites  us  to  be  diligent  and  not  to  become  discouraged.  We  muat 
sot  treat  disease  wholly  by  the  books,  but  use  common  sense.  The 
most  important  means  against  disease,  is  good^  hard  common  teme. 

Dr.  Lewis  being  called  on,  reported  as  follows: 

On  Uie  12th  of  December,  1865,  half^past  eight  p.  k.,  he  visited  a 
patient— a  female — ^and  found  her  quiet  in  bed.  Pulse,  skin,  and  gen- 
end  condition,  normal.  A  child,  newly  IxMm  apparently,  was  lying  in 
the  lap  of  the  patient's  mother,  who  was  sitting  by  the  fire.  She  stated 
lliat  the  ohild  had  been  born  about  one-half  hour.  On  examiufttion, 
be  found  a  placenta  in  the  vagina  of  the  patient,  which  he  removed. 
Tbe  general  condition  of  the  generative  organs  of  the  patient,  was  that 
of  a  newly  delivered  woman.  The  babe  was  a  male.  Left  the  patient 
comfortable.  Question:  How  should  a  physician  testify  before  court 
inder  such  circumstances? 

Cask  II— On  December  dOth,  1867,  Mrs. was  found  by  the 

Doctor  lying  on  the  bed  dead.  The  appearance  of  the  body  was  natural ; 
a  leather  strap  was  around  her  neck,  some  two  feet  long,  with  the  re- 
Bote  end  cut  smooth;  her  age  was  thirty-six;  she  was  married  and 
bad  given  birth  to  her  fifth  child  i  she  was  of  melancholic  tempera- 
aent;  several  of  her  anceslers  had  taken  themselves  off;  she  lived 
uihappily  with  her  husband,  and  her  hair  was  prematurely  grey; 
die  had  probably  reasoned  coolly  and  well  on  the  matter  of  taking 
banelf  off,  but  reached  wrong  conclusions.  The  Doctor  read  Ham- 
let*8  soliloquy — the  inimitable  expression  of  a  great  mind  contemplat- 
ing self-destruction. 

Dr.  Hobbs,  concerning  Dr.  Lewis'  first  case,  would  teslafy  that  the 
woman  had  been  delivered  of  a  child,  but  could  not  testify  that  the 
obild  in  the  woman's  lap  was  that  child.  He  could  also  testify  firom 
the  placenta  and  its  position,  whether  the  child  was  viable. 

Dr.  Sparks — ^Hight  a  placenta  be  plaoedin  the  vagina  for  impom- 
tien,  as  where  the  question  of  property  is  involved? 

Dr.  Hobbs  thinks  it  is  not  possible  to  have  the  vagina,  the  os,  and^ 
external  parts,  in  the  condition  in  which  they  were,  without  a  real  birth. 


tSC  VBBTiatN  IGUBHiiL  OF  MSDSGDIfti 

Dr.  RowHbs  reported  tiro  oasea  of  priauparons  pataenta,  in  botliof 
which  the  head  of  the  ohild  waB  well  engaged  in  the  superior  stnh, 
but  all  progress  seem  stayed.  To  one  he  gave  ergot,  and  the  ehiU 
was  quickly  expelled.  The  other  he  treated  similarly,  and  the  patient 
went  to  sleep.    The  Doctor  aska  an  explanation  of  the  disorepanoy. 

Dr.  McGavran  reported  two  eases  of  retarded  labor,  which  weft 
speedily  brought  to  a  termination  by  warn  bath. 

Dr.  Lewis  had  quit  the  use  of  ergot,  but  gave  quinine  freely,  aad 
if  there  be  irritebilility,  he  added  morphine.  He  has  unbounded  ooi? 
fidence  in  quinine,  and  thinks  it  acts  on  the  spinal  nenroua  centen. 

Dr.  Hobbs  has  had  a  remarkable  experienee  in  obstetric  praetiee. 
During  nineteen  years,  with  a  reasonable  share  of  obstetric  practice, 
he  has  neyer  lost  a  single  case  in  child  bed  or  any  of  ite  accidente. 
He  uses  the  powder  or  a  decoction  of  ergot,  and  always  preparei  it 
in  eyery  case,  through  fear  of  post  partum  hemorrhage,  but  does  not 
always  use  it. 

Dr.  Sparks  fears  hemorrhage,  and  giyee  ergot  a  little  befoxe  the 
birth  of  the  child. 

Dr.  Hobbs  asks  if  it  l>e  the  uniform  experience  of  those  present^ 
if  the  labor  is  more  tedious  when  the  cord  is  around  the  child's  neck; 
and  whether  labor  is  more  tedious  when  the  child  is  '*  gummy.''  All 
who  replied,  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Dr.  Lewis — When  the  liquor  amnii  is  abundant,  the  child  is  not 
i'gummy,"  and  vice  ver$a. 

Dr.  Hobbs  moved  that  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meet- 
ing be  offered  to  the  Western  Journal  for  publication. 

Dr.  Rawlins  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place,  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  April,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M. 

J.  H.  Stuabt,  Secretary.  John  Lbvis,  PremdenL 
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Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  Society  met  in  the  oftoe  of  Dr.  Kit- 
tinger,  in  Winamac,  Indiana,  April  7ih,  1869. 

Minutes  of  last  meetimg  read  and  aceeptod. 

Doctors  William  Perry,  of  North  Judson,  A.  R.  Thompsoa,  Ke- 
wvna,  and  P.  H.  Leavitt,  Winamac,  were  admitted  to  membenkip. 
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The  ihird  antmal  election  of  oftcen  wmB  held,  wlikk  resulted  a» 
follows: 

/VeMden<--J.  W,  G.  B^toh,  Paliiski. 

Secrttary^l.  B.  WASEBimH,  Stor  Citj. 

TVeomrer — J.  H.  Smith,  Kewftoa. 

CenacTs-^¥,  B.  Thomas,  WIjuuiim,  P.  H.  Lxatitt,  WiiuuiMc,  B.  W.  Jackbos, 
Kewaoa. 

The  following  were  selected  as  delegates  to  the  State  Medical  As- 
soeiation :  J.  H.  Smith,  L.  D,  Glazebrook,  Wm.  Kelsey,  J.  B.  Hoag^ 
and  W.  S.  Cleland. 

Dr.  Hoag  reported  a  case  of  abscess  of  the  Inng,  supposed  to  have 
been  caused  by  swallowing  a  pin. 

Doctors  F.  6.  Thomas  add  A.  R.  Thompson,  reported  cases  of  con- 
tinued feyer,  which  assumed  a  typhoid  condition  and  resulting  very 
fatally,  five  of  seven  patients  having  died  of  hemorrhage  of  the  bowels. 

The  etiology,  semeiology,  pathology  and  treatment,  were  discussed 
at  lengthi  by  Doctors  Thomas,  Hoag,  Smith,  Eaton,  Washburn,  Thomp- 
son and  Beddiok. 

Brainard  Medical  Society  was  organised  two  years  ago.  It  now 
numbers  twefUy-ieven  members,  who  are  located  in  Pulaski,  Starke, 
Fulton  and  Cass  counties.  I.  B.  Washbubn,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


ALLEN  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY.    . 


Four  Waynb,  Apbil  6,  1869. 

Meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President,  Dr.  H.  P.  Ayers.  Mem- 
bers preeent.  Doctors  Ayers,  Sen.,  S.  G.  Ayers,  Thacker,  Smith,  Gregg, 
MeCullough,  Rosenthal  and  Fitssimmons. 

Ifinutefl  of  tiie  previous  meeting  were  read  by  the  secretary,  ap- 
^oved  by  the  Society  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  record. 

A  case  of  carcinoma  was  then  presented  to  the  Society  for  exam- 
ination, by  Dr.  Bieliart,  of  Roanoke,  the  history  of  which,  as  given  by 
ike  Dootor,  was  as  follows : 

Mr.  h^*~  m  forty-five  years  of  age.  Eight  or  ten  years  ago  a 
small  brown  spot  wae  noticed  in  the  skin  on  the  left  cheek,  which 
attracted  but  little  attention,  however,  until  about  two  years  sinoe, 
when  it  was  obstrved  that  something  like  a  wart  was  growing  out  of 
the  brown  spot,  and  was  attended  by  sharp,  darting  pauis .    Aetiag 


^iyiiiz.cu  uy    ■ 


"«3 


le 


284  WBATXKN  JOURNAL  01*  MIDKHNX^ 

upon  the  soggestion  of  friends,  Uie  patient  had  this  wart  '<  plucked  out 
by  the  roots  at  the  dark  of  eyerj  moon/'  thinking  thus  to  destroy  it 
The  results,  however,  were  always  to  the  oontrary,  each  sucoeBsive 
plucking  being  followed  by  an  increase  in  the  sise  of  the  wart.  The 
patient  then  sought  the  aid  of  several  noted  cancer  doctors,  who  lay- 
ished  their  skill  upon  the  persistent  little  wart  in  vain,  for  instead  of 
yielding  to  their  treatment,  it  flourished  luxuriously  under  the  stimulus 
of  their  caustics  and  other  irritants,  which  conyerted  it,  howeyer,  into 
an  extensiye  ulcerating  sore,  presenting  at  present,  rather  a  formidable 
appearance.  The  surface  of  the  ulcer  is  irregularly  eleyated  above 
the  surrounding  surface  of  the  cheek ;  is  oval  in  shape,  and  measures 
about  two  by  two  and  a  half  inches;  the  upper  margin  of  the  ulcer 
approaches  to  within  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  the  external 
angle  of  the  eye,  in  which  direction  it  is  rapidly  extending;  the  paro- 
tid, thyroid,  and  other  glands  in  the  vicinity,  are  enlarged,  which  has 
been  the  case,  however,  only  since  the  application  of  eaustics,  and 
hence  it  is  thought  to  be  sympathetic  only. 

Upon  examination,  the  members  present  were  agreed  as  to  the 
malignancy  of  the  disease,  and  advised  excision  as  the  only  admissable 
treatment. 

Dr.  Thacker  expressed  the  opinion  that  attachment  to  the  perios- 
teum would  be  found,  but  thought  excision  the  only  moans  of  sav- 
ing the  eye,  for  a  time,  and  at  least  retarding  the  advance  of  the  dis- 


Doctors  Ayers,  Sen.,  Gregg,  Bosenthal,  and  others,  thought  thai  no 
attachment  had  yet  been  formed. 

The  patient's  father  died  of  cancer  located  in  the  epigastric  region. 

Dr.  Thacker  presented  an  interesting  pathological  specimen,  being 
a  case  of  ectropium  of  the  liver,  in  a  male  foetus  of  about  seven  months, 
found  by  workmen  on  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  St.  Mary's  river, 
near  the  city.  The  liver  was  considerably  enlarged,  and  protruded 
through  an  opening  in  the  abdominal  walls  of  about  two  and  a  half 
by  three  inches,  which  corresponded  to  the  aiie  of  the  liver.  This 
organ  occupied  the  umbilical  region  and  was  covered  by  the  peritoneum 
and  cuticle  only,  which  had  been  ruptured,  presenting  an  appearance 
as  though  the  umbilicus  had  been  forcibly  torn  away,  tiie  umbilical 
vein  and  hypogastric  arteries  being  traceable  from  the  oenter  of  the 
tumor. 

Upon  motion  by  Dr.  Rosenthal,  Dr.  C.  8.  Ayert  was  inatruotod  to 
procure  copies  of  photograph  of  Sommera,  showing  the  large  tonor 

..yitized  by  Google 


OOBBSSPONDBMCK.  296 

oa  the  occiput,  (a  case  heretofore  before  the  Society,)  in  numbers  suf- 
fieient  to  supply  the  members. 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  constitiition  were  then  called  for,  and 
being  read,  were  adopted.     The  amendments  are  as  follows : 

Section  first  of  article  fifth,  amended  to  read — 

**Anj  person  becoming  an  active  member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  required  to 
mgn  the  constitation  and  by-laws  thereof,  pay  an  annual  fee  of  one  dollar,  and 
iball  attend  not  Use  than  four  regular  meetings  during  the  year. 

Section  second  amended  to  read — 

•• 

"A  member  may  be  suspended  or  expelled  by  a  two-third  vote  of  all  active 
members,  charges  and  specifications  haviog  been  preferred  one  month  previous  to 
the  time  of  trial. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  amendments,  the  members  present  paid 
the  annual  fee  of  one  dollar  to  the  secretary. 

The  following  delegates  to  the  State  and  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciations were  appointed :  State — Doctors  H.  P.  Ayers,  9.  C.  Ayers, 
Gregg,  Thacker  and  Rosenthal.     American — Dr.  H.  P.  Ayers. 

Dr.  Rosenthal  moved  that  the  proceedings  of  this  Society  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Western  Journal  of  Medicine.  Motion  was  carried,  and 
the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  the  first  Thursday  in  May. 

P.  G.  Kblsey,  Secretary, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


DERMATOLOGY  IN  VIENNA, 


YiSMNA,  Mabch  15,  1869. 
Howerer  true  it  may  be  in  the  world  of  politics,  as  the  present 
Napoleon  would  assure  us,  when  he  introduces  his  uncle  in  Cassar's 
guise,  in  his  biography  of  the  latter;  or,  however  true,  in  the  realm  of 
poesy  and  the  fine  arts,  as  we  are  all  almost  forced  to  acknowledge, 
diat  there  does  oeeasionally  appear  on  the  stage  of  life,  a  genius  which, 
by  superior  endowments  fVom  birth,  is  able  to  disregard  or  neglect 
the  weary  labor  of  preparation,  moulding  or  creating  oireumstances 
to  its  will,  by  one  grand  stride  to  reach  success,  in  the  sphere  of 
medieme  there  is,  there  can  be  no  such  power.  The  master  minds 
of  Bnrope,  aa  fkr  as  wa  hate  been  able  to  obsenre  them,  htM  in  no 
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instance  presented  the  brilliant  scintillations  of  unearthly  fires  as  io 
OUT  fancy  we  painted  them;  without  hitherto  a  single  exception,  they 
haye  been  none  other  than  simple  plodding  laborers  in  the  great  har- 
Test  field;   and  although  in  many  instances,  a  quickness  of  concep- 
tion and  skill  in  diagnosis,  might  seem  to  the  uninformed  a  qualifica- 
tion of  almost  omniscient  character,  yet  it  is  always  eyident  to  the 
student,  that  this  knowledge  is  only  the  result  and  the  reward  yielded 
to  the  rich  experience  in  positions  attained  by  unceasing  toil.     Prof. 
Hebra  offers  no  exception,  either  in  appearance  or  address.     In  person, 
of  short,  solid  build,  hair  and  heayy  mustache  already  frosted  by  some 
fifty  odd,  face  full,  round,  rather  prominent  cold  gray  eye,  square,  de- 
termined chin,  duplicated  by  a  fold  beneath,  character  in  full  accord, 
sharp,  decisiye,  and  perhaps  occasionally  a  little  stubborn,  certainly  a 
little  too  seyere  in  his  criticisms  on  his  fellow  specialists.     His  clinic 
is  always  rendered  interesting,  aside  from  its  real  yalue,  by  occasional 
sallies  of  wit,  with  which  he  spices  his  lectures  and  which  are  always 
terse  and  relishable.     Were  it  not  for  these,  when  he  chuckles  all  oyer 
with  a  jest  which  only  adds  to  the  general  effect,  and  which  foreyer 
precludes  the  idea,  he  might  be  regarded,  and  we  mean  no  irreyerence 
whateyer,  as  a  typical  personification  of  a  little  fat  country  judge  in 
the  dispensation  of  the  law,  duly  impressed  with  the  responsibilitiea 
of  his  position.     Hebra  is  a  man,  too,  who  has  not  plunged  so  pro- 
foundly into  the  recesses  of  science  as  to  haye  become  Newton>like 
utterly  obliyious  to  corporeal  wants ;  his  rotundity  alone  is  eyidenoe 
enough  to  the  contrary;  his  jocundity,  too,  in  a  measure,  and  if  there 
should  still  linger  a  doubt,  it  will  be  dissipated  by  the  purchase  of  his 
ticket  of  admission,  which  is  nearly  triple  the  price  of  other  chairs, 
still  it  is  cheap  enough  at  that,  about  twelve  dollars  currency  for  si 
three  months  course. 

The  lectures  are  all  deliyered  in  the  ward,  a  half-dozen  bencheft 
arranged  around  a  small  enclosed  arena,  accommodating  the  thirty  or 
forty  students  in  attendance.  Male  patients  are  stripped  perfectly  nude 
and  required  to  stand  on  a  chair  or  table  in  the  center,  while  the  female 
are  permitted  to  preserye  a  portion  of  their  attire.  On  the  wall,  at  the 
side,  hnigs  a  1^11  length  portrait  of  the  professor,  painted  by  sobsorip- 
tion  from  his  students.  The  material  is  partly  out-door,  the  ambula- 
torium,  partly  patients  in  the  house,  and  as  you  may  well  imagine, 
eyery  yariety  and  form  of  cutaneous  disease  are  presented.  By  fiar,  the 
great  majority  are  scabies,  ecsema,  prurigo  and  syphilis,  though,  ef 
course,  ihe  yarieties  are  duly  exhibited.    As  you  »re  aware,  his  claaai* 
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ficadon  depends  neither  on  the  appeaninoe  of  the  disease  nor  the  phys- 
iology, nor  the  effeet  of  therapy,  but  on  the  anatomy.  This  is  the 
fiiTorite  mode  of  oiassification  now-a-days,  not  only  of  skin  diseases, 
bat  of  other  forms.  Yirehow's  division  of  tnmors  after  this  rule,  is 
■ow  everywhere  adopted,  and  Hebra's  of  cntaneoos  diseases  is  rapidly 
gaining  ground.  It  certainly  simplifies  the  matter  wonderfully,  for 
skin  diseases  have  long  ago  been  removed  from  the  opprobria  they 
once  were.  Why  should  we  call  a  disease  which  is  to-day  papular, 
to-morrow  vesicular,  and  the  day  after  pustular,  each  time  by  a  differ- 
ent name,  observes  Hebra  time  and  again,  when  all  the  time  it  is  the 
same  disease?  A  scabies  is  now  one  or  the  other,  according  as  the  sur- 
face is  scratched.  In  almost  all  oases,  pustules  hii  only  the  effects  of 
Bcratehing,  and  consequently,  nearly  the  whole  file  of  pustular  disease 
is  swept  away.  Scabies  presents  at  the  clinic  in  every  variety  of 
appearance,  among  the  fearfully  degraded  poor  which  this  land  pro- 
duces. In  all  cases,  the  treatment  is  the  so-called  "cure  salve.''  We 
were  led  into  the  room  a  few  days  ago,  to  witness  its  application ;  a 
balf-dozen  men  and  boys,  perfectly  naked,  were  drawn  up  in  line,  and 
the  old  nurse,  a  regular  n^jor  domo,  took  his  position  before  them, 
with  a  large  pot  of  the  semi-solid  salve  at  his  feet.  A  small  quantity 
was  presented  to  each  for  the  hands,  then  the  foreanns,  arms,  abdo- 
men, lower  extremities,  &6.,  and  finally,  for  the  back,  the  conipany  then 
fsced  to  the  right,  standing  in  company  file,  when  each  officiated  for 
the  man  before.  It  was  a  singular  sight  and  ludicrous  in  the  extreme, 
each  man  of  a  dark  mahogany  color,  toiling  with  might,  and  main,  for 
the  discipline  is  strict,  on  the  back  of  his  neighbor,  who  in  turn  labored 
upon  the  one  before.  After  the  friction,  each  individual  is  laid  in  bed 
sad  rolled  in  a  blanket  from  head  to  foot,  and  there  he  lies  for  two 
days.  He  is  then  inspected ;  should  he  not  require  another  applica- 
tion, he  is  now  rubbed  off  with  fine  clay.  Prof.  Hebra  insists  strongly 
that  he  shall  not  bathe  for  four  or  five  days,  as  the  concomitant  eczema 
is  always  aggravated  thereby.  After  this  latter  friction,  he  is  dismissed 
— cured  of  his  scabies.  Should  the  eczema  require  treatment,  he  is 
famished  with  ol.  cadini,  a  preparation  of  tar,  which  he  is  instructed 
to  use.  The  Professor  has  tried  all  the  various  plans  of  treatment, 
but  always  returns  to  the  all-healing  salve.  Its  composition  is  the  fol* 
lowing:  Sulphur,  tar,  each  six  ounces;,  soap,  fat,  each  one  pound; 
chalk,  four  ounces.  Of  course,  in  private  practice,  other  finer  prepa- 
raliona  are  employed.  Eczema  is  treated  according  to  its  form.  In 
a  most  exquisite  case  in  the  acute  form,  which  occurred  a  few  days 
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ago,  wberein  tlie  entire  trank  was  oovered  with  Tesicks  on  an  inflamed 
base,  pulverized  starcli  was  applied,  and  in  fo«r  or  fiye  days  the  cure 
was  complete.  Incrustations  are  softened  and  removed  by  the  appli- 
cation of  clotlfs  saturated  in  cod  liver  oil ;  when  either  the  oil  is  con- 
tinued, or  preparations  of  tar  united  with  it,  or  alone  maintained,  or 
in  obstinate  forms,  caoutchouc  glove  or  stocking  is  worn. 

Prurigo,  he  pronounces  an  incurable  disease.  The  intense  itchiBg 
may  always  be  mitigated,  and  the  papules  may  even  disappear  for  a 
time,  but  they  always  inevitably  and  unezceptionally  return.  The 
best  treatment  of  obstinate  cases  is,  maceration  by  fourteen  day  baths, 
application  of  the  so-called  smear  soap  and  futty  inunctions.  Some- 
times tar  is  of  decided  efficacy.  Prurigo  is  a  disease  of  the  horny 
tissue,  like  ichthyosis  and  lichen  pilaris.  In  children,  it  is  best 
treated  by  warm  baths  of  an  hour's  duration,  and  subsequently,  appli- 
cation of  spiritus  alkalinus.  Syphilis  in  all  its  forms  and  ravages,  is  a 
daily  visitor.  The  treatment  is  the  mercurial  inunction  generally,  com- 
mencing with  the  forearms  for  one  day,  the  arms  for  another,  and  ao 
on  over  the  body,  to  avoid  ecsema,  until  its  e£fects  are  obtained.  Aa 
to  whether  a  soft  chancre  may  produce  general  contagion,  the  question 
is,  still,  after  manifold  experiment,  sub  judice.  The  mercurial  treat- 
ment is  only  employed  for  existent  symptoms. 

To  attempt  even  a  synopsis  of  therapeutics,  would  be  a  task  as 
useless  as  endless,  for  Hebra's  work,  the  first  volume,  has  been  already 
^translated  into  English,  is  within  your  possession.  Had  we  time 
and  permission,  we  would  gladly  translate  the  condensed  work  of  Dr. 
Neumann,  Docent  of  this  department,  which  contains  everything  that 
the  general  practitioner  requires. 

The  baths  of  the  Hospital  are  conducted  on  a  scale  which  merits 
notice.  A  long  row  of  chambers  on  the  ground  floor  are  divided  into 
small  apartments,  containing  the  requisites  of  baths,  simple,  medicated, 
steam,  douche,  &c.,  with  every  facility  for  use,  the  great  peculiar  feature 
is  the  treatment  by  continual  baths.  In  cases  of  extreme  burns,  and 
in  cases  of  many  forms  of  disease  which  have  obstinately  resisted  all 
treatment,  resort  is  had  to  the  continual  bath.  A  rope  bed  is  stretched 
along  the  center  of  a  long  tub,  and  arranged  by  pulleys  so  that  it  can 
be  elevated  or  lowered  at  pleasure,  and  the  patient,  naked,  of  course, 
with  the  head  on  a  pillow  above  the  surface,  passes  a  portion  of  his 
life  under  water.  Day  and  night  he  remains  in  his  watery  couoh,  eate 
there,  amuses  himself  there,  sleeps  there,  and  is  only  elevated  for  the 

»Both  TolumM  hATe  been  translated  and  publifhed  by  the  Sydenham  Society— the  socx 
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inflertion  of  «  yessel  under  him  to  receive  discharges.  It  has  proved 
of  the  most  decided  efficacy  in  hums,  relieving  the  intense  pain^  spa- 
ring the  agony  of  the  change  of  dressings,  and  materially  abbreviating 
the  cure.  It  has  been  found,  however,  that  in  very  extensive  burns, 
the  mortality  is  undiminished.  A  few  weeks  ago  a  case  of  universal 
psoriasis  was  exhibited,  whose  history  was  nine  months  of  aquatic  life. 
The  surface,  before  the  bath,  was  so  stiff  that  the  slightest  motion  was 
attended  with  extreme  pain.  At  one  time,  during  the  long  treatment, 
at  the  solicitation  of  the  patient,  who  was  weary  of  the  monotony,  he 
was  removed  and  the  body  was  enveloped  in  cod  liver  oil,  but  the  dis- 
ease returning  in  all  its  former  violence,  soon  induced  him  to  petition 
a  return  to  the  bath,  which  was  granted.     He  is  now  nearly  well. 

Our  old  friend,  carbolic  acid,  plays  quite  an  important  part  in  der- 
matology. It  is  used  in  many  cases  where  the  disease  depends  on 
parasitic  formation,  e.  y.,  herpes  tonsurans,  pityriasis  versicolor,  favus, 
Ac,  and  has  been  found  of  peculiar  efficacy  in  hastening  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  indurated  bases  of  ulcers,  chancres,  &c.  It  is  generally 
applied  in  solution  with  glycerine  or  alcohol,  to  indurations ;  pure 
petroleum  is  the  application  to  pediculi  capitis,  vestimentorum,  or 
pubis,  equally  efficacious  and  far  less  dangerous  than  mercury.  Even 
these  foul  cases  of  plica  polonica,  where  the  hair  is  matted  into  a 
mass  from  the  product  of  seborrhea,  pediculi,  eczema  and  dirt,  from 
extraneous  sources,  until  a  cap  of  nearly  an  inch  thickness  is  formed, 
and^  which  is  regarded  by  some  of  the  credulous  as  a  charm  against 
disease,  yield  readily  to  the  continued  application  of  coal  oil,  and  fre- 
quent ablutions,  without  even  cutting  the  hair  of  women,  which  is,  in 
general,  for  no  disease,  seldom  or  ever  removed. 

The  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  diagnoses,  seem  at  first  but  little  less 
than  miraculous ;  patient's  histories,  to  their  profound  amazement,  are 
revealed  to  them  firom  the  commencement  of  their  disease  to  their 
appearance  here.  1.  There  are  no  diseases  in  which  their  subjective 
symptoms  are  so  little  needed.  2.  Very  seldom  is  a  question  neces- 
nry,  or  when  desired,  it  seems  only  in  corroboration  of  a  previous 
statement.  3.  The  type  of  the  affection  is  written  upon  the  body  in 
characters  which  utterly  set  at  nought  any  equivocations  or  direct  false- 
hoods from  the  patients  themselves.  4.  Characters,  too,  which,  like 
the  hieroglyphics  of  archoeologic  love,  have  been  and  are  being  deci- 
phered by  the  priests  in  the  temple  of  science,  and  their  discoveries 
likewise,  but  in  a  far  higher  and  nobler  manner  appropriated  to  the 
benefit  of  their  fellow  man.  Whittakeb.  t 
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New  York  City,  April  10,  1869. 
Dear  Journal:  After  the  bustle  and  excitement  of  the  past  win- 
ter at  the  various  schools,  male  and  female,  of  our  city,  we  are  once 
more  enjoying  a  period  of  comparative  rest.  The  numerous  lectures, 
clinics  and  operations  of  the  winter  course,  are  over,  and  the  dissect- 
ing rooms  closed  for  six  months.  The  college  halls  present  a  deserted 
appearance  indeed,  afler  having  been  so  crowded  for  the  past  half  year 
with  the  several  hundred  students  who  have  recently  been  among  us. 
To  each  and  to  every  one  who  is  this  spring  commencing  the  real  strug- 
gle of  life,  we  would  wish  a  hearty  God -speed,  and  extend  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship.  May  bright  success  and  happiness  be  theirs.  And 
yet,  we  never  attend  a  medical  commencement,  and  see  the  enthusias- 
tic young  student,  with  beaming  eye  and  high  hope  upon  his  brow, 
receiving  his  coveted  diploma,  without  a  feeling  of  sadness  creeping 
over  us.  And  this,  because  we  can  not  help  looking  forward  into  the 
mysterious  future,  and  picturing  to  ourselves  how  many  of  these,  now 
80  bright  and  buoyant,  will,  ere  many  years  have  flown,  fall  by  the 
wayside,  overcome  by  the  turmoil  and  strife,  and  be  trampled  and  for- 
gotten, long  ere  the  goal  of  their  ambition  is  attained.  Many  a  noble 
man  has  closed  his  weary  eyes  in  death,  no  longer  able  to  keep  up  the 
struggle,  and  sunk  into  an  unknown  grave,  no  hero  on  the  pages  of 
the  world's  history,  but  none  the  less  a  martyr  to  the  glorious  science 
that  he  loved  so  well.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  the  hardships,  and 
the  difficulties,  and  the  disappointments,  that  so  often  await  those  of 
our  profession,  we  would  never  offer  a  single  word  of  discouragement 
to  any  who  have  entered  into  it  or  who  contemplate  its  adoption  from 
proper  motives ;  but  would  the  rather  say  to  them,  if  you  would  sue- 
ceed,  be  enthusiasts  in  the  profession  of  your  choice.  None  is  nobler, 
none  more  God-like.  Enthunaam,  as  in  all  other  things,  so  in  our 
calling,  to  a  certain  degree,  is  the  soul  of  success.  Not  sentimental 
fanaticism,  which  is  the  dream  of  success,  but  a  living,  an  energetic 
enthusiasm,  which  is  the  realization  of  success.  Words,  like  men, 
often  lose  their  reputation,  from  evil  connection ;  so,  by  associating  the 
word  enthusiast  with  the  teaching  of  the  false  and  sickly  doctrines  of 
the  day,  it  has  lost  caste.  Yet,  what  is  enthusiasm,  but  the  earnest 
life-devotion  to  an  end,  the  absorption  of  a  man's  being  in  some  idea 
and  purpose?  Until  the  mind  and  the  heart  have  become  interwoven 
with  the  purpose,  and  thus  separated  from  all  ulterior  objects  and 
influences,  no  great  end  has  ever  yet  been  truly  accomplished.  Listen ! 
And  as  you  tread  the  memory  vaults  of  the  illustrious  dead,  everj 
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vererberation  speaka  of  the  deatbless  energy  and  pasaioiiate  derotioii 
— a  life-long  enthnaiasm.  What  could  be  more  grand  than  onr  life- 
work — ^to  relieve  hnman  suffering  and  to  prolong  hnman  life?  It  is 
mira  to  aoothe  the  brow  of  anguish;  oura  to  drive  the  demon  pain 
away;  ours  to  raise  the  prostrate  sufferer;  ours,  relying  upon  a  Higher 
Power! 

Bui  pardon  us,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  we  meant  not  thus  to  wander,  but 
such  was  the  current  of  our  thoughts. 

The  spring  courses  of  lectures  are  now  quietly  progressing,  and 
the  younger  men  of  the  profession  have  once  more  an  opportunity 
of  ventilating  their  views  upon  the  various  branches  of  our  art. 
The  lectures,  for  the  most  part,  are  not  delivered  by  the  regular  pro- 
fessors, but  by  their  assistants,  or  by  those  who  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  secure  positions  as  summer  lecturers.  Many  of  the  regular 
professors,  however,  still  appear  at  the  clinics,  which  are  again  in  full 
and  active  operation ;  and  the  course  this  season  is  particularly  fine. 
We  never  lack  for  material  in  this  city.  Tho  following  is  the  pro- 
gramme for  each  day,  (the  clinics  being  held  at  the  three  medical  col- 
leges, New  York,  Bellevue  and  Charity  Hospitals,  and  at  the  New  York 
Eye,  and  Cosmopolitan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary:) 

Monday — ^Two  surgical,  three  eye  and  ear,  one  venereal,  one  skin 
diseases,  one  obstetrical,  and  one  medical.  Tue9day — Three  surgical, 
^ree  medical,  two  eye  and  ear.  Wednesday — ^Two  medical,  and  one 
eye  and  ear.  Thurtday — ^Two  surgical,  one  eye  and  ear,  one  medical, 
and  one  obstetrical.  Friday — Two  surgical,  one  eye  and  ear,  one 
medical,  one  skin  diseases,  one  obstetrical.  Saturday — Two  medical, 
one  eye  and  ear,  one  children's  diseases,  and  one  surgical. 

Amidst  such  a  variety,  it  would  seem  that  the  student  ought  to 
acquire  much  practical  information,  and  so  do  those  who  make  a  proper 
use  of  their  eyes  and  ears.  In  its  &cilities  for  the  practical  study  of 
disease.  New  York  city  is  rapidly  distancing  all  competitors. 

Week  before  last,  the  mortality  of  this  city  amounted  to  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,  of  this  number,  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  died 
in  tenement  houses,  one  hundred  and  two  in  public  institutions,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  in  private  houses  and  hotels.  The  health 
of  the  city,  on  the  whole,  is  good.  The  excitement  in  relation  to  small- 
pox is  abating.  Great  vigilance,  however,  is  exercised  at  the  quaran- 
tine and  emigrant  landing,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  this  fear- 
ful disease  in  several  of  tiie  European  cities.  It  is  spreading  widely 
in  Montreal,  and  is  still  on  the  increase  in  California    The  Medical 
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Oamite  mjb:  "The  Cbb/omta  Medkal  ChuUU  snggaflta  Oiat  ear&ol>r 
otfuJ  ahould  haye  a  thorough  trial  as  a  proieetiTe  againat  snudl-pox. 
<Let  the  air  of  the  room  in  which  the  small-pox  patient  is  Ijing,  be 
saturated  with  it;  let  a  solution  of  it  be  sprinkled  on  the  floors,  from 
which  the  earpets  should  be  taken  up;  let  large  woolen  cloths,  sata- 
rated  with  it,  be  hung  about ;  let  some  of  it  be  put  in  every  close  stool 
nnd  ohamber  utensil,  so  that  all  the  excreta,  as  soon  as  passed  from  the 
patient,  may  be  modified  and  disinfected  by  it;  let  the  sewers  and  cess- 
pools belonging  to  the  premises,  be  flooded  with  even  a  weak  solution, 
for  one  one-thousandth  or  even  one  fifleen-hundreth  part  of  carbolic 
aeid,  will  prevent  the  decomposition,  fermentation,  and  putrefaotimi  of 
urine,  blood  and  fmces  for  monUis,  while  one  ten-thousandth  has  been 
fbund  sufficient  by  Dr.  Letheby  to  keep  sewarage  sweet  or  nearly  deodor- 
ised. Let  every  piece  of  clothing,  and  all  bedding  that  has  been  in  con- 
tact with  the  disease,  be  washed  in  it;  let  the  body  of  the  sick  person 
be  sponged  off  with  it;  let  all  attendants  wash  in  it,  or  sprinkle  their 
clothes  with  it;  and  let  it  be  sprinkled  about,  both  in  and  outekle  the 
house.'" 

The  anniversary  exercises  of  the  Women's  Medical  College  of  the 
New  York  Infirmary,  were  held  on  April  1st)  and  were  of  a  very  inter- 
esting nature.  A  large  and  fashionable  audience  was  present,  and 
evinced  much  interest  in  the  proceedings.  The  report  of  the  institu- 
tion was  read  by  Emily  Blackwell.  "That  the  infirmary  met  a  want, 
was  shown  by  the  readiness  with  which  both  patients  and  stndenta 
resorted  to  it.  Its  value  as  a  charity,  is  proved  by  its  growth  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty,  the  record  of  its  first  year's  practice,  to  seven 
thousand,  two  hundred,  the  number  of  its  last  year's  patients.  Its 
value  to  students  is  proved  by  looking  over  its  record,  and  seeing  how 
many  of  our  most  successful  and  women  phyuoians  have  been  con- 
nected with  it  as  physicians  and  students.  During  the  last  twelve 
years,  a  succession  of  young  women,  three  or  four  at  a  time,  have  come 
to  the  infirmary,  and  for  varying  periods  of  from  one  to  four  years, 
have  devoted  themselves  to  medical  work,  taking  care  of  the  patients 
in  its  wards,  prescribing  for  them  in  the  dispensary  and  vlsiUng  them 
in  their  own  houses.  More  than  seventy  thousand  patients  have  been 
attended  by  them,  hundreds  of  poor  families  look  to  them  for  aid,  and 
hundreds  of  children  are  growing  up  who  know  no  other  medical  care. 
The  liberal  sentiment  of  the  city  has  given  our  students  advantages 
which  they  can  not  obtain  elsewhere.  New  York  has  the  credit  of 
first  admitting  women  as  students  to  the  different  city  charities^  and 
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Ae  medieal  pTofeeeion  of  New  York  Iim  been  the  first  to  give  bqS- 
deiit  Bopport  to  their  efforts  to  carry  out  entirely  their  new  undertake 
ing.  Those  engaged  in  this  matter,  will  long  remember  the  lead  New 
York  has  taken." 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Nnrsery  and  Child's  Hospital,  Utae 
report  showed  that  there  were  admitted  during  the  year,  from  March 
Ist^  1868,  to  March  Ist,  1869,  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  children; 
bom  in  the  institution,  sixty-seyen;  remaining  at  the  present  time, 
two  hundred  and  thirteen  children  and  one  hundred  and  two  adults. 
During  the  past  year,  there  have  been  under  treatment  one  thousand 
and  thirty  patients,  ezclusiye  of  many  cases  of  slight  ailments  common 
to  infancy ;  of  these,  seven  hundred  and  ninety -eight  haye  recoyered, 
fifty -four  remain  under  treatment,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
have  died.  The  most  prevalent  diseases  have  been  those  of  the  respir- 
atory organs  and  of  the  alimentary  canal.  There  have  been  twelve 
eases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  eleven  of  diphtheria,  two  of  each  proving 
fatal,  and  considerable  whooping  cough,  but  no  measles. 

Just  as  we  are  ending  this  letter,  there  has  been  handed  to  us  a 
pamphlet  on  "The  Treatment  of  Paralysis  by  Eleotrtaation,  with  an 
explanation  of  a  New  Oalvanic  Apparatus,"  by  Dr.  A.  D.  Rockwell, 
well  known  in  medical  circles  in  our  city,  but  neither  time  nor  space, 
aor  ability,  as  we  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  over  it, 
allow  us  to  speak  of  its  merits  in  this  communication.  In  our  next, 
we  may  have  something  to  say  of  it.        Tours,  very  truly, 

James  B.  Burnst. 


OUR  POLL-TAX. 


Springfibld,  Ohio,  March  29,  1869. 

Mt  Dear  Editor:  Supposing  that  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  I 
quit  the  common  school,  having  education  enough  to  begin  "life  for 
myself,"  as  the  saying  goes.  Those  who  quit  with  me  go  to  learn  a 
trade,  or  stand  in  a  grocery,  or  "onto''  the  farm,  but  I  determine  to 
finish  my  education  and  be  a  doctor. 

In  the  first  place,  I  attend  a  high  school  or  academy  for  three 
years,  at  an  expense  of,  say  two  thousand  dollars.  I  then  go  to  eol- 
lege  for  four  yean,  at  an  expense  of  four  thousand  dollars.  Then  I 
study  medicine  during  the  three  requisite  years,  costing  with  lectures, 
about  thirty-five  hundred  dollars.     Leaving  me  at  the  ten  year's  emL 
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with  a  diploma  and  a  oaah  deficit  of  nine  thoufland,  five  hundred  dol- 
lara. 

Had  I  used  this  capital  and  the  labor  and  care  of  mj  ten  years,  ia 
any  trade  or  bosineBB,  I  could  have  been  by  this  time  a  rich  man ;  bat 
here  I  am  at  last,  ready  for  practice. 

I  buy  books,  instruments,  drugs,  a  horse,  harness  and  buggy,  build 
an  office,  and  have  my  shirts  washed,  at  an  expense  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  If  I  buy  the  practice  of  some  ''old  man,*'  I  pay  more  (than 
it  is  worth.)  I  pay  ten  dollars  for  a  physician's  license.  I  hare  pri- 
vate means  which  bring  me  an  income  of  one  thousand  dollars.  I 
git  in  my  office,  wear  out  my  clothes,  my  patience,  and  the  first  year 
of  my  new  life  I  collect  two  hundred  dollars.  The  United  States  taxes 
are  five  per  cent,  on  that.  Five  per  cent,  on  two  hundred  dollars  is 
ten  dollars.  Ten  dollars  tax  and  ten  dollars  for  license,  twenty  dol- 
lars.    Twenty  dollars  tax  on  two  hundred  dollars  is  steep. 

That  is  the  goTernment  tax  on  brains.  Does  it  pay  to  cultiyato 
ihem?  Does  it  pay  a  free  government  to  discourage  the  culHvatum  oj 
themt  Yours,  very  truly,  H.  S.  P. 

P.  6. — I  wore  the  blue,  and  am  probably  as  patriotic  as  is  tbe  Cbainnaa  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  at  WasbiDgton,  bat  I  feel  at  liberty  to  gnunbfo 
at  this  imposition. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  PHARMACEUTICAL 
ASSOCIATION  AT  THE  SIXTEENTH  ANNNAL  MEET- 
ING, HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  PENNSYLVANIA,  SEP- 
TEMBER, 1868;  ALSO,  THE  CONSTITUTION  AND  ROLL 
OF  MEMBERS.  

PUhiddphte :  IfMrrihaw  *  Son,  Frintwa,  S«  Arch  StiMt,  18«.    Ft«w  «W ;  tf*- 


This  is  a  bsndsome  volnme,  and  mach  larger  than  that  of  last  year, 
and  presents  ample  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  Association  is  com- 
posed of  earnest,  hard-working  and  learned  men,  who  care  more  for 
the  discossion  of  scientific  and  professional  qoestions  than  of  trivial 
aad  unimportant  ethical  ones.    We  repeat  what  we  said  when  notieiag 
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tbe  proceedings  last  year,  that  some  of  our  medical  societies  would  be 
beneiitted,  did  they  take  a  hint  from  the  manner  of  doing  business 
adopted  by  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

"The  renewal  of  prescriptions  without  authority  previously  obtained 
from  the  prescriber — a  subject  that  has  vexed  some  of  our  eastern 
brethren  during  the  last  two  years — ^was  fully  discussed,  and  certain 
resolutions  in  relation  thereto  unanimously  adopted.  The  substance 
of  these  resolutions  is,  "  that  the  Association  regards  the  pharmacist 
as  the  proper  custodian  and  owner  of  the  physician's  prescription 
once  dispensed,"  and  that  "the  restriction  of  the  pharmacist  to  a  sin- 
gle dispensing  of  a  prescription  without  the  written  authority  of  the 
prescribing  physician  for  its  renewal,  is  neither  practicable  nor  within 
the  province  of  the  Association.''  The  indueriminate  renewal  of  pre- 
scriptions, especially  when  intended  for  the  use  of  others  than  those 
for  whom  they  were  prescribed,  is  regarded  as  neither  just  to  the  phy- 
ncian  nor  to  the  patient,  "and  that  such  abuses  should  be  discouraged 
by  all  proper  means." 

Many  other  interesting  matters  are  contained  in  the  phonographic 
report  of  the  proceedings,  that  we  have  not  space  to  notice. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  progress  of  pharmacy  is  quite 
lengthy,  occupying  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pages,  and  seems  to  be 
full  and  complete. 

In  that  portion  of  the  report  on  the  "Drug  Market"  devoted  to 
secret  remedies,  it  is  maintained  that  some  kind  of  legislation  is  required 
for  public  protection  aga^inst  patent  and  proprietary  medicines.  The 
following  quotation  is  made  from  this  portion  of  the  report,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  the  better  class  of  apothecaries  hold  correct 
views  on  this  subject,  and  will  cooperate  with  the  medical  profession 
in  devising  means  for  the  suppression  of  these  evils: 

''The  market  list  of  secret  proprietary  medicines  in  ase  in  onr  country,  tkr  ex- 
ceeds in  nnmber  of  articles,  that  of  tbo  list  of  officinals  in  all  our  materia  medica. 
It  is  generally  conceded  by  our  apothecaries,  that  about  one«half  of  all  their  sales, 
ia  amount,  to  customers,  is  deriyed  firom  this  source,  and  if  it  were  possible  to  obtain 
idiable  statistics  of  the  per  capita  or  total  consumption  of  these  compounds  within 
tha  Union,  the  American  people  would  awake,  and  put  in  chains  a  traiBc  that 
paadera  to  many  yices,  that  seldom  hesitates  at  any  imposture,  and  as  a  rule,  con- 
siders the  deception  of  the  public  to  be  a  legitimate  business.  Hair  washes,  called 
dyes  or  restoratives,  are  sold  in  immense  quantities  as  purely  vegetable  prepara* 
tions,  when  lead  and  other  deleterious  minerals  make  the  substance  of  these.  Quiet- 
ing aad  soothing  syrups  are  recommended  and  largely  sold  as  harmless  cordials 
or  sedatives  (ur  inftunti,  which  are  composed  in  good  part  of  morphine,  opiates  or 
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otbsr  powerfiil  a&dAtires,  whieh  should  neT«r  be  admiaistered  without  the  knovl- 
edge  of  the  parent  or  some  competent  pecsoiu  The  child,  whoso  onlj  defease  oon- 
sists  in  the  power  to  cry,  for  whom  resistance  is  a  necessity  for  protection  and  lor 
deyelopment,  is  drugged  to  sleep,  growth  is  retarded,  and  the  brain  and  nenrous 
system  permanently  injured,  because  of  the  ignorance  of  the  parent,  alike  of  the 
laws  of  health  and  of  the  deleterious  remedy  which  is  misrepresented  in  all  iU 
component  parts.  No  restriction  of  any  kind  is  imposed  upon  ignorant  qaackery, 
while  the  physician,  before  he  can  prescribe  or  practice  medicine,  must  be  educated 
and  pass  one  examination,  as  also  the  regular  apothecary,  in  most  of  the  Statai^ 
is  obliged  to  label  carefully,  under  stringent  laws,  all  similar  preparations.  Our 
newspaper  press,  which  in  a  country  like  ours,  is  the  source  of  almost  all  the  polit- 
ical and  religious  education  of  the  country,  for  which  reason  it  should  know  and 
feel  the  yast  responsibility  of  its  power  for  good  or  for  evil,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
is  filled  with  adyertisements  of  compounds  for  the  basest  purposes,  under  pretense 
of  remoying  periodical  irregularities,  as  they  are  called;  and,  as  the  fashion  of  the 
day,  bitters  and  tonics  of  all  sorts  are  persistently  adyertised  as  restoratiyes  for  all 
classes,  when  any  pharmacist  knows  they  are  made  to  fill  the  place  of  tbe  dna 
shop,  which  is  no  longer  respectable ;  and  there  is  no  effectual  remedy  for  this  hot 
proper  legislatiye  enactments  forbidding  the  sale  of  secret  remedies  of  all  kinds.*^ 

And,  as  should  liaye  been  added,  all  proprietary  medicines.  Other 
remarks  equally  as  pertinent  are  contained  in  this  report,  as  well  as  in 
the  ^'Report  on  legislation  regulating  Pharmacy." 

A  number  of  interesting  and  valuable  ^^ special  reports  and  essays'' 
are  presented,  as  Well  as  volunteer  reports.  Aviong  the  latter  is  .a 
valuable  one  on  carbolic  acid,  by  Dr.  Squibb. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  September,  1869. 

The  address  of  the  Permanent  Secretary  is,  John  M.  Maisch,  1G07 
Bidge  Avenue,  Philadelphia.  J.  R.  W. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  STATE 
CHARITIES  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
OHIO,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1868. 


Colnmbns :  Columbiu  Printing  Company,  State  Prlntera,  1869. 


The  Board  of  State  Charities  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  consists  of  five 
persons,  who  are  required  by  the  act  providing  for  their  appointment, 
to  'investigate  the  whole  system  of  the  public  charitable  and  correc- 
tional institutions  of  the  State,  and  they  shall  recommend  such  chaagM 
and  additional  provisions  as  they  may  deem  necessary  foi:  their  eeo- 


nonioal  and  efficient  admiaiBtration."  In  this  report,  the  variooa  State 
inaiitations  are  notieed,  and  generally  in  terms  of  commendation. 
The  Secretary's  report  on  the  condition  of  county  jails  and  infirmaries, 
is  of  much  interest  and  demonstrates  the  necessity  existing  for  a  hoard 
of  this  kind.  It  has  been  said  that  an  abuse  exposed  is  half  corrected. 
That  there  is  much  to  expose  and  correct  in  these  institutions,  is  shown 
by  this  report  which  makes  clear  the  fact,  that,  "  in  the  midst  of  com- 
munities noted  for  intelligence,  virtue  and  wealth,  cruelties  haye  been 
practiced  which  would  have  disgraced  the  dark  ages,  and  human  beings 
who  have  been  simply  unfortunate,  have,  for  weary  months  and  years, 
been  confined  in  pens  so  filtby  and  wretched  as  to  be  almost  beyond 
belief."  Let  us  hope  that  these  abuses  will  soon  cease,  now  that  they 
are  exposed. 


AN  ADDRESS  ON  EDUCATION  PREPARATORY  TO  THE 
STUDY  OF  MEDICINE,  READ  BEFORE  THE  GEORGIA 
MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION,  AT  ITS  NINETEENTH  ANNI- 
VERSARY  MEETING,  IN  AUGUSTA,  APRIL  8,  1868. 


BT  W.   M.  0HABTEB6,  M.  D.,  RBTIBING  PSSBIBENT. 
SftTBiiiuih :  Bepnblicaa  Book  and  Job  Ofloe,  IM9. 


Dr.  Charters,  in  speaking  of  education  generally,  after  attempting 
to  show  that  the  present  systems  of  education  are  inadequate  to  the 
demands  of  a  civilization  in  all  other  respects  so  greatly  advanced, 
proceeds  to  consider  the  subject,  '^chiefly  in  its  relation  to  our  own 
profession."  Dr.  C.  believes  that  the  most  important  deficiency  in  the 
preparatory  education  of  young  men  desiring  to  enter  the  medical  pro- 
fession, lies  in  the  direction  of  natural  science.  To  remedy  this,  the 
prominent  place  should  be  given  to  science  which  has  so  long  been 
occupied  by  classical  literature.  "Mathematics  being  taught  along 
with,  and  as  an  adjunct  to,  the  natural  sciences ;  the  classics  being,  by 
no  means,  denied  the  full  amount  of  attention  in  the  course  of  study 
to  which  they  have  a  legitimate  claim.'' 

No  one  will  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  position  held  in  this 
address,  that  a  preliminary  examination  should  \>e  instituted  in  every 
case,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  UHmtd-he  doctor  possesses  the 
amoiuit  of  knowledge  necessary  in  order  to  begin  tiie  study  of  medi« 
cine  intelligently. 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SOCI- 
ETY OF  THE  CITY  OF  WHEELING  AND  COUNTY  OF 
OHIO,  INSTITUTED  OCTOBER  17,  1869. 


Wheeling :  W.  J.  Johnfon»  Book  and  Job  Printer,  Ko.  32  Monroe  Street,  UM. 


The  constitution  prescribes  that  the  Society  shall  hold  monUilj 
meetings,  and  these,  we  are  sure,  will  be  interesting  and  valuable  to 
the  members,  if  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  are  car- 
ried out.     The  fee-bill  adopted  by  the  Society  is  also  presented. 

The  Society  makes  a  distinction  between  ministers,  and  very  prop- 
erly, we  think,  decides  not  to  dead-head  them  all  alike.  The  members 
will  attend  gratuitously,  "  such  ministers  as  have  a  stated  charge  and 
are  dependent  on  their  salary  for  support,  but  in  no  case  will  thej  do 
so  where  ministers  have  means  of  living  ontside  of  their  profession,  or 
in  any  way  countenance  quackery."  J.  R.  W. 


THE  STRUCTURAL  LESIONS  OF  THE  SKIN— THEIR  PA- 
THOLOGY AND  TREATMENT— ILLUSTRATED. 


BT  HOWARD  F.  DAMON,   A.  M.  M.  D., 

FeUow  of  the  MMMchneette  Medical  Socie^,  etc.,  «tc.    PhiUdelphU :  J.  B.  Uppincott  M  Co.,iea. 


This  is  a  beautiful  volume  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-lEive  pagos^ 
printed  in  large,  clear  type,  on  tinted  paper,  and  is  intended  as  a  brief 
exposition  of  a  large  and  important  class  of  cutaneous  diseases,  and 
as  such,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  of  practical  advantage  to  the  student 
aad  physician. 

According  to  Dr.  Damon,  "  the  structural  lesions  of  the  skin  coa- 
sist  in  hypertrophy,  atrophy,  and  pathological  new  formations,"  and 
the  usual  form  in  which  these  alterations  are  produced  is,  first  tlie 
nutrition  of  the  part  is  affected,  then  the  functions,  and  finally,  tlio 
structure.  In  the  first  class  are  placed  the  diseases  that  are  the  result 
of  "a  slight  excess  in  the  nutrition  of  the  skin,"  among  whiok  are 
oallositas,  or  callus,  cutaneous  horns,  ichthyosb,  warts,  condylomali, 
weas,  n»vi,  etc.  In  the  second,  those  depending  on  "a  deficiency  in 
the*growth  or  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  tissues  of  this  membrane,''  u 
linear  atrophy,  alopecia,  albinism,  leucopathia,  etc.;  and  in  the  third, 
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the  pathologieal  new-formations  observed  in  the  skin,  as  lupus,  sole- 
remia,  elepliantxasis,  lipoma,  epithelioma,  etc. 

While  the  classification  may  be  "  in  accordance  with  the  prevail- 
ing ideas  in  cellular  pathology,'*  we  are  not  sure  that  it  is  either  the 
best  or  the  most  natural. 

The  individual  diseases  are,  usually,  briefly  and  clearly  described, 
and  the  treatment  recommended,  suoh  aa  is  approved  by  the  best 
authorities. 

Thirty-two  pages  at  the  end  of  the  book  are  devoted  to  "brief 
historiea  of  human  horns,"  from  1599  to  1869.  Many  interesting 
esses  are  reported. 

The  bibliography  of  skin  diseases,  with  which  the  volume  closes, 
is  valuable  and  complete.  J.  £.  W. 


ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  BOYLE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCI- 
ETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  KENTUCKY,  AT  ITS  THIRD 
ANNIVERSARY  MEETING,  HELD  AT  DANVILLE,  KEN- 
TUCKY,  JANUARY  5,  1869. 


BT  JOHN  D.  JACKSON,  H.  B. 
foMifliMd  \>r  <xrd«  •f  *^  Soctoty.    Looimrme :  BeU  A  Ooi^  Printon,  1809.    From  the  aiitlior. 


We  think  the  Boyle  County  Medical  Society  acted  wisely  in  order- 
ing this  address  to  be  printed,  as  it  is  creditable  alike  to  its  author 
and  the  Society.  Dr.  Jackson,  addressing  the  members  of  the  Society, 
^eavors  to  answer  the  questions:  ''Have  we  by  our  organization, 
sdyantaged  ourselyes  beyond  what  would  have  been  were  we  unorgan- 
iied?  What  is  our  present  status  compared  with  our  past,  and  what 
are  our  prospects  for  the  future?"  A  Uyely  picture  is  painted  of  the 
condition  of  the  profession  in  a  locality  where  no  organised  medical 
aoeiety  is  in  existence,  which  seems  to  show  in  strong  contrast  the 
benefits  flowing  from  such  an  organization.  The  necessity  of  contin- 
ued labor,  and  the  direction  in  which  this  labor  is.  most  needed,  in  order 
to  attain  the  highest  excellence  in  our  profession,  is  shown  in  forcible 
and  well  chosen  words. 

If  the  Society  is  imbued  by  the  spirit  that  animates  the  author  of 
this  address,  it  will  certainly  attain  to  the  highest  uae^lnesa  possible 
to  Boeh  an  aaaoeiatioB. 
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TBXACLS.--^(The  subjoined  is  an  eztvMt  from  a  long  article  vitk 
the  above  title,  fonnd  in  Good  Words,  December,  1868.) 

Much  of  late  years  has  been  done  in  what  may  be  called  the  geol- 
ogy of  language.  Philologists  have  been  diligently  at  work  witii 
their  hammers,  splitting  open  dull  and  unpromising-looking  blocks  of 
words,  and  finding  many  curious  fossils  within  them,  that  tell  a  tale  of 
themselves  as  wonderful  as  any  Ooioon  or  Oldhamia  of  the  Laurentian 
or  Pevonian  formations.  In  some  of  the  most  fkmiliar  terms  they 
have  found  a  mine  of  historical  interest,  bringing  down  to  us  the  mem- 
ory of  some  obsolete  custom  or  long  forgotten  incident.  Among  the 
most  remarkable  of  the  words  derived  from  ancient  languages,  and 
now  naturalised  in  our  English  tongue,  which  have  brought  with  them 
some  historical  association  or  memorial,  is  the  subject  of  my  paper. 
The  word  treacle  is  derived  from  the  Greek  word  therion,  which  meant, 
primarily,  a  wild  beast  of  any  kind,  but  was  afterwards  more  especially 
applied  to  animals  which  had  a  venomous  bite.  By  many  Greek  wri- 
ters, the  term  was  used  to  denote  a  serpent  or  viper  specifically.  In 
this  sense,  it  is  employed  in  the  last  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apos- 
tles, where  we  are  told  that  '^when  Paul  had  gathered  a  bundle  of 
sticks  and  laid  them  on  the  lire,  there  oame  a  viper  out  of  the  heat 
and  fastened  on  his  hand.  And  when  the  barbarians  saw  the  venom- 
ous beast  hang  on  hb  hand,  they  said  among  themselves,  No  doubt 
this  man  is  a  murderer,  whom,  though  he  hath  escaped  the  sea,  yet 
vengeance  suffereth  not  to  live.  And  he  shook  off  the  beast  into  the 
fire  and  felt  no  harm."  The  Greek  word  translated  '"beast"  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  verses,  is  therion;  and  though  the  word  rendered 
'Wiper''  in  the  preceding  verse  is  different,  being  echidna,  it  neverihe* 
less  specialises  the  meaning  of  therion,  and  proves  that  it  refers  to  this 
species  of  serpent.  But  what  connection,  it  may  well  be  asked,  can 
there  be  between  a  viper  and  treacle?  How  came  such  a  sweet  sub- 
stance to  have  such  a  poisonous  origin?  Here  comes  in  by  way  of 
explanation,  one  of  those  stranee  superstitionB  that  were  exceedingly 
common  in  ancient  times,  when  little  else  but  foolish  marvels  filled  the 
pages  of  natural  history.  It  was  a  popular  belief  in  those  days,  that 
the  bite  of  the  viper  could  only  he  cured  by  the  application  to  the 
wound  of  a  pieoe  of  the  viper's  fiesh,  or  a  decoction  called  vtper's  «uie, 
or  Venice  treacle,  made  by  boiling  the  flesh  in  some  fluid  or  other* 
Galen,  the  celebrated  physician  of  Pergamos,  who  lived  in  the  second 
century,  describes  the  custom  as  very  prevalent  in  his  time.  AtJ 
Aquileia,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Emperor  Marcus  Aurelius,  be^ 
prepared  a  system  of  pharmacy,  which  he  published  nader  the  naimi 
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ef  Tieriaeaj  in  alhtnon  to  thn  superstition.  The  naBM  giren  to  the 
eztnordinary  ^eotuarj  of  Tiper'a-fleah,  was  theriaki,  from  <^berton,  a 
fiper.  By  the  usual  process  of  alteration  whieh  takes  plaee  in  the 
eonrse  of  a  few  generations  in  wcMrds  that  are  oommonly  iised,  theriahi 
beeame  theriac.  Then  it  was  transformed  into  a  diminntive  ikeriacU^ 
afterwards  triacle^  in  which  form  it  was  used  by  Chancer;  and  finally 
it  assumed  its  present  mode  of  spelling  as  early  as  the  time  of  Milton 
and  Waller.  It  changed  its  meaning  and  application  with  its  varions 
eluuiges  of  form,  signifying  first  the  confection  of  the  viper's  flesh 
applied  to  the  wound  inflicted  by  the  viper's  sting;  then  any  antidote, 
whatever  might  be  its  nature,  or  whatever  might  be  the  origin  of  the 
evil  it  was  intended  to  cure.  Dr.  Johnson,  in  the  edition  of  his  die- 
lioBaiy  published  in  1805,  defines  treacle  as  ^^a  medicine  made  up  of 
many  ingredients,"  and  quotes,  in  illustration  of  this  definition,  a  sen- 
leiiee  from  Boyle :  *'  The  physician  that  has  observed  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  treacle,  without  knowing  the  nature  of  the  sixty  odd  ingre- 
dients, may  cure  many  patients  with  it;"  and  another  from  Fleger: 
^'Treacle-water  has  much  of  an  acid  in  it."  Afterwards,  medical  pre- 
•eriptioBS  came  to  be  prepared  in  some  vehicle  intended  to  cover  their 
taste  or  disagreeable  look;  and  this  vehicle  was  generally 


«nne  kind  of  sweet  syrup  or  sugary  confection,  to  which  the  name  of 
trtOicU  was  applied.  When  the  viscous  stuff  known  as  "molasses"  was 
imported  from  the  West  Indies,  it  formed  a  welcome  addition  to  the  old 
buted  list  of  vehicles  for  medicine.  The  tea-spoonful  of  honey  or 
j«IIy  used  to  take  the  taste  out  of  the  mouth,  could  not  always  be  pro- 
cmed;  but  here  was  a  cheap  and  efficient  substitute  that  could  be  had 
11  every  shop  in  the  country.  The  tears  and  groans  under  which 
nany  a  household  formerly  suffered,  were  now  quieted ;  and  the  refrac- 
toij,  unreasoning  child,  who  dreaded  the  remedy  more  than  the  dis- 
ease, was  made  to  look  kindly  on  those  formidable  medicines,  castor 
iQ,  salts  and  senna,  or  rhubarb  pills,  and  even  to  swallow  them  hur- 
riedly, when  disguised  in  the  syren  sweetness  of  the  syrup,  or  accom- 
fanied  with  a  liberal  dose  by  way  of  counteraction  to  i^iegoilL  Hence, 
dtt  molasses  which  came  so  opportunely  to  the  aid  of  amicted  human- 
ilfy  was  in  gratitude  designated  by  the  time  honored  name  of  treacle; 
SM  BO  completely  did  it  usurp  the  title,  that  very  few  are  aware  that 
a  had  ever  any  other  meaning  or  application. 

Throughout  our  English  literature,  we  find  frequent  allusions  to 
teaele  in  this  symbolical  sense  of  an  antidote  against  evil ;  allusions 
which,  without  the  foregoing  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  word, 
Wold  he  utterly  unintelligible  to  the  great  majority  of  readers.  In 
eae  of  the  early  editions  of  the  English  Bible,  the  familiar  text  in 
Icnmiah,  "Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead?"  is  rendered,  "Is  there  no 
teaele  in  Gilead?"  Sir  Thomas  Moore  has  this  expression,  "A  most 
rtnmg  treacle  against  those  venomous  heresies."  Cnaucer  says  of  our 
Lord,  "Christy  which  that  is  to  every  harm  triacU;'^  and  Lydgate,  the 
"»onk  of  EbuxT,"  a  poet  whose  writings  are  now  all  but  forgotten, 
haa  a  kindred  idea,  which  is  expressed  in  these  lines : 
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<  Vhciv  fa  BO  ■WW  M  pMTlloai  In  •harnMH, 
At  wken  it  liath  of  IrMcIt*  Uk«p«^^^ 
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US  WBSTKRN  jrmMMAh  4»  MKDICINK. 

Waller  wi<ote  m  poem  oa  the  oeoMioo  ef  the  netonittoii  ef  Cbmrim 
II,  in  whioh  he  speaks  of  the  iBArrelous  ohunge  that  would  be  oawied 
hy  the  event  upon  the  yiews  and  conduct  of  the  former  enemies  of  hie 
rojal  mastmr.     He  thus  addresses  the  king: 

"OAnden  now,  the  chlefevt,  do  begin 
To  ttriTe  for  grace  Mid  expiate  their  ilii ; 
All  wiode  blow  fliir  that  did  the  world  embrofl, 
Toor  vlpen  *M«le  ylold,  and  wcMpkmt  oU.*' 

As  if  he  had  said  in  plain  prose,  that  even  those  who  had  riain  the 
king's  father,  had  now  repented  of  their  sin  and  become  loyal  to  the 
son,  like  vipers  which  had  inflicted  a  painful  wound,  but  now  yielded 
by  their  flesh  a  medicine  to  heal  it.  Milton,  too,  who  made  everything 
subservient  to  his  purpose,  employed  this  curious  old  legend  to  point 
his  language,  for  he  speaks  of  "the  sovran  treacle  of  sound  doctrine.*' 
Many  other  instances  might  be  quoted ;  but  these  are  sufficient  to  show 
how  familiar  the  early  English  writers  were  with  the  symbolical  use  of 
treacle,  and  how  admirably  they  extracted  the  moral  from  the  once 
popular  superstition  contained  in  it. 

The  fundamental  principle  that  gave  origin  to  treacle,  was  one  that 
Was  extensively  adopted  and  acted  upon  in  ancient  times.  Simila  ttmi?* 
ihuB  curantur — "Like  cures  like" — ^was  the  motto  of  nearly  all  the 
medical  practitioners  from  Oalen  downwards.  What  were  called  gyvn- 
pathetic  ointmentB,  supposed  to  cure  wounds  if  the  weapon  that  inflicted 
them  were  smeared  with  them,  without  any  application  to  the  wounds 
themselves — were  everywhere  greatly  in  request.  Prescriptions,  as  a 
rule,  were  founded  upon  some  real  or  fancied  resemblance  between  the 
remedy  prescribed  and  the  organ  diseased — almost  never  upon  its  own 
inherent  curative  property.  Lichens,  which  lead  a  mysterious  mes- 
merized or  suspended  existence,  and  growing  in  curious  situations 
where  enchanters  might  weave  their  unhallowed  spells,  were  favorite 
remedies  for  mysterious  complaints.  The  lung-wort,  a  kind  of  lichen 
which  grows  in  immense  shaggy  masses  on  trees  and  rocks  in  subal- 
pine  woods,  was  highly  recommended  as  an  infallible  cure  for  all  dis- 
eases of  the  lungs,  owing  to  the  resemblance  between  its  reticulated 
and  lobed  upper  surface,  of  a  greyish  brown  color,  and  these  delicate 
human  organs.  Hundreds  of  similar  instances  might  be  given,  in  which 
the  color  and  shape  of  a  remedy  ^as  everything,  apd  its  medicinal  vir- 
tue nothing.  The  object,  whether  animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral,  that 
caused  the  disorder,  contributed  the  proper  medicament  for  its  cure. 
In  the  writings  of  Paracelsus  and  Aldrovandus,  who  combined  the 
study  of  alchemy  and  other  occult  sciences  with  that  of  medicine,  we 
find  constant  reference  to  such  nostrums;  and  numerous  recipes  are 
given  for  ointments,  draughts,  and  applications  made  up  according  to 
this  rule  of  the  most  extraordinary  substances,  which  were  sold  for 
very  large  sums,  and  were  said  to  have  effected  remarkable  cures.  In 
short,  almost  all  the  drugs  of  the  medisdval  pharmacopseia,  were  se- 
lected and  administered  entirely  upon  this  principle  of  mutual  simi- 
larity and  disease.  A  perusal  of  the  medical  treatises  of  our  ances- 
tors, leaves  upon  our  minds  a  very  decided  impression  of  the  power  of 
the  human  imagination,  and  the  strength  of  ^e  human  constitution, 
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18  well  as  quiokem  our  gratitade  tliat  we  lire  in  times  when  treacle  in 
gtnstk  as  treacle,  and  not  as  yiper's  iesb,  or  aoAe  abomination  more 
diagvsting  still.  The  only  relic  of  the  old  superstition  that  surviTOS 
now,  may  be  recognijEcd  in  the  well  known  advice  frequently  giyen  by 
tibe  seaaoned  topers  to  those  who  are  snfTering  from  the  effects  of  their 
first  drunken  excess,  **Take  a  hair  of  the  dog  that  bit  you." 

Th3B  O.  M,  Sooibtt  of  Bkllbvttb  Hospital  College. — ^The  nu- 
merous members  of  this  society  throughout  the  country  will  be  pleased 
to  learn  that  the  last  annual  reunion,  held  on  Uie  26th  of  February, 
was  more  than  usually  brilliant  and  successful.  The  addresses  were 
peculiarly  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  and  were  received  wHh  marked 
satisfaction  by  the  audience.  We  give  below  Professor  Elliott's  re- 
ply to  the  toast  of  ^^  Woman,"  which  strikes  us  as  a  peculiarly  happy 
handling  of  so  delicate  a  subject : 

A  Bineere  friend  said  to  me  to-day:  "My  dear  fellow,  I  hear  that  jon  are  to  re- 
spond for  the  ladies  this  ereniiig.  Ton  hare  my  sympathy/'  I  thanked  him,  and 
acknowledged  that  I  needed  it;  and  so  do  I  confess,  confidentially,  to  yon  all,  that 
I  bare  need  of  yonrs,  and  especially  now  when  my  friend  Sayre  has  included  my 
tMBt  with  his  own  in  his  comprehensive  gfraap. 

It  is  a  serious  thing  to  speak  for  woman  just  when  she  is  about  to  break  that 
loDg  silence  which  has  distingrnshed  her  through  the  lapse  of  ages,  and  to  speak  for 
kenel£  Let  us  hope  that,  if  she  bring  to  future  diseussions  the  terrible  earnestness 
sad  directness  of  purpose  which  she  displayed  in  the  apple  question,  at  least  she  will 
select  topics  less  fraught  with  woe  to  man. 

Perhaps  this  may  be  one  of  the  last  toasts  to  woman  to  which  a  man  may  re- 
spond. The  time  may  be  at  hand  when  this  is  to  be  superseded  by  one  which  will 
eren  now,  we  trust,  cause  their  veins  to  tingle,  and  when  we  may  hear,  in  soft, 
melodioQS  cadence,  from  the  lips  of  beauty — "The  gentlemen,  God  bless  them ! " 

With  woman  arguing  metaphysics  in  the  palpit^  managing  political  minorities, 
direetmg  the  pcess,  and  wielding  the  scalpel  in  sick-rooms  there  is  but  a  step  to  the 
remaining  fields  of  labor,  and  there  may  be  some  girlish  fiice  here  present,  covered 
only  with  mantling  blushes,  which  may  groove  its  fhrrows  amid  the  responsibilities 
of  the  senate  chamber,  or  in  expounding  the  mi^esty  of  the  law. 

Who  shall  paint  the  dawn  of  this  era,  so  fttU  of  the  fruition  of  woman's  joys 
and  privileges?  The  palette  of  another  Guido  must  frirnish  the  brilliant  colors. 
StOl  Aurora,  with  rosy-tipped  fingers,  will  marshal  the  procession;  still  the  femi- 
niae  eocirdittg  hours  will  keep  their  aocustomed  places,  but  the  male  Apollo  will 
he  hailed  from  the  central  place  of  honor,  and  some  bright  eyed  goddm,  typical  of 
woman's  future,  will  seize  the  reins  with  no  reluctant  hand.  Love  will  reign  sur 
preme.  A  new  miUenium  will  shed  its  ben^nant  rays  upon  the  land.  Man,  shorn 
of  his  supremacy,  and  abnegating  even  claims  to  military  distinction,  will  still,  we 
trust,  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  woman's  favor,  and  wish  that  all  the  Yenuses  shall 
enjoy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Mart. 

With  such  a  ftitaxe,  well  may  a  man  shrink  from  responding  to-night  to  such 
a  toasL    Bnt  I  am  here  with  a  herald's  privilegeS|  though  net  in  a  hexald's  garb. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


81#  WBRVRir  JMWIAI.  W.  lODKSVK. 

I  flin  in  a  repreBentatiTe  capadty;  I  qieak  for  my  constitneiitf.  Foot  ^iuidrt4 
nanly  heartSi  not  satisfied  with  hearing  me  lecture  on  woman  for  fiye  or  six  moothi, 
demand  a  final  word  before  we  pari.  Ladies,  I  preeent  these  four  hundred  hearts 
for  yonr  most  distingoished  consideration.  Fonr  hundred,  did  I  say?  Jost  as  in 
that  suffrage,  soon  to  be  aboliidied  by  woman,  the  male  Toter  deposits  a  ballot  that 
represents  the  united  wishes  and  conyictions  of  himself  and  wifo,  and  daaghteia,  sd 
do  these  four  hundred  hearts  hare  each  fonr  separate  pulsating  chambers,  throbbing 
so  harmoniously  now  that  methinks  you  must  aU  be  able  to  hear  them.  And  so, 
instead  of  fonr  hundred,  do  I  preeent  sixteen  hundred  palpitating  caadidatea  fv 
faror. 

What  aspirations  does  my  feeble  advocacy  present!  What  longings  for  honti 
and  firesides  avaiinterlinked  with  these  emotions  I  What  delicious  courtships,  what 
rapt  elysium  of  engagements,  what  calm  enduring  matrimonial  joys  do  these  long' 
ings  prefigure!  Let  us  hope  that  four  hundred  girlish  hearts  awaken  in  hastening 
rhythm  to  respond  to  the  tumultuous  beatings  of  my  constituents. 

What  matters  the  language  in  which  these  longings  are  conreyed ?  What  mat- 
ters the  man  who  presents  them  7  Doremus  brings  from  the  mystic  arcana  of  bis 
labratory  a  long  black  wire  to  meet  another  long  black  wire.  Who  can  foretell  the 
wondrous  result?  At  once,  on  meeting,  an  Intense  flame  starts  into  being,  in  which 
solid  bars  of  iron  melt  in  fenrent  heat  and  illumine  the  hall  with  lurid  ^are  aad 
iridescent  sparkles.  Why  may  I  not  do  as  well  as  a  long  piece  of  black  wire— I, 
who  bring  into  this  arena  the  concentrated  heat  of  four  hundred  manly  hearts  ?  The 
result  will  not  astonish  the  world,  but  will  sparkle  in  separate  matrimonial  para- 
graphs in  the  daily  papers,  and  light  up  many  a  happy  home.  For  the  enduring  com- 
fort of  these  happy  homes,  I  must  say  that,  although  my  four  hundred  have  no  Tenny* 
son  to  hymn  their  praises  in  stately  stanzas,  yet,  in  the  simplest  and  sternest  prose 
do  I  declare  that  the  immortal  six  hundred  at  Balaklava  never  charged  as  my  four 
hundred  will.— iVew  York  Medical  Journal^  April,  1869. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


*Ons  of  th£  ablest  contributors  to  the  Western  Journal  of  Medi- 
cinty  appears  in  a  new  role.  He  is  to  be  congratalated  upon  haTiiig 
won  an  honorable  prise;  but  still  more,  upon  haying  written  aa  easaj 
well  deserving  such  recognition. 

Within  a  few  days,  we  have  been  reading  a  review  in  a  French 
journal  of  Thes^  Prtentia  et  Soutenne$  au  Ooncour$  dCAgreation  pour 
la  Midectne^  en  1868-^,  in  which  the  writer,  referring  to  their  authors 

«TlM  part  taken  b7llatiir9aDdIlmai&  tbeOaraolDiMaaM.  A4ifltertatloaftrvhi^  aSriw 
was  awarded  to  Jamoa  F.  Hibberd,  M.  D.,  bj  tbe  MaaaachoMttB  Mwlical  Society.  Boston  :  Darid 
Glapp  k  Sod,  Mi  Wadiington  Street,  ISSS. 
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in  general  terms,  sa js :  Youtbliil  in  years,  yontbfVil  in  scientific  ardor, 
the  candidates  d  Yagr^gation  represent,  in  a  degree  almost  extreme, 
the  tendencies  of  their  times.  And  thns  it  seems  to  ns  in  reference 
to  Br.  Hibberd's  essay — it  represents  the  tendencies  of  our  epoch; 
nay,  it  is  more  than  a  sign  of  the  course  toward  which  the  advance 
guard  of  Medicine  is  moying,  more  than  a  piece  of  drift-wood  upon 
the  current  of  medical  progress — it  moves  with  that  guard,  it  oon- 
tributes  to  that  current.  Greater  praise  we  could  not  bestow;  loss 
would  fall  below  desert. 

And  now,  while  admitting,  as  all  must,  the  inevitable  tendencies  of 
this  age  of  Medicine — ^whether  we  lament  or  rejoice,  whether  we  en- 
deavor to  promote  or  to  retard  such  tendencies — ^we  give  ourselvaa 
briefly  to  some  particular  observations  upon  this  essay.  On  many 
points,  we  shall  be  fully  in  accord  with  its  esteemed  author;  in  regard 
to  others,  we  shall  entirely  dissent  from  his  views. 

In  the  first  place,  we  object  to  the  introduction  of  Time  as  one 
id  the  factors  in  the  cure  of  disease.  He  seems  to  make  of  it  an 
entity,  a  positive  force  quite  as  much  as  any  of  those  that  have 
thns  considered  disease.  What  is  time?  Simply  measured  duration. 
Daring  its  flow  certain  events  can  transpire,  certain  processes  be  com* 
pleted;  but  per  se  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  such  events  or  processes — 
DO  more  to  do  in  itself  with  the  recovery  of  a  man  f^om  rheumatism 
in  six  weeks,  than  with  the  hatching  of  a  hen's  egg  in  three  weeks, 
no  more  to  do  with  either  than  with  the  Declaration  of  Independenoe 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1776.  The  Cunard  Steamer  which  takes  our  friend 
to  Europe,  will  require  a  certain  number  of  days  in  which  to  cross  the 
Atlantic ;  but  those  days  simply  constitute  a  period  during  which  the 
mighty  power  of  steam,  guided  by  the  genius  of  man,  can  do  a  certain 
work.  A  boy  learns  a  lesson  in  an  hour,  but  the  hour  has  no  influenoe 
upon  his  mental  processes.  We  would  not  esteem  it  a  judicious  title 
for  a  thesis  upon  the  action  of  aloes — Aloe9  and  Time  as  a  Caiha/r- 
fCe.  We  would  rather  have  written  the  title  of  Dr.  K.'s  Essay,  Nature 
m  the  Cure,  Time  for  th«  Cure  of  Disease. 

One  thought  in  reference  to  the  etymology  of  the  word  ewre — h 
word  so  often  upon  our  lips  that  we  sometimes  forget  its  true  meaning. 
One  who  enret,  simply  takes  care  of  his  patient.  Cure  is  from  curo^ 
to  take  care  of,  to  see  to,  to  look  after,  etc. 

On  page  eight  of  the  essay,  we  read,  "when  a  surgeon  has  distorted 
embers  Cf^  the  body  to  restore,  nature  and  time  must  be  his  chief 
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retianoe,  and  his  appliances,  whatever  tbey  may  be,  only  serve  to  guide 
and  enconrage  the  physiological  forces."     As  Tennyson  sings — 

*•  Wlwt  drag  can  make 
The  withered  paIbj  oetM  to  fhake  T  " 

So  we  ask,  what  amount  of  physiological  forces  will  restore  a  limb 
flexed  from  anchylosis?  Here  we  beg  leave  to  claim  that  a  Stxou- 
eyer's  screw  or  gam  elastic  bands  are  worth  more  than  natare.  So  too, 
the  cicatrices  from  burns,  causing  deformity  and  hindering  the  usefol* 
ness  of  a  member,  frequently  may  be  removed,  and  healthy  integn* 
ments  placed  upon  the  denuded  sxirface.  Here  the  surgeon's  art  is  of 
primary  importance — ^nature  and  time  but  secondary,  only  capable  of 
accomplishing  what  he  gives  them  the  opportunity  of  doing. 

It  dees  seem  to  us,  and  we  say  this  with  becoming  hesitation,  for 
we  freely  concede  Dr.  Hibberd's  superior  ability,  he  pushes  his  views 
too  far,  makes  too  wide,  too  universal  a  generalisation  as  to  the  reepeo* 
live  parts  taken  by  nature  and  art  in  the  cure  of  disease.  When  he 
lays  it  down  as  a  universal  law,  that  a  pathological  stimulant  beiqg 
withdrawn  pathological  activity  ceases,  does  he  not  go  too  far?  Has 
every  case  of  conjunctivitis  subsided  uposi  the  removal  of  the  foreign 
body,  for  example,  whioh  ex<uted  it?  Nay,  may  not  some  such  cas^  go 
on  to  incurable  blindness,  without  intelligent  intervention? 

Our  author  asserts  that  ^'generally  the  cause  of  disease  is  unknown." 
True,  undoubtedly,  that  we  do  not  know  the  causes  of  very  many  dis- 
eases; but  on  the  other  hand,  the  physician  daily  sees  cases  of  diseaee 
of  which  he  does  know  the  cause.  For  example,  he  meets  with  a  ease 
of  convulsions  in  a  child,  which  he  traces  to  indigestible  food  in  the 
stomach  or  intestines;  or  again,  a  case  of  epilepsy  dependent  upon 
ohlorosis;  or  a  case  of  cirrhosis  resulting  from  the  use  of  alooholie 
Uquors;  or  a  case  of  menorrhagia  from  sexual  excess,  Ac,  &6.  Now, 
will  the  good  dame  Nature  with  her  faithful  attendant,  Time,  see  to 
the  removal  of  the  offending  matter  from  the  child's  gastro-intestinal 
^nal?  She  probably  will  iu  five  cases,  but  in  the  sixth  the  sufferer 
may  die  before  the  process  is  completed ;  and  the  physician  does  wisely 
who  administers  what  our  firiend  would  call  a  perMtrbtUinff  medieimej 
an  emetic  or  a  cathartic,  under  such  circumstances.  In  €ttd  second 
case,  we  remove  the  epilepsy  by  restoring  the  blood  to  its  normal  con^ 
dition.  In  the  third,  we  interdict  the  use  of  the  agent  which  has  pro- 
duced the  trouble,  and  endeavor  to  supplement  at  least  a  part  of 
the  hepatic  function  by  ox-gall,  et  cei.,  and  we  at  least  prolong  the 
patient's  days.    In  addition  to  the  removal  of  the  cause  in  the  fourth 
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niaslmtton,  we  eadeaTor,  botli  by  kygienie  and  tk6ni{>6«lao  m«Mi0,  Hb 
i^ange  the  excessiTe  detenainatioB  of  blood  toward  the  vtems  aad 
oTariea. 

Dt.  Hibberd'a  remarks  as  to  the  ^xeatment  of  feTers,  eipeoially  «f 
tjplraa  and  of  typkoid,  will  meet  die  keartj  endoraement  of  erery 
oatelligent  phyaieian. 

The  same  may  be  said,  in  tbe  main,  as  to  those  in  refereaoe  to 
infiamatttion.  Wken,  however,  he  states  that  whm  a  part  is  inflamed^ 
we  hace  no  pcwer  to  jug^drnte  the  dueoMe;  aU  tos  eon  do  with  mtdiea- 
fmaUM  tif  to  ccmduct  it  fo  a  aq/e  termimatiifm^  tkro^h  a$n8Hnff  a  material 
froeag  hy  the  aid  of  time,  {IBbbaj,  page  25),  we  beg  leave  to  ask  whether 
he  has  no  faith  in  the  oeeasional  sooeess  of  theabordve  treatment  of  gon- 
orrhoda,  and  whether  cases  of  dysentery  have  not  been  cured  by  ipeeao^- 
aanha  in  two  or  three  days,  whioh,  so  far  as  opinion  foonded  upon  the 
history  of  other  cases  presenting  similar  symptoms,  wonld  otherwisift 
have  continued  for  one  or  two  weeks  ?  We  confess  that  we  are  not 
so  deeply  in  the  eclipse  of  medical  faith  that  we  could  give  other 
than  afirmative  answers  to  either  of  these  questions,  were  they  ad- 
dressed us.  So  too,  in  reference  to  pertusM — by  some  considered  an 
iailammation — but  whether  regarded  as  a  neurosis,  or  an  inflammation, 
the  power  of  belladonna  to  diminish  its  ordinary  duration  is  main- 
tained by  eminent  authority. 

Dr.  H.  gives  a  London  surgeon  as  the  author  of  the  "six  weeks" 
preacription  as  the  cure  for  rheumatism;  but  we  believe  the  credit  of 
Ihia  is  due  the  elder  Warren. 

In  that  portion  of  the  Essay  relating  to  Materia  Medica,  we  And 
much  with  which  our  own  opinions  are  quite  in  accord.  Especi- 
ally do  we  desire  to  commend  all  that  the  author  says  in  reference 
to  the  influence  of  the  mind  in  promoting  the  recovery  of  the  sick. 

We  are  not  sure  that  Pr.  Hibberd  is  right  in  denying  to  Medicine 
any  credit  for  the  inoreaaed  duration  of  human  life;  nor  in  founding 
an  argument  for  the  power  of  '^  Nature  and  Time  "  to  cure,  upon  the 
large  consumption  of  quack  nostrums^  and  proprietary  medicines,  the 
ammmers  not  only  getting  well  but  honestly  believing  their  cure  to  be  due 
to  the  use  of  the  nostrums,  for  many  of  these  consumers  are  not  really 
sick — ^only  imagine  they  are — while  many  others  actually  die  uncured; 
and,  finally^  we  are  quite  willing  to  believe  in  some  cases  some  of  these 
•oatnuoa  may  have  a  positive  therapeutic  value. 

Did  space  permit,  we  should  be  glad  to  refer  to  other  portions  of 
this  Bsaay.    In  general,  we  can  speak  of  it  as  written  with  great  abil- 
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%;  its  author  kaows  right  well  A9  uiM  of  the  Ba^irii  laa^aggy 
iad  presents  his  thoughts  clearly  sad  foreibly.  We  wish  his  produs- 
tion  could  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  ererj  physician  who  would  ears- 
Mly  read  and  ponder  It;  for  to«uoh  an  one^  it  would  be  a  light  to 
guide,  a  power  to  quicken  and  strengthen  his  thought  and  iavestiga- 
tion ;  but  in  the  hands  of  the  lazy  and  the  stupid,  men  who  have  not 
eonseerated  their  whole  soul,  with  all  its  intelligent  grasp,  its  deep 
sympathy,  its  Tiyid  conscience  to  Medicine,  who  are  mere  tradesmen 
and  money  changen  in  its  sacred  temple,  we  can  easily  oonceiTe  that 
the  Essay  may  be  wrested  from  its  high  purpose  into  an  exouse  for 
neglecting  scientific  study,  and  for  trusting  with  a  blind  confidence  in 
Nature  and  Time,  while  their  patients  are  deceired  with  sham  thera- 
peutics. 

It  is  but  justice  to  Dr.  Hibberd,  jus^e,  too,  to  our  readers,  to  give 
his  "Conclusion"  and  "Summary:" 

CoNCLUBioK — Let  no  one  for  a  moment  imagine  that  the  views  herein  promul- 
gated have  a  tendency  to  undervalae  the  importance  of  Medicine  in  the  manage- 
ment of  disease,  or  detract  one  iota  from  the  reeponsibility,  the  dignity,  or  the  ose- 
AilnMB  of  the  acoompUshed  physician. 

If  edicinea  hare  a  positive  power  that  can  be,  and  should  be,  made  available  to 
assist  nature  in  the  removal  of  pathological  stimalants,  and  in  the  arrest  of  patho- 
logical activity.  No  one  doubts  the  power  of  ansesthetics  to  abolish  sensibiiitj;  of 
opiates  to  allay  pain ;  of  aloes  to  evacuate  the  bowels ;  of  veratrnm  to  lessen  the 
heart's  action  ,*  or  of  quinia  to  arrest  malarial  periodic  disease.  All  these,  and  manj 
more,  are  in  constant  demand  for  proper  and  prudent  therapeutic  purposes;  and  that 
all  of  them,  not  nutrients,  and  forcible  enough  to  make  an  impression,  ate  patho- 
logical stimulants  and  of  themselves  an  evil,  militates  nothing  against  their  legiti- 
mate use,  or  their  positive  value.  It  only  signalizes  that  a  wise  Judgment,  a  sound 
discretion,  and  a  just  discrimination  should  dictate  and  control  their  prescription, 
to  the  end  that  one  evil  should  be  brought  into  requisition  voluntarily,  only  when 
it  will,  with  certainty,  assist  to  abate  a  greater  evil.  It  is  the  training,  the  skill, 
the  acumen,  that  is  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  and  a  wise  judg- 
ment in  the  selection  and  administration  of  medtcinea,  that  distinguishes  the  good 
physician  from  the  presumptuous  pretender.  One  can  not  attain  to  this  aocom- 
plishment  without  a  clear  and  intelligent  insight  into  biology,  both  normal  and 
abnormal. 

While  the  faith  is  that  medicine  is  paramount,  and  the  rule  under  it  is  to  give 
active  remedies  continually,  and  the  perturbations  which  accompany  their  opera- 
tion, are  deemed  an  essential  and  desirable  service  preliminary  to  improvement, 
almost  any  numbskull  can  claim  to  be  a  physiciaa  and  have  the  daim  allowed  bj 
the  populace ;  because  they  can  not  discriminfite  between  the  naans  and  the  reanlt 
in  his  practice,  and  in  that  of  the  eduoatod  man  of  scieooe.  Bat  when  an  appn- 
cialive  conception  of  what  uatuie  is  doing  and  can  aooompUsh,  must  precede  the 
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\  of  wist  aid  can  and  ahimld  be  rendtted  faw,  md  bow  and  when,  tka 
pRteader  amrt  stand  back  afaaahed,  wbUa  th«  maa  pioirerly  trained  and  with  nal 
knowledge,  will  sta^  forth  in  ail  the  glorj  of  a  high  priest  of  natnre,  offering 
aeeeptable  serrlce  at  her  ahrine ;  and  all  who  witness  his  labor  shall  know  tiiat  it 
is  good,  and  saj,  well  done. 

ScMMABT. — The  prominent  points  presented  in  the  foregoing  dissertation,  may 
be  cflQmerated  as  follows : 

1.  All  vitalized  matter  is  the  subject  of  a  law  of  development  peculiar  to  its 

2.  Tltal  organizations  ar^  not  active  per  m,  but  are  endowed  with  a  capabiUtf 
sf  aetivitjr  under  stimnlation. 

3.  Normal  stimnlants  produce  physiological  activity  or  health;  abnormal 
itiniolants  produce  pathological  actiyity  or  disease. 

4.  Human  maladies  are  always  the  result  of  abnormal  stimulants  acting  on 
the  histological  elements  of  the  body. 

6.  Disease  in  any  part  continues  as  long  as  the  pathological  stimulant  is  ope- 
nliTe;  when  this  ceases,  the  part  returns  to  ita  physiological  state. 

6.  To  care  disease,  it  is  only  necessary  to  remove  the  stimulant  exciting  it 

7.  This  stimulant  is  rarely  known,  and  still  more  rarely  can  it  be  removed. 

8.  In  most  diseases,  we  only  recognize  the  grosser  symptoms,  after  the  initial 
processes  have  completed  their  course. 

9.  After  the  stage  of  recognition,  most  diseases  must  pursue  their  course 
ttnngh  a  series  of  phenomena  under  an  inexorable  biological  law. 

10.  The  duty  of  the  physician  is  to  watch  nature  and  assist  her  as  opportu- 
Bty  may  offer, 

11.  All  perturbating  medicines  are  themselves  pathological  stimulantS|  and 
Aoald  not  be  administered  except  under  a  certainty  of  abating  a  great  evil. 

12.  The  present  popular  professional  estimate  of  the  medical  virtues  of  drugs, 
rests  mainly  on  the  vicious  logic  of  post  hoe  ergo  propter  hoe, 

13.  That  this  estimate  is  erroneous,  is  proven  by : 

a.    Curable  diseases  are  recovered  from  in  the  absence  of  all  kinds  of  drugs. 
h,    Onxable  diseases  are  recovered  from  under  the  most  diverse  treatment. 
e.    The  adulteration  of  drugs  makes  tiieir  strength  uncertain. 
d.    The  state  of  the  patient's  mind  makes  the  operation  of  even  pure  drugs 
iBccrtain. 

14.  A  recognition  of  the  doctrine  of  the  vie  medieatrix  natyrce,  must  underlie 
all  rational  therapeutics. 

15.  The  principle  involved  in  this  phrase  has  been  recognized  and  deferred 
t%  since  the  earliest  historical  era  of  medicine^  and  is  likely  to  be  immortal, 

16.  It  derogates  nothing  from  the  physician,  or  tiie  agents  he  ub««,  that 
aatine  is  predominant,  and  art  opiferous. 

Boston  has  a  GrNiSCOLoaiCAL  Sogzsty,  Dr.  Winslow  Lewis  being 
Preeidenty  and  Dr.  Horatio  E.  Storcr,  Secretary.  One  of  our  ootempo- 
laries,  who  will  not  publish  the  laudations  that  may  be  written  him  of 
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Umself  or  of  his  •zeollant  jovaai,  4oe»  not  kmtftte  la  Mftte  ui  kk 
paper  thai  he,  the  aforesaid  editor,  haa  been  eleeted  a  cerreepondiBg 
■tember  of  Uiie  Society,  and  retarn  hil^  thanks  for  the  honor;  but  «e 
ooaiRBss  we  shrink  from  such  public  acknowledgment  on  our  part.  We 
are  glad  to  chronicle  the  organisation  of  this  Society,  and  we  honestlj 
wish  it  useful  success.  Our  Boston  friends  have  done  one  good  thing 
— settled  the  orthography  of  gynaecology — ^for  the  word  flowing  throngh 
a  Qallic  channel  had  lost  its  diphthong  with  many  of  our  authors,  and 
these  wrote  e  instead  <^  «.  Now  will  Boston  have  the  goodness  to  give 
us  a  pronunciation  as  it  has  an  orthography  of  the  word  more  in  accord* 
anee  with  its  etymology?  Eren  the  poorest  Grecian  would  be  aston- 
ished to  find,  after  declining  j'uuTji,  ft)nae*o^  etc,,  that  when  an  English 
word  was  formed  from  it,  it  became  jinny ^  thus  jinnycology^  he  would 
be  apt  to  declvM  again.  If  anj  of  our  readers  point  to  the  analogy 
between  this  word  and  gym»aKtic,  we  acknowledge  the  force  of  the 
reasoning,  but  suggest  ikaJtt  the  two  consonants  immediately  following 
the  y  iday  change  its  quantity,  and  furthermore  inquire  what  is  to  he 
done  with  gyrati&M — must  the  y  be  short  there  too?  At  any  rate,  we 
don't  see  why,  with  a  christian  tongue,  when  we  take  woman  out  of  a 
heathen  language  we  should  make  a  jinny  of  her : 

Dr.  Bishop,  of  Sheridan,  New  Tork,  writes  to  the  Medical  amd 
Surgical  Reporter,  April  10th,  the  following  in  reference  to  the  use  of 
artenic  in  hemorrhoid*.  Some  of  our  readers  will  remember  our  first 
calling  attention  to  this  therapeutic  value  of  arsenic,  (^CincinnaH  Jour- 
nal of  Medicine),  March,  1866 : 

"  I  will  say  for  the  benefit  of  the  RtpwrUr,  that  I  have  tried  the  above  reaedjr 
in  twenty  cases  of  piles,  and  in  not  a  single  case  have  I  been  disappointed  in  remor- 
Ing  the  difiSculty.  The  dose,  of  course,  is  to  be  varied  to  suit  the  age  and  const!- 
taUon  of  the  patient.    I  hope  physicians  will  try  it" 

Db.  T.  W.  Bblcher,  of  Dublin,  well  known  to  the  profession  as  a 

dermatologist,  is  about  entering  the  Episcopal  ministry. 

Mr.  James,  of  Exeter,  England,  died  on  the  17th  of  March  last. 

He  had  been  a  most  able  and  industrious  contributor  to  surgical  litera- 
ture, and  was  quite  advanced  in  years. 

BoBLEY  DuNOLiBON,  emeritus  professor  in  Jefferson  College,  died 
on  the  Ist  of  April.     Professor  Dunglison  was  in  his  seventy-secoiMl 
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Oollege  of  Obio.  Prof.  M .  B.  Wrigkl^  who  tkntj  years  ago  waa  fint 
called  to  a  eliair  in  the  College,  and  whose  name  is  a  household  word 
n  ohatetries,  with  the  profeaaion  of  the  West,  has  resigned  the  profes* 
sotship  of  ohBtetrieSy  and  has  been  appointed  **  Emeritus  Professor, 
aad  Clinioal  Leotnrer  on  Obatetries  and  Diseases  of  Women/'  Prof. 
Oomegys  retires  from  the  chair  of  "Institotes/*  and  accepts  that  of 
"'Clinieal  Medicine."  A  professorship  of  "Physiology"  is  substituted 
for  ^Institntes,"  and  Dr.  Edward  Bires  is  appointed  to  it.  Dr.  B.  is 
the  Bom  of  one  whose  name  is  faniliar  to  many  of  the  older  graduates 
«f  tiie  School,  to  whose  instruction  they  had  the  pleasure  of  listening 
Imig  years  ago,  Prof  L.  Bires,  and  has  himself  lectured  with  great 
acceptance  during  the  past  winter,  in  the  Dental  College,  Cincinnati, 
We  anticipate  for  him  in  his  new  field  of  labor,  eminent  success  and 
useMness.  The  chairs  of  "Obstetrics,"  and  of  the  "Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Diseaaes  of  Women,"  hare  been  consolidated,  and  the  reeent 
iaeombent  of  the  latter  been  selected  to  fill  this  new  position.  Dr. 
James  T.  Whittaker,  whose  letters  from  Europe  our  subscribers  read 
with  so  much  interest,  and  whom  w^  regard  as  one  of  the  ablest  young 
men  it  has  eyer  been  our  good  fortune  to  meet  in  the  profession,  will 
be  hi0  assistant.  Dr.  Whittaker,  we  wish  to  say  in  addition,  has  talent, 
Iraming,  industry  and  sterling  principle,  and  will  one  day,  if  his  life 
is  spared,  be  known  wherever  Medicine  is  known. 

De.  Lionel  S.  Bbalb  has  resigned  his  chair — ^Physiology  and  Pa- 
thology— in  King's  College.  It  is  almost  as  remarkable  that  he  should 
retire  from  ihm  poeition  when  still  in  the  vigor  and  prime  of  his  days 
— for  if  we  are  not  greatly  mistaken,  he  is  but  about  forty  years  of  age 
-Hw  that  he  was  called  to  it  when  but  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Few 
men,  at  even  three-score  years  and  ten,  have  done  more  for  medical 
science  than  has  Dr.  Beale,  and  we  trust  that  his  work  as  a  teacher, 
by  no  means  terminates  with  the  termination  of  his  connection  with 
King's  College. 

M.  YoisiN  has  observed  several  forms  of  eruption  to  follow  the  ad* 
mimiatration  of  bromide  of  potassinm.  They  have  been,  acne;  large, 
indolent,  and  painfbl  pustules;  an  eruption  resembling  that  of  urtica- 
ria or  erythema  nodoeum ;  pnnetes;  andeciena.  He  describee  the  first 
two  with  great  care,  as  having  oheracteristie  symptoms  and  appear- 
ances— British  Medical  JoumaL  ^  y 
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M.  MATTKt,  Acadimie  de  Mideeiney  read  a  paper  upon  tiie  aman  af 
urinary  retention  after  confinement  To  the  two  oanaes  genendl j  recog- 
nized, Tie:  The  swelling  of  the  urethra,  conseqae&t  upon  contnsioii, 
and  yesical  atony,  the  author  added  a  third,  the  abrupt  ahortening  of 
the  urethra;  and  he  thus  explains  the  occurrence  of  thia  cause  of  re- 
tention :  During  the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  the  bladder  being  drawn 
up  with  the  uterus,  the  urethra  is  elongated,  while  after  aocouchemeiit, 
the  uterus  at  once  descending,  the  urethral  canal  must  become  shorter 
by  tortuous  and  irregular  folding  upon  itself — ^thenee  the  retentioB  of 
urine.  It  is  difficult  to  always  prevent  this  accident;  however,  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  grains  of  ergot,  given  after  accouchement,  will  aug- 
ment the  vesical  as  well  as  the  uterine  retraction.  When  catheteriaai 
is  necessary,  always  permit  the  instrument  to  follow  the  temporary 
tortuosities  of  the  canal. — Arch,  (?^.,  April,  1869, 

H.  PKasoNNB,  before  the  same  body,  as  we  learn  from  the  ArchiKi, 
proposes  oil  of  turpentine  as  an  antidote  for  phosphorous.  From  ex-* 
periments  upon  animals,  he  was  convinced  of  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy 
when  taken  immediately  or  very  soon  after  the  ingestion  of  the  poiaon. 
He  says  phosphorous  does  not  exert  its  toxic  power  until  abeorbed; 
then  by  depriving  the  blood  of  its  oxygen,  it  prevents  haematoeis. 
The  oil  of  turpentine  prevents  phosphorus  from  burning  in  the  eooBomy 
in  the  same  manner  as  it  prevents  its  combustion  in  the  air  at  the  ordi- 
nary temperature. 

Now,  this  may  be  a  valuable  discovery;  but  we  almost  think  it  a 
pity  that  the  poor  woman,  whose  case  is  recounted  below,  as  we  find  it 
one  of  our  English  exchanges,  and  who  met  with  a  punishment  in  kind, 
though  not  in  degree,  similar  to  that  of  the  eagle  which  stole  meat 
firom  the  altar  of  the  gods,  did  not  know  it — ^she  might  have  taken  a 
bottle  of  turpentine,  and  thus  kept  her  phosphorous  andher  body  intaei: 

"An  elderly  widow,  while  waiting  in  the  surgery  of  Mr.  Leslie,  at  Nine  Bins, 
stole  a  piece  of  phosphorous  from  a  bottle  and  placed  it  in  her  pocket.  It  ignitod 
and  burnt  her  so  badly  in  the  side  that,  by  the  adtice  of  a  surgeon,  she  was  oob- 
reyed  to  the  nearest  hospital.'' 

Maurice  H.  Collis,  Surgeon  to  the  Meath  Hospital,  Dublin^  Am 
author  of  a  valuable  work  upon  Cancer  and  Tumors,  died  a  few  weeks 
nnee  firom  pyaemic  poisoning  consequent  upon  a  slight  snatch  recelTad 
by  him  whilst  removing  an  upper  jaw  in  the  operating  theater  of  kk 
hospital.    Mr.  Collis  was  in  his  forty-fifth  year. 
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Pbof.  BowLme,  of  the  NathmihJ^wmal,  whoee  intelligeAt  d»TO* 
tini  to  Medioine  no  one  ^an  question,  ejtpresaea  himself  thus  as  to  the 
""Ohio  Doctor  Later' 

*  What  medieine  can  aot  do  for  itself  wlH  go  undone.  Iverj  now  and  then  an 
idiBitusle  doetor  finds  himself  out  of  piactice  and  ta  a  Legislature;  and  fteling 
Mi  of  plaosi  and  that  his  former  brethren  will  think  so,  oondodes  to  'bring  in  a 
liiU'  to  *  derate'  the  profession  he  has  abandoned,  so  that  his  old  friends  maj  see 
tlat  he  is  'still  working  for  them,'  and  who  ought  to  continue  to  think  well  of 
him.  Our  Legislature  here  in  Tennessee  has  done  many  queer  things,  but  it  has 
kt  the  teamed  professions  alone  to  take  care  of  themselves.  When  did  law  erer 
bnefit  religion?  It  has  been  hammering  on  it  many  centuries — for  about  eighteen 
iMudred  years — and  the  more  it  hammered  the  worse  it  made  the  job.  ]^inally,  the 
GoTeniment  of  the  United  States  was  made  by  a  people  wise  enough  to  see  this, 
ad  they  said  in  ihdr  government  religion  shouldn't  be  hammered  at  all  by  politi- 
eim,  bat  that  as  the  people  were  dviUy  free  tJiey  should  be  religiously  free,  and  so 
tUs  Government  started,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  christendonk 

*^i8  Ohio  law  that  so  tickles  many  of  the  Ohio  doctors,  Georgia  enacted  a  long 
taie  ago — every  practitioner  should  be  a  graduate.  Immediately  all  sorts  of  Trus- 
tea  to  all  sorts  of  Institntions  were  chartered,  who  made  all  sorts  of  faculties,  and 
dipIoBSB  were  as  plenty  as  old  dothes  in  slop-shops,  and  about  as  good  and  as 
cheap.  Regular  medicine  received  a  blow  by  that  law  that  it  will  never  recover 
ftoB  in  that  State.  The  law  made  all  sorts  of  quackery  not  only  legal  but  re* 
^cctaUe— respectable  like  liquor  shops— becanse  sanctioned  and  protected  by  law  I 

"One  fellow  opened  a  college  there,  and  filled  all  the  professorships  himself;  held 
munencements  opened  by  prayer,  and  dosed  by  benediction  in  the  most  fashionably 
Woved  style.  The  £^duated  were  'charged'  to  the  brim  'upon  that  occasion,' 
od  bore  away  their  diplomas  in  triumph.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  here* 
■ficr,  ihoiild  any  legislative  M.  D.  essay  to  tinker  with  the  profession  of  medicinsi 
thit  he  would  take  a  fit — ^to  the  dismay  and  utter  consternation  of  his  'fellow- 
arraats'  of  the  'people.'  " 

Db.  a.  G.  White,  of  Springfield,  Tennessee,  (Richmond  and  Lou- 
ttnZZe  Medical  Journal^  ^P'^)>  mentions  the  case  of  a  negress,  thirty- 
bv  yean  of  age,  who  has  given  birth  to  twentj-fonr  children. 

Ths  Leqislature  of  Minnesota  passed  a  law,  March  4th,  deter- 
■iniiig  the  qnalifications  of  those  who  are  permitted  to  engage  in  med- 
ieai  or  sni^cal  practice  in  that  State.  The  law  is,  in  some  respects, 
ta  improyement  upon,  while  in  the  main,  similar  to  the  Ohio  law. 
lUa  whole  question  of  medieal  legisUtion  has  not,  as  yet,  been  so 
thoroughly  canvassed  in  our  State  societies  and  in  our  journals,  that 
Ae  profession  have  arrived  at  any  community  of  opinion  as  to  what 
ssrt,  if  any,  legislation  would  be  both  just  and  practicable.  Only  the 
sther  day,  we  read  in  one  of  our  foreign  exchanges  of  a  fellow  in  New 


324  wmmm  smmMSL  ov 

Zealand,  oaUing  bimself  a  hoBMeopalliio  doctor  in  entile  of  a  diploma 
conferred  upon  bim  in  ahtentiSL^  by  a  Pbiladelpbia  bomoBopatbic  sohool, 
tbrougb  a  London  agent  of  tbe  diploma-pedlars,  for  tbe  trifling  eon- 
aideration  of  fifty  pounds,  wbo  wis  anreated  and  fined  ten  pooada  and 
eo0t8,  for  practicing  witbont  "being  duly  qualified  and  regiaterad." 
Now,  a  general  medical  law  for  tbe  United  States,  wbicb  would  be  as 
stringent  as  tbis  wbicb  prevails  in  a  British  colony,  would  be  a  great 
blessing  to  tbe  people  and  to  tbe  profession. 

An  Ohio  correspoDdent  makes  tbe  following  suggestion:  Allow 
me  to  suggest  to  your  subscribers  tbat  tbey  can  bind,  and  tbereby  pre* 
serve  their  medical  journals,  witb  no  expense  and  but  little  trouble,  by 
procuring  from  a  tinner  strips  of  tbin  brass  or  copper,  (tin  is  too  brit- 
tle), about  six  incbes  long  by  one-fourtb  of  an  incb  wide,  tben  bend- 
ing it  double  so  as  to  make  a  shoulder  in  tbe  middle,  tbe  two  «Bda 
meeting;  tben  with  the  pointed  blade  of  your  knife  punch  two  boles 
tbrougb  tbe  journal,  one  near  the  upper  and  one  near  tbe  lower  mar- 
gin, pass  a  strip  tbrougb  each  hole;  then  on  the  receipt  of  every  jour- 
nal, attach  it  to  those  already  accumulated,  turning  down  tbe  enda  of 
the  strips  each  time,  until  the  end  of  the  year,  when  tbe  enda  of  tbe 
strips  can  easily  be  fastened.  A  volume  will  thus  have  been  preserved 
— ^not  neat,  but  in  a  form  handy  for  reference  and  as  replete  witb  good 
practical  suggestions  as  any  of  tbe  standard  octavos.  For  fifteen  years 
past,  I  have  thus  preserved  all  my  medical  periodicals,  and  I  find  tbia 
part  of  my  library  quite  as  useful  and  more  interesting  than  any  otkcr, 

James  Wardrop,  Esq.,  F.  R.  S.,  who  died  in  London  last  Febru- 
ary, in  his  eighty-seventh  year,  won  bis  first  professional  fame  as  an 
oculist;  but  will  be  especially  remembered  as  having,  in  a  work  on 
aneurism,  proposed  trying  the  artery  on  tbe  distal  side  of  tbe  aneuris- 
mal  tumor,  and  having  successftilly  carried  tbis  into  practice :  Proft 
Valentine  Mott,  so  states  tbe  British  Medical  Journal^  said  tbat  ibis 
improvement  had  conferred  on  Wardrop  the  highest  honor  and  the 
most  lasting  fame. 

Dr.  Alexander  H.  Stetxns,  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  Ameri- 
can physicians,  wbo  died  in  New  Tork  on  tbe  30tb  of  last  Ma^rii|*^ 
was  eighty  years  of  age. 

A  U^icXL  Journal,  we  learn  from  the  Michigan  University  Jtf^y- 
omney  will  probably  be  established  by  the  Faculty  of  tbe  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University.  r^^^^T^ 
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I^lougsd  ANtTBiA. — Cases  of  sappression  of  the  uriaarj  secre- 
tioo,  as  in  eholera,  persislang  for  weeks  and  months,  are  not  frequent, 
tad  their  raritf  equals  their  gra^itj. 

A  woman  of  twenty-seyen  years  of  age,  nuirried,  but  childless,  after 
fire  months'  suffering  from  amenorrhoea  and  leucorrhcea,  consulted  Dr. 
QaUina,  becsmse  she  had  not  passed  urine  for  twenty-four  hours.  Ca* 
Uieterism  only  yielded  a  few  drops  of  ooffse-eolored  liquid,  and  for 
the  sueeeedixig  eight  days  no  more  of  it  appeared.  Applications  of 
keehes  to  the  perineum,  nitrate  of  urea  internally,  and  warm  baths 
iwe  administered  up  to  the  twenty-fifth  day.  No  effect  having  been 
piodueed,  the  patient  consulted  Dr.  Albertini,  at  the  Milan  Hospital, 
lAe,  after  two  hours'  minute  examination,  fownd  absolutely  no  lesion 
to  explain  this  failure  of  secretion,  nor  any  alteration  resulting  from 
it  Her  general  health  had  suffered  in  no  respect.  Prof.  Kodolph 
hstng  called  into  consultation,  considered  that  the  suppression  was  due 
to  amenorrhces.  Emmenagogues  were  administered,  and  the  menses 
ifpeared.  At  the  same  time,  six  hundred  grammes  of  urine  were 
tttneted  by  catheterism  on  the  fbrty-third  day,  and  the  normal  secre- 
tion became  established  without  the  least  injury  to  health. — Gazette 
MUUale  de  Lombardia. 

YiYisoKmoif. — ^The  subject  of  rivisection  has  again  been  brought 
en  the  Umis,  owing  to  some  remarks  made  by  Prof  Bernard,  in  the 
fovrih  of  his  present  course  of  lectures  at  the  Goll^  de  France.  In 
tliis,  after  pointing  out  the  requirements  of  a  properly  conducted 
Khool  of  pnysiology,  and  after  snowing  how  well  those  requirements 
tie  fulfill^  in  Kuhne's  kboratorr  at  Amsterdam,  and  Ludwig's  in 
Ld^sic,  in  each  of  which,  admirable  arrangements  are  made  for  viyi- 
aeetion,  physiological  chemistry,  and  histology,  he  goes  on  to  remark 
tkat,  as  we  can  not  adopt  the  plan  of  the  physicians  of  the  time  of 
Henry  II — ^who  when  the  King  had  received  his  death-blow  in  the  eye 
from  the  lance  of  Montmorency,  coolly  performed  the  same  experiment 
on  four  convicts  who  had  committed  capital  crimes,  and  were  thus 
Mabled  to  study  the  effects  at  their  leisure— we  must  impress  animals 
iato  our  service,  am<nigst  whieh  dogs,  rabbits  and  f^gs,  are  the  most 
STiikble.  He  admits  on  one  occasion  having  operated  on  an  ape, 
hit  never  repeated  the  experiment,  the  cries  and  gestures  of  the  ani- 
■al  too  closely  resembling  those  of  man.  As  the  Fall  Mall  Oa- 
tetk  remarks,  M.  G.  Bernard  expatiates  on  this  subject  with  a  com- 
plaeency  which  reminds  us  of  Peter  the  Great,  who  wishing,  while  at 
Stockholm,  to  see  the  wheel  in  action,  quietly  offered  one  of  his  suite 
as  the  patient  to  be  broken  on  it.  Our  owif  opinion  has  long  been 
Bade  xii^  on  the  point.  We  consider  vivisection  constitutes  a  legiti- 
nate  mode  of  inquiry,  when  it  is  adopted  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  a  question  that  has  been  fairly  discussed,  and  can  be  solved  by 
ao  other  means;  but  even  then  it  should  be  conducted  with  as  little 
paua  to  ihe  am&al  as  it  is  possible  to  infiiot,  and  the  cases  are  rare 
where  chlovoiponn  Mn  not  h^  employed,  at  least  for  the  first  incisions. 

We  hold,  th&t  for  the  mere  purpose  of  curiosity,  or  to  exhibit  to  a 
ckfls  what  may  be  rendered  equally,  if  not  far  more,  intelligible  by 


^iyiiiz.cu  uy    ■ 
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diagrams,  ot  may  be  asoertained  by  aatronomieal  investigation  or  indnc* 

tijOD,  Tivisection  is  wholly  indefensible,  and  is  alike  alien  to  the  feelings 
and  humanity  of  the  christian,  the  gentleman,  and  the  physician. — Lan- 
cety  April  10th,  1869. 

Crsasotb  in  Typhoid  Fsvsr. — M.  P^eholier,  of  Montpellier,  has 
been  condncting  a  series  of  interesting  researches  on  the  action  of  oie« 
asote  in  typhoid  fever.  Conceiving  the  disease  to  be  one,  toHut  Bub- 
itantuBy  depending  on  certain  changes  in  the  blood  caused  by  the  action 
of  an  organised  ferment  which  £raws  from  the  blood  the  materiak 
necessary  for  its  nutrition,  and  exhales  those  thrown  off  by  its  decom- 
position, M.  Pecholier  has  been  led  to  employ  creaaote  as  an  antifer- 
mentive  agent.  Sixty  patients,  at  the  Hdpital  St.  Sloi,  were  chosen 
as  the  subjects  of  the  experiment.  Every  day,  a  draught,  contain- 
ing three  drops  of  creasote,  two  of  essence  of  linie,  ninety  grammes 
of  water,  aad  thirty  grammes  of  orange-flower  water,  was  administered 
to  the  patients.  At  the  same  time  enemata  were  given-,  containing  from 
three  to  five  drops  of  creasote.  M.  P^holier  states,  as  the  result  of 
his  experiments,  that  creasote  employed  in  weak  doses,  either  in 
draughts,  injections,  or  in  the  form  of  vapor,  at  the  ontset  of  typhoid 
fever,  acts  powerfully  in  diminishing  the  intensity  of  the  disease,  and 
shortening  its  duration.  M.  P^holier  adds,  that  the  employment  of 
the  remedy  as  a  prophylactic  agent  in  schools,  garrisona,  hospitals,  fto^ 
during  epidemics,  would  be  of  extreme  efficacy. — Xonee^  April,  1869. 

Oua  Indiana  readers  will  please  remember  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  on  Tuesday,  the  18ih  of  May.  We  hope  to 
see  a  larger  gathering  than  ever  of  the  men  who  love  truth,  and  science, 
and  humanity.  Let  the  profession  of  the  State  make  it  their  Society, 
and  worthy  of  them. 

Fob  Sals. — An  order  for  an  artificial  limb. 

LOCATION    FOR    SALE 

Ia  0|4n,  Barney  Oovntj,  Indiuuk    This  villi«e  i§  fllaiitod  <m  Um  IttMami  SMd,  cad  bmt  Ite 
IndiMM  OeBtral  Bidlwaj. 


I  oibr  My  pnperty  fcr  ala,  oomMIbv  of  ft  gooi 

COMFORTABLE  ONE  STORY  FRAME  HOUSE  OP  SIX  ROOMS, 

OELLAM  ASD  OFFiCM  ATTAOamD, 

W«U  «r  Good  Water  and  Pump,  Stable,  Wood-Hootaaiii  athar  aat-baWM,  wltli  thrMtotaaf  grooia. 
Peach,  Oherrj  and  Pear  Treee,  Qrape  Tinea,  Ooxraati*  Oaoiebeniee,  a«.,  aU  bearing. 

I  irfll  etate  that  thli  1b  a  good  field  for  pracUoe.  I  bare  eecvpied  it  tweatj-OM  yeank  Well.4»- 
AtfBere,  cood  pay,  good  prices.  Baaaoa  for  eeHiag,  gateg  ^reet.  Ttnm,  eirt^  Woold  exchtte* 
for  wild  land  m  Iowa.  Addreea, 

DR.    J.    LEWIS, 
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(^ormeHlsr,  "Cikoiwkati  Joubkal  of  IfoDiciNS.") 


Am  it  will  1»6  teen  that  if  man  has  pawioni  which  impel  him  to  the  destraction  of  man,  If 
htht Noilly  animal  who,  deepising  his  natural  means  of  attack  and  defmce,  has  devised  new 
MBiof  destraetlon,  he  Is  also  the  only  animal  whe  has  the  desire,  or  the  power,  to  reliere  the 
nfetiacsor  his  Allow  citizens,  and  in  whom  the  co-existence  of  reason  and  beneTolenoe  attests 
•Mnl  ss  well  as  an  intellectnal  snperiority.— Gbatm*  Guvigai*  Mssicxm. 
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ON  OBSTINATE  HICCOUGH. 


BT  J.  W.  MOORMAN,  M.  D.,  HARBIN8BUK0,  KY. 


Hioeongb,  thongli  always  yiewed  as  amere  symptom,  wonld  seem 
tokaTe  as  mncli  right  to  a  separate  consideration  as  many  other  affec- 
tioiis  of  a  symptomatic  nature. 

Stills,  in  his  justly  celebrated  work  on  Materia  Medica,  says : 

*^3iea^,  it  is  well  known,  is  sometimes  exceeding  obstinate,  and  cases  of  its 
fild  termination  hare  been  recorded." 

Within  the  past  few  years,  several  cases  of  severe  hiccough,  inde- 
pendent of  any  other  affection,  save  the  disordered  state  of  the  nerv- 
ott  system,  which  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  affection,  have  cottie  under 
My  notice. 

By  some  mishap,  the  full  notes  of  the  cases  have  been  mislaid  or 
led,  and  I  will  be  compelled  to  draw  on  my  memory  for  the  facts  in 
tie  single  case  which  I  shall  report. 

Miss  £ ,  aged  about  twenty  years,  of  weakly  habit  and  of  nerv- 

ou  temperament,  rather  anemic,  had  been  suffering  with  menstrual 
derangement,  from  which,  however,  she  had  been  free  for  about  six 
weeks.  Her  appetite  had  been  poor  for  some  time,  and  the  bowels 
were  habitually  constipated. 

Some  time  in  July,  of  1866, 1  was  called  to  see  her,  and  found  her 
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MccongbiiiK  continually  at  the  rate  of  fifty -six  to  the  minute.  The 
continuous  diaphragmatic  action  interfered  materially  with  respiration; 
the  catamenial  discharge  had  been  natural  in  quantity  and  quality 
two  weeks  before ;  the  pulse  was  irregular,  weak  and  soft — eighty  to 
ninety  to  the  minute;  tongue  moist  and  flabby,  indicative  of  anemia; 
no  appetite;  thirst  continued;  the  quantity  of  any  liquid  swallowed 
was  small,  owing  to  the  violent  regurgitant  action  of  the  hiccough; 
skin  moist  and  cool;  extremities  below  natural  temperature;  slight 
nausea;  bowels  constipated  for  several  days  past.     Ordered 

R.    RheiPnlv. 

Bxt.  Colocynth  Conip.  aa  grs.  r. 

To  be  given  every  fourth  hour  until  bowels  were  moved  freely. 
Eighteen  hours  afterward,  her  bowels  not  being  moved,  she  was  or- 
dered an  enema,  which  brought  away  a  copious  stool  of  hardened 
fecal  matter;  no  abatement  of  the  hiccough;  has  had  no  sleep  for 
forty -eight  hours  past. 

Ordered  one-fifth  grain  morphia  every  two  hours  until  rest  wm 
obtained.  For  twelve  hours  she  took  the  morphia  as  directed,  and 
not  inducing  sleep,  the  dose  was  increased  to  one-third  of  a  grain. 
On  inquiry,  I  learned  that  heretofere  she  had  been  extremely  suscepti- 
ble to  the  influence  of  opiates.  The  third  dose  after  increasing  pro- 
duced a  kind  of  stupor,  from  which  she  was  aroused  by  the  slightest 
noise.  The  hiccough  continued  without  abatement  during  the  stupor. 
Almost  the  whole  list  of  antispasmodics  was  tried,  but  availed  nothing. 

On  the  fifth  day,  she  complained  of  soreness  over  the  epigastrium, 
and  the  hiccough  caused  intense  pain.  The  tongue  became  dry  and 
cracked  in  the  centre  and  of  a  fiery  red  at  tip  and  edges;  stomach 
extremely  irritable  and  would  retain  nothing;  thirst  was  insatiable^ 
but  liquids  were  retained  no  longer  than  it  took  to  drink  them ;  they 
were  not  vomited,  as  there  was  no  retching,  but  simply  regurgitated  in 
small  quantities  at  each  act  of  hiccough.  Pressure  over  epigastrium 
caused  much  pain.  Ordered  blister  to  epigastrium,  four  by  six  inches, 
to  be  dressed  with  morphia  and  kept  open  for  several  days.  Ice  to  he 
swallowed  in  small  lumps  ad  libitum^  and  a  simple  enema  every  third 
day,  to  remove  any  accumulation  of  fecal  matter. 

On'  the  seventh  day,  the  hiccough  was  reduced  thirty-seven  to 
forty  per  minute;  and  from  the  ninth  to  the  eleventh,  there  was  an 
intermission  of  twenty-four  hours,  during  which  time  she  rested  well, 
sleep  being  sound  and  refreshing.     The  tongue  again  became  mobt; 
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8DTeiiefl0  disappeared  from  the  epigastrium  to  some  extent,  and  the 
thirst  was  maeh  more  tolerable. 

After  an  intermission  of  twenty-four  hours,  the  hiccough  returned 
fiftj-six  to  the  minute,  and  continued  for  four  days  without  iniermis* 
aion.     During  this  time,  she  took  the  following  prescription: 

B.    Asafoelidao,  grs.  zxz. 
Creuote,  gtts.  Ti. 
H.  fU  piL  No.  tL 

Sig.    One  to  be  giyen  erery  foarth  hour. 

At  same  time,  she  took  three  grains  sulphate  quinine,  three  times 
daily. 

On  the  fifth  day  after  commencing  this  treatment,  and  fifteenth  from 
date  of  attack,  the  hiccough  ceased,  and  did  not  recur  again  irith  suf- 
ficient sererity  to  attract  attention. 

She  convalesced  slowly,  and  is  still  very  nervous. 

Subsequently,  (summer  of  1868),  she  had  another  attack  of  a  ner- 
vous character.  Being  absent,  I  was  not  called  to  treat  the  case,  and 
am  not  aware  of  its  exact  nature. 

She  is  now,  (March,  1869),  suffering  with  exophthalmic  goitre, 
or  Basedow's  disease. 

The  causes  of  idiopathic  hiccough  are  very  obscure,  having  their 
origin,  undoubtedly,  in  the  nervous  system. 

Jones,  (^JFkinctional  Nervow  Diiorders^  page  246),  refers  it  to  obscure 
nervous  disorder,  ^'such  as  is  loosely  called  hfiterical^*^  and  to  mala- 
rial infection.     Of  the  latter  class,  he  cites  a  case  recorded  by  Widal : 

**The  patient  was  admitted  at  first,  suifering  under  the  consequence  of  cerebral 
congestion.  Fire  or  six  days  after  having  committed  excess  in  drinking,  he  was 
seized  with  violent  hiccough,  the 'incessant  spasms  of  which  compelled  him  to  re* 
main  in  bed,  and  resisted  all  treatment  by  antispasmodics.  The  hiccough  was  so 
intense  and  noisy,  that  it  was  heard  outside  the  hospital.  The  number  of  diaphrag- 
matic contractions  reached  fifty-five  to  the  minute,  and  their  energy  was  so  great 
that  all  the  muscles  of  the  trunk  participated  in  them.  There  was  considerable 
dyspnoea,  short  inspirations,  red  face,  whits  tongue,  loathing  of  all  kinds  of  food, 
pulse  small— eighty. 

"Opii  gr.  one-sixth,  was  given  every  two  hours,  and  a  blister  to  the  epigas* 
trium  was  dressed  with  morphia,  but  no  improvement  ensued.  The  patient  had  no 
deep  and  his  strength  was  fisiiling.  At  last,  quinine  in  pretty  full  doses  was  given, 
which  speedily  put  an  end  to  the  disorder,  after  it  had  lasted  nineteen  days." 

Jones  (op,  cit.')  thinks  the  seat  of  the  disorder  central,  but  thinks 
it  difficult  to  say  precisely  what  nervous  centre  is  affected;  thinks 
it  is  about  the  origin  of  the  fourth  cervical  nerve.     Copland  ascribes 
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it  io  irritation  of  phrenic  nerve.  WilEami  (PHneiple$  of  Medieiney  pag9 
126),  ascribes  it  to  irritation  of  the  medulla  oblongata.  Bomberg  denies 
that  the  phrenic  nerve  has  any  agency  in  producing  it  He  thinks  it  is 
caused  by  reflex  irritation  originating  in  the  alimentary  canal,  liver  or 
uterus,  but  admits  that  it  is  sometimes  caused  by  disorder  of  nervous 
centres.  From  my  o^rn  observations,  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  origin- 
ates in  disorder  of  the  nervous  centres  ooBstiinting  a  true  neuronsy 
while  I  can  not  doubt  that  many  cases  can  be  traced  to  the  causes 
enumerated  by  Bomberg. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  non-malarious  cases,  the  various  antispas- 
modics are  of  use;  and  of  these,  asafcetida  and  valerian  have  been  of 
more  service  to  me  than  any  others.  In  mild  cases,  mental  influence, 
as  sudden  fright  or  withdrawing  the  attention  by  interesting  conversa* 
tion,  may  prove  effectual.  In  the  case  reported  as  coming  under  my 
observation,  swallowing  pounded  ice  formed  no  unimportant  part  of  the 
treatment.  Every  one  is  familiar  with  the  domestic  remedy  so  often 
prescribed— drink  as  much  cold  water  as  possible  between  inspirations. 
Cruveilhier  mentions  two  cases  treated  successfully  in  this  way.  A 
more  pleasant  domestic  remedy  is  a  drachm  of  refined  sugar  in  powder, 
to  be  swallowed  at  once.  This  is  especially  useful  in  hiccough,  which 
infants  are  subject  to  ftom  over-feeding,  {StilU  Mat.  Med.,  volume  I, 
page  352.)  An  ounce  of  sherry  wine,  taken  without  dilution,  will 
sometimes  put  a  stop  to  a  troublesome  hiccough.  I  have  found  this 
useful  in  hiccough  occurring  in  inebriates  while  passing  from  under 
the  influence  of  alcoholic  liquor.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that 
stimulants  were  used  in  the  case  reported;  principally,  however,  ethe- 
real, and  although  partially  under  the  anesthetic  influence  of  chloro- 
form, the  hiccough  was  not  abated.  Jones  cites  a  case  cured  by  tak- 
ing three  ounces  of  blood  from  the  foot.  He  thinks  we  should  mingle 
with  our  treatment  as  much  of  the  ^^medicina  mentis"  as  possible. 
Williams  mentions  hydrocyanic  acid  as  a  very  efficacious  remedy. 
Stille  speaks  of  cajuput  as  a  remedy  of  marked  utility  in  some  cases. 

In  malarious  cases  the  treatment  is  obvious.  Stille  speaks  of  such 
a  case  after  resisting  all  ordinary  methods  of  treatment,  yielded  to  a 
dingle  dose  of  twelve  grains  of  quinine. 

Throughout  the  treatment,  the  mind  of  the  patient  should  be 
diverted  as  much  as  possible  from  the  contemplation  of  its  ills.  Even 
in  bodily  dijsorder,  it  is  well  known  that  the  mind  exercises  much  influ- 
ence for  good  or  ill,  and  in  cases  where  the  whole  nervous  system  is, 
as  it  were,  uu^ti^ung,  the  influence  is  much  more  noticeable. 
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Tlie  idea  is  preyalent  among  tlie  aneducated,  that  hiccougli  us 
always  a  sign  of  approaching  dissolution,  and  being  communicated  to 
the  patient,  will  do  much  toward  lengthening  the  case,  which  might 
erentuallj  end  in  death  from  pure  exhaustion.  Such  tattling  busj- 
bodies  should  always  be  excluded  from  the  sick  chamber  if  possible. 

% 


RAKE  CASE  OF  MIDWIFERY,  IN  WHICH  THERE  WAS  PRO- 
TRUSION  OF  THE  OS  UTERI  EXTERIOR  TO  THE  VULVA, 
DURING  LABOR,  AND  PREVIOUS  TO  PARTURITION. 


BT  C.  S.  MU8CR07T,  H.  D.,  cmOIKNATI,  OHIO. 


Was  called  this  morning,  January  2d,  1867,  at  seven  o'clock,  to 
see  Mrs.  S ,  aged  thirty-five  years,  of  nervous-sanguine  temper- 
ament^ of  active  habits  and  general  good  health,  in  labor  with  her 
fourth  child. 

The  membranes  had  been  spontaneously  ruptured  four  days  pre- 
fious,  firom  which  time  until  ten  o'clock  last  night,  she  had  no  pain 
of  a  serious  character;  but  from  then  until  I  saw  her,  thought  she 
was  in  active  labor,  and  more  decidedly  so  for  the  last  three  hours, 
having  strong  '' bearing  down  pains."  She  had  been  waited  on  during 
the  night  previous  by  a  German  midwife,  who  told  me  "  the  labor  did 
not  advance  as  it  should  on  account  of  there  being  a  good  deal  of 
swelling  of  the  privates.''  Upon  making  an  examination  by  the  touch, 
ike  statement  of  the  midwife  appeared  to  be  correct,  but  on  ifieeting 
an  obstacle  which  seemed  to  be  great  swelling  of  the  external  and 
internal  labia,  had  much  difficulty  in  bringing  my  finger  in  contact 
with  the  head  of  the  child.  The  head  was  low  down  in  the  pelvis  and 
pressing  firmly  against  the  perineum,  and  I  thought  at  this  time  was 
extruded  entirely  beyond  the  os  uteri,  as  no  part  of  it  could  be  reached 
by  the  touch  in  any  direction  that  I  could  detect.  There  was  also 
present  that  puffy  condition  of  the  scalp  of  the  child,  forming  a  tumor, 
presenting  itself  at  what  appeared  to  be  the  orifice  of  the  vagina. 
The  swelling  of  the  scalp  was  such  as  is  frequently  met  with  when  the 
head  of  the  child  has  been  detained  for  a  considerable  time  by  rigidity 
of  the  external  parts. 

Having  at  first  fallen  into  the  same  error  as  the  midwife  in  respect 
to  the  swelling  externally,  waited  a  sufficient  length  of  time  before 

..yitized  by  Google 


832  WESTERN  JOVKNAL  OV  ICBDICtNE. 

making  another  examination,  witli  the  expectation  that  strong  expul- 
sive efforts  would  soon  relieve  the  patient  On  making  the  second 
examination,  no  perceptible  change  could  be  noticed,  although  the 
pains  were  strong  and  frequent.  This  absence  of  change  induced  me 
to  make  a  more  thorough  examination  of  the  external  organs,  which 
I  had  at  first  thought  to  be  an  Unusually  swollen  condition  of  the 
njmphsB,  so  much  so  that  the  anterior  portion  protruded  at  least  an 
inch  or  inch  and  a  half  through  and  beyond  the  external  labia  at  the 
superior  commissure,  the  protrusion  becoming  less  on  each  side  toward 
the  posterior  commissure,  until  it  was  quite  natural  at  thi^  part.  The 
protruded  portion  had  a  puckered  feel  so  as  to  resemble  a  frill  around 
the  anterior  part  of  the  vulva,  and  was  (edematous.  Introducing  the 
finger  between  what  I  had  regarded  the  mucous  fold  of  the  internal 
and  external  labia,  to  my  great  astonishment  the  connecting  tissue  was 
wanting,  and  the  finger  passed  readily  between  the  puckered  fold 
and  external  labia  without  resistance,  far  under  the  pubes,  and  vras 
easily  carried  round  to  the  posterior  commissure  on  either  side,  reveal- 
ing the  true  condition  present,  and  that  which  I  had  at  first  supposed 
to  be  a  swollen  and  oedematous  state  of  the  internal  labia,  was  a  pro- 
truded, puckered  and  oedematous  os  and  cervix  uteri,  wedged  firmly 
between  the  pubes  and  presenting  head  of  the  child,  thus  pressing, 
accommodating  and  retaining  it  so  as  to  give  it  the  exact  feel  of  the 
internal  labia  much  swelled,  protruded  and  oedematous. 

Having  ascertained  the  real  condition,  the  following  method  was 
adopted  to  remedy  it: 

While  the  patient  lay  upon  her  back,  the  right  hand  was  intro- 
ducecT  through  the  protruding  os  and  cervix  uteri,  during  the  absence 
of  pain,  and  the  head  of  the  child  gently  pressed  up  above  the  pubes, 
by  the  end  of  the  separated  finger  and  thumb,  where  it  remained  long 
enough  for  me  to  grasp  the  mouth  and  neck  of  the  womb  and  return 
them  through  the  labia  and  vagina  to  their  proper  position.  After 
this  much  was  accomplished,  in  the  absence  of  pain,  pressure  in  an 
upward  direction  was  constantly  applied  to  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  by 
rotating  the  hand  with  the  fingers  and  thumb  separated,  as  if  pushing 
the  08  and  neck  over  the  child's  head.  During  pain,  the  child's  bead 
was  constantly  held  above  the  pubes  with  the  fingers  and  thumb  out- 
side  of  the  uterine  neck.  About  an  hour's  unremitting  attention  was 
required  for  the  reduction  of  the  mal-position  described.  From  tbe 
commencement  of  the  manipulation  until  the  parts  were  brought  into 
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Aeir  nataral  relation,  tbe  patient  found  berself  yery  mncli  benefited, 
and  often  exclaimed,  "Doctor,  yon  are  relieying  me  bo  much.'* 

After  the  parts  were  returned  to  their  proper  place  and  retained, 
the  labor  progressed  natnrally.  The  os  uteri,  after  reduction  and  hav- 
ing its  normal  situation  to  the  child's  head,  was  dilated  to  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches  in  diameter.  The  child  was  bom  dead, 
as  it  eyidently  had  been  for  some  days  previous  to  birth,  as  it  was  in 
an  advanced  state  of  decomposition.  I  attended  this  patient  in  her 
confinement  previous  to  this  one,  when  there  was  no  complication  of 
any  kind,  nor  had  there  been,  she  said,  during  any  other  of  her  con- 
finements. M 

Not  having  seen  any  case  of  this  description  reported  in  the  jour- 
nals or  elsewhere,  and  not  leaving  the  case  to  its  own  destiny,  so  as  to 
ascertain  how  it  would  terminate,  the  fgllowing  question  presented 
itMlf  to  my  mind :  If  it  had  not  been  recognized  and  relieved,  what 
might  have  been  the  result  to  the  patient?  I  think  one  or  any  of  the 
three  following  results  would  have  occurred,  namely :  First — Inver- 
sion of  the  uterus.  Second — ^Rupture  of  the  organ;  or.  Third — ^A 
cutting  off  the  cervix  immediately  behind  the  os.  I  will  venture  one 
more  question :  Has  not  this  condition  occurred  in  other  cases  where 
it  has  not  been  recognized,  and  been  the  cause  of  the  three  complica- 
tions above  named?  

The  above  very  interesting  report  from  Dr.  Muscroft,  absence  in 
New  Orleans  prevented  our  seeing  until  just  before  it  was  placed  in 
the  printer's  hands ;  and  hence,  we  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
consulting  the  literature  of  the  subject  to  any  great  extent.  Never- 
theless, the  few  references  to  accidents  similar  to  that  which  the  Doe- 
tor  recounts,  we  have  met  in  a  hurried  and  partial  search,  we  proceed 
to  give :  • 

Boivin  and  Duges,  (tome  I,  page  93),  ftate  that  in  some  cases  of 
prolapsus  uteri  in  pregnancy,  "  the  womb  has  remained  partly  within 
and  partly  without  the  basin,  even  to  the  termination  of  gestation; 
such  was  the  case  of  Wagner  and  that  of  Chopart.  The  suffering  and 
inconvenience  in  such  cases  would  be  great;  nevertheless,  in  both  these 
cases,  the  termination  was,  by  the  aids  of  art,  conjoined  with  the  natu- 
ral efforts,  favorable,  even  without  obtaining  reduction  of  the  dis- 
placed organ,  for  that  had  become  impossible." 

Jacquemier,  Manuel  des  AccoucKementSj  tome  II,  page  191,  says: 
"  Harvey  reports  the  case  of  a  woman  whose  uterus  was  completely  pro- 
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lapsed,  delivered  at  full  term  without  assistance;  but  she  died  sabso- 
quently.  In  a  simihtr  case.  Portal  dilated  the  os  nteri  with  his  fingers, 
and  removed  a  living  child,  the  mother  recovering.  Fabricins  snc- 
ceeded  similarly  in  a  case  of  complete  prolapse.  There  are  several 
recent  observations  similar  to  these.  Devon ter  has  seen  the  head  and 
neck  of  the  foetus  enveloped  by  the  uterus,  escape  completely  from  the 
pelvic  cavity.  In  the  cases  of  Duchemin  and  Pietsch,  the  expulsion 
of  foetus  did  not  take  place  until  rents  occurred  in  the  uterine  neek 
after  several  days'  labor." 

Courty,  Traitd  PraUqus  det  Maladies  de  V  Vtenu  et  de  ie$  Af^ 
netesj  page  739,  uses  th^  following  language  in  speaking  of  the  import- 
ance of  attempting  reduction  in  a  case  of  prolapsed  uterus:  ^'The 
swelling  consequent  upon  congestion  supervening  in  the  tumor,  or  re- 
sulting from  inflammation,  or  from  constriction  at  the  vulval  ring,  ia 
not  the  only  reason  why  the  practitioner  should  be  prompt  in  attempt- 
ing reduction.  A  still  stronger  reason  is  the  complication  of  preg- 
nancy. Although,  in  this  ease,  the  irreducible  uterus  may  be  sup- 
ported by  a  suitable  bandage  so  that  it  shall  complete  its  development, 
and  expel  a  living  foetus  from  its  cavity,"  &c.,  &c. 

The  Lancetj  April  18th,  1846,  quotes  the  following  case  from  the 
British  American  Journal: 

"In  April,  1829,  a  negro  woman  was  taken  in  labor.  She  was  about  forty 
years  of  age,  of  good  constitation,  the  mother  of  sereral  children,  and,  so  fkr  as  is 
known^  not  subject  to  any  prerioos  prolapsus  or  other  disease  of  the  womb.  Some- 
thing nnnsual  and  anomalous  harlng  occurred  daring  the  progress  of  the  labor,  Dr. 
Harris  was  sent  for.  He  found  her,  on  his  arriral,  in  the  following  condition: 
She  was  lying  on  her  back,  with  the  whole  gravid  uterus  between  her  thighs,  re- 
tained only  by  the  ligaments,  which  were  much  stretched,  but  not  ruptured,  and 
discharging  from  its  external  snrfkce  a  serous  or  sanious  fluid.  The  woman  had 
been  in  this  condition  for  about  twenty-four  hours.  She  had  had  no  pain  since 
the  descent  of  the  uterus,  and  was  complaining  of  none^t  this  time  The  liquor 
amnil  had  been  discharged.  After  a  carefUl  examinatioa,  no  motion  or  other  sign 
of  life  in  the  foetus  could  be  peroeiyed.  The  uterus  appeared  to  be  in  a  perfectly  qui- 
escent state,  without  any  disposition  to  contract.  The  os  tincse  was  barely  dilated 
sufficiently  to  allow  the  introduction  of  two  fingers.  Finding  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  relieve  her  as  soon  aa  possible,  the  Doctor  proceeded  to  deliver  her  by  arti- 
ficial means.  He  opened  the  head  of  the  child  with  a  suitable  instrument,  and 
then,  having  an  assistant  to  hold  and  support  the  uterus,  he  introduced  his  hand, 
and  by  careful  traction  succeed  in  removing  its  contents.  There  was  very  little 
pain  during  his  manipulations.  He  now  returned  the  womb,  which  had  scarcely 
contracted  at  all,  and  advising  the  recumbent  position,  left  her.  She  had  a  very 
good  'getting  up;  *  and  two  years  ago,  as  the  Doctor  learned,  was  in  good  health." 
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In  tbe  Lanceij  March  22d,  1%1,  under  tke  beftding  On  a  date  of 
Labor  foith  Pmsidentia  Uteris  we  read  as  follows : 

"7*he  wife  of  a  laborer,  who  had  been  subject  to  a  prolapsed  state  of  the 
vteros^  and  on  one  occasion  to  a  profuse  uterine  haemorrhage,  during  her  preg- 
Bttkcj,  was  attended  in  her  labor,  In  Norember  last,  by  Dr.  Hjnes,  who  found, 
on  examination  a  large  substance,  of  the  sixe  of  a  fcetal  head,  projecting  from  the 
TidT%  which,  from  its  elastic  feel,  he  at  first  thought  to  be  the  placenta.  Upon 
closer  examination,  he  discoYcred  an  oblong  aperture  capable  of  admitting  three 
fingers,  through  which  he  was  able  to  feel  the  membranes  protruding.  The  pro- 
jecting tumor  he  discorered  to  be  a  large  portion  of  the  uterus,  dragging  with  it 
the  inferior  part  of  the  bladder.  As  the  expulsive  pains  were  yiolent,  Dr.  Hjrnei 
eren  feared  the  inversion  of  the  whole  pelvic  contents ;  he,  therefore,  without 
delaj,  ruptured  the  membranes,  and  while  maintaining  steady  support  to  the  pro- 
jecting substance,  extracted  a  foetus  of  about  six  months,  which  survived  a  few 
liours.  Little  or  no  haemorrhage  ensued,  and  the  patient  progressed  satisfactorilj 
at  first,  but  having  imprudently  got  up  within  thirty-six  hours  from  the  labor,  in 
contravention  of  the  directions  of  her  medical  attendant,  she  became  delirious  and 
feverish,  and  sank  eight  days,  afterward,  the  pulse,  that  ^rt9  /aUacitamOf^  having 
Biaintained  regularity  throughout  her  fever." 

Mr.  Houghton,  Dublin  Quarterlif  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  ^^Jy 
1863,  reports  a  case  of  Prolapse  of  the  Uterus  and  Vagina  during 
Pregnancy  and  Labor: 

"  JCrs.  S ,  aged  about  twenty-six,  was  taken  in  labor  with  her  second  child, 

on  the  13th  November,  1851,  4  p.  u.  The  pains  continued  feeble  and  infrequent 
tin  2  p.  M.  on  the  following  day,  and  I  saw  her  about  four.  *  The  head  presented 
nataiallj;  the  os  uteri  was  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown-piece;  the  passages  were 
moist;  and  the  membranes  had  been  ruptured  about  twenty-four  hours  previously. 
However,  on  examining  more  carefully,  I  found  that  the  os  uteri  was  close  to  the 
ontlet;  that  the  walls  of  the  uterus,  from  the  margin  of  the  os  uteri  to  that  part  of 
the  nteroa  against  which  the  head  of  the  child  pressed,  formed  a  cone  about  three 
iaehea  long,  the  apex  downwards,  as  though  the  neck  of  the  uterus  had  dilated 
simultaneously  instead  of  becoming  obliterated  before  the  dilatation  of  the  os  com* 
menced.  The  lips  of  the  Oa  were  exceedingly  thick,  rigid,  and  unyielding,  and 
indeed,  the  whole  of  the  cone  above  described,  presented  the  same  unyielding  char- 
acter. The  pains  were  regular  and  tolerably  strong.  As  the  labor  proceeded,  the 
whole  mass,  uterus  and  head,  came  down  together,  dragging  with  it  the  anterior 
wall  of  the  vagina,  and  at  length  obliterating  the  anterior  culde  toe  of  the  vagina; 
and  the  considerable  tumor  thus  formed,  dilated  the  vulva.  The  descent  continn- 
iag,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  hardly  progressing  at  all,  the  uterus  came  so 
low  down  that  the  anterior  lip  of  the  os  uteri  was  pushed  outside  the  vulva,  and 
the  anterior  half  of  the  os  uteri,  and  the  posterior  half  of  the  vaginal  orifice  to- 
gether, formed  an  elliptical  opening,  through  which  the  head  of  the  child  could  be 
readily  felt,  and  if  necessary,  could  have  been  seen.  Still  the  os  uteri  continued 
firm,  hard,  and  unyielding,  and  eventually  the  whole  of  the  os,  with  an  extraordi- 
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narjr  cftp«t  BuccedAnenm,  protruded  flrom  the  raglna.  Still  the  rigiditj  continued, 
and  I  began  to  lose  all  hope  of  the  dilatation  being  effected  by  natural  meana. 

*'The  above  is  a  prettj  fair  account  of  what  took  place  until  about  eight  o'clock 
p.  u.,  and  then  things  were  much  in  the  state  described.  The  patient  being  a  pale, 
delicate,  little  womaUi  renesection  was  not  performed,  but  tartar  emetic  in  nausea- 
ting doses,  was  given,  and  nausea  was  kept  up  for  about  three  hours.  After  this, 
two  scruples  of  laudanum  were  administered. 

"At  this  time  the  condition  of  the  patient  was  much  as  follows:  Os  uteri 
rather  larger  than  a  five  shilling  piece;  caput  soccedaneum  protruding  through  the 
os;  bones  of  the  head  pressing  on  the  margin  of  the  os,  which  was  thick,  bard, 
and  very  unyielding;  pains  strong;  anterior  eul  de  t€ie  of  vagina  obliterated  with 
each  pain,  and  a  disposition  for  the  whole  os  uteri  to  pass  externally  at  every  pain. 
For  some  time  after  the  laudanum  was  given  the  pains  became  more  moderate,  but 
they  never  ceased,  and  at  about  ten  o* clock  they  returned  sharply,  the  os,  if  any- 
thing, showing  more  disposition  to  dilate,  though  all  very  firm,  hard,  and  rigid; 
and  1  had  serious  fears  that  incision  of  the  os  uteri  would  become  necessary. 

"All  things  considered,  I  determined  to  see  if  the  fhint  hope  of  dilatation  which 
seemed  to  present  itself,  would  be  realized,  and,  whilst  waiting  to  continue  the 
same  course  of  treatment  which  I  had  hitherto  adopted,  and  which  consisted  in 
preventing  the  total  inversion  of  the  vagina,  and  entire  protrusion  of  the  head  of 
the  child  and  uterus  en  nuuae  during  each  pain,  this  accident  threatening  with  each 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  indeed  once  happening  to  a  considerable  extent  when  I 
had  been  late  io  watching  a  pain.  To  effect  my  purpose,  I  proceeded  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  Having  replaced  the  uterus  and  vagina  as  well  as  I  could,  I 
watched  carefully  for  each  pain,  and  when  it  was  about  to  commence  I  passed  the 
fingers  of  my  right  hand  into  the  anterior  of  the  eiU  de  $ae  of  the  vagina,  and  the 
thumb  of  the  same  hand  into  the  posterior  etU  de  sac;  my  fingers  and  thumb  thus 
embraced  the  os  uteri  and  child's  head,  and  whilst  it  allowed  the  latter  to  press 
against  and  dilate  the  former,  I  supported  the  whole  mass  in  its  proper  position, 
or  nearly  so ;  and  thus,  as  I  conceived,  imitated  nature  to  the  best  of  my  abili^ 
by  keeping  the  uterus  artificially  suspended  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  main- 
taining a  point  of  support  to  the  uterus,  to  allow  of  the  pressure  of  the  child's 
head  upon  the  os,  and  hence  its  farther  dilatation.  For  some  time  the  dilatation 
continued  very  slowly,  and  1  could  feel,  from  time  to  time,  that  some  abrasion  of 
the  anterior  and  posterior  lips  of  the  os  had  taken  place.  The  os  now  very  tightly 
embraced  the  head,  the  posterior  lip  being  softish,  the  anterior  very  hard  and  thick. 
At  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  during  a  very  strong  pain,  and  whilst  I  was  pur- 
suing the  same  plan,  I  felt  something  suddenly  give  way,  and  the  child  was  almost 
immediately  born  alive ;  in  fact,  laceration  of  the  posterior  lip  of  the  os  uteri  had 
taken  place  to,  I  suppose,  an  inch  in  extent.  No  flooding  followed,  and  the  pla- 
centa came  away  without  any  difficulty,  except  that  with  it  down  came  the  uterus 
and  vagina.  The  laceration  was  then  distinctly  seen,  and  the  whole  of  the  os 
uteri  swollen  and  tumid ;  this  was  easily  returned ;  the  patient  was,  as  might  be 
expected,  much  exhausted ;  a  stimulant  and  dose  of  opiam  were  given,  and  she  was 
allowed  to  rest. 

"November  16th;  a  good  deal  exhausted  and  very  sore;  countenance  good; 
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loogne  moist;  pulse  eight j—wott',  no  ftrer;  pAsoed  her  water  twiee,  and  bad'  two 
motions;  no  swelling  or  tenderness  in  the  abdomen ;  she  is  in  good  spirits;  she 
mx  up  when  her  bowels  were  relieved ;  the  uterus  then  came  down,  and  remains 
down  now  \  the  laceration  and  the  abrasions  on  the  anterior  lip  can  be  seen.  I  r&- 
tnmed  the  uterus,  and  desired  that  it  might  be  returned  as  often  as  it  came  down, 
and  supported  by  a  perineal  bandage,  first,  however,  fomenting  it  well. 

"  17th.  Some  diarrhcea  and  pain  in  the  utems,  but  no  distention  or  general 
hardness  of  the  abdomen;  for  this,  a  poultice  and  some  grey  powder,  with  Dover's 
powder,  was  given;  and  under  this  treatment  these  symptoms  gradually  subsided. 

*On  the  27th,  4he  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  abdomen  have  <]iaite  subsided,  and 
her  health  is  much  improved.'  To-day,  she  told  me  that  she  was  much  neglected 
in  her  first  confinement,  and  has  had  prolapsus  ever  since.  About  a  year  since  she 
bad  retroversion  of  the  uterus,  followed  by  a  miscarriage  at  the  fourth  month; 
riuce  this  time  her  uterus  has  descended  daily,  and  has  prolapnd  every  day  dmriny 
hir  yre^wtncy^  even  to  the  day  of  her  deUveryy  when  it  had  been  down  to  a  conaidereMe 
ertent^formmg  a  large  tumor  exiemaUy.  At  times,  she  had  considerable  disclwrge 
from  it^  and  was  aware  that  ulceration  existed  round  the  os.  It  has  frequently 
been  down  as  large  as  her  two  fists;  and  although  she  has  been  a  great  sufferer 
during  pregnancy,  she  has  not  consulted  any  medical  man  about  it,  but  allowed  it 
to  progress  without  interference." 

With  these  references,  increasing,  as  ve  hope,  the  interest  and 
instmctiveness  of  Dr.  M.'s  case,  we  leave  the  subject  for  the  present, 
merely  adding  that  his  manipulations  were,  in  some  paxtioulars,  simi- 
lar to  those  of  Mr.  Houghton,  and  that  his  inquirr  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  rapture  of  the  uterus,  occurring  in  such  ^  complication  of 
labor,  finds  its  answer,  at  least  so  far  as  such  rupture  involyes  the  neck 
of  the  organ^  in  some  of  the  cases  quoted.  T,  P« 


"AT  WHAT  TIMES  IS  VARIOLA  CONTAGIOUS?"— (A  EE- 
PLY  TO  AN  ARGUMENT.) 


BY  DE.  D'HUT,   OWENSBOKO,  KENTUCKY. 


¥ 


There  are  various  opinions  held  by  medieal  men,  in  regard  to  the 
above  question.  Oflentimes  we  have  been  questioned,  and  seldom 
found  that  our  precise  opinion  on  the  subject  was  entertained.  There- 
fore, as  it  is,  we  feel  inclined  to  explain  before  the  forum  of  your 
many  readers,  confident  that  our  appeal  will  be  sustained. 

We  presume  that  contagion  in  the  sick  room  exists,  prima  faciQ, 
at  the  same  time  when  the  disease  exists,  and  we  would  say  more 
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pkinlj,  oontagton  is  oo-ezbttDg  with  the  disease.  Contagion  derel- 
<^>e8  progressirelj  firom  the  time  of  generation  to  its  ultimate  prox- 
imity. Henee,  it  cam  not  be  inferred  or  admitted,  that  contagion  exists 
not  in  any  degree  dangerous  at  the  beginning,  and  commences  only 
with  the  eruptive  stage,  when  desquamation  deyelopes  and  continues. 
Nor  does  our  reasoning  pause  here.  The  danger  of  contagion,  per  k, 
exbts  in  all  oontagious  diseases  as  soon  as  the  disease  is  readily  diag- 
nosed, and  even  prior  to  that  time. 

To  explain  our  yiews  in  a  practical  manner,  let  us  suppose  a  case 
of  variola,  or  of  varioloid. 

The  very  moment  we  have  diagnosed  a  case,  and  as  such,  pro- 
nounced to  be  contagious,  we  proceed  to  prescribe  such  medicines,  dis- 
infectants, etc.,  as  are  indicated,  and  give  careful  instructions  to  the 
fkmily,  or  nurse,  applying  to  a  disease  of  a  contagious  nature. 

Why  we  should  be  so  very  careful,  circumspect  and  guarding 
against  a  dreadful  disease,  is  simply  because  we  apprehend  the  situa- 
tion, the  danger  impending,  and  appreciate  the  measures  instituted, 
and  to  enable  ourselves  to  be  of  good  service  to  all,  the  sick  and  the 
healthy.  If  we  would  omit  all  these  ''little  items'*  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  mode  of  treatment,  we  would'nt  be  doing  our  duty,  and  at 
least,  would  4ay  ourselves  liable  to  censure  within  our  own  mind, 
although  we  might  escape  professional  criticism,  or  be  unnoticed  by 
those  around  us,  and  ignorantly  be  supposed  to  be  all  right. 

While  time  rolls  on,  and  our  case  is  developing,  we  still  continue 
our  watchfulness  and  cares  in  a  prudent  manner,  and  do  so  until  the 
time  of  dismissal.  Our  watchfulness  is  certainly  not  misplaced,  be- 
cause we  are  aware  that  the  one  afflicted  with  a  disease  of  the  conta- 
gious class,  is  liable  to  the  incidents  attending  such  disease.  And 
thus,  there  exists  the  same  reason  for  continuance  of  precaution,  and 
of  a  peculiar  treatment  of  a  peculiar  disease,  as  at  the  beginning.  This 
would  show,  conclusively,  that,  wherever  contagion  exists,  it  should 
be  treated  considerate,  until  it  is  existing — ^no  more !  And  any  devi- 
ation from  this  rule  may  be  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
mischief,  and  involving  difficulties  which  we  might  not  be  able  to  over- 
come, or  to  answer  for. 

Indeed,  we  are  surprised  to  observe  how  some  medical  men  become 
so  professionally  destitute  as  to  advance  teachings  which  are  foreign 
to  common  observation,  foreign  to  all  practical  experience,  and  un- 
known to  the  established  doctrine  of  the  wide  world  I     Men,  who  by 
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word  %ni  Mtion  do  the  wtong  thing,  and  wlio  are  trifii^  with  them-^ 
aelTee,  our  sacred  ealling,  and  the  public  at  large. 

Ho^  is  it,  for  instance,  if  a  profeeaional  man,  wlio  lays  claim  to 
the  title  of  a  eitj  physician,  would  dismiss  ''a  case  of  Tariola,''  with- 
out ordering  for  his  patient  '^a  last  cleaning,"  neither  haying  ordered 
his  ^Mnfected  clothes"  cleaned  and  changed,  thongh  they  had  been 
worn  /or  /aw  weeJu^  dag  and  wightf  How  is  it,  if  in  our  days  of 
light  and  progress,  Tariola  is  simply  treated  by  whisky  until  whiri^ 
has  Idllod  the  patient?  How  is  it,  we  ask ?  Facta,  as  the  above,  almost 
Mem  to  be  incredible,  and  slill  they  ocenr  in  our  midst,  little  talked 
of,  hut  not  amended.     I  think  we  need  "a  liule  recomtructum  on  the 

m  of  oound  doeerine$" 


CIRCUMCISION. 


BT  JAH18  THOMPSON,  HARRISOW,  OHIO, 
LMa  SuBBon  Ml  O.  a.  Llsbt  Arlflltiy. 


A  large  number  of  yenereal  cases  came  under  my  notice  while  oon- 
neeted  with  the  army.  And  as  many  of  the  patients  had  chancres  in 
the  prepuce,  it  seemed  to  me,  that  by  remoring  the  local  lesion,  a  cure 
eouM  be  more  speedily  effected,  more  especially  if  this  could  be  done 
early  in  the  disease. 

The  first  patient  operated  on  had  an  indurated  chancre  almoft  en^ 
tirely  encircling  the  prepuce;  his  prepuce  entirely  coTcred  the  glans, 
gifing  hiB  organ  the  appearuiee  of  a  pig's  snout;  he  also  had  gov- 
OErhoBa. 

Opxraiion — He  was  placed  on  the  edge  of  a  low  seat;  his  knees 
weie  widely  abducted  and  firmly  held  by  assistants;  the  prepuce  was 
irmly  grasped  behind  the  chancre  in  front  of  the  glans,  with  a  gullet 
foieeps,  and  given  to  an  assistant;  a  long  amputating  knife  was  placed 
against  the  forceps,  with  the  heel  applied  to  prepuce,  which  was  ampu* 
tated  by  one  sweep  from  heel  to  point  of  knife;  one  blade  of  a  pair  of 
sdsaors  was  then  inserted  beneath  the  mucoua  membrane,  which  was 
slit  up  and  afterwards  cut  off  in  an  anular  direction  parallel  to  the 
corona  glandis;  the  dorsaUs  penis  artery  was  ligated;  two  small 
branches  twisted,  and  five  sutures  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing the  dermoid  and  mucous  membrane  together;  cold  water  dress- 
ings were  need  until  after  suppura^on  was  fairly  established,  then  dii* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


aiA  manxBx  noMAh  of  vsDicnnB. 

contiAaed,  «nd  na  mMUcftttoa  wluttoTer  mwd.    As  8i»on  a6  smppuratioa 

oommeDced,  the  discharge  from  the  urethra  ceased;  and  in  six  weeks 
f^om  date  of  operation,  the  patient  was  returned  to  duty  eured,  with  a 
very  elegant  serriceable  organ. 

In  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  from  the  above  date,  upwards  of 
two  hundred  others  were  operated  on  in  the  same  manner — some  for 
ohaneres  in  the  prepuce,  others  for  chancres  on  the  glans,  some  for 
gonorrhcaa,  gleet,  &g.  They  all  recovered  in  a  period  averaging  about 
four  weeks,  excepting  one,  who  was  attacked  on  the  sixth  day  afWr 
c|>eration  with  erysipelas  of  an  adynamic  type,  and  died  on  the  twelftJi 
day  from  date  of  operation. 

The  question  arises,  why  excise  one's  prepuce  incases  of  gonorrhosa 
and  gleet?  Permit  me  to  state  that  most  of  the  operations  spoken  of 
were  performed  upon  colored  men,  seventy  per  cent,  of  whom  have 
remarkably  long  foreskins,  which  almost  invariably  cover  their  glana. 
Several  of  the  cases,  however,  occurred  amongst  the  white  men,  one 
of  whom  presented  himself  to  me  with  a  gleet  of  nine  months  dura* 
tion,  which  was  rebellious  to  all  medical  treatment,  local  or  constitu- 
tionaL     He  was  circumcised,  and  his  gleet  was  arrested  as  if  by  magic. 

Next  came  a  captain  of  volunteers  of  the  quarter-master's  depart- 
ment, a  church  member,  who  was  looked  upon  as  a  "Paragon."  He 
represented  himself  as  having  been  poisoned  with  ''some  abominable 
poison  vine  while  picking  blackberries."  I  told  him  that  he  was  poi- 
soned, but  that  it  was  from  the  animal  instead  of  from  the  ve^eiable 
kingdom.  He  had  a  villainous  looking  penis,  the  foreskin  of  which 
projected  in  front  of  the  glans  at  least  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  caus- 
ing the  organ  to  resemble  the  noasle  of  a  bellows,  from  which  a  nasty, 
muco-purulent  matter  was  discharged.  He  consented  to  circumcision, 
after  which  he  was  no  longer  troubled  frt>m  the  effects  of  the  ^^ahom- 
inaile  pattern  vine.**  He  was  quite  elated  with  the  altered  shape  and 
improved  appearance  of  his  member. 

Several  cases  could  I  add,  which  I  have  had  to  treat  during  the 
last  two  years,  in  private  practice,  wherein  circumcision  has  been  suc- 
cessfrilly  practiced  in  cases  of  gleet,  after  having  failed  to  benefit  said 
oases,  with  either  local  or  constitutional  medication,  blistering,  cauter- 
isation, injections,  and  so  forth. 

Two  cases  of  spermatorrhoea  have  also  been  successfdlly  treated 
within  the  last  year,  one  of  which  was  of  ten  years  standing,  and  had 
been  treated  by  a  "homoeopathist"  for  one  year  prior  to  his  foiling 
under  my  notice,  without  the  least  benefit  whatever.    He  was  treated 
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by  me  for  four  nontiiaY  with  tomes  of  every  desoriptioD;  qainiiie,  kon, 
Btryohnine,  eleetricity,  &o.;  with  bromide  potass.,  belladonna,  camphor, 
cpiomy  canabis  indioos,  &c.,  but  in  spite  of  all,  he  reported  two  or 
three  noctamal  and  fonr  or  five  diurnal  emissions  every  twevty-fetur 
hours.  He  had  a  long  prepuce,  but  wonld  not  be  persnaded  to  part 
with  it  until  I  informed  him  that  every  remedy  short  of  oironmcision 
had  been  tried,  and  as  he  was  well  convinced,  with  no  benefit,  and- 
strongly  urged  upon  him  the  security  of  the  operation.  After  much 
peksoasion,  I  procured  his  consent,  and  operated  about  the  2d  of  Jan- 
nary,  1869.  The  first  week  after  the  operation,  he  had  three  noctamal 
emissions,  but  had  perfect  control  of  his  member  during  the  day.  At 
this  date,  May  5th,  he  tells  me  he  has  not  had  over  five  emissions  since 
the  operation,  and  considers  himself  cured. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  facts,  I  am  convinced  that  gleet  and 
spermatorrhosa  can  be  cured  by  circumcision  alone;  and  that  many 
cases  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis  will  yield  to  the  same  treatment. 
These  facts  have,  I  think,  been  tested  in  a  sufGicient  number  of  in- 
stances. 

It  is  further  my  opinion,  that  every  person  whose  foreskin  covers 
the  glans,  ought  by  all  means  to  be  circumcised ;  then  would  there  be 
less  liability  of  his  contracting  the  various  venereal  diseases,  or  herpes 
pieputiftlis. 

Again :  We  should  consider  the  effect  which  a  nozzle  ended  penis 
has  on  the  minds  of  some  persons;  some  are  ashamed  to  be  seen  bath- 
ing by  their  fellow  man,  or  to  be  examined  for  the  army  or  for  life 
assurance,  and  no  doubt,  in  many  instances,  to  contract  matrimonial 
ailiances.  In  such  cases,  circumcision  is  one  of  the  greatest  boons 
that  can  be  practiced  on  suffering  humanity,  and  should  be  urged  upon 
the  people. 

It  is  further  my  opinion,  that  in  the  diseases  above  mentioned,  oir- 
eumeision  is  beneficial  in  cases  even  where  the  patients  have  not  a 
redundancy  of  tissue  forming  the  prepuce. 

Most  practitioners  have  had  to  do  with  some  very  obstinate  cases 
of  gleet  of  very  long  standing,  which  have  been  rebellious  to  all  med- 
ieal  treatment,  local  and  constitutional.  In  my  opinion,  all  such  cases 
yield  to  circumcision.  But,  one  may  ask,  how  can  a  patient  afford  to 
lose  a  portion  of  his  foreskin,  when  it  is  already  well  retracted  and 
the  glans  entirely  uncovered?  My  answer  is,  that  I  never  have  seen 
one  who  could  not  spare  a  small  anular  slice,  in  order  to  tiie  cure  of 
sneh  a  troublesome  and  rebellious  disease. 
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Again :  When  w«  oireumoiie  oar  patients,  we  seevYe  for  them  ^ta% 
rmt  whieb  all  the  advioe  in  ike  world  witilioiit  the  knilb  would  MIL  to 
aoeompliBh,  and  it  is  well  known,  that  bo  long  aa  a  patient  afflicted 
with  the  gleet,  keeps  walking  or  riding  about,  a  cnre  may  be  looked 
upon  as  oat  of  the  qnestion. 

In  the  performance  of  the  operation,  I  woold  eschew  ''ibftuws  of 
stone,"  bnt  would  recommend  a  long  knilfo,  in  order  that  the  pre- 
pnee  be  taken  off  at  one  sweep,  thereby  avoiding  a  notched  and  ane?«i 
oioatrix.  A  firm,  sharp  scissors,  in  order  to  make  a  clear  ineinoa 
throogh  the  mucous  membrane,  the  pinching  of  which,  with  a  slender 
or  dull  instrument,  is  very  unpleasant  and  painM. 


DB.  COHNHEIM'S  RB8EAR0HES  ON  C0NGB8TI0N. 


Tiwaktad  turn  an  Article  by  Dr.  Wnar,  In  toIvm  CI  of  the  JVivir  ygMljjr^hmfcf^ 

BT  SAMXL  NICKLB8,  M.  D., 

mmonitnior  of  AjMHoay  la  tke  Modicat  Ooll«i»  of  Ohio. 

; 

Cohnheim  publishes,  (  Virch.  Arok.^  XLI,  page  227),  an  inTSStigap 
tion  on  venous  congestion,  which  is  closely  related  with  his  researelies 
on  inflammation  and  suppuration.  The  object  of  the  inquiiy  was  to 
aseertain  why,  in  passive  hyperemia,  a  plasmatic  fluid  (osdemn),  trann- 
udes  very  copiously,  while,  on  the  contrary,  lymphatic  elemeata 
(phlegmon),  find  egress  in  but  limited  amount 

C.  selected  for  his  observations,  the  web  of  frogs  which  had  beoa 
treated  with  curare  poison,  and  in  which,  by  means  of  a  simple  and 
suitable  contrivance  for  regulating  the  firmness  of  a  ligature,  he  oonid 
absolutely  control  the  circulation  of  the  femoral  vein.  He  found  thai 
soon  after  the  ligation  of  the  crural  vein,  the  movement  of  the  blood 
in  all  the  vessels  of  the  web  became  j^uhative  and  r^thmioal^  while,  at 
the  same  time,  the  rapidity  of  the  cii^en^  gradtuUl^  dimini$hed^  ao 
that|  finally,  one  gets  the  impression  of  a  resting  mass  pressed  onward 
only  at  intervals,  by  the  pulse-move.  The  cause  of  this  phenomenon 
is,  that  the  resistance  in  the  veins  and  capillaries  has  become  so  great 
from  the  sudden  closure  of  the  crural  vein,  that  it  can  be  overctHao 
only  by  the  systole.  (Edemateu§  infiltratioH  ai  the  web  begins  werj 
early,  while  the  xadcU  eharaeter  of  the  current  dUappeore  in  the  arteiiaB 
and  veins,  and  soon,  with  but  moderate  dilatationy  all  the  vemeb  faa- 
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eome  dmuely  filled  voiih  blood  corpuscle^  of  which,  the  red  ones  are  so 
placed  in  the  capillaries  that  not  the  edge  but  the  surface  is  struck  by 
Ike  cnirent.  The  accumulation  of  the  red  corpuscles  increases  gradu- 
ally to  such  a  degree  that  their  outlines  seem  to  blend  with  one  another, 
and  a  few  minutes  later  the  capillary  vessel  presents  a  homogeneous, 
red,  immovable  cylinder,  which  soon  changes  its  color  from  a  light  yel- 
lowish or  greenish  red  to  a  bluish  red,  the  color  of  venous  blood. 
Without  any  marked  alteration  in  the  interior  of  the  capillaries,  one 
aiay  now  observe  on  their  outer  periphery  the  protrusion  of  tmall  redj 
rounded  eleoatunUy  which  form  lateral  offshoots,  not  unlike  little  mul- 
berries, and  their  collapse  and  change  into  ordinary  red  blood  corpus- 
eles.  If  the  ligature  of  the  femoral  vein  is  now  removed,  the  normal 
conditions  are  soon  reestablished^  the  red  corpuscles,  one  by  one,  becom- 
ing separated  in  the  direction  of  the  veins  from  the  apparently  homo- 
geneous cylinders.  Of  course  the  red  masses  already  exuded  into  the 
tissues  are  not  effected  by  this  restorative  process,  whereas,  the  intra- 
eapillary  part  of  cells  about  passing  through  the  walls,  is  lashed  by 
the  current  of  blood  until  it  is  torn  off  and  carried  away. 

In  case  of  prolonged  closure  of  the  principal  vein,  a  marked  dila- 
tation of  the  veins  and  capillaries  supervenes.  During  the  first  hours 
after  the  ligation,  the  dilatation  is,  however,  as  stated  above,  at  its 
■inimum,  and  C.  believes  that  he  has  found  the  cause  of  this  phenom- 
enon in  the  activity  of  the  contractile  elements  of  the  walls  of  the 
vessels,  which  are  stimulated  to  contraction  by  the  immensely  aug- 
mented pressure.  As  a  result  of  the  violent  pressure  must  be  regarded 
the  apparently  complete  blending  of  the  blood  corpuscles  which  pre- 
vents the  emigration  of  the  colorless  blood  cells,  as  it  takes  place  in 
inflammatory  processes.  For  while  the  colorless  blood  corpuscles  are 
compressed  between  the  red  ones,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  perform 
amcsboid  movements,  which  must  form  the  necessary  commencement 
of  their  emigration.  In  the  veins,  there  is  this  additional  circumstance, 
that  in  congestion  a  resting  peripheral  layer  of  colorless  corpuscles 
can  not  be  formed,  without  the  previous  development  of  which  emigra- 
tion likewise  does  not  occur.  That,  on  the  contrary,  the  red  corpus- 
des  do  indeed  pass  through  the  unbroken  tcall  of  the  vessel,  that,  in 
etiier  words,  really  a  hasmorrhage  per  diapedesin  and  not  per  rhexin 
presents  itself,  is  shown  by  the  circumstance  that  as  soon  as  the  circu- 
lation again  becomes  free  and  the  pressure  upon  the  capillaries  remits, 
not  a  dngle  corpuscle  follows  those  already  exuded.    According  to 
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C.'s  views,  it  is  again  the  natural  pre-formed  openings  in  the  wall  of 
the  capillary,  the  stomato  existing  between  the  epithelial  scales  through 
which  the  corpuscles  make  their  escape.  But  the  power  forcing  out 
the  corpuscles  is  the  greatly  increased  pressure  which  prevails  in  the 
disturbed  vascular  district.  The  whole  process  is  promoted  partly  bj 
the  however  slight  dilatation  of  the  capillaries  which  increases  the 
size  of  the  stomach ;  partly,  also,  by  the  changed  posture  of  the  blood 
corpuscles  which  turn  their  borders  toward  the  wall  of  the  capillarj, 
and  therefore,  need  but  stray  into  one  of  the  stomata  with  one  of  their 
poles.  The  spherical  form  of  the  colorless  blood  corpuscles,  which 
they  must  always  maintain  under  these  circumstances,  is  adverse,  being 
illy  adapted  to  be  pressed  through  the  still  diminutive  openings.  Fi- 
nally, it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  increased  pressure  of  the  blood 
in  the  capillaries  produced  by  dilatation  of  the  small  arteries,  as  obtains 
in  all  inflammatory  processes,  can  never  even  distantly  reach  that  height 
to  which  it  advances  from  impediment  to  the  venous  flow. 

From  the  experience  gained  in  this  inquiry,  0.  cautions  against  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  a  rupture  of  the  vessels  when  blood  corpus- 
cles are  found  external  to  them,  and  in  cases  of  ecchymosis  and  bsemor- 
rhagic  points,  advises  that  the  conditions  of  pressure  of  the  blood  he 
considered  as  those  &ctors  which,  as  has  been  shown  with  certainty, 
exert  an  essential  influence  in  the  production  of  the  diaptdetU.  In 
this  light,  the  congestions  caused  by  impediments  to  the  venous  circu- 
lation are  to  be  considered,  unquestionably  those  which  are  developed 
with  more  or  less  rapidity,  and  in  some  respect,  also,  such  as  are  pro- 
duced by  chronic  processes. 

In  conclusion,  C.  alludes  to  a  paper  of  Dr.  Prussack's  read  before 
the  Academy  of  Vienna,  according  to  which,  the  Doctor  observed  the 
imigration  of  red  blood  corpuscles  through  the  unbroken  wall  of  the 
capillary  in  f^ogs,  the  lymphatic  vessels  of  which  he  had  injected  with 
large  doses  of  a  solution  of  culinary  salt.  This  would  also  show  a 
form  of  diapedesis  which  is  independent  of  the  pressure  of  the  blood, 
and  which  is  to  be  placed  in  the  same  category  with  these  hsmorrliages 
which  have  from  ancient  times  been  attributed  to  alterations  in  the 
composition  of  the  blood,  as  for  instance,  in  scurvy. 
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CARBOLIC  ACID  IN  GONORRHGEAL  CONJUCTIVITIS. 


BY   JOS.   G.    ROGERS,   M.   D.,   MADISON,   INDIANA. 


I.  B ,  aged  twenty-five;  healthy,  generally;  presented  himself 

with  gonorrhoea!  conjunctiyitis  in  severe  form,  with  chemosis,  great 
swelling  of  lids,  profuse  purulent  discharge,  photophobia,  &c. — of  sev- 
eral days'  standing — gave  this  prescription : 

R.    Acid,  carbolic,  (Calverts),  gr.  i. 
Atropis  sulphatis,  gr.  ss. 
Zinci  salphatis,  gr.  ii. 
Aqos  destil,  §i. 
M.    Signa.    Drop  in  eje  every  two  hours,  and  apply  constantly  with 
moist  compreEses  externally. 

The  patient  was  directed  to  return  the  next  day,  but  not  appearing, 
OD  the  third,  I  went  in  search  of  him.  Found  him  in  a  dirty,  dark 
rodm,  in  a  poverty-stricken  neighborhood,  with  every  circumstance 
around  him  of  a  sort  to  prevent  success  in  treatment.  Among  the 
most  potent  for  ill  was  a  female  circumstance,  with  the  same  disease, 
affecting  other  organs  as  well  as  the  eyes — she  was  his  nurse.  It  was 
with  much  misgivings  that  I  removed  the  compresses,  and  was  agreea- 
bly surprised  to  see  a  marked  improvement.  His  eyes  presented  the 
appearance  of  a  mild  form  of  simple  conjunctivitis;  there  was  no 
purulent  discharge,  no  photophobia,  no  swelling;  the  conjunctiva 
simply  appeared  slightly  congested.  I  remarked,  also,  that  there  was 
scarcely  any  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  and  but  little  effect  on  the  accom- 
modation. This  fact  well  illustrates  the  law  that  congestion  greatly 
diminishes  the  absorbing  powers  of  mucous  membranes.  The  treat- 
ment was  continued,  and  a  week  sufficed  for  a  complete  cure. 

This  treatment  was  adopted  on  theoretical  considerations.  Its 
Ksults  as  compared  with  that  by  powerful  astringents,  considering, 
also,  that  it  is  almost  painless,  are  certainly  sufficiently  satisfactory  to 
reeommend  it.  This  case  was  treated  in  1867.  Since  that  time  I  have 
proved  its  uniform  efficacy  in  numerous  cases,  and  have  adopted  it  as 
preferable  to  all  others  in  this  affection.  Within  the  last  year,  the 
excellent  effect  of  carbolic  acid,  even  in  the  simple  non-specific  forms 
of  conjanctivitis,  has  been  publicly  noted  in  certain  foreign  journak. 
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Dr.  E.  L.  Holmes,  of  Cbicago,  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical 
Sciences,  for  October,  1868,  also  gives  his  dictum  in  fay  or  of  this  agent 
in  all  forms  of  conjunctivitis,  both  specific  and  simple,  and  especiallj 
refers  to  its  influence  in  checking  the  purulent  discharge. 


"COMPETITION  DOWNWARD." 


The  recent  graduation  of  so  many  medical  students  from  our 
various  collegeis,  gives  a  point  to  the  following  remarks  by  the  Med- 
ical Mirror  of  London : 

The  profession  of  medicine  in  the  United  States  is  suffering  most 
acutely  from  a  perfect  deluge  of  licensing  medical  bodies,  which  ire 
manufacturing  to  the  utmost  of  their  bent,  full-blown  medical  men. 

The  American  Medical  Association  intends  to  take  this  matter  into 
its  serious  consideration. 

It  is,  doubtless,  difficult  to  steer  clear  between  the  Scylla  of  in- 
fringing the  liberty  of  the  subject,  of  licensing  bodies,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Charybdis  of  a  profession  swamped  by  men  possessed  of 
the  extreme  minimum  of  medical  knowledge,  on  the  other. 

The  remedy  is  easy,  and  it  is  one  that  before  long  must  be  applied 
to  our  English  licensing  institutions. 

The  American  Medical  Council,  supposing  such  a  council  to  exist, 
must  reexamine  all  the  candidates  possessed  of  the  degrees  of  tbe 
various  licensing  bodies,  and  then  ratify  or  annul  the  diplomas  of 
candidates. 

The  English  Medical  Council  must,  to  protect  the  profession  fro] 
the  "competition  downward"  of  our  various  licensing  bodies,  af 
institute  a  Central  Board  of  Examiners,  to  inquire  into  the  diploi 
and  the  actual  knowledge,  general  and  medical,  of  the  individuab  pi 
senting  themselves  for  registration. 

In  America,  the  competition  between  licensing  bodies  is  on 
gigantic  scale.  When  two  or  three  doctors  happen  to  be  gathers 
together,  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  them,  not  merely  to  found 
teaching  institution,  but  it  is  permitted  to  them  to  grant  licenses  i 
practice,  as  the  various  State  local  governments  permit  the  freest  exe 
cise  of  any  and  every  medical  doctrine,  whether  eclectic,  hydropatk 
or  homoeopathic. 

The  United  States'  medical  profession  stands  a  chance  of  havii 
as  many  licensing  medical  and  surgical  bodies  as  we  have  hospili 
and  dispensaries.     The  mulUplioation  of  teaching  bodies  can  not 
considered  an  evil,  for  every  general  practitioner  ought  to  be  coi 
tent  to  educate  his  successor;  but  the  indiscriminate  multiplicaUoi 
diploma-giving  bodies  is  quite  another  question.      The  innumeral 
teachers  spread  knowledge  broadcast,  but  there  should  be  one  cenf 
portal  of  every  high  standard  established^  not  permitted  to  teach 
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all,  but  simply  formed  to  examine  any  and  all  candidates  of  a  proper 
age  who  might  present  themselves  before  it. 

In  England,  we  have  fewer  licensing  bodies,  and,  therefore,  the 
competition  downward,  although  severe,  is  not  nearly  so  ruinous  to  the 
seientific  status  of  the  profession  as  in  the  newer  country. 

In  England,  we  have  long  sought  the  one  portal  system  as  regards 
the  granting  of  professional  diplomas,  and  although,  as  regards  med- 
ical practice,  the  United  States'  doctors  may  be  considered  to  be  more 
advanced  than  the  jog-trot  practitioners  of  Britain,  yet,  in  the  matter 
of  reforming  the  tendency  to  a  lowering  of  the  diploma  examinations, 
the  shrewd  business  talent  of  the  English  profession  will  not  be  found 
wanting. — iVew?  York  Medical  Journal^  May,  1869. 


PHTHISIS  AB  H^MOPTYSI. 


BY    J.    BURDON-SANDBBSON,    M.    B., 
Pbysieian  to  the  CoDfumptioii  Hospital,  Brompton. 


*'  Ex  sangnlnlf  fpnto,  purls  fpntnai  et  flnor.**— HmoosAnSi  Aphor.  t11.,  81. 

The  doctrine  embodied  in  this  aphorism,  formerly  believed  in  and 
received  with  the  unquestioning  submission  once  accorded  to  the  say- 
ings of  the  Father  of  Medicine,  is  now  universally  denied.  Some 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  Laennec,  guided  by  what  seems  to  us  now-a- 
days  a  rough  kind  of  pathological  anatomy,  taught  that,  in  those 
numerous  cases  in  which  cough,  expectoration,  and  all  the  other  symp- 
toms of  consumption  are  preceded  and  ushered  in  by  spitting  of  blood, 
the  haemorrhage  had,  in  reality,  nothing  to  do  with  its  apparent  con- 
sequences ;  in  short,  that  hsemoptysis,  although  it  might  appear  to  be 
antecedent  to  the  phenomena  of  phthisis,  could  never  be  its  cause.  Now 
we  seem  to  be  in  the  way  of  returning  to  the  divine  Hippocrates ;  not, 
certainly,  from  renewed  faith  in  his  teaching,  for  there  never  was  a 
time  when  men  were  less  disposed  to  retrace  their  old  courses  in  this 
respect;  but  because  the  progress  of  pathological  knowledge  leads  us 
to  apply  to  Laennec's  ideas  as  to  the  origin  and  nature  of  phthisis  the 
same  kind  of  scepticism  that  he  applied  to  the  notions  of  his  prede- 
cessors. Laennec's  disbelief  of  the  possibility  of  consumption  origin- 
ating from  haemoptysis,  although  founded  on  observation,  was  essen- 
tially theoretical,  and  formed  part  of  his  general  doctrine  of  tubercle. 
It  was  not  the  immediate  offspring  of  facts,  but  of  the  notion  enter- 
tained by  him,  and  accepted  by  his  successors  up  to  the  present  time, 
that  phthisis  consists  in  the  infiltration  of  the  lungs  with  a  particular 
kind  of  substance,  which  infiltration  can  only  take  place  in  persons 
whose  blood  is  impregnated  with  a  special  taint,  or  otherwise  altered 
in  composition.     So  long  as  the  fact  of  constitutional  ability  to  con- 
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sumption  can  be  accounted  for  in  no  better  way  than  that  of  referring 
it  to  a  dyscrasia  or  to  a  morbid  poison,  visibly  represented  by  the  ma> 
terial  with  which  the  diseased  organs  are  filled,  all  reasoning  about  the 
etiology  of  the  disease  must  be  restrained  within  a  yery  narrow  circle. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  can  succeed  in  so  entirely  divesting  our 
minds  of  this  notion  of  dyscrasia  as  to  forget  it,  and  content  ourselyes 
with  regarding  the  material  with  which  the  phthisical  lung  is  consol- 
idated, not  as  endowed  with  some  specific  malignity,  but  merely  as  un- 
absorbed  residue  of  common  inflammatory  processes,  most  of  the  diffi- 
culties disappear.  For  if  by  phthisis  we  mean  only  consolidation 
followed  by  disintegration  of  the  consolidated  parts — if  the  consolid- 
ating material  is,  in  most  forms  of  the  disease,  nothing  more  than  a 
product  of  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  minute  bronchioles,  and  of 
the  air-cells  into  which  they  lead — and  if  such  inflammation  may  be, 
and  is,  constantly  produced  by  the  introduction  of  foreign  substances 
into  these  cavities,  what  reason  is  there  for  doubting  that  coagulated 
blood  may  act  in  the  same  way  as  other  irritants? 

This  question  is  now  being  asked  by  various  pathologists.  In  Ger- 
many, it  has  been  brought  into  prominence  by  the  lucid  and  practical 
lectures  of  Prof.  Niemeyer  on  Consumption,  who,  on  clinical  grounds, 
maintains  that  hsdmoptysis  occurs  more  frequently  than  is  generally 
admitted  in  persons  who  are  neither  consumptive  nor  ever  become  so  j 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  that,  although  \n  most  cases  the  haemoptysis 
of  early  phthisis  is  a  consequence  of  organic  change,  the  cases  are  far 
from  being  rare  in  which  pulmonary  haemorrhage  is  not  only  the  ante- 
cedent, but  the  cause  of  chronic  inflammatory  processes  which  result 
in  softening  and  the  formation  of  cavities.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Clinical  Society,  a  series  of  cases  were 
communicated  by  Dr.  Baiimler,  having  the  same  bearing  as  those  of 
Niemeyer.  At  the  next  meeting,  (April  23d),  another  and  more  com- 
plete paper  on  the  same  subject  is  announced  from  .Dr.  H.  Weber. 
The  question  is  one  of  great  difficulty  as  well  as  of  great  importance. 
Of  course  there  is  nothing  easier  than  to  say  with  Louis  *4t  is  infi- 
nitely probable"  that  in  every  case  the  lungs  are  tuberculous  before 
the  hsemoptysis  occurs,  but  much  more  difficult  to  prove  it,  for  there  is 
no  reason  for  assuming  that  haemoptysis  affords  any  stronger  evidence 
of  organic  change  in  the  bronchial  or  alveolar  mucous  membrane,  than 
epistaxis  does  as  regards  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  nothing  more  difficult  than  to  prove  the  absence 
of  pre-existing  disease  in  any  given  case.  If,  however,  it  can  be  shown 
in  a  sufficient  number  of  instances,  that  an  individual  to  all  appearance 
healthy,  may  suddenly  spit  blood,  and  then,  after  an  interval  of  a  few 
days,  become  feverish,  and  that  in  such  a  patient  the  rise  of  bodily 
temperature  is  associated  with  the  appearance  of  the  physical  signs  of 
lobular  consolidation,  and  that  the  consolidated  parts  eventually  soften, 
we  shall  be  inclined  to  believe  that  the  doctrine  taught  at  Cos,  four 
centuries  before  the  Christian  era,  is  one  which,  at  all  events,  requires 
at  the  hands  of  modem  pathologists  more  critical  and  more  impartial 
examination  than  it  has  yet  received. —  The  Lancet,  April  17th,  1869. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF   THE   AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIA- 
TION, MAY,  1869.  

LIST   OP   OFFICERS   OF   THE   ASSOCIATION. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  officers  of  the  Association  for  1869: 

President — Wm.  0.  Baldwin,  M.  J).,  Montgomery,  Alabama- 
Vice  Presidents — George  Mendenhall,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Noble  Young, 

II.  D.,  Washington,  B.  C;  N.  P.  Moore,  M.  D.,  Portland,  Maine;  S.  M.  Bemiss,  M. 

D^  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Permanent  Secretary — W.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  B.,  Philadelphia. 
Assistant  Secretary — A.  J.  Semmes,  M.  D.,  Savannah,  Georgia. 
Treasurer — Gasper  Wister,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  are  elected  annually,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  nominating  committee,  composed  of  one  from  each 
State  delegation  represented,  and  one  from  the  Medical  Staff  of  the 
Army  and  Nayy.  The  individuals  so  recommended  are,  on  motion, 
elected  by  tlie  Association  before  each  annual  adjournment.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  present  year  were  elected  at  the  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion held  last  May  .in  Washington  City. 

PE0CEEDING8  OP  THE  OPENING  DAY. 

The  American  Medical  Association  met  in  the  Mechanics*  Institute, 
at  eleyen  A.  h. 

The  President,  Dr.  W.  0.  Baldwin,  of  Alabama,  occupied  the  chair, 
assisted  by  Vice-Presidents,  Drs.  George  Mendenhall,  of  Ohio,  and  S. 
M.  Bemiss,  of  Louisiana. 

Th«  Permanent  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Assistant  Secretary,  Dr.  A.  J.  Semmes,  of  Georgia,  were  present. 

The  President  invited  to  seats  on  the  platform,  Drs.  "Warren  Stone 
and  Lopez,  of  New  Orleans,  and  ex-Presidents,  H.  P.  Askew,  of  Del- 
aware, N.  S.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  and  Alden  March,  of  New  York. 

The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gallaher,  of  New 
Orleans. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Richardson,  of  Louisiana,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
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of  Arrangements,  welcomed  tbe  delegates  to  tlie  city  in  an  eloqnent 
address. 

The  President  then  delivered  the  annual  address. 

Letters  were  read  by  the  Permanent  Secretary  from  Dra.  8.  D. 
Gross,  of  Pennsylvania,  W.  Byard  and  W.  Canniff,  of  Canada,  and  R. 
A.  Kinloch,  chairman  of  the  Medical  Society  of  South  Carolina,  ex- 
pressing regret  at  their  inability  to  be  present  on  this  occasion. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Mussey,  it  was  resolved  that  each  State  Medical 
Society  be  requested  to  prepare  an  annual  register  of  all  the  regular 
practitioners  of  medicine  in  their  respective  States,  giving  the  name  of 
the  college  in  which  they  may  have  graduated,  and  date  of  diploma  or 
license. 

Special  reports  of  committees  were  then  made  as  follows : 

On  Deyislng  a  Plan  for  the  Relief  of  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men,  Dl 
H.  Grlscom,  New  York,  chairman,  reported,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publication. 

On  Veterinary  Colleges,  Br.  Thomas  Antisell,  District  of  Columbia,  chairmin, 
reported  progress,  and  was  continued. 

On  Specialties  in  Medicine,  and  the  Propriety  of  Specialists  Adrertising,  Dr.  E. 
Lloyd  Howard,  Maryland,  chairman,  reported  and  made  the  special  order  for  Wed- 
nesday at  twelve  m  . 

On  Library  of  American  Medical  Works,  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  District  of  Columbia, 
chairman,  reported,  and  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Dayis,  made  special  order  for  Wed- 
nesday at  one  p.  m. 

On  the  Best  Method  of  Treatment  for  the  Different  Forms  of  Cleft  Palate,  Dr.  J. 
R.  Whitehead,  New  York,  chairman,  reported  and  referred  to  section  on  surgefy- 

On  Rank  of  Medical  Men  in  the  Navy,  Dr.  N.  S.  Dayis,  of  Illinois,  chairman, 
announced  that  their  last  year's  report  was  final,  and  committee  was  discharged. 

The  report  on  Medical  Ethics,  hy  Dr.  D.  Francis  Condie,  Pennsjl- 
vania,  chairman,  was  read  by  Dr.  Davis,  and  adopted. 

On  American  Medical  Necrology,  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox,  Maryland,  chairman,  reported 
,  progress,  and  was  continued  on  motion  of  Dr.  Dayis.    Dr.  Cox  was  authorised  ta 
fill  all  yacancies  on  his  committee. 

Voluntary  communications  were  presented  by  Dr.  Jos.  Jones,  of 
Louisiana,  on  Mollities  Ossium,  and  referred  to  section  on  surgery. 

On  Cases  of  Lead  Palsy  firom  use  of  Cosmetics,  by  Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre,  referred  to 
section  on  Hygiene. 

On  the  Philosophy  and  Chemistry  of  Longeyity,  by  Dr.  Cutler,  of  Mississippi, 
referred  to  section  on  Hygiene. 

On  the  Protectiye  and  Preyentiye  Vses  of  Quinine,  by  Dr.  S.  Rogers,  of  New 
York,  referred  to  section  on  Practical  Medicine. 
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Ob  the  Toiifi:iu  in  llalarioos  Disease,  bj  Dr.  Osborn  of  Alabama,  referred  to  seo- 
lion  on  Practical  Medicine. 

On  the  Warm  Cerebro-Spinal  Bath  in  the  Treatment  of  Congenital  Apnoea,  and 
on  a  New  Method  of  Artificial  Respiration,  bj  £.  D.  McDaniel,  of  Alabama,  referred 
to  section  on  Practical  Medicine. 

Reports  on  climatology  and  epidemics  were  received  from  Drs. 
Thomas,  of  New  York;  T.  J.  Heard,  of  Texas;  F.  W.  Hatch,  of  Cali- 
fornia; E.  A.  Hildreth,  of  West  Virginia,  which  were  referred  to  the 
section  on  Climatology  and  Epidemics. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Davis,  the  report  on  the  revision  of  the  plan  of 
organization  was  made  the  special  order  for  Wednesday  at  ten  A.  M. 

Near  the  hour  of  adjournment  to-day,  Dr.  Eve  suggested  that  the 
many  papers  on  education,  ready  to  he  offered,  he  laid  before  the  As- 
sociation on  the  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

Dr.  Davis  of  Chicago,  moved  that  all  such  papers  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  five. 

Dr.  Eve  seconded  this  motion,  which  being  carried,  the  President 
appointed  Drs.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  P.  F.  Eve,  of  Tennessee,  E.  S.  Gail- 
lard,  of  Kentucky,  E.  Lee  Jones,  of  New  York,  and  J.  K.  Bartlett,  of 
Wisconsin. 

On  Motion,  adjourned  until  Wednesday  at  nine  A.  H. 

The  special  feature  of  this  day's  proceedings  was  the  delivery  of 
the  President's  address,  which  was  universally  commended  and  admired. 

SECOND  day's  PROCEEDINQS. 

The  attendance  yesterday  was  much  larger  than  on  the  first  day. 
A  number  of  arrivals  had  increased  the  personnel  of  the  Association 
to  near  three  hundred.  The  hall  was  well  filled,  and  the  same  digni- 
fied deportment  which  had  marked  the  deliberations  of  the  members 
on  the  opening  day  was  displayed  on  the  second  day.  Much  of  the 
&cility  with  which  the  deliberations  wore  conducted  yesterday,  and  the 
promptness  with  which  action  was  taken  upon  the  various  resolutions, 
was,  undoubtedly,  due  to  the  tact  and  practical  knowledge  displayed 
by  President  Baldwin. 

At  nine  A.  M.,  Dr.  W.  0.  Baldwin,  the  President,  in  the  chair^ 
called  the  meeting  to  order. 

A  paper  on  ^'Canula  and  a  new  mode  of  Applying  Ligatures," 
was  submitted  by  Dr.  P.  F.  Eve,  Tennessee,  and  was  referred  to  the 
section  on  Surgery. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Bush,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following  resolution: 
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Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  hj  tbe  chair,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  subjects  alluded  to  in  the  President's  address,  and  report  at 
this  meeting. 

This  resolution  haying  been  adopted,  the  President  selected  as 
members  of  the  committee,  Dr.  Parvin,  of  Indiana,  chairman,  Dr.  To- 
ner, of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Dr.  Pollock,  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr. 
Welch,  of  Texas,  Dr.  Seeley,  of  Alabama. 

Dr.  McPheeters,  of  Missouri,  offered  a  communication  from  the 
Medical  Association  of  that  State,  in  reference  to  medical  education. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Toner,  District  of  Columbia,  it  was  referred  to 
the  special  committee  on  that  subject. 

Dr.  Eve  offered  the  minutes  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Tennessee, 
which  was  similarly  referred. 

Dr.  G-aillard,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions, which  were  referred  to  the  same  committee : 

Whebkas,  The  medical  teachers  of  America  have,  after  a  trial  of  twentj-two 
years,  failed  to  meet  satlsfactorilj  and  efficiently,  the  requirements  of  the  great 
body  of  the  profession  in  regard  to  medical  education ;  and 

Wbbbbas,  The  condition  of  tbe  profession  is  yearly  becoming  more  deplorable 
on  account  of  the  antagonistic  and  oljectionable  policy  of  medical  schools,  in  ma- 
king the  amount  of  fees  charged,  rather  than  scientific  teaching,  the  basis  of  com- 
petition; and 

Whebbas,  To  obtain  professionally  competent  graduates,  sound  and  efficient 
teachers  are  indispensably  necessary ;  and 

Whebbas,  Such  teachers,  to  be  found  throughout  the  country,  can  not  be  in- 
duced to  leave  their  homes  without  the  assurance  of  competent  remuneration ;  and 

Whebbas,  Such  remuneration  can  only  be  obtained  by  adequate  fees  charged, 
unless  by  a  system  of  low  fees  the  number  of  students  be  relied  upon  to  make  up 
the  inevitable  pecuniary  deficiency ;  and 

Whebbas,  Reliance  upon  numbers  of  students  for  this  purpose  deplorably 
crowds  the  already  overcrowded  professional  field,  diminishing  thereby  individual 
income,  judgment,  experience,  and  skill,  thereby  compelling  practitioners  to  resort 
to  other  avocations  as  a  source  of  supplemental  income;  and 

Whebbas,  This  devotion  to  other  pursuits  destroys  opportunity  for  study  and 
improvement,  degrading  thereby  the  status  and  standard  of  American  physicians; 
and 

Whebbas,  The  schools  of  New  England,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Missouri,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Alabama, 
and  District  of  Columbia,  now  charge  comparatively  remunerative  fees;  and 

Whebbas,  The  low  eyttem  of  fees  is  charged  only  in  a  few  of  the  middle  States, 
and  can,  with  advantage,  be  made  to  conform  to  the  rate  of  fees  charged  elsewhere; 
and 

Whebbas,  It  is  as  unethical  for  colleges  to  underbid  each  other  pecuniarily,  as 
it  is  for  practitioners  to  do  so ; 
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JSuohedy  That  hereafter,  no  medical  school  in  this  coantrj,  other  than  those 
fully  endowed,  be  entitled  to  representation  in  this  Association,  if  the  amonnt 
charged  by  such  schools  for  a  single  course  of  regular  lectures  be  less  than  one 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

Resolved^  That  all  schools  charging  less  than  this  sum  are  earnestly  requested 
by  this  Association  to  advance  their  rate  of  fees  to  the  amount  mentioned. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Lee,  of  New  York,  the  delegate  to  the  Associa- 
tion of  Superintendents  of  Insane  Asylums,  was  offered  and  referred 
to  the  section  of  Psychology. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Gross,  of  Pennsylvania,  delegate  to  British  Med- 
ical Association,  was  presented,  together  with  the  letter  to  Dr.  Ehren- 
berg,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  the  consideration  of  the  revision  of 
plan  of  organization,  it  was  on  motion,  taken  up. 

A  recess  was  taken  to  allow  the  selection  of  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations. 

On  reassembling,  the  Permanent  Secretary  announced  the  following 
as  the  Committee  on  Nominations : 

New  York,  J.  C.  Smith  j  Delaware,  H.  F.  Askew ;  Pennsylvania,  A.  M.  Pol- 
lock; Kentucky,  H.  M.  Skillman;  Tennessee,  J.  B.  Lindsley;  Mississippi,  W.  Y. 
Gadhnry;  Alabama,  J.  Cochran;  Ohio,  Jno.  Townsend;  Indiana,  B.  S.  Wood- 
worth;  Illinois,  T.  D.  Pitch;  Wisconsin,  H.  Van  Dusen;  Missouri,  J.  S.  Moore; 
Michigan,  J.  B.  White;  Georgia,  R.  D.  Arnold;  Louisiana,  S.  Logan;  Texas,  S.  H. 
Welch;  Minnesota,  C.  N.Hewitt;  Arkansas,  R.  G.  Jennings;  West  Virginia,  W.J. 
Bates;  Rhode  Island,  G.  L.  Collins;  District  of  Columbia,  L.  W.  Ritchie;  United 
States  Army,  J.  J.  Woodward ;  United  Spates  Navy,  F.  E.  Potter. 

Pr.  Chaille,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  proposition  for  a  common 
medical  nomenclature  in  the  United  States,  taking  as  a  model  an  offi- 
cial publication  on  the  subject  by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
London,  and  ojQfered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  report  as 
loon  as  practicable  to  the  present  session  of  this  Association,  upon  the  following: 

1.  The  propriety  of  adopting  and  using  its  influence  to  have  adopted  by  the 
entire  medical  profession  in  the  United  States,  the  provisional  <*  Nomenclature  of 
Diseases  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians." 

2.  On  the  practicability  of  having  this  nomenclature  published  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  render  it  easily  and  cheaply  accessible  to  every  member  of  the  profes- 

SiOD. 

3.  To  recommend  such  other  practical  measures  for  the  action  of  this  Associa- 
tion Bs  may  be  necessary  to  introduce  this  nomenclature  into  official  (military, 
naval,  etc^)  and  general  use. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  as  the  committee: 

..yitized  by  Google 


354  WS8TKBN  JOUBNAL  Or  MSDICINS. 

Dn.  Woodward,  U.  S.  A.,  Heustis,  of  Alahama,  F.  G.  Smith,  of  PennsjlTaaiaf 
and  Ghaille,  of  Louisiana. 

The  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  and  the  Treasurer, 
were  read,  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  Nominations  were  permitted  to  re- 
tire for  consultation. 

The  special  order  for  twelve  being  the  report  on  Specialists,  it  was 
read  by  the  Secretary,  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Sayre,  the  resolutions 
were  adopted  and  the  report  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  large  number  of  arrivals  has  increased  the  personnel  of  the 
Association  to  near  four  hundred. 

Dr.  L.  P.  Yandell,  Jr.,  of  Kentucky,  introduced  the  following  res- 
olution : 

JReMolvedy  That  private  handbills  addressed  to  the  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, or  advertisements  in  newspapers,  calling  the  attention  of  professional 
brethren  to  themselves  as  specialists  be  declared  in  violation  of  article  —  of  section 
—  of  the  code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  said  it  had  been  the  practice  to  pub- 
lish cards  in  medical  journals  for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  medical 
fraternity  that  the  advertiser  devotes  himself  to  special  diseases. 
These  cards  were  not  so  much  for  the  information  of  the  public,  as 
for  the  medical  fraternity.  He  hoped  that,  now  the  question  was  up, 
it  would  be  discussed  fully. 

Dr.  L.  P.  Yandell,  of  Kentucky — We  have  allowed  physicians  to 
violate  the  code  of  ethics  by  advertising  in  our  medical  journals  that 
they  are  specialists  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases.  In  Europe 
they  are  stricter  in  regard  to  specialists  than  here.  There,  where  a 
physician  wins  a  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases,  hb 
professional  brethren  send  cases  to  him  for  treatment,  but  adverdse- 
ment  is  prohibited.  If  we  are  allowed  to  resort  to  advertisements  not 
as  a  question  of  merit,  but  of  money,  this  Association  should  so  de- 
clare. I  am  sure  I  am  right  in  this  principle,  and  I  want  to  get  an 
expression  from  this  Association. 

Dr.  Sayre,  of  New  York — Let  those  who  understand  the  best  mode 
of  treatment  in  special  diseases,  instruct  their  professional  brethren 
through  the  proper  channels,  as  the  honorable  way  of  preferment,  not 
by  advertising  as  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents.  Let  us  look  the  mat- 
ter square  in  the  face  and  sustain  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Yandell.  May 
my  hand  be  paralyzed  if  I  make  any  attempt  to  profit  by  advertising 
knowledge  I  have  attained  in  my  profession. 
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Dr.  Hassej,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "  or  in  medical 
journals." 

This  amendment  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  niinois — The  question  before  us  is  one  to  settle  the 
interpretation  of  the  existing  statute.  The  question  is  whether  that 
role  of  ethics  shall  be  enforced  prohibiting  publication  of  cards  calling 
attention  of  individuals  laboring  under  particular  diseases. 

Dr.  Tandell  stated  that  he  had  preferred  charges'  against  a  prac- 
titioner of  Louisville,  for  advertising  himself  as  a  specialist  in  the 
newspapers,  and  for  sending  hand-bills  to  physicians,  but  that  the 
medical  societies  of  that  city  not  having  sustained  him,  he  brought 
this  subject  up  for  the  action  of  this  Association.  The  question  is, 
shall  we  associate  with  professional  prostitutes  and  medical  out-laws? 

Dr.  Tandeirs  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  reported  as  follows,  their  report 
being  adopted : 

They  have  received  but  two  essays— one  upon  "The  Physiological  Effects  and 
Thenpeutical  Uses  of  Atropia  and  its  Salts ; "  the  other  upon  "Quinine  as  a  Thera- 
peutic Agent."  They  agree  to  present  both  of  these  essays  to  the  Association,  and 
to  recommend  the  award  of  a  prize  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  each  of  them. 

S.  M.  Bbmibs,  Chairman, 

G.  Beaed. 

Joseph  T.  Scott. 

S.  A.  Smith. 

The  Secretary  broke  the  seals,  and  announced  that  Dr.  S.  S.  Her- 
rick,  of  New  Orleans,  was  the  author  of  the  paper  on  quinine,  and  Dr. 
Roberts  Bartholow,  of  Cincinnati,  was  the  author  of  that  on  atropia. 

Dr.  Booth  of  Mississippi,  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
tion: 

Retolotd,  That  the  proper  construction  of  article  four,  section  one.  Code  of 
Bthics,  A.  M.  A.,  having  been  called  for,  relatire  to  consultation  with  irregular 
practitioners  who  are  graduates  of  regular  schools, 

Se$olvedj  That  said  article  four,  section  one,  Code  of  Ethics,  A.  M.  A.,  excludes 
all  such  practitioners  from  recognition  by  the  regular  profession. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  until  Thursday,  at  nine  A.  H. 

THIRD   DAY,   THURSDAY,   MAY   6,   1869. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were,  undoubtedly,  the  most  import- 
ant held  since  the  opening  of  the  session.     The  reports  of  special  oom- 
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mittees — ^some  of  them  bcAring  upon  questions  vital  to  the  interest  of 
medical  science — ^were  read  and  appropriately  acted  upon.  Among  the 
ablest  reports  was  that  on  President  Baldwin's  address,  and  one  from 
the  Committee  on  Medical  Education.  We  give  the  former ;  but  we 
regret  that  the  great  length  of  the  latter  prevents  us  from  publishing, 
at  this  time,  even  a  summary.  We  should  judge  that  much  was  done 
yesterday  toward  defining  clearly  the  position  to  be  assumed  during 
the  coming  year  by  the  Association.  Many  of  the  technical  reports 
are  of  a  high  order  of  ability. 

Dr.  Baldwin,  President,  in  the  chair.  Dr.  S.  M.  Bemiss  and  Dr. 
Mendenhall,  Vice-Presidents. 

Reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  Parvin  presented  the  following  report  of  Committee  on  Preu- 
dent's  Address  : 

We  can  not  refrain,  before  entering  upon  the  consideration  of  the  plan  recom- 
mended bjr  the  President  for  the  improvement  of  medical  education,  gladly  express- 
ing our  high  appreciation  of  the  general  tone  of  this  address,  of  the  broad  and 
catholic  spirit  which  pervades  it,  finding  expression  in  earnest  and  eloquent  words 
— in  brief,  we  believe  the  address  worthy  the  perusal  of  every  member  of  the  pro- 
fession, in  that  it  was  worthy  the  memorable  occasion,  and  is  worthy  the  annals  of 
medicine. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  can  not  refrain,  with  sadness  be  it  said,  from  acknowl- 
edging the  truth  of  the  terrible  allegations  made  against  the  present  condition  of 
medical  education,  and  the  little  success  attending  the  efforts  for  improvements  in 
such  connection,  made  during  a  score  of  years. 

The  special  recommendation  made  by  the  President  Is  in  these  words: 

'<  I  would  advise  that  we  appoint  a  committee  of  our  wisest  and  best  men,  to 
digest  a  plan  for  one  or  more  National  Medical  Schools,  and  to  memorialize  Con- 
gress in  behalf  of  the  enterprise.  Let  the  plan  embrace,  as  a  basis,  the  features 
presented  by  the  Cincinnati  Convention  of  Teachers ;  let  these  schools  or  universi- 
ties confer  such  distinctions  and  privileges  as  will  be  proportionate  to  the  superi- 
ority they  demand,  and  such  as  will  make  the  attainment  of  their  diploma  an  object 
of  the  ambition  of  those  who  engage  in  the  study  of  medicine ;  let  the  choice  be 
open  to  all  aspirants,  and  the  appointment  or  election  of  professors  so  guarded  as 
to  secure  the  very  highest  talent,  the  most  profound  learning,  with  the  most  fully 
demonstrated  capacity  for  teaching.  Make  the  salaries  of  the  professors  large,  and 
not  depend  upon  the  number  of  students ;  and  let  the  Federal  Government  assume 
a  proper  share  of  the  expenses  incurred." 

Your  committee  express  their  hearty  approval  of  this  general  plan,  but  suggest 
that  the  effort  at  first  should  be  for  the  establishment  of  a  single  school,  as  more 
feasible;  and  beside,  one  such  institution  would  be  a  model  which  other  medical 
colleges  might,  in  time,  be  induced  to  imitate  in  extent,  duration  and  thoroughness 
of  teaching,  and  in  rigidness  of  requirements  for  the  degree  of  M.  D. 

We  likewise  desire  to  say  that  when  the  details  of  this  general  plan  are  thrown 
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ioto  form,  there  should  be  the  amplest  security  against  the  places  and  the  power  of 
lucfa  a  medical  college  as  designed,  ever  falling  into  the  hands  of  politicians  or 
the  proteges  of  politicians.  Medicine  is  higher  than  politics,  broader  than  political 
creeds  and  party  platforms. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  reiterate  the  recommendation  of  the  President 
IS  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  the  special  purpose  referred  to* 

The  President  appointed  this  committee  as  follows : 

Dr.  y.  8.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  Dr.  F.  Gumey  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr.  D.  H. 
Slorer,  of  Boston,  Dr.  E.  S.  Qaillard,  of  Louisville,  Dr.  Joseph  Jones,  of  New 
Orieans. 

On  motion,  Dr.  W.  O.  Baldwin,  of  Montgomery,  was  added  to  the 
eommittee. 

The  President  appointed  as  delegates  to  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation : 

Dr.  N.  Pinckney,  U.  S.  N.,  R.  B.  HcIlTain,  Ohio,  J.  F.  Eibberd,  Indiana,  B. 
Lindsey,  District  Columbia,  G.  C.  Blackman,  Ohio. 

To  the  Canadian  Association: 

Dr.  Alden  March,  Albany,  New  York. 

Dr.  Davis  presented  the  following  from  the  Association  of  Ameri- 
can Medical  Editors : 

To  the  American  Medical  Auociation:  I  have  been  instructed  to  announce  to- 
joor  honorable  body,  that  those  members  of  your  Association  in  attendance  on  this 
umnal  meeting,  alter  proper  consultation,  have  effected  a  permanent  organization, 
with  the  title  of  "The  Association  of  American  Medical  Editors."  The  objects  of 
tkis  organization  are  the  cultiration  of  friendly  relations,  mutual  assistance,  com- 
nonity  of  effort  and  means,  where  possible,  in  a  system  of  receiving  foreign  ex- 
changes, and  sending  our  own  journals  abroad,  concert  of  action  in  support  of  im- 
prorement  in  the  present  system  of  medical  education,  and  of  a  higher  standard  of 
preliminary  attainments  for  those  who  propose  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  medicine, 
in  proposing  laws  for  the  proper  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  in 
collecting  the  names  of  all  the  regular  practitioners  in  the  several  States,  and  in 
promoting  generally  the  yalue  and  efficiency  of  our  periodical  medical  literature. 
The  Association  thus  formed  is  to  hold  its  annual  sessions  on  the  day  preceding 
the  annual  meetings  of  this  body,  and  in  the  same  localities.  Dr.  Mitchell,  of  Kew 
Orleans,  is  the  Permanent  Secretary,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Lindsley,  of  Nashville,  Tennes- 
■ee,  the  Assistant  Secretary.  Congratulating  your  honorable  body  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  another  organized  power  within  the  ranks  of  your  noble  profession, 
«   I  remain  yours,  most  truly,  N.  S.  Datu^  Editor^ 

President  of  Association  of  American  Medical  Editors. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Pnblication. 

Dr.  Parvin  read  the  very  able  report  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Reeve,  of  Ohio, 
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upon  Medical  Educatioii.  The  report  was  referred  to  tlie  Publication 
Committee. 

In  the  case  of  a  special  violation  of  the  code  in  Loaisville,  Ken- 
tncky,  Dr.  Gaillard  desired  to  remoTe  an  unfortunate  and  incorrect 
impression  created  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  Association  by 
one  of  the  delegates  from  Louisyille  (Dr.  Yandell),  in  regard  to  a 
failure  on  the  part  of  two  medical  societies  in  that  city  to  meet 
promptly  and  fully  an  alleged  breach  of  the  code  of  ethics  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  these  societies. 

Dr.  Gaillard  stated  that  he  was  satisfied  Dr.  Yandell  had  no  inten- 
tion of  creating  a  false  impression  in  this  connection.  The  gentleman 
against  whom  charges  had  been  preferred,  was  a  German  of  profes- 
sional proficiency,  who  recently  arrived,  and  ignorant  of  the  code  of 
ethics,  had  advertised  himself  as  a  specialist  in  the  daily  papers,  and 
sent  private  hand-bills  to  professional  men.  As  soon  as  this  gentle- 
man was  apprised  of  his  fault,  he  had  promptly  withdrawn  his  adver- 
tisement from  the  daily  papers,  and  had  ceased  sending  the  hand-bills 
mentioned.  The  medical  societies  of  Louisville  decided  that  though 
there  had  been  a  breach  in  the  letter  of  the  code  of  ethics,  the  gentle- 
man arraigned  had  no  intention  of  doing  what  was  professionally 
wrong.  These  societies,  therefore,  declined  to  expel  the  member 
against  whom  these  charges  had  been  preferred.  Dr.  Gaillard  thought 
it  due  to  those  societies  and  to  the  gentleman  offending,  that  this  ex- 
planation should  go  upon  the  records. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations,  Dr.  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  A.) 
President,  reported  the  following  names : 

&epobt  of  ths  nominating  committee. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  Mat  6,  1869. 
The  Committte  on  Nominations  unanimously  report  as  follows : 

For  President — Geo.  Vendenhall,  Ohio. 

For  Vice-Preaidenta — "Warren  Stone,  Louisiana,  Lewis  A.  Sayre,  New  Tork, 
F.  Gurnej  Smith,  Pennsylvania,  John  S.  Moore,  Missouri. 

For  Assistant  Secretary — Wm.  Lee,  District  Columbia. 

For  Treasurer — Casper  Wister,  Pen nsy Iran ia. 

For  Librarian — Robert  Reyburn,  District  Columbia. 

Committee  of  Arrangements — Thomas  Antisell,  chairman,  Robert  Reybum,  C. 
M.  Ford,  L.  W.  Ritchie,  W.  J.  C.  Duhamel,  D.  R.  Hayner,  C.  F.  Nally. 

Committee  on  Publication — ^F.  Gurney  Smith,  PenDsylvania,  chairman,  W.  B. 
Atkinson,  Pennsylvania,  A.  J.  Semmes,  Georgia,  Robert  Reyburn,  District  Colum- 
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Im,  GbBper  Wistar,  PennsjlTaiiU,  H.  F.  Askew,  Delaware,  Wm«  Majbury,  Penn- 
lylTaiua. 

Gommittae  on  Xedical  Litaratara~J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  8.  A.,  chairman^  W. 
H.  Anderson,  Alabama,  Theophilu  Farrin,  Indiana,  Hosmer  A.  Johnson,  Illinois, 
€.  W.  Parsons,  Rhode  Island. 

Committee  of  Prise  Bssajs— Grafton  Tjler,  District  Colombia,  chairman,  N.  R. 
Lioeola,  District  Colambia,  N.  R.  Smith,  Maryland,  G.  W.  Hiltenberger,  Maryland, 
W.  R.  Dnnbar,  Maryland. 

Committee  on  Epidemics — Add  the  following  to  fill  racandes:  J.  K.  Bartlett, 
Wisconsin,  J.  D.  Jackson,  Kentucky. 

Committee  on  Bdncation— T.  G.  Richardson,  Louisiana,  chidrman,  B.  W.  Jenks^ 
JGdiigan,  B.  S.  Oaillard,  Kentucky,  W.  M.  McPheeteit,  Missouri. 

Time  for  meeting,  in  Washington,  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1870. 

J.  J.  WooDWABD,  U.  8.  A„  Okaimum. 

The  report  was  QnanimonBlj  adopted. 
Dr.  D%7iB  offered  the  following: 

Seioioedf  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President  to 
pment  copies  of  the  resolutions  adopted  before  the  seTeral  State  medical  societies 
It  tt  early  a  period  as  possible. 

Ad<y>ted. 

Dr.  Chaille,  of  Louisiana,  cliainnan  of  the  committee,  presented  a 
report  on  medical  nomenclature,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Pnblication. 

The  Committee  on  the  Nomenclatare  of  Diseases  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
it  has  examined  the  *'  Prorisional  Nomenclature  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  " 
of  London,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  for  this  Association  to  recom- 
aend  and  adopt  the  same  for  general  nse  in  this  country,  with  such  modifications 
tt,  on  deliberate  consideration,  may  appear  to  be  necessary.  The  following  reso* 
hition  are  therefore  submitted: 

1.  RuoUf^d^  That  a  special  committee  of  fifteen  be  appointed  by  the  President 
to  take  this  subject  into  deliberate  consideration,  and  to  report  at  the  next  annual 
Ksnon  what  alterations,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  adapt  the  proposed  nomenclature 
to  general  use  in  the  United  States. 

2.  That  this  committee  be  authorised  to  fill  up  any  Tacancies  which  may  occur 
upon  it 

8.  That  the  Committee  on  Publication  be  authorised  to  publish  for  geueral 
diatribution,  one  thousand  copies  of  the  English  and  Latin  portions  of  this  nomen- 
ckture,  under  the  designation  of  the  Proposed  Nomenclature,  prefacing  the  same 
with  such  remarks  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  secure  the  criticism  and  co-ope* 
ntion  of  as  large  a  number  of  American  medical  men  as  practicable. 

4.  That  the  committee  hereby  appointed  be  directed  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Surgeon  Qeneral  of  the  army,  of  the  Ohieir  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery of  the  nary,  and  of  tl|e  Superintendent  of  the  Census,  to  the  qtiestion  of  their 
eflkisl  adoption  of  the  Proposed  Nomenclature;  to  invite  them  to  appoint  whom 
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they  866  fit  to  represent  them  on  this  committee;  and  to  solicit  snch  co-operstioQ 
as  maj  be  necessarj  to  accomplish  the  purpose  desired,  tIs:  The  final  adoption  of 
snch  nomenclature  and  classifieation  as  will  receiTe  the  oonjoinrt  approral'of  the 
official  medical  bureaus  of  the  goTerament  and  of  the  general  ptoftaaon. 

Stamfokd  E.  Chailli,  If.  D^  CAstnium. 
CovviTTn.^S.  E.  Cbaille,  Louisiana,  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  A.,  A.  B.  Palmer, 
Michigan,  F.  G.  Smith,  Pennsylrania,  J.  F.  Heustls,  Alabama. 

Tho  following  committee  of  fifteen  was  appointed : 

Francis  G.  Smith,  chairman,  J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  A^  B.  F.  Michel,  Alabama, 
A.  B.  Palmer,  Michigan,  S.  B.  Ghaille,  Louisiana,  L.  P.  TandeU,  Jr.,  Kentucky, 
Austin  Flint,  New  York,  Alonzo  Clark,  New  York,  George  B.  Wood,  Pennsylyanim, 
S.  H.  Dickson,  PennsylTania,  E.  Jarris,  Massachusetts,  Theo.  Parria,  Indiana,  W.  M. 
McPfaeeters,  Missouri,  E.  M.  Snow,  Rhode  Island,  N.  Plnknej,  U.  S.  N. 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Education  having  referred  matters 
at  issue  to  State  medical  societies,  Dr.  E.  S.  Oaillard,  of  Louisville, 
offered  the  following  motion: 

Movedj  That  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  rate  of  collegiate  fees,  one  hundred 
and  twent7  dollars,  being  the  minimum,  be  accepted  as  the  sentiment  and  desire  of 
this  Association. 

Dr.  (Jaillard  stated  that  he  would  not  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the 
Association  in  speaking  upon  this  motion;  that  all  of  the  members 
present  were  fully  informed  upon  this  subject.  He  said  the  profession 
desired  to  learn  the  wish  and  decision  of  the  Association  upon  this  all 
important  question,  and  he  asked  a  full  expression  of  opinion  and  a 
full  vote  in  regard  to  it. 

Dr.  Sajre,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  resolution,  but  on  under- 
standing that  it  did  not  prohibit  an  increase  of  fees,  withdrew  his 
objections.  He  spoke  against  cheap  medical  colleges,  which  allured 
young  men  to  an  imperfect  medical  education,  who  were  afterward 
turned  back  to  the  plow. 

An  amendment  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Logan,  of  Louisiana,  to  make 
the  minimum  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  instead  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

Dr.  Mussey,  qf  Ohio,  opposed  the  amendment,  and  stated  that  the 
fees  of  Ohio  had  to  be  kept  down  to  accord  with  the  fees  of  the  Michi- 
gan college.  The  location  of  the  college  and  the  cost  of  living  made 
the  difference.  A  hundred  and  forty  dollar  college  is  considered  good, 
simply  because  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  is  the  fee,  while  other 
colleges  were  equally  as  good  where  the  fees  were  only  eighty  dollars. 
It  is  impracticable  to  accomplish  this  change  at  once.  A  new  college 
starts  and  comes  up  to  the  full  standard  of  the  old  college  in  the 
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Tieinity,  and  the  latter  comes  down  with  its  fees.  The  new  college 
mnflt  come  down,  also,  in  order  to  maintain  itself. 

Dr.  McPheeters,  of  Missouri,  did  not  agree  with  Dr.  Mussey  that 
it  was  impracticable  to  fix  the  collegiate  fees  at  a  minimum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  He  favored  the  original  resolution,  with- 
out amendment. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  Michigan,  alluded  to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Sayre,  of 
New  York,  disparaging  one-horse  and  cheap  colleges.  The  Uniyersity 
of  Michigan  was  established  and  allowed  a  donation  from  the  general 
goTcmment  of  two  townships  of  land,  and  it  has  husbanded  its  re- 
sources and  can  maintain  itself  with  moderate  fees.  Under  the  organic 
law  of  the  State,  citisens  were  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  Uniyer- 
sity free  of  charge,  and,  as  a  liberal  donation  had  been  made  by  the 
general  goyernment,  students  had  been  admitted  from  other  States  on 
the  same  terms.  Lately,  howeyer,  a  small  fee  had  been  charged  for 
students  from  other  States  who  receiyed  the  benefits  of  the  lectures. 
We  come  up  in  fees  just  as  far  as  we  think  is  for  the  adyantage  of  the 
institation,  and  we  do  not  go  beyond  that  point,  because  it  will  dimin- 
ish the  numbers.  We  are  willing  to  put  up  the  fees  for  students  from 
other  States  to  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  if  neighboring  States 
will  make  the  same  requirements  from  their  students  as  we  do. 

Dr.  Palmer  then  commenced  describing  the  great  advantages  of  this 
school,  when  Dr.  Gaillard  called  him  to  order,  stating  that  we  were 
present  to  discuss  principles  inyolyed  and  not  to  listen  to  eulogies  upon 
special  schools. 

Dr.  Dayis,  of  Illinois — I  do  not  object  to  discuss  the  fees,  but  I  do 
claim  that  it  is  out  of  place  to  adyertise  the  superior  claims  of  State 
colleges  here.  We  have  had  no  more  illiterate  students  in  our  Illinois 
college  than  haye  come  to  us  after  one  course  in  the  Uniyersity  of 
Michigan. 

Dr.  Paryin,  of  Indiana — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  and  inserting  one  hundred.  If  we  make  the  fees 
of  colleges  uniform,  the  next  step  will  be  to  make  the  fees  of  practi- 
tioners uniform — ^the  same  in  the  yillages  of  the  west  as  iu  the  city  of 
New  Tork — and  that  is  not  equitable  or  practicable.  It  is  not  possi- 
ble for  the  schools  of  Ohio  to  keep  eyen  their  present  classes,  and 
charge  one  hundred  and  forty,  or  eyen  one  hundred  and  twenty,  while 
they  may  at  one  hundred  dollars,  notwithstanding  the  competion  of 
Ann  Arbor,  with  its  low  fees.    Why  then  grasp  after  unattainable 
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good,  and  reject  tlie  poBsible  ?  Make  the  minimuiB  one  Imndred  dol* 
lars,  and  the  two  principal  schoola  of  Cincinnati  may  come  up  to  it 

Dr.  Logan  of  New  Orleans,  adyocated  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  dollars,  as  the  minimum  of  collegiate  fees,  and  urged  the  adop- 
tion of  his  amendmeut.     Lost. 

The  amendment  of  Dr.  Parvin,  to  fix  the  minimum  at  one  hundred 
dollars,  was  also  lost. 

The  resolution  was  then,  as  originally  presented,  unanimously 
adopted.  ' 

Special  Committee  on  the  Relatiye  Advantages  of  Syme*B  and  Piro* 
goff's  Mode  of  Amputating  at  the  Ankle,  Dr.  O.  A.  Otis,  U.  S.  A., 
chairman,  Dr.  G.  M.  HoUoway,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Proposed  by  J.  J.  Woodward.     Approved. 

Dr.  Bemiss  presented  fVom  Dr.  John  Watters,  of  St.  Louis,  Miasouri, 
a  Y&per  on  the  Doctrines  of  Force — ^Physical  and  Vital. 

Dr.  Toner,  District  Columbia,  moved  that  a  Committee  on  Yariola 
be  appointed — Dr.  J.  Jones,  chairman.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Pinckney,  U»  S.  N.,  made  statements  concerning  relative  grades 
of  rank.     The  paper  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes. 

Association  adjourned  to  meet  at  nine  o'clock  A.  m.,  Friday,  May  7tk. 

FOURTH  t>A7,   FRIDAY,  MAT* 7,   1869. 

The  Association  met  at  nine  o'clock.  Dr.  Baldwin  in  the  chair. 

Reading  of  the  minutes  omitted. 

Dr.  Joseph  Jones,  Louisiana,  presented  a  number  of  specimens  of 
pathology,  anatomy,  and  natural  history.  The  explanations  were  very 
interesting,  and  received  with  applause. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Oarrish,  New  York,  the  thanks  of  the  Assoeia- 
tion  were  tendered  to  Dr.  Jones. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  unanimously  adopted  by  a  vote  of  the  members  present, 
standing  as  a  mark  of  respect : 

Ruoloed^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  are  justly  due  and  are  herebj 
tendered  to  the  President  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  oonrteay  with  which  he  hit 
presided  oyer  its  deliberations,  and  to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  the  physi- 
cians and  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  generous  hospitality  and  fraternal  kind* 
ness  with  which  we  hare  been  reccired  and  treated  since  our  sojourn  in  their  citj, 
with  the  assurance  that  the  memories  of  this  risit  will  always  be  among  the  brigbt- 
est  and  most  enduring  of  our  lives. 

lUiolved^  That  we  also  present  our  thanks  to  the  various  railroad  and  stetm- 
boat  companies  who  hare  so  liberally  extended  to  us  facilities  of  transportation, 
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and  to  tbe  dailj  pien  for  their  efficient  aid  in  reportinf  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Moore,  of  Mississippi,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution  were  adopted : 

Weebmab,  The  contmct  system  is  contrsrj  to  medical  ethics, 

Euoloed^  That  all  contract  physicians,  as  well  as  those  guilty  of  bidding  for 

practice  at  less  rates  than  those  established  by  a  migority  of  regular  graduates  of 

the  same  locality,  be  classed  as  irregular  practitioners. 

The  following  reports  of  tbe  sections  followed : 

Section  on  Meteorology,  ICedical  Tc^graphy  and  Epidemics,  reported.  Paper 
accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Sections  on  Practical  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  reported  and  report  accepted,  and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  report  on  Training  of  Nurses  was  accepted,  and  the  accompanying  resolu- 
tions adopted. 

Section  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Hygiene  and  Physiology,  reported.  Com- 
mittee continued  for  next  year.  Report  accepted  and  referred  to  Committee  on 
Publication. 

Section  on  Surgery  proposed  that  their  report  be  received  without  formality 
and  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication.     Adopted. 

After  being  read,  the  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  published. 

Section  on  Psychology,  the  same  disposition. 

Tbe  President  appointed  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner  a  committee  of  one,  at 
Wisbington,  D.  C,  to  assist  tbe  Librarian  of  Congress  to  keep  tbe 
books  of  tbe  Association. 

On  motion  for  adjournment,  tbe  President  delivered  this  address, 
whicb  was  unanimously  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  publisbed  in  tbe 
transactions  of  tbe  Association:  i 

Gutlbxih:  Before  I  submit  the  motion  jnst  made,  and  which,  when  adopted, 
will  practically  close  my  official  relations  to  this  body,  allow  me  to  return  you  my 
most  cordial  and  grateful  thanks  for  the  uniyersal  kindness  which  I  have  received 
at  your  handy.  Whateyer  my  future  lot  in  life  may  be,  the  world  holds  no  honors 
which,  to  me,  can  equal  those  conferred  by  you.  The  fraternal  good  will  which 
Ins  so  oonspicuonsly  marked  your  deliberations,  has  been  to  me  a  matter  of  infinite 
s^is&ction  and  pride,  yd  will  not  be  the  least  among  the  gratefnl  memories  which 
will  gladden  my  heart  as  I  may  hereafter  review  the  incidents  of  my  official  con- 
section  with  you. 

Tq  win  your  judgment  and  approval,  to  hold  up  the  dignity  of  fellowship,  the 
nieliilness  of  association,  and  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  profession  at  large, 
hare  certainly  occupied  my  most  anxious  thoughts  since  my  eleiration  to  this  posi- 
tion ;  yet,  to  cherish  and  promote  the  intimate  and  cordial  relations  of  friendship 
between  the  indiTidaal  members  of  this  Association  against  all  sectional  distinctions 
or  geogtapbiofll  linsa,  has  also  been  among  the  chief  objects  of  my  ambition  and 
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the  earnest  desire  of  mj  heart.  Goald  I  now  beliere  that  mj  efforts  hare  contribu- 
ted in  the  slightest  degree  to  enlarging  that  harmony  of  sentiment  and  fraternal 
feeling  which  has  been  so  apparent  throughout  this  meeting,  I  should  feel  that  I 
had  commenced  at  least  to  make  some  return  for  the  great  honor  and  kindneaa 
received  at  your  hands. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me,  gentlemen,  to  again  express  to  you  my  thanks,  to 
wish  you  a  safe  return  to  your  homes  and  labors,  a  happy  reunian  with  your  friends 
and  fiEimilies,  and  to  pronounce  the  sad  word,  orer  which  the  heart  of  friendship 
would  fain  linger,  as  I  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewelL 

W.  0.  Baldwxv,  Pruident  A,  M.  A. 

The  Conyention  adjourned  to  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C,  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  in  May,  1870. 

(This  report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  If  edical  Association,  is  chiefly 
taken  from  the  Oouritr-JaumiUy  a  copy  of  which  was  received  from  Dr.  GaiUard. 
It  eridently  w^  condensed  by  some  medical  hand  from  the  reports  of  the  New 
Orleans  papers,  which  were  very  full,  especially  those  in  the  Time*,  We  thank  Dr. 
Gaillard  for  his  kindness,  for  it  saved  us  no  little  work.) 


PEOCBEDINGS   OF  THE  DEARBORN   COUNTY   MEDICAL 
SOCIETY.  

The  Society  met  at  the  room  of  Lient.  Vaughan,  in  Lawrenceborgh^ 
April  13th,  1869,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  Sutton. 

Present,  Drs.  Harding,  Kyle,  Haines,  Lamb,  Bond,  Walter,  Sale, 
Layton,  Bobbins,  and  Miller. 

Minutes  of  preyious  meeting  were  read,  amended  and  approved. 

Dr.  Lamb  requested  an  expression  of  the  members  of  the  Society 
on  the  treatment  of  pseudo-membranous  croup,  upon  which  subject 
nearly  all  present  gave  their  views. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Miller,  Dr.  D.  H.  Harding  being  present,  wad 
invited  to  participate  in  the  discussion. 

Dr.  Sale  reported  a  case  to  which  he  was  called  and  diagnosed  in- 
flammation of  the  trachea.  In  a  few  days,  in  a  fit^f  spasmodic  cough- 
ing, a  small  chip  of  wood  was  expelled,  and  the  symptoms  subsided. 

Dr.  Sutton  reported  a  similar  case  in  which  tracheotomy  was  per- 
formed, and  a  grain  of  corn  extracted,  with  entire  relief. 

Dr.  Sutton  read  some  interesting  facts  relating  to  the  meteorolog- 
ical condition  of  the  atmosphere  during  the  autumnal  months  of  1866, 
1867  and  1868,  with  its  influence  on  the  health.  The  flrst,  remarkable 
for  its  humidity;  the  second,  for  the  small  amount  of  rain  fall;  and 
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jBt,  both  were  extraordinarily  healthfU.  The  last  year  showing  nearly 
«  mean,  was  noted  for  the  onnsnal  amount  of  riokneas,  showing  that 
oonditioBS  of  the  atmosphere  exert  leae  influence  on  the  health  than  is 
generally  supposed. 

Dr.  Miller  moved  that  article  sixth  of  the  constitution  be  so  amended 
that  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  be  appointed  at  each  meeting, 
eompoeed  of  members  residing  at  the  place  where  the  next  meeting 
is  to  be  held.  Also,  article  ninth,  so  that  fiye  members  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum,  which  were  adopted. 

Dr.  Sutton  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted : 

Whsbkas,  Dearborn  comity  has  no  saitable  building  or  accommodation  for  the 
medical  treatment  of  onr  panper  population,  neither  have  we  a  enitable  building 
for  the  ooofinement  and  comfort  of  that  daas  of  insane  who  can  not  be  admitted 
into  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Indianapolis;  and 

WaniAS,  Fer  want  of  such  accommodation,  we  haye  recently  seen  one  of  our 
citixena,  while  laboring  under  partial  insanity,  confined  in  our  county  jail,  placed 
in  irons,  and  surrounded  by  criminals,  treatment  which  was  not  only  cruel,  but 
well  calculated  to  aggrayate  all  the  symptoms  of  his  disease ;  and 

Wbxbias,  We  beliere  that  when  a  county  becomes  as  wealthy  and  contains 
a  population  as  large  as  Dearborn,  with  as  may  paupers  as  we  now  have  requiring 
■ledieal  aid,  and  as  many  insane  whoare  not  properly  proTided  for,  that  a  county 
hospital,  or  a  building  more  suitable  than  the  one  we  now  haye,  should  be  erected 
near  the  county  seat  or  some  other  point  easy  of  access,  and  placed  under  the  con* 
trol  of  an  intelligent  physician  with  proper  assistants;  and 

WnniAS,  We  belieye  such  county  or  local  hospital  will  meet  the  wants  of  the 
community  better  than  the  erection  by  the  State  of  a  large  central  hospital,  as 
recommended  by  the  Indiana  State  Ifedical  Society  at  its  last  meeting,  from  the 
iiet  that  a  large  portion  of  the  cases  requiring  medical  treatment  could  not  be 
transported  safely  from  distant  and  different  parts  of  the  State,  such  as  patients 
laboring  under  acute  diseases,  many  of  whom  would  die  before  they  could  be  got 
to  the  hospital;  or  those  suffering  fix>m  contagious  diseases,  the  remoral  of  whom, 
to  a  distant  hospital,  would  endanger  the  public ;  or  those  surgical  cases  arising 
from  accidents  requiring  immediate^treatment,  such  as  the  reduction  of  dislocations, 
replacing  of  fractures  and  dressing  of  wounds,  Ac,  all  of  which  might  be  safely 
remored  a  short  distance  to  a  county  hospital;  therefore 

Boohed^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  present  to  our  county 
commissioners,  at  their  next  session,  the  importance  of  haying  more  suitable 
•ccommodations  for  the  medical  treatment  of  our  poor  and  the  comfort  and  treat- 
ment of  the  insane  within  our  county,  as  wants  which  humanity  demands  and  our 
community  require,  and  report  at  our  next  quarterly  meeting. 

Drs.  Sutton,  Harding  and  Kyle,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Lieut.  J.  P.  Yaughan,  who  lost  a  leg  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor, 
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June  Iflt,  1864,  whicli  was  re-amputated  at  Chicago,  bj  Prof.  Bninard, 
October  10th,  1864,  kindly  came  before  the  Society  aad  smbmitted  hia 
stump  for  examination.  This  is  a  case  of  necrosis  which  has  gradn* 
ally  been  extending  itself  up  the  shaft  of  the  bone,  and  discharging 
from  seyeral  openings. 

On  motion  of  Br.  Lamb,  the  Secretary  was  requested  to  fvrnish  a 
synopsis  of  the  proceedings  for  publication  in  Hie  We$tem  Jommal  of 
Medicine  and  Oincinnati  Lancet  and  Ohterver, 

Drs.  Harding,  Miller  and  Sale,  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  Indi- 
ana State  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Bobbins  read  a  history  of  a  case  of  spina  bifida,  occurring  in 
the.  practice  of  Dr.  Walter,  in  which  amputation  was  resorted  to,  but 
the  child  only  liyed  a  few  days. 

Dr.  Sutton  reported  a  case  occurring  in  his  practice  some  years 
ago,  of  a  tumor  on  the  back  of  the  head,  so  large  as  to  give  rise  to  the 
rumor  in  the  city  of  a  child  born  with  two  heads.  He  introduced  a 
trocar  and  drew  off  a  large  quantity  of  serous  fluid;  the  sack  re-filled 
and  he  punctured  it  again;  the  child  died  some  fifteen  months  after- 
ward, of  hydrocephalus. 

Drs.  Walter  and  Haines,  each  reported  a  case  somewhat  analogous. 

Drs.  Sutton,  Haines  and  Lamb,  were  appointed  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements for  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Miller,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Lieutw 
Yaughan  for  the  use  of  his  room  for  this  and  future  meetings. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Haines,  a  yote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  phy- 
sicians of  Lawrenceburgh  for  their  hospitable  entertainment. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Aurora,  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  May,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  m.  C.  B.  Miller,  Secretary. 


JOHNSON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


This  organization  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the  Court  House,  in 
Franklin,  ou  Tuesday,  May  11th,  beginning  at  ten  A.  M. 

The  following  named  members  were  present,  viz:  W.  C.  Bice,  J. 
H.  Donnell,  J.  L.  Farris,  J.  H.  Fuller,  J.  A.  Marshall,  D.  H.  Miller, 
A.  Miller,  J.  T.  Jones,  P.  W.  Payne,  J.  B.  Ream,  J.  J.  Sadler,  J.  F. 
Wallace,  B.  Wallace,  W.  A.  Webb,  and  R.  D,  Willan.    . 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  haying  been  read  and  approTcd^ 
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ibe  Society  wm  fayored  with  an  essay  by  President  P.  W.  Payne,  on 
"Tbe  Duties  and  Responsibilities  of  Physicians,  as  Experts  in  Cases 
of  Crime  committed  under  the  Influence  of  Intoxicating  Liquors.'* 
The  essayist  held  that  a  man  is  not  responsible  for  acts  committed  in 
the  second  stage  of  intoxication.  The  reading  was  followed  by  an 
saimated  discussion,  in  which  the  larger  number  held  with  the  essay- 
ist, but  some  insisted  that  criminal  responsibility  does  extend  to  the 
leeond  stage  of  drunkenness. 
Adjourned  to  one  p.  m. 

AFTBBNOON  SESSION. 

An  essay  was  read  by  B.  Wallace,  on  Post  Partum  Hemorrhage, 
ne  discussion  of  this  sulrject  was  participated  in  by  most  of  the  mem- 
ben  present. 

This  being  our  annual  meeting,  the  officers  were  elected  as  follows: 

/Voufenl— J.  A.  Marshall. 
7»c»-iV«ridSml— J.  S.  Fame. 
&nre/ary— B.  Wallace. 
TreatiKrer — J.  H.  Fuller. 

The  Committee  on  Obstetrics  were  not  prepared  to  report,  and  were 
iBstmeted  to  leaye  iheir  blanks  in  the  hands  of  practitioners  till  olose 
of  this  year,  and  then  call  them  in  and  prepare  a  report  to  be  present^ 
ti  a  special  meeting  in  January  next. 

A  motion  prevailed  that  we  hold  a  special  meeting  the  first  Tues- 
day in  July,  to  hear  Ihr.  Jones'  paper  on  Diphtheria,  and  also  reports 
«f  any  interesting  cases  which  members  may  be  treating. 

J.  H.  Donnell,  W.  A.  Webb  and  B.  Wallace,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  confer  with  the  present  coroner  in  reference  to  resigning 
in  £iYor  of  a  medical  man,  and  a  motion  prevailed  requesting  J.  T. 
Jones  to  accept  the  office,  if  his  appointment  by  the  commissioners 
can  be  secured. 

On  motion,  W.  C.  Hall  was  excluded  from  membership  for  con- 
tempt of  this  Society. 

J.  L.  Kegly  was  elected  a  member,  having  been  duly  recommended 
by  Uie  ''Conunittee  on  Admission  of  Members." 

A  resolution  prevailed,  that  members  be  allowed  to  invite  their 
friends  outside  the  profession,  to  attend  our  meetings. 

The  Society  was  instructed  to  furnish  a  copy  of  these  proceedings 
to  the  WeUem  Jowrual  of  Medicine  for  publioation. 

Adjourned  to  July,  6th  prox.  B.  Wallaox,  Secretiouty. 
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Philabslphia,  Mat  15,  1867. 

Id  my  letter  of  March  15tli,  I  alluded  to  ike  introduction  of  tbe 
Earth-Closet  into  the  lower  surgical  ward  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital, and  the  employment  of  the  dry  clay  as  a  surgical  dressing  by 
Dr.  Addinell  Hewson,  one  of  the  surgeons  to  the  Hospital.  The  Closet 
has  fully  realized  the  expectations  of  its  friends  in  its  working,  and 
has  demonstrated  its  value  as  an  appliance  in  hospital  wards.  One  is 
now  in  successful  use  in  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  and  for  some  time 
past  the  earth  has  been  used  as  a  deodorizer  in  the  urinals  at  the 
Episcopal  Hospital. 

During  the  past  two  months,  Dr.  Hewson  has  continued  his  inves- 
tigations in  the  great  variety  of  cases  presented  for  treatment  in  the 
wards,  to  test  most  thoroughly  its  value  and  to  determine  the  nature 
of  its  action.  In  order  to  do  this,  he  has  used  it  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  applications,  and  has  carefully  observed  the  results.  This 
fkr,  he  has  found  that  its  action  is  most  decided  in  those  cases  in  which 
exist  high  inflammatory  conditions  and  excessive  suppuration.  Its 
power  to  prevent  putrefactive  change,  has  been  shown  in  a  marked 
manner  in  a  case  of  amputation  at  the  tibio-tarsal  articulation.  The 
injury  was  produced  by  machinery,  and  the  structures  were,  as  a  con- 
sequence, very  much  lacerated.  Desiring  to  give  the  patient — a  work- 
ing man — as  serviceable  a  stump  as  possible,  Pirogoff's  method  was 
employed.  By  reason  of  the  lacerated  condition  of  the  parts,  the 
vascular  supply  was  cut  off,  and  the  posterior  flap  lost  its  vitality. 
Under  the  application  of  the  ^earth-dressing,  the  decomposed  tissae 
would  not  slough  off,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  its  removal,  a  fer- 
menting poultice  was  resorted  to.  The  flrst  twenty-four  hours  of  its 
applioation  developed  the  putrefactive  process,  and  the  amount  of  pus 
discharged  was  quadrupled.  When  the  dead  tissue  had  been  removed, 
the  earth-dressing  was  re-applied,  and  the  amount  of  pus  discharged 
decreased  in  the  ratio  of  its  increase  under  the  fermenting  poultice. 
The  results  in  this  case  seem  certainly  to  prove  its  power  to  prevent 
the  putrefactive  process. 

The  method  of  preparation  of  the  clay  for  surgical  purposes,  is 
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rery  simple.  Yellow  clay  is  selected,  veil  dried,  not  baked,  puWerised 
and  finely  sifted.  Its  application  is  easy,  being  placed  in  direct  con- 
tact with  the  surfaces,  and  kept  in  position  by  compresses  and  band- 
ages. Pr.  H.  uses  exclusively  the  paper  dressings,  made  of  unglaaed 
white  paper.  For  application  to  the  extremities,  the  paper  is  used  in 
die  form  of  the  bandage  of  Scultetus.  In  amputations,  the  stump  is 
pacJ^  in  the  clay,  in  the  ordinary  fracture  box,  or  in  boxes  made  of 
binders'  board. 

Whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  verdict  as  to  the  value  of  the  dry 
clay  as  surgical  dressing,  Dr.  Hewson  at  least  deserves  credit  for  the 
thorough  manner  in  which  he  has  prosecuted  his  investigations. 

It  seems  that  Twitchell,  the  murderer  of  his  mother-in-law,  Mrs. 
Hill,  was  not  satisfied  with  his  efiPorts  to  pussle  the  doctors  during  his 
trial,  as  to  the  character  of  the  weapon  used  in  producing  the  death  of 
his  victim,  but  endeavored,  in  his  own  death,  to  leave  behind  a  prob- 
lem for  their  solution.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  day  selected  for 
his  execution,  he  was  found  in  ''rigor  mortis,"  lying  on  the  cot  in  his 
cell,  evidently  destroyed  by  some  poisonous  agent,  the  nature  of  which 
could  not,  at  that  time,  be  determined.  An  empty  tin-cup,  upon  s 
chair  beside  the  cot,  gave  no  evidence  as  to  what  it  had  contained,  or 
whether  it  had  been  used  in  the  administration  of  the  drug.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  body  seemed  to  indicate  that  spasmodic  movements  had 
preceded  death,  as  there  were  slight  opisthotonos  and  flexion  of  the 
fingers;  the  pupils  were  but  slightly  dilated;  the  jaws  were  firmly 
eloeed.  In  other  respects,  the  appearances  were  not  characteristic  of 
the  effect  of  any  particular  poison.  It  was,  therefore,  left  for  the 
autopsy  to  decide  the  question.  The  examination  was  made  about 
*  twelve  hours  after  it  is  supposed  death  occurred.  On  removing  the 
ealvarivm,  the  odor  of  hydro-cyanic  acid  was  strongly  exhaled,  and  as 
die  examination  progressed,  this  odor  was  found  to  pervade  all  the 
tissnea.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  was  slightly  reddened, 
and  the  blood  was  in  a  fluid  condition.  With  these  exceptions,  no 
abnormal  conditions  were  discovered.  The  fluid  state  of  the  blood 
was  an  unusual  condition,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  those  present 
at  the  examination.  It  is  not  iioted  as  a  condition  by  writers  on  the 
Bubjeci,  of  the  effects  of  this  poison.  Taylor,  in  his  work,  mentions 
one  caBe  of  poisoning  by  prussic  acid,  in  which  "  the  muscles  were  red, 
and  gave  out^'on  sectioft,  a  good  deal  of  fluid  blood."  A  specimen  of 
the  blood  was  presented  at  a  meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society,  by 
the  President,  Br.  Packard,  and  referred  to  a  committee  for  examina- 
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(ion.  This  committee,  oonsisting  of  Dn.  Keen  and  Hare,  made  Am 
report  at  the  last  meeting.  They  had  submitted  the  speoimen  of  hlood 
to  repeated  and  carefnl  examinattona,  but  could  diaoover  no  cauae  to 
account  for  its  non-coagulability.  Appended  to  the  report  was  a  state- 
ment  of  the  results  obtained  in  a  series  of  experiments  instituted  by 
them,  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  the  poison  upon  the  blood  of  animala 
Babbits  were  selected  for  the  purpose,  and  the  experiments  were  con- 
ducted with  great  care.  The  poison  was  administered  in  varying  quan- 
tities, and  in  difierent  combinations,  and  in  no  caae  waa  Uie  blood 
found  fluid.  They  propose  to  continue  theii^  inveatigationa,  and  will 
prepare  a  full  report  for  publication  in  the  transactions  of  the  Sooie^. 

On  Wednesday  last,  Dr.  Washington  L.  Atlee,  the  diatinguiahed 
oyariatomist,  performed  hla  two  hundred  and  third  operation.  The 
oase  was  one  of  unusal  interest,  owing  to  the  involTement  of  both 
oraries  and  the  existence  of  extenaire  and  complicated  adheaiona. 

According  to  the  history  furnished;  the  disease  manifested  itself 
in  the  right  ovary  about  one  year  since,  and  had  steadily  progressed 
without  much  constitutional  disturbance.  The  patient,  a  naliYe  of 
Ireland,  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  and  in  fair  condition. 

The  operation  was  performed  with  all  the  skill  and  method  which 
characterize  the  doctor,  for  he  ia  one  of  the  moat  systematic  men  in 
the  profession,  and  hia  operations  are  models  of  system  and  good  order. 
I  venture,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  prove  intereatiDg  to  some  of  your 
readers,  to  describe  briefly  hie  method.  All  preparations  for  the  ope- 
ration are  made  under  his  personal  supervision.  The  patient  ia  placed 
upon  the  table,  with  the  ahoulders  elevated,  limba  projecting  beyosd  * 
and  supported  upon  stools.  When  all  ia  in  readiness,  which  is  tMNiri- 
mbfy  at  the  time  appointed,  he  enters  the  room  where  are  aaaembled  his ' 
aasbtants  and  the  gentlemen  invited  to  witness  the  operation.  In  a 
few  Words,  the  history  of  the  case  is  given,  his  diagnoaia  ia  announced, 
and  the  method  of  operation  explained,  accompanied  by  the  statement 
that  it  will  not  be  completed,  if  such  conditions  exist  aa  in  hia  judg- 
ment render  it  improper  to  proceed.  Silence  is  to  be  maintained,  and 
the  assistants  are  to  take  the  places  assigned  them,  and  give  strict 
attention  to  their  duties. 

The  ansBsthetic  used  is  one  part  of  chloroform  to  two  parts  of 
ether — liquid  measure.  When  the  patient  is  anaesthetised,  the  opera- 
tion is  commenced,  the  Doctor,  standing  upon  the  right  aide  of  hii 
patient,  an  incision,  from  two  and  one-half  to  three  inches  in  length, 
and  about  three  inches  below  the  umbilicufl,  ia  made  in  the  liaea  alba. 
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Reacbing  the  sae  by  caieful  dlTision  of  tbe  abdominal  wall,  be  intro« 
dsces  a  finger  and  frees  tbe  margins  of  tbe  wonnd.  Introduoing  now, 
two  or  more  fingers,  tbe  extent  of  tbe  parietal  adbesions  are  deter- 
mined and  broken  np.  Tbe  cyst  is  now  eyacnated  by  plunging  a  larg€ 
troear  into  it,  oare  being  taken  tbat  none  of  its  oontents  esoape  inta 
the  abdominal  cavity.  If  oiber  oysts  exist,  tbe  perforator  is  re-intro* 
dnced  into  tbe  canola,  forced  tbrongb  tbe  septa,  and  tbe  fluid  dvaciir 
ated  throngb  tbe  opening  made  into  tbe  large  cyst. 

Further  explorations  are  made  by  tbe  band  to  ascertain  whether 
there  are  omental  or  intestinal  adhesions.  If  necessary,  tbe  wound  is 
enlarged  and  tbe  points  of  adhesion  brought  into  view.  Omental 
adhesions  are  carefully  separated,  and  the  ends  given  in  charge  of  an 
issistant,  who  prevents  their  return  to  the  cavity,  and  also  oontrols 
any  bsemorrhage  which  may  occur  from  divided  vessels.  Usually,  in- 
testinal adhesions  are  gently  detached  by  the  fingers.  If  they  are 
extensive  and  firm,  a  portion  of  the  sao  b  dissected  off,  and  permitted 
to  remnin  adherent.  In  this  way,  tbe  intestine  escapes  the  injury  which 
might  arise  from  the  efforts  made  to  break  up  tbe  adhesions.  Tbe  sao 
is,  by  gentle  manipulation,  drawn  through  tbe  opening,  tbe  pedicle 
sought  for  and  secured  by  the  clamp.  Tbe  pedicle  being  secured,  tbe 
sac  is  detached,  and  attention  is  given  to  tbe  bmmorrbage — ^if  any  occur 
from  the  omental  vessels,  they  are  ligated  after  being  retrenched — 
hsBmonrhage  from  the  parietes  is  controllled  by  means  of  torsion  acu- 
pfessure,  or  if  necessary^  tbe  ligature  is  resorted  to.  Tbe  abdominal 
eavity  iB  now  carefully  sponged,  tepid  water  and  soft  sponge  being 
used  for  tbat  purpose.  Tbe  pedicle  and  the  ends  of  ligated  vessels 
are  placed  between  tbe  edges  of  tbe  incision.  The  clamp  holds  tbe 
pedicle  in  position,  and  pins  are  used  to  secure  tbe  ends  of  tbe  vessels. 
The  edges  of  the  incision  are  brought  together  by  tbe  introduction 
of  interrupted  wire  sutures,  and  adhesive  strips  are  applied.  A  com- 
press, covered  by  a  mass  of  raw  cotton  is  applied,  tbe  whole  being 
secured  in  place  by  a  bandage  of  soft  flannel.  Tbe  patient  is  placed 
in  bed,  and  a  full  dose  of  McMunn's  elixir  is  administered.  Tbe  clamp 
is  uffoaily  detached  in  four  days,  and  tbe  sutures  are  removed  in  six  to 
eight  These  are,  in  substance,  tbe  steps  of  the  operation,  as  it  is  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Atlee. 

As  with  all  ovariatomists,  the  treatment  of  the  pedicle  has  been  a 
subject  of  careful  investigation  by  him.  He  has  employed  all  methods, 
and  his  experience  warrants  him  in  pronouncing  tbe  clamp  the  best, 
and  to  be  preferred  above  all  others.    In  two  successful  cases,  where 
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the  pedicle  was  very  small,  he  employed  simple  torsion.  The  ecrasenr, 
the  ligatnre,  thread  and  wire,  and  the  aotal  cautery,  have  all  failed  to 
produce  the  favorable  results  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  clamp.  In 
hifl  operations,  as  in  those  of  the  English  oyariotomist,  Mr.  Spencer 
Wells,  increasing  experience  has  been  followed  by  diminishing  mor- 
tality. In  the  two  hundred  cases,  the  mortality  is  about  thirty  per 
oent.  As  reported  in  the  transactions  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chi" 
rurgical  Society^  June  25th,  1867,  the  mortality  in  the  first  two  hun- 
dred cases  of  Mr.  Spencer  Wells  amounted  to  thirty-one  per  cent. 

Considering  the  character  of  many  of  his  oases,  for  he  does  not 
select  them  as  is  sometimes  done,  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  operation  is  frequently  performed,  without  the  seryices  of  compe- 
tent nurses,  and  lacking  those  appliances  so  essential  to  the  proper 
care  of  the  patient,  the  results  are  certainly  extremely  fayorable,  and 
establish  his  reputation  as  a  skilled  and  succsssftil  operator. 

He  is  now  arranging  the  immense  amount  of  material  accumulated 
during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  and  proposes  to  issue  a  work  upon 
the  subject  of  ovarian  disease.  It  will  be  a  valuable  contribution  to 
the  science  of  medicine. 

As  you  may  know,  this  city  has  an  excellent  record  as  to  the  sue- 
cess  which  has  attended  amputations  at  the  hip-joint. 

In  the  American  Jowmal  of  Medical  Science$,  for  July,  1866,  Br. 
Thos.  G.  Morton  reported  eleven  cases,  seven  of  which  had  terminated 
successAilly.  Three  operations  have  been  pMbrmed  since  that  time, 
two  of  which  have  been  unsuccessful,  and  the  result  in  the  third  is  yet 
undecided.  It  was  performed  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  by  Dr.  H. 
H.  Maury,  one  of  the  surgeons,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  class  of  stu- 
dents and  a  number  of  the  most  prominent  surgeons  of  the  city. 

The  method  of  amputation  selected,  was  that  known  as  the  cutane- 
ous-muscular, the  anterior  flap  being  composed  of  the  integument  and 
superficial  fascia,  made  by  cutting  firom  without  inwards,  and  the  poste- 
rior flap  of  the  gluteal  muscles.  The  circulation  was  controlled  by 
means  6f  Signouroni's  abdominal  tourniquet,  compressing  the  aorta  just 
before  its  division  into  the  iliacs.  Not  more  than  an  ounce  of  blood 
was  lost;  the  patient  bore  the  operation  well,  and  is  at  this  writing 
progressing  favorably.  The  cause  of  the  operation  was  a  tumor  of 
the  upper  portion  of  the  femur,  involving  all  the  structures  about  the 
trochanters.  In  a  clinical  point  of  view,  it  had  all  the  features  of  « 
malignant  growth. 

Last  wee^,  \  had  the  pleasure  of  examining  one  of  Dr.  Thos.  G. 
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Morton's  hospital  wagons,  or  ward  dressors,  as  ihey  are  properly  oalled. 
It  had  been  made,  in  response  to  an  order  from  Bellevue  Hospital,  and 
was  rery  completely  furnished.  A  description  of  the  wagon,  accom- 
panied by  a  drawing,  is  given  in  the  last  number  of  the  Fenn^lvatUa 
Hotpiial  Reportt. 

Br.  M.  informs  me  that  two  are  in  vse  in  Surope,  one  in  London 
and  one  in  Paris.  It  is  the  most  complete  apparatus  that  could  be 
devised  for  the  purpose,  and  should  ba¥e  a  place  in  the  surgical  wards 
of  every  hospital. 

Prof.  Francis  G.  Smith,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  has 
just  returned  from  New  Orleans.  He  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  courtesy  with  which  delegates  to  the  National  Medical  Association 
were  received  by  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  and  by  the  members  of 
the  profession  throughout  the  south. 

During  the  past  week,  Dr.  F.  S.  Newcomer,  of  your  city,  has  made 
US  a  short  visit.  3,  E.  M. 


CLINICS  AND  CLINICIANS  OF  VIENNA— No.  2. 


Vienna,  Mat  3, 1869. 

Not  many  years  ago,  before  the  chastisement  and  resulting  chasten- 
ment  of  Austria  by  her  haughty  neighbor,  when  her  police  regulations 
were  much  more  severe  than  at  present,  every  stranger,  on  entering 
her  borders,  was  subjected  to  rigid  scrutiny.  Not  content  with  his 
nativity,  age,  avocation,  religion  and  destination,  as  now,  they  deman- 
ded, also,  the  object  and  intention  as  well  as  the  probable  duration  of 
kis  stay,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  great  influx  of  young  men 
from  America,  England  and  France  attracted  the  attention  of  these 
worthies  to  a  suspicious  and  alarming  degree. 

Everywhere  the  answer  to  their  interrogatories  was,  we  have  come  to 
kear  Skoda.  Who  and  where  is  Skoda?  In  a  little  while  he  was  fer- 
reted out,  an  obscure  lecturer  on  auscultation  and  percussion  in  the 
general  hospital,  comparatively  unknown,  outside  of  the  profession,  of 
course,  in  the  city  wherein  he  dwelt.  The  report  reached  the  ears  of 
those  in  authority  finally,  one  of  the  principal  wards  of  the  hospital 
▼as  allotted  him,  they  honored  him,  or  rather  they  did  themselves  the 
honor  to  vouchsafe  him  certain  decorations  of  honor,  and  thus  was 
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placed  in  high  distinction  the  chief  liying  authority  in  this  department 
of  science  in  the  world. 

To  Skoda  are  we  indebted  for  the  thorough  exposition  and  interpre- 
tation of  the  many  symptoms  which,  in  Laenneo's  theories,  are  inexpli- 
cable and  second  only  to  him,  the  great  father  of  science,  is  Joseph 
Skoda,  of  Vienna,  entitled  to  rank.  His  doctrines  are  now  in  general 
acceptance  orer  nearly  all  Germany,  and  are  rapidly  gaining  ground 
in  Bngland,  while  France,  with  the  prejudices  against  CTerything 
which  does  not  emanate  within  her  boundaries,  still  adheres  to  Laen- 
nec. 

The  corner  stone  to  the  entire  edifice  of  Skoda's  doctrines  is  the 
discorery,  in  direct  contradiction  to  all  the  laws  of  physics  which 
were  formerly  inculculated,  that  air  is  a  better  conductor  of  sound 
than  a  solid  body.  Grant  this  as  a  law  and  his  Tiews  are  all  simple 
enough.  To  prove  this  he  resorts  to  a  number  of  interesting  experi- 
ments. A  normal  lung  is  placed  between  two  stethoscopes,  the  voice 
of  one  individual,  at  the  free  extremity  of  one,  is  better  heard  by  the 
ear  of  another  at  the  free  extremity  of  the  second  instrument  than  if 
a  condensed  or  infiltrated  lung  be  interposed.  The  noise  of  two 
iltones  clashed  together  under  water  is  appreciated  more  faintly  by  the 
ear,  likewise  under  water,  than  if  ear  and  sound  be  out  of  water: 
audition  with  the  tubular  stethoscope  is  better  than  if  the  tube  be 
closed,  by  a  tightly  fitting  rod  of  the  same  material.  Niemeyer  for- 
warded Skoda  a  solid  stethoscope  on  his  (Skoda's)  last  birthday, 
turned  from  the  fir  wood  and  in  the  proper  direction  with  the  grain  as 
proof  that  his  last  statement  was  untrue,  but  the  universal  testimony 
of  every  unprejudicial  ear,  and  his  assistant  in  his  private  course,  sub- 
jects it  to  trial  by  every  student,  is  to  the  effect  that  the  tubular  b 
still  far  the  better.  Why  do  we  hear  better  in  the  open  air  than  if  a 
wall  be  interposed,  and  why  is  the  auditory  canal  a  tube,  inquires 
Skoda,  if  air  be  not  the  better  conductor?  The  reason  that  sound  is 
better  appreciated  by  the  ear  applied  to  the  end  of  a  rod,  metal  for 
instance,  struck  at  a  remote  distance  than  in  open  air  at  the  same  dis- 
tance, is  not  because  the  solid  is  the  better  conductor,  but  because 
nearly  all  the  sound  is  conducted,  but  little  of  it  escapes ;  substitute  a 
tube  of  the  same  length  and  the  sound  will  be  still  louder  heard.  And 
so  the  reason  why  sound  is  more  intense  over  a  condensed  lung  is  not 
because  the  more  solid  lung  conducts  the  sound  better,  but  because  the 
bronchial  tubes  are  surrounded  by  a  more  or  less  solid  wall  which  pre- 
vents its  dispersion  and  intensifies  it  by  reverberation,  and  thus  it  is 
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lieard  better  in  q>ite  of  and  not  on  accoaot  of  the  increased  eolid- 
ity,  etc.,  etc. 

You  may  well  imagine  that  an  innovation  of  this  character  excited 
00  little  attention,  and  various  were  the  explanations,  especially  from 
the  physicists,  to  meet  these  points.  The  best  objection  raised  is,  that 
the  better  conduction  through  a  tubular  stethoscope  is  due  to  the  dif- 
ference in  conducting  power  betw^een  the  condensed  lung  and  the  solid 
stethoscope,  and  the  consequent  interference  with  uniformity,  which 
difference  tiiey  claim  Skoda  has  altogether  neglected. 

Space  precludes  a  further  history  or  report,  suffice  it  to  say  that 
Coda's  views  are  gradually  extending  over  the  continent  and  bid  fair 
some  day  te  become  the  prevalent  doctrines  everywhere.  All  the  good 
eld  terms  and  technicalities  are  being  rapidly  supplanted,  and  we  can 
assure  you  that  it  was  with  feelings  of  no  peculiar  character  that  we 
hear  them  spoken  of  for  their  hUioric  interest.  So  go  by  the  board 
the  mucous  and  sub-mucous,  sonorous  and  sibilant  rales,  which  are 
simply  eoTMonan^  rales;  crepitation  once  the  gn.ndpathos  noma,  ceases  to 
be  of  much  value — that  is,  of  course,  in  differential  diagnosis;  aegoph- 
eny  yields  the  ghost,  bronchial  respiration  and  broncophony  become 
synonymous  with  consonant  respiration  amd  consonant  voice  sounds; 
iumsonance  is  rung  in  our  ears  by  day  and  by  night  until  we  might 
fancy  a  grand  coordinative  and  coexistent  harmony  universal.  And 
now  what  is  consonance?  In  respiration  it  is  the  sound  of  the  air 
from  a  healthy  or  less  diseased  portion  passing  over  and  into  the  tubes 
of  a  non-diseased  portion,  awakening  a  vibration  there  which  is  con- 
sonant with  its  primary  sound.  The  consonant  sound,  hence,  is  a  sec- 
ondary sound  and  a  dependant  sound.  Plug  the  tubes  of  the  diseased 
pordon  with  mucus,  and  consonance  of  course  ceases.  How  explain 
ihe  wudden  cessation  of  abnormal  sounds  which  occurs  daily  on  the  old 
iheory  when  the  solidity  is,  by  necessity^  the  same  f  Should  the  mem- 
brane of  the  tubes  be  inflamed,  the  air  in  its  passage  is  more  or  less 
obstructed,  and  hence  we  have  consonant  rales  (consonirendes  rassein,) 
which  are  subdivided  according  to  the  size  of  the  vesicles  ruptured 
tato  hirge  vesicle  rales  (groszblaschen),  small  vesicles  (kleinblaschen), 
and  vesicles  of  medium  size  (mittelgroszblaschen),  or  if  dry  into  con- 
sonant piping  rales  (consonirendes  pfeifen  rassein).  J^W  respiratory 
sounds  must  oome  under  one  of  the  three  following  divisions,  conso- 
nant rales  (consonirendes  rassein);  indistinct  or  undecided  respiration 
(unbestimmles  athmen):  consonant  respiration  (consonirendes  athmen). 
The  first  embraces  the  dry  and  moist  rales,  crepitation,  etc.,  etc.,  the 
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second  as  its  name  implies  possesses  no  definite  eharacter,  and  the 
third  includes  bronchial  respiration,  the  so  called  tabular,  etc.,  etc. 
The  grand  fundamental  law  is  that  no  one  symptom  or  featnns  of  aus- 
cultation  is  pathognomonic.  The  consonance  of  sound  is  explained  in 
the  same  way. 

Tou  must  know  also,  my  dear  Editor,  it  is  no  longer  modeme  tcr 
speak  of  compression  of  the  lung  either  from  the  abdomen  by  meteor- 
ismus,  or  enlargement  of  any  of  its  organs,  or  even  from*  plefnritie  effu- 
sions,  unless  of  great  accumulation.  The  retractility  of  the  lung- 
tissue  explains  it  all  in  a  mnch  more  scientific  way.  This  said  power, 
like  the  centrifugal  force,  is  constantly  at  work,  and  is  only  balanced, 
as  by  the  centripetal  in  nature,  by  the  atmospheric  pressure  in  inhala- 
tion ;  and  it  takes  advantage  of  every  infringement  on  the  cavity  of 
the  chest  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  lung.  Hence  the  displacement  of 
the  heart's  apex  becomes  a  valuable  symptom  as  one  of  the  first  in  any 
affection  which  may  have  this  effect.  In  pleurisy,  for  instance,  of  the 
left  side  the  apex  beat  may  be  recognized  nearer  the  sternum  than 
normally  long  before  the  small  amount  of  effused  material  would  afford 
any  dullness  on  percussion.  The  protruberances  of  the  intercostal 
spaces  are  not  due  to  the  mechanical  pressure  of  the  fluid  which  is  im- 
possible when  the  fluid  is  small  in  quantity,  and  which  is  further  dis- 
proved by  the  fact  that  spaces  may  be  protruded  above  the  Uvel  of 
effusion,  or  further,  by  their  permanence  in  any  position  of  the  patient, 
but  which  are  due  to  the  paralysis  of  the  intercostal  muscles  from  in- 
flammation of  the  pleura  costalis,  just  as  deglutition  is  impaired  by  par- 
tial paralysis  of  the  pharyngeal  muscles  from  inflammation  of  their 
lining  membrane,  or  as  intestinal  peristalsis  is  weakened  or  nullified  by 
the  paralysis  of  the  muscular  coat  induced  by  catarrhal  diarrhea^ 
Now  this  retractile  power  is  the  same  normally  on  each  side ;  should 
the  left  cavity  then,  for  instance,  be  infringed  upon,  the  left  lung  will 
be  drawn  over  towards  the  right,  for  the  center  of  attraction  is  always, 
of  course,  at  the  root  of  the  lung,  and  the  heart  can  not  but  follow. 
This  is  the  beauti^l  theory  of  Bonders,  which  is  now  daily  inculcated. 

In  a  bronchitis  the  muscular  coat  of  the  tube  may  be  lamed,  and 
often  is,  and  thus  a  dilatation  of  the  tube  occurs,  bronchectasis,  which 
is,  of  course,  assisted  by  accumulations  of  mucus.  Should  the  bronchi 
be  surrounded  by  an  inflamed  lung  tissue,  this  too,  in  contraction, 
would  tend  to  forcibly  dilate  the  tube,  and  since  the  tissue  does  not 
exert  its  force  circularly,  but  rather  between  the  tubes  where  the  cen- 
tar  of  attraction  lies,  the  bronchi  would  be  dilated  in  a  corresponding 

•  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CORRSSPONDSNCK.  377 

direction.  For  an  eztensiTe  dilatation,  however,  it  is  necessary  tliat  the 
cartilage  should  soflen,  which  does  occur  when  the  inflammation  is 
BCTere,  and  then  even  the  ordinary  contractile  power  of  the  lung 
would  influence  the  calibre  of  the  tubes.  The  periodic  cough,  or 
rather  the  cough  and  expectoration  of  a  large  quantity  at  long  inter- 
vals, is  due  to  the  fact  that  mucus  slowly  accumulates  in  tubes,  which 
are  in  a  state  of  partial  anaesthesia  either  from  disease  or  consuetude, 
until  it  overflows  into  an  unaffected  tube,  when  reflex  action  is  excited 
it  once  with  the  powerful  contractions  of  severe  cough  and  the  whole 
collection  is  thrown  off.  The  same  explanation  answers  for  the 
morning  cough  of  phthisis. 

The  pathology  of  this  disease,  Tuberculosis,  has  undergone  many 
changes.  On  one  point,  however,  the  German  schools  are  united. 
Tuberculosis  Pulmonalis  means  only  and  means  always,  what  is  known 
at  home  as  miliary  tubercle,  while  all  those  cases,  by  far  the  great  ma- 
jority, which  lead  to  the  formation  of  cavities  are  now  known  by  the 
name  Caseous  Pneumonia.  Niemeyer,  who  first  promulgated  this  doc- 
trine, devotes  a  number  of  pages  in  his  work  on  Practice,  which  is  the 
present  standard,  to  a  full  description.  Caseous  pneumonia  then  is  a  lo- 
cal dbease,  the  result  sometimes  of  ordijiary  catarrhal  pneumonia 
nearly  always  of  the  croupous  form.  Virchow  explains  the  process, 
in  Berlin,  on  his  theory  of  cellular  pathology;  here  in  Vienna,  except 
by  Rokitansky  who  still  adheres  to  the  old  doctrine,  it  is  explained  on 
Coknheim's  theory  of  the  migration  of  the  white  blood  cells,  which  has 
spread  like  wild  fire  over  the  land,  so  that  it  is  now  again  fashionable 
to  speak  of  a  dyscrasia  which  term  Virchow  and  his  disciples  with 
pyemia',  etc.,  ridiculed  out  of  existence;  and  in  Wurzberg  it  is  ex- 
plained on  the  bran  new  theory  of  Recklinghausen,  the  pathologist 
there  and  also  one  of  Virchow's  former  students,  which  ascribes  all 
these  changes  as  originating  in  the  epithelial  cells  lining  the  lymph 
vessels.  Cohnheim's  migration  theory  has  the  most  numerous  sup- 
porters, as  well  as  some  of  the  most  able,  and  it  posesses  the  additional 
merits  of  simplicity  and  beauty.  Some  remarkable  experiments  are  now 
being  made  upon  these  same  white  blood  cells  with  various  coloring 
materials.  Should  they  ever  succeed  in  bringing  their  vagrant  tenden- 
cies under  human  control,  we  promise  to  inform  you. 

Skoda's  clinic  is  not  confined,  however,  to  thoracic  diseases — ^he 
ranges  over  the  whole  territory  of  internal  medicine,  generally  devo- 
ting an  hour  to  each  of  the  two  patients  which  form  the  text  of  dis- 
course.    In  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  a  case  of  meningitis  a  few  darro  , 
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ago,  he  mentioned  some  points  in  the  differential  diagnosis  between 
this  disease  and  typhus  fever*  which  are  worthy  of  note.  Typhus  and 
meningitis  are  frequently  confounded,  indeed  cases  exist  in  which  a 
separation  is  impossible.  In  meningitis  the  delirium  is  more  markod 
and  the  mental  disturbance  more  decided  when  the  patient  is  half 
comdtose ;  a  rational  answer  then  would  be  more  likely  obtained  from 
a  half  comatose  typhus  than  from  a  fully  awake  meningitis  patient  and 
vice  versa.  The  mutterings  of  typhus  evidence  a  constant  change  of 
ideas  and  words,  of  meningitis,  often  only  one  idea  is  constant  or  even 
one  word  chains  the  mind;  the  constant  repetition  of  one  word  then,  when 
this  symptom  exists,  establishes  the  diagnosis  of  meningitis,  though, 
unfortunately,  there  are  many  cases  in  which  this  symptom  is  absent. 
If  the  fury  of  the  delirium  has  any  weight  it  speaks  rather  for  typhus 
than  meningitis,  as  formerly  believed.  Sopor  is  the  same  or  absent  in 
both.  A  typhus  patient  is  more  easily  awakened  out  of  a  slight  ^rade 
of  sopor  than  a  meningeal.  Meningitis  much  more  frequently  affects 
the  muscles  of  the  eye.  A  reduction  of  the  pulse  during  an  attack  of 
meningitis,  indicates  a  softening  of  the  fornix,  corpus  callosum  and 
lining  of  the  ventricles. 

The  two  chief  medical  clinics  of  Vienna,  Skoda's  and  Oppolacr's, 
are  properly  held  at  the  same  hours,  seven  to  nine  A.  m.,  in  order  to 
divide  the  immense  number  of  students  in  attendance,  which  is  so  ar- 
ranged that  the  younger  students  visit  Skoda,  and  the  elder  Oppolzer, 
an  arrangement   ^hich  strikes   every  visitor  as  being  diainetrically 
the  reverse  of  the  proper  one,  for  Oppolzer's  clinic,  as  we  shall  take 
occasion  to  inform  you  anon,  is  thoroughly  a  propadeutic.     Behold  ui 
now  at  Skoda's  clinic  room,  a  lofty,  square,  poorly  ventilated  war 
containing   some    twenty   patients,    in  strained    effort    at    attentioi 
to  the  carefully  weighed  and  then  slowly  uttered,  yet  all  the  whil 
thoroughly  systematic,  description  of  the  disease  before  us.     The  litt) 
old  man  is  seated  in  a  chair  at  the  side  of  the  bed  with  his  eyes  fixe< 
and  never  changed  from  their  original  direction  until  the  histoid 
pathology,  etiology,  symptomatology,  diagnosis,  etc.,  etc.,  and  final] 
the  therapy  are  disposed  of  in  regular  order,  and  then,  without  a  word  < 
change  of  feature,  he  rises,  establishes  himself  in  exactly  the  same  p< 
sition  at  the  next  bed  and  commences  anew.     Shut  your  eyes  a  minul 
and  you  might  fancy  the  .description  being  slowly  and  distinctly  reaj 
for  the  voice  is  a  monotone  throughout:  shut  your  eyes  two  nxinat 


*  Typhus,  without  qualification,  meanfl  throughout  Qermany,  our  typhoid.    Typhoa  abdo^ 
nalif— typhoid ;  Typhus  ezanthematicus— our  typhus:  oar  strong  lines  of  distinction  are  ac^ 
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and  you  would  cease  to  fancy  unless  you  dream.  Our  only  prerentive 
is  to  take  diligent  notes,  the  facts  one  might  desire  to  cherish  are  in- 
terpolated among  many  familiar  facts,  but  if  the  attention  be  not 
always  concentrated  they  are  mentioned  in  their  order  and  if  then 
lost,  gone  glimmering.  Skoda  is  a  profound  thinker  and  a  close  ob- 
server, and  whatever  he  has  discovered  it  was  never  due  to  chance,  but 
was  coined  deep  from  the  brain.  We  saw  him  a  few  days  ago  in  his 
carriage,  hat  down  over  his  ears,  eyes  fixed  forwards  as  perfectly  ob- 
livious of  his  surroundings  as  in  the  clinic  room.  He  must  be  over 
sixty  now,  but  is  still  hale,  notwithstanding  the  illness  which  pros- 
trated him  during  the  past  summer.  Short,  square  build,  but  little 
bent,  face  full,  round,  folded  here  and  there  and  firamed  in  by  a  mass 
of  unkempt  hair. 

The  following  incident,  which  occurred  lately,  and  which  created 
quite  a  sensation  in  medical  and  political  circles,  will  give  you  the  best 
insight  into  his  private  character.  We  condense  from  one  of  the 
weekly  medical  papers : 

By  the  death  of  Professor  Tuerck,  the  celebrated  laryngoscopist,  a 
large  amount  of  material  and  space,  which  was  formerly  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  instruction,  fell  into  disuse.  The  executive  authorities  de- 
termined to  appropriate  this  space  to  the  use  of  a  great  number  of 
syphilitic  patients  who  were  refused  admission  for  lack  of  room.  The 
medical  staff  urged  an  addition  to  the  hospital,  such  as  would  accomo- 
date, not  only  the  syphilitics,  but  also  the  large  uumber  of  other  dis- 
eases, typhus,  pneumonia,  etc.,  which,  to  the  nun^ber  of  nearly  three 
hundred  a  month,  were  declined  admission  for  the  same  reason.  The 
executive  department  was  obstinate ;  the  Professors  petitioned  and  the 
immense  number  of  students  clamorous  for  the  extra  facilities  brought 
forward  a  powerful  influence.  The  executive  department  would  not 
yield,  and  commenced  the  arrangements  necessary  for  their  purpose  as 
designed.  So  the  staff  decided  to  send  a  committee  to  the  Minister  of 
Instruction  himself,  and  lay  the  matter  before  him.  Rokitansky  and 
Skoda  were  appointed ;  Skoda  as  the  star  of  the  assembly,  and  Roki- 
tausky  as  the  dignity  supporter,  as  Hebra  facetiously  remarked.  The 
minister's  sympathies,  however,  had  all  been  enlisted  for  the  venereal 
sufferers,  the  medical  gentlemen  were  frostily  received,  coldly  informed 
that  the  relief  of  suffering  was  paramount  to  instruction,  the  affair 
was  decided,  and  if  they  desired  a  hospital  of  their  own  arrangement, 
they  were  at  perfect  liberty  to  erect  one  at  their  own  expense,  he  de- 
sired to  hear  no  more  of  the  matter,  etc.,  etc.    Report  states  that  the 
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Star  and  the  Dignity  supporter  were  confonnded  beyond  measure,  and 
stood  there  a  moment  as  petrified.  Now  the  Star  gazed  at  the  Dignity 
supporter,  and  now  the  Dignity  supporter  at  the  Star,  now  both  at  the 
minister,  now  at  the  secretary  and  then  again  at  each  other.  Finally, 
when  Skoda  had  fully  comprehended  the  matter,  he  bluntly  interposed : 
^^  Well  now,  sir  Minister,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  we  are  right,  that 
is  one  difference  between  us,  and  another  difference  is,  that  we  under- 
stand the  matter  better,"  whereupon  the  committee  retired,  Skoda  re- 
marking that  with  a  man  so  false  to  his  ancestry  he  would  have  noth- 
ing more  to  do.  You  will  be  better  able  to  comprehend  the  audacity 
of  the  reply  when  you  are  informed  that  the  Minister  of  Instruction  is 
one  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  national  government,  and,  indeed,  rep- 
resents the  hight  of  power  on  educational  matters,  and  when  you  re- 
flect on  the  difference  between  a  government  of  this  character  and  our 
own.  As  Skoda  has  since  received  the  honor  of  Hofrath  from  the 
hands  of  the  Emperor  himself,  an  honor  which  is  only  conferred  in  im- 
perial recognition  of  great  ability,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  staff 
will  triumph  yet;  at  any  rate  the  comic  papers,  which  possess  a  very 
exaggerated  illustration  of  the  scene,  have  given  the  Minister  An  ex- 
ceedingly unenviable  reputation. 

The  most  singular  and  eccentric  genius  whom  we  have  ever  had 
the  pleasure  to  encounter,  is  the  director  of  the  chief  medical  clinic  of 
the  University,  Dr.  John  Oppolzer.  He  has  been  in  position  a  long 
time,  long  enough  to  have  acquired  the  same  reputation  in  South  Ger- 
many, that  Frerichs  possesses  in  North,  and  like  him  to  have  been  able 
to  enjoy  some  of  those  immense  fees  which  his  position,  as  coDSulting 
physician  at  the  imperial  court,  and  for  various  members  of  the  Kus- 
sian  nobility,  occasionally  furnish.  Although  well  advanced  towards 
seventy  years,  he  still  presents  himself  at  the  clinic  punctually  and 
lectures  always,  too  often,  three  hours  without  interposition,  never 
pausing  for  rest  on  Saturday  or  Sunday,  never  ceasing  during  the 
spring  vacation,  never  observing  any  holiday,  of  whatever  character, 
and  only  closing  at  the  end  of  the  summer  course,  when  all  the  8tu> 
dents  have  left.  The  old  man  is  never  so  happy  as  when  shoved  about 
by,  for  there  are  no  seats,  and  jammed  in  amongst  the  heterogeneous 
crowd  of  Bohemians,  Hungarians,  Poles,  Jews,  Hottentots,  we  had 
almost  said,  for  such  are  most  of  them  in  demeanor,  talking  to  them^ 
wrangling  with  them,  and  heaping  all  sorts  of  invectives  upon  them 
for  an  incorrect  answer.  A  single  line  of  chairs  in  the  middle  of  the 
ward  seats  the  out  door  cases  who  have  presented  for  treatment,  and 

..yitized  by  Google 


COB&ESPONBKNCI.  381 

at  one  end  4)f  this  row  tlie  Prolessor  commences,  occasionally  spend- ' 
ing  an  hour  on  one  case  if  interesting,  oocasionally  again,  especially 
when  in  a  bad  hnmor,  dismissing  the  whole  party  in  fifteen  minutes, 
and  commfincing  the  regular  rounds.  The  system  of  instruction  is  the 
Soeratic,  as  he  is  pleased  to  term  it  himself,  question  and  answer.  In 
his  examinations  he  evinces  all  the  shrewdness  and  ingenuity  of  a 
criminal  lawyer,  he  proposes  all  kinds  of  complications  and  enigmat- 
ical problems,  sets  regular  traps,  watches,  waits,  and  should  the  student 
&11  in,  ah !  then  he  is  happy  indeed.  He  becomes  perfectly  merciless. 
Now  he  pushes  the  examination  to  its  utmost  limits,  ridicules  unspa- 
ringly the  ever  increasing  ignorance  from  additional  embarrassment, 
and  then  finally,  when  the  poor  fellow's  face  has  assumed  a  look  of 
pleading  despair,  and  not  till  then,  lie  comes  to  his  rescue  and  ferries 
him  through.  Such  a  method  is  indispensable  among  such  students ; 
we  challeBge  the  world  to  produce  such  a  motley  group  of  the  great 
unwashed  as  the  different  territories  of  Austria  cast  into  the  medical 
profession;  where  they  disappear  or  what  their  future,  we  can  only 
sonnise.  Some  of  them  say  they  will  go  to  America.  May  Hearen 
belp  us. 

But  few  students  possess  temerity  enough  to  enter  the  field  under 
saeh  a  fire,  but  those  few  become  splendid  scholars,  while  the  interest 
iUtsched  to  the  cause  never  for  a  moment  flags.  It  is  really  a  magnifi- 
cent drill.  The  old  man's  knowledge  of  medicine  and  all  its  collater- 
als IS  boundless,  and  even  now,  at  the  age  when  most  men  are  content 
to  rest  on  their  oars  and  drift  through  the  few  and  short  remaining 
years  on  a  past  impetus,  he  still  prosecutes  his  labors  with  a  student's 
seal.  He  is  conversant  with  all  new  doctrines  as  soon  as  issued  from 
die  press,  so  that  he  is  used  as  a  kind  of  lexicon  by  the  old  practition- 
ers who  daily  visit  his  clinic  for  the  novelties  of  the  day,  which  are 
always  presented  and  criticised  as  only  a  scholar  of  his  experience  and 
ability  can.  He  will  carry  his  examination  to  the  most  minute  anat- 
omy of  the  brain  or  nervous  system,  or  will  plunge  into  the  deepest 
recesses  of  the  physiology  of  vision.  He  attacks  dermatology  fear- 
lessly, and  laryngoscopy  with  all  those  fields  which  are  generally  left 
to  the  specialists,  and  that  too  without  any  apparent  preparation.  In 
medicine  the  old  man  is  omniscient,  and  that  is  the  secret  of  his 
fueeess.  Straighten  the  stoop,  with  which  years  have  weighed  him, 
and  he  would  reach  above  medium  bight;  face  smoothly  shaven,  full 
below,  presenting  nearly  a  paralellogram  which  is  perfected  by  the 
long  straight  iron-gray  hair  combed  down  over  the  temple,  eyes  so 
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deeply  sunken  as  to  be  only  visible  dn  a  square  f^ont  Ytew,  and  Aen 
only  part  of  tbe  corner,  on  account  of  the  preternat»rally  small  rima 
palpebrae;  neck  perfectly  concealed  by  tbe  bigb,  heavy  stock  of  tbe 
last  generation ;  long,  gaunt,  bony  fingers,  seldon,  or  never,  used  in  ges- 
ture;  no  delivery,  a  voice  almost  whining,  disposition  exceedingly  irrita- 
table,  unattractive  in  personelle,  he  still  draws  a  larger  crowd  than 
any  professor  in  tbe  University,  simply  by  the  power  of  superior 
knowledge.  To  any  particular  dignity  he  makes  no  pretention  wbit- 
ever ;  out  of  the  clinic  room  he  drops  down  among  the  students,  is 
their  referee  and  adviser,  presides  over  many  of  their  societies,  visits 
them  in  sickness,  his  life  is  with  them  and  among  them,  he  is  one  of 
them  indeed,  and  you  may  easily  fancy  what  a  real  reverence  and 
affection  they  entertain  for  him.  His  will  be  a  sad  and  irreparable 
loss. 

Though  perfectly  at  home  on  whatever  subject,  the  old  man  still 
has  his  favorite  themes,  and  above  all  others  he  loves  to  dwell  on  the 
heart.  Start  him  on  a  case  of  cardiac  affection  and  he  will  run  on  two 
straight  hours  by  the  clock,  only  ceasing,  like  the  time  piece,  when 
the  force  is  all  exhausted ;  and  with  a  few  notes  on  this  subject  we 
will  bring  this  already  too  long  letter  to  a  close. 

The  normal  cardiac  percussion  dullness  is  a  triangular  area  eaclosed 
on  the  right  by  the  right  border  of  the  sternum,  below  by  a  line  in- 
tersecting this  and  the  point  of  apex  beat,  and  outward  by  a  curved 
line  with  the  convexity  outwards,  whose  center  fulls  just  inside  of  the 
nipple,  and  whose  extremities,  of  course,  touch  the  perpendicular  and 
base,  the  former  at  the  cartilage  of  the  fourth  rib,  the  latter  at  the 
cartilage  of  the  sixth.  The  normal  apex  lies  in  the  parasternal  line, 
which  is  the  line  exactly  half  way  between  the  sternal  and  the  mam- 
•miliary,  and  in  the  fifth  intercostal  space.  The  real  limits  of  the 
heart  extend  a  full  inch  further  downward  and  outward.  Dilatation,  or 
hypertrophy,  of  the  left  ventricle  lengthens  the  horn-shaped  hypothc- 
nuse,  leaving  the  angle  of  the  base  in  the  same  position,  while  the 
same  conditions  of  the  right  ventricle  carry  the  angle  of  the  base  over 
to  the  right  side  of  the  sternum.  Diseases  of  the  mitral  value  broaden 
the  heart,  diseases  of  the  semilunar  lengthen  it.  A  valvular  disease 
is  of  no  evil  effect  until  the  texture  of  the  muscular  walls  has  been  al- 
tered. A  strong  clear  sound  is  evidence  of  good  muscular  contraction. 
so,  also,  the  thrill  of  the  pulmonary  which  may  often  be  felt.  Hyper- 
trophies are  generally  due  to  valvular  diseases  and  are  most  marked  in 
insufficiencies  of  the  semilunars^  because  the  walls  here  must  susttin 
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ibe  whole  colamn  of  blood  which  otherwise  falls  on  the  valvto.  Ste- 
nosis never  presents  such  hypertrophies  as  insufficiencies.  An  endo- 
carditis in  the  foetus  attacks  preferably  the  tricuspid  valves,  because 
the  right  heart  is  the  most  active;  generally  in  the  adult  insufficiency 
of  the  right  valves  is  due  to  dilatation  of  the  ostium,  and  hence  the 
insufficiency  is  only  relative.  Insufficiency  of  the  tricuspid  leads  to 
hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle,  because  of  the  increased  pressure  on 
its  walls,  then  follows  dialatation  of  the  right  auricle,  and  even  of  the 
veme  cavae,  but  will  not  give  rise  to  jugular  pulsation  unless  the  jugu- 
lar valve  be  insufficient.  Stenosis  of  the  tricuspid,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly rare,  leads  to  comparative  atrophy  of  the  right  ventricle,  because 
its  walls  are  freed  from  pressure.  This  pressure  of  gravity  explains 
hypertrophies  much  more  satisfactorily  than  the  theory  of  compenaa- 
torily  increased  activity,  as  on  this  latter  view  stenoses  should  present 
in  this  state  the  more  marked. 

Insufficiency  of  the  pulmonary  valves  is  always,  without  exception, 
attended  with  tuberculosis.  Experiments  have  proven  that,  in  defec- 
tive closure  of  the  foramen  ovale,  it  is  not  the  mixture  of  arterial  and 
venous  blood  which  induces  cyanosis,  but  the  congestion  which  en- 
sues therefrom.  It  may  be  necessary  to  establish  a  perfect  diagnosis 
of  any  heart  disease  to  render  the  heart  active  by  exercise,  a  murmur 
may  then  often  be  elicited,  which  is  inaudible  when  the  patient  is  at 
lest. 

We  possess  no  positive  evidence  or  symptoms  of  adhesions  of  the 
two  surfaces  in  pericarditis.  Should  the  pericardium  be  united  with 
the  walls  of  the  chest,  and  the  two  layers  with  each  other,  then  the 
intercostal  space  will  be  drawn  in  with  every  systole.  Rapid  filling 
and  emptying  of  the  jugular  veins  are  evidence  that  the  right  auricle 
18  interfered  with  by  a  too  narrow  pericardium,  the  veins  are  then 
filled  in  systole  and  emptied  in  diastole.  An  adhesion  between  the 
costal  and  cardiac  layers  may  induce  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle, 
&tty  degeneration  and  cyanosis.  These  are  a  few  isolated  points,  se- 
lected from  tnany  different  lectures  which  may  explain  their  want  of 
connection ;  they  are  transmitted  more  to  show  the  character  of  his 
investigations  than  for  any  particular  value. 

He  prefers  the  direct  to  the  diagnosis  by  exclusion  whenever 
possible ;  although  we  are  occasionally  compelled  to  take  refiige  in 
exclusion,  it  is  always  faulty  on  account  of  our  present  defective 
knowledge.  This  he  illustrates  by  presenting  a  blind  man  fruit  for 
description.  ''  It  is  not  a  pear,  it  is  not  a  pea6h,  therefore  it  must  be 
an  apple."  l.,  Whittakbb^Ic 
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SYPHILIS  AND  LOCAL  CONTAGIOUS  DISOEDEBS. 


BY  BERKELEY  HILL,  M.  B.,  LONDON,  P.  K.  C.  S., 

ABdBtant  Surgeon  Union  College  Hospital ;  Sargeon  to  Ont-Patients  at  Lock  Hoflpitaa,  tc.  PUK 
adelphU:  H.  0.  Lea.    1869. 


Daring  the  past  year,  onr  English  brethren  have  given  us  two  nev 
works  on  Syphilis,  one  by  Barton,  of  Dublin,  the  other  by  Berkeley 
Hill,  of  London,  works  by  no  means  as  valuable  to  us  as  "Bumstead" 
or  '^Durkee,''  yet  welcome  additions  to  our  authorities  on  Tenereil 
diseases.  In  a  four  hundred  and  fifty  page  voliune,  Mr>  Hill  has 
presented  to  the  student  and  general  practitioner,  a  very  ^eoeptabk 
work  on  '^Syphilis  and  Local  Contagious  Disorders. 

Evidently  well  read  in  the  literature  of  his  subject,  his  connectioii 
with  the  London  Lock  Hospital  has  afforded  him  ample  opportuaity 
for  studying  the  various  forms  of  specific  affectionfl.  His  descriptiou 
of  these  forms,  their  origin,  delvelopment  and  termination,  are  elesr 
and  satisfactory;  his  treatment  judicious.  To  the  majority  of  bis 
American  readers  familiar  with  the  terms  "chancre'*  and  "chancroid," 
Mr.  Hill's  application  of  the  term  "chancre"  to  the  no n-infectiag  local 
disease  will  seem  strange  and  improper.  Having  tried  opinioas  by 
cases,  and  knowing  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  squaring  all  observed 
facts  with  any  proposed  theory,  our  author  is,  on  certain  points,  quite 
guarded  in  his  expressions.  A  decided  dtialistj  he  says,  "  while  admit- 
ting the  truth  of  Bassereau's  conclusions,  (if  the  infected  person  bas 
constitutional  syphilis,  the  infecting  person  is  similarly  affected;  aod 
conversely  if  the  infected .  person  escape  general  disease,  the  in/eetwg 
person  is  also  free  from  any  but  local  disorders  incapable  of  affecting 
the  constitution),  it  must  be  observed  that  at  present  we  do  notknov 
the  whole  of  the  connection  between  venereal  ulcers  and  constitu^onal 
C(yphilis.  But,  when  acknowledging  this  incompleteness,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  refuse  to  believe  in  this  essentially  distinct  nature  of  the 
principle  exciting  chancres,  from  that  of  the  virus  of  general  syphilis. 
Again,  with  reference  to  the  "  occasional  sources  for  multiplying  sypb- 
ilis^"  he  declares  "gonorrhoeal  discharges  in  syphilitic  persons  prob- 
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ablj  also  impart  syphilis  to  healthy  individuals,  leading  to  the  belief 
in  former  times  that  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis  were  the  same  disease/* 
Yet  he  is  at  times  sufficiently  positive  in  his  statements.  For  example, 
with  reference  to  the  diagnosis  of  gonorrhoea  he  says:  '* Constitu- 
tional syphilis  has  been  in  very  rare  and  exceptional  cases  known  to 
succeed  discharge  without  induration.  This  apparent  anomaly  is  caused 
by  both  affections  having  been  contracted  at  the  same  time,  for  we 
know  persons  can  suffer  from  the  two  disease  at  once,  and  the  mucous 
membrane  when  swollen  and  inflamed  by  gonorrhoea,  is  an  excellent 
hot-bed  for  the  absorbtion  of  syphilitic  poison.  Bating  this  excep- 
tion, syphilis  has  no  connection  with  gonorrhoea." 

It  is  interesting,  with  reference  to  this  connection,  to  remember 
certain  cases  reported  by  Hammond  and  his  conclusions  drawn  from 
their  observation,  that,  First — ^'The  virus  of  an  infecting  chancre, 
when  deposited  on  a  secreting  mucous  surface  upon  which  there  is  no 
solution  of  continuity,  may  give  rise  to  gonorrhoea  unattended  by 
chancre,  but  which  is  syphilitic  in  its  character  and  capable  of  pro- 
ducing constitutional  disease;"  and  Second — ^^That  the  matter  of 
such  a  gonorrhoea  is  capable  of  causing  an  infecting  chancre,  either  by 
natural  or  artificial  inoculation,  which  chancre  is  followed  by  consti- 
tutional syphilis." 

As  a  plain,  well  written  statement  of  the  symptomatology  and 
treatment  of  syphilitic  affections,  Mr.  Hill's  work  will  be  a  useful 
addition  to  the  library  of  the  general  practitioner,  and  the  author 
may  rest  assured  that  he  has  well  succeeded  in  his  expressed  endeavor 
*^to  render  the  work  complete,  while  keeping  it  concise  and  suitable 
for  the  student  as  well  as  the  practitioner." 


THE-LIFE  OF  THE  TRICHINA. 


BY  RUDOLPH  VIRCHOW,  M.  D.,  P.  H.  D., 
Profesfor  UnlTenity  of  Berlin.     TnuuUted  by  BaAis  Browne,  M.  D. 


The  above  is  a  title  of  a  neat  pamphlet  of  forty-seven  pages  that 
comes  to  us  without  containing  either  date  or  place  of  publication. 
We  suppose  that  Kufus  King  Browne,  M.  D.,  who  presents,  in  an  En- 
glish dress,  this  valuable  brochure  of  the  celebrated  Berlin  Professor, 
is  an  American,  yet  no  information  on  the  subject  can  be  obtained 
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from  his  trork  as  here  quoted.  Professor  Vircbow  presents,  in  a 
succinct  manner,  the  principal  facts  now  known  in  relation  to  the  his- 
tory of  trichina,  gives  directions  how  to  recognize  them  in  meat, 
describes  the  dangers  to  the  human  body  the  trichniaB  cause,  what  rem- 
edies there  are  for  the  disease  they  produce,  and  what  preventiTe 
measures  against  the  spread  of  the  trichinae  are  necessary.  Under  the 
latter  head  is  included  the  "  infection  of  pigs,*'  the  "  investigatioB  of 
the  preparation  of  meat." 

It  is  desirable  that  more  knowledge,  in  relation  to  the  subjects  con- 
sidered by  Professor  Virchow  in  this  paper,  be  diffused  among  the 
profession ;  therefore  it  is  unfortunate  that  this  translation  is  not  likelj 
to  become  widely  known,  owing  to  the  failure  to  give  place  of  pablica- 
tioH  or  sale.  J.  R.  W. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


We  HAVE  been  required  to  devote  so  much  space  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  American  Medical  Association,  that  comments  upon  tlie 
action  of  the  meeting  must  be  postponed,  as  well  as  all  notice  of  tlie 
last  meeting  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society. 

There  is  ond  subject  upon  which  we  wish  to  say  a  few  words,  viz: 
the  organization  of  an  Association  of  Editors  of  Medical  Journals. 
It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  our  April  number,  we  proposed  such 
organization;  upon  arriving  at  New  Orleans  we  found  our  brother 
editors,  who  were  present  at  the  Association,  had  considered  the  prop- 
osition, and  were  quite  prepared  for  its  execution.  We  give  below 
the  articles  of  agreement,  etc.,  as  reported  in  the  New  Orleam  Times, 
pertaining  to  this  new  medical  body. 

Quite  appropriately,  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  a  veteran  in  the  ranks,  a  man 
of  indomitable  energy,  and  of  national  reputation,  one  who  has  been 
contributing  to  the  press  probably  thirty  years,  was  elected  President. 
When  the  Association  meets  in  Washington  next  May,  we  anticipate, 
from  Dr.  Davis,  a  most  interesting  address  upon  the  History  of  Ameri- 
can Medical  Journalism. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  this  organization,  as  our  readers  observe, 
is  to  secure  the  names  of  all  of  the  regular  physicians  in  the  United 
States — to  make  a  complete  register  of  all  American  practitioners. 
Difficult  as  this  task  is,  yet  its  accomplishment  can  be  effected  by  none 
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BO  readily  as  by  editors  of  medical  journals.  Now  we  propose  to  com' 
mence  this  work  at  once.  Dr.  William  Lomax  has  promised  us  the 
names  of  all  the  regular  practitioners  in  Orant  county,  Indiana :  as 
soon  as  this  list  is  received,  we  shall  publish  it — possibly  giving  the 
lists  of  two,  three  or  even  more  counties  in  one  number  of  the  Journal^ 
and  thus  on  until  our  share  of  the  labor  is  completed.  Will  our  friends 
assist  us  ?  The  following  will  be  the  form  in  which  we  would  like  the 
lists  made  out : 

Name;  Ndttvify;  Age.  If  a  graduate  of  a  literary  institution,  what  imtitutian 
amd  when.    Same  as  to  medical  graduation.    P.  0« 

One  or  two  good  men,  in  each  county  in  each  state,  can,  within  the 
next  two  or  three  years,  through  medical  journals,  give  a  complete 
register  of  all  American  physicians.  Again,  we  ask  our  friends  if  we 
shall  not  go  to  work  at  once,  and  let  this  most  desirable  end  be 
effected. 

On  Wednesday  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  a  meeting  of  the  society 
of  Medical  Journalists  was  held  in  the  office  No.  1,  Carondelet  street. 
The  result  of  the  assembly  of  prominent  physicians  was  the  formation 
of  a  permanent  society,  the  election  of  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D.,  President, 
and  W.  S.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Permanent  Secretary.  The  address  of  the 
Secretary  is  lock  box  890,  New  Orleans.  We  append  a  report  of  the 
proceedings : 

Pursuant  to  adjournment  from  the  preliminary  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
the  meeting  of  Medical  Journalists  was  called  to  order  at  eight  o'clock 
p.  M.,  by  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  the  Chicago  MediM  Examiner. 

The  Committee  on  Organization,  through  their  chairman,  Dr.  The- 
ophilus  Parvin,  of  the  Western  Journal  of  Medicine^  then  presented 
the  following  preamble  and  plan  of  organization,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted: 

"The  editors  of  medical  journals  in  the  United  States,  desiring  to  cultirate 
professional  courtesies,  to  facilitate  the  conduct  and  general  management  of  our 
jonmals,  to  promote  their  interests,  their  usefulness,  and  make  them  a  still 
greater  power  for  professional  and  popular  good,  and  especially  to  adrance  the  in* 
terests  of  medicine,  hereby  unite  together  under  the  following 

AaricLES  or  associatiox. 

Kame — The  Association  of  American  Medical  Editors. 

Purposes — The  cultivation  of  friendly  relations,  mutual  assistance,  community 
of  effort  and  means,  when  practicable,  in  a  system  of  receiving  foreign  exchanges, 
and  of  sending  our  own  journals  abroad  ;  in  urging,  with  hearty  concert,  improve- 
ments in  the  present  system  of  medical  education,  and  a  higher  standard  of  prelim- 
inary education  of  those  who  desire  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  medicine ;  the  col- 
lection of  vital  statistics;  obtaining  the  names  of  all  the  regular  physicians 
in  the  United  States,  age,  place  and  date  of  graduatioo,  if  a  graduate ;  alao^  the 
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same  in  reference  to  graduation  at  literary  institntions,  if  such  gradnation  lias 
taken  place. 

Meetingt — These  shall  be  held  commencing  at  ten  ▲.  m.,  on  the  day  precediag, 
and  at  the  place  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Officers — President,  Vice-President,  Permanent  Secretary  and  Secretary. 

The  President,  Vice-President  and  Secretary  shall  be  elected  annually,  and 
Shan  serve  at  the  meeting  of  the  succeeding  year. 

Committees  shall  be  appointed  where  necessary  for  the  carrying  out  of  any  of 
the  special  purposes  of  the  Association. 

These  resolutions  baring  been  signed  by  the  following  delegates:  Dr.  N.  S. 
Davis,  Chicago  Medical  Examwrur;  Dr.  James  M.  Holloway,  Richmond  and  LomtdUe 
Medical  Journal  f  Dr.  William  McPheeters,  St.  Louit  Medical  and  Surgical  EqHfrUr; 
Dr.  W.  R.  Bowling,  Ifathville  Journal  qf  Medicine;  J.  Berien  Lindsley,  Natkritte 
Journal  0/ Medicine;  Dr.  Greensyille  Do  well,  Galveston  Medical  Journal;  Dr.  Sam> 
uel  Log^n.  New  Orleans  Journal  0/ Medicine;  Dr.  E.  W.  Jenks  and  Dr.  Greorge  D. 
Andrews,  Detroit  Review  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy;  Dr.  W.  S.  Mitchell,  New 
Orleans  Journal  of  Medicine^  and  Dr.  S.  M.  Bemiss,  New  Orleans  Journal  qf  Jfsdi- 
em«;  Dr.  Theophilus  Parrin,  Western  Journal  qf  Medicine — ^the  officers,  as  follows, 
were  unanimously  elected: 

Dr.  N.  S.  Daris,  President;  Dr.  W.  M.  McPheeters,  Vice-President  Dr.  W.  S. 
Mitchell,  Permanent  Secretary,  and  Dr.  J*  Berrien  Lindsley,  Secretary. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

That  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Exchanges  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  Dr.  Parrin, 
as  chairman,  and  the  Permanent  Secretary. 

That  the  Permanent  Secretary  be  instructed  to  correspond  with  such  regular 
medical  journals  of  the  United  Sutes  as  are  not  now  represented,  informing  them 
of  the  objects  of  the  organization,  and  inviting  their  co-operation. 

That  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Bowling,  Dowell  and  Andrews,  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  Registry  of  Physicians. 

That  Dr.  Holloway  be  appointed  a  Committee  on  Revision, 

That  the  President  deliver,  at  the  next  meeting,  an  address  on  the  history, 
progress,  etc.,  of  Medical  Journalism  in  this  country,  and  that  the  men>bers  of  the 
Association  fUrnish  to  him  such  material  and  information  as  they  may  be  able  to 
obtam. 

That  beside  the  members  alreading  signing  the  eonstitutioBr  aH  physicians  con- 
nected with  regular  medical  journals,  be  considered  members  upon  signing,  in 
writing  to  the  Permanent  Secretary,  their  willingness  to  subscribe  to  the  foregoing 
articles  of  agreement,  until  opportunity  be  afforded  them  o^  signing  said  articles. 

That  the  President  be  requested  to  announce  to  the  American  Medkal  Associa- 
tion the  fomntion  and  objects  of  this  Association. 

That  these  minutes  be  fumished  to  the  secular  papers,  with  a  request  that  they 
bteopied. 

That  Dr.  Holloway  oe  appointed  a  committee  to  arrange  a  general  plaa  for  the 
establishment  of  agencies  in  all  the  principal  cities. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  adjourned.    , 
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Bakiono's  Abstract,  republished  by  Henry  C.  Lea,  Philadelpbia, 
Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  from  Townsend  &  Adams,  New  York, 
and  the  Half- Yearly  Compendium  or  Medical  Science,  published 
by  Pr.  Butler,  Philadelphia,  have  appeared  as  usual.  Each  one  is  of 
great  value  to  the  busy  practitioner,  and  each  has  merits  peculiar  to 
itself.  "  Braithwaite"  tells  very  little  of  what  American  physicians' 
and  surgeons  are  doing;  "Ranking"  tells  more,  but  the  best  of  all,, 
in  this  regard,  is  the  "Compendium,"  and,  therefore,  it  presents  a 
strong  claim  upon  the  patronage  of  our  profession^ 

To  Delinquents.^ — Gentlemen,  we  would  be  glad  nerer  to  think 
about  money ;  but  publishing  a  medical  journal  is  an  expensive  work^ 
and  printers  are  inexoraUe.  Many  of  out  subscribers  hare  not  paid 
for  1868,  some  not  even  for  1867,  not  one-third  for  1869.  Now  this  is 
not  right,  and  we  do  hope  that  every  one  who  is  indebted  to  us  will  at 
once  remit. 

Professor  Paul  "S^  £ve  will  remove  to  St.  Louis  in  June  next. 

There  is  at  present,  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  a  child  affected  with  ehronie 
hydrocephalus.  It  is  seventeen  months  old,  and  its  head  measurers, 
in  the  occipito-frontal  circumfrence  twenty-seven  inches,  and  from 
one  meatus  of  the  ear  to  the  other,  over  the  top  of  the  head,  nineteen 
inches. 

A  New  VERMiFUaE.— A  young  ehfild  of  M E ,  of  tkifr 

city,  swallowed  a  small  dress  botton  with  an  eyelet.  Some  hours  after 
the  button  made  its  appearance,  having  traversed  the  alimeatary  canal,, 
bringing  away  with  it  a  large  lumbriooid  wwrm  threaded  through  the 
eyelet. 

Physicians  would  do  well  to  '*make  a  note  on't,'*  and  where 
prejudice  exists  against  '^strong  medicines,'^  give  a  dose  of  buttons. 
They  can  recommend  them  as  acting  "cito  and  tuto,''  if  not  so  very 
"jncunde"  as  some  other  therapeutic  agents.  H.  S.  P. 

SPRiNaFiELD,  Ohio,  Mat  20, 1869. 

Louisville  will  proWbly  soon  have  a  second  medical  journal,  and 
a  third  medical  college. 

A  Medical  Journal  is  to  be  published  at  Washington,  D.  C» 
The  names  of  the  editors  we  have  not  heard. 
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Wanted. — A  purchaser  of  an  order  for  an  artificial  limb,  at  a  great 
reduction  from  the  original  price.  Will  some  one  of  our  surgical 
fViends  take  notices. 

Still  Wanted.— Copies  of  the  April  number,  1868,  of  the  Western. 
Journal  of  Medicine]  also  of  the  Cincinnati  Journal^  February,  1866. 
Twenty-fiye  cents  for  each  one  of  these  returned  in  good  condition. 

*The  University  of  Louisville,  U.  S. — We  have  received  a 
pamphlet  entitled  "Commencement  Exercises  of  the  University  of 
Louisville,  Medical  Department,  containing  addresses  by  W.  C.  Maul, 
A.  M.,  and  Prof.  Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  Jr."  As  the  latter  author 
made  a  very  favorable  impression  upon  us  when  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  him  in  London,  we  turned  to  the  pamphlet  with  some  curi- 
osity. We  were  at  first  puszled,  as  one  of  the  discourses  of  the  "  Com- 
mencement Exercises''  is  a  valedictory  address.  But  it  would  appear 
that  it  is  customary  with  our  cousins  to  give  some  advice  to  newly-cre- 
ated doctors  assembled  on  the  occasion,  when  the  new-comers  begin 
their  studies.  Judging  from  the  sound  counsels  contained  in  Dr.  Yan- 
deirs  address — though  the  language  to  us  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 
seems  quaint — the  custom  is  not  bad.  Our  own  introductory  lectures 
have,  on  the  contrary,  this  defect,  that  they  often  contain  advice  of 
use  in  actual  practice,  whilst  the  hearers  ate  but  embryo  doctors.  .  A 
feature  of  this  pamphlet,  rather  unusual  With  us,  is  the  speech  of  one 
of  the  newly-made  physicians,  full  of  hope  for  the  future,  and  teeming 
with  praise  of  the  professors ;  the  diction  is  high-flown,  and  approaches 
bombast.  Dr.  Yandell,  however,  does  not  conceal  from  his  hearers 
the  shortcomings  and  the  dark  sides  of  our  profession.  But  we  have 
rewards,  also,  and  the  author  says : — "  In  truth,  you  may  very  correctly 
judge  of  the  civiliEation  of  a  country  by  the  estimation  in  which  medi- 
cal men  are  held  in  it.  The  worthy  representative  of  the  noblest  peo- 
ple on  this  planet,  Queen  Victoria,  delights  to  honor  the  conspicuously 
worthy  members  of  our  profession  in  her  kingdom.  And  that  wonder- 
ful man,  the  third  in  name,  but  hardly  second  in  point  of  wisdom,  the 
peerless-minded  Emperor  of  the  French,  is  scarcely  behind  the  good 
Queen  of  England  in  rewarding  medical  merit."  The  author  is  very 
full  and  explicit  on  the  "  duties  and  qualities  of  the  good  physician." 
Here  he  says, — "  Never  tell  your  wife's  secrets  to  your  patients,  nor 
your  patients'  secrets  to  your  wife."  On  the  subject  of  cleanliness 
Dr.  Yandell  remarks:  *^The  healthiest  people  in  the  world,  and  the 
longest-lived,  I  believe,  are  the  English  of  the  higher -classes,  and  be- 
yond all  peradventure  they  are  the  most  cleanly."  He  insists  on  the 
necessity  of  pure  air  and  good  cooking ;  and  with  reference  to  the  lat- 
ter the  author  has  the  following  bold  outburst : — "  Bad  cooking,  which 
spoils  food,  however  good  in  itself,  is  the  cause,  I  strongly  suspect,  of 
half  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  of  quite  three-fourths  of  the  domestic 

*Prof.  L.  P.  Yandoll,  Jr.,  will  not  f«el  offended  at  this  notice  which  m  find  in  th« 
Hay  8th. 
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infelicity.  If  I  had  the  trainiDg  of  a  girl,  I  should  charge  and  be- 
seech her,  above  all  things,  to  be  amiable  and  unselfish,  and  a  good 
cook.  There  is  little  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  bad  biscuits  of 
America  are  in  a  great  measure  to  blame  for  the  numberless  homicides 
which  render  our  country  a  bye-word  among  the  nations.  Bad  bread 
breeds  battle,  murder,  and  sudden  death.  Bad  cooking  probably 
killed  more  Confederate  soldiers  than  the  bullets  of  the  enemy.  I  am 
not  sure  that  our  Legislature  ought  not  to  pass  laws  making  bad  cook- 
ing, if  by  a  servant,  punishable  as  a  felony,  and  if  on  the  part  of  a 
wife,  unquestionable  ground  for  divorce."  This  is  certainly  a  savory 
bit,  and  will  frighten  any  gourmand  intending  a  trip  to  Kentucky. 
But  Dr.  Yandell  is  in  sober  earnest  when  he  speaks  of  the  art  of 
'^giving  advice,"  on  the  "duties  of  physicians  and  patients,"  and  on 
the  "bearing  of  doctors  towards  one  another."  We  wish  the  Professor 
and  his  University  much  success. 

Indianapolis,  May  22,  1869. 

I  desire  to  inform  the  members  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and 
all  societies  tributary  to  it,  that  the  assessment  for  this  year  has  been 
reduced  to  one  dollar. 

All  those  desiring  the  Transactions  this  year  will  please  send  me 
their  names  and  the  assessment  at  once,  so  that  it  can  be  ascertained 
what  number  shall  be  issued. 

No  one  will  receive  them  otherwise,  as  only  sufficient  will  be  pub- 
lished for  the  real  wants.  G.  V.  Woolen, 

Secretary, 

Indiana  Medical  College. — The  subject  of  organizing  a  Medi- 
cal College  at  the  State  Capital,  has  lon^  been  a  theme  for  discussion 
among  medical  men  at  the  annual  meetings  of  our  State  Society ;  but 
now  discussion  has  been  ended  by  the  action  of  the  Indianapolis 
Academy  of  Medicine. 

The  following  faculty  has  been  selected  by  the  committee  appointed 
for  that  purpose : 

J.  S.  Bobbs,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

J.  A.  Comingor,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Operatire  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

R.  N.  Todd,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Practice  of  liedicine. 

W.  B.  Fletcher,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology. 

L.  D.  Waterman,  M.  D.,  Prof  of  Anatomy. 

T.  B.  Harvey,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

George  W.  Mears,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics. 

K.  T.  Brown,  M.  D.,  Profl  Chemistry. 

F.  S.  Newcomer,  M.  D.,  Prof,  tfateria  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

Charles  E.  Wright,  M.  D.,  of  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  faculty  ta«e  appointed,  haTe  organized,,  mnder  the  km  of  ^e 
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State,  with  a  capital  Btock  of  $100,000,  and  have  leased,  for  a  term  of 
years,  the  building,  in  coarse  of  erection,  on  Delaware  street,  opposite 
the  court  house,  where  the  necessary  rooms  will  be  fitted  up  on  the 
most  improYed  plans. 

The  first  course  of  lectures  will  be  delivered  next  fall  and  winter, 
commencing  sometime  in  October. 

The  faculty  have  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  lecture  on 
the  subjects  named : 

Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Kar,  Charics  E.  Wright,  M.  B. 

Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  Sjstem,  Wilson  Lockhart,  M.  D.,  J.  H.  Wood- 
bum,  M.  D.,  James  S.  Athon,  H.  D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  Hon.  J.  W.  Gk>rdon,  M.  D.,  and  Judge  S.  E.  Perkins. 
Dental  Surgery,  P.  G.  C.  Hunt,  D.  D.  S.,  and  J.  F.  Johnston,  D.  D.  S. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  consists  of  the  faculty.  Judge  S.  £.  Perkins 
and  Hon.  John  D.  Howland. 

Kbntugkt  School  of  Medicine. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty 
of  this  Bchool,  May  13th,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

WHsaBAS,  The  medical  colleges  of  the  United  States  have,  hitherto,  in  yain 
sought  for  an  expression  of  the  wish  of  the  American  Medical  Profession  in  regard 
to  the  amount  of  fees  proper  for  a  single  official  course  of  collegiate  lectures;  and 

WoBaiAS,  The  American  Medical  Association  did.  hy  a  vote  oonspicuoudy, 
decide  on  the  6th  of  May,  1S69,  that  $120  should  be  accepted  as  the  minimum 
amount  to  be  charged  for  such  a  course  of  lectures;  and 

WHiaa4J,  This  vote  is  morally  and  honorably  binding  upon  all  who  person- 
ally or  by  delegate  authority  entered  into  it;  and 

WHiasAS,  The  Faculty  of  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  in  common  with 
all  reputable  members  of  the  medical  profession,  accepts  the  decisions  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  ABSociation  as  representing,  through  its  delegate  organization,  the 
sentiment  and  desire  of  the  great  body  of  American  physicians ; 

B$  it  kerthy  resolved^  That  the  Faculty  of  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine 
acknowledges  this  officially  expressed  wish  of  the  Association  as  its  guide  in  this 
relation,  and  that  it  will  hereafter  charge  $120  for  each  official  course  of  its  colle- 
giate lectures.  L.  J.  Faataa,  M.  D.,  J>eam. 

The  undersigned,  by  a  special  vote  of  the  Faculty,  is  instructed  to  send  a  copy 
of  the  above  proceedings  to  the  Deans  of  Medical  Schools  in  the  United  States,  for 
the  information  of  their  respective  Schools ;  and  to  also  send  a  copy  to  each  Amer- 
ican Medical  Journal,  with  the  request,  that  the  facts  mentioned  may  be  made 
public  in  such  manner,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  editors  of  these  Journals  may 
appear  expedient  and  best.  L.  J.  FaASSi,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

LounriLLB,  Kxntuckt,  Mat,  1S69. 

Columbus,  Mat  26, 1869. 
Dr.  Thbophilub  PAByiN— Dear  Sir: — ^Please  anaonnoe  in   the 
Weukm  Joumai  ^/Medictne,  that  the  meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medi- 
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cal  Society,  for  Tuesday,  June  8th,  will  be  held  in  the  hall  of  House 
RepresentatiTes,  and  that  arrangements  for  the  return  of  members  and 
their  families,  free  on  certificate  of  attendance,  have  been  completed 
with  the  following  roads : 

Little  Miami  and  Columbus  &  Xenia;  Baltimore  &  Ohio;  Panhan- 
dle; Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati,  including  the  Springfield  & 
Columbus  via  Delaware;  the  Columbus,  Chicago  &  Indiana,  and  the 
Cincinnati,  Sandusky  &  Columbus,  including  London  branch. 

All  applications  have  been  made  in  person,  and  so  far,  without  ez- 
eeptioBS,  received  affirmative  replies.  Other  applications  are  being 
made  by  proxy  and  by  letter,  and  the  success  has  been  such,  up  to 
this  time,  as  to  justify  the  expectation  that  our  railroad  companies 
will  give  us  every  facility  we  can  reasonably  ask  or  desire. 

I  think  it  safe  to  predict  that  this  will  be  the  most  successful  meet^ 
ing  the  Society  has  ever  had. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  every  physician  in  the  State,  (as 
well  as  a  liberal  sprinkling  of  those  of  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Western 
Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania),  who  wishes  to  see  and  make  the  acquain- 
tance of  every  other  physician,  that  he  will  do  well  to  embrace  this 
opportunity.  J.  W.  Hamilton, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee, 

Oil  of  Tubfsntini  in  Affections  of  the  Skin. — Prof.  Von  Er- 
lach  and  £.  Lucke  have  recently  communicated  the  results  of  their 
experience  in  the  external  use  of  oil  of  turpentine  for  parasitic  affec- 
tions of  the  skin  as  it  acts  quickly,  and  upon  the  whole  of  the  diseased 
fitmcture.  Alcohol,  it  is  stated,  does  not  extend  its  action  to  the 
spores,  etc.^  seated  deeply  at  the  bottom  of  the  follicles;  and  iodine 
requires  frequent  applications,  and  is  often  useless.  Cases  of  herpes 
tonsumiis  and  mentagra  are  reported,  in  which  a  rapid  cure  was  brought 
about  by  brushing  oil  of  turpentine  over  the  diseased  surfaces.  The 
same  agent  has  been  employed  in  a  similar  manner  by  Lucke  in  cases 
of  surgical  erysipelas,  with  great  success.  According  to  the  results  of 
nine  reported  cases,  recovery  takes  place  in  about  three  days.  The 
local  application  of  the  turpentine  was  followed  by  a  rapid  disappear* 
ance  of  the  eruption,  and  by  an  immediate  fall  in  the  temperature  of 
the  body.  The  last  fact  is  explained  by  Luoke  as  due  to  a  destruction 
of  septio  material  at  the  inflamed  surface,  and  a  conseqvent  diminutiom 
of  the  general  fever.— BerZtner  Klinitcke  Wochensckri/t,  45 j  1868. 
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Thu  it  will  be  leen  tliat  if  mail  hu  paMioni  which  impel  him  to  the  deetmctlon  of  man,  if 
ke  be  the  only  animal  who,  deepliing  hii  natural  meane  of  attack  and  defence,  haa  deTlwd  new 
■eane  of  deetraetlon,  he  is  alio  the  only  animal  who  hai  the  deein,  or  the  power,  to  reliere  the 
■afBrlnfi  of  hii  Mlow  dtiieni,  and  In  whom  the  co^zistenoe  of  teaeon  and  beneTolence  attests 
amoral  as  well  as  an  intellectnal  snperlority.— ^kayw*  Clxhxcal  Mm>]ciMX. 


Vol.  IV.  INDIANAPOLIS,  JULY,  1869.  No.  VII. 


ON  SICK  STOMACH  AND  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY,  WITH 
KBPOET  OF  A  CASE  WHICH  PROVED  FATAL. 


BT  W.  T.   8.  OOBNXTT,   H.  D., 

Formerly  of  Versailles,  now  ot  Kadiion,  Indiana. 


I  wu  called  on,  March  28tli,  1863,  to  yisit  Mrs.  C.  S ,  aged 

twentj-eight,  an  eduoated  and  intelligent  lady  of  general  good  health. 
I  learned  from  her  that  she  was  pregnant  for  the  first  time,  and  was 
advanced  about  one  month  in  her  term  of  gestation.  I  was  called  on 
account  of  sick  stomach  and  vomiting,  which  had  become  so  annoying 
as  to  demand  attention.  Many  remedies  were  used,  one  after  another, 
and  every  diversity  in  the  way  of  food  which  our  ingenuity  could  sug- 
gest, but  without  success.  Small  doses  of  morphia,  Biade  into  pill  with 
bread  crumb  seemed  to  give  more  relief  than  any  other  remedy.  Next 
to  this  I  may  name  minute  doses  of  sulphuric  acid  and  brandy,  as 
recommended  by  Dr.  Lee,  of  Philadelphia. 

About  the  8th  of  June  I  had  reached  the  conclusion,  from  careful 
observation  upon  the  progress  of  the  case,  and  the  futility  of  remedies, 
that  she  must  perish  unless  the  uterus  could  be  relieved  of  its  con- 
tents. I  stated  my  opinion  to  her  husband  and  demanded  a  consulta- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  considering  its  propriety.  My  proposition  was 
oommanicated  to  her^and  I  was  informed  that  she  begged  to  have  the 
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consultation  deferred;  stating  that  her  mother,  who  had  raised  quite  s 
family,  had  always  suffered  much  in  the  same  way  during  the  earlier 
months  of  pregnancy,  and  that  she  hoped  to  ^et  hetter  after  a  time,  as 
her  mother  had  done.  Her  hushand  was  now  called  from  home  on 
business  and  was  absent  for  a  week.  On  his  return  I  renewed  my  de- 
mand for  a  consultation  which  was  now  acceded  to.  A  gentleman  of 
long  experience  in  business  (now  deceased)  was  called,  and  after  exam- 
ining the  case,  learning  its  history  and  treatment,  delivered  an  opinion 
adverse  to  the  conclusion  which  I  had  reached.  He  thought  there 
was  yet  hope  of  success  without  resort  to  the  procurement  of  abortion, 
and  suggested  the  oxalate  of  cerium  (which  I  had  not  used)  as  the 
remedy  which  would  be  most  likely  to  bring  relief.  On  questioning  him 
in  reference  to  it  I  was  satisfied  that  his  confidence  was  based  more 
upon  eulogiums  pronounced  upon  it  by  Professor  Simpson  than  from 
his  personal  experience.  She  was  now  placed  upon  the  use  of  the 
remedy,  which  was  faithfully  persevered  in  for  several  days  without 
any  perceptible  good  effect.  I  now  wrote  the  Doctor  for  his  forther 
advice,  who,  in  reply,  urged  me  to  proceed  without  further  loss  of  time 
to  relieve  the  uterus  of  its  contents.  This  I  now  declined  to  do,  being 
well  satisfied  that  she  had  reached  a  degree  of  exhaustion  incompati- 
ble with  the  propriety  of  such  a  procedure.  She  died  on  the  26th  of 
June,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  as  I  think,  purely 
of  inanition.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  disease  of  the  stomach,  or 
uterus,  or  any  other  organ,  independent  of  the  sympathetic  irritation 
from  pregnancy.  I  know  there  are  gentlemen  high  in  authority  who 
would  join  issue  with  me  here.  They  contend  when  the  case  ends  in 
death  that  it  is  caused  by  organic  disease  of  the  stomach,  or  uterus, 
and  that  the  procurement  of  abortion  would  accomplish  nothing.  I 
ean  not  state  positively  that  no  organic  disease  of  the  stomach  existed 
in  this  case,  as  no  post  mortem  was  had.  I  knew  the  lady  well  for 
years  anterior  to  her  death,  was  physician  to  her  father's  family,  and 
believed  her  to  have  been  in  good  health  up  to  the  time  of  conception. 
Before  I  conclude  this  paper,  cases  will  be  referred  to  which  ended  in 
death,  where  no  organic  lesion  was  found  on  post  mortem  examination. 
With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  resorting  to  the  procurement  of  abor- 
tion as  a  measure  of  relief,  there  is  difference  of  opinion  amongst  those 
high  in  authority.  Professor  Hodge,  I  believe,  (I  speak  from  memory), 
thinks  it  should  never  be  resorted  to.  This,  as  a  rule,  ts,  perhaps,  cor- 
rect; but  that  exceptional  cases  do  sometimes  occur  I  have  ho  doubt. 
In  forty  years  of  observation  I  have  seen  but  the  one  case  which 
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proved  fatal.  The  late  Professor  J.  P.  Harrison  speaks  of  one  "which 
occurred  in  his  practice.  Our  records  upon  this  subject  in  this  country 
are  meagre — in  France  they  are  more  full.  For  some  time  anterior  to 
death  this  lady  complained  of  dimness  of  sight,  accompanied  by  dila- 
tation of  the  pupils,  which  continued  up  to  the  period  of  death.  It 
was  strangely  suggested  that  this  was  caused  by  the  morphia  which 
had  been  used.  It  is  a  symptom  which  very  uniformly  occurs  in  cases 
of  starvation.  It  occurred  in  all  the  cases  seen  by  M.  Dubois,  which 
will  be  referred  to  further  along. 

In  the  physiological  experiments  of  M.  Chossat,  in  1841,  which  se- 
cured  him  the  gold  medal  from  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  of 
Paris,  forty -eight  warm-blooded  animals  were  made  the  subjects  of 
starvation,  and  dilatation  of  the  pupil  is  noted  as  having  occurred  in 
every  instance  anterior  to  death.  See  account  of  experiments  con- 
densed from  Annals  D'HygienCy  by  J.  R.  Beck,  for  American  Journal 
of  Med.y  volume  II,  1844,  pages  264-5.  Starvation  causes  debil- 
ity of  the  whole  organism  in  which,  the  retina  participates,  and  being 
BO  longer  fally  sensible  to  the  stimulus  of  light,  or,  unable  to  trans- 
mit it  to  the  brain,  the  third  nerve  does  not  receive  any  impulse  from 
the  brain,  and,  therefore,  does  not  contract  the  pupil — hence  the  dila- 
tation. 

I  will  now  quote  from  the  Gaxette  Medicale  de  Paru,  as  I  find  it  in 
volume  I,  pages  250-1,  American  Journal  of  Med.j  1853,  the  views 
of  M.  Dubois  and  Professor  Stoltx  : 

"  Indaction  of  abortion  in  the  vomiting  of  pregnant  women.  During  a  recent 
discussion  at  the  Academie  de  Medecine,  M.  P.  Dubois  states  the  results  of  his  ex- 
perience in  relation  to  obstinate  vomiting  in  pregnancy.  In  proof  that  this  is  often 
a  more  dangerous  affection  than  is  usually  supposed,  he  stated  that  in  the  course  of 
thirteen  years,  he  had  met  with  twenty  cases  which  had  proved  fatal.  That  obsti- 
nate vomiting  is  but  the  exaggeration  of  the  natural  sympathetic  vomiting  of  preg- 
nancy, and  not  due  to  any  special  lesion,  is  proved  by  the  facts  that  at  the  auto- 
psies nothing  is  found,  and  that  when  the  process  of  gestation  becomes  arrested, 
whether  spontaneously  or  artificially,  the  vomiting  is  ordinarily  put  an  end  to,  al- 
though the  woman  may  not  be  delivered  until  several  days  after,  of  a  dead  child,' 
and  may  yet  die  of  the  effects  of  what  she  has  already  undergone.  M.  Dubois  re- 
fers to  several  cases  in  which  the  women,  apparently  at  the  point  of  death,  were 
saved  by  the  apontaneoiu  death  of  the  foetus,  this  being  expelled  only  sometime  af- 
terwards. In  respect  to  the  question  of  how  far  artificial  interference  is  attended 
with  the  same  result,  he  furnishes  notes  of  the  four  cases  in  which  he  has  employed 
it.  Three  of  these  cases  died,  and  one  recovered — this  last  being  added  to  the 
other  cases  on  record,  making  the  number  of  recoveries  he  is  aware  of  certainly 
seven,  and  probably  nine.    In  all  the  cases,  however,  whether  fortunate  or  not,. 
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the  Tojniting  was  Buipended  by  the  operation.  The  difficnltj  it,  indeed,  to  fix  the 
period  at  which  this  should  be  resorted  to ;  for  it  is  the  natural  desire  to  delay  this 
as  long  as  possible,  which  leads  to  the  fatal  result — the  woman  dying,  in  fact,  from 
the  exhaustion  and  prolonged  abstinence  which  the  yomiting  has  induced,  prior  to 
the  operation  for  arresting  it  being  undertaken.  M.  Dubois  lays  down  as  a  rule, 
never  to  perform  it  when  the  signs  of  extreme  exhaustion  are  present,  as  eridenoed 
by  considerable  loss  of  vision,  cephalalgia,  comatose  somnolence,  and  disorder  of 
the  intellectual  faculties.  On  the  other  hand,  we  should  also  abstain  from  operar 
ting  when  the  Tomiting,  though  violent  and  frequent,  still  allows  of  some  aliment 
being  retained;  when  the  patient,  though  wasted  and  feeble,  is  not  obliged  to  keep 
'her  bed;  when  the  suffering  has  not  yet  induced  intense  and  continuous  febrile 
action;  and  when  other  means  still  remain  untried.  In  the  first  case  we  should 
not  save^.  our  patient,  but,  perhaps,  accelerate  death,  and  bring  discredit  on  the 
operation ;  while,  in  the  other,  we  should  sacrifice  a  pregnancy  that  might  have 
gone  on  to  the  full  time.  It  is,  therefore,  the  intermediate  period  that  should  be 
chosen,  and  this  is  characterized  by  the  following  signs:  /Vr«<— Almost  incessant 
vomiting  by  which  all  alimentary  substances,  and  sometimes  the  smallest  drop  of 
water,  are  rejected.  Secand^-W Mting  and  debility,  which  condemn  the  patient  to 
absolute  rest.  Third — Syncope,  brought  on  by  the  least  movement  or  mental 
emotion.  Fourth — Harked  change  in  the  features.  ^f^A^Severe  and  continuous 
fisbrile  action.  Sixth-^An  excessive  and  penetrating  acidity  of  the  breath.  SetetUk 
—The  failure  of  all  other  means.  But  even  within  this  period,  which  is  of  varia- 
ble duration,  the  opportune  moment  must  be  chosen.  This  seems  to  have  arrived, 
when  the  inefilcacy  of  the  most  approved  treatment  has  been  proved,  when  fever 
is  found  to  persist,  and  the  debility  and  wasting  of  the  patient  are  making  sensible 
progress.  The  attendant  should  now  declare  that  the  operation  is  indicated,  leav- 
ing to  the  patient  and  her  iViends  the  duty  of  deciding  upon  its  adoption. 

*<Prof.  Stolz,  of  Strasburg,  has  published  a  highly  interesting  communication 
upon  this  subject,  in  which  he  also  states  his  belief  that  vomiting  during  preg- 
nancy is  much  oflener  fatal  than  is  usually  supposed.  He  relates  four  cases  from 
among  others  that  have  come  under  his  own  notice.  In  three  of  these,  death 
occurred,  and  life  was  siLved  by  the  operation  in  the  fourth,  although  the  case  seemed 
hopeless.  M.  Stolz  lays  great  stress  on  the  operation  being  performed  in  good  time, 
because  if  we  wait  until  the  effects  of  the  sympathetic  reaction  constitute  in  them- 
selves a  serious  disease,  the  evacuation  of  the  womb  does  not  induce  a  cessation  of 
these,  and  may,  in  certain  cases,  even  hasten  death — ^life,  so  to  say,  hanging  upon 
a  thread.  It  is,  undoubtedly,  difficult  to  say  when  the  inoment  has  arrived  that 
,  we  can  no  longer  hope  for  benefit  from  nature  or  therapeutical  agents.  But  may 
not  the  same  objection  be  made  with  regard  to  many  important  surgical  operations? 
It  is  true  that  neither  spontaneous  nor  artificial  abortion  always  saves  the  life  in 
these  cases;  but  there  is  a  great  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  those  who  do  so,  and 
who  still  abvocate  the  operation  in  the  case  of  narrow  pelvis.  A  woman  who  has 
undergone  artificial  abortion  for  obstinate  vomiting,  may  hereafter  (and  these  cases 
mostly  accur  in  primiparae,)  give  birth  to  a  living  child,  which  can  never  be  the 
case  in  one  who  has  so  narrow  a  pelvis  as  to  call  for  the  induction  of  abortion 
rather  than  premature  labor." 
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From  Oaz,  det.  Hop,  (See  NasliTille  Journal,  volume  IX,  page 
504): 

"  VoiriTivo  During  Pbiokancy. — In  an  interesting  thesis  upon  the  non-coerci- 
ble romiting  of  pregnancy,  and  especially  in  relation  to  the  induction  of  artificial 
deliTery,  M.  Gastaya  has  collected  fifty-eight  cases  that  hare  been  pablished  by 
▼arious  aathors.  He  distribates  those  according  to  their  mode  of  termination,  into 
fire  gronpa :  Fint—Qtmtf^  which  prored  fatal^  twenty-four,  without  abortion  ocear- 
ring,  and  notwithstanding  every  variety  of  treatment.  Second — Cases  of  reooreiy, 
eleven,  after  spontaneous  abortion,  or  after  the  infimt  has  died,  although  the  expul- 
sion was  sometime  delayed.  Third— Csae&  of  recovery,  three,. without  spontane- 
ous abortion.  FowrtK — Fatal  cases,  three,  notwithstanding  spontaneous  abortion, 
thia'occurring  too  late  to  avail,  the  patient's  powers  being  exhausted.  Fiflh — 
Gases  of  artificial  abortion,  seventeen ;  these  are  subdivided  into  two  groups,  suo- 
ceaiftil,  fourteen,  and  unsuccessfiil,  three.  In  these  eases,  pregnancy  was  mflS- 
dently  advanced  to  admit  of  a  living  child  being  bom,  as  well  as  the  mother's 
life  being  saved.  Thus,  in  fifty-eight  cases,  we  have  thirty  deaths  and  twenty- 
eight  recoveries.  Of  these  last,  eleven  cases  were  due  to  spontaneous  abortion, 
three  to  medicine  employed,  and  fourteen  to  the  operation." 

Dr.  Chailly,  (^BulL  Oen.  de  Therap.,  October,  1844),  relates  the 
particulars  of  three  cases  of  Yomiting  during  pregnancy,  which  proyed 
fatal  by  its  seyerity.  In  the  first  case,  the  patient  died  in  the  fonr- 
teenth  week,  of  utcro -gestation;  and  vomiting  unattended  by  fever, 
had  existed  for  three  months.  There  was  no  lesion  of  the  stomach, 
but  *' evident  inflammation  of  the  decidna.  In  the  second  case,  death 
took  place  at  the  same  period,  and  obstinate  vomiting  had  existed  from 
the  very  beginning  of  pregnancy.  Yery  slight  lesions  were  found  in 
the  stomach,  but  there  was  sanguineous  engorgement  of  the  decidua 
and  of  the  uterine  tissue,  with  softening  and  thickening  of  the  uterine 
parietes.  In  the  third  case,  death  took  place  at  four  and  a  half  months, 
the  patient  being  then  in  a  state  of  complete  marasmus,  from  vomit- 
ing, which  had  existed  for  two  months."  See  Am.  Jour.  Med.y  vol- 
ume I,  1846.  , 

Tbeathint. — I  will  now  proceed  to  speak  of  some  of  the  reme- 
dial means  which  have  been  found  useful  under  varying  circumstances* 

Dr.  Stackler  communicated  to  the  Society  of  Bas.  Bhin,  two  cases 
of  obstinate  vomiting  in  pregnant  women,  which  yielded  to  the  black 
oxide  of  mercury.  Dr.  Jauger  also  referred  to  oases  cured  by  the 
same  remedy.  Am.  Jour.  Med.,  volume  I,  1846. 

M.  Bretonneau  and  M.  Trousseau,  have  each  reported  cases  of 
obstinate  vomiting  during  pregnancy,  relieved  by  a  belladonna  lotion 
applied  to  the  hypogastric  region.  Same  journal,  volume  II,  page 
225,  1848. 
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Dr.  J.  B.  Sclunidt,  vhen  yomitiiig  in  pregnascy  may  be  regaided 
as  a  neurosis,  gives  with  success,  two  drops  tincture  iodine  every  tva 
hours.  This  practice  is  also  recommended  by  Dr.  Eulenberg,  Am. 
Jour.y  volume  II,  page  272,  1857. 

M.  Teissier,  reports  a  case  in  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy,  which 
had  become  so  reduced  as  to  induce  him  to  think  seriously  of  induc- 
ing abortion  as  a  means  of  saving  her  life ;  but  as  a  last  resort,  tried 
with  success,  pepsine  as-follows,  viz :  One  gramme,  to  be  divided  into 
two  doses,  and  taken  every  day  in  a  spoonfHil  of  broth.  See  Am.  Jour. 
Med.,  volume  II,  1858. 

M.  Corvisart,  M.  Brandot,  and  M.  Gentitec,  all  recommend  pepsine. 
The  latter,  in  London  Lancet^  relates  a  very  severe  and  obstinate  caae 
in  which  ten  grain  doses  acted  like  a  charm.  See  Am.  Jour.  Med.y 
volume  II,  page  270,  1860. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Bagot,  in  Duhlin  Medical  Press,  October,  1859,  states 
that  after  failing  with  other  remedies,  he  has  succeeded  in  extreme 
cases  with  calomel,  given  so  as  to  cause  slight  salivation,  Am.  Jour.y 
volume  I,  page  275,  1860. 

Dr.  Charles  B.  Lee,  physician  to  Blockley  Hospital,  Philadelphia, 
uses  for  vomiting  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  creasote,  prussie 
acid,  and  better  still,  minute  doses  of  sulphuric  acid  and  brandy.  For 
vomiting  in  advanced  pregnancy,  he  has  found  oxalate  of  cerium  pre- 
ferable. He  gives  it  in  a  two  grain  pill  every  third  hour.  See  his  essay 
upon  this  subject,  Am.  Jour.  Med.,  volume  II,  page  391, 1869. 

Many  other  remedies  have  been  used  sometimes  with  good  effects, 
such  as  various  of  the  tonics,  antispasmodics,  narcotics,  absorbents, 
sugar  of  lead,  tinct.  nux  vomica,  in  doses  of  four  drops  every  two 
hours,  &c. 

Dr.  Henry  Bennet,  London  Lancet,  January,  1865,  thinks  that 
intractable  sickness  during  pregnancy  is  generally  occasioned  by  the 
antecedent  existence  of  inflammation  of  the  body,  or  of  the  neck  of  the 
uterus,  and  that  under  such  circumstances  it  is  vain  to  expect  medi- 
cine to  accomplish  relief.  "In  such  cases,  a  few  touches  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  and  an  astringent  injection,  will  arrest  sickness  that  has  baf- 
fled the  skill  of  half  a  dozen  medical  men  and  the  resources  of  the 
pharmacopcDia.  I  have  thus  saved  the  lives  of  many  children,  and  I 
believe  some  mothers.*'  See  Am.  Jour.  Med.,  volume  I,  page  624, 
1866. 

Also,  in  such  cases  as  referred  to  by  Bennet,  Dr.  Warren,  of  Bos- 
ton, recommends  slight  pencillings  with  nitrate  of  silver.    He  says: 
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Ib  cases  attended  with  much  neuralgic  pain  and  excessiye  lencorrhoDal 
secretion,  he  str.ongiy  recammends  the  following : 

B«    Tincture  Bensonii,  ^L 

Chloric  ethtr,  ^L 

Acet  Morphia,  grs.  ii. 
X.     It  sboald  be  painted  apon  the  cervix  once  in  three  or  foor  days. 

Dr.  Warren  also  remarks  that  he  has  used  with  benefit^  iojeetions 
ef  ferri  alumini,  ^i ;  infus.  opii,  ^ii ;  aqusB  dist.  S^iii* — Boston  Mtd* 
teal  and  Surgical  Journal,  from  Western  Lancet,  volume  II,  page 
763,  1859. 

Sick  stomach  and  yomiting  are  sometimes  caused  by  mal-position  of 
the  uterus.  When  this  is  ascertained  to  be  the  case,  the  organ  should, 
of  course,  be  restored  to  its  nornutl  position. 

I  stated  in  the  forepart  of  this  paper,  that  opinion  was  divided  as 
to  the  propriety  of  resorting  to  operative  procedure  in  bad  cases.  In 
addition  to  what  I  have  already  quoted  from  Dubois,  Stolts,  and  M. 
Chossat,  on  the  subject,  I  will  state  that  M.  Cazeaux  is  opposed  to  it 
because  no  special  time  can  be  fixed.  Villeneuve  is  in  favor  of  it  when 
tbe  life  of  mother  or  child  is  seriously  endangered.  Hohl  objects, 
because  such  cases  rarely  prove  fatal.  Churchill  and  Lee,  have  by  this 
means  obtained  very  satis&ctory  results.  0.  Braun  recommends  it 
only  when  the  life  of  the  mother  is  seriously  endangered.  See  Am. 
Jjour.  Med.,  volume  I,  pages  543-4,  1864. 

I  have  now  brought  together  in  a  condensed 'fbrm,  material  upon 
this  important  subject,  which  occupies  a  widely  scattered  position  in 
our  professional  annals,  and  hope  it  may  be  found  convenient  and  pro£> 
itable  for  reference  by  such  of  my  professional  brethren  as  may  find 
themselves  involved  in  the  treatment  of  such  serious  cases  aa  the  one 
which  I  have  herewith  reported. 


DEATH    FROM    CHLOROFORM. 


BY  W.  E.  JONES,  M.  D.,  CIRCLEYILLE,  OHIO. 


In  the  May  number  of  your  journal  may  be  found  some  interesting 
theorizing  by  Dr.  Z.  C.  McElroy.  The  caption  of  the  article  in  question 
reads,  "2%c  oonvernon  of  gravity  into  organic  force  in  resuscitation  from 
impending  death  from  overdoses  of  Chloroform.^^ 
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In  order  to  render  the  sabject  somewhat  clear,  the  author  Imjb 
down  a  few  ^^fundamental  proponiians"  some. of  which  he  informa  tiie 
reader  are  original.  This  precaation  seemed  abeolutelj  necessary — 
one  claiming  to  set  forth  ^^The  onify  pa$nhle  definite  eoncepHan  of  haw 
chhrofarm  de$tray$  liftj  canniient  toith  the  knoum  faet$  of  the  anaiom^y 
phenology  and  pathology  of  the  human  body,*'  should  hare  a  firm  sub- 
8tratam.on  which  to  build.  It  is  not  anpleasant  to  have  our  philosophy 
changed,  when  the  correction  is  made  by  facts.  These  alterations  work 
for  the  good  of  science;  bat  the  nomenclature  of  things  unknown, 
gains  nothing  by  change  of  terms,  without  alteration  in  the  ideas  of 
relation.  While  it  is  easy  to  say,  ^^The  so-called  vital  force  or  /orcee, 
have  hitherto  been  a  great  ttumhling  block  in  the  pathway  of  inveUiga- 
tion  in  the  phenomena  of  organic  h/e,"  it  is  no  trivial  task  to  remoYC 
this  obstacle  out  of  the  ^HnveeHgcUion,^'  and  if  removed,  what  would 
there  be  left  to  investigate?  The  doctor  attempts  it,  howeTer,by  mul- 
tiplication— by  using  two  terms,  expressive  of  these  forces,  for  one 
term  and  one  force.  If  comprehended  correctly,  he  speaks  of  a  force 
^confined  entirely  ^^  to  the  preservation  of  types  and  forms  of  organs 
and  tissues — ^a  ^^form  force  or  architect  of  organization^"  and  an  or- 
ganizing  forccy^  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  form  force  or  architect* 
What  these  forces  are — ^how  divided  and  subdivided,  how  all  or  any  are 
generated — he  has  not  given  any  definite  idea.  At  one  time  they 
are  spoken  of  as  dependent  manifestations,  while  at  another,  as  inhe- 
rent qualities  of  matter,  connected  with  the  ordinary  physical  forces 
of  the  universe,  readily  transmuted  from  one  mode  to  that  of  another 
-^from  gravity  to  the  dynamics  of  life. 

These  speculations  are  alluded  to,  more  from  the  conclusions  formed, 
than  from  any  real  importance  in  the  distinctions  created.  For  it  is 
stated,  rather  as  an  objection  to  the  term  vital  force,  ''  that  it  would 
make  man  immortal ''  by  perpetuating  the  forms  of  organic  life.  Still 
his  new  forces  do  not  escape  a  like  objection.  It  may  be  asked,  why 
they  cease — ^why  the  ^^ architect,''  ^^ form  f wee,''  and  other /orce«,  which 
have  builded  the  temple  ''of  constantly  changing  material''  once, 
should  not  be  able  to  continue  it  in  existence  indefinitely? 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  these  ^^propositions  "  and  deductions  were 
left  in  so  much  obscurity  that  they  apparently  exhibit  a  want  of  agree- 
ment. 

Three  things,  however,  the  doctor  lays  down  as  facts  arrived  at 
inductively,  viz: 
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Jfirtt — ^When  death  ocean  from  chloroform,  "it  is  oZtrtfyt  dm  to  pantljais  of 
the  heart  or  Inngs,  or  both." 

Aomtf— That  "the  peialjais  is  mvariahljf  owing  to  arrest  of  desfmctiYe  met** 
morphods  in  the  nerre  masses  supplying  their  dynamics." 

Tkird — That  the  arrest  of  destructive  metamorphosis  in  the  cerebellum  and 

medulla  oblongata,  or  nerre  masses  supplying  the  dynamics  of  circulation  and 

,  mpiration,  is  canted  hy  a  deficiency  of  oxygen  in  the  blood  and  diminished  volume  qf 


It  would  seem  unfortunate  for  the  first  conclusion,  that  the  numer- 
ous experiments  upon  quadrupeds,  as  well  as  observations  made  upon 
mankind,  liylng  and  dead,  show  that  chloroform,  seldom,  if  ever,  pro- 
duces paralysis  of  the  heart,  or  affects  the  functions  of  this  organ 
directly — the  failure,  when  it  occurs,  is  a  natural  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  respiration. 

Respecting  the  second  and  third  conclusions,  (as  drawn  from  Dr. 
Mobley's  case),  there  are  no  facts  from  which  such  inferences  can  log- 
ically be  drawn.  But  on  the  contrary,  experiments  teach  the  respira- 
tory sense  is  not  generated  by  the  cerehellunij  medulla  ohhvigata,  and 
nerves,  nor  hy  their  destructive  metamorphons ;  but  is  transmitted  to 
ihe  medulla  from  every  part  of  the  body  receiving  oxygen  carrying 
fluid ;  and  it  is  the  nufpennon  of  this  sense  that  causes  death,  when  the 
casualty  is  produced  by  anaesthesia.  Now,  while  the  doctor  says  it  is 
napended  by  the  arrest  of  the  destructive  metamorpTiosiSj  from  want  of 
oxygen  in  the  blood  furnished  the  nervous  masses,  experiments  have 
repeatedly  shown  that  destructive  metamorphosis  goes  on  undisturbed, 
in  an  atmosphere  of  hydrogen  and  nitrogen,  and  that  it  is  in  no  way  con- 
nected, or  directly  dependent  upon  the  absorption  of  oxygen,  and  that 
the  respiratory  sense  is  augmented  in  the  inverse  ratio  to  the  amount 
of  free  oxygen  in  the  body— everything  diminishing  the  oxygen  in- 
creases the  respiratory  sense,  and  augments  muscular  contraction, 
whether  it  be  from  the  loss  of  the  life-giving  principle  in  hemorrhage, 
or  a  restriction  through  the  pulmonic  channels.  Experiments  have 
also  shown,  that  destructive  metamorphosis  is  not  arrested  by  ancesthesia 
— ^that  chloroform  does  not  diminish  the  oxygen  of  the  body.  There- 
fore, we  can  not  say  the  respiratory  sense,  in  these  fatal  cases,  is  inva- 
riably suspended  for  want  of  oxygen,  for  we  know  it  may  be  suspended 
from  other  causes,  alike  in  subjects  under,  as  well  as  not  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform.  Artificial  respiration  completely  suspends 
this  sense,  and  the  muscles  of  inspiration  and  expiration  become  '^  par- 
alyzed '*  in  the  same  way  as  when  under  an  overdose  of  chloroform^  so 
long  as  the  oxygen  is  supplied  in  this  way. 
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No  one,  however,  m  jet,  has  suggeeted  tliat  destnictiYe  metaaor- 
pbosb  of  the  cerebellum  and  medulla  oblongata  %$  amtted^  beeanae 
no  muscular  contractions  of  the  cheat  take  place  during  these  experi- 
ments. 

In  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  deaths  reported  by  Snow  and  Kidd, 
ninety-six  deaths  transpired  very  soon  after  the  administration;  and 
Dr.  Marcet,  a  competent  observer,  says,  he  believes  a  spasmodic  clos- 
ure of  the  glottis  (and  not  paralysis),  takes  place  from  the  action 
of  chloroform.  He  was  led  to  this  conclusion,  "  Because  several  sub- 
stances possessing  anaesthetic  properties,  are  positively  known  when 
present  in  the  blood  to  have  given  rise  to  closure  of  the  glottis.'* 
^^Second — Because  the  symptoms  of  death  from  chloroform,  are  con- 
sistent, more  or  less,  with  sudden  asphyxia;"  and  Third — "Because 
the  post-mortem  appearances  after  death  from  chloroform,  may  be 
accounted  for  by  assuming  that  death  has  taken  place  from  asphyxia.'* 

In  two  instances  of  alarming  suspension  of  respiration  from  chlo- 
roform under  my  care,  this  seemed  to  be  the  cause;  at  least  when  res- 
piration returned,  the  first  inspiration  was  of  the  character  as  that 
from  the  removal  of  some  mechanical  or  spasmodic  obstruction  in  the 
upper  portion  of  the  air  passage ;  the  air  entering  as  into  a  vacuum ; 
and  several  cases  have  been  reported  as  saved  by  Dr.  Petries'  plan — 
by  drawing  the  tongue  forward,  and  thus  overcoming  obstructions  that 
may  exist  to  air  entering  the  larynx. 

One  thing  is,  however,  quite  apparent — the  recoveries  from  dan- 
gerous symptoms  of  chloroform,  are  attributed  to  a  most  singular 
variety  of  circumstances — circumstances,  too,  which  have  had  little  or 
nothing  to  do  in  sustaining  or  regaining  the  life  forces.  One  says  this^ 
another  that.  The  correspondent  of  the  MedUal  News  and  GuzeUe 
saved  the  life  of  his  patient  by  injecting  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water 
into  the  rectum,  while  Dr.  Mobley  would  have  us  infer  that  his  recov- 
ered by  inverting  the  body  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees — both 
recovered  vitality,  after  the  pulse  was  almost  impereeptiblej  and  the 
movements  of  the  thorax  had  almost  ceasedj  and  also  after  the  things 
named  were  done.  But,  taking  another  step,  if  we  should  go  on  con- 
structing theories  of  the  vital  forces,  to  explain  and  reconcile  the  things 
done,  and  recovery  as  the  sequence,  the  science  of  physiology  would 
soon  be  transferred  into  an  ark,  filled  with  a  heterogeneous  mass  of 
attic  trash.  It  is  true,  the  position  of  the  patient  and  change  of  pos- 
ture, have  always  claimed  much  for  mechanical  reasons;  but  not  ever 
before  upon  the  theory  ^^  of  gravity  being  transmuted  into  organic  force^^ 
by  the  most  eiherial  thinkers  in  the  profession.  r^  f 


FORTY  YEARS  PRACTICE,  OR  REPORTS  OP  EXTRAORDI- 
NARY CASES.  

BY  N.  FIELD,  1|. 


On  tlie  20tli  of  Angust,  1863,  Samuel  Rousseau,  nepbew  of  the 
late  Gen.  Rousseau,  a  youth  about  fourteen  years  old,  was  brought 
from  Louisyille  to  Jeffersonvllle  and  placed  under  my  care  for  chronic 
dysentery.  He  had  been  under  medical  treatment  for  several  weeks^ 
without  arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease.  At  the  time  I  saw 
him  the  bloody  dejections  had  ceased,  but  were  succeeded  by  muco- 
purulent discharges,  occasionally  mixed  with  a  dark  foetid  sanies. 
He  had  constant  fever,  tormina  and  tenesmus.  These  were  to  my  mind 
unmistakable  symptoms  of  ulceration  of  the  colon. 

But  notwithstanding  I  regarded  the  case  as  very  unfavorable,  every 
effort  was  made  for  his  relief.  Anodynes,  demulcents,  astringents  and 
indeed  every  remedy  that  promised  the  least  benefit  was  fully  tried 
without  success.  In  the  meantime  the  patient  had  become  greatly 
emaciated;  and  it  was  very  evident  that  without  an  extraordinary 
ehange  fbr  the  better,  he  must  speedily  succumb.  But  what  more 
could  be  done,  was  the  question. 

Reasoning  from  analogy  I  concluded  to  try  chlorate  of  potash. 
Knowing  it  to  be  a  valuable  remedy  for  ulcerations  of  the  mouth, 
tongue  and  fauces,  I  thought  it  might  have  the  same  effect  in  intesti- 
nal ulceration,  provided  it  could  b^  brought  in  contact  with  the  seat 
of  disease  in  sufficient  strength. 

His  aunt,  Mrs.  Patterson,  at  whose  house  he  was  staying,  being  a 
lady  of  much  experience  and  good  judgment  in  nursing,  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  proposed  experiment,  for  such  it  really  was,  anc( 
its  modus  operandi  fully  explained.  Having  practiced  in  her  family 
for  thirty  odd  years,  I  had  always  found  her  an  excellent  assistant  iii 
parrying  out  to  the  letter  my  prescriptions  and  recommendations. 

I  administered  by  the  mouth  a  bolus  of  five  grains  of  chlorate  oi^ 
potash  evi^ry  four  hours,  held  together  by  pulv.  gum  acacia.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  I  dissolved  four  drachms  of  the  salt  in  one  pint  of  warm 
water,  to  be  used  as  an  enema.  For  this  purpose  I  had  the  patienf 
laid  on  his  right  side,  with  his  hips  raised  on  a  pillow,  placing  his 
body  on  an  inclined  plane.     Anticipating  great  difficulty  in  thQ  i^e- 
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tention  of  the  injection,  I  took  the  precaution  to  have  Mrs.  P.  seated 
bj  him  80  as  to  hold  his  hands  securely.  When  the  enema  was  passed 
into  his  bowels,  the  pain  caused  by  its  presence  was  intolerable;  bat 
to  prcYcnt  its  discharge,  the  instant  the  syringe  was  emptied,  I  seised 
the  flabby  integuments  of  the  nates,  folding  them  as  it  were  oyer  the 
anus,  and  held  them  firmly  and  pressed  steadily  against  it  The  pain 
produced  by  the  injection  was  intolerable  for  about  a  half  an  hour. 
But  after  it  became  diffused  along  the  colon  it  gradually  subsided. 
After  holding  him  down  for  one  hour  he  was  released  and  allowed  to 
get  up  if  he  desired  it.  But  the  inclination  had  disappeared.  And  it 
was  some  time  in  the  night  before  the  injection  passed  off. 

On  returning  next  morning,  Mrs.  Patterson  greeted  me  with  the 
good  news  that  the  patient  was  much  better,  not  having  had  more 
than  one  or  two  alvine  discharges  during  the  night. 

From  that  time  he  recovered  rapidly.  If  I  mistake  not,  the  injec- 
tion was  repeated  about  the  second  day  after  the  first,  without,  how- 
ever, producing  the  same  amount  of  pain. 


PROTRACTED  RETENTION  OF  A  BLIGHTED  OVUM. 


BT  W.   H0BB8,   H.  D.,   CARTHAGE,  INDIANA. 

(Bead  before  the  Union  ;Medical  Society  at  Knlghtetovn,  at  their  Jane  seesioD,  1MB,  aad  |vc 
■ented  for  publication  at  their  reqneet.) 


During  the  latter  spring  and  the  summer  months  of  1854, 1  was 
in  attendance  upon  Mrs.  J.,  who  reported  herself  to  me  to  be  pieg- 
nant,  and  without  notes  of  the  case  at  the  time,  or  a  distinct  remem- 
brance of  the  seyeral  symptoms  of  gestation  which  she  presented,  or 
the  order  in  which  they  occurred,  they  were  such  as  satisfied  me  that 
her  conclusions  were  correct.  She  quickened  at  the  time  expecteo, 
and  adranced  to  what  was  supposed  almost  the  first  of  the  seyenth 
month,  when  the  size  of  the  abdomen  and  her  general  contour  fairly 
indicated  the  normal  progress  of  utero-gestation  to  that  period.  At 
this  juncture  the  motions  of  the  foetus  ceased  and  were  never  after- 
wards felt;  all  other  signs  of  pregnancy  disappeared,  and  the  abdomen 
gradually  diminished  in  sise  and  left  no  evidence  of  pregnancy  except 
a  hard  tumor  of  considerable  size  above  the  pubes. 
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All  appearances  of  gestation  haying  subsided,  and  no  miscarriage 
haying  occurred,  I  determined  that  there  had  been  no  pregnancy,  but  that 
it  had  been  simulated  by  some  unknown  affection  of  the  womb,  which 
had  eventuated  in  hypertrophy  of  that  organ.  The  patient  was  about 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  of  medium  stature,  weak  and  nervous,  and  a 
chronic  complainer.  She  had  two  living  children,  and  had  had  one  or 
two  misoarriages  before  I  knew  her. 

From  September,  1854,  when  the  signs  of  pregnancy  disappeared, 
until  September,  1855,  the  state  of  her  health  was  not  noticeably  dif- 
ferent fro|n  what  it  had  been  for  years  before.  I  often  saw  her,  and 
my  calls  were  for  the  treatment  of  chronic  indigestion,  and  the  various 
forms  of  hysteria  from  which  she  had  long  been  a  sufferer.  There 
was  no  return  of  the  catamenia,  but  as  her  health  was  poor,  and  she 
had  before  been  subject  to  great  irregularities  in  the  performance  of 
that  function,  I  thought  but  little  about  it.  She  resided  five  miles 
from  my  office. 

Late  in  September,  1855,  eighteen  months  after  conception  was 
supposed  to  have  taken  place,  and  twelve  months  after  the  last  indica- 
tion of  it  had  disappeared,  and  when  it  had  been  long  since  forgotten, 
the  husband  of  this  patient  called  one  day  three  several  times  for  me 
in  my  absence,  and  at  his  last  visit,  in  order  to  hurry  my  movements 
when  I  returned  home,  he  told  my  wife  to  tell  me  that  his  "  wife's 
womb  had  come  down,  and  was  coming  right  out  of  her.*'  I  arrived 
at  home  about  dark,  and  as  this  was  one  of  my  most  prompt  paying 
customers,  I  hired  a  fresh  horse  and  driver,  and  immediately  set  out 
by  moonshine,  my  mind  occupied  with  the  problem  of  replacing  an 
inverted  uterus. 

Upon  my  arrival  I  found  Mrs.  J.  lying  upon  her  back,  with  her 
knees  tied  together  with  a  garter,  and  her  limbs  straightened.  She 
had  taken  this  precaution,  she  told  me,  to  prevent  the  whole  of  her 
"insides  from  coming  ouf  She  said  her  womb  had  come  down  and 
a  part  of  it  was  "in  the  world."  She  had  no  pain  except  a  little  in 
the  back — was  as  well  as  common  until  early  that  morning,  when  she 
felt  the  organ  descending — was  then  lying  at  ease  except  from  appre- 
hension, and  the  discomfort  of  so  long  maintaining  the  position  in 
which  I  found  her. 

By  the  touch  I  discovered  a  large  tumor  presenting  at  the  vulva, 
and  for  the  moment  my  mind  so  involuntarily  accepted  her 
statement  of  the  case,  that  I  found  myself  determining  upon  the 
means  of  its  replacement  within  the  pelvic  cavity.     It  had  played  such 
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tricks  upon  me  before  tliat  I  could  not  now  doubt  its  treachery.  But 
in  another  instant  my  touch  taught  me  that  I  was  not  handling  a 
mucous  but  a  serous  surface,  and  upon  passing  my  left  hand  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen  of  the  patient,  I  found  a  tumor  about  as 
large  as  my  fist,  which  I  recognized  as  the  uterus  in  its  normal  posi- 
tion after  natural  labor,  hard  and  well  contracted. 

I  next  punctured  that  which  by  this  time  I  had  decided  to  be  an 
amniotic  sac,  and  extracted  a  dead  foetus  which  was  presenting  the 
lower  extremities.  The  placenta  and  membranes  immediately  fol- 
lowed. I  suppose  the  uterus  had  been  empty  since  early  in  the  day,  the 
foetal  mass  being  lodged  in  the  vagina.  There  was  no  hemorrhage — 
not  eyen  the  stain  of  blood. 

The  amniotic  liquor  I  had  no  means  of  examing,  it  having  been 
immediately  absorbed  by  the  bedding!  Its  odor  was  not  much  differ- 
ent from  health,  except  not  quite  so  distinct — there  were  perhaps  twelve 
or  sixteen  fluid  ounces  of  it. 

The  foetus  indicated  by  its  development  that  it  had  arrived  at  the 
sixth  month,  or  a  little  more,  of  uterine  life.  The  whole  ovum,  foe- 
tus, chord,  membranes  and  placenta  were  perfect  and  complete  in  all 
the  ^parts — of  a  dusky  brown  or  yellowish  color,  and  completely 
mummified.  The  appearance  and  feel  of  the  textures  were  much  the 
Bame  except  in  color,  as  though  they  had  been  long  macerated  in  alco- 
hol. They  seemed  as  if  all  the  fiuids  had  been  extracted  from  them, 
and  they  consolidated  by  pressure  and  afterwards  smoked,  but  still 
preserving  a  good  degree  of  softness  and  pliability.  The  placenta 
was  not  more  than  one-fourth  the  usual  size  at  the  sixth  month,  and 
the  foetus  was  proportionally  reduced  in  dimensions,  except  in  length. 

The  patient  convalesced,  if  it  could  be  called  such,  in  a  very  short 
time — ^was  up  and  at  business  in  a  day  or  two,  not  having  been  sick. 

Query  First — Was  the  foetus  which  was  delivered  in  the  last  of 
September,  1855,  the  product  of  a  conception  which  occurred  in  April, 
1854,  about  eighteen  months  before,  and  which  died  in  utero  in  Sep- 
tember, 1854,  about  twelve  months  before  ? 

Answer — It  was;  and  I  base  this  conclusion  upon  the  following 
facts,  viz : 

First — From  April  to  September,  1854,  the  patient  presented  the 
tisual  signs  of  pregnancy,  including  quickening,  and  visible  increasing 
of  the  size  of  the  abdomen,  about  which  time  such  signs  all  disap- 
peared, the  gravid  uterus  diminished  in  bulk,  until  it  formed  a  hard 
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mass  or  ball  in  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  above  the  pubes,  in  which 
position  it  remained  unchanged  until  the  day  of  delivery. 

Second — The  product  of  no  such  gestation  was  ever  before  expelled. 

Third — ^No  signs  of  another  fecundation  and  pregnancy  ever  af- 
terward occurred  during  the  time  under  consideration. 

Fourth — The  development  of  the  ovum  corresponded  with  the  du- 
ration of  life  attributed  to  it. 

n/th — The  condition  of  the  ovum  at  the  time  of  its  discharge,  al- 
though in  a  state  of  complete  preservation,  indicated  that  it  had  long 
been  dead. 

Sixth — The  operation  of  the  same  forces  which  can  arrest  putre- 
faction for  a  day  or  a  week,  may,  by  their  continuance,  arrest  it  for 
months  or  years. 

The  death  of  the  embryo,  or  foetus,  in  utero,  is  usually  quickly 
followed  by  the  death  of  the  entire)  ovum — indeed,  the  death  of  any 
of  the  products  of  conception  is  usually  followed  by  this  result.  The 
lifeless  mass,  then  acting  as  a  foreign  body  in  the  uterine  cavity, 
is  soon  afterwards  expelled,  in  a  state  of  decomposition,  more  or  less 
advanced.  Dr.  Simpson  states  the  general  law  for  the  discharge  of  the 
dead  foetus  to  be  from  one  to  three  weeks.  * 

But  the  chemico-vital  forces  are  known  to  exert  great  control  over 
the  process  of  putrefaction  within  the  body.     Every  observer  is  aware 
that  the  decomposition  of  an  ovum  in  the  uterus  is  so  modified  as  to 
differ  greatly  from  that  which  goes  on  in  the  open  air.    It  has  neithet    ' 
the  odor  nor  the  appeairance  of  ordinary  putrefaction,  f 

But  while  these  are  the  usual  results  of  the  death  of  the  embry6 
or  foetus,  they  are  by  no  means  unifoAn :  there  are  three  large  excep- 
tions which  observation  has  established. 

Exception  First — The  death  of  the  placenta  and  the  investing 
membranes  "does  not  always  attend  the  death  of  the  embryo.  It  ii 
sometimes  discharged  after  an  abortion,  while  they  remain  within  the 
uterus  with  continued  life,  and  are  transformed  into  what  are  known 
as  "yfefAy  moles''  or  "mofes  of  generaHon"X  Or,  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  gestation,  when  the  embryo  is  in  a  condition  which  approaches  th6 
mucilaginous  state,  it  is  sometimes  dissolved  in  the  amniotie  liquor,  neveir 
afterward  showing  a  trace  of  itself,  after  which  the  ovtun  takes  oft  the 
changes  just  alluded  to,  is  filled  with  hydatids,  or  asuumes  other  un- 
natural appearances.  § 

*8ki9  Obti,  Work^  Tol.  1,  page  IS. 
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Exertion  Second — ^The  oTum  may  die  and  be  long  afterward  re- 
tained within  the  uterus.  Yelpean ''  says  when  the  child  has  ceased  to 
live  it  is  generally  thrown  out  by  the  uterus,  but  in  some  cases  its  ex- 
pulsion does  not  take  place  for  a  considerable  period."  ^  He  saw  a 
case  in  which  the  child  died  at  seven  months— was  retained  twenty- 
eight  days  afterward,  and  another  in  which  the  signs  of  gestation  dis- 
appeared at  six  months,  the  "belly  lost  half  its  size,"  and  when  he 
wrote,  eight  months  aflerward,  there  had  been  and  were  still  no  Bigu 
of  miscarriage.  Churchill  says  "  it  is  a  matter  of  common  experience 
ihat  women  retain  a  dead  foetus  in  utero  for  weeks  or  months."!  M. 
Prout  had  in  his  collection  a  foetus  of  three  or  four  months,  wbiel 
was  not  discharged  until  five  months  after  the  symptoms  of  abortioD. 
Gaieaux  says  "  the  term  for  the  discharge  of  a  dead  foetus  is  not  uni- 
form— ^it  is  not  uncommonly  retained  for  weeks  or  months  " — he  has 
known  many  women  to  carry  a  dead  child  seyeral  months.  |  Yelpean 
says  that  under  the  conditions  which  existed  in  my  case  (that  u  when 
the  membranes  remained  entire),  the  ovum  may  be  carried  not  only 
for  scYcn  months,  but  even  for  several  years.  % 

It  is  to  be  understood  however,  that  these  are  exceptions  to  the 
operation  of  a  general  law  of  delivery.  The  conservative  forces  of  the 
animal  frame  are  usually  on  the  alert  to  expel  every  intruder  upon  the 
corporeal  good,  and  at  once  to  eliminate  and  reject  all  dead  matter, 
whether  in  molecules  or  masses,  which  can  threaten  it  with  danger. 
The  uterus  is  no^  laggard  in  her  watchful  care  in  these  respects,  and  if 
the  dead-  ovum  is  not  expelled  soon  after  its  vitality  ceases,  it  rarely 
passes  the  full  term  which  nature,  in  the  outset,  designed  it  to  remain 
within  the  body,  without  an  effort,  either  successful  or  unsucoessfnl, 
for  its  discharge.  This  is  a  law  not  only  of  tWra,  but  also  of  ex^s 
uterine  gestation.  The  testimony  of  observers  is,  that  in  pregnancies 
of  the  latter  kind,  at  the  close  of  the  usual  term  of  utero-gestation,  if 
not  before,  the  womb  makes  expulsive  efforts,  as  though  it  contained 
the  foetus.  Schmidt  reports  a  case  where  the  gestation  lasted  three 
years,  and  within  the  period  labor  pains  were  renewed  eight  times;  and 
Gaieaux  one  of  ten  years,  in  which  the  pains  recurred  regularly  at 
periods  corresponding  with  the  term  of  utero-gestation. 

Exception  Third — The  ovum  may  be  long  retained  within  the 
body  of  the  mother  without  undergoing  putrefactive  decomposition. 

a.    It  may  be  mummified,  and  as  completely  preserved,  as  though 

•  Vtfyeam  Hid.,  id  Am.  td.,  p.  Sll.  * 
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it  liad  been  steeped  in  alcohol,  as  in  my  case  reported.  Yelpeau  states 
that  if  the  membranes  are  not  broken,  and  the  air  does  not  get  access 
to  the  interior,  the  foetus  may  be  preserved  without  change  for  seyeral 
months,  or  even  several  years,  which  has  given  rise,  I  presume,  to  sup- 
posed pregnancies  of  fifteen,  twenty,  or  thirty  months  duration,  &c., 
that  are  spoken  of  in  the  scientific  collections.  This  occurrence  is 
met  with  particularly  in  compound  pregnancies — one  of  the  foetuses 
dies  Ht  two  or  three  months — the  other  continues  to  grow,  and  at  the 
lying-in  the  practitioner  is  astonished  to  receive  both  a  full  grown 
child  and  an  abortion.^  M.  Martin,  of  Lyons,  says  ^Hhe  mode  of  al- 
teration varies  with  the  period  of  pregnancy  at  which  the  child  dies. 
♦  *  *  *  From  the  second  to  the  fifth  month  it  withers 
away,  becomes  shriveled  and  dried  up,  and  looks  like  a  little  mummy 
of  a  yellow  color,  or  like  a  foetus  preserved  fox  a  long  time  in  alcohol." 
'*Not  unfrequently  the  placenta  likewise  participates  in  this  state  of 
desiccation."  f  Simpson  says  *^when  the  dead  foetus  is  thus  retained, 
it  is  preserved  Aree  from  the  decomposition  usually  following  death,  by 
all  access  of  air  to  it  being  prevented.  Sometimes  it  retains  its  usual 
rounded  appearance  and  form,  if  it  continues  to  be  surrounded  by  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  liquor  amnii."{ 

By  consulting  Dr.  Montgomery's  Obstetrical  EksdyB^  numerous 
cases  bearing  upon  these  facts  will  be  found  reported. 

In  extra-uterine  pregnancy  where  the  foetal  mass  is  of  necessity 
retained  within  the  body  of  the  mother  beyond  the  term  of  its  life^ 
the  same  facts  are  observed.  The  products  of  conception  are  often 
encysted  in  a  dense  fibrinous  sac,  in  which  they  are  perfectly  preserved 
for  many  years.  Dr.  Ramsbotham  mentions  a  case  in  which  he  twice 
attended  a  lady  in  natural  labor,  and  through  her  abdominal  wall  he 
could  feel  the  limbs  of  a  foetus  which  was  the  result  of  a  previous 
extra-uterine  pregnancy.  In  other  cases  of  such  gestation  the  ovum 
is  incased  in  a  hard  calcareous  crust  in  which  it  is  preserved  and  car- 
ried for  a  quarter  or  half  a  century.  Dr.  Montgomery,  in  the  essays 
quoted,  relates  a  case  of  a  foetus  in  utero,  which  was  preserved,  en- 
cased in  a  red  calcareous  deposit,  aud  Dr.  Gooch  two  similar  circum- 
stances, which  occurred  at  different  pregnancies  of  the  same  woman. 

h.  Such  dead  and  retained  foetuses  are  at  other  times  transformed 
into  an  osseous  or  cetaceous  mass,  resembling  petrifactions.  Almost 
all  writers  upon  extra-uterine  foetation  give  examples  of  this,  and  au- 
thority is  not  wanting  to  prove  its  occurrence  in  the  uterus. 
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c.  Such  foetuses  are  sometimes  conyerted  into  adipocire,  and  in 
this  state  retained  with  tlie  body  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  This 
substance  is  a  species  of  soap  into  which  the  fatty  parts  of  the  body 
may  be  converted  by  maceration  in  water  under  circumstances  which 
favor  it.  The  experiments  of  Chevreul  have  proved  it  to  be  an  animal 
soap  with  a  base  of  ammonia  or  lime;  the  anunonia  being  the  result  of 
the  decomposition  of  the  nitrogeneous  principles  of  the  body,  while 
the  fat  becomes  acidified.  This  change  more  commonly  occurs  in 
extra-uterine  foetaUon,  but  if  I  read  *  Yelpeau  aright,  I  have  his  autbor- 
ity  for  saying  that  it  may  and  does  occur  in  the  uterus. 

Query  Second — Is  the  conclusion  that  a  dead  foetus  was  earried 
twelve  months  in  utero  compatible  with  the  fact  that  the  patient*»healtb 
was  undisturbed  during  this  time? 

Caieaux  says,  "as  a  general  rule  the  prolonged  retention  of  a  dead 
infant  does  not  produce  any  disastrous  result  to  the  mother,  and  I  sus- 
pect that  writers  have  greatly  exagerated  this  point:  they  say  indeed 
that  the  woman  becomes  depressed,  uneasy,  and  of  a  fretful  temper : 
that  she  experiences  lassitude,  alternations  of  heat  and  cold,  oppress- 
ion at  the  epigastrium,  headache,  syncope,  palpitations  of  the  heart: 
her  face  is  pale,  the  eyes  dull  and  surrounded  by  a  lived  circle,  the 
breath  fetid,  pulse  frequent  and  irregular :  in  a  word,  all  these  general 
phenomena  of  a  slow  fever  have  been  considered  by  them  as  so  many 
rational  signs  of  the  child's  death.  But  these  symptoms  are  certainly 
absent  in  a  minority  of  cases.  I  have  known  many  women  to  carry  a 
dead  child  for  several  months  without  ever  suspecting  it."t 

Other  and  confirmatory  authorities  might  be  cited  upon  this  point, 
but  as  my  paper  is  growing  too  long,  I  will  submit  it  to  your  criti- 
oism  without  further  comment. 


USE  OF  COLLODION  IN  ENTROPIUM. 


BY  8.  B.  ROBBIMS,  M.  D.,  OF   LAWBBMCEBURO,  INDIANA. 


Among  the  many  and  varied  uses  of  collodion  by  the  surgeon  and 
physician,  to  which  our  attention  is  so  frequently  called  by  standard 
authorities,  and  in  medical  periodicals,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen 
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a&j  especial  attention  directed  to  the  yalne  of  this  agent  in  the  treat- 
meDt  of  perverted  conditions  of  the  eyelids ;  so  I  trust  I  will  be  ez- 
cased  for  giving,  briefly,  my  experience  in  the  treatment  of  such 
cases,  by  collodion;  but  more  particularly,  oases  of  entropium. 

For  this  condition  of  the  lid  I  have  used  it  with  very  great  success, 
oyercoming  several  very  bad  cases  of  long  standing,  and  I  imagine 
there  are  but  few  cases  of  entropium  but  will  yield  to  the  thorough 
and  repeated  application  of  collodion.  Simply  a  good  article  of  com- 
mercial collodion  applied  to  the  outer  surface  of  the  inverted  lid, 
with  a  brush  (or  what  I  have  found  equally  as  good,  the  end  of  the 
eork  with  which  the  bottle  is  stopped),  several  times  per  day,  as  ooca- 
non  requires,  effects,  by  its  mechanical  power  to  contract  the  surface 
apon  which  it  is  applied,  an  immediate  contraction  of  its  outer  surface, 
and  consequent  bringing  of  the  ciliary  margin  to  its  natural  position. 
If  one  application  is  insufficent  to  bring  the  cilia  into  position,  we 
can  repeat  it  until  the  desired  position  is  attained,  where  it  may  be 
held  for  any  length  of  time,  by  repeating  the  application.  And  this 
gained,  you  have  gained  all  that  is  offered  by  any  other  mode  of  treat- 
ment with  which  I  am  conversant,  be  it  either  of  the  many  operations 
proposed,  or  the  application  of  compress  and  bandages,  adhesive  strips 
or  sutures.  It  can  be  applied  without  any  inconvenience ;  produces 
no  pain,  but  a  warm,  pungent  sensation;  is  very  cleanly  and  not  un- 
sightly, and  the  tears  that  prevent  the  thorough  use  of  adhesive  strips, 
and  excoriate  the  skin  under  the  compresses,  have  no  effect  upon  the 
rarface  covered  with  collodion;  the  lid  loses  its  reddened,  swollen 
look,  and  assumes  a  more  healthy  appearance.        *        He        ^        :|c 

*4E4e  *;feHeHcHc9|e:|:HcHc 

In  ptosis  I  have  used  it  with  equally  good  effect,  especially  in  cases 
occurring  in  aged  persons,  and  have  been  led  to  believe  (by  experi- 
ence) that  it  exerts  some  influence  in  restoring  to  healthy  action  the 
levator  palpebr»  muscle  when  rendered  inactive  by  palsy  of  the  third 
■erre. 

I  hope  that  these  jottings  may  be  worth  your  attention,  and  that 
they  may  be  of  benefit  to  physicians  having  these  tedious  cases* 
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CHEMISTRY  OPTHECINCHONABARKS—CINCHO-QUININB. 


The  chemical  manipulation  of  the  Cinchona  or  Peruvian  barks  rerealfi 
the  presence  in  them  of  quite  a  number  of  most  remarkable,  complex 
bodies.  No  vegetable  production,  escept  the  poppy,  affords  such  a 
marvelous  combination  of  valuable  medicinal  principles  as  the  loxa 
and  calinaya  barks,  and  no  substances  have  been  studied  with  greater 
eare  or  more  intense  interest  by  chemists.  Nothing  short  of  the  subtle 
chemical  forces  controlled  by  the  Infinite  One,  could  construct  from 
the  elements  of  the  earth  and  air  a  bitter  principle  like  quinia,  or 
those  other  agents  associated  in  bark,  so  closely  allied  to  it  physically 
and  chemically.  A  handful  of  the  finely  comminuted  fibres  of  the 
yellow  bark,  which  resembles  physically  a  dosen  other  varieties,  is 
made  to  yield  by  the  chemist,  when  treated  with  aqueous  and  alcobolic 
liquids  and  acids,  a  dark,  bitter  solution,  unattractive  in  taste  and  ap 
pearance.  If  the  process  is  skillfully  conducted,  or  ezhaustiTO  in  its 
results,  there  remains,  beside  the  solution,  a  portion  of  woody  fibre, 
inert  and  almost  tasteless.  It  holds  considerable  coloring  and  some 
waxy  matter,  together  with  a  little  tannin ;  but  the  active  chemical  or 
medicinal  principles  have  been  removed,  and  are  held  in  the  dark 
liquid.  The  exhausted  bark  is  not  entirely  worthless,  for  it  may  be 
dried  and  used  as  fuel.  But  what  of  the  dark  liquid?  From  this  the 
chemist  obtains,  beside  other  substances,  a  portion  of  beautifiil,  white, 
silky  crystals;  not  wholly  of  one  distinct  kind,  but  of  several,  all  of 
whioh  possess  about  equal  chemical  and  therapeutical  importance.  No 
wonder  it  seems,  to  the  uninitiated  in  chemical  manipulation,  a  difficult 
work  to  perform.  It  is  however,  quite  easy  to  the  thoroughly  in- 
8tra<^ted.  The  first  principle  isolated  may  be  quinia.  This  is  not  held 
in  the  bark  in  its  naked  alkaloidal  condition,  but  locked  up,  in  the 
form  of  a  salt,  with  another  principle  called  kinic  add.  In  the  bark 
it  is  kinate  of  quinine.  We  isolate  the  quinia,  tear  it  from  its  em- 
brace  with  kinic  acid,  throw  that  away,  force  it  into  a  kind  of  matri- 
monial alliance  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  in  this  condition  of  sulphate 
of  quinia,  use  it  as  a  medioine.  This  kinic  acid  marries  into  several 
other  families  resident  in  the  bark,  prominent  among  which  are  cin- 
chonta,  cinchonidia,  quinidia,  etc.  Precisely  how  many  of  these  alka- 
loidal principles  the  different  kinds  of  barks  contain,  is  unknown; 
but  it  is  safiB  to  assume  that  there  are  as  many  as  four  others  which, 
although  not  distinctly  pointed  out,  are  tolerably  well  recognised. 
These  kinates  are  all  kindred  in  nature,  and  all  labor  to  tiie  same  end, 
when  isolated  and  set  to  work  as  therapeutical  agents  in  the  human 
system. 

In  one  hundred  ounces  of  good  yellow  bark,  we  obtain  about  two 
and  three-fourths  ounces  of  quinia,  and  two  ounces  of  cinchona,  with 
variable  amounts  of  the  other  principles,  but  less  than  the  two  named. 
It  is  to  be  reeretted  that  we  can  not  remove  the  different  families  of 
kinates  from  Uie  bark  in  their  natural  state  of  saline  combination.  It 
seems  reasonable  to  suppose  their  action  upon  the  system  would  be 
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more  ttlntarj  ihan  in  other  form.  It  is  easy  to  isoUte  the  kinio  Mi4t 
and  having  the  alkaloids,  the  kinates  of  quinia,  cinchona,  etc.,  can  be 
re-formed ;  but  in  these  chemical  changes  so  much  disturbance  to  natu« 
rai  organic  combination  is  made,  that  practically,  we  realise  no  marked 
advantages.  It  seems  unnatural  to  force  a  natural  alkaloidal  base  out 
of  its  association  with  an  organic  acid,  and  recombine  it  with  a  mine- 
ral acid.  This  we  do  in  the  preparation  of  the  sulphate  of  quinia. 
However,  as  it  has  served  so  good  purpose  for  many  years^  it  is  not 
best  to  quarrel  with  the  theory. 

All  the  alkaloids  of  bark  possess  about  equal  febrifuge  and  tonic 
properties,  when  isolated  and  administered  in  that  condition.  This 
has  been  proved  over  and  over  again  by  all  competent  chemists  and 
physicians,  from  Drs.  Gomez,  Duncan,  Felletier,  Caventou,  down  to 
the  time  of  Leibig's  researches,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  by  a  hundred  careful  chemical  and  medical 
observers. 

How  the  one  alkaloid,  quinia,  came  to  supersede  the  others,  and 
drive  them  into  the  background,  is  easily  understood,  when  we  re- 
member that  it  was  about  the  first  that  was  eliminated,  studied  and 
experimented  with ;  and  the  eclat  it  acquired  caused  everything  else 
to  be  neglected.  The  natural  bark,  holding  all  the  alkaloids,  the 
quinia,  cinchonia,  quinidia,  etc.,  has  always  been  observed  to  produce 
more  efficient  and  prompt  results,  both  as  a  tonic  and  febrifuge,  than 
the  quinia,  or  either  of  the  other  principles  in  themselves ;  but  hold- 
ing also,  as  it  does,  tannin,  gum,  starch,  fibrine,  and  coloring  matter, 
all  of  which  are  medicinally  interfering  or  inert,  its  use  is  rendered 
inconvenint  and  inadmissible  in  many  cases.  Beside,  it  is  apt  to  pro- 
duce disturbance  of  the  gastric  functions  of  an  unpleasant  character. 
Acting  upon  the  idea  that  the  natural  alkaloidal  principles  of  bark,  in 
their  simple,  unchanged  condition,  separated  from  the  gross,  woody, 
snd  other  matters,  would  better  subserve  all  therapeutical  ends  than 
themselves,  or  any  one  of  the  alkaloids  separately  employed,  Jas. 
B.  Nichols  &  Co.,  Chemists,  Boston,  have  prepared  Cingho-Quinine. 

Cincho-quinine  contains  no  external  agents,  as  sugar,  licoric^ 
starch,  magnesia,  etc.  It  is  wholly  composed  of  the  hark  alkaloids, 
1st,  quinia;  2d,  cinchonia;  3d,  quinidia;  4th,  cinchonidia;  5th,  other 
alkaloidal  principles  present  in  barks,  which  have  not  been  distinctly 
isolated,  and  the  precise  nature  of  which  is  not  understood.  In  the 
beautiful  white  amorphous  scales  of  cincho-quinine,  the  whole  of  the 
active  febrifuge  and  tonic  principles  of  the  cinchona  barks  are  secured 
without  the  inert,  bulky  lignin,  gum,  etc  It  is  believed  to  have  these 
advantages  over  sulphate  of  quinine: 

First — It  exerts  the  full  therapeutic  influence  of  sulphate  of  qui- 
nine, in  the  same  doses,  without  oppressing  the  stomach,  or  creating 
nausea.  It  does  not  produce  cerebral  diasases  as  sulphate  of  quinine 
IB  apt  to  do,  and  in  the  large  number  of  casea  in  which  it  has  been 
toed,  it  haa  been  found  to  produce  much  less  oonstitutioaal  disturb- 
ance. 

8econd^--It  has  the  ^reai  advantage  of  heiaig  nearly  tasteless     The 
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bitter  is  very  slight,  and  not  nnpleasant  to  the  most  sensitive,  delicate 
woman  or  child. 

Third — It  is  less  costly  than  sulphate  of  quinine.  Like  the  sul- 
phate of  quinine,  the  price  will  fluctuate  with  the  rise  and  fall  of 
barks,  but  we  shall  supply  it  at  all  times  at  less  than  the  lowest  market 
price  of  that  salt. 

Fourth — It  meets  indications  not  met  by  that  salt. 

Cincht>-quinine  admits  of  seyeral  pleasant  forms  of  administration. 
We  present  the  following 

Formul»y  and  Methods  of  Using  Cinobo-Quinine. 

A  perfectly  clear  solution  of  cincho-qutnine,  may  be  made,  by 
taking  ten  grains,  rubbing  it  fine  in  a  mortar,  and  gradually  adding 
two  fluid  OSS.  of  water,  in  which  is  dissolved  thirty  drops  of  No.  8*  acetic 
acid,  or  six  drops  of  sulphuric  acid.  The  solution  is  not  disagreeably 
bitter,  and  a  pleasant  elixir  may  be  made  from  the  solution,  by  adding 
syrup  and  aromatic  flavors. 

CIXCHO-QUIVINB  PILLS. 

K.  Cincbo  Quinine  (finely  powdered),  zz  gr. 
Acid  Sulph.  Aromat.  (Eliz.  Tit.),  zz  gits. 
Fiat  pil.  zz. 

Miz,  and  rub  in  mortar  until  it  becomes  hard  enough  to  form  into  pills.  The 
mizture  is  at  first  quite  liquid,  but  it  soon  hardens,  and  pills  can  be  readily  formed 
from  the  mass.  This  is  the  preferable  form  in  which  to  administer  the  remedj,  as 
the  pills  are  small  and  can  be  readily  taken.  Thej  need  no  tuffar  coating  to  render 
them  palatable. 

CIHCHO-^UIHIKI  BLIZIB. 

B.    Cincho-Quinine  (finelr  powdered),  gr?,  zlviii. 
Aqua  Rosa  (fresh),  z  riii. 
Syrupui  Simplez,  ^  it. 
Tinct.  Cardamon,  5  ii 

Miz.  Dose  as  a  tonic,  a  dessert  spoonful  three  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 
The  Elizir  should  always  be  shaken  before  it  is  administered. 

CIKCHO-QCIHllIB  POWDEES. 

B.    Gincho-Quinine,  ^i. 

Sacch.  Alba  (powdered),  3  ir. 

Rub  together  in  mortar  and  divide  into  powders  of  any  size  desired. 

Wben  cincbo-quinine  is  required  to  be  given  in  large  doses,  as  in 
intermittents,  the)  pill  form  is  preferable,  as  the  pills  can  be  made  into 
ibose  containing  five  grains,  and  not  inconveniently  large. 

There  are  many  other  ways  in  which  it  may  be  prescribed,  which 
mill  suggest  themselves  to  the  physician. 

It  is  doubtful  if  it  can  be  placed  in  a  form  suited  to  hypodermic 
use.     But  few  eKperiments  have,  however,  been  made  in  this  direction. 

In  intermittents,  cincho-quinine  may  be  given  in  five,  ten,  twenty,  or 
«ven  thirty  grain  doses,  the  same  as  sulphate  of  quinine.  As  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  treatment  of  fever  and  ague  withcincho-quinine,  an  ipecac,  or 
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otiier  emetic,  is  often  of  the  greatest  service.  Ten  or  twenty  grains 
rjf  cincho-qninine,  or  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  might  as  well,  so  far  as 
medicinal  effect  is  concerned,  be  dissolved  in  the  contents  of  a  waste 
Inioket,  as  in  a  stomach  loaded  with  food  and  the  attendant  juices. 
The  remedy  must  act  upon  the  walls  of  the  stomach  and  the  connect- 
ing organs,  to  produce  constitutional  effects. 

In  a  recent  visit  to  the  wards  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital, 
Chelsea,  Dr.  Oraves,  the  physician  in  charge,  politely  invited  us  to 
dioroughly  examine  the  numerous  intermittent  patients,  with  reference 
to  his  treatment  of  this  disease,  it  being  based  upon  the  use  of  emetics 
prior  to  administering  the  bark  preparations.  We  believe  the  wards 
of  no  hospital  in  the  world  can  show  more  cases  of  prompt  and  thor- 
ough recovery  from  the  affection  than  this.  It  is  not  probable  that 
the  marked  beneficial  influence  of  the  emetic  is  due  alone  to  its  work 
as  an  evacuator,  but  its  general  influence  on  the  system  admirably  pre- 
pares it  for  the  use  of  anti-periodics. — Boston  Journal  of  Chemntry, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PROF.  BOWLING  VERSUS  "THE  OHIO  DOCTOR  LAW." 


T.  Parvin,  M.  D. — Dear  Sir:  In  the  May  number  of  the  WeiUrn 
Jimmal  of  Mediciney  we  notice  an  extract  from  the  Nashville  Medical 
Journal,  written  by  the  distinguished  Prof.  Bowling,  reflecting  upon 
the  Doctors  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  who  were  instrumental  in  enact- 
ing the  law  '*To  protect  the  citizens  of  Ohio  from  empiricism."  Now, 
tre  do  not  object  to  the  learned  Professor  entertaining  whatever  opin- 
ion he  may  have  formed  in  regard  to  this  law  and  those  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  its  passage  through  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  but 
we  do  think  that  he  has  arrived  at  his  conclusions  hastily,  and  that  he 
is  ungenerous,  unkind,  and  withal,  very  dogmatical  and  discourteous 
in  casting  reflections  upon  more  than  a  dozen  physicians  of  the  Ohio 
Legislature,  about  whose  ability  and  standing  in  the  profession  he 
knows  no  more  than  does  the  most  ignorant  quack  and  nostrum  vender 
about  the  modus  operandi  of  the  most  intricate  remedy  of  the  pharma- 
copoeia. We  have  ample  assurance  and  undoubted  evidence  that  this 
Uw  has  done  much  good  in  Ohio,  by  causing  many  men  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  who  had  not  completed  their 
studies,  to  attend  lectures  and  graduate,  not  at  colleges  where  "  onef^ 
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fellow  opened  a  college,  and  filled  all  the  professorshipB  himself;  held 
conuseDcements  opened  by  prayer,  and  closed  by  benediction  in^themoftt 
fkshionably  approved  style/'  spoken  of  by  Prof.  Bowling,  bnt  at  col- 
eges  where  after  prosecuting  their  studies  they  graduated,  and  in 
which  men  of  more  professional  ability  than  either  Prof.  Bowling  or 
the  doctors  of  the  Ohio  legislature  instructed  them.  It  really  doe» 
appear  clear  to  our  mind,  Uiat  if  this  distinguished  Professor  will  only 
direct  his  attention  to  quackery  in  Tennessee,  and  endeayor  to  eradi- 
cate it  there,  that  he  will  find  quite  a  sufficient  amount  of  labor  to  en- 
gage his  whole  time  and  attenUon,  without  ridiculing  those  "  unfortu- 
nate doctors  in  a  legislature,"  of  Ohio,  who  are  endeayoring  to  pat  a 
check  upon  quackery  for  the  protection  of  the  community  and  the 
honor  of  the  profession.  The  friends  of  this  law  do  not  claim  that  it 
is  anything  like  perfection,  but  that  it  is  one  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  that  it  was  not  all  we  wanted,  but  as  much  as  we  could  get 
at  the  time  of  its  passage,  we  sincerely  hoped  and  flattered  ourselves 
that  it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  profession,  and  that  all 
medical  men  and  the  true  lovers  of  science  everywhere  wonid  be 
pleased  to  see  it  enforced,  and  willingly  give  aid  in  carrying  ont  its 
provisions,  and  thus,  in  a  few  years,  by  a  proper  exposition  of  all 
species  of  quackery,  and  by  educating  the  people  against  its  evils,  this 
law  could  be  so  amended  as  to  make  legislation  almost  entirely  effect- 
ive and  complete  against  the  impositions  upon  community.  Since  this 
law  has  been  enacted  in  Ohio,  several  other  States  have  passed  similar 
laws,  and  this  affords  sufficient  proof  that  all  people  are  not  of  the 
same  opinion  as  is  Prof.  Bowling,  even  though  a  poor  and  unfortanate 
doctor  does  occasionally  get'  into  a  State  Legislature,  where  he  ''con- 
cludes to  '  bring  in  a  bill '  ^  to  elevate'  the  profession  he  has  abandoned, 
so  that  his  old  friends  may  see  that  he  is  '  still  working  for  them,'  and 
who  ought  to  continue  to  think  well  of  him."  We  must  confess  that 
we  are  at  a  loss  in  comprehending  Prof.  Bowling's  comparison  in  leg- 
islation on  religion  and  medicine  as  analogous,  and  we  think  that  he 
is  here  "  hammering "  on  cold  iron  to  no  purpose,  and  to  his  entire 
disadvantage.  Beligion  needs  no  special  legislation  for  its  protection, 
or  for  the  protection  of  those  who  embrace  it,  because  it  is  a  responsi- 
bility devolving  upon  man,  and  a  question  between  him  and  his  God, 
irrespective  of  legislation  and  the  laws  of  political  economy.  But  the 
practice  of  medicine  is  a  responsibility  resting  upon  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  it,  and  a  question  of  right  and  wrong  between  such  persons 
and  their  fellow  human  creatures.     We  make  laws  to  protect  people  in 
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the  rights  of  pe^aon  and  property,  and  to  puniah  those  who  infriage 
upon  and  debar  them  from  the  prmlege  of  enjoying  those  rights,  then, 
why  not,  with  equal  propriety,  enact  laws  to  proteot  the  community 
from  quack  doctors,  in  something  that  is  far  *  more  valuable  and  of 
much  greater  importance  than  mere  property,  health  and  life?  Per- 
mit us  to  use  the  language  of  Prof.  Palmer,  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  as  to  his  opinion  of  the  mode  in  which  homoDopathy  should 
be  attacked  by  the  regular  profession,  for  the  same  is  precisely  appli- 
cable to  the  manner  in  which  all  other  species  of  quackery  should  be 
attacked  and  exposed  by  those  who  understand  its  pretenoes  and  ab- 
surdities. '^  There  are  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  policy  of  at- 
taking  homoeopathy,  and,  as  to  that,  much  will  depend  upon  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  done.  But  the  policy  which  has  generally  beea 
pursued,  of  passing  it  by  as  unworthy  of  serious  attention,  has  resulted 
in  its  advancing  pretensions,  in  its  assuming  a  boldness  of  fn^nt  which 
it  could  not  have  done  had  its  real  merits  been  more  fully  disoussed 
before  the  people."  Then,  we  answer,  let  the  profession  fully  discuss 
the  merits  of  quackery  before  the  people,  let  States  enact  laws  to  pre- 
vent its  absurdities  from  being  practiced  upon  the  community,  and 
then,  should  any  editor  of  a  medical  journal  interpose  in  its  behalfi 
let  it  be  hope^l  that  he  will  instantly  "take  a  it,  to  the  dismay  and 
utter  consternation  of  his  .'professional  brethren,'  and  the  rest  of  man- 
kind." Hitherto  the  objections  urged  against  this  law  have  come  from 
debased  and  disaffected  quacks,  and  we  must  confess  that  it  is  some- 
irhat  of  an  enigma  to  us  to  determine  how  a  man  of  the  learning  and 
intelligence  in  the  profession,  possessed  by  Prof  Bowling,  should 
vildly  fly  from  his  natural  orbit  in  the  denunciation  of  the  Ohio  med- 
ica  jlaw,  and  those  who  were  instrumental  in  its  passage.  Our  motto 
is,  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  education,  have  a  less  number  of 
medical  schools,  expose  quackery  wherever  found,  educate  the  people 
igainst  its  absurdities  and  dangerous  consequences,  and  then,  by 
proper  legislation,  we  may  finally  eradicate  it. 

An  M.  D.  of  ths  Ohio  Lboiblatuki. 


New  York  City,  June  15,  1869. 
Deab  Journal  :  One  year  ago,  in  one  of  our  communications  to  the 
Watem  Journal  of  Medicithe^  we  made  the  startling  announcement 
that  in  this  great  city  of  ours  there  were  thirty  thousand  children 
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growing  up  in  idleness  and  ignorance,  whose  only  oocnpation  was  to 
lie  and  steal.  It  is  sad  to  contemplate  that  this  vast  army  is  con- 
stantly on  the  increase,  notwithstanding  the  great  efforts  pat  forth  in 
their  hehalf.  In  the  Atlantic  Monthly  for  March,  there  is  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  account  of  these  poor  waifs,  these  ''small  Arahs  of 
New  York."  Thousands  of  them  have  no  home,  no  parents,  no  friends. 
Their  living  is  most  precarious.  In  summer  they  do  not  suffer  so 
much,  for  then  they  can  sleep  in  the  parks,  and  amidst  the  rubbish  of 
old  buildings;  but  in  winter  their  lot  is  a  hard  one  indeed.  At  that 
season,  market  stalls  and  great  iron  boilers  are  often  their  resting 
places.  Their  occupations  are  various,  when  they  are  inclined  towards 
work,  and  their  attention  is  divided  between  the  trades  of  boot-black, 
newsboy,  and  hawking  small  wares  around  the  streets.  A  few  days 
ago  forty-six  boys  and  girls  from  the  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum  left 
for  the  west,  having  been  trained  and  educated  in  the  institution  from 
six  months  to  a  year.  They  go  to  Illinois,  where  all  children  in  the 
west  from  this  institution  are  located,  and  are  indentured  mostly  to 
fkrmers  until  of  age.  The  Directors  of  the  Asylum  continue  their 
eare  and  guardianship  over  such  children  during  their  minority,  and 
employ  two  agents  finding  homes  and  making  visitations.  About  three 
thousand  children  have  been  thus  cared  for  by  the  Asylum  during  the 
sixteen  years  of  its  existence. 

With  these  brief  prefatory  remarks,  we  propose  to  give  the  readers 
of  your  valuable  journal  a  short  account  of  two  or  three  of  the  char- 
itable institutions  of  our  city,  where  these  poor  children,  these  little 
wanderers,  find  protection  and  are  kindly  cared  for,  and  to  follow 
them,  if  agreeable,  with  accounts  of  others,  in  our  succeeding  commu- 
nications. The  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent of  these  charities,  is  situated  on  175th  street,  near  10th  avenue. 
The  bill  incorporating  this  institution  was  passed  in  1851,  and  became 
a  law.  The  object  of  the  corporation  is  ''to  receive  and  take  charge 
of  such  children,  between  the  i^es  of  seven  and  fourteen  years,  as 
may  be  voluntarily  intrusted  to  them  by  their  parents  or  guardians,  or 
committed  to  their  charge  by  competent  authority,  and  to  afford  them 
the  means  of  moral,  intellectual,  and  industrial  education."  The  av- 
erage number  of  children  here  and  in  its  associate  home,  the  House  of 
Reception,  number  seventy-one  West  Thirteenth  street,  is  six  hundred 
per  annum.  Up  to  the  year  1867,  twelve  thousand  children  had  been 
committed  to  the  Asylum.  The  children  attend  school  six  hours 
daily.     There  are  morning  and  evening  prayers,  and  regular  .worship 
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00  the  Sabbath.  A  few  hours  each  day  are  devoted  to  indoor  labor. 
Of  the  childreD  apprenticed  in  Illinois,  not  over  five  per  centum  have 
proved  to  be  incorrigibly  bad,  or  guilty  of  gross  misconduct.  Private 
benevolence  has  contributed  over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  toward 
the  support  of  the  institution,  since  its  organization. 

The  rules  of  admission  are  as  follows:  (1)  Truant  and  disobedient 
ehildren,  and  such  as  require  discipline  from  any  cause;  and  those 
wishing  to  be  provided  with  a  home  in  the  country,  between  seven  and 
fourteen  years  of  age,  belonging  to  the  city  of  New  York,  may  be 
committed  to  this  Asylum. 

2.  An  order  of  commitment  from  a  police  magistrate,  or  a  surren- 
der from  parents  or  guardians,  is  required  as  the  condition  of  admis- 
sion. 

3.  Children  may  be  taken  to  any  police  court  in  this  city  by 
their  friends,  or  by  a  police  officer,  and  upon  a  proper  affidavit  that 
tiiey  are  in  the  condition  above  specified,  such  order  or  commitment 
will  be  issued  by  the  police  magistrate.  When  parents  or  friends  de- 
sire to  surrender  children,  it  is  only  necessary  to  bring  them  to  the 
House  of  Reception  and  sign  the  proper  form  of  surrender. 

4.  The  notice  of  commitment  which  is  sent  to  the  parents,  though 
sent  in  all  cases,  is  of  real  use  only  when  children  are  arrested  by  the 
police  and  committed  without  the  knowledge  of  their  friends. 

t  ^  5.  Children  are  kept  only  a  few  weeks  at  the  House  of  Reception, 
and  are  then  sent  to  the  Asylum  on  175th  street,  where  they  remain 
until  finally  discharged.  While  in  the  Asylum,  they  are  kept  con- 
stantly at  school  six  hours  a  day. 

The  Atlantic  Monthly^  in  the  article  that  we  have  above  referred  to 
says,  '^New  York  is  by  no  means  unprovided  with  Asylums  and  Re- 
formatory Institutions  for  the  small  Arabs  by  whom  it  is  so  ubiqui- 
tously pervaded,  but  they  are  as  yet  far  from  sufficient  to  meet  fully 
the  objects  for  which  they  have  been  so  laudably  planned.  A  ^^Chil- 
drens'  Aid  Society  "  has  been  in  existence  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
from  this  excellent  institution  numbers  of  boys  and  girls  are  sent  an- 
nually to  the  west,  where  so  many  fields  of  healthful  labor  are  open 
for  them.  Out  of  this  grew  the  "Newsboy's  Lodging  House,''  in  the 
large  dormitories  of  which  some  two  hundred  boys  find  comfortable 
lodgings  every  night.  Each  boy,  when  he  comes  in  at  night,  hands 
fifteen  cents  to  the  superintendent,  and  for  this  he  is  entitled  to  supper 
and  sleeping  accommodation,  and  to  his  breakfast  next  morning.  In 
addition  to  this,  he  is  provided  with  a  bath,  and  with  all  the  necessar]^ 
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appliances  for  mainUiiung  cleanlineBS  of  person.  The  institution  also 
comprises  a  "Newsbpy's  Bank,"  wbieh  consists  of  a  table  with  a  drawer 
divided  into  compartments,  each  of  which  has  in  its  lid  a  slit,  through 
which  depositors  drop  their  pennies  into  the  compartment  numbered 
for  them  respectively.  At  the  expiration  of  two  months  the  bank  is 
opened;  and  many  of  the  depositors  are  both  surprised  and  encour- 
aged when  they  see  how  their  savings  have  accumulated.  Most  of 
them  make  necessary  purchases  with  some  of  this  money,  and  deposit 
the  rest  of  it  in  city  savings  banks. 

Other  asylums  besides  those  just  mentioned  are  provided  by  New 
York  charity  for  the  juvenile  waifs  and  strays  of  the  city.  At  the 
"Five  Points  House  of  Industry,"  for  example,  nearly  two-thirds  of 
all  received  into  the  institution  are  children ;  and  on  the  islands  in 
New  York  harbor  many  small  ramblers  of  the  streets  find  a  home  in 
the  various  institutions  established  there.  Yet  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  diminution  in  the  hosts  of  ragged  children  that  stray  abroad 
in  all  quarters  of  the  city." 

The  health  of  New  York  City  is  excellent.  The  excitement  con- 
cerning the  prevalence  of  the  small  pox  is  gradually  subsiding.  Of 
last  weeks'  mortality.  Dr.  Harris  says:  "Small-pox  and  varioloid 
caused  only  four  deaths  in  New  York,  and  none  in  Brooklyn.  This 
disease  not  only  causes  little  mortality,  but  must  soon  cease  to  prevail 
in  New  York,  as  the  effort  to  secure  the  vaccination  of  all  persons  who 
need  such  protection  is  proving  entirely  successful.  The  first  three 
weeks  of  June  are  the  most  healthful  of  the  year,  and  vaccination  is 
now  given  with  the  very  greatest  degree  of  success  and  safety.  No 
other  great  commercial  city  in  the  world  is  less  liable  to  dLstribute 
contagion." 

The  opening  of  the  Presbyterian  Home  for  the  training  of  young 
girls  was  celebrated  last  week  by  a  reunion  of  about  one  hundred  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  who  were  entertained  by  interesting  addresses  from  the 
Bev.  Messrs.  Offer,  Bogers,  Mingins  and  Maolise.  The  Home  thus 
opened  is  an  old  but  spacious  and  comfortable  wooden  mansion,  de- 
lightfully situated  on  the  East  river  bank,  at  the  foot  of  eighty-third 
street,  and  surrounded  by  grounds  about  equal  in  extent  to  a  city 
square.  The  Bev.  Cyrus  Offer,  his  wife,  two  lady  assistants,  and  about 
thirty  girls  from  twelve  to  twenty  years  old,  constitute  the  family. 
This  Home,  which  can  accommodate  fifty  inmates,  is  under  the  direo- 
tion  of  about  thirty  ladies,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Presbyterian  or 
tleformed  Churches,  and  aided  by  an  advisory  committee  of  gentlemen, 


of  irhom  B.  8.  Jeffirey,  fisq.,  is  one.  The  same  ladies  have  been 
working  for  two  years,  under  another  name  and  farther  np  town,  fot 
the  reformation  of  fallen  women ;  but  are  now  confining  themselves  to 
saving  poor  but  virtuous  young  girls  from  a  life  of  shame,  by  giving 
ihem  a  home,. instruction  in  sewing  and  housework,  and  aid  in  obtain- 
ing situations.  ^ 

The  projected  Hudson  county  Hospital  hiis  had  a  donation  of  teil 
thousand  dollars  from  Mrs.  E.  A.  Stevens,  which  makes  the  total 
amount  subscribed  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  committee  are  en- 
deavoring to  secure  as  a  site  for  the  institution  the  lot  occupied  by  the 
old  United  States  Arsenal,  in  Hudson  City.  A  new  hospital  is  also 
being  erected  in  Jersey  City,  and  in  the  neigboring  city  of  Newark 
several  hospitals,  principally  denominational,  have  recently  been  started 
on  a  small  scale. 

The  number  of  emigrants  landing  upon  our  shores,  for  the  past  few. 
months,  has  been  truly  immense.  Formerly  the  Irish  were  in  large 
excess,  but  now  the  number  of  Crermans  arriving  is  far  the  greater. 
Last  year  the  Irish  numbered  sixty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four;  while  the  Germans  were  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
thousand  five  hundred  and  ninty-one.  The  immense  numbers  of  Ger- 
mans arriving  in  this  country  are  accounted  for  by  the  great  increase 
of  taxation  in  their  country,  and  the  dissatisfaction  with  Prussian  rule. 

The  New  York  Medical  Jovrnal  for  May  says,  "at  the  New  York 
Hospital  oxygen  has  recently  been  administered  to  tubercular  patients, 
and  the  results  thus  far  have  been  somewhat  extraordinary.  The  im- 
mediate effect  of  the  inhalation  of  the  gas  is  a  marked  improvement 
in  the  appetite  and  increase  in  weight  of  body.  The  gain  in  weight 
in  some  of  the  patients  has  been  almost  marvelous.  We  shall  endeavor 
to  present  fresher  and  fuller  accounts  of  this, plan  of  treatment.  Dr. 
A.  H.  Smith,  to  whom  we  are  largely  indebted  for  the  utilizing  and 
making  known  the  administration  of  oxygen,  has  also  used  it  in  these 
cases,  and  with  decided  success.  We  hope  to  hear  farther  from  him 
in  this  matter,  to  which  he  has  paid  especial  attention." 

Various  new  drinking  fountains  are  to  be  erected  in  different  parts 
of  the  city,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health.  These  have 
proved  to  be  a  great  success  wherever  tried,  and  a  great  convenience 
and  comfort  to  both  man  and  beast. 

The  University  Medical  College  is  erecting  an  elegant  edificjB  in 
Twenty-Sixth  street,  opposite  Belle vue  Hospital.      Dr.  Louis  Elsberg 
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has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Throat  in  this  insti- 
tntion. 

The  Medical  OaxetU  says,  "The  editors  of  the  American  Jowmal 
of  0b9teiric8  and  Di$ease§  of  Women  and  Children  offer  the  following 
prises  (in  gold)  for  essays:  Fifty  dollars  for  the  best  essay  on  "catarrh 
of  the  nterns,  its  etiology  and  treatment;"  One  hundred  dollars  for 
the  best  essay  on  "the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  placenta;"  Fifty  dol* 
lars  for  the  best  essay  on  "electricity  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases 
of  infants  and  children; "  One  hundred  dollars  for  the  best  essay  on 
"congenital  deformities  and  diseases  depending  on  maladies  of  the 
uterus  or  membranes."  The  first  and  third  are  to  be  sent  to  the  pub- 
lishers on  or  before  March  15th,  1870.  They  may  be  written  in 
English,  French,  or  German. 

The  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  and  Correction  will  to-day 
open  a  City  Labor  Office  on  the  ground  floor  of  Plympton  buildings, 
at  the  junction  of  Stuyvesant  and  Ninth  streets.  The  object  will  be 
to  take  a  list  of  all  persons  desiring  help,  either  domestic,  agricultural, 
mechanical,  or  clerical,  and  providing  for  those  needing  work  without 
charging  a  commission.  Much  deception  is  often  practiced  at  private 
intelligence  offices,  and  poor  persons  of  both  sexes  are  swindled  out  of 
both  time  and  money  by  the  dishonest  men  in  the  business. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Jambs  B.  Burnst,  M.  D. 


VIENNA  CLINICS  AND  CLINICIANS— No.  3. 


ViENKA,  June  1, 1869. 
On  a  quiet  street  in  a  retired  part  of  the  city,  perhaps  half  a  dozen 
squares  from  the  general  hospital,  there  stands  a  modest  little  building 
of  two  stories,  dedicated,  as  its  inscription  informs  us,  to  the  holy 
Saint  Anna,  and  devoted  to  the  care  and  treatment  of  sick  children. 
A  row  of  benches  around  the  hall  is  filled  with  patients,  as  we  enter 
at  eleven  o'clock,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  professor;  these  are  the 
cases  of  the  polyclinic,  out  door  oases.  As  we  ascend  the  stairs  and 
reach  the  second  floor,  we  are  everywhere  agreeably  struck  at  the 
general  tidiness  of  apartment  and  attendant,  and  we  are  not  surprised 
at  finding  the  wards,  with  their  little  patients,  models  of  neatness  and 
eleanlinehs  throughout.    The  beds  are  small  cribs,  arranged  with  open 
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side  boards,  or  rails,  and  we  notice  that  nearly  eyery  one  of  the  thirty 
or  forty  in  the  medical  department,  and  half  as  many  in  the  surgical, 
is  tenanted.  Besides  these  rooms,  there  are  all  the  necessary  appoint- 
ments of  a  regular  hospital,  with  post  mortem  rooms,  quite  a  hand- 
some little  pathological  museum,  &c.,  &c^. 

We  find  a  seat  then,  in  one  of  the  wards  mentioned,  used  at  this 
hour  as  the  clinic  room,  and  near  the  small  semi-circular  railed  table 
with  some  twenty  or  thirty  surrounders,  and  become  here,  as  eyery- 
where  in  Vienna,  inyoluntary  auditors  or  students  in  sundry  branches 
of  philology ;  all  yarieties  of  language,  from  the  most  grating  Sclayonio 
to  the  most  mellifluous  Italian,  being  recognized  eyen  in  so  small  a 
collection  of  students  as  this.  One  and  all,  barbarian  and  oiyiliied| 
we  rise  to  salute  the  Professor,  on  entry,  who  tenders  us  his  gracious 
nod  of  recognition  when  we  are  seated  for  the  hour;  that  highly  re- 
spectable and  exceedingly  respectful  method  of  tendering  honor  or 
applause  by  a  crash  of  heayy  boots  on  a  hospital  floor  not  eyen  being 
indulged  in  by  the  Bohemians. 

Case  after  case  is  now»  exhibited,  with  short  practical  remarks,  un- 
til the  polyclinic  is  exhausted,  which  generally  requires  about  three 
quarters  of  the  time,  when  some  topic  suggested  by  some  well  marked 
ease,  concludes  the  hour;  then  follows  the  rounds  of  the  wards. 

The  rapidity  and  apparent  facility  of  diagnosis  which  is  based  om 
one  or  two  prominent  symptoms,  of  course  nearly  always  objectiye, 
and  the  simplicity  of  treatment  are  the  chief  features  of  excellence  in 
this,  perhaps  the  finest  children's  clinic  in  Germany.  Wiederhofer 
possesses  too,  in  a  masked  degree,  that  peculiar  afiable  manner  which 
is  requisite  to  elicit  symptoms  from  a  child,  as  well  as  a  certain  pre- 
cision and  decision,  we  might  call  it,  in  his  manner  of  question  and  ex- 
amination, which  preyents  much  loss  of  time,  the  natural  consequences 
of  his  long  residence  as  assistant  in  the  Foundling  hospital,  which  is 
fed  to  repletion  with  all  the  cases  from  the  whole  obstetrical  depart- 
ment. His  position  as  physician  tq  the  Imperial  family  often  calls  him 
away,  howeyer,  in  the  middle  of  his  course,  which  would  proye  a  seri- 
ous interruption,  were  it  not  that  his  place  is  so  ably  filled  by  Monte, 
his  first  assistant,  a  young  Italian  of  most  brilliant  promise  in  this 
field,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  institution  many  years. 

During  one  of  these  six  to  eight  weeks  course,  an  opportunity  is  pre- 
sented for  obserying  almost  eyery  form  of  disease,  and  eyen  a  few  rare 
and  curious  cases.    We  extract  then  here  and  there  a  point  or  two 
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from  oar  notes  of  the  paet  coureci,  limiting  tltem  to  practical  obserra- 
tions  on  the  diseases  of  more  fVequent  occurrence. 

Of  which  rachitis,  the  English  disease,  as  they  are  pleased  to  call 
it,  is  evidently  one,  for  scarcely  a  child  is  presented  which  is  not  more 
or  less  afflicted.  Rachitis  is  hereditary  in  certain  families,  and  is 
hence  sometimes  cogenital ;  should  both  parents  be  afflicted,  the  off- 
spring is  almost  certainly  a  victim.  Syphilis  is  a  positiTe  predisposer ; 
scarcely  ever  indeed  does  a  child  cured  of  syphilis  escape  an  ensuing 
rachitis,  and  the  same  effect  is  observed  on  the  child  after  syphilis  of 
either  parent.  Next  to  syphilis  ranks  tuberculosis,  and  especially  among 
the  diseases  of  children,  chronic  intestinal  catarrh.  Every  disease  of 
long  duration  may  prove  a  cause,  any  interference  with  proper  nutri- 
tion, and  in  this  class  particularly,  artificial  support. 

Among  the  earlier  symptoms  may  be  noticed  a  shortening  of  the 
hairs  of  the  scalp,  with  here  and  there  a  point  of  softening  in  the 
eranial  bones,  which  become  in  general  thinner  and  more  yielding. 
The  bruit  of  the  brain  may  be  heard  through  the  anterior  fontanelle, 
an  evidence  only  of  anasmia,  and  as  observed  in  all  diseases  with  this 
effect,  not  of  much  diagnostic  value.  Laryngo  spasmus  is  a  frequent  at- 
tendant. Should  the  disease  develop  before  dentition,  this  progress  is 
delayed ;  whereas,  if  the  disease  occtir  while  dentition  is  in  progress, 
the  further  development  of  the  teeth  ceases,  and  those  already  present 
become  carious,  this  in  contradistinction  to  tuberculosis,  wherein  the 
development  of  the  teeth  as  the  rule  is  premature.  It  may  be  that 
the  head  escapes  entirely,  however,  and  the  bones  of  the  thorax  only 
are  affected ;  sooner  or  later  the  thorax  is  affected,  when  the  cartilage 
of  the  ribs  enlarge,  protuberances  may  be  felt  anteriorly,  or  are  even 
apparent.  The  deformities  of  the  feet  and  long  bones,  some  most  ex- 
treme distortions  are  exhibited,  are  not  the  direct  effect  of  the  disease, 
but  are  due  to  neglect  of  position,  whereby  pressure  is  exerted  on  bones 
more  or  less  softened  in  the  peculiar  process  of  the  disease.  Congen- 
ital deformities,  which  are  not  seldom  shown  in  a  marked  degree,  are 
the  effects  of  intra-uterine  habitus.  The  only  disease  with  which  ra- 
chitis might  be  oonfbunded  is  chronic  hydrocephalus,  and  the  following 
points  are  given  as  sufficient  indices  of  difference.  R.  Dilatation  of 
fontanelles  moderate,  sutures  normal.  H.  Fontanelles  extremely  dila- 
ted)  sutures  also  more  or  less.  R.  Head  normal  in  size,  but  angular 
or  cornered,  presenting  angles  partictilarly  at  the  frontal  and  occipital 
protuberances,  giving  it  a  triangular  shape.  H.  Head  larger  and 
nearly  round.     R.  disease  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  which  is  other- 
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wise  gemerally  in  &ir  condition.  H.  Body  emaciated.  R.  Laryngo 
spasnu.  H.  Chronic  conyulsions.  R.  Pupil  contracted,  eye  in  situ. 
H.  Pupil  dilated,  eye  protruded.  Tlie  fact  that  rachitis  is  generally 
amenable  to  treatment,  and  hydrocephalus  is  not,  renders  a  difBirential 
diagnosis  of  more  than  mere  scientific  value.  The  chief  point  in 
therapy  ie  proper  nutrition.  Salt  should  be  tolerably  early  adminis- 
tered, even  more  than  for  adults.  Meat  soups  maj  be  commenced  as 
early  as  the  second  month,  at  first  once  daily,  then  twice,  then  three 
times,  when  raw  cooked  beefsteak  may  be  added,  amylaceous  food  tor 
be  in  all  cases  avoided*  Baths,  simple  or  medicated  with  various  salts. 
Great  attention  should  always  be  paid  to  position,  constant  decubitus, 
dorsal  or  lateral,  will  flatten  the  cranium  correspondingly,  no  one  pos- 
ture to  be  observed  for  any  length  of  time,  sitting  or  standing  to  be 
fDrbidden,  and  cod  liver  oil  to  be  administered  early  and  in  large  doses, 
even  to  sucklings  of  three  or  four  weeks.  The  following  is  the  fa- 
vorite recipe : 

Sc*    01.  Jeoorifl  Aselli  Flar.,  ^  i. 
MacUaginiB. 
Aqua  Font,  aa  q-B  at  ft^  mist  5ii  • 

Begin  with  Bss  doses,  and  gradually  increase  to  Jseper  day.  With 
this  is  gradually  given  a  preparation  of  iron  and  some  bitter  vegetable 
tonic.  During  an  attack  of  laryngo  spasms  relief  may  often  be  af- 
f  jjled  by  simply  drawing  the  tongue  outwards. 
^4r  Scarcely  a  week  passes  without  its  victim  of  tubercular  meningitis, 
and  there  are  few  diseases  which  more  sadly  impress  the  beholder  with 
their  insidious  ravages  than  this  same  affection  of  the  brain,  before 
which  science  with  all  her  progress,  must  still  stand  with  folded  hands. 
Did  but  our  knowledge  of  therapy  increase  in  the  same  ratio  with 
pathology  and  diagnosis  I 

These  are  the  prodromata  course  and  termination.  Disturbance  of 
disposition,  loss  of  playfulness,  occasional  vomiting,  emaciation  with- 
'  out  evident  cause  for  two  weeks,  then  a  peculiar  pale  color  fi^uctuating 
to  a  hypersdmia,  specially  marked  on  the  face,  vomiting  without  effort, 
a  regurgitation,  the  '*red  stripe"  of  Trousseau,  which,  however,  is  only 
corroborative  and  not  pathognomonic,  as  it  is  observed  in  other  diseases 
too,  in  this  disease  the  stripe  brings  them  out  of  soper,  a  peculiar  ex- 
pression of  constant  pain,  head  supported  by  the  hand,  sunken  hod- 
shaped  abdomen,  obstipation,  gnashing  of  the  teeth  from  cramp  of  the 
masseters,  pulse  at  first  regular,  then  slower  and  more  irregular,  air 
evidence  of  oommencing  dilatation  of  the  ventricles,  when  the  respira- 
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tion,  befbre  normftl,  beooHneB  irregular,  sighing,  eooTiilsions  from  ten  to 
fifteen  days  after  vomiting  has  oommenoed,  d«ath  generally  in  fifteen 
oc  MTeBteen  days,  oocaaionally  howeyer  lingering  to  three  or  four  or 
even  six  weeks.  The  disease  generally  occurs  between  the  second  and 
sixth  year. 

Of  erery  twelve  hundred  cases  sixty  are  eases  of  cronp.  StatiBties 
prove  that  thia  disease  is  everywhere  increasing  in  extent  and  virulence 
from  day  to  day.  Although  far  more  frequently  observed  at  a  more 
advanced  age,  croup  undoubtedly  attacks  sucklings  too.  That  it  oe- 
curs  epidemically  is  a  fact  of  general  acceptance,  but  that  it  is  conta- 
gious is  here  firmly  denied.  The  cases  of  croup  in  the  house  are  not 
at  all  isolated,  and  in  no  single  instance  in  six  years  has  the  disease 
attacked  the  rest.  The  professor  himself  has  time  and  again  received 
the  membrane  in  his  eye,  and  even  in  his  throat,  as  also  his  assistant, 
and  they  have  never  experienced  bad  effects ;  he  regards  these  eases  of 
reported  deaths  of  physicians  from  a  croup  or  diptheria  induced  in 
this  manner  as  cases  of  peculiar  predisposition ;  he  does  not  hesitate 
on  all  occasion  to  suck  out  the  tracheal  tube  when  symptoms  of  suffo< 
cation  present.  The  period  of  epidemic  is  that  of  cold,  wet  weather, 
spring  and  autumn  or  a  thaw  in  winter;  a  north-east  wind  in  general, 
with  a  low  barometer.  Croup  occurs  but  once.  Of  eleven  cases  of 
croup  trachctomised  and  recovered,  no  one  has  been  presented  for  the 
second  time,  and  these  of  all  cases  would  present  at  once  on  a  return 
of  the  disease.  It  presents  three  stages:  1.  Stedium  prodromorum. 
2.  £xadationum.  3.  Asphyxiae.  The  prodromat^ve  stage  alwa/s  ex- 
iste;  chill,  fever,  corysa,  pharyngeal  catarrh,  pain,  anorexia.  In  the 
second  stege  the  cough  becomes  paroxysmal,  with  suffocatory  symptoms, 
audible  respiration,  rough  inspiration,  which  is  longer  than  the  expi- 
ration, and  between  the  two  a  short  pause.  If  localised  to  larynx  ^e 
respirations  never  rise  above  thirty-two;  if  the  bronchi  be  affected,  it 
rapidly  ascends  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  even  eighty.  This  is  a  positive  evi- 
dence of  the  extent  of  the  disease,  and  should  always  be  carefully 
watohed.  As  the  disease  becomes  more  marked  the  epigastrium  sinks 
deeply  in  inspiration  from  one  to  even  two  inches,  the  supi'a-elavicular 
fossae  half  an  inch.  Cyanosis  announces  the  commencing  third  stage 
of  asphyxia,  pupils  contracted,  pulse  very  rapid,  akin  cool,  anaesthesia, 
emetics  powerless. 

Duration  of  the  disease  from  five  to  ten  days.  Prognosis  venry  un* 
favorable,  it  ranks  next  to  meningitis,  without  tracheotomy  ninety  per 
centum  fatol,  with  it  eighty  per  centum.    Croup  is  amenable  to  tieai* 
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tteni  <Hilj  in  tke  first  t^iro  stages;  in  the  stage  of  asphyitia  no  medi* 
nation  is  of  avail,  though  here  and  there  a  case  is  rescued  by  tracheot- 
omy. Leeches  are  of  no  avail  whatever,  in  whatever  stage,  likewise 
vesieatories;  both  long  since  discarded;  warm  a)>plications  placed  in 
the  same  category.  Bromine,  iodine,  iron,  Ac,  reoeive  the  same  de- 
nnneiation.  The  treatment  is  die  diligent  application  of  ice,  ice  dress- 
ings externally,  qnickly  changed,  and  ice  pills  to  be  swallowed.  The 
tmly  internal  application  of  val«e  is  the  inhalation  of  aqna  calcis  by 
means  of  an  inhaler,  Sigmnnds  herd  used,  as  aqua  calcis  has  been  fbnnd 
to  dissolve  the  membrane  ont  of  the  body.  Emetics  only  of  valne 
when  the  congh  is  loose,  as  evidenced  by  the  rales,  the  stomach  always 
to  be  filled  with  fiaid  a  half  hour  before  their  administration;  antim. 
tart  preferred.  In  the  first  stage  all  emetics  of  evil  eflfeot^  and  in  the 
itige  of  asphyxia,  they  shonld  be  careftilly  avoided.  Qninine  is  given 
in  Urge  doses,  one  to  eight  grains  from  the  fint ;  its  nse  shonld  how- 
ever be  diseontinned  after  the  second  or  third  day.  There  are  no 
■eans  of  preventing  the  renieposit  of  membranes  once  removed. 

Traehetomy  always  indicated  when  the  deposit  is  limited  to  die 
larynx,  and  sulFocatory  symptoms  occur,  it  may  be  perlbrmed  to  pro- 
leag  life  when  the  membrane  exists  in  the  bronchi.  Under  one  year 
tke  operation  is  always  fatal,  as  Tronsseau  tanght,  and  it  is  not  indi- 
cated when  cronp  follows  measles  or  scarlet  fever,  beeanse  of  the  co- 
eiisting  lung  trouble.  Traehetomy  then  is  not  to  be  performed  at 
€tiher  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  disease,  in  the  first  case  unneces- 
ary  and  in  the  second  useless;  the  prime  indication  is  the  stage  of 
stenosis,  as  evidenced  by  commencing  suffocation  and  cyanosis. 
Laryngotomy  presents  more  advantages  than  traehetomy,  as  from  the 
laryngeal  wound  no  pus  can  fall  into  the  mediastinum,  and  cause 
trouble  there,  as  has  already  several  times  occurred.  Mention  is  also 
laade  of  the  death  of  two  children  from  iniammation  ef  the  diymus 
gbnd,  which  someilimes  exists  to  the  tenth  year.  Should  respiration 
eease  during  the  operation,  oathetetimtion  to  be  p^ormed  from  the 
mouth,  and  artificial  respiration  eustained.  Oatheterisation  is  often  of 
great  value,  even  where  an  operation  is  not  performed,  and  is  never  to 
be  n^lected  until  the  indicatio  vitalis  calls  imperatively  for  traohetory. 
The  canula  may  generally  be  removed  in  eight  of  ten  days.  The 
treatment  of  dipiheria  is  exactly  the  same  as  die  alove^  the  diilerence 
between  the  diseases  being  only  the  pathological  one  that  the  mem- 
brane which  is  deposited  on  ti^e  surfkce  in  croup,  infiltrates  and  per- 
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HMateB  the  essire  muoouB  tiBsue  with  its  subsiratoni)  so  aeto  leave  a» 
ulcer  where  remoyed  by  force. 

In  no  diseases  to  which  children  are  subject  is  a  j^ropei  inrestiga- 
gion  of  the  cause  more  essential  than  in  the  affections  of  the  gastro- 
intestinal tract,  and  this  may  generally  be  found  in  a  faulty  condition 
of  the  nutrition.  The  milk  during  menstruation  contains  less  sugar  and 
serum,  and  is  not  an  unfrequent  cause  of  infantile  dyspepsia.  Coition 
affects  the  condition  of  the  milk,  and  a  re-impiegnation  almost  always 
acts  prejudicially,  so  much  so  that  the  first  of  a  family  of  rapidly  foU 
lowing  children  will  haye  been  sometimes  the  only  healthy  and  well 
nourished  individual.  All  kinds  of  artificial  support  need  most  care- 
ful attention.  A  wet  nurse  should  not  be  more  than  two  months  older 
or  younger  in  her  own  lactation  .than  the  mother  herself,  and  extreme 
care  should  always  be  employed  in  her  selection ;  many  a  syphilis,  ra- 
chitis, &c.,  follows  a  neglect  of  this  injunction.  Artificially  nourished 
infiints  should  always  be  returned  to  the  breast  on  the  superventioa  of 
dyspepsia  or  diarrhoea.  Medicines  play  but  a  secondary  role  then  in 
the  treatment.  Muriatic  acid  gtt.  ii«->iy.  in  gummy  er  aqueous  so- 
lution or  rheum,  grain  one-sixth,  or  again,  oascarilla  is  of  occaaionud 
benefit.  Where  the  milk  in  the  stools  and  yomit  is  coagulated,  alka- 
lies are  of  special  benefit.  K.  aq.  calcis,  aquae  dist*,  aa.  p.  ae.  M. 
Dose  Si-^iii  once,  twice  or  thrice  daily.  In  the  colic  of  flatnlencer 
wherein  the  pain  may  be  so  seyere  as  to  induce  conyulsions,  the  great 
accumulation  of  gas  may  often  be  removed  by  the  simple  mechanical 
introduction  of  a  tube,  syringe  noule  for  instance,  to  the  depth  of  one 
and  a  half  inches.  A  large  number  of  stools  daily  without  wator,  and 
without  the  sour  smell  or  relics  of  undigested  milk,  evidences  an  en- 
teritis follicularis.  Treatment — soups,  clyster  of  starch  after  each  stool 
and  rheum,  internally. 

Trousseau's  treatment  of  cholera  infantum,  the  calomel  and  mus- 
tard, is  highly  lauded,  if  applied  early.  The  calomel  is  given  in  doses 
of  a  grain  per  day,  and  the  mustard  is  applied  by  adding  a  handful  to 
a  bath.  If  the  calomel  produce  no  effect  in  two  days  its  ftiriher  use 
should  be  omitted.  Should  sclerema  exist,  the  mustard  has  no  effect 
whatever  on  the  skin.  In  the  latter  stages  ether,  musk  and  wine  are 
administered,  but  nearly  all  remedies  are  powerless. 

Typhoid  fever  is  not  a  rare  disease  among  children;  its  nervous 
symptoms  are  the  same  as  in  adults,  weariness,  somnolence,  sopor,  but 
the  delirium  is  generally  mild.  The  papules  over  the  chest  or  abdo- 
men, to  the  number  of  twelve  or  twenty,  remain  for  two  or  three  days. 
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In  eliildrett,  catarrh  of  the  lungB  is  OBe  tlie  most  important  eymptoms 
of  this  disease,  begins  generally  at  the  end  of  the  first  week,  and  grad- 
ually mcreasefu  Gases  of  typhoid  occur  where  the  only  evidence  is 
an  inexplicable  pulse  frequency,  of  long  duration.  Therapeutics  purely 
4ietetie.     The  great  majority  recover. 

The  pale  yellow  color  of  the  face  often  characterises  a  case  of 
syphilis,  as  far  as  it  can  be  seen.  The  most  frequent  form  exhibited 
is  the  pemphigus  on  the  volar  surface  of  the  hands  and  feet,  though 
general  eruptions  are  frequent  enough.  The  treatment  is  the  hypo- 
dermic injection  of  hydrarg.  bichlor.  grains  one  twenty-fourth  every 
-other  day.  Several  cases  have  been  shown  wherein  a  cure  has  been 
effected  by  a  total  of  one  half  grain.  In  very  youQg  infants  the 
mother  is  often  medicated ;  condylomata  are  treated  by  sprinkling  their 
surfaces  with  calomel,  and  then  penciling  with  aqua  chlorin ;  the  pain 
«nsues  on  the  following  day.  The  symmetrical  patches  of  yellow  de- 
posit on  each  side  of  tha  palate  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  syphilitic, 
rather  apthous.  Stomatitis  aptheroaa  is  treated  with  potass,  chlor.,  or 
aqua  calcis  pencillings. 

The  inspiratory  sound  is  not  a  necessity  of  pertussis,  the  staccato 
cough  and  color  of  the  face,  with  rales  in  the  chest,  are  sufficient  to 
establish  it.  Belladonna  and  its  preparations  have  been  found  of  but 
little  value ;  ordinary  expectorants  are  better. 

It  is  better  to  awaken  a  child  with  laryngo-catarrh  a  half  hour  or 
ikour  before  the  attack  occurs,  which  is  generaliy  between  twelve  and 
two,  and  administer  warm  drinks  freely.  During  the  attack  an  emetic 
if  often  of  value. 

Should  the  temperature  not  fall  in  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
eniption  of  measles,  some  complication  may  always  be  suspected. 
Pneumonia,  &c. 

Among  the  varieties  might  be  mentioned  a  few  interesting  cases : 
Case  of  persistence  of  the  omphalo  mesenter  in  canal,  communicating 
from  tlie  umbilicus  with  the  intestine;  no  similar  case  on  record;  faeces 
escape  at  the  naval.  Mention  was  made  at  the  time  of  a  case  of  last 
year  with  persistence  of  the  urachus,  which  however  is  not  so  ex- 
tremely rare;  this  case  died;  of  the  former  we  have  since  heard  noth- 
ing more  than  that  a  consultation  was  to  have  been  called. 

Case  of  hypersemia  of  the  meninges  from  a  premature  closure  of 
the  foutanelles;  head  droops  powerless;  convulsions  of  daily  occur- 
rence; hopeless. 
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CiMio  of  hyporplaiia  of  Ae  bi onohUl  gUnds,  iaduciitg  «  eMgh  ez- 
HQtly  simulatiiig  erovp.    Ofderod  sjr.  ferri,  iod. 

Caae  of  BtomaUtis  ^xndaim,  moat  exqmiMt0.  Ordered  »  penoiliii|p 
every  two  hours  with  aq.  caloui  and  oonataAt  af  pUoation  of  olotk 
moistened  with  the  same,  to  the  toagne.  Caae  of  oephalatoma;  thia 
affeetion  generally  oecnn  OTer  the  right  parietal  bone,  from  traumatic 
eaoae,  though  it  may  of  eouwe  occur  anywhere  on  the  cranium ;  beat 
Ireatmept  ii  the  subeataneoua  inciaioa ;  siiGh  a  thrombus  occurs  some- 
timea  i«  coaneciion  with  a  corresponding  tumor  within  the  cranium, 
without  the  least  symptom  of  brain  disease,  eitplieable  by  the  flexi- 
bility of  the  bona,  the  sofknesa  of  the  brain  tissue,  and  the  predoau- 
najQce  of  oonneotiye  tissue  in  its  composition  at  this  age. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 


THE  INDIANA  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION— TWENTY- 
NINTH  ANNUAL  MEETING— MAT. 


iVenifefi^— N.  Field,  M.  D^  JeffenonTille. 
FiM-iV^«u<0fii— R.  N.  Told,  M.  D.,  Indianaponi. 
^aNr0tery.^<Q.  V.  Woplea,  M.  D^  IndiaoapoUs. 
Aui9Umt'S§erHanf^W.  J.  Blstaii,  M .  P.,  ladlsnapolis^ 
Treaturer^W.  B.  Ljona,  M.  D.,  HantingtoD. 
Librarian — William  Wands,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis. 

RXP0RT8  OF  0FFICBR8  AND  COMMITTEXS  RECEIVED  AND  fUBAD. 

Treasurer  reported  no  indebtedness,  »nd  a  surplus  of  twenty-six 
doUars  in  treasury. 

After  considerable  discvssion^  the  annual  luisessment  was  reduced 
from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar. 

Dr.  L.  D.  Waterman,  of  this  oity,  introduced  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  which  was  adopted,  admittbg  to  membership  delegate^, 
from  all  the  hospitals  in  the  State. 

After  transacting  other  general  busi^ess,  Pr.  Kersey,  of  Bichmond, 
then  presented  an  essay  on  ^*Why  Doctors  Disa^ee^"  which,  after  be- 
ing discussed  by  Dr.  Moffet,  was  referred  to  the  publication  com- 
mittee. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


noossDiNos  ov  mtmoAh  looiBTiSB.  43& 


PBRXANSNT  XBMBERS  IN  ATTXlfl^iJiCX. 

W.  F.  S.  Cornett,  Madison;  J.  W.  Bo&nell,  Lebanon;  M.  H.  Bonnell,  Lebanon; 
ILH.  KeM,  Tampioo;  J.  K.  Blgelow,  IndtaaapolU;  H.  F.  BacneB,  Indiani^Ui;  L. 
D.  Waterman,  ladiaMpoUe ;  F.  J.  Vm  Yorbif,  Stoekwell;  G.  B.  Wrigkt,  Indian 
napolis;  Y.  Kersey^  Richmond;  J.  Y.  Hoes,  Nonnaady;  N.  H.  Oanaday,  Knights- 
town;  M.  L.  Martin,  Middle  Fork,  Clinton  oonnty;  N.  P.  Howard,  Greenfield;  F. 
W.  Beard,  Harrodeburg;  I>ougan  Clark,  Biehmond;  F.  J.  C«  Rawlins,  Elisabeth 
Citj;  Wesley  Allen,  West  Newton;  W.  B.  Lyon,  Huntington;  H.  Y.  Passage, 
Pern;  John  Lewis,  Ogden;  J.  H.  Stewart,  Spieeland;  Lewis  Williams,  Marion;  J. 
J.  Wright,  Indianapolis;  William  Scott,  Kokomo;  L.  Kern,  Alto;  N.  Field,  Jef- 
fenonHlle;  J.  H.  Woodbnm,  IndiamipioUa;  A.  L.  Underwood,  fit.  Paul;.  W.  F. 
Hawey,  Plaiafield;  B.  K.  Todd,  Indianapolis;  T.  H.  Lane,  Northfield,  Boone 
county;  A.  M.  Yickery,  Tipton;  William  A.  Pngh,  Rushyille;  A.  C.  Biiloa, 
Knightatown;  S.  C.  Thomos,  Milroy;  J.  T.  Jones,  Franklin;  F.  H. Sale, DllUboro ; 
6.  Y.  Woolen,  Indianapolis;  William  B.  Fletcher,  Indianapolis;  B.  A.  Oanaa, 
Huntington;  Theophilas  Parrin,  Indianapolis;  J.  Cochran,  Spioelaad;  W.  P. Parr, 
Indianapolis;  J.  K.  Parr,  Zionsville;  J.  I.  Booker,  Oa«tfe(on;  John  Moflt,  Bush- 
fille;  J.  P.  Avery,  Indianapolis ;  J.  R.  Weist,  Richmond;  Daniel  Morgan,  Bvans- 
frille;  W.  H.  Wishard,  Southport;  W.  N.  Ihuan,  Indianapolis;  N.  Mendenhall, 
Thomtown;  C.  Biehmond,  Kokomo;  William  B.  Marity,  Kokomo;  J.  S.  Lyon, 
Knightstown;  J.  L.  Athon,  Indianapolis;  W.  J.  Btotos,  IndiwapoUs;  T.  H.  Lane, 
Lebanon. 

DELEGATED  FOB  1869. 

H.J.  Boggart,  CbarlottesriUe ;  Wilson  Hobhti  Kaigbtstown;  M.  H«  EfMlfig, 
Lawrenceburg;  C.  B.  Millec,  Lawreneebnvg;  T«  H.  8ales»  PUlsboro;  W.  H.  Yanoe, 
Kew  Cozydoa;  D.  C.  Scoll,  yiofKOW]  WilUam  W.  Arnold,  KoshTiUe;  A.  B-  Gm- 
terlin.  Beech  GroTe;  L.  C.  Miller,  Alto;  W.  Lomax,  Marion;  Lewis  WiUiamf,  Ma- 
rion; S.K.  Hardy,  Northfield;  U  H.  Harrison,  Lebaaoa;  P.  B.  Ihim,  ZionsTUle; 
J.  L.  F.  Garrison,  Dover;  B.  A.  Oumn,  Huntington;  W.  B.  Fletcher,  Indieat9#- 
lis;  W.  W.  Foley,  [Indianapolis;  J.  S,  Bobbs,  Indianapolis;  G.  W.  Mem,  Izvdi*- 
napolis;  J.  H.  Woodbum,  Indianapolis;  J.  K.  Bigelow,  IndianapoUf ,  M.  Mendea- 
hall,  Thomtown;  A.  B.  Pilzor,  Marion;  D«  L.  Field,  JeifersonYille. 

The  Preaident,  Di.  Field,  of  JeffenonTille,  read  his  annnal  ad- 
dress, the  subject  being  <<The  Trpifblep  and  ]EU^op»ibilitiei  of  the 
Medical  ProfeMion." 

The  Pr^ident  appointed  the  foUowii^  coninitt^es  for  the  enmiing 
jear: 

On  Priae  Bessys— Pni.  Bobfas,  Onrraa  and  Hacraor. 
On  Stbics— Drs.  Cnrran,  Morgan,  Moffit,  Beokor  and  Weist 
On  Arrangements— Dsa.  Wright,  Todd,  Chailes  E.  Wright,  Avery  and  Gasten. 
On  Finance — ^Drs.  Athon,  Oliver,  Harding,  Hobbs  and  Pagh. 
On  Publications — prs.  Waterman,  Hanrey,  Wopdb^rn,  and  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Society. 
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The  President  made  the  following  appointments  for  essays,  tB  be 
read  at  the  next  annual  meeting: 

Dr.  Bobbs,  essay  on  diseues  of  the  prostrate  gland. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Woodbam,  enaj  on  the  symptoms  and  treatment  of  racipwat  insmitj. 

Dr.  Morgan,  of  BTansTille,  essaj'  on  the  operation  of  feeeetlon. 

Dr.  G.  V.  Woolen,  easaj  on  sjphilis. 

Dr.  Curran,  of  Jeifersonville,  essaj  on  anj  subject  he  may  select 

Dr.  W.  Wishard,  of  Soatbport,  essay  on  the  best  treatment  of  scarlatina, 

Dr,  Gommlngor,  ^ssaj  on  the  pathognomonic  signs  of  nephritis. 

Dr.  Curran,  of  Hnntington,  essaj  on  a  subject  of  his  own  choosing. 

Dr«  Parrin,  essaj  on  medical  edneation. 

Dr«  J.  S.  Athon,  essay  on  ovarian  diseases. 

Dr.  Mears,  essay  on  the  most  effeetiTe  remedies  for  arresting  alarming  uterine 
hemorrhage. 

Dr.  W.  Lomaz,  on  the  ascalatoiy  signs  of  Talrnlar  and  Tentricala.r  diseases  of 
the  heart. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Martin,  on  any  subject  of  his  own  choosing. 

Dr.  H.  y.  Passage,  on  the  influence  of  malaria  in  the  production  of  diseases. 

An  essay  upon  the  symptoms  and  treatment  of  dropsy  was  read  by 
Dr.  Moffit,  and  referred  to  the  committee  an  publication. 

The  following  resolutions,  introduced  by  Dr.  Waterman,  were 
adopted : 

Reiolvedj  That  hereafter  the  officers  of  this  society  shall  hold  their  official  posi- 
tions  until  the  transactions  are  issued  for  each  year. 

Se9ohed,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  issue  certificates  as  delegates  to 
any  members  of  this  Society  in  good  standing,  wishing  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
other  State  Medical  SocieUes. 

The  committee  on  credentials  reported  in  Ihyor  of  the  following  named  appli- 
cants for  membership:  Dr.  J.  B.  Sparks,  Union  Medical  Society,  Knightstown; 
Dr.  John  Medaris,  White  County  Medical  Society;  H.  D.  Reasoaor,  Grant  Cbunty 
Medical  Society. 

An  essay  on  the  "Digestiye  Assimilations  of  Medicines,"  by  Dr. 
W.  J.  Elstnn,  of  Indianapolis,  was  read  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Bigelow,  and 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  publication. 

Dr.  G.  V.  Woolen,  of  the  City  Hospital,  was  received  as  a  delegate. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Hospitals,  by  Dr.  Bobbs,  chairman 
of  the  committee,  was  read. 

The  report  embodied  a  form  ot  applicatioa  or  petition  t»  the  €kn* 
eral  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  building  and  maintenance  of  a  gen- 
eral hospital  for  the  indigent  of  the  State.  Debate  upon  the  report 
was  made  the  special  order  for  the  afternoon  session. 

Professor  B.  C.  Hobbs,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  de- 


^iyiiiz.cu  uy    ■ 


PBOCEXDIHQS  OF  MXDIOAL  80CISTIES.  435 

lifered  a  short  address  upon  the  importance  of  introducing  the  studies 
of  anatomy,  physiology,  and  hygiene  in  the  schools,  throughout  the 
State.*  He  thought  the  medical  profession  should  give  their  aid  by 
lectures  and  lessons  in  experimental  chemistry. 

Dr.  Lyons,  of  Huntington,  submitted  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Ethics,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in.  Their  report  denounced 
the  practice  of  members  of  county  societies  publishing  reports  of 
snigical  operations  and  remarkable  cures,  together  with  their  pro- 
ceedings, in  the  newspapers,  as  violation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics.  They 
also  denounced  as  unprofessional,  the  handbill  published  by  Dr.  J.  B. 
Boolittle,  setting  forth  his  qualifications  as  a  physician. 

The  Committee  on  nominations  reported  the  following  names  for 
the  ensuing  year : 

Pruident — George  Satton,  of  Aurora. 
Vtee-President—B,  P.  Ayres,  of  Fort  Wayne. 
Secretary — G.  Y.  Woollen,  of  Indianapolis. 
AMittant-Seeretary — W.  J.  Elstun,  of  Indianapolis. 
Treatur^ — W.  B.  LyonSy^of  Huntington. 
Librarian — H.  F.  Barnes,  of  Indianapolis. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Drs.  Moffit  and  Hobbs  made  short  addresses,  favorably  commenting 
npon  the  suggestions  made  in  the  address  of  Professor  Hobbs. 
Dr.  Bobbs  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Buolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  and  are  freely  tendered  to 
ProfesBor  Hobbs  for  his  address,  and  that  his  suggestion  of  the  manner  in  which 
physicians  might  aid  the  efforts  of  teachers  in  our  common  schools,  on  enlarging 
and  difihsing  a  more  general  knowledge  on  scientific  and  philosophical  subjects 
among  the  mass  of  the  people  should  receive  the  approval  of  the  profession,  and  so 
&r  as  practicable  be  acted  upon  by  its  members. 

The  President  announced  that  Dr.  F.  J.  Van  Voorhees,  of  Stock- 
well,  was  appointed  to  deliver  an  essay  on  "Mental  Influence  in  Dis- 


An  invitation  from  Dr.  Jameson  to  visit  the  insane  hospital  at  three 
P.  M.,  was  accepted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and  adopted : 
By  Dr.  Waterman: 

Betohedy  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  issue  certificates  as  delegates  to 
sU  members  in  good  standing  who  desire  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  t|ie  Ameri* 
can  Medical  Association. 

By  Dr.  Kersey :  ^  , 
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Host  of  Um  drags  ooniumed  by  Uie  p#opU  of  our  Stoto  an  Ukoa  wilbmit 

medical  advice,  and  without  the  iLuowledge  of  the  disease  or  mefuia  of  core.  TUs 
needless  use  of  medicine  is  always  hazardous,  generally  iiynrions,  and  sometimes 
directly  destructive  of  life.  The  practice  has  grown  into  an  evil  of  great  magni- 
tude, reaching  almost  every  fkmily  in  the  land.  Most  proprietary  medicines  are 
imd  in  this  reekless  w^,  and  are  advertised  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  their 
iale  and  ooBsnmption  by  tbe  people.    In  view  of  theaa  fitels,  he  it 

MuolMdy  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Societyi  the  practioe  of  advertimog  pro* 
prietary  medicines  is  fit  only  for  wholly  mercenary  publications;  that  it  is  essen- 
tially out  of  place,  and  degradmg  for  all  periodicals  designed  to  promote  the  pnblic 
good ;  and,  above  all,  for  enlightened  medical  journals. 

By  Dr.  Wateriaan : 

M«$ol^ted,  That  auxiliary  societies  may  refer  any  papen  they  may  deem  worthy 
of  publication  to  this  Society  for  its  consideration,  and  publication  in  tha  transao- 
tions,  if  approved. 

By  Dr.  Weist : 

Retolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  petitioning  the  State  legialatore 
to  provide  by  law  for  the  appointment,  by  the  Goremor  of  the  State,  of  a  Board 
of  State  Charities,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  investigate  the  whole  system  of  the 
public  charitable  and  correctional  institutions  of  the  State,  and  reoommeBd  such 
changes  and  additional  provisions  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  in  order  to  secure 
the  inmates  of  these  institutions  more  efficient,  humane  and  hygenic  influences 
than  in  many  cases  now  obtained. 

The  President  then  announced  the  following  committee  on  Dr. 
Weist'fl  resolution :  Drs.  Weist,  Stewart  and  Scott. 

It  was  then  on  motion,  resolved  that  this  Society  recommend  the 
profession  of  the  State  to  subscribe  for  and  contribute  papers  to  the 
We^iem  Jowmal  of  Medicine, 

Dr.  Wishard  offered  the  following : 

Btiolvedy  That  the  report  of  the  Chairman  of  tbe  Committee,  Dr.  Bobba,  on  the 
necessity  and  utility  of  a  State  Hospital  be  adopted  as  the  memorial  of  the  Indiana 
State  Medical  Society,  and  as  such  be  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana 
at  their  next  meeting,  and  that  every  member  of  the  profession  be  earnestly  solicited 
to  labor  for  tbe  establishment  of  a  State  Hospital  at  Indianapolis  separately,  or  in 
coigunction  with  the  present  City  Hospital. 

Dr.  Woolen  remarked  that  our  city  hospital  was  already  put  under 
contribution  to  support  cases  from  abroad.  Patients  were  sent  from 
mil  parts  of  the  State,  who  were  furnished  with  just  money  enough  to 
admit  of  their  being  set  down  at  the  fVont  door,  and  if  they  were  re- 
fused admittance  a  great  outcry  of  inhumanity  was  raised.  Instances 
were  on  record  where  young  girls  from  neighboring  to|rDS,  after  being 
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cedneed,  had  been  sent  to  the  Indianapolii  oity  hospital  for  treataneuk, 
and  on  being  refused  admittance  would  threaten  to  have  abortion  pro- 
duced upon  them  by  some  of  the  numerous  unsorupulous  quacks  ia 
the  city.  Indianapolis  was  a  great  central  point,  and  the  facilities  for 
reaching  it  were  great  inducements  for  persons  to  send  their  atticie4 
friends  here  for  treatment.  Many  of  the  worst  eases  brought  under 
treatment  were  State  cases,  and  the  majority  of  patients  offering  them- 
selves were  from  abroad. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Drs.  Bobbs,  Kersey  and  Curran,  all 
favoring  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  location  of  the  hospital 
at  Indianapolis,  as  proposed,  the  resolution  w$»  adopted. 

I>r.  Woodburn  moved  that  this  Society  give  its  influenee  wi  sup- 
port to  the  Indiana  Medical  College,  and  request  the  physicians  of 
the  State  to  co-operate  in  the  enterprise  to  the  extent  of  their  ability. 
Adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  Chapel  of  the  Hospital 
for  the  Insane. 

About  fifty  members  went  out  to  the  Asylum,  and  after  organizing 
in  the  Chapel,  a  room  devoted  alike  to  religious  and  secular  exercises, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inmates  of  the  institution,  the  essay  prepared  by 
Br.  Sexton  was  read  by  Dr.  Harvey.  The  subject  of  the  essay,  ^^  Cpxo-- 
Iliac  Dislocation  of  Femur,  Reduoed  by  Manipulation,''  was  earnestly 
discussed  by  a  number  of  the  members,  who  related  their  several  ex* 
periences  in  treating  dislocations  of  the  hips,  shoulders,  etc.  The 
paper  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  on  publication. 

After  adopting  a  report  from  the  committee  on  credentials,  ap- 
pointing Dr.  0.  Evarts,  Superintendent  of  the  Asylum,  a  delegate,  the 
Society  adjourned,  to  meet  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  p.  m.,  at  the 
Hall  of  Representatives. 

EYJWING  SESSION. 

The  President,  Dr.  Field,  in  the  Chair,  and  about  thirty  members 
present. 

A  motion,  made  by  Dr.  Weist,  fixing  the  date  and  place  of  the 
next  annual  meeting  was  adopted. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Harvey  introduoed  the  suljeet  of  puerperal  oonvulBions, 
which  was  most  ably  discussed  by  Dm.  Bigelow,  Kersey,  T.  B.  Harvey, 
Comingor  and  others. 

On  their  several  motions,  the  thanks  of  the  Sooiety  were  voted  to 
Dr.  Field  for  the  able  yianner  in  which  he  had  presided  over  their 
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meetings,  to  the  Secretaries,  to  the  officers  of  the  Hospital  of  the 
Insane  for  their  courteous  treatment,  and  to  the  press  of  the  city  for 
their  liberal  reports  of  their  proceedings. 

By  consent  it  was  then  deemed  inexpedient  to  make  any  offerings 
for  prise  essays,  and,  on  motion,  the  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet 
in  this  city,  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  May.  1870. 


New  Castle,  June  14, 1869. 

The  New  Castle  Medical  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
Present,  Drs.  Isaac  Mendenhall,  H.  M.  Minesinger,  S.  Ferris,  G.  W. 
Zimmerman,  John  Rea,  O.  W.  Burke  and  W.  F.  Boor. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  election  for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted  in  the  elee- 
tion  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Minesinger,  President,  and  John  Rea,  Treasurer  and 
Secretary,  and  Drs.  Boor,  Ferris  and  Mendenhall,  Censors. 

The  retiring  President  (Dr.  Mendenhall,)  not  being  prepared,  was 
excused  from  the  accustomed  valedictory  address. 

Dr.  Mendenhall  related  a  case  of  laryngitis  in  a  girl  of  thirteen 
years,  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  which  did  not  yield  to  the  usual  rem- 
edies, and  had  been  on  treatment  for  several  weeks.  Dr.  Ferris  sag- 
gested  the  curved  probang  with  nitrate  silver,  as  the  case  at  the  pres- 
ent had  assumed  the  chronic  form,  and  further  suggested  tonics  and 
cod  liver  oil. 

Dr.  Burke  presented  a  child  ten  months  old,  which  }iad  been  af- 
flicted with  convulsions  since  it  was  five  days  old ;  has  short  intervals 
of  an  immunity  from  them ;  three  weeks  the  longest  interval.  The 
child  habitually  costive,  the  eyes  distorted,  but  the  pupil  not  much 
changed  from  normal  size;  quite  indifferent  to  surrounding  objects, 
nurses  well  between  the  convulsions.  The  child  was  examined  by  the 
members  present,  and  diagnosed  the  cause  as  centric,  and  of  course 
the  treatment  would  only  be  paliative,  alteratives  and  bromide  potass. 

Also,  male  twenty-one  years  old,  scrofulous  diathesis,  anssmic,  with 
enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the  right  side  of  the  neck.  The  en- 
largement commenced  in  March,  and  increased  very  rapidly.  They 
appear  to  be  in  sections,  lobulated  and  so  large  as  to  throw  his  head 
to  one  side. 

Examined  by  the  members  present;  diagnosed  scrofulous  enlaige- 
meat  of  the  lymphatic  glands;  treatment  suggested,  syrup,  iodide, 
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ferri,  quinine,  cod  liver  oil,  and  open  air  exercise.     His  mother  died 
with  consumption. 

Pr.  Burke  read  a  report  of  the  ease  of  an  operation  on  McCorkle, 
at  Sulphur  Springs,  which  has  been  reported  in  the  We$tem  Journal 
of  Medicine^  for  strictura  urethra. 

Bo  J  aged  twelye  years,  scrofuloua  temperment ;  his  parents  died 
with  consumption,  and  a  brother  with  diabetes  melites ;  fell  on  the  ioe 
about  two  years  ago  and  hurt  his  right  shoulder  so  that  he  was  unable 
to  use  it  for  some  time;  and  about  a  year 'ago  fell  again  on  his  shoul* 
der  from  a  hay  mow,  on  a  barn  floor,  and  hurt  the  same  shoulder  very 
much,  so  that  he  carried  it  in  a  sling  for  several  weeks,  and  when  dis- 
covered the  shoulder  jpint  was  anchilosed,  some  four  or  five  months 
ago.  After  these  injuries  he  had  no  medical  attention  or  advice,  nor 
until  the  discovery  that  the  joint  was  entirely  anchilosed,  when  Drs. 
Boor  and  Mendenhall  were  consulted  and  recommended  to  apply  sim- 
ulating embrocations^  and  to  make  as  much  motion  as  the  boy  will 
bear,  daily.  Until  the  present  no  improvement  in  the  motion  of  the 
joint.  After  thoroughly  examining  the  case.  Dr.  Burke  said  the 
adhesions  should  be  broken  up.  Dr.  Mendenhall  was  of  the  same 
opinion.  Dr.  Boor  said  it  would  be  very  hazardous  to  operate,  not 
being  any  reliable  statistics  on  the  shoulder  joint,  where  adhesions  had 
been  broken  up  successfully ;  therefore  would  not  favor  an  operation 
without  first  notifying  the  family  of  all  the  dangers,  and  if  they  would 
take  the  risk,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  operate,  but  the  operation  was 
a  dangerous  one. 

Dr.  Ferris  said  he  would  like  some  reflection  on  the  case  before 
deciding  upon  an  operation. 

Dr.  Bea  said  he  was  opposed  to  an  operation  under  the  circum- 
stances. He  has  pretty  good  use  of  the  arm,  can  feed  himself,  saw 
wood,  harness  horses,  and  do  most  anything  that  others  do,  and  some 
of  them  with  facility.  The  dangers  that  would  attend  this  operation 
would  not  be  compensated  by  the  promised  benefits,  having  a  pretty  use- 
ful limb  now. 

On  motion,  the  secretary  was  ordered  to  prepare  and  furnish  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  for  publication  in  the  Weitern  Journal  of 
Medicine, 

Adjourned  to  meet  on  the  19th  of  July  next,  at  Sulphur  Springs. 

John  Rxa,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


440  WSBtXSLV  JOURNAL  09  XEDIUINS. 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OP  WEST  VIRGINIA— 
PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


CiiARKSBURe,  June  2,  1869. 

The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  West  Yii^ifiia  met  in  the 
Southern  Methodist  Church,  at  three  p.  m. 

The  President,  Dr.  H«  W.  Brock,  of  Morgantown,  ocoapied  the 
Ohair. 

The  Secretary,  Dr.  A.  H.  Thayer,  of  Grafton,  was  present. 

The  session  Was  opened  with  pfayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Way,  of 
CUrkflbnrg. 

J)r,  J.  W.  Ramsey,  of  Clarksburg,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements,  welcomed  the  members  to  the  city. 

The  roll  being  called  by  Dr.  Thayer,  Secretary,  the  following  mem- 
bers answered: 

A.  S.  Wtthler,  .Pnitil^wii;  J.  M.  Lee,  Olarksbarg;  A.  K.  Kuxut,  Prunty- 
towa;  IL  Campbell,  Patkerabarg;  H.W.  Brock,  (President)  Morgantown;  Elias 
&  Brown,  Bnckhaanoa;  J.  B,  Kendall,  Wirt  Court  House;  Jas.  M.  Laxxell,  Pair^ 
moot;  J.  K.  Berkabile,  Fairmont;  A.S.  Todd,  Wheeling;  S.  A.  HUdreth,  Wheeling; 
G.  Baird,  Wheeling;  H.  J.  Weisel,  Wheeling;  B.  W.  Allen,  Wheeling;  John  C.  Hnpp, 
(Treasurer)  Wheeling;  J.  M.  Cooper,  Wellsburg;  Wm.  M.  Dent,  Newburg;  J.  W. 
Kye,  MoundsTille;  J.  W.  Ramsey,  Clarksburg;  A.  H.  Thayer,  (Secretary)  Gmflon; 
J.  H.  Legge,  Qerman  Settlement;  B.  D.  Saffotd,  Parkersbui^g. 

Dr.  Brock,  the  President,  then  delivered  his  address,  which  was 
mainly  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  following  reasons  why  the  med- 
ical practitioner  should  devote  all  his  time  and  energies  to  the  purvnit 
of  his  profession : 

First — The  extent  and  intricacy  of  the  subjects  claiming  his  in- 
vestigation. 

Secondly — The  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved. 

Thirdly — The  reward  consequent  upon  the  performanee  of  the 
duty  indicated. 

The  following  applicants  for  membership  having  been  reported  on 
favorably  by  the  Board  of  Censors,  were  unanimously  elected  to  mem- 
bership, vi«:  Drs.  Wm.  Hukill,  West  Liberty,  J.  M.  Bowcoek, 
Clarksburg,  Wm.  M.  Late,  Bridgeport. 

Dr.  A.  S.  Todd,  of  Wheeling,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Med- 
ical Botany,  read  a  lengthy  and  instructive  report,  which,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Bowcoek,  was  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee  with  instruc- 
tions that  it  be  printed  with  the  transactions. 
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Dr.  Sharp's  report  on  New  Remedies,  was  read  by  Dr.  Thayer, 
Secretary,  which,  on  motion,  was  ordered  to  be  filed.  Dr.  Saflford,  of 
Parkersborg,  spoke  at  length  on  the  therapeutic  uses  of  Bromide  of 
Ammonia,  and  especially  as  to  its  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  acute 
rheumatism.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Hupp,  the  interesting  and  satisfactory 
report  of  Dr.  Hildreth,  on  climatology  and  epidemics  was  read,  which, 
on  motion  of  Dr.  Ramsay,  was  ordered  to  be  published  with  the  pro- 


Dr.  Ramsay  read  his  essay  on  Medical  Fraternity,  which,  on  motion, 
was  placed  on  file. 

SECOND  day's  PftOCEEDINOS. 

Essays  called  for.  Dr.  Baird,  not  being  prepared,  was  allowed  till 
next  meeting  to  prepare  an  essay. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Todd,  the  same  priyilege  was  granted  Dr.  Storer, 
who  was  not  present. 

Dr.  Brock  (Dr.  Campbell  in  thd  chair,)  read  his  report  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  petitioning  the  Legislature  to  enact  a  law  for  the  com- 
pulsory registration  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages. 

Dr.  Hupp  remarked  that  the  report  did  not  include  compulsory 
TEccination,  as  was  required  by  the  resolution  creating  the  Committee. 

The  report  was  received  on  motion. 

Dr.  Ramsay,  Chairman  of  Special  Committee  on  Fee  Bills,  made  a 
report,  which  after  much  discussion  was,  on  motion,  re-committed,  and 
Dr.  Hildreth  added  to  the  Committee. 

Dr.  M.  Campbell,  of  Parkersburg,  expressed  his  views  as  to  the 
disease  called  Progressive  Locomotor  Ataxia. 

Dr.  Hupp,  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  submitted  a  report  showing  a 
total  of  last  balance  and  receipts,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars^ 
and  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  fifty-two  dollars.  Referred  under  the 
CoDstitution  for  examination  and  report.  The  committee  subsequently 
reported  the  report  and  vouchers  to  be  correct.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Ramsay  reported  a  case  of  Amaurosis. 

Dr.  Todd  formally  presented  the  Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  By-laws  of  the  "Medical  Society  of  the  City  of  Wheeling 
and  county  of  Ohio,"  at  Wheeling. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  the  balloting  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  following 
eentlemen : 
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J^esidenl^J,  W.  Ramaayi  Clarksburg, 

ViM-Jhrendents—E.  A.  Hildr«th,  Wheeling;  J.  M.  Cooper,  Wellsborg;  SUmS. 
Bronson,  Buckhannon. 

Secretary — James  M.  Lazzell,  Fairmont. 

Treasurer— John  C.  Hftpp,  Wheeling. 

Otntora — H.  W.  Brock,  Chairman,  I.  K»  Berkabile,  M.  Campbell,  J.  H.  Legge, 
G.  Baird,  B.  W.  Allen,  W.  J.  Bates. 

Dr.  Hildreth  introduced  resolntioDs  creatiDg  a  committee  (Messrt. 
Lazzell,  Stafford  and  Thayer,)  to  invite  tlie  regular  practitioners  of  tke 
State  to  co-operate  with  tbe  Society  in  the  advancement  of  Hedieal 
Science.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Todd  presented  a  resolution  creating  three  districts  in  the 
State,  and  in  each  a  committee  to  report  on  Medical  Botany.   Adopted. 

Parkersburg  was  chosen  as  the  next  place  of  meeting,  and  Dtb. 
Safford,  Campbell  and  Clark  appointed  a  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

Drs.  Frissell  and  Campbell  were  appointed  essayists,  to  report  at 
next  meeting. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following  Com- 
mittees : 

Climatology  and  Epidemics — Dr.  Hildreth,  Chairman,  with  Drs.  Allison,  La^ 
cell,  Cooper,  Kendall,  Thayer,  Nicklin,  Putney,  Saflbrd,  Legge,  Charter,  M'Une, 
Wilson,  Bowcock,  Kunst,  Schumaker  and  Wilson,  J.  G. 

On  Necrology — Drs.  Berkabile,  Young,  Campbell,  Reeves  and  Dongherty. 

On  Pnblication— Drs.  Bates,  Hnpp,  Lassell,  Thaye):  and  GatnpbeU. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Cooper, 

Eesolvedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  at  next  meeting  on 
New  Remedies.    Adopted. 

Committee — Drs.  Cooper,  Sharp  and  Dent,  W.  M. 

Dr.  Todd  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  memorialiie  the 
Legislature  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  State  Geologist 
Adopted.  The  President  appointed  the  following:  Drs.  Hnpp,  Hil- 
dreth and  Kendall. 

The  committee  on  recent  medical  and  surgical  appliances  was  con- 
stituted by  the  appointment  of  Drs.  Berkabile,  Ramsay  and  Wiesel. 

Dr.  Hupp  offered  resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  Baltimore  k  OUo 
Railroad  for  commutation  of  fare ;  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist 
Church  South  for  the  use  of  their  building,  and  to  the  citizens  of 
Clarksburg  for  characteristic  hospitality.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Campbell  offered  a  resolution  which  was  adopted,  tendering 
thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Society  for  their  efficient  and  eourteoofl 
discharge  of  duty. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Lee,  the  Treasurer  was  instrocted  to  pay  the 
Sexton  ten  dollars  for  putting  in  order  the  church. 

Question  for  discussion  at  next  meeting  was  offered  by  Dr.  Stafford, 
and  adopted — h  child  bed /ever  an  infiammatiyry  disease  f 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Todd  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Parkers- 
burg,  at  two  o-'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1870. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


PKACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  ^TIOLOGt,  PA- 
THOLOGY,  DIAGNOSIS  AND  TREATMENT  OF  ANAL 
FISSURE.  

BY  WILLIAM   BODENHAMER,  A.  M.,  X.  D., 

TroftMoi  of  the  XHMUet,  Ix^aries  and  Mftlformatioiii  of  the  Bectnin,  Anns  and  Qenito-Uriiwry 

Orgaaa.    Illaatrated  by  nnineroQa  caiet  and  diawingf.    Hew  York :  WUliam 

Wood  a  €k>.,  ei  Walker  Street.  1868.    Pp.199. 


Few  diseases,  apparently  so  trivial  in  eharaoter,  are  productiTe  of 
the  amount  of  pain  and  discomfort  tliat  attend  fissures  of  the  anus. 
And  notwithstanding  the  attention  given  the  disease  by  eminent  sur- 
geons, the  diagnosis  and  the  treatment,  are  probably  not  well  under- 
stood by  many  of  the  profession.  A  complete  and  systematic  treatise 
on  tlie  subject,  consequently,  must  supply  a  want  in  surgical  literature, 
and  be  of  great  practical  importance. 

To  supply  such  a  treatise,  was  the  object  of  Dr.  Bodenhamer  in 
tile  preparation  of  the  work  whose  title  is  given  above,  and  we  feel 
sare  that  the  profession  will  award  to  him  the  praise  due  to  one  who 
is  successful  in  so  laudable  an  enterprise.  Chapter  I  is  devoted  to  the 
history  of  anal  fissure  and  the  views  that  have  been  held  in  relation 
to  the  disease,  together  with  an  extended  notice  of  the  disease  known 
as  ^'spaamodio  contraction  of  the  anus.*'  Chapter  II,  to  a  notice  of 
the  physiology  of  the  parts  involved  in  the  dbease  and  defines 
the  meaning  of  the  term  ^'  fissure  of  the  anus.*'  Chapter  III  pre- 
sents the  SBtiology  of  the  disease,  while  chapter  IV  gives  a  classi- 
fication and  description  of  the  same,  with  symptoms  and  mode  of 

•The  Editor  would  like  to  know  bj  what  richt  this  1>r,  BodrahaMr,  ''A.  M,"  givee  kimMf 
ke  above  title.  . 
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examination  of  the  patient.  Chapter  V  presents  the  details  of  treat- 
ment; that  of  the  author  ^'consists  of  topical  medication  combined 
with  dilatation,  and  sometimes  scarification  or  incision  of  the  mucous 
membrane."  ''The  chief  indication  is  to  modify  the  suri^ce  of  the 
ulcer  and  transform  it  into  a  simple  or  common  sore."  In  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  anus,  distention  of  the  sphincters  by  either  the 
bougie,  the  fingers  or  tents  made  of  lint,  is  depended  on,  as  being 
milder,  safer  and  equally  as  certain,  as  section  of  the  sphincter  mus- 
cles, first  practiced  in  modern  times  by  M.  Boyer  and  still  in  fayor 
with  many  surgeons.  For  the  same  reasons,  forcible  dilatation  of  the 
sphincter  and  by  means  of  the  thumbs — a  method  of  cure  advocated 
by  Pfof.  Van  Buren — is  objected  to.  Besides  his  own  plan  of  treat- 
ment, the  author  describes  the  other  methods  of  treatment  that  have 
found  most  favor  with  the  profession. 

Chapter  VI  is  made  up  of  illustrative  cases.  Twenty-nine  cases 
are  reported  in  detail ;  some  of  them  of  much  interest.  The  bibliog- 
raphy of  the  subject  concludes  the  volume. 

We  are  satisfied  that  while  the  profession  will  accord  to  Dr.  Boden- 
hamer's  book  much  merit,  all  his  conclusions  will  not  be  endorsed  as 
correct.     One  example  must  serve  as  an  illustration :     In  speaking  of 
fissures  other  than  of  the  anus,  Dr.  B.  says  that  he  has  for  a  number 
of  years  adopted  the  idea  that  ''the  disease  which  is  improperly  de- 
notninated  dymneiiorTluxa^  is  in  reality  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
fitture  of  the  o$  tinea;  and  I  have  so  treated  it  with  remarkable  suc- 
cess, namely:     By  application  of  a  strong  solution  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver  three  times  a  week,  and  gentle  and  gradual  dilatation  with  an 
elastic  bougie,  once  or  twice  a  week.     "  That  dilatation  exerts  a  power- 
ful infiuence  in  curing  dysmenorrhoea,  is  evidenced  by  the  known  fact 
that  if  the  patient  eould  become  pregnant  and  give  birth  to  a  child, 
the  disease  would  be  cured."     We  question  the  statement  in  relation 
to  the  cause  of  dysmenorrhoea,  as  well  as  that  in  regard  to  the  cure 
eflfected  by  childbirth.     We  think  the  incorporation  of  entire  pages  of 
untranslated  French  quotations  into  the  body  of  the  book,  as  well  as 
the  great  display  made  of  Latin  in  the  prescriptions,  not  in  very  good 
taste,  as  an  air  of  pedantry  is  thus  given  to  the  book,  that  was  not 
intended  by  its  author.  J.  B.  W. 
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PHYSIOLOOICAL  RELATIONS  OF  TOBACCO. 


•(This  b  the  concIudiDg  portion  of  a  very  interesting  article  haying 
the  above  title,  bj  Prof.  Hammond,  which  we  find  in  the  last  number 
of  the  American  Review.) 

Daring  the  series  of  experiments  immediately  preceding,*  when 
the  food  was  insufficient  to  maintain  the  weight  of  the  body,  there  had 
been  an  almost  constant  sensation  of  hunger,  and  a  marked  degree  of 
debility.  Neither  of  these  conditions  existed  before  the  use  of  tobacco 
was  begun. 

From  the  whole  of  the  experiments  I  conclude:  Firtt — That  to- 
bacco does  not  materially  affect  the  excretion  of  carbonic  acid  through 
the  lungs.     Second — That  it  lessens  the  amount  of  aoueous  yapor 

S'ven  off  in  respiration.  Third — That  it  diminishes  the  amount  of 
e  intestine  excretion.  Fourth — That  it  lessens  the  quantity  of  the 
excretion,  and  the  amount  of  its  urea  and  chlorides.  Fifth — That  it 
increases  the  amount  of  free  acid,  uric  acid,  and*  sulphuric  and  phos- 
phoric acids  eliminated  through  the  kidneys.  The  general  purport  of 
the  experiments,  therefore,  is,  that  tobacco  retards  the  waste  of  the 
tissues,  though  the  fact  that  it  increases  the  amount  of  phosphoric 
acid  would  seem  to  show  that  the  destructiye  metamorphosis  of  the 
nervous  tissue  was  increased. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  amount  of  tobacco  used  was  large — 
amounting,  as  it  did,  to  six  cigars  a  day.  Subsequent  experiments 
which  I  made,  smoking  only  three  cigars  daily,  one  after  each  meal, 
showed  that  the  effect  of  this  moderate  amount  was  to  decrease  the 

Snantitj  of  phosphoric  acid  excreted  from  the  system.  The  question, 
tierefore,  scarcely  admits  of  a  doubt,  that,  other  things  being  equal, 
a  person  can  do  more  mental  and  physical  labor,  and  with  less  fatigue, 
vnder  the  moderate  use  of  tobacco  than  without  it.  The  excessive 
use  may  be  injurious,  just  as  may  be  the  excessiye  use  of  almost  any 
substance  taken  as  food  or  drink. 

Another  important  physiological  effect  of  tobacco  is  seen  in  its  ac- 
tion upon  the  stomach,  as  increasing  the  excretion,  eastric  juice,  and 
thus  promoting  digestion.  It  is  a  well  recognized  physiological  fact, 
that  a  very  intimate  sympathetic  connection  exists  between  the  stomach 
and  the  saliyary  glands.  A  mild  sensation  of  hunger  makes  the 
"mouth  water,**  and  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  saliya  created  is 

•TImm  «xpeiineBt«  WW9,  flmt,  to  aietrtaiii  the  effsot  of  tobMoo,  when  a  ■afflciont  qimatity 
of  fbod  WM  digested  to  maintain  the  weii(ht  of  tlie  body.  Second,  to  determine  the  Inflnenoe  of 
tobaeeo,  when  the  food  waa  inioiadeiit,  and  when,  ooneeqaantlyt  the  body  wai  loelag  wtif  ht. 
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almost  invariably  attended  by  an  increase  in  the  quantity  9f  gastriif 
juice.  This  is  shown  by  makine  a  fistula  in  the  stomach  of  t  dosr  so 
that  the  gastric  juice  can  be  collected  as  soon  as  it  is  fomed.  •  Now 
if  any  strongly  sapid  substance — ^as  a  piece  of  tobacco  for  instance^ 
be  put  into  the  dog's  mouth,  an  increased  secretion  of  saliTa  takM 
place,  and  at  the  same  time  gastric  juice  is  formed  in  large  qoantitj, 
and  pours  through  the  fistula  into  a  yessel  placed  to  receive  it.  A 
cigar  acts  in  the  same  way  upon  the  salivary  glands  and  stomach  of  a 
smoker.  To  smoke  after  meals  is,  therefore,  a  perfectly  orthodox 
physiological  act,  and  is  another  example  of  coincidence  between  in- 
stinct and  science.  Many  cases  of  dyspepsia  are  cured  by  this  simple 
means.  Tobacco,  by  diminishing  the  destructive  metamorphosis  of 
the  tissues,  enables  mankind  to  support  the  effects  of  hunger  with  less 
loss  of  strength,  and  less  bodily  and  mental  fatigue,  than  would  other- 
wise result.  The  experience  of  soldiers  and  travellers  suffices  to  es- 
tablish this  fact,  and  is  a  matter  of  such  popular  notoriety  that  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  cite  examples.  I  have  frequently  noticed  the 
phenomena  in  my  own  person.  But  the  chief  influence  of  tobacco  is 
exerted  upon  the  brain,  and  other  parts  of  the  nervous  system,  and  it 
is  mainly  to  secure  this  effect  that  man  uses  the  substance  at  all.  The 
tendency  of  civilisation  is  to  increase  the  wear  and  tear  of  nerve  tissue. 
New  pursuits,  new  duties,  the  spread  of  learning,  the  discoveries  of 
science,  the  struggle  for  wealth  and  position,  the  turning  of  the  night 
into  day,  and  hundreds  of  other  factors,  act  with  a  power  under  which 
many  min^s  go  down  into  darkness,  and  others  are  more  or  less  shat- 
tered. To  avoid  the  action  of  these  causes  is  impossible,  without  a 
thorough  change  in  the  condition  of  society,  and  an  arrest  of  the 
mental  development  of  mankind.  Even  if  we  could  accomplish  either 
of  these  ends,  it  would  certainly  be  undesirable  to  make  the  attempt. 
But  it  is  assuredly  proper  for  us  to  look  for  some  means  capable  of 
lessening  the  ill  effects  which  are  produced  by  the  labors,  the  anxieties, 
the  sorrows,  the  troubles,  of  which  every  man  who  keeps  up  with  the 
world  must  expect  to  bear  a  large  share,  and  which  can  not  be  alto- 
gether avoided  by  persons  of  the  most  quiet  pursuits. 

Among  the  substances  which  man  has  been  led  to  use  in  order  to 
bring  about  this  result,  tobacco  is  one  of  the  most  efficacious,  as  it  is 
the  least  harmful.  As  a  soother  of  the  nervous  system,  and  a  pro- 
moter of  reflection,  it  acts  with  a  degree  of  certainty  and  yet  of  mild- 
ness, which  places  it  far  above  all  its  cogeners.  Under  its  infiuenee 
the  nervous  substance,  especially  that  of  the  brain  and  sympathetic 
system,  is  preserved  from  the  inroads  to  which  it  would  otherwi^  be 
subjected.  The  ability  to  comprehend  is  increased,  the  judgment  is 
rendered  clearer,  the  power  of  the  will  is  augmented,  and  all  this 
without  the  degree  of  exhaustion  which  otherwise  follows  every  pro- 
longed mental  effort.  The  greatest  men  the  world  has  ever  seen  used 
tobacco,  and  men  both  great  and  commonplace  will  continue  to  use  it 
till  they  get  something  better.  But  tobacco,  to  be  most  advantageous 
to  mankind,  should  be  used  with  moderation.  Like  every  other  good 
thing  it  is  a  two-edged  sword,  and,  when  employed  to  excess,  it  often 
causes  neuralgia,  indigestion  and  more  or  less  derangement  of  the 
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whole  organisaiUon.  It  is  wonderAil,  however,  to  see  how  many  per- 
sons can  endure  the  abuse  of  tobacco  without  apparent  inconvenience. 
Those  most  liable  to  saffer  are  youths  whose  nervous  systems  are  un- 
developed, and  to  whom  it  is  no  more  suited  than  pork  and  beans  for 
aa  infant's  stomach.  Whether  therefore,  we  regard  the  use  of  tobacco 
in  moderation  from  a  sanitary  or  physiological  point  of  view,  we  find 
no  grounds  for  the  apprehensions  which  have  been  expressed  relative 
to  its  deleterious  influence.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  very  certain  that 
the  moderate  habitual  use  of  the  substance  in  question  is  often  de- 
cidedly beneficial,  and  that  many  persons  become  so  accustomed  to 
€zces8,  or  are  so  constituted  that  they  are  not  injured,  even  though 
tiiey  smoke,  ehew,  snujf,  and  pass  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  an 
atmosphere  saturated  wijth  tobacco  and  its  exhalations. 

Sydenham's  Admonition  to  Bootobs. — Few  once  reading  can 
readily  forget  these  golden  words  of  Sydenham ;  nevertheless,  we  will 
all  be  better  for  being  reminded  of  U&em: 

"  He  who  gives  himself  to  the  stady  and  work  of  medicine  oQght  seriously  to 
ponder  these  fonr  thiags — Firtt,  That  he  must,  one  day,  give  an  account  to  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  the  lives  of  the  sick  committed  to  his  care.  Seeondty,  That 
whatsoever  of  art,  or  of  sclenee,  he  has  hy  the  divine  goodness  attained,  is  to  be 
ilireeCed  mainly  to  the  glory  of  the  Almighty,  and  the  safety  of  mankind,  and  that 
it  is  a  dishonor  to  himself  and  them,  to  make  these  celestial  gilts  subservient  to  the 
vDe  huts  of  avarice  and  ambition.  Moreover,  TMrdfyt  that  he  has  undertaken  the 
charge  of  no  mean  or  ignoble  creature,  and  that  in  order  to  his  appreciating  the 
true  worth  of  the  human  race,  he  should  not  forget  that  ikt  only  begotten  Son  of 
Ood  became  a  man,  and  thus  ftr  enaobled,  by  his  own  diguity,  the  nature  he  as- 
sumed. And  Uutfyf  that  as  he  is  himself  not  exempted  from  the  common  lot,  and 
is  liable  and  exposed  to  the  same  laws  of  mortality,  the  same  miseries  and  pains,  as 
are  all  the  sest;  so  he  may  endeavor  the  more  diligently,  and  with  a  more  tender 
affection,  as  being  hiaself  a  fellow  sufferer,  to  help  them  who  are  sick." 

IxGBATiTVDC. — If  thou  hast  the  brow  to  endure  the  name  of  traitor,  peijured 
or  oppressoc,  yet  cover  thy  face  when  ingratitude  Is  thrown  at  thee.  If  that  de- 
generate vice  possess  thee»  hide  thyself  in  the  shadow  of  thy  shame,  and  pollute 
not  noble  society.  Qcateftil  ingenuities  are  content  to  be  obliged  within  some 
€ompasB  of  retribution ;  and  being  depressed  by  the  weight  of  iterated  fiivours, 
may  so  labor  under  their  inabilities  of  reqnital,  as  to  abate  the  content  from  kind- 
ness. But  narrow  self-ended  souls  make  prescription  of  good  offices,  and  obliged 
by  often  &vonrB  think  others  stHl  due  unto  them:  whereas,  if  they  but  once  fail, 
tbey  prove  so  perrenely  ungrateful,  as  to  make  nothing  of  former  courtesies,  and 
to  bury  all  that's  past.  Such  tempers  pervert  the  generous  course  of  things;  for 
they  discourage  the  inclinations  of  noble  minds,  and  make  beneficency  cool  unto 
acts  of  obligation,  whereby  the  gratefril  world  should  subsist,  and  have  their  con- 
solation* Common  gratitude  must  be  kept  alive  by  the  additionary  friel  of  new 
courtesies:  but  generous  gratitudes,  though  but  once  well  obliged,  without  quick- 
ening repetitions  or  expectation  of  new  favours,  have  thankful  minds  for  ever;  fbr 
Ihey  write  not  their  obligations  in  sandy  but  marble  memories,  which  wear  not 
«nt  hat  with  tfaemselvea.— irom  Sir  Tho9.  Browne's  CkrutUm  Maralt.      r^  ^  ^  ^l  ^ 
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EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


Ths  RSLATI0N8  between  life  insurance  companiet  and  phjsieians, 
haye  come  to  be,  within  the  last  few  years,  of  great  importance,  and 
inyolve  no  trifling  interests.  These  relations  inyolye  rights  and  duties 
on  the  part  of  each.  The  physician  who  acts  as  an  examiner  for  sncli 
a  company,  is  under  obligations  to  furnish  that  company  an  intelligent, 
scientific,  conscientious  and  careful  inyestigation,  in  the  case  of  eyery 
applicant  for  insurance.  His  is  purely  a  judicial  office  in  the  single 
matters  of  health  and  probability  of  longeyity,  and  personal  feeling,^  or 
the  opinions  and  wishes  of  others  should  not  haye  the  slightest  influence 
in  determining  his  judgment.  Aboye  all,  the  examiner  should  neyer 
degrade  himself  into  an  assistant  to  the  agent — ^lauding  this  company 
and  disparaging  that — such  conduct  is  gratuitous  and  impertinent,  and 
really  is  one  great  hindrance  to  professional  interests. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  companies  owe  it  to  their  interests,  to  tha 
interests  of  those  insured  by  them,  and  to  the  dignity  and  yalue  of  true 
medicine,  to  appoint  none  but  well  qualified  examiners.  And  still 
farther,  they  owe  a  j^t  compensation  to  these  examiners.  What  that 
compensation  shall  be,  is  a  question  which  is  just  now  yexing  the  pro- 
fession in  some  parts  of  the  country,  and  we  propose  deyoting  a  brief 
space  to  its  consideration,  and  to  that  of  some  of  the  topics  whicli 
grow  out  of  it. 

In  regard  to  the  amount  now  paid,  we  find  it  differs  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  Thus,  in  the  Southern  States,  it  is  fiye  dolUrs ; 
the  same  in  New  York  City,  and  also,  we  presume,  in  Philadelphia  and 
Boston ;  in  Cincinnati  and  St.  Loiiis,  and  generally  in  the  larger  cities 
of  the  west,  it  is  three  dollars — a  few  years  ago  it  was  but  two — ^while  in 
Chicago,  which  bias  some  flfty-two  companies  now  represented  in  it,  and 
soon  to  haye  some  half'-dosien  more,  the  fee  in  most  cases  is  two  dollars, 
though  some  companies  make  this  sum  the  rule  when  the  examination 
is  made  at  the  office,  and  three  dollars  if  made  away  from  it.  It  can  not  be 
doubted,  that  a  fee  of  three  dollars  in  Cincinnati  or  in  St.  Louis,  is 
quite  as  much,  considering  the  relatiye  expanses  of  liying,  as  fiye  dol- 
lars in  New  York  City,  or  in  New  Orleans.  Nor  will  it  be  disputed 
that  the  difference  in  fees  in  these  localities  is  in  at  least  an  approxi- 
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mate  eoirespondenoe  with  the  difference  in  the  usnal  charges  for  profes- 
sional senrices:  it  is  likewise  probable  that  no  great  increase  in  the 
former  will  be  made  without  a  proportionate  advance  in  the  latter — in 
other  words,  as  long  as  doctors  are  content  to  make  professional  yisits 
for  a  dollar  and  a  half  or  two  dollars,  these  yisits  frequently  taking  as 
much  time  and  inyolying  as  patient  investigation  as  a  life  insurance 
examination,  such  an  examination  will  be  made  for  two  or  three  dol- 
lars. Another  point  to  be  remembered  is,  that  all  the  physician 
charges  against  a  life  insurance  company,  he  is  certain  to  receive 
promptly  and  with  little  delay,  while  his  practice  is  remarkably  good 
if  he  does  not  lose  twenty  per  cent.,  either  from  long  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  debtors,  or  from  their  poverty  or  from  their  dishonefty. 

Nevertheless,  admitting  the  fee  too  low,  as  it  undoubtedly  is  in 
Bora^  localities,  for  such  an  examination  as  companies  need  and  ought 
to  have,  how  can  it  be  increased  to  a  just  standard?  The  mode  gen- 
endly  proposed  is,  for  all  the  physicians,  regular,  irregular  and  defec- 
tive, in  a  given  place,  to  combine  together  and  pledge  themselves  to 
make  no  examinations  for  less  than  the  increased  fee.  Supposing  this 
much  accomplished,  a  supposition  whichis  quite  liberal,  there  are  inhe- 
rent defects  in  the  plan,  at  some  of  which  we  shall  glance.  The  his- 
tory of  such  movements,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  no  record  of  success. 

In  the  first  place,  every  educated  physician  who  enters  such  a  com- 
bination, says  to  everyone  else  in  it  who  is  called  doctor,  whether  he 
be  docbit  or  indoctus,  no  matter  what  his  medical  creed,  character,  con- 
duet  and  practice, "  You  and  I  are  upon  a  level,  whether  I  am  dragged 
down  or  you  brought  up  ]  your  professional  services  are  worth  just  as 
muoh  as  mine,  and  you  shall  receive  just  as  much  for  them.'' 

But  again,  such  an  organization  will  contain  some  who  enter  it. 
wi&out  properly  understanding  its  conditions,  or  under  previous 
pledges  to,  or  contract  with  some  individual  company  as  to  the  amount 
ef  fees ;  possibly  others,  having  facile  consciences  or  fickle  minds ; 
<me  or  another  soon  withdraws,  and  no  chain  is  stronger  than  its  weak- 
est Unk. 

Such  combinations,  trade-unions,  labor-strikes,  etc.,  belong  to  arti- 
fiina,  not  to  professional  gentlemen.  When,  as  sometimes  happens  in 
manufkcturing  towns  or  in  mining  regions,  a  confiict  occurs  between  labor 
tnd  capital,  labor  makes  its  demands,  and  not  only  will  not  work  itself, 
but  will  prevent,  if  it  can,  even  by  most  desperate  violence,  any  work- 
men coming  from  other  places;  sometimes  it  gains  its  demands,  often 
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there  is  but  a  temporary  accession  to  them,  and  sometimes  hunger,  or 
the  law  coerces  labor  instead  of  labor  coercing  capital. 

Suppose  the  life  insurance  companies  should  combine  together  and 
say,  when  the  medical  men  of  a  given  locality  combine  in  a  demand 
for  increased  pay  for  examinations,  '*  We  will  do  no  business,  we  will 
close  our  agencies  in  your  city  or  town  as  long  as  this  demand  is  made«" 
the  people,  so  fast  a  hold  as  life  insurance  upon  popular  sympathy  and 
upon  popular  interest,  would  condemn  the  action  of  the  physicians  in 
no  equivocal  way;  and  their  life  insurance  business  would  be  transacted 
elsewhere.  Or,  instead  of  suspending  the  business  in  such  a  locality,  the 
companies  could  readily  employ  competent  men  Arom  other  placos  to 
go  in  and  make  examinations.  Even  if  the  new-comers  were  to  become 
permanent  residents,  the  combination  couldn't  and  wouldn't  throw  brick- 
bats at  them,  or  burn  down  their  houses — a  few  in  it  might  resoH  to 
that  lowest  refuge  of  ignoble  minds  and  corrupt  hearts,  petty  profes- 
sional persecutions,  coarse  slanders  and  back-bitings,  but  these  weapons 
are  oftener  like  the  boomerang^  damaging  the  sender  worse  than  tkoae 
that  they  are  aimed  at,  and  the  brave  warriors  repeat  the  history  given 
in  Goldsmith's  Elegy  on  the  Death  of  a  Mad-Dog — 

"The  man  recorered  of  the  bite, 
The  dog  It  WM  that  dMU" 

We  have  little  faith  then,  in  combinations  on  the  part  of  physi- 
cians to  advance  these  fees ;  such  means  are  two-edged  swords,  and 
may  be  used  against,  quite  as  much  as  for,  professional  interests.  In 
labor-strikes,  abrupt,  or  unexpected  and  threatening  demands,  invite 
obstinate  refusal,  rather  than  conciliation  and  concession.  At  any 
rate,  such  a  course  ought  to  be  regarded  as  the  last  step  rather  than 
the  first,  just  as  cannon  are  spoken  of  as  the  ultima  ratio  regum. 

Low  fees  partly  result  from  the  crowded  state  of  the  profeaaion, 
partly  from  the  multiplication,  needless  and  injurious  as  we  think,  of 
life  insurance  companies,  with  their  multiplicity  of  examiners,  and 
from  the  loose  way  in  which  many  of  these  examiners  are  appointed, 
and  the  frequently  low  attainments  and  abilities  of  such  appointees.  In 
many  a  town  where  half  a  dozen  companies  ought  to  have  but  a  single 
examiner,  one  company  may  have  two  or  three.  The  agent,  with  an 
eye  single  to  his  own  profits,  wants  names  to  help  him  along^  or  actu- 
ally expects,  and  sometimes,  we  regret  to  say,  he  is  not  disappointed, 
the  examiners  to  electioneer  for  the  company,  and  selections  are  some- 
times made  with  reference  to  these  very  points,  and  not  from  high  pro- 
fessional and  moral  qualification ;  or  several  are  selected  to  gratify  the 
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whims  and  caprices  as  to  physiciaDS  or  schools,  of  iHdiyidual  appli- 
cants; or,  the  agent,  in  the  maltiplioity  of  ezaminers,  may  find  one  who 
will  pass  an  applicant  that  has  been  rejected  by  another.  Padding 
and  praise  are  the  two  great  objects  of  human  endeayor,  according  to 
Carlyle,  we  believe ;  but  good  physicians  don't  care  about  taking  these 
in  such  infinitesimal  doses  as  some  companies  are  in  the  habit  of  giy- 
ing  them.  If  the  best  brains  and  knowledge  are  wanted,  they  ought 
to  be  well  rewarded  both  in  honor  and  emolument.  Probably  the  ten- 
dencies of  the  times  are  too  much  towards  leveling.  In  medicine,  in 
this  country,  we  have  few  prizes  to  stimulate  the  endeavors  of  the  am- 
bitious ;  we  multiply  appointments  and  positions^  so  that  almost  every 
physician  shall  have  one  or  two,  and  of  course  the  level  can't  be  a  high 
on^it  is  terribly  like  dead  mediocrity. 

Let  the  life  insurance  companies  make  the  attainment  of  a  position 
as  medical  examiner,  more  difficult ;  they  will  then  have  the  best  ability, 
and  can  afford  to  pay  liberally  for  it,  and  this  they  will  cheerfully  do. 
Bat  they  can  not  get  this  ability,  if  leaving  the  appointment  to  an 
agent,  who  of  course  will  immediately  say  his  own  family  physician  is 
the  very  best  man  for  it;  they  can  not  do  it,  resting  the  evidence  of 
qualifications  upon  a  college  diploma — this  test  the  American  Medical 
Association  at  its  last  meeting  very  justly  ignored ;  they  can  not  do  it, 
trusting  to  the  responses  made  by  references  whom  they  don't  know. 
But  they  can  do  it,  by  having  in  every  State  where  they  transact  busi- 
ness, a  central  board  of  physicians  to  examine  every  applicant  for  a 
medical  examinership,  the  examination  being  especially  rigid  in  phifi- 
teal  diagnosU.  They  would  have  much  fewer  examiners,  but  these 
would  be  better,  and  they  would  be  liberally  paid,  while  suocessfully 
passing  such  an  ordeal  and  holding  such  a  position,  would  be  an  honor 
worth  any  man's  striving  for.  We  believe  that  thus  the  interests  of  the 
companies  would  be  greatly  promoted,  and  at  the  same  time  Medi- 
cine itself  would  derive  much  advantage. 

DisooysKiES  in  Scterice  hy  the  Medical  FhiloBophery  an  oration  de* 
livered  at  the  ninety -sixth  anniversary  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London, 
Monday,  March  8th,  1869,  by  Sir  G.  Duncan  Gibb,  Bart,  of  Falkland, 
M.  A.,  M.  D.,  LL.  P.,  F.  G.  S.,  &c.,  has  been  received  from  its  author. 
Commencing  with  Dr.  John  Fothergill,  Dr.  Gibb  presents  a  long  list 
of  famous  names  in  medicine,  fellows  of  the  society,  who  have  also  been 
eminent  contributors  to  science,  among  these  are  Letsom,  John  Mason 
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Qoodj  Edward  Jenner,  Crisp,  Gaunt,  Haasall,  and  Richaidsoii,  and 
briefly  refers  to  the  scientific  discoTeries  of  each. 

In  his  exordium,  Dr.  Gibb  thus  speaks  in  general  of  the  advanee 
of  science,  and  the  relation  of  physicians  to  it: 

"The  present  centarj,  gentlemen,  has  been  a  flmitftil  one;  steadily  from  year 
to  year,  has  science  adranced  onwards  in  all  her  rarions  aspects;  neyer  oetsing 
discoreries  hare  been  made,  which  hare  not  only  added  greatly  to  ov  knowledge, 
but  hare  afforded  a  due  to  the  aolntiott  of  the  mystery  of  the  creation  of  our  globe, 
Its  present  condition,  and  the  approximate  calculation  of  the  first  dawn  of  life.' 
Indeed,  it  is  only  within  the  last  few  years  that  so  mnch  has  been  done,  relaiirely 
to  the  last  mentioned  subjects.  We  shall  see  how  far  the  medical  philosopher  hii 
lent  his  aid  in  Airtherance  thereof.  The  medical  philosopher  is  peculiarly  coneti- 
tnted  for  the  obeerrance  of  phenomena  haring  a  bearing  npon  any  of  the  branches 
of  natural  science;  his  training  eminently  fits  him  to  note  and  to  obserye  the  ap- 
pearance presented  by  nature  in  all  her  forms;  and  he  who  in  the  beginning  of 
his  career  has  paid  some  attention  to  natural  history  and  comparatire  anatomy- 
branches  that  are  decried  by  many  as  encroaching  upon  that  time  exclosifely 
devoted  to  strictly  medical  studies — is  in  a  position,  if  favorably  placed,  to  discoTcr 
matters  of  the  highest  importance  in  their  bearings  in  all  branches  of  sciesce. 
Most  of  our  great  physicians  were  either  good  naturalists  and  comparaUye  aosto- 
mbts;  or  had  a  fkir  knowledge  of  both.  At  the  present  day,  unfortunately,  many 
a  man  only  begins  to  make  their  acquaintance  some  time  after  he  has  been  in  the 
profession,  too  late,  indeed,  ever  to  take  a  distinguished  part  in  his  generation  as  a 
medical  philosopher.  The  importance  of  natural  science  is  now  recognized  in  oar 
great  public  schools  and  uniyersities,  and  it  is  becoming  regularly  taoglit  as  a 
branch  of  general  education. 

"The  discoTeries  in  science  by  the  medical  philosopher,  are  so  numerous  and 
so  importaut,  that  we  may  point  with  pride  to  their  publication  in  the  trans- 
actions of  all  the  learned  bodies  throughout  the  world.  Of  the  multitude  of  honest 
workers  who  annually  bring  the  results  of  their  labors  before  the  British  Associa- 
lion  for  the  advancement  of  science,  one-fifth,  and  sometimes  one-fourth  of  the 
total  amount  of  work  done,  is  by  the  medical  philosopher.  Those  who  lay  their 
contributions  before  this  learned  body,  form  a  fractional  part  only  of  the  number 
who  labor  independently  of  its  fostering  influence.  There  is  something  peculiar 
in  the  character  of  the  medical  philosopher,  depending  upon  the  training  he  onder- 
goes  to  qualify  himself  to  practice  his  profession  which  makes  him  superior  in  mind 
and  thought  to  all  classes  of  mankind.  His  profession  is  the  first  in  rank,  and  his 
Tocation  is  the  noblest;  in  the  conscientious  physiciau  we  have  an  Ulustration  of 
the  true  christia&i  who  goes  about  doing  good  without  parading  it  before  the 
world." 

The  Dublin  Quabteblt  for  May  contains  brief  "  Optniom  /r<m 
Iruh  phyticxaru  on  the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatinhi,^^  We  select  two 
of  these  for  republication ;  the  first  being  from  Dr.  Thos.  £.  Beatty, 
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aud  the  second  from  Dr.  William  Stokes,  two  names  well  known  by 
every  intelligent  American  physician. 

*'HaTing  bad  the  misfortone  to  hare  ample  opportonitjr  of  studying  rheumatic 
fierer  in  my  own  person,  I  think  I  am  in  a  position  to  offer  some  obserrations  opon 
It.  My  first  attack  was  in  the  year  1823,  the  next  in  1826,  another  In  1828,  then 
in  1836,  the  next  in  1841,  followed  by  another  in  1848,  after  which  came  one  in 
1851,  and  the  last  wsa  in  1864.  These  were  all  great  and  serions  attacks,  besides 
which  nnmeroQS  minor  ones  and  threatenings  occurred  in  the  intenrols.  The 
earlier  attacks  were  all  acute  rheumatism,  and  as  years  crept  on  they  assumed  the 
natnre  of  rheumatic  gout  During  these  attacks  I  had  the  kind  care  and  attend- 
ance of  the  most  eminent  physicians  in  Ihiblin,  and  once,  in  1826,  Pr.  Stock,  of 
Clifton,  took  charge  of  me.  It  can  be  imagined  that  in  such  a  long  range  of  yean 
and  passing  through  so  many  able  hands,  a  rariety  of  treatment  was  adopted,  but 
sad  experience  compels  me  to  say  that  in  no  instance  did  medicine  appear  to  hare 
any  effect  In  controlling  or  shortening  the  disease.  I  was  ncTer  less  than  a  month, 
often  two  months,  in  bed,  and  another  month  was  required  to  enable  me  to  go  to 
work,  and  in  1836  and  1864  I  was  six  months  disabled  by  each  attack.  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  escape  any  threatening  of  cardiac  disease.  When  the  attacks  were 
orer  I  was  perfectly  f^ee  fh>m  all  disease  or  stiff  joints,  and  I  am  now,  thank  God, 
as  well  as  any  man  alive.  The  treatment  was,  of  course  of  Tarious  kinds*  Alka- 
lies and  colchicum  were  given,  but  I  don't  think  in  large  amount,  and  the  alkalies 
certainly  not  as  largely  as  is  now  recommended.  I  have  a  liyely  horror  of  the 
Bights  passed  in  the  beginning  of  each  attack.  A  state  af  semi-delirium  when 
awake,  and  frightfhl  dreams  in  broken  sleep,  to  be  succeeded  by  profuse  add  per- 
spiration, which  caused  an  indescribable  exhaustion,  and  was  abominable  la  smell, 
made  the  adrent  of  night  be  regarded  with  dread,  and  I  eagerly  watched  the  first 
dawn  of  daylight  to  haye  the  window  shutters  thrown  open,  and  thus  put  an  end 
to  what  had  been  a  long  state  of  suffering  through  the  weary  hours  of  darkness. 
As  joint  after  joint  became  affected,  I  found  the  greatest  relief  In  having  the  joint 
enTcloped  in  a  thick  layer  of  raw  cotton,  completely  covered  by  oiled  silk.  This  at 
once  gare  ease  to  acute  pain,  and  generally  in  forty-eight  hours  that  joint  was 
well,  but  it  often  happened  that  the  pain  returned  two  or  three  timeq  to  the  same 
joint.  I  hare  had  at  the  same  moment  every  joint  of  my  body,  including  the  joints 
of  my  neck,  in  a  state  of  acute  suffering.  I  constantly  observed,  when  any  of  the 
large  joints  were  affected,  such  as  the  knee,  shoulder,  or  elbow,  that  I  could  localize 
the  disease  to  one  of  the  small  articulations  connected  with  It  Thus  in  the  knee 
1  could  distinctly  discern  that  the  seat  of  the  disease  was  the  articulation  of  the 
fibula  with  the  tibia,  and  I  could  cover  the  whole  of  the  part  fh>m  which  the  pain 
proceeded  with  the  point  of  my  finger.  And  in  the  shoulder,  where  the  whole 
joint  appeared  to  be  suffering,  I  could  localize  the  entire  mischief  to  the  junction  of 
the  clavicle  with  the  acromion  process ;  and  in  the  elbow  the  joint  of  the  radius  with 
the  ulna  was  the  seat  of  the  disease.  Opiates  at  night  to  procure  sleep,  and  the 
cotton  and  oiled  silk  were  what  I  derived  most  benefit  from.  In  my  own  practice 
the  most  rapid  recoveries  I  have  seen  in  young  persons  have  been  ftom  the  A*ee  use 
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of  lemon  juice,  from  one  to  two  ounces  of  which  were  given  every  third  or  fonrth 
hour." 

Dr.  Stokes  writes  as  follows  : 

"I  do  not  know  of  any  diaease  .that  more  unmistekeahly  shows  the  change  of 
type  than  rbettmatic  fever.  It  was  a  very  different  disease  thirty  or  thirty-five 
years  ago  than  what  it  is  now.  It  was  marked  by  a  high  inflammatory  fever,  a 
bumiag  skin,  a  bounding  and  resisting  pulse,  **  inviting  the  lancet,*'  strong  action 
of  the  heart,  intense  local  irritation,  and  extreme  pain.  Our  practice  never  was 
bleeding  on  the  e<nip  tur  coup  system  of  Bouillaud,  but  we  found  that  one  bleeding 
in  the  early  periods  was  well  borne,  and  that  patients  so  treated  made  better  and 
more  speedy  convalescences  than  those  who  were  not  bled.  The  blood  was  always 
buffed  and  cupped  in  a  high  degree.  Local  bleeding  by  leeches  was  practiced, 
following  the  arthritis  flrom  Joint  to  joint  with  a  moderate  number  of  leeches. 
When  the  internal  organs  were  attacked  the  inflammation  was  most  acute.  ITe 
have  had  nothing  like  it  for  years. 

''The  whole  character  of  rheumatic  fever  in  Dublin  for  many  years  has  been 
changed,  and,  as  regards  the  constitutional  and  the  local  symptoms,  it  is  mainly  of 
an' asthenic  type.  Some  of  the  cases,  at  an  early  period,  have  a  tendency  to  pyemia. 
They  show  purulent  sudamina,  feebleness  of  circulation,  bed  sores,  and  commonly 
exhibit  various  forms  of  anemic  murmur  in  the  heart  and  arteries  in  the  advanced 
stages.  The  convalescence  is  slow  and  unsatisfactory,  and  in  many  of  them,  even 
with  pericarditis,  such  was  the  debility  of  the  heart,  that  wine  bad  to  be  used  with 
freedom.    It  often  removed  the  irregularity  of  the  pulse. 

"  I  have  long  disbelieved  in  the  efficacy  of  any  of  the  proposed  specific  treat- 
ments for  acute  rheumatism  or  rheumatic  fever,  including  mercury,  opium  in  large 
doses,  bark,  colchicum,  alkalies  and  acids.  The  disease,  like  continued  fever,  wiU 
run  its  course,  and  the  principles  of  treatment  are  the  same  in  both  cases.  Wt 
are  to  support  the  strength  and  alleviate  pain,  and  employ  tonics  in  the  advanced 
stages. 

'<  Some  of  the  most  protracted  convalescences  I  have  ever  seen  were  in  cases  in 
which,  as  was  the  practice  long  ago,  the  patients  were,  at  an  early  period,  brought 
under  the  influence  of  mercury.  I  conceive  that  Dr.  Gull  and  his  colleague  have 
done  good  service  to  practical  medicine  in  bringing  forward  observations  on  this 
subject." 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Cameron,  in  the  same  journal,  speaks  highly  of 
ihe/errtc  iodate  as  a  substitute  for  iodide  of  iron,  the  objections  to 
the  latter  being  its  instability  and  its  intensely  disagreeable  taste, 
while  the  iodate  is  stable,  nearly  tasteless  and  does  not  stain  the  teeth, 
and  contains  a  large  quantity  of  ''condensed'*  oxygen. 

M.  Alphonsb  Gubbin  reported  to  the  Academy  a  case  of  purulent 
infection  cured  btf  lar^  do9e$  of  quinine — two,  three  and  four  grammes 
a  day,  giving  details  of  disease  and  treatment.  Most  of  the  members 
were  doubtful  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  agent  in  such  cure. — Archivet 
G6iirale9,  June,  1869. 
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PiTLSB  IN  Capillaries  and  Veins. — Dr.  H.  Quincke,  {Berliner 
KliniMche  Wochemchri/t^  1868,  No.  34)  has  observed  that  a  capillary 
palse  may  be  seen  under  the  finger-nails  of  most  persons.  He  says 
that  the  white  lunula  of  the  nail  becomes  smaller  at  every  systole  of 
the  left  ventricle.  The  phenomenon  is  best  seen  when  the  hand  is 
raised  above  the  head  so  as  to  diminish  the  blood  pressure  in  the 
hand  and  thereby  exaggerate  the  difference  between  the  systolic  con- 
gestion and  diastolic  anaemia  which  takes  place  in  its  vessels.  This 
capillary  pulse  is  well  marked  in  slight  forms  of  anaemia  and  chlorosis 
and  also  in  cases  of  aortic  insufficiency.  Quincke  observed  a  venous 
pulse  in  the  veins  on  the  back  of  his-  hand  when  they  were  subjected 
to  a  high  temperature;  he  also  noticed  it  in  the  victims  of  aortic 
insufficiency.  It  was  present  in  the  veins  of  the  hand  of  a  woman 
who  had  slight  hypertrophy. of  the  left  ventricle,  and  in  a  man  who, 
owing  to  a  fracture  of  the  vertebra  and  injury  of  the  spinal  cord  ap- 
peared to  have  palsy  of  vaso-motor  nerves. — Journal  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology. 

M.  Depaul  presented  to  the  Acadimie  de  Medectne  a  tumor  which 
he  had  recently  removed  from  the  posterior  and  inferior  portions  f 
the  trunk,  the  coccygeal  region,  in  an  infant  two  days  old.  From  the 
eharacters  of  this  tumor,  in  which  were  found  bone,  muscle,  arteries, 
and  a  portion  of  intestine,  he  concluded  that  it  was  constituted  by  the 
rudiments  of  an  embryo ;  it  was  then  a  case  of  pregnancy  par  inclu- 
lion,  indicating  an  ovum  primordially  diseased,  and  destined  to  produce 
two  individuals,  only  one  of  which  was  normally  developed.  M.  De- 
paul  stated  that  there  were  four  or  five  varieties  of  tumors  which  may 
be  found  in  the  same  situation.  First^  tumors  par  inclunon;  second^ 
myelocytic  tumors;  third,  tumors  formerd  ofj  embryoplastic  tissue; 
fourth^  from  dropsy  of  the  meninges  of  the  cord;  fi/thj  from  hyper- 
trophy of  the  coccygeal  gland,  or  the  gland  of  Luschka. — Archives 
GiniraUs,  June,  1869. 

P&or.  Alden  March,  of  Albany,  died  on  the  19th  of  last  month, 
in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  Those  of  us  who  met  him  at  New  Orleans 
last  May,  could  not  anticipate,  marking  his  vigorous  step  and  manly 
form,  greeted  with  his  generous  smile  and  the  hearty  grasp  of  his 
hand,  that  in  six  weeks  he  would  breathe  his  last.  It  is  now  about 
ten  years  since  we  had  the  honor  of  first  making  his  acquaintance; 
and  our  first  interview  was  in  one  of  those  cases  in  which  his  opinion 
was  worth  that  of  any  surgeon  in  the  world,  vii :  of  hip-joint  disease. 
We  feel  that  his  death  is  to  us  a  personal  loss;  but  this  is  a  minor 
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matter — it  is  a  loss  to  medicine,  to  the  conntrj  and  to  bumanity.  He 
was,  indeed,  a  noble  man ;  the  crown  of  his  professional  greatness  and 
of  his  noble  manhood  being  the  simple  fiiith  and  life  of  the  christian. 

LlBEAmT  MSDICAL  DtPABTMSKT  UviTSBSITT  OF  LoUISYILLK, 

May  27th,  1869. 

At  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  Medical  Colleges  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  question  of  fees,  which  was  held  this  day,  the  fol- 
lowing colleges  were  represented  by  delegate  or  letter,  vis : 

University  of  Nashville;  Shelby  Medical  College,  Nashville;  Mem- 

?his  Medical  College;  St.  Louis  Medical  College;  Humboldt  Medical 
!ollege  of  St.  Louis;  Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago;  Chioago 
Medical  College;  Indiana  Medical  College  of  Indianapolis;  Miami 
Medical  College  of  Cincinnati ;  University  of  Louisville. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Bowling  was  elected  chairman,  and  Dr.  Bayless 
secretary  of  the  meeting.  After  a  prolonged  conference,  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

WHiBaAfl,  The  call  for  a  conyention  of  delegates  from  the  Medical  Colleges  of 
the  West,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  a  aniform  scale  of  fbea  sent  bjr  the  Fac- 
ulty of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Unirersitj  of  Loaisrille  to  the  College  of 
Nashville,  Memphis,  Cincinnati,  Columbus,  Cleveland,  Detroit^  Chicago,  St.  Louis, 
Indianapolis  and  Louisville,  has  met  with  a  cordial  response  in  person  or  by  letter 
from  a  m^'ority  of  said  Colleges,  and 

WniaiAB,  The  fiu;t  that  several  of  said  Colleges  have  issued  their  annonaee- 
meats  for  the  ensuing  sessions  makes  definite  action  at  present  impossible,  and 

WRiaiAs,  The  views  and  opinions  of  the  various  schools  as  given  by  dele- 
gates and  letters  differ  greatly,  therefore  be  it 

Xeaolvedj  That  it  is  the  hope  of  this  Convention  that  a  uniform  scale  of  charges 
shall  be  adopted  by  all  the  Medical  Colleges  of  our  country,  and  we  do  most  emm- 
estly  advise  such  a  scale  shall  be  agreed  upon;  and  it  is  our  belief  that  the  glory 
and  usefulness  of  the  profession  would  be  enhanced  by  the  adoption  of  the  highest 
rate  advised  by  the  American  Medical  Association. 

MeMoh^df  It  is  aot  less  to  be  hoped  that  all  the  Medical  Colleges  of  oar  country 
would  fix  a  higher  standard  of  preliminary  and  medical  education  as  a  pre-reqoisite 
for  g^raduation. 

Reiolvedf  That  the  Convention  request  all  the  Medical  Colleges  in  the  United 
States  to  send  each  one  delegate  to  a  'meeting  to  be  held  in  Washington,  on  Mon- 
day, May  2nd,  1870,  to  take  efficient  steps  toward  carrying  out  in  good  fidth  Uie 
recommendations  of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  reference  to  medial  edu- 
cation, and  also  to  form  a  permanent  association  of  American  medical  teachers. 

JUwhedf  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  sent  to  all  the  medical  journals 
in  the  country. 

Geo.  W.  Batlsss,  Secretary.  Wm.  BoWLlNa,  Preddent. 

Ths  editor  was  sick  while  a  considerable  portion  of  this  number 
was  passing  through  the  press.  Readers  will  please  receive  this  ex- 
planation of  several  typo^phical  errors,  which,  however  much  thej 
may  annoy  them,  annoy  him  ten  fold  more. 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  if  man  hM  passions  which  impel  him  to  the  dettniction  of  man,  it 
he  be  the  only  animal  who,  despising  his  natural  means  of  attack  and  defence,  has  derisod  new 
Bctni  of  destmction,  he  is  also  the  only  animal  who  has  the  desire,  or  the  power,  to  relieTs  the 
liiBrlnei  of  his  fellow  citlaens,  and  in  whom  the  co-existence  of  reason  and  benevolenoe  atteata 
SBonU  as  well  as  an  intelleetnal  superiority.— Okatsb*  GuincAX  Hxdxoihs. 
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BARTON'S  OPERATION  FOR  BONY  ANCHYLOSIS  OF  KNEE- 
JOINT.  

BT  GEO.  C.  BLACKUAN,  H.  B., 
Professor  of  Surgery  In  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  etc. 


Daring  a  recent  professional  yisit  to  Eaton,  0.,  mj  friend  Dr.  A. 
H.  Stevens,  bad  the  kindness  to  show  me  a  young  gentleman  on  whom 
I  performed  the  above  operation  in  April,  1861.  The  result  has  been 
most  gratifying.  The  leg  is  very  slightly  flexed,  and  the  patient 
walks  with  a  gait  nearly  natural.  In  looking  over  the  records  of  the 
old  St.  John's  Hospital,  I  find  a  report  of  the  case  carefully  drawn 
up  by  Dr.  Thomas  Macmillan,  a  well-known  surgeon  of  the  regular 
army,  and  who,  at  that  time,  was  one  of  the  resident  physicians  of  the 
institution.     We  copy  the  more  important  details  of  this  report: 

"Benjamin  F.  Stark,  ast.  twenty,  farmer,  admitted  April  Ist,  1861.  Eleven 
yean  ago  cot  his  right  knee  with  an  axe,  making  a  wonnd  seven  inches  long  and 
i  qnarter  of  an  inch  in  depth,  on  the  inner  side  of  the  knee.  This  was  followed 
bj  great  inflammation,  and  when  it  subsided  the  joint  was  stiff  and  the  limb 
Btraight.  Some  months  afterwards  the  leg  began  gradually  to  become  flexed,  and 
finallj  became  immovablj  fixed  at  a  point  which  left  the  heel  about  eight  inches 
ftem  the  floor,  or  nearly  at  a  right  angle.  On  the  2d  of  April,  the  patient  being 
hiRj  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  Prof.  B.  attempted  with  great  force,  but 
tusocoessfully,  to  break  up  the  adhesions.  In  this  he  was  assisted  by  Drs.  Tripler 
and  Foster.  On  the  5th  of  April,  assisted  by  the  same  gentlemen,  Prof.  B.  pro- 
ceeded to  perform  Barton's  operation  of  ^xsecting  a  wedge-shaped  piece  of  bone, 
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A  semilanar  incision  was  made  oyer  the  ft-ont  part  of  the  thigh,  commencing 
about  two  and  one-half  or  three  inches  above  the  condyles.  The  soft  parts  were 
then  detached  and  reflected  so  as  to  expose  the  bone.  The  saw  was  now  applied 
so  as  to  remove  a  wedge-shaped  piece  of  the  femor,  measuring  on  its  anterior  sur- 
face about  one  and  three-quarters  of  an  iadi  in  extent.  At  the  apex  of  the  wedge^ 
on  the  posterior  surface  the  bone  was  not  completely  dirided,  a  few  lines  in  thick- 
ness haTing  been  left.  The  patella  being  verj  prominent,  the  greater  portion  was 
removed.  The  hemhorrhage  was  very  trifling,  no  vessel  requiring  a  ligature. 
The  flap  having  been  replaced  and  secured  with  stitches,  the  limb  was  placed  in  a 
Mclntyre's  splint,  the  angle  of  which  being  that  of  the  limb  before  the  operatioB. 
The  patient  rallied  well  from  the  operation,  and  the  following  night  was  passed 
comfortably  under  the  influence  of  a  quarter  of  grain  of  sulph.  morphia.  The 
next  morning  he  suffered  considerable  pain,  and  there  was  some  ooxing  of  Uood 
firom  the  comers  of  the  wound,  which  was  checked  bjr  the  application  of  cold* 
From  the  6th  to  the  13th  of  April  he  suffered  at  times  some  pain  in  the  limb^ 
which,  however,  was  soon  relieved  by  small  doses  of  morphia  and  mild  cathartics. 
On  the  16th  there  was  a  profuse  discharge  of  pus  from  the  inner  angle  of  the 
wound.  This  was  materially  diminished  by  the  19th,  when  moderate  extenskm 
was  made,  which  produced  considerable  uneasiness  along  the  lower  and  posterior 
portion  of  the  thigh.  This  soon  subsided^  and  from  day  to  day  gradual  extenskm 
was  continued.  Until  the  26th  of  the  month  patient  occasionally  sulTeied  from 
twitching  of  the  limb,  which  seemed  to  be  bent  outward  at  the  point  of  operatioa. 
On  the  27th,  the  patient  being  u^der  the  influence  of  chloroform,  the  splint  was 
removed  while  the  limb  was  straightened,  after  which  it  was  re-applied.  May 
17th,  a  piece  of  bone  of  irregular  shape,  and  about  an  inch  in  length,  was  re- 
moved from  the  outer  side  of  the  leg,  and  on  the  26th  a  second  pleee  of  about  the 
same  size  was  extracted.  From  this  time  the  beiiUng  of  the  wound  wm  rapid, 
aod,  as  on  the  1st  of  July,  the  openings  were  all  eloeed,  and  the  limb  perfcctly 
solid,  he  wa$  discharged  cured." 

Dr.  S.  W.  Gross  has  given  in  the  American  Jawmalof  the  Medical 
Sciencei  for  Apri!,  1868,  a  summary  of  tlie  cases  in  which  Barton's 
operation  for  osseous  anchylosis  of  the  knee  has  been  performed  since 
1835,  in  thirteen  cases,  the  result  in  two  being  fatal,  the  patients  dying 
of  hectic  irritation  and  exhaustion.  In  eight  cases  in  which  Barton's 
operation  was  modified  so  as  to  rsinore  a  onaneiform  piece  of  bone 
from  the  anchylosed  joint,  as  practised  by  Dr.  €hirdon  Buck  in  1844, 
two  died  of  pyaemia.  As  is  well  known,  the  late  Prof.  Brainard  was 
the  first  to  propose  sub-cutaneous  drilling  and  firacture  of  the  femur 
as  a  substitute  for  Barton's  operation,  although  he  was  preceded  one 
year  in  its  exeeotion  by  Pk'of.  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia.  Prof.  Grow 
has  modified  Brainard's  operation,  drilling  the  osseous  bands  unlil 
they  are  sufficiently  weakened  to  yield  to  *^  forcible  manual  eztension,'* 
and  to  admit  of  fracture  of  the  undirided  portions  of  the  new  bone. 
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Prof.  Gtmb^  t&rst  opoiratioii  mm  m  IMlj  and  the  drilling  was  applied 
to  break  down  tme  aneliylosis.  Prof  Brainard,  lio^wever,  did,  in  1859, 
apply  B«b^cnlaneouB  perforation  to  the  joint  itself  in  a  case  of  false 
anchjlosu,  a  proceeding  characterised  by  Dr.  S.  W.  Gross  in  the  pa- 
lmer alluded  to,  as  ''  bold  and  unwarrantable."  The  result  of  his  opera* 
tion  was  fortuBate,  as  it  was  in  the  Are  eases  in  which  it  was  performed 
kj  Prof.  Gross. 

In  conclusion,  we  can  not  do  better  than  to  quote  the  remarks  of 
Dr.  S.  W.  Gross  appended  in  his  detail  of  cases  which  occurred  in 
the  practice  of  his  father,  S.  D.  Gross: 

"In  the  first  case,  the  man  wafl  able  to  be  about  on  cmtches  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks,  and  to  walk  without  artificial  aid  in  three  weeks  more.  In  the  second, 
erutdies  were  used  at  predaely  the  same  date,  bat  the  joUng  lady  was  unable  to 
more  abovt  without  their  assistance  until  the  expiration  of  four  months.  In  the 
third  case,  Che  patient  was  on  crutches  in  fire  weeks,  and  walked  without  them  in 
ten  weeks ;  and  in  the  fourth,  crutches  were  used  in  a  fortnight,  and  the  lad  dis- 
pensed with  them  entirely  in  seven  weeks.  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Maury,  dates  upon 
these  poiats  are  wanting.  The  mean  duration  of  confinement  in  bed  was,  there- 
fore, twenty-three  days,  and  the  average  length  of  time  at  which  the  patient  was 
able  to  walk  without  aitiScial  aid,  ten  weeks.  It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  the 
dontion  of  treatment  was  no  longer  than  that  required  for  the  cure  of  a  simple 
fracture  of  the  thigh. 

*<  Subcutaneous  perforation  and  disruption  of  angular  synostosis  of  the  knee, 
Ibr  the  relief  of  the  deformity  arising  from  it,  is  for  the  following  reasons,  recom- 
ttended  as  a  substitute  for  all  other  operations: — 

^  1.  Being  a  subcutaneous  procedure,  it  is,  on  that  account,  fiir  less  hazardous 
than  the  operations  of  Barton  and  Buck,  which  are  a  species  of  compound  fracture, 
and,  therefore,  liable  to  all  the  dangers  and  acddents  which  attend  that  injury. 

**2.  The  ahortening  it  fiur  less  than  thaC  resulting  SroM  any  of  the  other 
metheds  of  cure,  this,  indeed,  being  entirely  dependent  upon  the  pleasure  of  the 
saigeon.  Shortening  of  one  inch  is,  however  advised,  since  it  renders  locomotion 
leai  awkward. 

^3.  It  occasions  no  unsightly  deformity  at  the  knee  itself^  beyond  flexion  at 
a  very  slight  angle.  Both  Bralnard's  and  Barton's  operations,  more  particularly 
the  latter,  are  attended  with  an  ugly  deformity,  from  the  knee  being  rendered  un- 
usually prdmineiit  by  bending  the  limb  at  the  point  of  fracture  of  the  fbmnr.  Al- 
though ;Baek's  procedure  leaves  a  mote  synmetrieal  Ihnb  than  either  of  these 
methodsi  this  advantage  is  oounterbakBiced  by  the  pfotracted  iufferings,  undue 
diortealng,  and  greater  mortality  resulting  from  it. 

"  4.  The  duration  of  treatment  is  nmch  shorter,  thereby  subjecting  the  pa- 
tients to  less  inconvenience  and  annoyance  from  prolonged  confinement  in  the  re- 
Cttoibent  postureu 

('6.  The  otject  of  theoperatien  being  to  break  down  and  weaken  the  osseous 
r  in  sttoh  a  mminer  as  to  peniit  them  to  be  fractured  wi^  a  moderate  degree 
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•f  ibrce,  th«  popliteal  arterjr  ia  not  endangered.  In  one  of  the  cases  by  the  methol 
of  Barton,  the  femoral  arterj  had  to  be  taken  up  the  thirteenth  day,  on  account  of 
bleeding  from  the  popliteal,  which  had  been  injured  by  a  sharp  point  of  bone. 

"  The  reporter  has  thus  referred  to  twenty-six  cases,  and  given  the  details  of 
four,  of  synostosis  of  the  knee  at  a  faulty  angle,  reliered  by  surgical  interference. 
Four  only  of  the  entire  thirty  were  Iktal,  thereby  aiforditrg  a  mortality  of  13.33 
par  cent,  Mid  ihowkiig,  oentrary  to  the  aawnions  of  some  exMnent  miiigeoBB,  that 
such  a  condition  is  remediable  without  great  risk  to  life.  Wken  it  is  femen- 
bered  that  angular  osseous  anchylosis  is  always  awkward  and  annoying,  and  ren- 
ders the  limb  useless  and  often  so  much  of  an  encumbrance  as  to  demand  from 
the  patient  a  so-called  *' amputation  de  complaisance,"  than  which  no  operation  is 
more  lethal,  this  death-rate  can  not  be  considered  ezcessire. 

"  Of  these  thirty  operations,  thirteen  were  performed  after  the  method  of  Barton, 
of  which  two^  or  13.68  per  cent^  were  mortal ;  eight  were  practised  after  the 
method  of  Buck,  and  of  these  two.  or  twenty-five  per  cent.,  ended  in  death ;  four 
were  of  the  nature  devised  by  Brainard,  all  of  which  were  successes ;  aud  five  weit 
after  the  method  described  in  this  paper,  all  of  which  likewise  recovered.  The 
first  twenty-one,  partaking,  as  they  did,  of  the  nature  of  compound  fractures,  alone 
furnished  the  mortality,  thereby  affording  additional  evidence  of  the  superiority 
and  comparative  innocousness  of  subcutaneous  operationSr" 


ARTIFICIAL  HIP-JOINT, 


BY  A.  J.  EBWIN,  M.  D.,  FORT  WAYNE,  INDIABTA, 
B«port«d  by  Ds.  Bskkxk. 


The  subject,  Miss  Murphey,  of  LaOro,  Indiaaa,  aged  serea  yean, 
had  morbus  cozurivs  of  the  left  hip,  wkick  commenced  early  in  1864. 
Had  constantly  discharged  pus  and  bone  spicnla  until  Pecember,  1860, 
at  vhich  time,  under  the  care  of  Dr,  Tobey,  the  sinus  healed,  leaving 
the  limb  so  greatly  contracted  as  to  bring  the  thigh  in  contact  with 
the  abdomen,  in  which  position  it  was  firmly  held  by  bony  anchylosis 
of  the  joint. 

For  the  correction  of  this  distressing  deformity,  Dr.  Eiwin,  of 
Fort  Wayne,  was  consulted,  who  operated  in  Noyember,  1867,  Drs. 
Tobey  and  Wright  assisting.  The  patient  was  ansssthetised,  and  ez^ 
tension  made  with  considerable  force,  evincing  a  strong  bony  union, 
which  could  not  be  broken  up.  Two  incisions  were  made,  bringing  to 
view  the  posterior  surface  of  the  great  trochanter  at  its  union  with 
the  neck  and  shaft  of  the  femur,  from  which  he  ezcised  traasveraely 
an  obtuse  section  of  the  bone  without  severing  its  anterior  suifiiM, 
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w1ii<4i  tbin  Begmeiit  was  retained  to  secure  the  sections  in  apposition  un- 
til <p)astio  union  should  occur.  The  wound  having  been  thoroughly 
cleansed,  the  limb  was  easily  extended  to  its  proper  position  without 
the  division  of  tendons.  The  soft  parts  were  closed  by  sutures  and 
adhesive  straps,  and  ihe  patient  put  to  bed  on  a  solid  mattrass,  with  a 
weight  suspended  to  the  limb  to  keep  it  extended,  without  the  assist- 
ance of  splint  or  other  apparatus.  Cold-water  dressings  were  freely 
applied,  and  pain  relieved  by  means  of  opi^s. 

The  wound  healed  mostly  by  first  intention,  and  was  entirely  closed 
by  the  third  week.  On  the  twentieth  day  after  the  operation,  antero- 
posterior motion  of  about  eight  inches  at  the  knee  was  made  and  con- 
tinued once  daily  until  the  patient  was  able  to  move  the  limb,  which 
prevented  the  tendinous  oonnection  from  ossifying,  forming  a  now  ar- 
ticulation on  the  plan  of  the  original  joint,  which  appears  to  equal  its 
predecessor  in  strength,  symmetry  and  adaptation.  Six  weeks  from 
the  operation  she  walked  by  the  aid  of  crutches.  Six  months  later, 
she  abandoned  crutches  and  cane,  with  fair  use  of  the  new  joint,  .which 
lias  since  so  much  improved  that,  although  one  inch  short,  no  differ- 
ence can  be  recognised  in  the  contour  or  action  of  her  limbs.  She 
rans  as  fast  and  plays  as  actively  as  girls  of  her  age,  without  pain> 
inconvenience  or  limping. 


THE  TRUE  AND  THE  FALSE  IN  THE  PROFESSION  OF 
MEDICINE.  

BT  DR.  WILSON  H0BB8,  OARTHAOB,  INDIANA. 

(iMd  1wf»re  the  'Union  Kedieal  Society  at  Knig^tstown,  Indiana,  at  their  April  Benion,  1889, 
and  by  dkeir  order  oflbred  for  pnblication.) 


Science  is  a  term  used  to  designate  a  collection  of  the  general 
principles  and  leading  truths  relating  to  a  suhject^  systematical! j  ar- 
ranged and  classified. 

Truth  is  divine,  and  might  exist  were  there  no  human  intelligence 
to  perceive  it;  but  it  must  be  collected  and  arranged  before  it  can  be 
called  a  science.  There  was  a  period  in  human  history  when  'Hhe 
general  principles  and  leading  truths''  relating  to  all  knowledge 
were  unknown — ^when  the  several  sciences  were  unborn.  God  and 
Nature  had  done  their  work,  but  labor  and  thought  had  yet  to  begin. 
When  our  fathers  began  their  search  for  knowledge,  they  found,  as 
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we  dO)  trath  and  error  strangelj  muied,  and  tbeir  untutored  t&ovgil 
too  often  had  not  the  wisdom  to  distinguish  the  one  froin  the-  other. 
Their  means  of  demonitftration  were  so  unoertain,  and  their  plans  of  in- 
quiry so  inefficient,  that  their  conclusions  were  generally  full  of  error^ 
The  more  ancient  sciences  have  had  a  perilous  Toyage  through  super- 
stition  and  ignonusce — each  succeeding  age  has  sifked  out  a  little  ^ror^ 
and  added  its  stock  of  precious  truth.  The  nineteenth  centuzj  haa 
received  these  treasures  of  knowledge,  a  rich  legacy  from  the  dfead 
ages,  and  with  an  amount  of  educated  mind  which  the  world  never 
b^ore  possessed,  and  new  means  of  inquiry  and  demonstiation,  we  may 
now  reasonably  hope  that  hereafter  little  will  be  enrolled  upon  the 
records  of  science  which  truth  does  not  acknowledge. 

We  have  gained  the  accumulated  &ot8  which  constitute  the  aei- 
enoe  of  medicine  by  methods  of  inquiry  and  analysis  similar  to  timse 
which  have  established  the  laws  of  mechanical  philosophy.  Our  un- 
fortunate race,  since  our  first  parents  were  ejected  firom  the  garden  of 
Eden^  have  ever  been  the  victims  of  disease  and  accident.  Mother 
Eve  opened  Pandora's  box  upon  us,  and  the  countless  ills  hnve  been 
busy  from  that  day  to  this.  True  to  the  natural  instincts,  a  way  was 
early  sought  by  our  ancestors  to  bind  up  the  wounded,  heal  the  siek 
and  smooth  the  dying  pillow.  These  are  offices  alike  dictated  by  IM- 
vine  command  and  the  necessities  of  our  common  nature.  Philan- 
thropy could  labor  in  no  wider  field,  nor  desire  a  richer  reward. 

The  historical  records  which  we  possess  respecting  the  progress  of 
practical  medicine  are  scanty  and  uncertain.  The  writers  who  have 
investigated  this  point  with  the  greatest  learning  and  assiduity,  inform 
us  that  Egypt  was  the  country  in  which  the  art  of  medicine,  as  well 
as  all  other  arts  of  civilised  society,  was  first  cultivated  with  any  de- 
gree of  success.  From  some  remarks  which  are  incidentally  made  in 
the  Mosaic  writings  respecting  the  learning  of  the  Egyptian  priests,  it 
would  appear  that  it  consisted  in  a  great  meaaure  of  the  employment 
of  magical  incantations,  and  so  far,  therefore,  as  it  effected  a  cure  of 
disease,  it  must  have  operated  through  the  medium  of  the  ima|^nalion. 
This  has  been,  in  all  ages,  the  first  step  in  the  art  of  medicine,  if  such 
it  may  be  called,  and  its  efficacy  must  have  heen  in  exact  proportion 
to  the  superstition  and  ignorance  of  the  people  upon  whom  it  was  pne^ 
ticed. 

We  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  had  a  soience  of  medicine  up  t» 
the  time  of  Hippocrates.  He  is  justly  considered  the  ihther  of  medi^ 
cine,  and  many  of  the  doctrines  which  he  taught  and  the  plana  of 
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nedieation  which  he  practiced,  have  withstood  tiie  test  of  ages,  and 
wUl  ever  keep  his  name  in  remembrance.  The  impetus  thus  given  to 
this  noble  science,  so  ancient  in  origin,  so  beneficent  in  mission,  it  grew 
with  ages,  and  its  history  new  enrolls  the  names  of  many  of  the  great- 
est thinkers  and  benefactors  of  our  race.  No  other  science  bears  upon 
its  banner  the  names  of  such  a  host  of  worthies — no  other  has  grown 
from  closer  obsenration,  deeper  research,  or  more  cztensiTC  or  varied 
experiment. 

The  motto  in  this  science  has  ever  been  the  apostolic  one :  ''Prove 
all  things,  and  hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good."  Every  accepted 
principle  has  been  tried  in  the  retort  and  crucible,  and  weighed  in 
the  balance.  All  the  collateral  sciences  have  lent  their  aid  in  the 
discussion  of  questions  arising  out  of  the  nature  of  disease  and  its 
proper  treatment.  The  earth,  the  air  and  the  ocean  have  been  ran* 
sacked  for  remedies,  each  of  which  when  presented,  has  been  exam* 
ined  by  all  the  force  of  intellect  and  all  the  accumulated  knowledge 
which  the  world  possessed.  There  is  scarcely  a  disease  which  human 
flesh  is  heir  to,  upon  which  volumes  have  not  been  written,  and  upon 
many  whole  libraries  have  been  written.  There  is  not  a  standard 
plan  of  medical  practice  which  has  not  endured  as  close  research,  as 
deep  investigation,  as  any  method  in  any  science.  There  is  not  an 
aooepted  remedy  in  our  Materia  Medica,  that  has  not  been  turned  and 
turned  again,  observed  and  reobserved — ^ite  effects  in  every  possible 
direction  noted,  under  every  variety  of  circumstances-^in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe — ^upon  all  races  of  men--on  many  of  the  inferior 
animals,  and  the  conclusions  drawn  and  recorded  for  the  benefit  of  our 
race. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  science  of  medicine,  it 
was  divided  into  different  departments  of  knowledge,  each  of  which 
is  hot  a  part  or  parcel  of  this  great  fund  of  truth  which  constitutes 
it.  It  haa  been  thus  arranged  to  facilitate  study  and  investigation, 
and  combined  they  constitute  one  harmonious  whole,  which  would  be 
incomplete  with  the  loss  of  any  of  the  parts.  These  siater  classes 
have  grown  np  from  the  same  and  cotemporaneous  research,  the  sep* 
pirate  traths  developed  by  equally  correct  modes  of  observation,  and 
the  prineiples  established  by  the  same  exact  rules  of  evidence.  All 
ages  have  contributed  a  stock  to  this  common  fnnd-^all  nations  have 
hroQght  their  tribute  of  truth,  and  poured  it  into  this  treasury  of 
knowledge.  It  is  still  in  its  youth,  with  many  faults  which  other 
jreaxs  may  correct,,  but  for  that  reason  not  less  a  science. 
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There  can  be  but  one  science  relating  to  a  simple  class  of  knowl- 
edge. As  there  is  but  one  science  of  chemistry,  or  geology,  or  math- 
ematics, so  there  is  but  one  science  of  medicine.  The  fund  of  knowl- 
edge tributary  to  the  healing  art,  sifbed  through  six  thousand  yeara^ 
bought  with  more  brains  than  any  other  science,  is  the  science  of  med- 
icine— the  one  and  only  science  of  medicine — none  of  the  itms  and  paik" 
%e9  which  empirics  have  sought  to  impose  upon  the  credulity  of  the 
unsuspecting,  but  the  true  eclecticism  of  the  regular  school,  the  rieh 
inheritance  which  our  fathers  bequeathed  us,  and  which,  as  worthy 
sons,  it  is  our  duty  to  improve,  honor  and  defend. 

Medicine  is  not  an  exact  science.  Much  of  the  knowledge  which 
it  accepts  is  not  susceptible  of  that  absolute  and  positive  demonstra- 
tion which  would  be  desirable,  and  which  is  attainable  in  mathematics 
and  mechanical  philosophy.  This  difference  does  not  arise  from  a 
lack  of  uniformity  in  the  laws  of  nature  as  they  apply  to  the  animal 
economy,  but  from  the  incompleteness  and  uncertainty  of  our  knowl- 
edge of  them. 

The  animal  is  a  wonderful  mechanism — an  aggregation  of  numerous 
parts  with  certain  inter-dependencies  in  health  and  in  disease.  Within 
certain  limits  injury  or  disease  of  any  of  these  many  parts  will  disor- 
der other  parts,  or  the  whole  organism.  Besides  this,  each  of  these 
parts,  as  well  as  the  whole  frame,  bears  a  certain  relation  to  the  world 
in  which  it  is  placed  and  all  objects  around  it. 

When  utilised  by  the  life  principle,  it  performs  the  work  of  a 
great  chemical  laboratory,  many  of  whose  processes,  with  our  present 
knowledge  of  physiology  and  chemistry,  are  inscrutable  to  the  human 
understanding.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  the  whole  machine  is  shut 
in  from  eye  and  sense,  except  the  external  surfaces  and  a  few  ap- 
proaches to  the  interior,  and  we  realise  that  we  have  a  great  problena 
before  us,  with  few  certain  data  upon  which  to  begin  the  solution. 
No  other  science  labors  under  such  difficulties  to  a  similar  extent,  and 
hence  we  are  entitled  to  the  greater  honor  for  what  we  have  achieved. 

The  extensive  range  of  knowledge  embraced  in  the  science  of 
medicine  can  not  be  caught  up  in  a  single  day  or  a  single  year,  but 
diligent  and  protracted  study,  assisted  by  all  the  improvements  in  the 
arts  of  instruction,  are  requisite  to  fit  a  man  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bilities of  human  life.  To  honor  his  profession  and  benefit  his  raee, 
he  should  be  a  student  until  his  locks  are  silvered  at  the  bedside.  With 
such  endowments  he  goes  not  with  uneertain  thought  and  tremblin|^ 
hand  to  the  sick-bed,  distrusting  his  science  and  .denying  his  akiU, 
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bat  bold  in  bonest  faitb  in  bis  profession,  and  strong  in  tbe  conscions 
power  of  science,  be  reacbes  fortb  bis  band  to  succor  and  to  save. 
He  stands  at  tbe  bedside  a  man  and  a  pbilosopber,  and  acknowledges  a 
responsibility  wbicb  no  bribe  can  betray.  He  feels  tbat  tbe  life  of  bis 
patient  and  tbe  confidence  of  anxious  friends  are  diyine  trusts,  and 
be  implores  tbe  ligbts  of  science  to  illume  and  guide  bis  judgment. 

Sucb  men,  and  sucb  only,  sbould  minister  at  tbe  bedside.  To  sucb 
Bien,  and  sucb  only,  is  tbe  profession  of  medicine  an  bonest  one. 
Sucb  are  benefactors  to  tbe  country  and  race.  Tbeir  ambition  is  not 
to  accumulate  wealtb  by  pretending  to  tbat  wbicb  tbey  do  not  believe, 
and  practising  tbat  in  wbicb  tbeir  judgment  does  not  confide;  but  to 
secure  a  competence  by  an  bonest  discbarge  of  bonest  duty,  and  live 
in  the  affections  of  men  by  devotion  to  trutb  and  science. 

In  one  important  respect  medicine  differs  from  all  otber  sciences. 
Its  use  as  a  science  is  restricted  to  tbe  maintenance  of  bealtb  and  tbe 
treatment  of  disease.  Otber  sciences  are  more  extensive  in  tbeir  use 
and  application. 

Tbe  structure  and  functions  of  tbe  complicated  organism  wbicb  is 
80  ^^  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made,"  witb  tbe  conditions  of  its  bealtb 
and  tbe  laws  of  its  diseased  action,  are  matters  wbicb  students,  except 
of  medicine,  do  not  stop  to  examine.  Many  a  man  bas  calculated 
eclipses  wbo  did  not  know  tbe  function  of  tbe  liver,  or  tbe  position  of 
his  own  beart.  Many  a  student  can  conjugate  Greek  verbs  or  demon- 
strate £uolid's  beoatomb  proposition,  wbo  can  not  explain  tbe  simplest 
phenomena  of  tbe  laws  of  life. 

Tbis  ignorance  of  ourselves  is  so  deep  and  so  profound,  tbat  out 
of  tbe  pales  of  tbe  medical  profession,  where  men  look  in  upon  tbem- 
selves,  tbey  recoil  as  though  old  Raw-bead  and  Bloody  Bones  was 
tfter  tbem.  It  is  surprising  witb  what  trepidation  otherwise  well-in- 
formed persons  examine  a  skeleton.  Perbaps  not  one  man  in  ten 
knows  bow  many  bones  are  in  tbe  fore-arm,  and  hardly  as  many  are 
aware  of  tbe  mechanism  by  wbicb  tbe  animal  frame  is  moved.  Net 
one  in  a  bundred^bas  rational  notions  of  the  process  of  digestion. 
Of  tbe  nature  of  disease  and  its  treatment  tbe  most  cbimerical  and 
preposterous  notions  preval  in  what  we  call  domestic  practice. 

Tbe  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  hygiene,  and  tbe  elementary  prin- 
eiples  upon  wbicb  tbe  art  of  healing  is  based,  are  wrongly  all  treas- 
ured up  in  tbe  medical  library,  while  tbey  should  be  taught  and  un- 
derstood by  all  classes  of  people.  Tbe  want  of  knowledge  of  tbis 
kind  among  our  common  people  opens  a  fatal  bigbway. 
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The  most  extnyagaiit  vagaries  which  the  cupidity  of  the  pretender 
can  incite  him  to  concoct,  can  be  palmed  npon  the  credulity  of  a  peo* 
pie  who  have  no  standard  by  which  to  determine  the  truth  or  fallacy 
of  his  propositions.  So  small  is  the  stock  of  knowledge  relating  to 
disease  which  the  people  possess,  that  they  are  ill  prepared  to  jodg^ 
of  the  qualifications  of  their  medical  attendants. 

While  medicine,  as  a  science,  has  been  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of 
its  way,  system  after  system,  self-styled  reforms,  have  arisen,  flourished 
their  brief  day,  and  vanished,  to  give  place  to  another.  It  is  but  a 
few  years  since  that  ignorant  pretender.  Dr.  Thompson,  revived  the 
dogma  that  heat  is  life — that  cold  is  death ;  that  the  principle  of  cold 
triumphing  over  heat  or  life,  produces  disease  by  the  production  of 
canker,  which  can  only  be  prevented  by  reinforcing  the  life-prinoiple 
or  heat,  by  artificial  heat  and  stimulants. 

The  practice  founded  upon  this  simple  theory,  consisted  in  hot 
emetics,  hot  injections,  the  hottest  kind  of  stimulants,. varying  from 
the  first  to  the  thirtieth  degree  of  potency,  and  aided  by  steaming  hot 
sweats.  The  acme  of  science  and  skill  was  reached  when  the  patient 
had  been  taken  through  a  "coterie  of  medicine,'*  which  consisted  in 
the  successive  degrees  of  stimulation  until  the  highest  point  had  been 
reached.  The  same  eourse  was  applied  for  all  sorts  of  diseases,  like 
or  unlike,  simple  and  severe,  and  if  the  patient  survived,  the  oirenm« 
stance  was  paraded  as  a  wonderfVil  cure — ^if  he  was  killed  in  the  ope- 
ration,  the  pious  doctor  and  friends  thanked  God  tiiat  he  died  ^^  tecum- 
dum  arteimy 

By  this  heroic  practice  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  patients 
were  disappearing  from  the  earth  as  fast  as  the  diseases,  and  had  it 
long  remained,  the  only  memoriak  of  our  race  and  oiriliiation,  soat- 
tered  over  the  vast  solitudes  of  a  once  habited  globe,  would  have  been 
human  bones,  old  boots,  clyster-pipes,  sweating  machines,  and  paek- 
ages  of  red  pepper  and  lobelia. 

This  thing  was  not  done  in  a  corner— it  had  a  wide  range  of  pub- 
lic favor  all  over  the  country,  and  the  imposing  sign  of  "Steam  Doe* 
tor"  was  paraded  by  the  side  of  the  veritable  "  M.  D."  The  demise 
of  this  arrant  heresy  left  a  void  in  the  mind  of  gaping  credulity  which 
was  at  once  filled  by  Hahnenun's  system  of  Homoeopathy.  His  motto 
was  "fimtia  mnilibm  cutatUur^''  or,  in  plain  English,  "the  hair  of  the 
hound  will  cure  the  wound.'*  Of  this  system  what  most  staggers  one^s 
judgment  is  the  infinitesimal  smallness  of  the  doses,  and  the  aaaunp- 
tion  that  a  medicine  acquires  new  powers  by  shaking  the  bottle  which 
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eoslaiiis  it«  A  few  examples  of  tke  mode  of  prepering  his  remedies 
will  skew  bow  galiible  ike  humAo  mind  must  be  to  be  deceiyed  bj  sueh 
pretenflions. 

One  gnin  of  tke  drug  uaed,  mj  opium,  is  diaeoWed  in  Dinety-oine 
parte  of  alcokol — ^tkie  is  tke  first  dilution— one  drop  of  tkia  is  now 
mixed  witk  ninety-nine  otker  parte  of  alookol*— tkis  ia  tke  seoond  dilu- 
tion. Tkis  prooees  is  repeated  tkirty  times,  wkick  makes  tke  tkirtieih 
or  decilliontk  dilution,  tke  strengtb  generally  used  by  tkese  practi* 
tioners.  In  one  drop  of  tkis  mixture  tkere  is  one  decilliontk  part  of 
a  grain  of  opium,  wkick  will  medieate  tkree  kundred  sugar  pelleted 
Hence  eack  granule  will  contain  tke  tkree  kundred  decilliontk  part  of 
a  grain  of  opium. 

Tke  Atlantic  ocean  is  a  considerable  body  of  water,  and  if  on* 
grain  of  opium  were  uniformly  mixed  witk  its  entire  fluid,  we  migkt 
reasonably  conclude  tkat  tke  drug  would  be  pretty  well  diluted,  suffi* 
dently  so  at  least  as  not  to  be  suspected  ci  producing  any  yery  alarm* 
ing  effects  if  a  sugar-pill  tke  sise  of  a  mustard  seed  were  moistened  in 
it  and  administered  to  a  man  of  ordinary  constitution.  But  tkis  would 
be  a  yery  kigkly  concentrated  dose  compared  to  tke  tkirtietk  dilution^ 
wkick  would  be  tke  one-tkree  kundredtk  grain  of  opium  dissolyed  in 
a  body  of  alcokol  one  kundred  and  forty  billion  times  larger  tkan  tke 
wkole  solid  contents  of  our  solar  system.  And  tkis  would  be  a  yery 
alarmingly  concentrated  dose  compared  witk  tke  one  kundredtk  dilu- 
tion recommended  by  Dr.  Sf  core,  or  tke  eigkt  kundredtk  dilution  used 
witk  great  Success  by  Dr.  Bilby  of  Glasgow.  Surely  tkese  are  mytk- 
ieal  remedies  adapted  solely  to  mytkical  peorsoni^es. 

Incredible  as  tkese  p^tensions  appear,  and  you  will  bear  me  wit^ 
ness  tkat  I  kaye  represented  tkem  fairly  and  konestlj,  Homoeopatky 
is,  to-day,  tke  most  popular  system  of  quackery  oyer  presented  to  tke 
world.  Wkat  is  stranger  still,  it  is  an  aristocratic  quackery — it  kas 
imposed  itself  upon  many  otkerwise  well  informed  people.  Paokagea 
of  tkese  pigmy  pellets  are  carried  in  satin  yest  pockets  and  gold  flos* 
Md  satckels,  and  tke  mythical  pills  tickle  tke  tkroats  of  <*  gentlemen 
and  ladies." 

In  tkis  connection  we  will  also  notice  Eclecticism,  anetker  modern 
system,  an  off-sboot  of  Tkompsonianism,  more  rational  in  tkeory  and 
practice,  but  partaking  of  tke  general  character  of  tke  parent  stocks 
Pr.  Beack,  of  Cincinnati,  tkinking  too  muck  fire  a  little  dangerous^ 
witk  his  pepper  and  lobelia  mixed  up  most  of  our  yegetable  drugs, 
sad  called  upon  Dr.  Buokanan  to  magnetise  tke  cconpound.    Msx}  iS 
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our  most  effeciiye  remedies  he  left  out  of  his  "kit,**  and  witk  veepeet 
to  them  he  endorsed  the  teaching  of  Dr.  Thompsom,  his  predecessor. 
He  then  wrote  a  hook  and  set  out  with  it  to  Europe.  He  preseiited 
it  to  many  of  the  crowned  heads  of  the  Old  Worid,  who  of  course 
are  all  medical  phiksophers,  and  from  them  receiyed  gold  medals  as 
tributes  of  respeet  for  his  learning  and  research.  These  glittering 
honors,  of  course,  established  the  truth  of  his  doctrines,  and  made  his 
remedies  doubly  efficacious.  Then  he  returned  home,  his  knees  trem- 
bling under  the  weight  of  his  new  honors,  and  got  out  a  second  edi- 
tion of  his  book,  which  of  course  contained  upon  its  first  pages  fac- 
similes of  his  royal  medals,  and  went "  in  cahoot "  with  Buchanan  &  Co. 
They  named  the  bastard  "  Eclectic  Medicine,"  and  opened  a  hall  in 
Cincinnati  to  exhibit  the  youth  in,  which  they  called  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute.  The  ill-formed  creature  for  awhile  laughed  and 
grew  fat;  the  doting  parents  stormed  and  scolded  at  everybody  who 
would  not  come  and  kiss  the  brat  and  call  it  handsome.  Bot  the 
sickly  thing,  inch  by  inch,  is  dwindling  away.  The  disconsolate 
friends  have  mesmerized  it,  steamed  it,  sweated  it,  puked  it  with  lobe- 
lia and  purged  it  with  podophyllin,  but  they  can  net  save  it 

(To  he  etnUmued  in  the  Septmher  mmmher.} 
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(The  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  has  a  few  Sectiaru,  the  meet- 
ings of  which  are  held  monthly,  and  the  speeial  subjects  of  each  sec- 
tion are  extensively  discussed. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  '^Section  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children,"  held  last  M^y,  at  the  residence  of  its  President,  Dr. 
Mark  Blumenthall,  the  subject  under  consideration  was  Diairhoea,  and 
the  following  paper  was  presented  by  Dr.  John  H.  Oriscom): 

The  natural  chemistry  of  physiology  is  of  course  understood  to  be 
the  true  basis  of  corporeal  organization,  the  difference  of  the  numer- 
ous animal  tissues  being  dependent  upon  their  varied  compositions. 
The  same  principle  is  also  applicable  to  the  numerous  secretory  fune- 
tions,  the  healthy  operations  of  each  being  dependent  upon  the  normal 
composition  of  the  materials  included  in  the  functional  operations. 
The  privation  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  numerous  materials  devoted 
te  the  structure,  or  the  presence  of  eome  other  abnormal  materiidfl, 
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neeesMrily  prodnces  derangement  of  the  funciioM,  which  we  designate 
diteate.  One  of  the  most  frequent  Bourcee  of  organie  and  functional 
diatarbanceB,  and  of  the  priTatioo  of  the  vigor  and  soundnesB  of  many 
of  the  functions,  ia  the  deficient  chemical  composition  of  secretions,  or 
of  the  tissues  concerned  therein,  frequently  resulting  in  abnormal 
tissues,  and  the  deyelopment  of  unnatural  secretions. 

The  irritation  and  diseased  condition  of  various  structures  is  neees- 
sarily  the  consequence  thereof,  and  their  atnendmenU  depend  upon 
the  chemical  correction  of  the  fluid  and  solid  tissues.  Diseases  of  the 
skin,  such  as  furuncles,  carbuncles^  erysipelas,  urticaria,  eczema^  and 
laany  others,  are  almost  wholly  attributable  to  the  chemical  derange- 
ment of  the  nutrttiaus  Manguineatu  fluid.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  internal  structures  being  deprived  to  a  certain  extent  of  the  com« 
position  which  is  required  for  the  perfect  operation  essential  to  good 
health,  to  the  development  of  tissues  and  secretions  and  correctness  of 
functions,  these  normal  operations  being  thus  impaired,  the  materials 
thereby  retained  are  submitted  to  the  high  temperature  of  the  organisa- 
tion, and  necessarily  undergo  more  or  less  decomposition  and  fermenta- 
tion, thereby  giving  rise  to  abnormal  chemical  constituents,  which  being 
innutritions  are  necessarily  poisonous,  and  being  absorbed  into  the  oir* 
eulation,  give  bad  results  in  very  numerous  modes,  thereby  causing  a 
large  proportion  of  well  known  complaints. 

It  is  therefore  a  great  desideratum  to  have  some  means  whereby 
the  decomposition  of  the  internal  matters  referred  to  may  be  preventedi 
and  tiie  vicious  influences  thereof  upon  other  tissues  avoided,  even 
when  ^e  foul  substances  have  been  absorbed  into  the  blood. 

Many  other  diseases  are  also  well  known  to  result  from  the  absorp- 
tion into  the  circulation  /ram  without,  of  certain  poisonous  influences, 
which  thereby  cause  derangements  very  often  fktal.  Of  this  class  of 
disorders,  a  few  marked  illustrations  are  scarlatina,  small-pox,  typhus 
fever,  yellow  fever,  cholera  and  syphilis,  which  are  the  results  of  the 
presence  in  the  circulating  fluid  of  certain  foreign  influences  productive 
of  deranged  ohemico-physiologio  powers.  The  applicability  of  some 
means  for  the  arrestation  and  prevention  of  Uie  decomposition  of  the 
tissues  and  secretions,  and  thereby  enabling  all  the  fiinctions  to  remain 
normal,  and  assisting  them  to  perform  their  requisite  duties,  is  of 
eourse  of  great  importance,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  happy  results  of 
the  intelligence  and  faithfblness  of  many  medical  practitioners,  thai 
several  articles  of  the  materia  mediea  have  proved  useful  for  said  pur- 
pose.    In  no  other  common  disorder  than  the  subject  of  this  Section's 
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preseBt  ooBBideration,  Tit,  DkrrhoML,  is  th«  eapaehj  of  certain  arti* 
des  more  markedly  sacoeaaMi^  altken^li  the  ttierapeatie  inflaenee  of 
the  articles  wm  geaeraUy  employed  therefor  were  almost  wholly  acci- 
dentally diaeovered,  net  being  baaed  upon  chemical  science. 

In  this  particvilar  disorder,  and  aleo  in  almost  all  others  deriyed 
from  symotic  causes,  it  is  a  very  felicitous  circumstance  that  we  ne 
now  in  possession  of  a  BMans  for  the  arrestation  of  the  influence  of 
nearly  all  thoee  abnomal  and  poisonous  influences.  The  antteeplie 
and  disinfectant  powers  of  several  chemical  materials,  by  their  mppU* 
cation  to  very  numerous  animal  and  vegetable  compounds  which  un- 
dergo decomposition  and  fermentation  when  exposed  to  the  atmoaphere, 
and  especially  to  the  heat  of  dwellings,  and  the  high  temperature  of 
the  sun,  have  long  been  appreciated  and  used  for  the  purpose,  by  ex- 
ternal applications;  and  of  these  antiseptic  properties  it  is  m  very 
happy  cireuunrtanoe  that  there  are  some  materials  equally  useftil  ftff 
Ihe  prevention  of  the  same  effects  in  the  inierior  of  ^e  human  organi- 
sation, by  introduction  therein. 

Of  the  antiseptic  materkls  long  known  as  valuable  upon  external 
use,  there  are  a  few  which  have  been  used  internally  for  very  numerous 
reasons,  and  found  equally  useful  in  both  applications,  via:  cnrbolis 
acid,  pure  carbon,  sulphurous  acid,  and  nitrous  acid.  Of  the  int 
named  article,  very  numerous  illustrations  of  its  hygienic  powers,  both 
in  surgical  and  other  occasions, have  been  reported;  but  of  the  sul- 
phurous acid,  its  long  and  well  known  antiseptic  property  baa  boMi 
ascertained  to  be  remarkably  usefhl  in  many  internal  diseases,  and  with 
that  my  own  experience  has  been  most  abundanUy  and  happily  nse* 
cessfrd. 

In  every  case  of  disease  resulting  from  lymotic  causes,  which  has 
eome  under  my  care  and  responsibility  during  the  past  ive  years,  also 
a  considerable  number  which  are  not  attributable  to  that  souree,  the 
use  of  this  peculiar  article  has,  without  an  exception,  proved  te  he 
hygienic  in  the  oiganiaation,  not  only  suapendBng  the  frinetional  din* 
tufbance,  but  also  restoring  Ae  normal  and  healthy  condition,  and 
thereby  removing  almost  all  symptoms  of  disease. 

In  nearly  all  the  disorders  heretofore  naaMd,  and  also  in  dyspepsia, 
ohokra  infkntam,  cholera  morbus,  diarAoMt,  dysentery  and  intenai^ 
tent  &vcr,  the  corrective  influence  of  sulphurous  acid  has  manifesled 
itself  almost  invariably,  and  its  combination  with  the  other  therapenftio 
agents  which  have  been  the  basis  of  tveataient  for  a  long  tune,  has 
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greatly  aided  them  therein,  though  in  most  instanoea  natare  has  proved 
fully  effective. 

The  form  of  administration  of  this  remedy,  which  alone  I  have 
ued,  is  that  of  the  sulphite  of  soda,  which,  when  inserted  into  the 
digestive  organ,  very  probably  undergoes  decomposition,  and  thereby 
both  the  articles  of  its  composition,  via,  the  acid  and  the  alkali,  exert 
a  eonective  influence  upon  all  the  tissues  and  secretions  with  which 
they  come  in  contact. 

Of  the  intermediate  influenee  of  this  article  upon  the  subject  of  our 
present  eonsideration  (diarrhcaa),  I  have  very  recently  had  evidence  in 
two  cases,  one  a  child  two  years  of  age,  the  other  a  lady  nearly  sixty, 
la  both  cases  a  single  dose  of  soda  sulphis,  in  the  former  five  grains, 
in  the  latter  twenty-four  grains,  caused  immediate  suspension  of  the 
symptoms  and  a  complete  restoration  of  health  in  forty-eight  hours  by 
a  few  repetitions  of  it. 

In  another  recent  very  serious  case  of  typhoid  fever,  a  lady  thirty 
years  of  age,  which  I  saw  in  consultation  after  about  four  weeks  ill- 
ness, and  of  which  her  family  physician  had  asserted  certain  fatality, 
the  administration  of  this  article  by  my  direction  was  followed  with  a 
oomplete  restoration  of  health  in  a  fortnight. 

In  two  cases  of  scarlatina  also,  this  spring,  equally  successful  re- 
sults were  produced  in  a  very  short  time,  by  the  same  remedy  adminis- 
tered in  connection  with  febrifuges  and  other  remedies  appropriate  to 
the  peculiar  symptoms  of  each  case. 


AN  ABSTRACT  OF  A  BBPOBT  OF  SOME  CASES  OF  DIS- 
ENTSEY,  TBSATED  BY  LABOE  SOSES  OF  IPECAC, 
BEAD  BEFOBE  THE  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND 
8UBGE0NS,  LOUISVILLE,  KY. 


BT  DAVID  W*  TAMDtUy  M.  D., 
VonMffljr  PfofoMor  of  Um  Scince  ad  ftattloB  «f  M«dlflat,  UillwnUi  of  homkawVih,  Ky. 


The  three  methods  of  treating  dysentery  which  for  some  years 
past  have,  according  to  my  observation,  been  moat  pfaotised  by  physi- 
oiana  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  are,  (1,)  by  opium,  (2,)  by.  sa* 
fines,  (3,)  by  <|viniae.    In  each  of  these  ths  auxiliary  measures  adop« 
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ted  are,  in  the  main,  the  same.  The  purpose  of  the  present  report  is 
to  call  attention  to  the  successful  use  of  large  doses  of  ipecac,  in  cer- 
tain cases  where  the  methods  mentioned  aboye  had  failed. 

Case  I — T.  P.,  merchant,  set.  30,  robust,  temperate,  liTed  two 
miles  from  the  city,  in  a  malarial  region.  In  July  and  Augiut  lie 
had  several  sharp  attacks  of  diarrhooa,  which,  during  their  conne, 
would  sometimes  become  dysenteric,  but  all  of  which  yielded  to  oil, 
opium  or  quinine.  Between  the  9th  and  12th  of  September  he  lost 
two  young  children  with  dysentery.  They  were  treated  by  one  of  the 
most  eminent  of  the  Fellows  of  this  College.  I  saw  them  serenl 
times  in  consultation.  While  they  were  sick,  the  mother  had  a  rio- 
lent  outbreak  of  the  disease,  and  the  father  had  one  or  more  diarrhcae 
or  dysenteric  discharges  daily.  The  mother  was  speedily  relieyed  by 
oil,  opium  and  lead.  He,  himself,  took  no  medicine  until  the  13th, 
when,  unable  longer  to*  be  up,  he  got  oil,  opium,  lead  and  qninine. 
Two  days  after,  his  symptoms  being  no  better,  he  was  moved  to  the 
city,  at  which  time  (Sunday,  the  16th)  his  condition  was  as  follows: 
Nausea,  insomnolency  and  general  discomfort  Arom  the  opium;  Am 
hot  and  dry;  pulse,  one-hundred  and  twenty,  rather  fiill;  tongue  eor- 
ered  with  a  whitish  fur.  Twelve  dysenteric  dejections  in  the  preceding 
twenty-four  hours,  all  attended  by  tormina  and  tenesmus.  Slight  ten- 
derness under  pressure  in  the  left  iliac  fossa,  none  elsewhere;  much 
thirst;  some  appetite.  He  was  ordered  the  saline  treatment,  (Epeoffi 
salts  and  morphine,)  poultices  on  the  abdomen;  laudanum  andstnrch 
injections,  with  f^U  anodyne  at  bedtime ;  milk  diet. 

Seventeenth — Condition  unchanged ;  discharges  eighteen,  more  fluid 
and  less  bloody,  but  as  distressing;  pulse,  one  hundred  and  thirtj; 
tongue  furred;  skin  hot;  directed  the  acid  treatment:  Dilute  sulphu- 
ric, dilute  muriatic  acids,  and  deodorised  tincture  of  opium,  of  each 
fifteen  drops  every  two  or  three  hours.  To  have  morphia  hypodcr- 
mically  at  night. 

Eighteenth — No  improvement.  Ordered  him  to  be  cinchonised  by 
the  next  visit;  to  have  morphia  and  poultices  as  before. 

Nineteenth — ^Cinchonism  decided;  pain,  tenderness,  pulse,  tongue, 
skin,  dejections,  materially  the  same.  The  distinguished  gentlemaii 
who  had  treated  the  mother  and  children  was  called  in  consultation. 
The  patient  got  chalk  mixture,  bismuth,  logwood  tincture,  and  injec- 
tions of  tannic  acid,  ice  cold. 

Twentieth — Slept  well;  discharges,  sixteen,  nearly  all  contaiaing 
blood;  tongue  fVirred  and  red  at  edges  and  tip;  pulse,  one  bundled 
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&D*d  twenty-six;  skin  hot;  tenderness  in  iliao  fosM  undiminbhed ;  great 
vesical  irritation;  thirst  considerable;  appetite  poor.  Gave  thirty 
grains  of  ipeeac.  at  ten  A.  M.,  (guarding  it  by  the  hypodermic  use  of 
morphia) ;  continued  the  local  treatment. 

Twenty-firtb — Slept  four  hours  after  the  ipecac.  On  waking,  had 
two  large,  thin  and  brown  dejections  in  quick  succession,  unaccompa- 
nied by  straining,  but  containing  a  trace  of  blood.  Has  had  nine 
other  fluid  actions  since,  without  blood.  Pulse,  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen; tongue  less  furred;  skin  moist;  tenderness  less;  tormina  gone; 
patient  says  he  is  much  more  comfortable ;  some  appetite ;  thirst  less. 
Repeated  ipecac,  and  morphia. 

TwctUy-ucond — Slept  yesterday  two  hours  after  taking  the  ipeeac. ; 
awoke,  and  had  one  thin,  fluid  action ;  slept  an  hour,  then  had  three 
thin  brown  dejections,  about  forty  minutes  apart;  got  his  hypodermic 
dose  at  nine  p.  m.;  slept  till  midnight;  three  fluid  dejections  in  the 
succeeding  three  hours;  repeated  the  hypodermic;  slept  three  hours 
more;  had,  in  all,  seven  dejections,  all  thin  and  brown,  and  but  one 
containing  any  blood;  feels  nicely;  relished  food;  says  he  is  stronger; 
pulse,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two;  skin  pleasant:  tongue  coated,  but 
less  red  at  edges;  ipecac,  twenty  grains;  the  hypodermic  injection 
every  six  hours. 

Twe^'ihird — Slept  well  during  day  and  night;  took  food  with  a 
relish;  feels  stronger;  discharges,  thirteen,  only  one  containing  blood, 
the  remainder  showing  some  attempt  at  fecification ;  pulse,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty;  tongue  clean;  skin  soft;  ipecac,  ten  grains;  hypo- 
dermic iiyection. 

Twenty-fourihr-^lfii^i  well;  appetite  continues  good;  says  he  is 
improving;  discharges,  eight,  seven  clearly  fecal,  one  with  blood; 
poise,  one  hundred  and  twenty;  tongue  less  coated;  skin  moist;  re- 
peated ipeeac.  and  hypodermic  injection. 

TSoenU^'fiftk — Had  a  good  night;  took  food  freely;  discharges, 
seven,  no  blood,  thin,  fecal,  brown,  yellow,  large;  tongue,  clean,  moist; 
pulse,  one  hundred  and  fourteen;  skin  moist;  gave  a  scruple  of  quinine 
ID  three  doses;  omitted  ipecac.;  used  the  hypodermic  syringe. 

Tw€nty»$iQUk — Slept;  feels  better;  is  hungry;  discharges,  seven; 
large,  loose,  brown;  pulse,  one  hundred  and  twenty;  skin  dry;  tongue 
furred;  ordered  five  grains  of  tannin  every  two  hours  till  twenty  are 
taken;  continued  morphia. 

Twen^'sevetUh — Slept;  discharges,  fourteen,  yellowish  brown,  fecal, 
decidly  diarrhoeic;    pulse,  one  hundred  and  eight;  tongue,  dryish; 
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skin,  soft,  pleasant }  appetite,  good ;  strength  improyed ;  to  have  twentf 
grains  each  of  tannin  and  quinine,  in  four  doses,  three  hours  apart, 
and  logwood  and  ohalk  mixture. 

Twenty-eighih — Had  a  good  night;  looks  cheetful;  discharges^ 
five,  thin  but  feculent;  tongue,  moist  and  white;  pulse,  one  hundred 
and  eight;  skin  soft;  appetite  good ;  to  restrain  the  bowels  if  necessary 
by  rectal  injections,  and  to  have  no  other  medicine. 

Twenty ^nih  —  Had  an  uninterruptedly  good  night;  disehar^ges^ 
three,  one  of  well -moulded  feces;  pulse,  one  hundred  and  two;  tongue^ 
white,  moist;  skin  pleasant;  appetite  good;  directed  aeids,  barks,  qui- 
nine and  a  general  line  of  tonics,  which  resulted  in  a  good  recorery. 

Gabs  II — Mrs.  B.,  married,  the  mother  of  a  family.  Had  suffered 
for  three  weeks  with  a  slight  dysentery.  I  saw  her  first  the  day  that 
the  case  number  one  came  to  town.  Her  condition  was  materially  that 
of  Mr.  P.  Her  dejections  were  mucous,  bloody,  accompanied  by 
straining,  and  numbered  from  ten  to  twenty  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 
She  got  the  same  treatment  given  to  case  first,  to-wit:  Salines  on 
Sunday ;  acids  Monday ;  quinine  Tuesday ;  opiates  Wednesday ;  and  as- 
tringents Thursday;  and  all  these  different  methods  were  pushed  t<> 
the  full,  but  without  benefit. 

Friday — She  had  ipecac.  At  this  time  her  pulse  was  one  hundred 
and  thirty;  tongue  furred;  skin  hot;  discharges,  thirteen  in  the  pre- 
vious  twenty-four  hours,  mucous,  bloody,  straining.  At  times  she 
wandered. 

Saturday — Slept  some;  discharges,  ten,  three  contained  a  small 
quantity  of  blood,  the  remaining  seven  were  brown,  thin,  showing  bat 
little  mucus;  pulse  one  hundred  and  twenty;  tongue  furred;  skin 
moist;  appetite,  none;  mind,  the  same;  had  twenty  grains  of  ipeeac, 
and  morphia  hypodermically. 

Sunday — Had  tolerable  sleep ;  less  flighty ;  discharges,  six,  brown, 
somewhat  fecal,  without  blood  or  mucus,  or  straining;  she  is  better; 
expression  good;  got  ipecac,  at  nine-thirty  a.  m.;  vomiting  at  ten; 
gave  chalk  mixture,  logwood,  bismuth,  and  creasote  internally. 

Monday — ^Bested  quietly  until  midnight,  when  she  vomited ;  had  a 
rigor  at  two  A.  M.;  became  again  delirious;  expression  bad;  eyes 
suenken;  tongue  moist;  pulse,  one  hundred  and  forty-four,  feeble, 
quick;  skin  cool.     Ordered  brandy,  quinine,  musk,  camphor,  beef  tea. 

One  o^clock,  p.  m. — Still  delirious ;  pulse,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  failing ;.  skin  moist,  cool ;  no  discharges  since  Sunday.     Stomach 
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nfhsed  all  medicines ;  features  became  piDched ;  sank  gradually,  and 
died  at  8  P.  H.     No  post  mortem. 

Cask  III — J.  G.,  cet.  thirty-four,  a  policeman,  of  temperate  habits. 
Had  from  four  to  ten  dysenteric  discharges  daily  for  nine  weeks.  He 
vis  treated  by  three  Fellows  of  the  College— one  trusted  to  salines, 
another  gave  opium  and  astringents,  while  the  third  used  bismuth, 
astringents,  poultices,  injections,  &c.  I  saw  him  in  consultation,  and 
his  condition  was  as  follows :  Expression  unhappy ;  skin  dry ;  pulse, 
one  hundred;  tongue  furred,  white;  temperature  one  hundred;  appe- 
tite poor;  no  thirst;  slept  well  when  not  called  to  stool;  discharges, 
six  to  ten,  small,  mucous,  bloody,  accompanied  by  straining;  slight 
tenderness  over  the  ascending  and  descending  colon.  Ordered  thirty 
grains  of  ipecac.  Next  day  his  expression  was  more  cheerful ,  skin 
pleasant;  tongue  elean;  pulse,  eighty-four ;  temperature  ninety-eight; 
some  appetite ;  no  tenderness  oyer  the  colon ;  discharges  four,  large, 
thin,  brown,  without  blood,  mucus  or  straining;  had  twenty  grains  of 
ipecac,  that  night,  ten  grains  each  the  two  following  nights,  and  on  the 
fourth  day  reported  himself  well. 

Case  IV — A  minister,  set.  forty-two ;  had  dysentery  for  two  days. 
The  disease  resisted  oil,  salts,  opium  and  quinine,  conjoined  with  the 
local  and  hygienic  treatment  usual  in  such  cases,  and  was  cured  in 
thirty-six  hours  by  two  doses  of  ipecac,  one  of  thirty,  another  of 
twenty  grains. 

Cask  V — A  boy,  set.  seven,  with  a  dysentery  for  six  days,  which 
proved  rebellious  to  Crab  Orchard  salts,  opium,  lead  and  astringent 
injections,  was  relieved  by  three  doses  of  ipecac,  of  five  grains  each. 

Cases  VI,  VII,  VIII,  XIX,  were  in  children,  aged  respectively,  two, 
four,  nine  and  eleven  years. 

In  the  first,  it  had  existed  one  day ;  had  resisted  salts  and  mor- 
phia, and  was  relieved  by  two  doses  of  ipecac. 

In  the  second,  the  child  had  been  sick  four  days;  it  had  grown 
worse  under  Hope's  nitric  acid  mixture,  opium  and  salts.  Four  doses 
of  ipecac,  relieved  it. 

The  third  case  had  suffered  for  thirteen  days.  Had  taken  all  the 
usual  remedies,  and  was  believed,  both  by  the  parents  and  the  physi- 
cian, to  be  past  cure.  She  Was  on  the  chamber  every  few  minutes. 
She  had  fever;  insatiable  thirst;  tenderness  over  the  whole  colon;  a 
red  and  furred  tongue;  no  appetite;  much  vesical  irritation — alto- 
gether, was  as  wretched  as  she  well  could  be.  Five  portions  of  ipecac, 
relieved  her — iron,  quinine,  good  food  add  time  cured  her.        ^^  . 
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The  fourth  eMe  had  for  three  days  a  dysentery  which  paid  no 
heed  to  the  salines  or  opium,  but  whioh  yielded  to  the  second  dose  of 
ipecac. 

Gases  X  to  XY,  are  so  nearly  similar  that  a  report  of  one  may  be 
taken  as  a  fair  picture  of  the  entire  group*  Three  of  them  were  seen 
in  consultation,  three  occurred  in  my  own  practice. 

A  German  woman,  sat.  thirty-one^  had  been  treated  for  a  week  for 
a  dysentery  of  a  more  than  usually  violent  character,  by  an  excellent 
practitioner.  She  looked  sick;  had  extreme  tormina  and  tenesmus; 
from  twelve  to  thirty  small  discharges  in  twenty -four  hours;  pulse, 
one  hundred  and  eight  in  the  forenoon,  rose  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  the  afternoon;  temperature  one  hundred  to  one  hundred 
and  two;  skin  hot;  toAgue  furred ;  thirst  great;  anorexia;  tenderness 
over  the  descending  colon.  She  got  half  a  drachm  of  ipecac,  the  first 
day,  and  morphine  hypodermically  at  night.  Three  other  doses  of 
ipecac.,  of  twenty  grains  each,  and  two  of  ten  grains,  completed  the 
cure.  Within  three  hours  after  taking  the  first  portion,  the  discharges 
lost,  in  the  main,  their  dysenteric  character,  and  began  to  diminish  in 
freauency.         *        *        *        ^        ♦♦        ♦        *        ♦* 

I  venture  to  think  that  the  hypodermic  adminietraUon  of  opium  is 
a  better  mode  of  preparing  the  stomach  for  the  reception  of  ipeoae. 
than  that  in  common  practice.  I  further  believe  that  peppermint 
water  is  a  better  vehicle  than  the  tincture  of  orange  peel  for  exhibit- 
ing ike  powder. 


CASBS  IN  OPHTHALMIC  PRACTICE. 


BT  0*  E.  WIUaHT,  M.  D.,  INDIANAPOLI& 


FORBIGN   BODY   IN  THE  lYK  FOR  KIGBTCIN   TBA.BS. 

A  man,  aged  fifty  yeara,  applied  for  relief  March  13th,  1869. 
Eighteen  years  ago,  while  engaged  in  drilling,  a  small  chip  of  stone 
was  driven  into  the  left  eye,  and  could  not  be  removed.  After  suffer- 
ing for  some  time,  he  recovered  tolerably  good  vIsiodl,  and  the  particle 
of  stone  gave  him  no  trouble  until  three^yeara  ago,  when  repeated  at- 
tacks of  inflammation  soon  destroyed  all  usefulness  of  the  eye  and 
gave  him  intense  pain,  disturbing  his  rest  and  unfitting  him  for  work. 
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When  I  first  saw  the  patient,  he  presented  a  most  miserable  ap- 
pearance. There  was  loss  of  appetite,  wasting  of  flesh,  and  a  pecu- 
liar pinched  expression  of  the  mouth  and  left  side  of  the  face,  caused 
by  the  agonising  pain.  The  eyelids  were  very  red  and  swollen,  and 
from  the  palpebral  fissure  bulged  forth  the  staphylomatous  cornea. 
There  was  also  a  scleral  staphyloma  about  three  lines  ft'om  the  lower 
portion  of  the  cornea.  The  eye  and  its  appendages  were  intensely 
injected.  Treatment  to  subdue  the  inflammation  with  a  view  to  extir- 
pate the  globe  was  unsuccessful,  although  continued  for  one  month. 
Slight  pressure  upon  the  scleral  staphyloma  greatly  increased  the  pain 
and  caused  a  desire  to  eject  the  contents  of  the  stomach.  At  this 
protrusion,  supposing  the  cause  of  the  trouble  might  be  there,  I  made 
an  incision  extending  a  quarter  of  an  inch  on  each  side  and  through 
the  sclerotic  prominence,  and  extracted  a  shriveled  and  cataractous 
lens.  If  the  stone  was  at  the  point  of  incision,  it  must  have  been 
eipelled  by  the  sudden  gush  of  fluid,  as  it  could  not  be  found.  Al- 
though the  patient  was  so  sensitive  to  pressure,  he  did  not  feel  ihe 
cutting  of  the  knife.  Perfect  relief  from  pain  followed  the  operation. 
The  globe  shrank  to  about  two-thirds  the  natural  size,  and  formed  a 
most  excellent  stump  for  an  artificial  eye,  which  I  introduced  on  the 
18th  of  May,  three  weeks  after  the  operation.  The  patient  has  worn 
the  eye  comfortably  ever  since,  has  enjoyed  perfect  immunity  from 
pain,  and  has  gained  flesh  rapidly. 

axTaACTiOK  or  cati.bi.ot. 

A  woman  aged  about  eighty,  from  whose  left  eye  I  had  successfully 
extracted  cataract,  was  desirous  of  having  an  operation  performed  on 
the  right  eye. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  assisted  by  Dr.  Fletcher,  I  removed  the  cata- 
ract by  the  modified  linear  method  of  extraction,  (sclerotic  section 
with  iridectomy).  Four  days  after  the  operation  the  patient  could 
distinguish  objects.  Owing  to  the  diffioulty  experienced  in  cutting 
the  conjunctiva  with  the  knife,  in  completing  the  section  through  that 
membrane,  I  prefer  using  the  knife  as  an  elevator  and  dividing  the 
conjunctiva  with  scissors. 

The  patient  is  at  present  writing  (July  20th),  having  good  use  of 
both  eyes  with  the  aid  of  suitable  glasses. 

SCLIBOTITXS   RBLIEriD    BY    EXTBACTI5G    A   CAEIOrS    TOOTH. 

A  young  woman,  »t.  twenty-five,  came  to  me  June  7th,  with  ciri* 
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eomsoribed  sclerotitis  about  the  insertion  of  the  external  rectus  musele 
of  the  right  eye.  There  had  been  no  mechanical  injury  to  the  eye. 
Patient  was  experiencing  no  other  difficulty  save  a  severe  aching  of 
the  second  molar  tooth  on  the  same  side.  There  was  profuse  lachry- 
mation  of  the  right  eye.  Treatment  produced  no  perceptible  good 
until  the  carious  tooth  was  extracted,  when  the  inflammation  subsided 
as  if  by  magic. 


ON  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  DIASTOLE  OF  THE  VENTRICLES 
OF  THE  HEART.  

BY  A.  H.  GARROD, 
St.  John's  Oollege,  Ounbridg*. 


The  existence  of  an  active  diastol6  of  the  ventricles  of  the  heart 
following  each  systole  has  been  long  recognized  by  physiologists,  and 
there  have  been  several  explanations  given  of  the  phenomenon ;  but 
they  are  all  subject  to  grave  objections,  and  fresh  methods  of  research 
have  overthrown  them  one  after  another. 

The  object  of  the  present  article  is  to  show  that  this  active  dias- 
tole is  mainly  dependent  on  the  tui^scence  of  the  walls  of  the  heart, 
consequent  on  the  flow  of  blood  into  the  coronary  arteries  immedi- 
ately after  the  systole. 

The  experiments  of  Vaust  in  1821,  together  with  the  known  ana- 
tomical arrangement  of  the  commencement  of  the  aorta,  strongly  faror 
the  supposition  that  during  the  ventricular  systole  the  circulation  in 
the  walls  of  the  heart  ceases  on  account  of  the  close  relation  between 
the  segments  of  the  aortic  valve  and  the  orifices  of  the  coronary  arte- 
ries. 

Immediately  the  aortic  valve  is  closed  the  impediment  to  the  flow 
of  blood  into  the  coronary  vessels  is  removed,  and  the  sudden  reple- 
tion thus  caused,  directly  after  the  closure  of  the  valve,  produces  an 
equally  sudden  turgescence  of  the  walls  of  the  ventricles,  the  auricles 
from  their  thinness  not  being  similarly  affected.  This  turgescence  of 
the  tissue  of  the  heart  produces  an  active  opening  out  of  the  cavities 
of  the  ventricles,  and  in  a  very  short  time  they  reach  their  maximum 
size. 

The  following  experiment  supports  this  theory :  Take  a  sheep's 
heart  which  has  at  least  two  inches  of  the  aorta  left  on ;  attach  the  cut 
end  of  the  aorta  to  a  pint  syringe  full  of  water  and  inject;  the  first 
effect  of  this  operation  is  the  closure  of  the  aortic  valve,  immediately 
after  which  water  enters  the  coronary  arteries,  the  ventricular  walls 
swell  and  the  cavities  of  the  ventricles  open  out  to  their  full  extent. 
It  will  be  then  found  that  the  heart  is  tough  and  not  easily  compressi- 
ble, and  if  it  be  cut  in  two  between  the  apex  and  the  base,  the  halves 
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shew  the  cavkies  fully  dilated^  and  they  remain  so  antil  the  water  has 
escaped  from  the  cut  oriices  of  the  yessels.  The  shortoesB  of  the 
coronary  arteries  and  the  sudden  way  in  which  they  break  up  into 
aniniite  ramifications  favors  the  rapid  turgesoence  of  the  heart  walls. 

If  this  theory  be  correct  it  follows  that  there  must  be  an  absorp> 
tive  force  exercised  in  both  the  ventricles  immediately  after  the  clo- 
-sore  of  the  aortic  valve,  and  Marey  found  that  to  be  the  case  when  he 
j)laced  in  either  ventricle  an  ampoule  registering  negative  pressures 
only. 

The  relation  between  the  cardiograph  traces  from  the  ventricles 
-and  aorta  throw  so  much  light  on  the  point  under  consideration  that 
■a  detailed  description  of  them  will  not  oe  out  of  place. 

The  diagram  is  -taken  from  Marey's  work  Dt  la  Circulation  du 
^ng,  p.  189. 


No.  I.  is  the  trmoa  from  the  left  Tentrlele. 
Ho.  II.  is  from  the  aorta. 

SfanultaneoQS  eTentearo  recorded  in  the  same  longitudinal  linos,  and  the  traces  hy  their  rise 
'•^  kll  indicate  alterations  of  pressure  in  the  rentricle  and  aorta  respectiTelj. 

No  more  reference  will  be  here  made  to  the  systolic  than  is  ne- 
cessary to  explain  the  diastolic  movements. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  cardiac  systole,  the  pressure  which  contin- 
ues to  increase  in  the  ventricles  (y)  diminishes  in  the  aorta  (6),  be- 
cause then  the  latter  receives  less  blood  from  the  heart  than  it  trans- 
mits to  the  capillaries. 

After  this4  it  is  considered  by  Marey  that  the  undulation  x  in  the 
upper  trace  corresponds  with  e  in  the  lower,  and  that  they  are  both 
caused  by  the  closure  of  the  aortic  valve ;  he  also  thinks  the  fall  be- 
tween X  and  z  in  the  upper  trace  to  be  due  to  the  relaxation  of  the 
ventricle,  and,  without  explaining  why,  states  that  at  that  moment  the 
J)res8nre  falls  ordinarily  below  zero.  But  on  carefully  looking  at  hie 
<>wa  diagram,  as  copied  above,  it  is  clearly  seen  that  the  undulation  c 
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in  the  aortie  slightly  precedes  x  in  the  yentrionlar  trace,  and  this  to- 
gether with  the  results  obtained  by  Chauvean,  by  means  of  his  eom- 
bined  haemadromometer  and  sphygmosoope,  and  confirmed  by  Lortet, 
leads  me  to  donbt  the  correctness  of  Marey's  explanation  and  to  ad- 
vance the  following: 

During  the  main  ventricular  descent  the  aortic  pressure  iaereases 
(c),  probably  from  the  rise  of  the  base  of  the  heart  after  its  con  trac- 
tion, just  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  systole  it  falls  (a)  from  the 
opposite  cause. 

When  all  contraction  has  ceased,  the  only  impediment  to  regurgi- 
tation ttom  the  arteries,  is  the  passive  resistance  of  the  ventricular 
walls,  which  is  comparatively  slight;  so  that  blood  flows  back  to  the 
heart,  compressing  the  ampoule  into  the  ventricle  and  causing  the  ele- 
vation X  in  the  upper  trace,  while  it  necessarily  produces  a  similar  de- 
pression in  the  lower  one. 

When  the  reflux  of  blood  has  become  sufficiently  rapid,  the  aortic 
valve  closes,  and  in  so  doing  puts  an  abrupt  stop  to  the  ventricular 
rise  re.  Immediately  after  this  the  coronary  repletion  and  consequent 
turgescence  commences,  as  shewn  above,  and  by  opening  out  the  cavi- 
ties of  the  entricles,  diminishes  the  pressure  on  the  contained  ampoule, 
and  so  depresses  the  trace  below  zero. 

This  tendency  to  the  formation  of  a  vacuum,  together  with  the 
associated  raising  of  the  base  of  the  heart,  causes  so  great  a  rush  of 
blood  from  the  auricles,  which  as  Mr.  Bryant  has  shown,  are  then 
quite  full,  that  a  slight  undulation  is  produced  in  the  ventricular 
trace  z. 

The  increase  in  bulk  of  the  ventricular  walls,  consequent  on  the 
coronary  repletion,  takes  place  in  all  directions,  and  by  expanding  the 
whole  conical  heart,  pushes  the  base  up  into  the  cavity  previously 
occupied  by  the  ^1  auricles,  which  it  simultaneously  empties  by  the 
absorptive  force. 

This  theory  being  true,  the  heart  is  a  machine  in  which  simplicity 
of  action  and  economy  of  force  are  most  marked.  The  systolie  move- 
ments fill  the  reservoirs  which  are  to  feed  the  cavities  they  emptv ; 
and  all  the  diastolic  forces  are  expended  in  active  preparation  for  the 
succeeding  systole;  the  eirculation  in  its  walls  besides  its  primary 
object,  even  aiding  its  mechanical  function. — Journal  of  Aimiaa^  at^ 
Physiology,  May,  1869. 


TREATMENT  OF  SUNSTROKE. 


(This  is  the  concluding  portion  of  a  lecture  on  Sunstroke,  deliv- 
ered by  Dr.  G.  M.  Smith,  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  and  found  in  the 
Medical  Record,  July  15th::) 

I  oome  now  to  speak  of  the  treatment  of  sunstroke.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  therapeutics  I  must  recall  the  ordinary  varieties  of  the  dls- 
erder*    The  milder  form,  oi  that  of  ordinary  syncope,  is  to  be  treated^ 
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as  has  been  before  stated,  like  cases  of  faintness ;  the  graver  form  of 
syncope,  or  tbat  of  snddeD  and  profound  collapse,  requires  the  imme- 
diate exhibition  of  restoratives.  The  nervous  system  has  been  over- 
whelmed, and  vital  action  has  almost  ceased.  The  means  suited  to 
relieve  such  a  condition  are  obvious. 

We  will  consider  the  treatment  of  a  more  typical  case.  What 
indications  are  there  to  guide  in  its  management?  Under  ordinary 
circumstances  man  maintains  a  temperature  of  about  98®  P.  If  the 
weather  is  extremely  cold,  and  if,  by  reason  of  improper  food,  rai- 
ment, or  shelter,  he  is  unable  to  generate  and  maintain  the  proper 
amount  of  heat,  his  body  becomes  cooled,  and  a  fall  in  temperature  Of 
a  few  degrees  makes  him  lethargic.  When  in  this  condition  he' is 
readily  frozen  to  death. 

Now  what  occasionally  happens  in  our  midst  during  the  intensely 
hot  weather?  The  same  vital  action  is  generating  in  man  a  uniform 
warmth.  Unsuitable  aliment,  and  clothing,  conjoined  with  exposure 
to  an  unusually  heated  atmosphere  and  to  other  unfavorable  condi- 
tions, favor  an  undue  accumulation  of  heat  in  the  body.  The  indi- 
vidual falls  insensible,  the  thermometer  generally  indicating  that  his 
temperature  is  above  the  normal  standard. 

In  pyrexial  disorders,  when  the  temperature  is  high,  we  en- 
deavor to  lessen  its  intensity  by  bathing  the  forehead  and  by  the  in- 
ternal administration  of  water  and  refrigerating  draughts.  Such 
means  are  grateful  to  and  are  desired  by  invalids. 

Patients  in  the  condition  before  indicated  are,  as  we  have  said, 
overheated,  and  it  seems  rational  to  attempt  to  reduce  their  tempera- 
ture. They  are  insensible  and  can  not  swallow  cooling  drinks,  and 
we  should  therefore  apply  cold  to  the  head,  or,  what  is  better,  to  the 
arms,  and  further  even  to  the  neck  and  chest,  and  thus  expose  a  larger 
surface  in  which  the  blood  can  be  tempered. 

If  the  case  is  an  extreme  one,  and  the  temperature  is  very  high, 
it  may  be  well  to  ^trip  off  all  the  clothing  and  sponge  the  entire  body 
with  cold  water,  or  to  use  the  sudden  cold  douche;  and  if  these  means 
are  insufficient  to  cool  the  patient  and  to  rouse  him,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  apply  ice  to  the  head  and  axillsB,  and  to  rub  the  trunk  and  ex- 
tremities with  the  same  material. 

The  use  of  ice  in  such  cases  was  introduced  into  this  hospital  in 
1857,  by  Dr.  B.  Darrach,  at  that  time  Eesident  Physician.  In  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  January,  1869,  he  pub- 
lished a  report  of  four  cases  treated  in  this  manner;  three  recovered 
and  one  died.  In  the  lifty-three  cases  to  which  I  have  alluded  ice  to 
the  entire  body  has  scarcely  been  employed.  It  has  frequently  been 
applied  to  the  head,  but  for  general  cooling  it  is  doubtless  safer  to  rely 
upon  sponging  and  the  douche. 

It  should  constantly  be  borne  in  mind  that  cold  is  a  most  pow- 
erful remedy.  These  patients  have  a  tendencv  to  collapse,  and  if  in- 
tense cold  is  unnecessarily  employed,  it  may  hasten  such  an  unfortu- 
nate condition. 

Be  careful,  therefore,  to  suit  the  degree  of  the  cooling  process  to 
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die  gcftYitj  and  condition  of  the  patient,  and  oarefullj  watching  the 
•effect of  treatment,  cease  the  applications  at  the  earliest  practicahle  mo- 
ment. Resort  is  not  to  be  had  to  the  ice  frictions  until  is  is  fouid 
th^t  cool  sponging  or  the  douche  have  failed  to  reduce  the  tempera- 
ture and  to  revive  to  partial  consciousness. 

Some  patients  come  inte  our  hands  while  in  a  state  of  collapse, 
being  cadaverous  in  color  and  temperature.  It  would  obvionslj  be 
improper  to  employ  such  treatment  in  these  cases ;  thev  have  passed 
the  stage  in  which  refrigerant  means  are  indicated,  and  now  require 
artificial  heat,  sinapims,  warm  frictions,  and  stimulating  enemata  to 
restore  them. 

In  many  cases  in  which  the  cooling  process  is  applied,  we  find 
that  the  temperature  of  the  body  has  diminished,  the  respirations  be- 
eome  more  natural,  the  pulse  less  frequent,  and  that  consciousness  has 
returned.  Thb  favorable  condition  may  occur  in  a  few  moments  or 
may  not  be  reached  for  several  hours,  during  which  time,  however, 
the  harsher  method  of  treatment  is  not  to  be  continually  applied,  hot 
the  gentler  partial  applications. 

In  some  instances  the  temperature  falls,  but  there  is  imperfect 
consciousness  and  delirium — such  patients  are  to  be  carefully  dried, 
placed  comfortablv  in  bed,  and  stimulating  enemata  exhibited,  while 
the  head  can  be  kept  cool  if  extraordinarily  heated.  As  the  lungs 
are  generally  early  congested,  it  is  desirable  to  place  sinapisms  on  the 
extremities  and  chest,  or  upon  the  latter  dry  cnps  may  be  employed. 
By  thus  favoring  the  peripheric  circulation  we  lessen  the  liabilities 
to  pulmonary  and  to  other  centric  engorgements. 

Dr.  Beaison,  surgeon  in  the  India  service,  has  encountered  sun- 
stroke among  the  troops  under  his  charge,  and  gives  the  following 
concise  directions  in  reference  to  the  immediate  treatment :  '<  Uofasten 
as  quickly  as  possible  the  man's  dress  and  accoutrements,  to  expose 
the  neck  and  chest,  get  him  under  the  shade  of  a  bush,  raise  his  head 
a  little,  and  commence  the  affusion  of  cold  water  from  a  aheepskin 
bag,  continuing  the  affusion  at  intervals  over  the  head,  chesty  and  epi- 
gastrium, until  consciousness  and  the  power  of  swallowing  retom. 
When  this  takes  place  the  affusion  may  be  stopped  and  a  stimulant 
mixture  given  occasionally  in  small  dose^" 

In  regard  to  the  use  of  stimulants,  I  would  remark  that  the  same 
oaution  must  be  taken  in  prescribing  them  as  in  ordering  cold  applica- 
tions. As  soon  as  the  patient  can  swallow,  water  can  be  allowed.  If 
the  pulse  is  frequent  and  feeble,  stimulants  are  to  be  given,  regulating 
the  quantity  by  the  effect  produced.  I  have  already  spoken  of  the 
condition  of  the  circulation  in  the  malady  under  consideration.  Ib 
administering  the  alcoholic  and  diffusive  restoratives,  be  governed  by 
the  force  and  frequency  of  the  pulse.  Their  inconsiderate  exhibition 
will  prove  as  injurious  as  their  judicious  employment  will  prove  salu- 
tary. 

To  illustrate  the  promptness  with  which  patients  can  be  restored, 
it  may  be  stated  that  eleven  of  the  cases,  to  which  allusion  has  before 
been  made  as  having  been  admitted  here  in  an  unconscious  condilioB 
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or  Dearly  bo,  were  discharged  relieved  on  the  same  day;  three  on  the 
fourth  day,  &c. 

Sach  patients,  on  being  discharged,  should  be  advised  to  avoid 
as  far  as  possible  physical  and  mental  labor,  and  to  avoid  exposure 
to  the  sun  for  some  days  after  their  convalescence,  and  should  be  cau- 
tioned  to  give  heed  to  these  points  for  some  time  after  their  health 
has  been  restored.  Inattention  to  these  precautions  may  induce 
morbid  nervous  phenomena,  from  which  relief  may  never  be  obtained. 
A  wor4  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  sunstroke.  Fortunately 
there  are  but  a  few  days  in  the  year  in  which  we  are  liable  to  be  over- 
come by  the  heat.  During  extraordinarily  warm  weather,  it  is  espe- 
cially desirable  to  avoid  all  enervating  influences.  We  are,  as  it  were, 
suddenly  transported  to  the  tropics,  and  are  unacclimated.  The  pur- 
suits of  life  are  not  materially  intermitted,  and  attention  to  usual  du- 
ties may  provoke  the  disorder.  The  disease  is  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  laboring  classes,  though  it  is  more  common  among  them. 

As  diaphoresis  is  generally  profuse  in  warm  weather,  so  there  is  a 
corresponding  thirst.  It  seems  proper  to  assuage  such  natural  cravine 
by  cool  water  in  suitable  quantities.  The  excessive  use  of  cold  or  iced 
water  has  been  condemned,  and  has  been  regarded  by  some  as  a  cause 
of  sunstroke.  We  have  all  experienced  more  or  less  inconvenience 
from  drinking  such  draughts  when  heated.  Dr.  Swift,  in  analyzing 
the  causes  of  the  sixty  cases  of  insolation  occurring  here  in  1853, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  drinking  cold  water  hastened  the  devel- 
opment of  the  disease.  He  cited  the  case  of  a  sailor  who,  having 
been  at  work  in  the  sun,  drank  freely  from  a  bucket  of  hydrant  water, 
and  after  plunging  his  head  into  it,  immediately  fell  insensible.  It  is 
not  stated  which  form  of  sunstroke  was  thus  excited.  It  may  have  been 
that  of  syncope.  The  system,  however,  should  not  be  allowed  to  suf- 
fer for  want  of  water,  for  abstemiousness  I  should  infer  would  induce 
the  disease.  Water  is  to  be  taken  that  it  may  perform  its  ordinary 
office,  in  this  instance,  particularly,  that  it  may  moderately  temper  the 
blood  and  be  evaporated  from  the  nostrils,  air-passages,  and  skin,  and 
thus  gradually  cool  the  body.  It  does  not,  however,  seem  to  me  de- 
sirable to  induce  sudden  shocks  of  the  system  by  frequently  drinking 
very  cold  beverages  in  large  quantities.  There  may  possibly  be  feb- 
rile reactions  in  t£e  system  after  the  chills  induced  by  such  draughts. 
There  is  a  professional  as  well  as  popular  impression  that  the  ex- 
cessive use  of  very  cold  water  will  sometimes  induce  fatal  results ;  and 
while  there  is  any  room  for  doubt  on  the  question,  is  it  not  the  part  of 
prudence,  at  least,  to  abstain  from  such  excess?  A  consideration  of 
the  immediate  effects  of  cold  water  upon  the  system  is  a  topic  worthy 
of  extended  observation,  but  upon  which  my  present  limits  will  not 
allow  me  to  enlarge. 

Our  ability  to  avoid  disease  should  not  ordinarily  depend  on  the 
use  of  alcoholic  stimulants.  Intemperate  habits  enervate,  and  an  un- 
accustomed and  unnecessary  temporary  excitation  at  the  time  may  be 
injurious  or  may  be  followed  by  a  depression  of  the  vital  powers. 
There  are  doubtless  conditions  of  the  body  in  which  cordials  prove 
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salutary;  such  cordials  enabling  an  enfeebled  body  to  resist  extremes 
either  of  heat  or  of  cold.  But  I  confidently  believe  that  the  majority 
of  people  should  avoid  stimulants,  and  that  they  would  derive  advan- 
tage during  summer  by  using  chiefly  as  a  beverage,  good  water,  which 
at  times  may  be  acidulated  and  sweetened.  This  remark  particularlj 
relates  to  those  who  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  ordinary  health,  and  who 
are  still  in  the  prime  of  life. 

You  are  doubtless  acquainted  with  the  experiments  of  FrankliD. 
Davy,  Rumford,  Coulier,  and  others,  in  regard  to  the  condmetion,  radi- 
ation, and  absorption  of  caloric.  The  scientific  fkcts  established  bj 
these  observers  should  guide  us  in  the  selection  of  color  and  of  the 
fabric  of  our  clothing.  There  are  few  of  our  inhabitants  so  poor  that 
they  can  not  be  suitably  attired.  Our  laborers  could  readily  wear  a 
cheap  white  or  light-colored  garment  over  the  dark  red  and  blue  shirts 
in  which  they  so  usually  toil,  and  to  which  they  are  predisposedjbj 
reason,  I  believe,  of  some  fancied  efficacy  to  be  derived  from  the  dye. 

Dr.  McDowall,  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Bombay  Army,  in  writing 
in  1865,  on  the  color  of  clothing  as  influencing  the  temperature,  health, 
and  comfort  of  the  wearer,  has  given  his  personal  experience.  He 
says :  "  I  well  remember  that  when  encamped  on  the  shores  of  the 
Bosphorus,  in  Turkey,  a  little  incident  occurred  which  vividly  im- 
pressed this  physical  fact  on  my  memory  and  shoulders.  The  fore- 
noon being  bright  and  inviting,  we  (some  other  officers  and  myself) 
determined,  Leander-like,  to  lave  our  limbs  in  the  classic  waters  of  the 
East,  though  not  precisely  at  the  same  spot  he  patronized.  The  walk 
was  pretty  long  and  hot.  We  one  by  one  took  our  coats  off  and  etr- 
ried  them  on  our  arms,  both  on  going  and  coming  from  the  bath.  I 
wore  a  cherry-colored  flannel  shirt,  and  although  all  our  shonlden 
were  more  or  less  burnt  by  exposure  while  in  the  water,  I  was  literally 
scorched,  and  for  some  days  suffered  greatly  from  the  slighest  move- 
ment or  friction  of  my  coat.  We  all  suffered  in  exact  proportion  to 
the  depth  of  shade  of  our  flanneh  Now,  in  the  jungle  in  the  hottest 
weather,  and  in  the  sun,  I  have  often  ridden,  and  do  ride  still,  both 
for  experiment  and  comfort,  in  my  shirt-sleeves;  but  that  shirt  is 
white.  Any  other  color  requires  a  proportioned  thickness — nay,  even 
padding,  according  to  some.'' 

No  less  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  covering  of  the  head. 
Hats  should  be  made  of  light-colored -straw,  or  felt,  and  the  latter 
should  allow  of  free  ventilation.  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  A.  Woodhdl 
U.  S.  A.,  in  his  report  to  the  Surgeon-General,  in  April,  1868,  upon 
the  uniform  and  clothing  of  our  soldiers,  in  referring  to  this  subject 
has  said :  "  But,  whatever  covering  is  worn,  it  must  be  light  in  color, 
and  be  raised  from  the  crown,  to  save  the  soldier  fVom  the  disastrous 
effects  of  direct  solar  heat  and  confined  hot  air." 
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Portland,  Ind.,  July  17,  1869. 

The  Jaj  County  Medical  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  President,  Dr.  Wm.  Freeman,  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  called  the  rolL  Members  present:  Drs.  C.  L.  Ar- 
thur, a.  W.  Shephard,  T.  L.  Shephard,  T.  A.  Coz,  Jos.  Watson,  B. 
R.  Freeman  and  J.  E.  Markle. 

The  minntes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
*  The  credentials  of  W.  G.  Smith  and  L.  G.  B^lston  having  been  ez* 
amined  and  reported  favorably  upon  by  the  Censors,  they  were  unani- 
mously elected  to  membership. 

Reports  of  committees  were  then  read  and  thus  disposed  of: 

Dr.  Reed,  on  Diagnosis  of  Dysentery,  was  continued. 

Dr.  Brewington,  on  Pathology  of  Dysentery,  not  present. 

Dr.  Wm.  Freeman  read  an  essay  on  Prognosis  of  Dysentery. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Markle  read  an  essay  on  Treatment  of  Dysentery, 

Dr.  B.  K.  Freeman  read  an  essay  on  the  Diagnosis  of  Erysipelas. 

Dr.  G*.  W.  Shephard  read  an  essay  on  Pathology  of  Erysipelas. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Yanoe  on  Prognosis  and  Treatment  of  Erysipelas,  was 
condnued. 

Dr.  T.  A  Coz  on  Diagnosis  of  Acute  Rheumatism,  was  continued. 

Dr.  T.  L.  Shephard  read  an  essay  on  Pathology  of  Acuta  Rheuma- 
tism. 

Dr.  Jos.  Watson  read  an  essay  on  Treatment  of  Acute  Rheuma- 
tism. 

The  different  essays  were  discussed  at  some  length,  and,  on  motion, 
they  were  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  W.  O.  Smith  presented  a  patient,  male,  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
who  was  ezamined  by  the  Society ;  phthisis  pulmonalis  was  diagnosed  i 
treatment  recommended,  alcoholic  stimulants,  cod  liver  oil,  syrup  iodide 
ferri,  open  air  and  ezercise. 

Dr.  C.  L.  Arthur  made  an  oral  report  in  the  case  of  a  lady  he  was 
called  to  attend.  She  had  been  delivered  by  a  mid-wife.  Immediately 
after  her  delivery  they  placed  her  in  a  tub  of  cold  spring  water  and 
bathed  her  all  over.     This  treatment  was  continued  for  seven  days, 
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with  the  addition  of  cold  water  injections  into  her  rectum  and  vagina. 
(The  husband  was  sick  at  the  time,  and  knew  nothing  of  her  treat- 
ment.) 

I  was  called  to  see  her  the  seventh  night  alter  her  confinement. 
Found  her  with  puerperal  mania;  pulse  one  hundred  and  eighty;  pain 
and  tenderness  over  the  abdomen ;  the  lochia  had  ceased  and  the  bow- 
els were  confined ;  took  four  men  to  hold  her  in  bed.  Gave  a  purga- 
tive, which  operated  freely;  used  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia 
every  hour  for  three  hours,  when  she  became  quiet  and  went  to  sleep. 
Returned  next  day ;  found  her  as  bad  or  worse  than  on  the  previous 
day.  Gave  her  a  hypodermic  injection  of  one  and  a-half  grains  of 
morphia,  with  no  effect;  repeated  in  two  hours,  when  she  became  quiet 
and  slept  soundly  for  four  hours,  when  she  awoke  and  her  reason  was 
restored  in  a  great  measure,  and  continued  quiet  until  the  next  day 
two  o'clock,  when  she  expired,  the  victim  of  officious  old  women. 

An  election  of  officers  was  held  and  resulted  as  follows:  For 
President,  Dr.  J.  E.  Markle;  Secretary,  Dr.  G.  W.  Shephard;  Treas- 
urer, Dr.  C.  D.  Arthur;  Censors,  Drs.  Wm.  Freeman,  C.  L.  Arthur^ 
and  T.  L.  Shephard. 

The  President  made  the  following  appointments  for  essays  to  be 
read  at  the  next  meeting : 

Dr.  C.  L.  Arthur,  Diagnosis  of  Pneumonia. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Shephard,  Pathology  of  Pneumonia. 

Dr.  Joseph  Watson,  Prognosis  and  Treatment  of  Pneumonia. 

Drs.  B.  R.  Freeman,  T.  L.  Shephard,  W.  G.  Smith,  L.  G.  Ralston, 
and  Wm.  Freeman  essays  on  subjects  of  their  own  choosing. 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  prepare  and  furnish  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  for  publication  in  the  Western  Journal  of  Medicine. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned,  to  meet  on  the  9th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1869,  at  New  Mount  Pleasant,  Ind. 

J.  E.  MarKLB,  M.  D,,  Secretary. 


BRAINARD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Society  met  in  Winamac  July  7th,  1869.  Proceedings  read 
and  approved. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Smith  presented  a  patient  for  examination,  who  was  ex- 
amined and  the  treatment  discussed. 
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Dr.  W.  T.  Clelland  read  a  paper  on  surgery;  Br.  A.  R.  Thomp- 
son  one  on  the  meohanism  of  parturition. 

Dr.  Eaton,  ehairman  of  the  section  on  Materia  Medica,  Therapeu- 
tics, ftc,  presented  a  paper  on  bitter  tonics  in  general  and  Euonymus 
Atroporpureus  in  particular. 

A  communication  was  read  ffom  Dr,  6.  T.  Woolen,  secretary  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  asking  the  members  to  forward  their  name0 
and  remittances,  if  they  wished  the  Transactions  for  the  year. 

The  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  was  selected  as  the  organ  of 
commusication  for  the  Society. 

Dr.  J.  W.  C.  Eaton  raised  a  club  of  five  for  the  aboTe  named  j our ^ 
oal. 

Adjourned  to  meet  in  Winamac  August  4th,  1869. 

I.  B.  Washbubn,  M,  V^  Secretary. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Cincinnati,  July  26, 1869. 

Mr.  Editob:  In  the  July  number  of  the  American  Joumul  of 
ikt  Medical  Sciences  Dr.  Edward  Hartshorne,  of  Philadelphia,  thus 
alludes  to  my  correction  of  what  I  beliered,  and  still  believe,  to  be 
an  error  in  his  comments  on  the  earliest  historical  notiee  by  British 
writers  of  "weight  extension  "  in  the  treatment  of  fractured  thigh; 

**Dr.  G«o.  C.  Blackman  (  Wutem  Journal  qf  Medieiney  May,  1869,)  presents  the 
following  note  with  a  qaotation  from  the  Chirurgical  ObservathM  and  OaMi  of 
William  Bromfield,  a  well-known  contemporarj  of  Pott,  and  surgeon  to  St.  Oeorge's 
Hospital  in  London,  in  order  to  correct  an  imaginary  error  he  attributes  to  me  in 
my  comment  on  the  mistake  of  Heister,  then  of  Bell,  and  afterwards  of  others,  in 
regard  to  ^he  pulley- extension  adopted  and  recommended  by  Fabricius  Hildanns  as 
the  method  of  Ambrose  Pare." 

Now,  in  our  brief  remarks  on  Dr.  Hartshorne's  most  excellent  pa- 
per we  had  but  one  object  in  yiew,  and  that  was  to  show  that  Dr.  H. 
was  in  error  in  stating  that  '^  the  first  European  writer,  out  of  the  con- 
tinent at  least,  who  definitely  speaks  of  this  mode  of  fractured  thigh, 
4c.,  4c.,  is  John  Bell.  (^Principles  of  Snrgery^  fourth  edition,  Edinburgh, 
1801)."  We  regret  that  Dr.  H.  did  not  place  the  extract  just  quoted 
from  his  paper  in  connexion  with  the  copy  of  our  remarks  which  he  has 
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publisliecl  in  tlie  Jaly  number  referred  to^  as  we  think  the  majority  of 
readers  would  have  agreed  with  us,  that  our  comments  were  intended 
only  for  his  statement  that  John  Bell,  in  1801,  was  the  first  to  notice 
the  weight  extension.  Nor  are  we  willing  to  admit  that  Bromfield's 
allusion  to  the  practice  is  so  very  "vague,"  when  in  his  Chirurgical 
Observations  and  Cases  (London,  1773),  referring  to  different  methods, 
of  treating  fVactured  thigh  then  in  vogue,  he  adds : 

*'  As  short  splints  and  staretobed  oat  limbs  are,  bjr  them,  thought  the  best  method 
of  practice,  find  even  a  large  weight  hung  from  the  ankU-Joint^  io  keep  the  museiee  of 
the  thigh  extended  when  the  femur  is  fractured,  is  not  everywhere  exploded.*' — P. 
112. 

Again,  Dr.  Hartshorne  remarks: 

"  I  trust  enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  Dr.  BladLman's  collation  of  one  sen- 
tence of  mine  with  one  of  Bcomfield's  affords  no  evidence  of  hasty  compilation  in 

what  he  is  pleased  to  call  an  '^  elaborate  paper." 

• 

On  the  contrary,  nothing  was  further  from  our  thoughts  than  to 
attempt  to  furnish  such  evidence ;  for  it  is  seldom  that  we  have  an 
opportunity  of  peruaing  a  paper  presenting  such  careful  research,  and 
which,  in  our  humble  opinion,  seems  so  exhaustive. 

In  conclusion,  he  adds : 

"  If  Dr.  Blackman  will  take  the  time  and  trouble  to  follow  the  same  course  of 
inquiry,  rea^y  oifiMt  hand^  as  I  certainly  did  in  the  coarse  of  an  inveatigatton  for 
another  and  more  important  purpose,  I  think  he  will  agree  with  me  in  the  coodo- 
sion*thatHeister  mistook  Hildanus,  thus  committing  "erroneous  compilation,"  and 
that  John  Bell  and  others  must  have  been  misled  into  the  same  mistake  through 
"second  hand  quotation." 

To  this  we  can  only  respond,  that  it  is  not  very  probable  tbat  any 
one .  who  has  perused  Dr.  Hartshorne's  truly  elaborate  papers,  will 
deem  it  necessary  ^^to  take  ^e  time  and  trouble  to  follow  the  same 
course  of  inquiry** — nor  will  any  one,  we  think,  be  disposed  to  dis- 
pute the  conclusions  to  which  he  has  arrived  in  reference  to  the 
*<  erroneous  compilations.**  which  have  been  committed  through  ^'aee- 
ond  hand  quotations."  Truly  Yours, 

Geo.  C.  Blagkman. 


Springfield,  Ohio,  Junk  29, 1869. 
Edxtoe  oe  Jouenal — Dear  Sir:  While  every  person,  especially 
every  physician,  should  rejoice  at  the  appearanoe,  and  herald  the  tri- 
umphB  of  any  agent  which  relieves  human  suffering,  yet  I  think  it  aa 
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much  a  duty  to  expose  cheats  and  denounce  pretended  discoyeries, 
which  only  gall  the  profession,  and  through  them  the  public.  For 
this  reason  I  beg  leave  to  speak  of  my  '* findings''  in  the  trial  of  local 
anaesthetics. 

I  purchased  last  winter  of  Max  Wocher,  of  Cincinnati,  a  fine  appa- 
ratus and  began  to  use  it  to  some  extent  in  my  practice.  I  used  pure 
sulphuric  ether  in  my  experiments ;  but  as  my  objections  apply  to  the 
freezing,  they  would  be  the  same  for  rhigolene  or  any  other  agent 
adapted  for  use  in  the  instrument  in  question. 

In  the  first  place,  the  application  of  the  agent  is  attended  with 
most  unpleasant  sensations.  In  ansBSthetiaing  an  abscess  my  patients 
would  generally  kick  around  and  screech  more  than  if  I  had  plunged  a 
lancet  in  without  any  previous  process.  After  freezing,  the  cutting 
was  not  felt  much,  of  course,  though  as  a  general  thing,  the  patient 
refused  utterly  to  tolerate  the  spray  until  the  parts  were  in  condition 
for  a  painless  operation.  But  the  tug  of  war  comes  when  the  tissues 
b^n  to  thaw  out.  If  you  want  to  have  a  realization  of  a  howling 
dervish  of  Khurdistan,  just  anaesthetize  a  felon  on  a  poor  fellow's  finger 
and  wait  till  sensation  begins  to  return. 

Did  you  ever,  when  a  boy,  snow-ball  for  an  hour,  and  then  stick 
your  fingers  into  the  blaze  of  a  hickory  fire?  That's  something  like 
it  Or,  in  running  bullets,  did  you  ever  mn  one  into  the  palm  of  your 
hand?    If  so,  you  can  realise  the  delights  of  local  anaesthesia. 

I  paid  Mr.  Wocher  fourteen  dollars  for  my  instrument.  It  can  be 
bought  at  a  bargain  now.  A  floriculturist  might  use  it  to  squirt  to- 
bacco-water on  his  plants  to  kill  lice,  or  an  oculist  might  freeze  pig's 
eyes  with  it  for  dissection ;  but  I  can  never  have  the  face  to  ask  a 
patient  of  mine  to  submit  to  its  tortures  again. 

Yours  very  truly,  H.  S.  Fullbrton. 


Philadslphia,  July  15, 1869. 
A  calm  pervades  the  medical  portion  of  our  community.  The 
sunmer  sessions  of  our  medical  schools  have  terminated,  and  those 
lealous  students  who  remained  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities 
afforded  in  the  practical  courses  of  the  University,  and  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Medieal  Oollege — in  the  numerous  and  varied  clinical  courses  in 
<mr  hospitals,  and  in  the  greater  advantages  offered  for  extended  and 
careful  anatomical  investigations  in  the  less  crowded  dissecting  mphi- 
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theatres,  have  taken  their  departure,  many  to  recruit  in  the  fresh  air 
of  their  country  homes,  their  energies,  well-nigh  exhausted  in  follow- 
ing the  hurried  courses  of  instruction  of  the  past  sessions,  and  to  di- 
gest, if  that  were  possible,  the  mass  of  information  which  has  been 
crammed  into  them  under  the  forcing  process  of  our  present  system  of 
medical  education. 

The  learned  Professors,  equally  exhausted,  but  compensated  in  ihe 
division  of  the  receipts  from  the  teven,  instead  of  the  ten  or  twthe 
chairs,  as  it  should  be,  are  resting  from  their  labors.  Those  not  en- 
gaged in  active  practice  have  retired  to  their  country  residences  to 
enjoy  rest  and  quiet — some  happy  in  the  possession  of  a  fortunate 
class  of  patients,  who  betake  themselves  and  families  annually  to  the 
sea-side,  have  followed  their  example,  and  have  established  themselves 
in  their  "cottages  by  the  sea,"  where  they  may  combine  business  with 
pleasure.  Again,  a  few,  toilers,  workers  through  heat  and  cold,  have 
remained  at  their  posts,  enjoying  the  comforts  of  their  homes,  and  are 
happy  in  the  preparation  of  the  materials  for  a  new  course  of  lectures, 
or  for  a  new  edition  of  a  successful  work. 

Recurring  to  the  hard-driven  student,  I  am  tempted  to  ask,  when 
will  anything  practical  be  accomplished  in  regard  to  the  very  impor- 
tant question  of  reform  in  our  system  of  medical  education?  Each 
year,  in  our  National  Association,  reports  are  presented,  suggestioofl 
offered,  plans  proposed,  and  discussions  held,  and  stili  no  definite  ac- 
tion is  taken.  Why  is  this?  Is  it  for  the  reason  that  reform  is  not 
needed,  or  are  the  plans  proposed  not  feasible?  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  no  question  exists  as  to  the  need  of  reform,  or  of  Uie  prac- 
ticability of  some  of  the  plans  proposed.  Does  the  difficulty  lie  in 
absence  of  co  operation  on  the  part  of  the  medical  schools,  and  does 
this  refusal  to  co-operate  arise  from  a  desire  to  avoid  division  of  the 
fees,  which  would  necessarily  follow  the  creation  of  additional  chairs, 
and  the  extension  of  the  course?  These  are  important  questions,  and 
the  interests  of  the  schools  as  well  as  of  the  students  demand  they 
should  be  answered,  and  that  such  action  should  be  taken  as  will  place 
medical  instruction  in  this  country  upon  a  basis  in  keeping  with  the 
progress  of  the  science,  and  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we 
live. 

Duriftg  the  past  spring  additional  clinical,  advantages  have  been 
afforded  the  students  of  our  medical  schools  in  the.  establishment  oft 
clinic  for  the  diseases  of  women  and  children  at  the  Philadelphia  Hosr 
pital,  and  also  of  a  clinic  of  diseases  of  the  ear  at  the  WilFa  Ophthalmic 
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Hospital.  By  means  of  the  former,  the  yalaahle  material  in  the  large 
obstetrical  and  children's  department  of  the  hospital  has  heen  made 
available  for  the  purposes  of  clinical  instruction  in  these  important 
branches.  The  inauguration  of  this  effort  to  utilize  the  too-long  neg- 
lected material  of  this  department  is  hailed  with  satisfaction  hy  all  of 
the  friends  of  this  institution.  It  marks  an  era  in  its  history,  and 
gives  evidence  of  the  infusion  of  a  new  spirit  into  its  management.  It 
may  be  regarded  as  the  ^^heginning  of  the  end"  of  that  unwise  oppo- 
sition on  the  part  of  some  of  the  managers,  which  tended  to  limit  the 
use  of  the  cases  under  treatment  in  the  hospital  for  the  purposes  of 
instruction.  It  seems  hut  just,  and  due  to  the  large  numher  of  stu- 
dents who  come  from  all  parts  of  the  country  to  this  city,  to  obtain 
their  medical  education,  they  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  instruction  in  our  eleemosynary  institutions,  toward  the  main- 
tenance of  which  they,  in  a  measure,  contribute. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when,  by  additions  to 
the  medical  staff,  all  of  the  clinical  resources  of  this  large  hospital 
will  be  fully  developed  and  employed  for  the  purposes  of  instruction. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Richard  J.  Dunglison,  I  am  permitted 
to  lay  before  your  readers  the  following  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  his 
father,  the  late  Prof.  Dunglison.  In  a  former  letter  I  alluded  to  the 
retirement  of  Prof.  Dunglison  from  active  duty,  and  the  remarks 
nade  by  Prof.  Dickson  at  the  commencement  exercises  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College.  On  that  occasion  the  Professor  expressed  the 
hope  that — *'  At  peace  with  all  men,  and  surrounded  by  everything 

*  tbut  should  accompany  old  age. 
As  hooor,  lore,  obedience,  troops  of  friends,' 

be  should  long  remain  with  us  who  so  truly  admire  and  esteem  him.'' 
This  hope  was  not  to  be  realized.  Disease,  which  had  fastened  upon 
him  many  years  before,  and  which  had  been  resisted  with  unexampled 
fortitude,  stayed  not  its  progress,  and  in  one  short  month  after  the  ut- 
terance of  this  kind  wish,  exhausted  by  great  and  long-continued 
bodily  suffering,  though  in  full  possession  of  his  intelligence  and  ^'  capa- 
cious memory,"  he  passed  away — profoundly  regretted  by  the  "troops 
of  friends  who  so  truly  admired  and  esteemed  him." 

He  was  born  January  4th,  1798,  at  Keswick,  Cumberland,  Eng- 
land. Intending  to  pursue  a  mercantile  life,  his  early  education  was  in 
that  direction.  Owing,  however,  to  the  death  of  a  relative  with  whom 
he  designed  engaging  in  business,  he  abandoned  the  intention  of  lead- 
ing a  commercial  life,  and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  ^^e  be-r 
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gan  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  London  in  1819,  after  having 
f^lly  qualified  himself  by  attendance  npon  a  course  of  lectares  at  Ed- 
inburgh, one  at  the  "  Ecole  de  Medicine/'  and  several  private  courses  in 
Paris ;  he  also  passed  the  examinations  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons and  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  in  London,  and  in  1823  he 
graduated  at  the  University  of  Erlangen  in  Bavaria. 

On  his  return  to  London,  he  decided  to  devote  himself  to  obstet- 
rical practice,  and  was  soon  after  elected  ^^ Physician  Accoucheur"  to 
the  Eastern  Dispensary.  In  1824  he  announced  a  course  of  lectures 
on  ^'The  principles  and  Practice  of  Midwifery,"  to  be  delivered  in  the 
following  October.  Before  the  time  had  arrived  for  the  delivery  of 
this  course  of  lectures,  he  received  an  invitation  from  Francis  W.  Gil- 
mer, acting  in  behalf  of  the  "Board  of  Visitors  of  the  University  of 
Virginia,"  and  who  had  been  sent  abroad  to  select  Professors  to  accept 
a  chair,  the  duties  of  which  comprised  instruction  in  "  Anatomy,  Sur- 
gery, the  History  of  the  Progress  and  Theories  of  Medicine,  Physiol- 
ogy, Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy."  Undismayed  by  the  compre- 
hensive nature  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  occupant  of  the  chair 
to  which  he  was  invited,  he  accepted  the  invitation,  and  made  ar- 
rangements to  emignate. 

In  October,  1824,  he  married  Harriette,  daughter  of  John  Lead- 
am,  Esq.,  practitioner  of  medicine  in  Southwark,  London,  and  em- 
barked for  this  country,  which,  owing  to  numerous  delays  and  a  long 
voyage,  he  did  not  reach  until  February  10th,  1825. 

Landing  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  he  proceeded  t^  Charlottesville,  the 
seat  of  the  University.  Here  he  resided  until  1833,  at  which  time  he 
was  elected  to  a  chair  in  the  University  of  Maryland.  His  residence 
at  Charlottesville  he  always  spoke  of  as  embracing  many  happy  years, 
rendered  so,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  intimate  friendship  of  Presi- 
dents Jefferson  and  Madison. 

In  1836  he  became  connected  with  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
and  removed  to  this  city,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred April  1st,  1869. 

His  literary  labors  began  at  an  early  period,  and  continued  without 
interruption  until  within  a  few  days  of  the  close  of  his  life,  bodily 
infirmity  compelling  him  then  to  lay  aside  his  "well-used  pen."  The 
results  of  this  indefatigable  labor  with  his  pen  were  numerous  contri- 
butions to  literary  and  scientific  journals,  translations  from  the  Ger- 
man and  French,  and  the  publication  of  many  standard  works  upon 
medical  subjects.    Of  the  latter  those  best  known  and  best  received 
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were,  "The  Practice  of  Medicine,"  "Human  Physiology,"  "General 
Thenpeuties  and  Materia  Medica,"  of  which  passed  through  several 
editions.  His  most  successful  work,  and  that  which  has  heen  justly 
characterized  as  a  monument  of  patient  research,  skillful  judgment, 
vast  physical  lahor,  and  great  erudition,  was  his  Medical  Dictionary. 
Xamerous  editions  of  this  reliable  work  have  been  issued  from  the 
press,  each  one  "carefully  revised  and  greatly  enlarged."  The  anxious 
desire  of  the  author  "  to  make  it  a  satisfactory  and  desirable,  if  not 
indispensable  lexicon,  in  which  the  student  may  search  without  disap- 
pointment for  every  term  that  has  been  legitimated  in  the  nomencla- 
ture of  the  science,"  was  fully  realized.  The  labor  required  to  ac- 
complish this  must  indeed  have  been  "something  prodigious,"  the 
character  of  which,  he  remarked  in  the  preface  to  the  second  edition, 
''has  been  so  forcibly  depicted  by  the  great  English  lexicographer  as 
well  as  the  distinguished  Scaliger." 

**  81  qnelqn*an  a  commls  qaolqne  crime  odieux 
8*11  a  tne  son  pere,  an  blasheme  los  Dieuc, 
QnUI  faasa  nn  Lexicon :  s^U  Mt  Bappllce  an  monde 
Qni  le  pnnisBe  venx  qne  Ton  me  tonde." 

Numerous  diplomas  and  certificates  of  honorary  membership,  re- 
ceived from  literary  and  scientific  associations  of  this  country  and 
Europe,  attested  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  at  home 
and  abroad. 

Possessing  administrative  abilities  of  a  high  order,  he  was  often 
selected  as  presiding  officer  of  associations  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected. For  many  years  he  was  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  and  "administered  its  affairs  with  eminent  success." 
He  had  been  vice-president  of  the  Sydenham  Society  of  London,  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  and  of 
the  American  Philosophical  Society.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he 
vas  president  of  the  Musical  Fund  Society  of  this  city,  and  "  Emeritus 
Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence" 
io  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 

Profs.  Panooast,  Gross  and  Dickson  have  been  chosen  to  deliver 
addresses  upon  his  "life  and  character,"  before  the  Faculty  of  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Physicians,  and  the  American  Philosoph- 
ical Society.  His  son,  Dr.  Richard  J.  Dunglison,  is  engaged  in  the 
preparation  of  a  memoir  of  his  life. 

The  whole  community,  as  well  as  the  medical  profession,  have 
been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  another  of  the  eminent  mem- . 
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bers  of  the  profession,  in  the  sadden  death  of  Prof.  Chas.  D.  Meigs, 
which  occurred  June  22d,  1869,  near  Media,  Delaware  county,  Peon., 
in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  Meigs  was  one  of  the  most 
extensively  known,  highly  esteemed,  and  generally  beloved  physicians 
of  this  country. 

He  was  born  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  1791 ;  graduated  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1812,  and  practiced  medicine  in  hb 
native  State  until  1820,  when  he  removed  to  this  city.  In  1840  he 
was  elected  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
occupying  the  chair  for  nearly  twenty  years.  On  his  retirement,  he 
was  made  Emeritus  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  of  the  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children.  He  was  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Lying- 
in  Department  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  ten  years. 

As  an  author,  he  enjoyed  a  world-wide  celebrity.  An  original 
thinker,  a  graceful  and  forcible  writer,  he  imparted  to  all  of  his  works 
a  character  and  a  beauty  of  diction  which  rendered  them  most  at- 
tractive. 

A  cultivated  French  scholar,  one  of  his  earliest  efforts  was  the 
translation  of  "Yelpeau's  Midwifery;''  then  followed  his  work  enti- 
tled "  Females  and  their  Diseases — a  series  of  Letters  to  his  Class  " — 
"Various  Treatises  on  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Children"— 
essays  and  papers  in  medical  periodicals.  During  the  present  year  be 
concluded  his  literary  work  by  a  translation  from  the  French  of  the 
novel  of  "Typhaine's  Abbey." 

He  was  very  much  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  had  resi- 
ded for  a  number  of  years  upon  his  farm  in  Delaware  county,  where 
he  pursued  his  literary  labors  without  interruption,  and  indulged  his 
tastes  in  agriculture. 

His  health  had  declined  somewhat  latterly.  He  was  found  dead 
in  his  bed — having  retired  the  night  before  in  his  usual  health.  No 
cause  has  been  assigned  for  his  sudden  death. 

His  son.  Dr.  J.  Forsyth  Meigs,  of  this  city,  has  been  selected  bj 
the  College  of  Physicians  to  write  a  memoir  of  his  life. 

Thus,  in  a  short  time,  have  passed  away  two  of  the  eminent  men 
of  our  profession.  Friends  and  colleagues  for  many  years,  lealons 
and  most  industrious  workers,  unlike  in  many  respects,  but  alike  ia 
the  greatness  of  their  intellects,  and  in  the  possession  of  all  of  those 
qualities  of  character  which  belong  to  the  kind-hearted,  benevolent 
high-minded  and  courteous  gentleman.  In  the  record  of  their  careers 
they  have  left  behind  imperishable  monumen^,jii|,J^iiox;j>{^4$ynseIves. 
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The  patient  mentioned  in  mj  last  letter,  upon  whom  amputation 
«t  the  coxo-femoral  articulation  was  performed  by  Dr.  F.  F.  Maury,  at 
the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  died  two  weeks  ago — seven  weeks  after  the 
-operation.  The  disease,  for  which  the  limb  was  removed,  returned  in 
the  stump,  not,  however,  until  union  of  the  flaps  had  occurred  in  almost 
their  entire  extent,  and  the  ligatures  had  all  come  away.  As  far  as 
the  operation  was  concerned,  the  case  may  be  Fogarded  as  successful — 
death  occurring  from  the  return  of  the  disease. 

Dissection  of  the  tumor  and  surrounding  structures  discovered  an 
Interestinjg  conditioa  in  the  occlusion  of  the  internal  saphenous  vein 
for  some  distaaoe,  by  masses  of  morbid  matter,  closely  resembling  the 
material  of  which  the  tumor  was  composed.  At  the  autopsy  the  iliac 
veins  were  found  in  a  similar  condition.  This  occupation  of  the  veins 
by  diseased  matter  suggested  the  question  as  to  its  transmission  to 
other  parts  of  the  system,  and  the  developement  of  secondary  forma- 
tioas.  The  evidence  derived  from  tbis  case  was  against  its  transmis- 
sion in  this  manner,  as  the  organs  of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  cav- 
ities were  reported  free  from  disease. 

The  case  of  ovariotomy,  by  Dr.  Atlee,  reported  in  my  last  letter, 
-terminated  fatally,  on  the  fifth  day  following  the  operation.  In  this 
•ease  both  ovaries  were  removed,  and  the  case  was  complicated  by  ex- 
tensive adhesions.  As  a  post-mortem  examination  was  denied,  the 
causes  of  death  could  not  be  definitely  ascertained.  Since  that  time 
the  Dr.  has  performed  four  operations,  all  of  which  have  terminated 
successfully.  Of  the  seven  cases,  of  the  new  series  of  one  hundred 
cases,  but  one  has  died.  In  the  last  case,  although  there  were  some 
adhesions,  and  the  patient  was  much  exhausted  by  long-continued  suf- 
fering, the  clamp  was  removed  on  the  fourth  day,  the  sutures  on  the 
sixth;  and  the  patient  sat  up  on  the  eleventh.  In  connection  with 
this  subject,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  an  interesting  and  elaborate 
article  by  Dr.  Lden  Skoldberg,  of  Sweden,  published  in  the  Swedish 
Archives  of  Medicine,  on  the  early  history  of  ovariotomy  in  Eng- 
land and  America,  and  on  the  present  position  of  the  operation.  The 
question  of  priority  in  the  performance  of  this  operation,  for  a  long 
time  a  mooted  one,  is  ably  and  fully  discussed  by  the  author.  Refer- 
ring to  the  cases'of  Houston,  1701,  Percival  Pott^  reported  in  1783, 
D.  Zondi,  and  Laumonier,  1781,  (Galezowski's  he  does  not  mention,) 
he  argues  ihat,  as  these  cases  were  either  partial  or  accidental,  and 
not  undertaken  after  previous  diagosis,  the  claims  of  priority  for  these 
operators  can  not  justly  foe  conceded.    He  concludes  that,  '<  America  isr^ 
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the  oountry  which,  with  justice,  claims  to  be  regarded  as  the  cradle  of 
ovariotomy,  and  to  Dr.  Ephraim  McDowell,  of  Eeatuoky,  (bom  in  Vir- 
ginia November  11,  1771,  died  at  Danville,  June  25,  1830,)  belongs 
*  the  honor  of  being  the  first  surgeon  who,  not  only  after  previous  diag- 
nosis, undertook  the  first  complete  extirpation  of  a  dropsical  ovary, 
but  also  performed  a  whole  series  of  these  operations." 

This,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  the  first  recognition  of  our  country  and 
of  Dr.  McDowell,  on  the  part  of  European  authors.  This  may  be 
regarded  strange,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  were  so  completely 
established  by  Prof.  Gross  in  his  report  upon  "Kentucky  Surgery," 
published  in  1852,  and  subsequently  incorporated  in  his  "System  of 
Surgery." 

Dr.  8.  W.  Gross,  the  talented  lecturer  upon  "  Diseases  of  the  Uri- 
nary Organs,"  in  the  summer  school  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
sails  for  Europe  in  a  few  days.  He  designs  visiting  the  oentres  of 
medical  learning  on  the  continent  and  in  England.  He  will  devote 
most  of  his  time  to  the  study  of  his  specialty,  under  the  instruction 
of  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  in  London. 

tiTe  wish  him  "bon  voyage."  J.  E.  M. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY, 


CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  URINABT 
ORGANS,  DELIVERED  AT  UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE  HOS- 
PITAL.   

BY  SIR  HENRY  TH0HP80N, 

Sorgeon  Extraordinary  to  H.  M.  the  King  of  the  Belgians ;  Profeaaor  of  Clinkal  Snrgjpry,  axi<i 

Surgeon  to  UuiverBity  College  Hospital.    London.    With  Hlnitrationa. 

Henry  G.  Lea,  Philadelphia,  18G9.    Pp.  204. 


The  American  publisher  has  done  the  profession  in  this  country  & 
good  service  in  issuing  this  truly  practical  and  most  valuable  volume. 
It  contains  the  lectures  which  have  appeared  in  an  abridged  form  is 
the  London  Lancet.  Sir  Henry  informs  us  in  his  preface  that  they 
were  never  committed  to  writing  by  himself,  but  were  reported  verba- 
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iim  by  one  of  their  best  short-hand  writers.  He  adds:  "I  now  pre- 
sent, in  one  small  volume,  *  H^  He  the  corrected  copy  in  full,  un* 
changed  in  form,  and  therefore  unshorn  of  the  familiarities  which  the 
conversational  style  peculiar — and,  I  believe,  appropriate — to  the  class- 
room demands.  And  I  do  this^  also,  because  I  prefer  that  these  lec- 
tores,  originally  short,  should  not  suffer  any  abbreviation,  and  because 
I  desire  to  offer,  not  merely  to  the  members  of  my  own  clinical  class,, 
but  to  students  at  large,  some  of  the  fruit  of  long  and  careful  study 
in  that  field  of  practical  medicine  in  its  widest  sense,  to  which  they 
relate." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  lectures :  Introductory ;  Diagnosis  f 
stricture  of  the  Urethra;  Hypertrophy  of  the  Prostate  and  its  Con- 
Beqaences;  Retention  of  Urine;  Extravasation  of  Urine  and  Urinary 
Fistulas;  Stone  in  the  Bladder;  Lithotrity;  Lithotomy;  Cystitis  and 
Prostatitis;  Diseases  of  the  Bladder;  Paralysis;  Atony;  Juvenile 
Incontinence ;  Tumors ;  Hsematuria  and  Kenal  Calculus. 

At  this  time  we  can  only  present  to  our  readers  the  notice  of  the 
reprint  of  this  excellent  volume,  and  offer  them  the  table  of  contents. 
We  need  not  add  that  the  work  is  the  production  of  a  master,  and 
will  prove  most  acceptable  to  every  practitioner.  We  are  promised  a 
Bore  extended  analysis  of  the  volume  by  one  who,  himself,  has  had  a 
large  share  of  experience  in  the  treatment  of  these  trying  cases. 


CAEBOLIC  ACID,  ITS  SURGICAL  AND  THERAPEUTICAL 
USES— A  PAPER  READ  BEFORE  THE  CINCINNATI 
ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE,  JULY  17, 1869. 


BY  WM.  B.  DAVIS,  M.  D. 
Ctnchinati :  A.  Abraham,  Book  and  Job  Printer,  IIS  Went  Third  street,  18G0. 


The  brochure  with  the  above  title  was  read  before  the  Cincinnati 
Academy  of  Medicine.  It  is  contained  in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and 
Obterver  for  July.  In  its  present  shape  it  comes  to  «s  as  a  neat 
ptiaphlet  of  thirteen  pages. 

Dr.  Davis  presents  a  brief  rhumi  of  the  history  of  Carbolic  Acid,. 
And  its  snrgieal  and  therapeutical  uses,  together  with  some  observa- 
tions made  by  himself  in  relation  to  its  value  in  the  treatment  of  diph* 
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in  those  diseases  carbolic  acid  is  a  valuable  medicine;  \mt  we  can  not 
say  that  the  statistics  presented  warrant  this  conolnsien. 

There  is  quite  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  many  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, at  present,  to  regard  this  article  as  a  sort  of  uniYersal  pana- 
cea, and,  as  a  consequence,  many  who  use  the  medicine  will  be  disap- 
pointed, notwithstanding  i4»  great  value  as  a  hygienic,  therapeutic 
and  surj;ical  agent.  J.  R.  W. 


EMBOLISM. 


BY  8.  D.  8BELYE,  M.  D.,  OF  MONTGOMERY. 

From  tlM  TraiuMUonB  of  the  Medical  Anociatlon  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  at  the  AnDoal  Scarioa 
in  Mobile,  March,  1868.    Montgomery,  AUbama,  1869. 


Dr.  Seelye  presents  in  this  paper  a  record  of  an  interesting  case 
in  which  fibrous  clots  were  ^und  in  the  heart  after  death.  This  case 
serves  as  an  introduction  to  the  essay  on  ''  Arterial  Embolism  and  Heart 
Clot,"  which  follows.  The  literary  history,  patholo^  and  treatment 
of  Heart  Clot  and  Embolism  are  briefly  noticed  in  the  ten  pages  devo- 
ted to  the  subject. 

The  only  objection  we  have  to  this  paper  is,  that  it  is  too  short. 
Ample  justice  can  not  be  done  to  a  subject  like  this,  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  few  pages  to  which  Dr.  S.  has  limited  himself. 

J.  R.  W. 


MISCELLANY. 


The  Aims  op  Modern  Medicine. — (We  are  indebted  to  the  New 
York  Medical  Jcmmal  of  July,  for  the  opportunity  of  reading  a  most 
interesting  essay  bearing  the  above  title,  and  which  is  credited  to  the 
London  QaxirterUf  Review,  The  last  imo  pages  are  given  below,  in 
lieu  of  giving  the  entire  article,  for  which  we  regret  not  hkving  snf- 
ficient  space.  In  reading  this  essay,  we  could  not  help  guessing  at  its 
authorship  ;  ex  pede  Hercukm — there  is  but  one  man,  in  the  medical 
profession,  in  Great  Britain,  and  this  is  evidently  the  work  of  a  doc> 
tor,  that  writes  as  tliis  is  written,  and  that  man  is  Dr.  Chambers): 
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The  essential  feature  in  a  snccessful  medicine  is  that  it  ^'endatos'^ 
the  imperfect  body  with  a  renewed  function,  or  ^^ appropriates'^  to  its 
use  some  substance  in  which  it  is  deficient. 

This  view  as  to  the  relation  of  disease  and  remedy  is  again  grow- 
ing rapidly,  and  is  year  by  year  more  generally  adopted  by  the  profes- 
sion. If  printed  proof  of  this  be  required,  it  is  afforded  by  a  list  of 
the  new  drugs  which  have  been  first  brought  into  general  use  since 
the  era  with  which  we  have  been  comparing  the  present.  Cod -liver 
oil,  phosphate  of  lime,  ox -gall,  pepsine,  pancreatine,  are  familiar  in- 
stances of  novel  methods  whose  intention  is  to  supply  a  corporeal 
want;  while  the  advertising  sheets  of  periodicals,  and  the  displays  on 
druggists'  counters,  show  what  sort  of  new  preparations  it  is  worth 
while  to  invent  for  the  convenience  of  physicians  and  patients.  Nearly 
all  are  of  a  constructive  nature.  Many  of  these  are  devised  with  nar- 
row views,  and  prove  fallacious  accordingly  (we  may  instance  the  in- 
halation of  oxygen); -but  their  very  introduction  shows  the  tendency. 
Many  we  do  not  know  how  to  use  yet,  and  must  await  bedside  experi- 
ence. Nevertheless,  there  they  are:  and  the  synthetical  or  creative 
direction  lately  taken  by  chemistry  promises  a  rapid  increase  in  their 
Dumber. 

It  may  be  observed,  also,  that  when  a  change  is  made  in  the  ex- 
planation given  of  the  action  of  an  old-established  treatment  of  ac- 
knowledged merit,  that  changed  explanation  always  points  to  material 
added  instead  of  material  taken  away.  For  instance,  the  beneficial 
results  of  vaccination  used  to  be  interpreted  thus :  it  was  supposed  that 
the  vaccine  causes  a  fermentation  in  the  body  by  which  there  is  ef- 
fected the  destruction  of  some  substance  previously  capable  of  accept- 
ing the  small -pox  poison ;  which,  therefore,  passes  harmlessly  through 
the  person.  Nowadays  the  pupil  is  told  that  the  protecting  virus 
unites  with  the  supposed  dangerous  substance,  and  by  its  presence 
preoccupies  the  place  which  might  otherwise  have  been  open  to  the 
small-pox.  It  is  suggested  that  thus  it  is  easier  to  understand  the 
cessation  of  the  protection  after  a  period  of  years,  and  that  it  is  more 
in  accordance  with  the  analogy  of  nature  for  a  base  to  be  set  free  by 
the  wearing  away  in  time  of  its  acid,  than  for  a  destroyed  substance 
once  gone  to  be  created  anew. 

In  all  matters  medical  the  high  court  of  appeal  is  clinical  experi- 
ence. Arguing  from  this,  some  have  suggested  that  theory  is  super- 
fluous altogether,  and  that  all  to  be  done  is  to  use  what  has  previously 
been  found  to  be  useful.  This  would  make  all  progress  to  consist 
wholly  in  accident.  Before  the  almost  infinite  combinations  of  bodily 
derangement  which  are  daily  presenting  themselves  newly  to  the  sight 
of  the  observant  practitioner,  he  would  feel  utterly  powerless,  or  else 
he  must  shut  his  eyes  to  any  but  the  very  simplest  types  of  disease. 
This  were  folly  in  anybody,  but  in  a  consultant  it  is  dishonest,  for  he 
is  called  in  for  the  express  reason  that  the  case  is  one  difficult  from  its 
novelty  or  rarity.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  few  of  these  object- 
ors ever  do  prescribe  for  a  sick  person  without  theorizing,  and,  when 
they  have  to  put  their  reasons  into  words,  very  wild  and  absurd  they 
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will  sometimes  be  fonnd.  The  only  originator  of  action  can  be  theory, 
and  the  choice  lies  between  one  that  is  taken  up  hap-hazard  and  one 
that  is  adopted  on  rational  grounds. 

But  the  high  court  of  appeal  is  experience.  Yes,  the  poet  of  the 
Greek  race-course  was  quite  right:  "'Tis  the  trial  proves  the  man.'' 
Clinical  researches  and  empirical  decisions  must  always  hold  the  most 
honorable  post  of  any  department  of  medicine.  Never  probably  was 
there  a  time  when  they  were  so  highly  appreciated  as  now;  so  that 
with  much  confidence  we  can  leave  to  be  estimated  by  this  measure 
the  restorative  system  of  therapeutics  which  we  have  augured  to  be  so 
rapidly  prevailing  among  our  teachers  of  medicine. 

The  almost  universal  adoption,  by  all  hospitals,  of  a  system  of  regis- 
tration and  case-taking  renders  the  dicta  of  experience  of  late  years 
not  only  much  more  accurate,  but  much  more  rapid  than  in  former 
times ;  it  also  guards  against  the  fallacy  of  statistics  collected  for  the 
special  purpose  of  proving  a  particular  point:  A  few  hundred  in- 
stances, carefully  observed  and  tabulated,  will  produce  an  impression 
more  distinct  than  many  thousands  loosely  remembered  and  scattered 
through  a  generation,  while  unconscious  documentary  evidence  is  the 
strongest  that  can  be  had.  An  attempt  also  is  being  made  by  the 
British  Medical  Association  to  render  available  the  cases  occurring  in 
private  practice,  by  issuing  printed  schedules  to  be  filled  up  in  a  uni- 
form manner.  The  idea  is  a  grand  one,  and,  whether  successful  or 
not,  the  Association  merits  the  blessing  of  all  time  for  trying  thus  to 
utilise  the  waste  of  daily  experience. 

We  must  not  despise  the  results  of  judiciously  appropriated  acci- 
dent, leading  to  the  discovery  of  the  use  of  remedies.  Melampus,  the 
soothsayer,  physician  to  one  of  the  obscurer  kings  of  Trace,  observed, 
during  one  of  his  country  rambles,  that  goats  which  had  grown  mor- 
bidly frisky  were  calmed  after  having  instinctively  or  accidentlj 
browsed  on  a  plant,  since  called  Melampodium.  So,  on  his  patron's 
daughters  falling  into  a  similar  state,  he  administered  it,  and  effected 
a  cure.  A  metropolitan  hospital  physician,  a  short  time  ago,  ordered 
a  baby  under  two  years  old,  in  a  peculiar  morbid  state,  what  he  con- 
sidered the  large  dose  of  four  drachms  of  rum.  By  mistake  the  pre- 
scription was  read  four  ounces ;  and  so  the  infant,  instead  of  a  table- 
spoonful,  had  three  glasses  a  day  of  this  powerful  spirit.  It  throve 
wonderfully ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  the  week  that  the  prescriber 
discovered  what  a  fortunate  error  had  been  committed.  Now,  in  either 
of  these  cases,  would  the  accident  have  given  instruction,  had  it  not 
chimed  in  with  a  rational  theory  in  the  mind  of  the  observer?  De- 
ductions from  accident  offer  an  instance  of  the  striking  combinattoQ 
of  experience  and  theory. 

It  is  no  reproach  to  the  goodness  of  the  road,  that  there  are  quick- 
sands, into  which  those  who  follow  the  guidance  of  restorative  medi- 
cine may  easily  fall,  if  they  are  careless  walkers.  Those  from  which 
at  present  we  foresee  most  danger  are  "efforts  of  Nature,*'  ^^lafnAit- 
cine  expectante^^'  and  alcohol.  The  attribution  of  disease  to  efforts  of 
Nature  has  already  been  alluded  to  as  a  valuable  reform  upon  absolute 
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Ghileaism.  Sydenham  assamed  that  these  efforts  are  necessarily  good, 
and  that  the  principal  duty  of  the  physician  is  to  aid  them  in  expell- 
ing morbific  material,  or  at  all  events,  not  to  hinder  them  doing  so. 
Good  for  the  type,  good  for  the  race,  good  for  the  kind,  good  for  the 
kin,  perhaps  reverence  for  what  Nature  really  means,  will  induce  us 
to  acknowledge  those  efforts  to  be.  We  will  allow  that  to  the  case  of 
man,  the  lessons  of  ^^ scarped  cliff,  and  quarried  stone'*  do  not  apply, 
for  supernatural  means  have  been  taken  to  inform  us  that  our  type  is 
already  moulded  on  the  highest  model,  and  worthy  of  the  highest  care. 
Bat  to  the  individual  Nature  is  merciless.  And  it  is  with  the  indi- 
vidual that  the  phvsician  has  to  do.  Will  the  mother  resign  to  the 
grave  her  cross-grained,  deformed  first-bom,  because  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  the  race,  nay  better  for  her  own  immediate  kin,  that  the  family 
should  be  continued  by  his  younger  brother?  Many  a  oumberer  of 
the  ground,  when  laid  on  a  sick-bed,  feels  that,  so  far  from  being 
missed,  his  place  will  be  more  worthily  filled  up,  after  sundry  efforts 
of  Nature  for  the  good  of  mankind  have  been  successful ;  yet  he  elects 
to  stay.  Many  a  patient  knows  that  science  would  be  immensely  en- 
*  lightened  by  a  sight  of  his  remains — but  he  had  rather  not.  Before 
we  assist  efforts 'of  Nature,  we  must  have  evidence  that  their  end  is 
not  our  extinction,  not  a  capital  punishment  foi;  neglecting  to  use  our 
reason. 

La  nUdecine  expectante  is  simply  a  disbelief  in  the  utility  of  all 
interference.  A  young  man  hears  his  elders  point  out  the  harm  done 
by  some  previously  popular  treatment,  but  he  fails  to  understand  what 
is  substituted  for  it.  So,  knowing  that  a  certain  percentage  of  his 
patients  will  recover  if  he  does  nothing,  he  takes  that  course.  Let 
him  reflect  that  possibly  the  very  case  before  him  may  be  the  one  which 
makes  the  difference  in  the  percentage,  which,  naturally  fatal,  may  be 
healed  by  art,  and  we  think  he  will  be  roused  to  action.  Let  him  also 
observe  that  the  evidence  of  history  shows  a  progressive  improvement 
in  medicine ;  the  denounced  treatment  was  probably  better  than  that 
vhieh  was  popular  before  it,  and  that  better  than  leaving  the  patient 
to  hurt  himself  by  fallacious  struggles  for  health.  It  is  better,  there- 
fore, to  do  something  of  which  he  knows  the  imperfection  than  to  do 
nothing  at  all.  Asclepiades  very  properly  called  all  medical  science, 
which  does  not  end  in  action,  ''a  meditation  upon  death." 

Alcohol  is  perhaps  the  greatest  danger  of  the  three,  inasmuch  as  its 
ose  involves  questions  of  quantity  and  degree,  the  sofution  of  which 
is  always  painful  to  superficial  minds.  Because,  in  small  amounts  and 
in  selected  cases,  it  is  followed  by  an  increase  in  the  vital  functions, 
there  is* a  tendency  to  hope  from  these  effects  a  pure  gain  of  vital 
force,  and  to  lean  on  it  alone.  Experience  does  not  justify  that  hope; 
it  shows,  that,  while,  up  to  the  limit  of  aiding  perverted  digestion, 
alcohol  is  a  decided  restorative  and  promoter  of  life,  beyond  that  limit 
it  actually  arrests  life  in  a  degree  proportioned  to  the  dose.  The  limit 
differs  in  every  disease;  so  that,  in  this  powerful  agent,  instead  of 
having  an  easily-managed  tool,  we  are  wielding  a  weapon  requiring 
great  skill  and  foresight. 
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Forewarned  and  forearmed  against  these  perils,  and  kept  straight 
by  a  constant  appeal  to  experience,  we  feel  sure  that  what  we  have 
made  bold  to  call  "restorative  medicine"  can  not  bat  prolong  human 
life,  and  lighten  its  burdens.  We  have  shown  it  to  be  unconsciously 
adopted  by  the  rising  teachers  of  the  present  and  future,  and  may 
confidently  expect  that  at  no  distant  time  it  will  be  put  more  distinctly 
into  form  as  the  true  art  of  healing. 

Before  we  conclude,  we  would  take  leaye  to  say  a  few  words  as  to 
the  duty  of  the  public,  in  performing  their  part  in  promoting  the 
progress  of  which  we  have  been  trying  to  trace  the  footprints.  Their 
principal  duty  bears,  like  all  those  which  political  economists  class  as 
virtues,  a  selfish  character;  it  really  may  be  summed  up  in  an  en- 
deavor to  set  a  higher  value  upon  their  lives  than  on  their  property. 
The  proof  of  their  doing  this  will  be  their  taking  steps  to  secure,  to 
that  profession  which  guards  those  lives,  opportunities  for  the  highest 
and  most  protracted  education,  and  means  for  carrying  out  its  investi- 
gations into  nature. 

This  consummation  is  certainly  far  from  being  yet  attained.  A  tale 
is  told  of  a  Scotch  farmer,  who  protested  loudly  against  the  apparently 
modest  sum  of  half  a  crown  a  visit  for  attendance  on  his  wife — '^  Eh — 
it's  just  ruinous!  Half  a  croon  I  And  I  can  ha'  a  coo-doctor  for 
three  an'  saxpence ! "  Inasmuch  as  the  human  body  is  neither  eatable 
nor  saleable,  he  reckoned  it  as  of  inferior  worth  to  the  bovine.  A  not 
dissimilar  spirit  is  shown  in  an  unhesitating  vote  by  Parliament  of  3,OO0L 
for  the  cattle-plague  inquiry,  while  not  a  penny  was  allowed  for  an 
investigation  into  the  spread  of  leprosy  in  our  colonies,  while  every 
item  of  expenditure  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession is  haggled  over,  and  every  attempt  to  enforce  a  higher  educa- 
tion looked  at  with  coldness  and  suspicion,  for  fear  the  enhanced 
goodness  of  the  article  should  entail  a  corresponding  rise  in  its  price, 
ourely  this  is  a  suicidal  proceeding.  Let  each  educated  person  exam- 
ine for  himself  the  kinds  of  knowledge  needful  for  this  profession  of 
medicine,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  be  convinced  that  not  shrewdness,  or  , 
kqack,  or  habit  learned  from  tradition,  can  be  the  chief  virtues  of  its 
students.  Theje  is  scope  in  it  for  the  highest  and  broadest  intellects, 
and  he  is  most  suited  to  be  your  physician  who  is  most  worthy  of  the 
name  of  man.  It  is  your  business  to  give  him  every  encouragement 
to  make  himself  so  by  a  leisurely  and  complete,  and  therefore,  expen- 
sive, education. — London  Quarterly  Review. 

New  Phase  of  the  Velocipede  Movement.— We  regret  that  an 
unseemly  case  came  into  the  Durham  Borough  Police  Court  on  Mon- 
day. One  surgeon  (Mr.  Jepson)  charged  another  (Mr.  Blackett)  with 
having  committed  damage  in  his  field  by  praetising  on  a  velocipede. 
The  damage  was  so  slight  as  not  to  admit  of  statement  or  computa- 
tion, and  BO  the  charge  broke  down.  The  misfortune  is — the  charge  be- 
ing so  slight — that  local  rumor  attempted  to  explain  the  case  by  a  sup- 
position of  professional  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutor.  It  is 
no  doubt  unpleasnant  to  have  a  field  cut  up  with  the  experiments  of 
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lirenturons  relocipedists ;  but  Mr.  Jepson  shoald  have  suffered  some 
damage,  and  have  exhausted  other  modes  of  redress,  rather  than  take 
a  professional  brother  into  court. — Lancet,  July  10th. 

The  BLE88iNa8(!)  op  Poverty.— A  series  of  articles  on  "Polit- 
ical Economy  and  its  Application  to  Popular  Science  Questions,''  is 
being  published  in  the  Weeklt/  Scotsman.  The  following  extract  on 
the  benefits  of  poverty  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  writer's  style,  and 
vorthy  the  attention  of  a  profession  that  sees  so  much  of  poverty : 

"One  of  the  oldest  and  noisiest  of  cants  of  which  this  world  is  full,  is  the  cant 
tboiit  the  benefits  of  poverty.  Perhaps  nobody  believes  it;  but  how  ready  most 
of  us  are  to  enlarge  on  the  inezpressxUe  blessing  of  having  nothing !  This  cant 
ii  the  cardinal  doctrine  of  asceticism.  It  is  the  crjr  of  all  the  Senecas  that  ever 
Ured,  whether  thejr  have  come  as  Roman  stoics,  preaching  in  purple  and  fine  linen 
aad  with  well  weighed  epigrams  the  vanity  of  riches,,  or  as  Puritans,  the  modem 
stoicsw  It  is  one  of  the  commonest,  most  Protean,  and  abiding  misrepresentations 
of  Christianitj.  Tet,  an  instinct  not  to  be  preached  out  of  existence,  impels  men 
to  gather  wealth,  as  air  instinct  impels  bees  to  gather  honey.  Moralister  and  preach- 
ers notwithstanding,  man  goes  to  the  mill,  or  the  field,  or  the  sea,  as  the  bee  to 
nnge  over  the  wild  thyme  or  clover.  Surely  for  grown  men  it  is  time  to  cease 
talking  as  if  there  were  affinity  between  brown  bread  and  any  of  the  cardinal  vir- 
tats,  or  as  if  charity  were  incon^wttible  with  broadcloth  wocth  so  much  a  yard, 
ind  to  hint  that  we  are  nearer  the  state  of  original  innocence  the  less  garments  we 
pnsiisa,  or  that  a  man  is  in  a  good  way  provided  he  have  holes  in  his  stockings. 
Let  him  dam  them,  and  a  step  is  taken.  We  do  not  deny  that  on  potatoes  and 
dripping  may  be  nurtured  the  sturdiest  virtues ;  but  some  moralists  forget  that  the 
former  do  not  ihsure  the  latter.  How  many  things  are  impossibilities  without 
wealth !  Civilization,  and  all  that  it  brings  in  its  hands— leisure,  knowledge,  cul- 
tare,  th«  fine  arts,  and,  vastly  more  momentous,  the  hope  of  a  better  lot  for  the 
>  Billiona  that  must  now  labor  on  unenlivened  by  rays  of  worldly  prosperity,  happy 
if  they  ean  deadea  their  desire  of  that  smoothness  of  life  which  all  of  us  at  some 
time  or  other  dream  of — are  possible  only  with  a  large  accumulation  of  wealth. 
Without  there  i»Bo  immunity  from  f&mine.  Our  ancestors,  being  poorer  than  we 
■re,  lived  lives  that  were  on  an  average  shorter  than  the  lives  we  live  now ;  and, 
if  things  march  as  we  desire  and  hope  that  they  will  march,  our  children  will  lifo 
longer  than  we  live.  To  the  increase  of  wealth,,  we  owe  in  great  part  political 
cmaneipation ;  to  the  poverty  of  the  world,  we  owe  the  very  existence  of  slavery ; 
for,  as  Aristotle  long  ago  remarked,  if  the  chisel  and  axe  could  work  of  themselves, 
there  would  be  no  slaves.  And  when  a  country  becomes  so  wealthy  as  to  be  able 
to  yoke  wind,  water,  and  steam,  so  that  the  chisel  and  axe  do  work  of  theinselves, 
slavery  ia  rendered  unremunerative  and  antiquated — in  his  own  interest,  the  muk 
ter  frets  Ae  slave.'' — MeHeali  Frett  and  Circtdai^, 
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The  Social  Evil  is  a  subject  which,  however  painAil  and  even 
repulBive,  demands  especially  the  study  of  intelligent  physicians. 
Medical  men  know  vastly  more  than  any  others  the  physical  disorders 
and  the  terrible  disease  which,  though  not  neccBsarily  connected  with 
Prostitution,  so  often  are  its  consequences;  they  have,  too,  probably, 
a  broader  mantle  of  charity  to  cast  over  the  erring  than  has  the  rigid 
moralist,  who  would  utterly  cast  out  all  who  fall  below  the  high  ideal 
of  absolute  virtue  and  purity ;  they  are  disposed  to  recognize  the  im- 
perfections and  the  weaknesses  of  human  nature,  and  would,  had  they 
the  power,  so  make  laws  and  govern  in  this  regc^rd  as  to  attain  the 
greatest  possible  good  with  the  least  evil,  knowing  that  absolute  per- 
fection in  human  character  and  human  conduct  is  now  but  the  millen- 
ial  dream  of  a  future  more  or  less  remote. 

An  acute  observer,  and  one  of  the  most  philosophic  writers  of  the 
day,  has  remarked  that,  '*  Licentiousness  is  the  vice  of  young  men  and 
of  old  nations/'  Now,  though  our  own  nation  can  not  justly  be  termed 
old,  it  is,  probably,  the  observation  of  many  in  our  profession,  that  if 
prosHtution  has  not  decidedly  increased  within  the  last  few  years,  vene- 
real diseases  have ;  probably  facts  would  as  fully  justify  the  former  asser- 
tion as  the  latter.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  can  we  as  medical  men  do  noth- 
ing to  check  the  spread  of  syphilis?  From  wives,  whom  we  have  seen  ^ 
suffering,  often  ignorantly,  for  the  gallantries  of  husbands  untrue  to 
marital  vows;  from  young  men,  their  life-hopes  blasted,  possibly  by  a 
single  indiscretion,  or  crime,  if  you  please,  committed  under  the  im- 
pulse of  hot  passion;  from  children,  born  to  a  heritage  of  disease, 
and  with  wailing  voices,  emaciated  bodies,  and  with  the  beauty  of  in- 
fancy sadly  marred  and  disfigured,  sinking  into  early  graves,  or  else 
living  on  and  growing  up  to  be  mere  fragments  of  humanity,  the  degen- 
erate offspring  of  degenerate  sires,  and  transmitting,  peradventure, 
tainted,  or  at  least  enfeebled,  constitutions  to  their  offspring  in  turn, 
appeals  go  up  to  every  humane  physician  urging  his  efforts  if  not  to 
*'  stamp  out,"  as  Sir  James  Simpson  has  recently  proposed  should  be 
done  in  reference  to  small-pox,  syphilis,  at  least  diminish  the  num- 
ber of  its  victims  and  the  extent  of  its  ravages. 
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Of  course  reasonable  medical  men,  indeed  all  intelligent  men,  de- 
vising means  to  restrain  evil,  will  not  shut  themselves  ap  to  the  su- 
preme folly  of  legislating  human  beings  into  a  state  of  moral  perfec- 
tion; they  know  how  little  unmixed  good  is  to  be  found  in  human 
experience,  and  will  accept  the  lessening  of  evil  when  it  can  not  be 
entirely  removed,  and  be  willing  to  have  a  partial  good  where  the  com- 
plete is  unattainable. 

It  is  true,  as  observed  by  one  of  the  most  recent  writers  on  Vene- 
recU  Di8€a9es,  '^  Continence  is  the  only  safeguard  against  venereal  con- 
tagion."* This  author  goes  on  to  say  that,  *Hhe  time  is  still  remote 
when  this  vice,  t.  e.,  prostitution,  which  has  existed  from  time  imme- 
morial in  all  civilized  communities,  may  be  expected  to  cease.  For 
this  reason  it  is  more  imperati\4  to  check  the  progress  of  those  conta- 
gious diseases,  which,  though  spread  by  promiscuous  intercourse,  are 
Dot  a  necessary  accompaniment  of  prostitution.  They  injure  not  only 
those  indulging  in  the  vice,  but  also  numbers  of  innocent  persona  and 
society  at  large  to  an  enormous  extent."  Mr.  Hill  states  distinctly, 
and  enforces  his  statement  by  conclusive  statistics,  that  ^Uke  utiU 
ity'*'' — we  italicise  his  words — **o/  sanitary  restrictioTis  has  been  dem- 
Qns^ated  in  almost  every  plact  where  they  have  been  instituted." 

With  such  light  upon  the  subject,  ought  not  physicians  to  advise, 
in  the  interests  of  society,  for  the  sake  of  health  and  to  repress  disease, 
legislative  authorities,  whether  State  or  local,  that  not  only  prostitutes, 
but  their  male  associates,  should  be  subjected  to  at  least  weekly  exam- 
inations, and  the  moment  one  of  either  sex  becomes  diseased,  put  her 
or  him  in  quarantine  until  cured  ? 

Neither  time  nor  space  will  now  permit  the  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  we  beg  our  medical  friends  to  consider  it  well,  and  let  them 
see  if  they  can  not  do  something  towards  checkiiig  the  spread  of  ve- 
nereal diseases.  Still  farther,  as  bearing  upon  this  general  subject, 
we  ask  them  to  give  heed  to  the  following  striking  passages  from  a 
remarkable  f  work  recently  published  in  England,  and  republished  in 
this  country.  Especially  do  we  ask  that  they  note  the  author's  state- 
ment as  to  how  the  preservation  of  "  the  purity  of  countless  happy 
homes"  is  attained,  and  also  as  to  ^Hhe  neglect  of  legislators/'  a  neg- 
lect quite  as  apparent  in  this  country  as  in  his  own : 

**  In  no  bighljr  cirilised  society  is  marriage  general  on  the  fint  darelopment  0f 
the  passions,  and  the  continual  tendency  of  increasing  knowledge  is  to  render  such 

«•  Berkel<*7  BttVw  work— PN^  263. 

iHtetory  of  XiiropM&  MonJB,  Iron  Ancwtut  to  ObarleBMiffiM— By  W  X.  E.  Lacky,  K.  A.» 
▼oU  n,  pp.  238^01 
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marriagres  more  rare.  It  is  also  an  undonbted  truth  that,  hoveTer  much  moralufii 
niaj  enforce  the  obligation  of  ertra-matFimonial  chastity,  this  obligation  hu  nervr 
been  even  approximately  regarded;  and  in  all  nations,  i^es,  and  religions  a  Tsst 
mass  0f  irregular  indulgence  has  appeared,  which  has  probably  coniribvted  more 
than  any  other  single  cause  to  the  misery  and  the  degradation  of  man. 

*<  There  are  two  ends  which  a  moralist,  in  dealing  with  this  q,ne8tion,  will  espe- 
cially regard — ^the  natural  duty  of  every  man  doing  something  for  the  support  of 
Uie  child  he  has  called  into  existence,  and  the  preservation  of  the  domestic  cirde 
nnassailed  and  unpolluted.  The  family  is  the  center  and  the  archetype  of  the 
State,  and  the  happiness  and  goodness  of  society  are  always  in  a  very  great  degree 
dependent  upon  the  purity  of  domestic  life.  The  essentially  exclusive  nature  o£ 
marital  affection,  and  the  natural  desire  of  every  man  to  be  certain  of  the  paternity 
of  the  child  be  supports,  render  the  incursions  of  irregular  passions  within  the 
domestic  circle  a  cause  of  extreme  suffering.  Yet  it  would  appear  as  if  the  excess- 
ive force  of  these  passions  would  render  such  incursions  both  frequent  and  inevit' 
able. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  has  arisen  in  society  a  figure  which  is  oer- 
tatnly  the  most  mournful,  and  in  some  respects  the  most  awful,  upon  which  the  eye 
of  tbe  moralist  can  dwell.  That  unhappy  being  whose  very  name  is  a  shame  to 
speak ;  who  counterfeits  with  a  cold  heart  the  transports  of  affection,  and  submits 
herself  the  passive  instrument  of  lust;  who  is  scorned  and  insulted  as  the  vilest  of 
her  sex,  and  doomed,  for  the  most  "part,  to  disease  and  abject  wretchedness  and  an 
early  death,  appears  in  every  age  as  the  perpetual  symbol  of  the  degradation  and 
the  sinftilnen  of  man.  Herself  the  supreme  type  of  vice,  she  is  ultimately  the 
most  effioient  guardian  of  virtue.  But  for  her,  the  unchallenged  purity  of  conntlesi 
hi^py  homes  would  be  polluted,  and  not  a  few  who,  in  the  pride  of  their  ontempted 
chastity,  think  of  her  with  an  indignant  shudder,  would  have  known  the  agony  of 
remorse  and  despair.  On  that  one  degraded  and  ignoble  form  are  concentrated  the 
passions  that  might  have  filled  the  world  with  shame.  She  remains,  while  creeds 
and  civilizations  rise  and  fall,  the  eternal  priestess  of  humanity,  blasted  for  the 
sins  of  the  people. 

"In  dealing  with  this  unhappy  being,  and  with  all  of  her  sex  who  have  viola- 
ted the  law  of  chastity,'  the  public  opinion  of  most  Chriatian  countries  prononnoes 
an  opinion  of  extreme  severity.  In  the  Anglo-Saxon  nations  especially,  a  single 
fault  of  this  kind  is  sufficient,  at  least  in  the  upper  and  middle  classes,  to  affix  an 
indelible  brand  which  no  time,  no  virtues,  no  penitence  can  wholly  efface  This 
sentence  is  probably,  in  the  first  instance,  but  the  expression  of  the  religious  feel- 
ing on  the  subject,  but  it  is  also  sometimes  defended  by  powerfhl  arguments  drawn 
from  the  interests  of  society.  It  Is  said  that  the  preservation  of  domestic  purity  it 
a  matter  of  such  transcendent  importance  that  it  is  right  that  the  most  crushing 
penalties  should  be  attached  to  an  act  which  the  imagination  can  easily  transfigoie, 
which  legal  enactments  can  never  efficiently  control,  and  to  which  the  most  violent 
psssions  may  prompt  It  is  said,  too,  that  an  anathema  which  drives  Into  obsca- 
rity  all  evidences  of  sensual  passions  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  restrict  their  opeiatioB; 
for,  more  than  any  other  passions,  they  are  dependent  on  the  imagination,which  i» 
readily  fired  by  the  sight  of  evil.    It  is  added,  that  the  emphasis  with  which  the 
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vice  is  stigmatifled  prodocee  a  correspondiag  admiration  for  the  oppoute  Tiitae,  and 
thai  feeling  of  the  most  delicate  and  acrnpnlons  honor  is  thns  formed  among  the 
female  population,  which  not  onlj  preserves  from  gross  sin,  bnt  also  dignifies  and 
ennoblea  the  whole  character. 

"In  opposition  to  these  riewsi  several  considerations  of  much  weight  bare 
been  urged.  It  is  argued  that,  however  persistently  society  may  ignore  this  form 
of  vice,  it  exists  nevertheless,  and  on  the  most  gigantic  scale,  and  that  evil  rarely 
•ssames  such  inreterate  and  perverting  forms  as  when  it  is  shrouded  in  obscurity 
tad  yelled  by  a  hypocritioal  appearance  of  unconscioniness.  The  existence  in  Eng- 
bad  of  unhi4>py  women,  sunk  in  the  very  lowest  depths  of  vice  and  misery,  and 
Dambering  certainly  not  less  than  fifty  thousand,  shows  sufficiently  what  an  appal- 
ling amount  of  moral  evil  is  festering  uneontrolled,  undiscussed,  and  unalleviated, 
under  the  iair  sutikce  of  a  decorous  society.  In  the  eyes  of  every  physician,  and 
indeed  in  the  eyes  of  most  continental  writers  who  have  adverted  to  the  subject, 
BO  other  feature  of  English  life  appears  so  infiimous  as  the  fSkCt  that  an  epidemic, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  dreadfbl  now  existing  among  mankind,  which  communis 
cstes  itself  from  the  guilty  husband  to  the  innocent  wife,  and  eren  transmits  its 
taint  to  her  offspring,  and  which  the  experience  of  other  nations  conclustrely 
proves  may  be  vastly  diminished,  should  be  snflTered  to  rage  unchecked  because  the 
le^lature  refbses  to  take  official  cognizance  of  its  existence,  or  proper  sanitary 
measures  for  its  repression.  If  the  terrible  censure  which  English  public  opinion 
passes  upon  every  instance  of  female  frailty  in  some  degree  dimishes  their  number, 
it  does  not  prevent  them  from  being  extremely  numerous,  and  it  immeasurably  ag- 
giavates  the  suffering  they  produce.  Acts  which  in  other  European  countries 
would  excite  only  a  slight  and  transient  emotion,  spread  in  England,  over  a  wide 
rircle,  all  the  bitterness  of  unmitigated  anguish.  Acts  which  natnrally  neither 
imply  nor  produce  a  total  subversion  of  the  moral  feelings,  and  which,  in  other 
countries,  are  often  followed  by  happy,  virtuous  and  affectionate  lives,  in  England 
alnost  invariably  lead  to  absolute  ruin.  In&nticide  is  greatly  multiplied,  and 
a  vtBi  proportion  of  those  whose  reputations  and  lives  have  been  blasted  by  one 
momentary  sin,  are  hurled  into  the  abyss  of  habitual  prostitution — a  condition 
which,  owing  to  the  sentence  of  public  opinion  and  the  neglect  of  legislators,  is 
io  no  other  European  country  so  hopelessly  vicious  or  so  irrevocable. 

"It  is  added,  too,  that  the  immense  multitude  who  are  thus  doomed  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  life- long  wretchedness  are  not  always,  perhaps  not  generally,  of  those 
whose  dispositions  seem  naturally  incapaUe  of  virtue.  The  victims  of  seduction 
we  oflen  led  aside^initeasmueh  l^  the  ardour  of  their  affections,  and  by  the  vivacity 
of  their  intelligence,  as  by  any  vioious  propensities.  Even  in  the  lowest  grades, 
the  most  dtspassionate  observers  have  detected  rennins  of  higher  Idlings,  which, 
is  a  different  moral  atmosphere,  and  under  different  moral  husbandry,  would  have 
undoubtedly  been  developed.  The  statistics  of  prostitution  show  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  those  who  have  fallen  into  it  have  been  impelled  by  the  most  extreme 
poverty,  in  many  instances  verging  upon  starvation.' ' 

RaCEBOBSKI's  AlHfUlABLX  TftBATtfiEON  M]HN&TR1M.TI0N,  from  wUc¥ 

oar  readers  will  remember  we  took  occasion  to  quote  some  months  ago,,  [p 
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Ib  reviewed,  according  to  the  Boston  Medical  Journal  of  Jolj  22d  id 
the  Bulletin  de  la  Thirapeutique^  in  a  sprightly  style.  The  revie^rer 
quotes  from  the  work  the  following  anecdote,  to  enforce  the  authors 
advice  that  women,  arriving  at  the  menopause,  should  abandon  gaieties 
and  worldly  pleasures,  and  devote  themselves  to  beneficence  and  char- 
ity: 

**  M.  Raciboreki  himself  has  a  pet  anecdote  to  show,  as  it  is  ioUraate^  howdr- 
cumstances  sometimes  lend  themselves  to  the  enforcement  of.  the  phjBiciaa's  edicL 
It  tells  of  one  of  those  women  of  the  world,  in  whom  the  mushroom  of  aotama 
pushes  its  growth  with  nnnsoal  difficulty,  and  not  without  the  attendance  of  a»- 
ropathic  symptoms,  liable  to  lead  to  a  change  of  Doctor,  if  the  medicine  man  em- 
ployed be  a  novice.  Now  this  lady,  one  day,  suffering  and  disquieted,  sent  for  our 
cof^ercy  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  interview  promised  that  if  she  should  get 
well  she  would  submit  to  the  wisd  advice  with  which  he  had  for  a  long  time  im- 
portuned her.  "  I  believe  you  are  right.  Doctor,"  said  she.  "  I  attribute  my  disorder 
to  a  keen  mental  disturbance.  You  know  how  we  poor  women  are  exposed  in  tbe 
world  to  be  pursued  by  jealousy.  Our  pretended  friends  rarely  pardon  us  tbe  lessl 
success ;  and  you  know,  my  dear  Doctor,  that  this  was  my  lot  for  a  long  time.  But, 
never  before,  in  all  my  life,  did  I  receive  an  affront  like  that  offered  me  yeiterdaj. 
in  public,  at  the  fancy  ball  of  the  Minister  de  .    I  had  a  ravishing  toilette— 

a  dress  of  pure  white,  covered  with  ivy,  a  brilliant  on  each  principal  branch.  Kr 
hair  was  dressed  to  correspond.  Everybody  paid  me  compliments;  and  foras  ia- 
stant  I  had  the  weakness  to  believe  in  their  sincerity.  At  the  most  blissful  moacst 
of  triumph,  however,  a  blue  domino  who  was  passing  stopped,  made  a  feint  of  ci- 
aming  me  fh>m  head  to  foot  and  cried  out  in  a  loud  voice,  *  To-day,  my  beantv. 
your  toilette  is  irreproachable  in  point  of  taste.  Ivyl  Everywhere  ivy  I  So  ap- 
propriate to  mint.' "    The  conclusion  of  the  little  secret  drama  was  that  Madasie 

submitted  to  cruel  neoessity,  and  fVom  that  day  forth  eiyoyed  perfert 

health." 

We  think  there  might  be  coupled  with  it  the  story  of  another  of 
Kaciborski's  clients — ^also  found  in  this  work — who  was  so  passion- 
ately fond  of  dancing  that  she  hoped  she  might  die  waltsing! 

^Pboosbdino  of  the  Shelby  County  Medical  Society.— For- 
Buant  to  a  call  the  following  physicians  of  Shelby  county  Biet  in  tkr 
Seminary  in  Shelbyrille,  Ind.,  July  lOdi,  1869: 

Drs.  Day,  Green,  McCrea,  Gordon,  Kennedy,  Comatock,  Elder. 
Collins,  Wood,  Updegraff,  Kobins  and  Slocum. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Green  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  Dr.  Collins  Set' 
retary. 

The  chairman  stated  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  organising  a  County  Medical  Society. 

«  TheM  Proce«diiisi  were  rooeired  too  late  for  lDterti<m  in  tbe  profwr  dcptftowBt. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS.  511 

/ 

Remarks  were  made  by  several  in  favor  of  such  a  society ;  and  on 
moUon,  it  was  unanimously 

Re$olotd^  That  committees  be  appointed  on  permanent  organization. 

Committee  on  nominations :  Drs.  Day,  Elder  and  Collins. 

Committee  on  constitution  and  by-laws :  Drs.  McCrea,  Collins  and 
Oreen. 

On  motion,  Dr.  McCrea  w^s  invited  to  extend  a  personal  invitation 
to  the  regular  physicians  throughout  the  county  to  be  present  and 
gire  the  organization  their  support  and  influence  at  the  next  meeting. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet 
at  the  same  place  on  Saturday,  July  24th,  at  two  o'clock  P.  M. 

Shxlbtvillb,  Ind.,  July  24,  1869. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present— Drs.  Day,  Green,  Collins,  E.  S.  Elder,  S.  F.  Elder,  Slo- 
cttin,  Leyter,  McCrea,  Gilmore,  Robertson,  Comstook,  Gordon,  Perry, 
Leinville  and  McFadden. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  McCrea  reported  that  he  had  notified  twenty-four  physicians 
to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  meeting — fifteen  reported  favora- 
bly. 

The  report  was  received  and  accepted. 

The  committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  submitted  their  re- 
port, which  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  committee  on  nominations  reported  the  following  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year : 

For  I^etideni-^Dr,  W.  F.  Green. 
net^Fremdmi^\>.  E.  S.  Elder. 
Recording  8ecretaiy—Dv.  S.  P.  McCrea. 
Correaponding  Secretary — ^Dr.  Q.  M.  Collins. 
Treamrer—Dr.  C.  E.  Slocum. 

^  Who  were  declared  duly  elected. 
The  President  appointed  the  following  standing  committees : 

OmmiUec  en  AdmuHom^Dn.  S.  F.  Elder,  M.  B«  Gilmore  and  8.  A.  Camstock 
Ommittee  on  Etkiet-^hn.  Day,  Colling  and  Robertson. 

Dr.  Day  moved  that  the  subject  for  discussion  at  our  next  meeting 
be,  Is  diarrhcea  a  prerequisite  to  typhoid  fever? 

Dr.  S.  F.  Elder  moved  that  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  be  pub- 
lished in  each  of  the  county  papers  and  in  tho  We$tem  JoumcU  of 
^Wurtjie.  ^,y,  _,  ,y  Google 
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On  motion,  a^oarned  to  meet  the  first  SatorcUty  of  September,  at 
ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  the  Seminary. 

S.  P.  McCrba,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

Iodine  as  a  Specific  Remedy  in  Intermittent  Fever,  is  the 
title  of  an  exceedingly  interesting  article  in  the  July  number  of  the 
Archive$  GiniraUs^  by  Dr.Willebrand,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Helsingfors.  ' 

It  appears  that  more  than  four  years  ago,  Professor  Willehrand 
was  led  by  chance  to  use  iodine  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever. 
Since  that  time  he  has  pursued  his  experiments,  abundant  opportunity 
having  been  afforded  by  the  great  prevalence  and  intensity  of  typhpid 
fever  in  Finland,  consequent  upon  the  famine  and  misery  which 
scourged  the  people.  These  experiments  have  satisfied  him  that, 
while  the  disease  oan  not  be  cut  short  by  iodine,  any  more  than  by 
any  other  known  therapeutic  agent,  yet  this  medicine  exercises  upon 
the  typhoid  poison  and  thd  fever  resulting  from  it  an  influence  so  fa- 
vorable as  to  remarkably  lessen  the  mortality.  He  observes,  that  in 
the  last  half  of  1868  the  ezanthematous  form  of  typhus  gave  place 
to  abdominal  typhoid,  and  that  iodine  even  in  this  last  form  appeared 
to  produce  a  salutary  effect.  Certain  forms  of  intermittent  fever,  oc- 
curring during  the  prevalence  of  typhus  and  of  typhoid,  from  which 
they  could  not  be  diagnosed  during  the  first  days,  were  sabjected  to 
iodine  treatment,  and  with  remarkable  results.  It  was  soon  ascer- 
tained that  malarial  fever  oould  be  combatted  with  other  specifies  than 
cinchona,  and  that  iodine  was  one  of  these.  The  iodine  was  adminis- 
tered in  solution.  One  gramme  of  iodine  and  two  grammes  of  iodide 
of  potassium  were  dissolved  in  ten  grammes  of  distilled  water;  five 
drops  of  this  solution  were  given  ip  water  every  two  hours  each  day. 
Iodide  of  iron  was  administered  in  doses  of  ten  centigrammes  four  times 
a  day  for  the  paludal  cachexia  and  the  ansemia  consequent  upon  in- 
termittent fever. 

The  author  then  details  nineteen  cases  of  mtermittenl  saccessfully 
treated  with  iodine — moet  of  them  yielding  after  the  second  attack, 
this  -second  paroxysm  being  generally  much  milder.  There  were 
only  two  oases  in  which  the  disease  was  not  conquered  before  the 
fourth.  From  the  spring  of  1868  to  the  following  autumn  not  a  sin- 
gle ease  of  paludal  fever  was  treated  by  quinine. 

The  author  believes,  from  his  experience,  that  iodine  deserves  to  be 
ranked  as  a  specific  remedy  in  malarial  intermittent  fevers,  and  that  per- 
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lups  it  has  AH  iidtiraDtage  over  quinine  in  this  regard,  that  after  inter- 
fnittents  are  cured  by  the  former,  relapses  are  less  liable  to  occur 
than  when  the  cure  has  been  by  the  latter. 

Professor  W.  states  that  neither  in  infancy  nor  in  advanced  age, 
ha  the  iodine  any  injurious  effect,  and  that  the  opinion  emitted  by 
Trousseau  and  Pidoux  to  the  effect  that  it  is  a  tonic,  is  true.  Pulmo- 
nary affections  did  not  prove  an  objection  to  its  administration.  Even 
the  nausea  and  vomiting  of  the  grave  forms  of  intermittent  yielded  as 
if  to  a  true  specific. 

So  much  for  Professor  Willebrand's  article.  The  employment  of 
iodine  in  intermittents  is  not  a  new  thing.  Upon  referring  to  Bouch- 
ardat,  Matutel  de  MatUre  Medicate  de  Tkerapeutique  et  de  Pharmcie, 
tome  second,  page  647,  we  find,  according  to  the  formula  of  Barilleau, 
the  tincture  of  iodine,  ten  drops,  in  infusion  of  camomile,  three  times 
a  day— continued  several  days,  as  given  in  intermittent  fevers;  while 
tiut  of  Barbas  is  iodine  in  the  same  quantity,  but  administered  in 
bfnsion  of  ckicory. 

Nevertheless,  it  may  be  better,  as  advised  by  the  Finland  Profes- 
sor, to  give  the  remedy  in  aqueous  solution,  in  smaller  doses,  and 
with  briefer  intervals. 

We  hope  if  any  of  our  friends  should  give  a  faithful  and  full  trial 
to  iodine  in  intermittents,  they  will  have  the  kindness  to  give  us.  the 
results.  Our  country  practitioners,  who  are  obliged  to  furnish  medi- 
cines to  their  patients,  would  be  saved  many  a  dollar  if  iodine  should 
be  proved  to  possess  anything  near  the  antiperlodio  power  of  quinine. 

Medical  Students  have  presented  them  at  this  season  of  the 
year  abundant  invitations  to  attend  medical  lectures.  "Announce- 
ments" are  almost  as  thick  as  autumnal  leaves  in  Yal something, 

we  say  as  thick,  some  of  them  thicker,  not  as  numerouis ;  as  usual,  a 
few  of  these  advertisements  glorify  the  professors  to  an  extent  slightly 
astonishing,  were  it  not  known  that  the  true  glorifiers  were  possibly 
the  glorified.  It  comes  to  pass,  now  and  then,  that  the  weakest  institu- 
tions are  the  loudest  in  self-praise  and  promises — a  very  light  body 
can  readily  be  driven  to  a  temporary  elevation  by  diligent  puffing  and 
blowing,  and  the  lighter  it  is  the  more  encouragment  for  such  wind- 
work.  But,  alas!  the  poor  students,  tempted  this  way  and  that,  lured 
hither  and  thither — ^so  many  portals  of  science  opened  to  them,  so 
Biany  arms  outstretched  to  recieve  them,  so  many  great  men  ready  to 
instmct  them,  and  hands  ready  for  their  fees — what  are  they  to  do?^r^ci]f> 
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The  boldest  attack  made  yet,  at  least  the  boldest  we  have  anj  cog- 
nizance of,  comes  from  an  institution  styled  the  Philadelphia  Uhivfr- 
«%  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  This  famous  University  happens  to 
have  two  methods  of  warfare  to  take  captive  prospective  doctors.  In 
the  first  place,  it  issues  a  circular,  or  announcement,  which  has 
enough  of  eulogistic  material  spread  thickly  upon  its  teachers  to  meet 
the  requisitions  of  a  dozen  ordinary  college  circulars ;  this  ''  announce- 
ment" gives  a  sort  of  biographical  dictionary  of  most  of  these  teachers, 
all  of  whom  are  great  men,  and  each  one  a  little  greater  than  any  of 
the  others;  the  entire  thing  is  a  sort  of  heavy  broadside  aimed  at  med- 
ical students  en  mas$e.  This  is  the  public  demonstration.  Now  for  the 
private.  The  University  seems  to  have  a  sort  of  "sharp-shooter"  to 
"pick  off"  by  letter  any  who  are  rebellious  and  withstand  the  "an- 
nouncement" battery.  An  Indiana  physician  who,  unfortunately  for 
the  success  of  the  sharp-shooting  practice  in  his  case,  is  already  a 
graduate,  received  the  following  missive,  or  missile ;  aad.  as  he  has  no 
use  for  the  generous  offer,  lie  wants  it  made  known  to  others  less  for- 
tunate. Upon  consulting  the  biographical  dictionary  in  the  circular 
also  sent  us  by  Dr.  C.  with  the  letter,  we  find  that  the  name  appended 
to  the  letter  has  an  A.  M.  anc^  an  Esq.,  attached  thereto,  and  that  the 
eminent  owner  thereof  is  "President  of  the  Art  Department,'"^  and 
"Professor  of  Technology."  We  don't  know  how  much  his  techno- 
logical professions  amount  to,  but  we  believe  him  eminently  fit  for  the 
Art  Department.     His  art  is,  indeed,  admirable. 

How  are  medical  colleges  to  meet  the  policy  indicated  in  this  let- 
ter? We  can  suggest  nothing  better  just  now,  than  that  they  should 
offer  honorary  degrees  at  half  price,  payable  in  Confederate  money,  and 
give  a  premium  of  ten  dollars  a  head,  payable  in  green  backs,  for  alF 
medical  students,  without  regard  to  age,  sex  or  color,  delivered  in 
good  condition,  warranted  to  matriculate,  and  to  take  out  at  least  half 
the  tickets. 

And  now  here  is  the  letter,  verhatim^  &c.;  we  hav'nt  a  doubt  in  refer- 
ence to  its  genuineness: 

"  Philadelphia,  July  19,1869. 

*'  Dr.  Wh.  H.  Ctbus — Dt4iT  Sir:  I  am  informed  that  you  are  practicing  phjsi- 
cian,  but  have  not  graduated.  Allow  me  to  ask  yon  whether  it  is  your  intention 
ever  to  attend  lectures?    If  so,  I  can  make  very  favorable  arrangements  with  yos* 

"  Perhaps  with  your  experience  and  qualifications  a  part  of  the  course  nwy  be 
dispensed  with.  I  mail  you  an  Announcement,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  correfqKwd 
^ith  you.  ^,y, ,,,,  ,y  Google 
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"  ShoQld  yoa  be  disposed  to  state  what  credentials  you  can  ftirnish,  and  jonr 
vuJIet,  I  may  be  able  to  render  you  some  service. 

'*If  you  desire  any  of  Dr.  Paine's  publications  or  to  subscribe  for  the  U.  Jour^ 
aa/,  I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  your  orders. 

**  Yours  respectfully,  L.  Faiebaxks, 

"41  S.  10th  St." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Council  of  Medical  Education,  and 
Registration,  London,  July  6th,  a  resolution  to  remove  the  name  of 
John  Pattison,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  from  the  Register,  for  infamous 
coaduct  in  writing  a  threatening  letter  to  the  hushand  of  a  lady  whom 
he  had  attended  for  cancer,  was  unanimously  passed.  It  appears  from 
the  report  in  the  Lancet^  Dr.  Pattison  had  received  a  hundred  and 
fifty  guineas  for  his  services  to  the  deceased  lady,  and  he  wanted  a 
hundred  more ;  upon  the  husband's  refusing  payment,  the  Dr.  wrote 
threatening  to  publish  the  particulars  of  his  wife's  ease,  and  also  some 
strong  observations  upon  his  conduct  towards  her  during  her  illness. 

''Medical  Obstetric  Ethics. — Dr.  Wallace  (Liverpool)  is  un- 
qaestionably  right  in  the  statement  that  a  medical  man  called  to  a  la- 
bor in' the  temporary  absence  ^f  a  professional  brother,  should  imme- 
diately retire  on  the  return  of  the  medical  man  to  whom  the  case  be- 
longs.'*  This  is  an  extract  from  an  editorial  note  in  a  recent  number 
of  the  British  Medical  Journal,  The  editor  goes  on  to  say  that  such 
conduct  is  "usual  and  right."  We  regret  to  say  that  this  rule  is  not 
observed  as  it  ought  to  be  even  by  some  who  know  better,  and  who  prate 
loudly  about  ethics.  An  honorable  physician  will  not  continue  his 
attendance  upon  a  lying-in  patient  a  single  day,  or  a  single  hour,  after 
knowing  that  the  family  physician,  or  one  simply  employed  to  attend 
the  case,  whether  hitherto  the  family  physician  or  not^  can  be  ob- 
tained. 

The  Journal  of  the  Gynctcological  Society,  of  Boston,  made 
its  appearance  in  July.  It  is  neatly  printed,  and  its  contents  will  be 
highly  appreciated  by  every  practitioner  who  is  ever  called  to  treat 
diseases  of  women.  We  hope  it  will  be  liberally  sustained  by  the  pro- 
fession. 

Medical  Students  will  observe  the  cards  of  five  medical  colleges 
in  our  advertising  department.  They,  of  course,  will  choose  one  or 
none  of  these,  as  they  think  best.  ^^.^.^^^ ^^ GoOglc 
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Circular  Number  Two,  which  is  a  Report  on  ExcUiofis  of  the 
Head  of  the  Femur  for  Gunslwt  Injuries,  has  been  received  from  the 
Surgeon -Generars  office^  We  expect  to  have  from  one  of  our  snrgictl 
friends,  whose  valuable  contributions  so  often  enrich  the  Journal^  a 
full  notice  of  this  Report. 

With  the  next  issue  we  expect  to  send  bills  to  all  delinquent  sub- 
scribers. How  many  will  pay  now,  and  thus  save  themselves  the  an- 
noyance of  such  personal  and  direct  dun  ? 

Dr.  Austin  Flint,  Jr.,  we  see  from  the  Archives  Genhrales  of 
July,  has  received  a  prize  from  tho  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  pour 
ses  Rccherches  experimentales  sur  une  nouvelle  fonction  dufoie,  experien- 
ces originates  et  d*un  grand  interet  pour  la  pathologic  et  la  physi- 
ologic.. 

The  International  Medical  Congress  op  1869. — The  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress,  which  held  itfc  first  meeting  last  year  at  Paris, 
will  meet  this  year  at  Florence  on  the  20th  of  September,  under  the 
honorary  presidency  of  M.  Bouillaud.  The  work  of  the  Congress  will 
be  divided  as  hitherto  into  two  parts — namely,  the  discussion  of  the 
special  questions  in  the  programme,  and  communications  on  other  med- 
ical subjects.  The  Committee  have  selected  the  seven  following  ques- 
tions for  this  year : 

1.  Marsh  miasm;  the  conditions  of  its  development  in  different 
countries;  its  effects  on  man;  the  curative  and  preventive  remedies. 

2.  The  therapeutic  value  of  the  different  methods  of  treating 
cancerous  diseases;  their  indications  and  contra-indications;  the  valaeof 
general  treatment. 

3.  The  treatment  of  gunshot  wounds,  in  relation  to  the  progress 
of  the  art  of  war  and  of  modern  international  law. 

4.  The  hygienic  conditions  of  hospitals,  and  the  value  of  home 
treatment. 

5.  The  influence  of  railways  on  the  health  of  man. 

6.  The  conditions  which  favor  the  production  of  endemic  and  epi- 
demic diseases  in  great  towns :  the  means  of  prevention,  and  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  proximity  of  great  rivers  and  the  sea. 

7.  The  rights  and  duties  of  the  medical  man  in  relatid^  to  the 
Government  in  different  countries,  and  the  reforms  which  can  be  rea- 
Bonably  expected.-ioad«,»  Lancet.  ^^^  ^^  byGoOgk 
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Intestinal  Punotube  in  Tympanites. — Under  the  advice  of  Dr. 
FooBsagrives,  intestinal  puncture,  as  a  last  resource,  has  been  several 
times  practised  at  Toulouse,  on  two  patients  suffering  with  tympanites. 
In  the  first  case,  the  abdomen  formed  an  immense  mass;  the  patient 
was  perfectly  cyanosed  and  suffocating.  An  exploring  trocar  was  in- 
serted into  the  most  distended  part  of  the  lower  umbilical  region. 
The  gas  escaped  so  violently  as  to  extinguish  a  candle.  The  disten- 
sion returning  the  next  day,  two  fresh  punctures  were  made  in  differ- 
ent places,  and  gave  bo  much  relief  that  the  life  of  the  patient  was  pro- 
longed four  day?.  In  another  case  six  punctures  were  successively 
made  until  the  gases  were  naturally  evacuated,  and  the  patient  cured. — 
l'Un.Med. 

Prof.  Frank  H.  Hamilton  has  recently  received  the  degree  of 
L.  L.  D.  from  Union  College. 

Dr.  Kutherford,  of  Edinburgh,  is  Dr.  L.  S.  Scale's  successor  in 
the  Chair  of  Physiology  at  King's  College. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Medico- Chirurgxcal  Review  of  July,  in 
concluding  a  review  of  Recent  WorTa  on  Sj/philis — Lancereaux,  Hill, 
Barton  and  Cullerier->~uses  the  following  language : 

"Lastlj,  we  may  ask,  Is  there  any  rule  to  guide  us  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis 
by  specifics  or  otherwise  ?  In  any  given  case  can  we  say  with  certainty  whether 
mercury  should  be  used  or  iodide  of  potassium,  or  whether  the  case  will  do  equally 
▼ell  without  either  of  these  remedies?  To  this  we  must  answer,  There  is  no  ab- 
Mlote  rule  of  this  kind.  There  are,  indeed,  certain  cases  in  which  most  surgeons 
prescribe  mercury,  and  there  are  certain  other  cases  in  which  most  surgeons  pre- 
aeribe  iodide  of  potassium;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  not  wanting  practi- 
tioners of  experience  and  repute  who  tell  us  that  all  the  forms  of  syphilis  and  its 
fleqnelse  will  get  perfectly  well  without  any  specific  treatment  at  all.  If  there  are 
any  cases  in  which  it  is  generally  held  that  mercury  is  necessary,  they  are  iritis 
and  infantile  syphilis,  and«yet  we  are  now  told  that  these  cases  do  just  as  well  with- 
OBt  the  specific  as  with  it;  while  iodide  of  potassium,  which  has  always  been 
Qwd  for  the  less  acute  symptoms,  is  now  thrown  into  the  shade  by  fresh  air  and 
Ka  bathing  I  How  far  these  views  can  be  sustained,  it  must  be  left  to  experience 
to  decide,  but  at  present  it  appears  to  us  highly  unwise  to  lay  aside  altogether  the 
ue  of  mercury.  In  cases  of  syphilitic  retinitis  we  have  the  clearest  proof  of  its 
▼alae,  and  we  should  be  hardly  justified  in  withholding  it  in  a  case  of  this  kind. 
And,  if  th§  specific  treatment  produces  such  marked  and  beneficial  results  where 
we  have  the  opportunity  of  observing  its  efifect  closely,  may  we  not  conclude  that 
its  influence  is  similar  in  other  cases  where  we  are  unable  to  watch  the  affected  . 


518  WESTERN  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE. 

part  with  equal  accuracy?  Experience  maj  indeed  show  that  mercurj  is  not 
necessary  even  in  iritis  and  retinitis,  hat  at  present  a  surgeon  woold  seem  to  be 
almost  as  much  bound  to  give  it  in  these  cases  as  a  physician  would  be  to  give 
quinine  in  an  attack  of  ague.  The  organ  which  is  affected  is  one  of  great  deli- 
cacy, and  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  patient:  mercury  is  nearer  a  specific 
remedy  than  any  other  we  possess ;  and  it  can  not  be  said  that  any  serious  ctiIs 
are  likely  to  follow  its  careful  and  moderate  use.  Thus,  though  wc  may  say  that 
there  is  no  absolute  rule  to  guide  us  in  the  administration  of  specifics,  yet  there  are 
various  cases  in  which  it  would  seem  that  the  surgeon  is  hardly  justified  in  with- 
holding mercury,  and  there  are  others  in  which  pretty  nearly  the  same  Uting  may 
be  said  of  iodide  of  potassium.  In  this  opinion  we  are  confirmed  by  obaerviDg 
the  authors,  whose  works  we  have  been  noticing,  all  agree  in  recommending  the 
cautious  aind  temperate  use  of  specific  remedies." 

♦SPECULUM  Illumination  for  Insects  in  the  Ear. — On  Julj 

31st,  1869,  L ,  a  boy,  about  ten  years  old,  came  into  the  offict 

shaking  his  head  violently,  squalling  most  vociferously.  Being  una- 
ble to  quiet  his  agitation,  or  to  divine  its  cause  by  soporific  words,  I  re- 
sorted to  ^'gentle  traction,"  and  drew  out  from  him  that  another  boj 
had  been  pouring  water  into  his  left  ear.  An  ear  speculum  was  at 
once  inserted  and  illuminated  by  means  of  a  laryngeal  mirror.  A 
small  black  speck  was  sighted,  which  rapidly  developed  into  a  black 
ant.  He  (the  ant)  saw  ^^  salvation  free/'  and  made  for  the  light  tn- 
stanter.  So  accelerated  were  his  movements  we  could  not  contemplate 
them,  and  when  he  stood  on  his  fore-legs  in  the  expanded  end  of  the 
tube,  waving  his  bulbous  extremity  joyously  in  air,  we  misstook  him 
for  a  "base-ballist"  in  a  "striking"  attitude,  and  dodged.  That  ac- 
tion, however,  removed  speculum,  insect  and  the  patient^s  distress. 

I  do  not  know  that  illumination  by  mirror  has  ever  been  broached 
for  the  removal  of  insects  from  the  ear.  It  is  a  simple  method,  and, 
I  doubt  not,  in  every  case,  will  prove  quickly  effective. 

(Our  Ohio  friend,  probably,  was  the  witness  of  auricular  confession 
when  the  ant  was  erect  as  he  describes  him,  or.  it  might  have  been  a 
ease  of  ant-evernon^  while  certainly  its  abrupt  departure  would  be  re- 
garded as  a  case  of  acute  procidentia.) 

Wanted. — The  September  number,  1844,  of  volume  IV,  of  tbe 
Western  Lancet     The  entire  volume  will  be  purchased,  if  the  owner 

requires  it.     Address  this  office. 

. . ^  ■  ■- 

^Tbia  cornea  to  us  ft-om  an  Ohio  subtcribcr,  without  hlB  lume  being  fn  or  vf-find:  andai 
we  received  it,  so  it  is  given  to  our  readers. 
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nm  it  will  be  Men  tint  if  nnn  htf  pMtloni  which  Impel  him  to  the  destroctfon  of  man,  if 
hB  be  the  oaly  oaimal  who,  deipising  hie  nntiiral  menne  of  attack  and  defence,  hae  derieed  new 
wtos  of  deetroetion,  he  ii  aleo  the  only  animal  who  hae  the  deaire,  or  the  power,  to  relieve  the 
raihrings  of  hie  fellow  citiiene,  and  in  whom  the  co-«xiftenoe  of  reajon  And  benoTolenee  atteate 
amoml  ae  well  ae  an  intelleotaal  anpertority.— <0mATi8*  CLOncAi.  1 
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A  CASE  OF  OBSTINATE  EPISTAXIS,  REQUIRING  PLUG- 
GING OF  THE  POSTERIOR  NARES,  WITH  SOME  RE- 
MARKS ON  THE  AFFECTION  AND  THE  OPERATION. 


BY  JOHN  D.  JACKSON,  M.  D.,  OF  BANTILLE,  KT. 

tUmd  before  the  Boyle  County  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Kentncky,  Kerch  2,  1869.) 


On  Sunday  morning,  7th  of  Febrnary,  1869,  I  was  consulted  by  a 
member  of  the  family  of  Mr.  S.  M.,  for  advice  as  to  the  most  proper 
course  to  pursue  to  check  an  obstinate  hsemorrhage  from  the  nose,  of 
vbieh  Mr.  M.  was  at  the  moment  suffering. 

The  messenger  said  he  had  gone  to  bed  in  his  usual  health,  and 
liad  awakened  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  find  his  pillow 
Bttarated  with  blood.  All  ordinary  popular  means  of  which  the  fam- 
ily kaew,  had  been  tried  without  avail,  and  the  bleeding  was  continu- 
ing at  a  tolerably  rapid  rate,  though  the  patient  did  not  at  all  com- 
plain of  weakness,  notwithstanding  more  than  a  pint  of  blood  had 
been  lost 

I  directed  ihe  messenger  (Mr.  M.'s  son)  to  tell  his  Atther  to  stand 
erect,  with  both  hands  held  aloft  as  high  as  he  could  rsach  for  a  few 
ninntes,  and  if  not  elfectual  in  checking  the  bleeding,  to  have  him 
pat  both  legs  up  to  the  knees  in  as  hot  water  as  could  be  borne  by 
him;  to  snuff  up  the  nostrils  ice-cold  water,  and  bind  ice  around  the 
neck  and  upon  the  head.     Being  in  the  act  of  visiting  a  ease  which 
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would  detain  me  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  at  the  time,  I  UAi 
the  mesBenger  to  let  me  know,  about  the  time  of  my  expected  return, 
of  the  results  of  the  measures  recommended,  and  if  they  were  not  sue- 
ceseful,  I  would  go  and  see  the  patient. . 

Before  my  return  to  my  office,  Mr.  M.  had  fainted,  and  a  messen' 
ger  was  sent  for  my  immediate  presence;  in  the  meanwhile,  finding 
me  absent,  he  took  Br.  Zhinlap  with  him.  On  returiring  to  my  office 
and  seeing  the  call  on  my  slate,  I  proceeded  toward  the  house  of  the 
patient,  but  before  reaching  it,  met  Dr.  D.,  who  told  me  that  on  the 
gentleman'^  fainting,  the  hsBmorrhage  had  ceased,  and  be  had  not 
found  it  necessary  to  do  anything. 

A  dose  of  Epsom  salts  had  been  taken  by  the  patient  of  his  own* 
accord,  and  he  was  told  by  the  doctor  to  repeat  it  vntil  the  bowels 
were  freely  moved.  It  may  be  here  said  that  Mr.  M.  had  all  along 
been  in  good  health,  and  his  bowels  perfectly  regular.  The  patient 
got  on  well  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  going  about  his  business  as  usual, 
feeling  none  the  worse  for  his  bleeding.  On  Wednesday  morning,  the 
10th,  at  break  of  day,  I  was  again  summoned  to  see  him.  His  son  said 
that  at  about  the  same  hour  as  on  Sunday  morning,  he  had  awakened 
and  found  his  pillow  saturated  with  blood,  and  that  the  haemorrhage 
was  continuing  unabated.  On  my  arrival,  I  found  him  sitting  with 
his  feet  in  a  tub  of  hot  water,  and  a  basin  before  him  with  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  pint  of  blood  in  it,  and  a  spittoon  beside  him  containing 
nearly  as  much.  I  filled  the  left  side  of  the  anterior  nares  from  which 
the  haemorrhage  was  coming,  with  lint  saturated  with  powdered  alum 
made  into  a  magma  with  muriated  tincture  of  iron,  pushing  the  lint  as 
far  back  as  I  well  could.  The  blood  ceased  fi4)wing  at  onee.  The 
pulse  of  the  patient  was  vevy  good,  being  seventy -eight  to-  the  min- 
ute, and  about  natural  in  volume.  He  said  that  he  fainted  on  Sun- 
day, not  from  weakness,  he  thought,  so  much  as  from  the  intense  cold- 
ness and  pain  produced  by  the  ice  placed  over  his  head  and  neck;  the 
whole  neok,  and  especially  well  over  the  carotids,  being  enveloped  in 
ice.  He  says  that  his  general  health  has  never  been  better  than  for 
the  past  year. 

Left  him,  enjoining  quietude — ^informing  the  family  that  I  had  to 
ride  several  miles  into  the  country,  but  that  on  my  return  I  wished  to 
hear  from  him.  About  ten  o'clock  A.  H.,  the  haemorrhage  recurred. 
I  was  seat  for,  but  not  having  retusned.  Dr.  Dunlap  was  again»  ealled 
in.    On  my  return  to  my  office  at  eleven,  finding  a  message  for  my  im- 
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mediate  attendance,  I  went  straightway  to  the  house,  and  found  Dr. 
D.  with  the  patient,  and  that  by  the  use  of  lint  saturated  with  the  per- 
sulphate of  iron,  the  bleeding  had  been  partially  arrested,  though  not 
completely  so.  He  had  also  given  him,  internally,  ten  grains  of  tan- 
nic acid.  I  learned  that  he  had  again  taken  "salts"  that  morning  of 
liis  own  accord,  and  that  it  had  operated  freely  three  times,  the  haem- 
orrhage returning  during  its  operation.  After  waiting  some  time,  and 
perceiying  the  blood  to  still  flow  down  the  pharynx  by  the  posterior 
Bares,  and  in  front  through  the  right  nostril,  the  left  nostril  being 
firmly  plugged,  we  removed  the  plugging,  and  replugged  quite  far 
back  with  fresh  lint  saturated  with  per-sulphate  of  iron  and  powdered 
alum.  This  again  checked  the  haemorrhage,  when  Dr.  D.  left.  I  re- 
mained with  the  patient  about  a  half  hour  longer,  when  the  bleeding 
again  commenced,  flowing  in  a  trickling  stream  over  the  uvula  into 
the  pharynx ;  from  its  repeated  recurrenc^  and  long  continuance,  a  little 
web  of  fibrin  having  formed,  and  was  hanging  down  from  the  uvula.  I 
again  removed  the  plugging,  and  endeavored  to  fill  the  posterior  nares 
through  the  nostril  with  dry  lint,  and  to  pack  it  well  up  against  the  turbi- 
nated bones.  This  with  care  I  could  partially  do,  though  could  not  pack 
the  lint  firmly  upward  where  I  most  desired,  and  at  a  point  from  which  I 
suspected  the  hsemorrhage  to  come,  just  where  the  narrow  tunneled  cham- 
ber uniting  the  anterior  with  the  posterior  nares  expands  out  into  the 
htter.  However,  I  temporarily  succeeded  in  again  checking  the  haam- 
orrhage ;  but  it  was  not  ten  minutes  until  the  bleeding  again  recurred. 
I  once  more  removed  all  the  lint  which  I  could,  for  some  in  the  poste- 
rior nares  remained,  and  again  packed,  covering  the  first  dossils  with 
dry  powdered  tannin,  and  used  dry  lint  for  the  anterior  chamber.  Think- 
ing, from  the  experience  I  once  had  in  manipulating  with  a  case  of 
fibroid  polyp  of  the  posterior  nares,  that  I  might  be  able  with  my  fin- 
ger alone,  unassisted  by  instruments,  to  place  a  piece  of  sponge  against 
the  posterior  nares  by  way  of  the  pharynx  over  the  soft  palate,  with  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty,  owing  to  the  involuntary  contraction  of  the  soft 
palate,  on  touching  its  edges,  drawing  up  against  the  superior  por- 
tion of  the  pharynx,  I  finally  succeeded  in  doing  so — placing  a  soft 
piece  against  the  posterior  orifices  of  the  two  nostrils,  as  I  could  feel 
them  with  my  forefinger.  Again  the  haemorrhage  was  checked,  to 
again  burst  forth  after  a  few  minutes.  The  patient  had  now  lost  since 
morning,  as  well  as  one  could  estimate  it,  probably  three  pints  of  blood, 
possibly  more.     He  did  not,  however,  complain  of  faintneas,  though 
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tlie  lo08  was  oommenoing  to  tell  upon  his  circalation,  and  his  haBda,  all 
along  warm,  had  become  quite  cold. 

All  ordinary  means  had  now,  to  my  mind,  proyen  a  failure ;  and  a 
patient  of  sixty  years  of  age,  it  is  well  known,  will  not  recuperate  from 
an  excessive  loss  of  blood  like  one  of  sixteen.  Anyhow,  I  was  unwil- 
ling to  trust  to  further  temporizing,  or  the  repetition  of  the  syncope 
of  Sunday  for  its  cessation.  Plugging  of  the  posterior  nares  was  the 
only  reliable  untried  means  left.  I  returned  to  my  office,  and  proyid- 
ing  myself  with  a  number  five  flexible  gum  bougie,  some  silk,  and  a 
large  and  a  small  sited  uterine  sponge-tent,  in  company  with  Dr.  Dun- 
lap,  hastened  back  to  the  patient.  Assisted  by  Dr.  D.,  I  introduced 
the  bougie  through  the  left  anterior  nostril,  the  posterior  nares,  and 
OTcr  the  soft  palate,  until  it  emerged  into  the  pharynx,  when  seizing 
it  with  a  pair  of  dressing-forceps,  I  drew  its  point  out  of  the  mouth, 
and  running  a  double  silk  ligature  through  the  point  of  the  bougie  by 
means  of  a  stout  needle,  ran  the  ligature  through  the  large  tent,  so 
that  the  apex  of  the  cone  was  toward  the  mouth.  After  fixing  firmly 
the  ligature  upon  the  tent,  and  running  another  strand  of  silk  through 
the  base  of  the  sponge  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  withdraw  it,  I  withdrew 
the  bougie  through  the  nostril,  the  ligature  fallowing  after,  drawing 
up  the  tent  over  the  arch  of  the  palate  to  the  posterior  nares.  A  little 
of  the  base  of  the  tent  projected  against  the  pharynx,  and  obstinate 
gagging  following,  it  was  necessary  to  withdraw  the  tent,  which  was 
easily  done  by  means  of  the  single  ligature,  and  cut  it  smaller.  Again 
it  was  introduced,  and  seemed  to  answer;  but  after  few  minutes  the 
moisture  of  the  parts  so  swelled  it  as  to  make  it  again  project  beyoDd 
the  arch  of  the  palate,  and  render  its  presence  intolerable.  It  was  a 
second  time  removed,  and  trimmed  down  to  a  size  rather  less  than  tlie 
smallest  tent,  which  we  had  not  introduced  tvom  dread  of  its  proving 
too  small.  This,  though  for  awhile  uncomfortable,  was  pretty  well 
borne,  its  introduction  being  followed  by  instantaneous  arrest  of  the 
haemorrhage;  the  anterior  nares  being  occluded  by  lint  crowded  in 
firmly,  and  the  strands  of  the  double  ligature  being  temporarily  passed 
ever  the  cheeks  and  confined  to  the  back  of  the  head,  the  single  liga- 
ture depending  from  the  base  of  the  sponge  being  drawn  out  of  a  oor- 
ner  of  the  mouth  and  confined  over  one  ear.  This  was  at  four  o'clock 
P.  X*  At  nine  at  night,  found  him  getting  along  as  comfortably  as  could 
be  expected,  considering  the  fact  that  no  air  could  pass  through  either 
nostril,  thus  necessitating  the  mouth's  being  eonstantly  open  for  breath- 
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iig.  Complained  a  good  deal  of  a  roaring  in  his  head,*  and  throbbing 
above  the  roof  the  mouth  where  the  eponge  presses.  Pulse,  ninety- 
nz.  Left  ten  grains  of  Dover's  powder,  to  be  given  if  he  should  not 
be  able  to  sleep  without  it. 

Thursday^  11th — Bested  pretty  well  by  aid  of  the  powder  last  night; 
pulse  eighty.  Has  taken  some  mush  and  milk  for  breakfast,  though  swal- 
lows with  much  difficulty:  says  it  hurts  him  to  swallow,  and  that  his 
throat  is  very  sore.  Prescribed  twenty-drop  doses  of  muriated  tinc- 
ture of  iron  every  four  hours.  At  dark  he  had  marked  fever;  pulse, 
eighty-eight,  full  and  hard;  no  headache,  though  complains  a  good 
deal  of  soft  palate,  and  of  the  offensive  odor  from  the  decomposition 
,of  the  retained  blood  and  secretions  within  the  nostril.  Ordered 
bathing  ^of  the  flace  and  hands  with  cold  water,  a  suspension  of  the 
iron,  and  a  repetition  of  the  Dover's  powder  if  necessary  to  produce 
sleep. 

Friday^  12th — ^Bested  quiely  last  night  after  taking  the  powder. 
Mash  and  milk  again  taken  for  breakfast;  pulse  eighty;  tolerably  com- 
fortable, considering  everything.  Ordered  the  iron  in  fifteen-drop 
doses  as  often  as  on  yesterday.  At  nightfall  again  saw  him.  Skia 
hot;  pulse  eighty-eight,  full  and  hard;  feels  quite  uncomfortable. 
Sajs  he  took  a  glass  of  rich  milk  at  each  meal,  to-day,  as  his  foodf 
nothing  else;  will  take  a  glass  and  drink  it  all  down  at  once  without 
stopping — sap  he  can  not  drink  otherwise.  Iron  suspended,  and  Do- 
ver's powder  repeated. 

Saturday,  ISth — As  heretofore,  pulse  eighty  in  the  morning,  and 
at  night  eighty-four.  Fever  coming  on  every  evening,  since  the  ves- 
peral  excitement  may  possibly  be  due  to  the  iron,  ordered  it  sus- 
pended— ^indications  for  its  use  are  not  very  marked  anyway. 

Sunday,  Hth — The  fourth  day  since  plugging.  Removed  the 
dressing  with  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  tightness  with  which  the 
sponge  was  wedged  into  the  nares.  On  doing  so,  blood  flowed  down 
into  the  pharynx,  clotting  on  the  edges  of  the  soft  palate.  It,  how- 
ever, seemed  to  be  due  only  to  the  abrasion  on  removing  the  sponge, 

*  How  commonly  pAtlonts  toU  na  of  throbbings  in  tho  hoad,  of  iioIim  of  Tariooi  kinds,  par- 
ring  nolMt,  ringing  noises,  whirring  noisss,  and  the  like  I  We  treat  these  nsnally  as  nerrons 
■jrvptotts.  Thejare  so;  but  they  are  nerrons  symptoms  developed  through  the  blood  Tesself. 
The  mnnds  are  the  sonnds  of  blood  passing  through  Tsssels  off  guard,  of  mbbing  in  oaseoni 
ehauels,  or  sonorous  substance.  They  are  examples  of  disturbed  muscular  balance  between 
biart  and  artery.  And,  after  great  exhaustion,  as  after  hmnorrbage,  when  the  heart  nertee 
Itiel^  and  by  the  least  excitement  is  thrown  into  undue  action,  one  of  the  first  annoyances  of  the 
petient  is  the  throbbing,  the  noise  of  the  head.  The  Ulanoe  is  disturbed.— J»cAardmi  c»  Arimrwl 
»  Jfed.  TfaMi  md  (Tos.,  OeL  17, 1868. 
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which  had  been  pressing  so  firmly  on  the  mucous-membrane,  for  onlj 
a  few  sconds  elapsed  before  its  cessation.  The  apex  of  the  sponge  had 
been  firmly  wedged  into  the  nares,  and  was  covered  with  pus  and  mu- 
cus and  tinged  with  a  little  blood.  The  nostrils  were  syringed  out 
with  cold  water,  and  the  patient  returned  to  bed  with  greatly  increased 
comfort,  though  he  still  can  not  breathe  through  either  nostril. 

Monday^  15th — Examined  the  patient  this  morning  by  hooking  my 
forefinger  around  over  the  soft  palate,  and  found  the  first  piece  of  sponge 
introduced  yet  remaining  and  firmly  impacted  against  the  post-erior 
nares,  but  more  especially  occluding  the  orifice  of  the  right  nostril, 
^as  unable  to  remove  it  with  my  finger.  A  flexible  catheter  intro- 
duced by  the  nostril,  failed  to  loosen  it;  but  on  making  pressure  very 
firmly,  would  curl  upon  itself.  A  silver  catheter  and  large  probe,  on 
being  used,  each  gave  too  much  pain  to  persist  in  their  use,  and,  be- 
sides, were  attended  by  slight  bleeding  from  the  nostril.  The  trouble 
on  using  force  by  the  nostril  was,  that  it  was  impossible,  by  sensation 
alone,  to  determine  that  the  pressure  was  not  being  made  upon  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  nares,  instead  of  the  foreign  body.  The 
sponge  was  too  far  back  to  be  reached  with  the  straight  dressing-for- 
ceps, and  all  the  curved  pairs  accessible  proved  equally  valueless,  be- 
cause of  not  being  properly  curved.  To  have  been  shaped  properly, 
.they  should  have  been  bent  nearly  to  a  right  angle.  Finally,  the  fin- 
ger was  introduced  well  back  against  the  foreign  body,  and  on  press- 
ing down  the  palate  quite  firmly,  the  sponge  was  loosened  from  its  im- 
bedded position,  then  by  keeping  the  soft  palate  well  pressed  up,  I,  at 
last,  with  much  effort,  succeeded  in  hooking  into  it  the  point  of  Sims* 
tenaculum,  and  removed  it.  No  blood  followed  its  removal,  though 
some  pus  was  upon  its  apex.  On  first  introducing  this  piece  of  sponge, 
a  piece  of  sewing-thread  had  been  fastened  to  it,  but  got  broken  off. 

From  our  experience  in  this  case,  we  would  say,  that  in  future  we 
shall  always  make  it  a  first  care  to  attach  a  sUnU  ligature  to  the  sponge 
or  lint,  prior  to  its  introduction.  From  the  very  strong  traction  which 
it  was  found  necessary  to  use  upon  the  first  piece  removed  by  means 
of  the  silken  ligature  attached  to  it,  (so  firmly  was  it  impacted  in  the 
nares),  the  trouble  must  have  been  very  great  indeed,  had  not  the  pre- 
caution been  taken  to  attach  the  ligature.  We  lay  stress  upon  this 
point,  because  all  writers  upon  operative  surgery  do  not  speak  of  the 
necessity  of  using  this  ligature.  Bernard  and  Huette,  whose  work  is 
our  highest  authority  in  this  department  of  surgery,  do  not  speak  of 
it,  though  their  translators,  Drs.  Van  Buren  and  Isaacs,  in  a  foot-note, 
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alhde  to  it,  and  bint  at  the  trouble  liable  to  ensne  when  its  introdnc- 
lion  has  been  neglected.* 

COMMENTS. 

Epistaxis,  or  bleeding  at  the  nose,  (for  though  the  word  com- 
l^onnded  of  two  Greek  words  epi  upon,  and  stazo  I  flow  drop  by  drop, 
would  literally  apply  to  slow  bleeding  from  any  point,  has,  as  far  as 
we  know,  been  always  confined  in  its  application  to  hsDmorrhage  firom 
the  schneiderian  membrane),  is  so  conunon,  so  every  day  an  occur- 
rence, that  it  is  usually  deemed  too  trifling  to  be  worthy  the  notice  of 
the  medical  man;  but  as  we  tometimes  see  it,  the  best  powers  of  the 
physician  may  be  taxed  in  controlling  it.  Possibly  the  thin  covering 
of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  nasal  passages  has  rendered  them  especially 
liable  to  rupture,  and  possibly  there  may  be  something  yet  undiscov- 
ezed  in  their  minute  anatomy,  or  close  relation  to  the  large  cerebral 
vessels — the  internal  carotids,  f^om  which  they  originate,  especially 
subjecting  ihem  to  effusion  of  their  contents.  But,  be  the  cause  what 
it  may,  we  are  all  cognisant  of  the  fact  that,  with  many  persons,  and 
especially  ohildren,  nose-bleedings  are  exceeding  common,  succeeding 
slight  injuries,  or  violent  exercise,  or  mental  emotion,  or  headache,  or 
nncomfoiiable  sense  of  fullness  of  the  head,  and  that  sometimes  they 
are  plainly  vicarious  to  the  discharges,  and  especially  the  menstrual 
in  the  adultf  So  well  is  all  this  known,  that  with  the  masses,  as  well 
as  with  medical  men,  the  discharge  is  generally  deemed  a  salutary 
one — nature  being  supposed  to  use  the  parts  as  a  sort  of  safety-valve, 
and  the  hasmorrhage  to  effect  the  prevention  of  probably  worse  troubles. 

The  direct  connection  of  the  ethmoidal  vessels  with  the  cerebral, 
makes  epistaxis  a  local  bleeding  in  cases  of  cephalic  congestion.  This 
has  been  long  observed,  and  did  not  escape  the  shrewd  observation  of 

*Mr.  M.  bM,  to  tkli  d&to,  July  ISth,  had  no  return  of  hemorrbag*  from  bis  noM.  Tb«re 
>k«,  howvrer,  been  oonetaaily  preeeat,  Boeeeedijig  tbe  epIiUzii,  an  oaanal  diacbarge,  but  free  fh>a 
•odor,  being  aimply  mocold.  Tbia.  tbongb  it  baa  dimlniehed,  itiU  peraiiti  in  a  ilightly  annoying 
fiyrm,  ■Imnlating  a  mfM  dironic  catarrbof  tbe  loft  noetril,  doeplte  tbe  lyitematib  application  of 
cirbolic  acid  lotiona  and  otber  aeana  tbroagb  Thndicum*e  naeal  doncbe.  It  ia  a  qneetlon  in  my 
Klad,  wbetber  tbe  diecbarge  la  doe  to  an  original  leeion  of  wblcb  tbe  epiitazia  waa  the  initial 
■Tmptom,  or  baa  been  produced  by  tbe  per  snlphate  of  iron  and  mnrlated  tincture  of  iron  and 
•loi,  or  the  contlniiona  preeaore  ct  tbe  aponge  wed  in  plugging. 

Aa  bavlng  a  posatble  connection  witb  tbe  caae,  we  would  mention  tbe  Uct,  tbat  wbile  in  New 
Orieass  tome  thirty  yeara  ago,  Mr.  M.  wae  gored  by  a  bullock,  tbe  wound  laying  bare  and  iiUur- 
Idk  a  portion  of  the  left  auperlor  maxillary  and  naaal  bonea.  From  tbli  liOory,  bowerer,  be  bad 
Bftver  aipeelally  aulTered,  nor  bad  be  OTor  bad  any  lerioua  hemorrhage  untU  the  one  abore  re- 
Mrded. 

t  We  are  aware  of  a  Tory  curious  epittaxial  idioiyncraay  in  the  caee  of  a  atout  young  former, 
wIm  haa  nerer  been  able  to  work  in  green  bemp-^ny  attempt  to  do  ao  belag  iuTarlably  attended 
^3  sVMted  noaa-bleedlnga. 
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jGhilen^  who  is  related  to  have  once  increased  his  reputation  rerj  muck 
by  predicting  that  a  patient  suffering  with  a  cerebral  trouble  to  wbons 
he  was  called,  would  not  get  better  until  tbe  nose  should  bleed — a 
prognosis  which  the  result  verified.  Wardrop  mentions  cases  which^ 
**  after  resisting  general  bleeding,  and  the  application  of  leeches  to  the 
head,  were  insiantlj  relieved  by  the  escape  of  even  a  few  drops  of 
blood  from  the  nose."  He  tells  us  of  a  lady  suffering  with  a  disorder 
of  the  head,  who  had  obtained  no  relief  from  the  local  bleedings  made 
at  the  hands  of  her  regular  -medical  attendants,  and  who  ultimately 
consulted  a  quack  celebrated  for  his  cures  of  head  troubles,  who  intro> 
duced  up  the  schneideirian  membrane  an  instrument  which  he  twisted 
around,  and  was  followed  on  its  withdrawal,  by  a  flow  of  blood  from 
the  nostrils  to  her  immediate  relief.  Taking  hint  from  such  eases,  we 
might  seriously  ask  ourselves  the  question  whether  we  are  not  negle^- 
ing  a  very  efficacious  means  of  local  depletion  in  cerebral  oongeslioB 
and  inflammation  of  the  brain? 

But  it  is  not  with  reference  to  epistaxis  as  a  therapeutic  means  ap« 
plicable  to  the  remedying  of  other  troubles,  so  much  as  to  the  differ- 
ent therapeutic  measures  applicable  to  the  remedying  of  epistaxis 
when  it  becomes  a  trouble,  that  we  would  direct  attention. 

It  is  a  rare  thing  that  nose-bleeding  goes  on  to  that  point  at  which 
life  is  endangered ;  the  very  loss  of  blood,  as  a  rule,  bears  its  own  rem- 
edy by  weakening  the  heart's  force,  and  hence  it  is,  we  infer,  that  so 
many  remedies  are  in  repute  among  the  masses,  eeincidenee  being  mis- 
taken for  consequence.  And  the  fact  that  every  case  of  epistaxis  may 
at  any  time  cease  spontaneously,  seems  hardly  to  have  been  taken 
sufficient  account  of  by  many  of  the  profession  proper,  who  have  re- 
corded an  unbounded  faith  in  this  or  that  article  of  the  materia  med- 
ics, because  following  its  administration,  there  has  been  a  cessation  of 
bleeding.  This  should  always  be  taken  into  account  by  as,  when  we 
read  of  certain  medicines  proving  specifics  for  epistaxis  in  tiie  hands 
of  certain  physicians.  Prembing  this  much,  we  would  say  that  Dr. 
Pockle  and  M.  Negri  declare  that  they  have  found  secale  oomutum 
to  succeed  in  arresting  hmmorrhage  from  the  nose^  when  plugging  had 
failed.*  Dr.  Morris  has  found  salt  a  speciflcf  Dr.  Watson  prefers. 
acetate  of  lead  internally  in  the  disease,  while  Dr.  Latham  looks  oik 
the  use  of  mercury  to  ptyalism  as  a  specific,  though  we  might  say  that 
cases  are  on  record  of  epistaxis  coming  on  while  the  patient  was  ptya- 


«  Vtrges  Zeitwhrift,  in  TImm  tnd  Gaaetta.  Jone  8,  IMl. 
t  Am4t.  Jmtr,  V«l.  Btimtef,  Agrll,  1866. 
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liied.  iBtermittent  epistaxis  coming  on  on  alternate  days,  and  there^ 
fore  apparently  due  to  malaria,  has  promptly  ceased  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  qninine.  In  years  gone  by,  a  prime  remedy  for  this  local 
bleeding  was  a  general  bleeding.  Any  one  who  will  read  the  clinical 
lectures  of  the  late  Dr.  John  EUiotson,  may  find  an  account  of  an 
hospital  patient  of  his,  who  had  lost  a  pint  of  blood  on  three  snceess- 
ire  nights,  and  for  whom  he  prescribed  salts  and  senna  internally,  andl 
Teneseotion  to  the  amount  of  £ix.Yi. 

There  seems  to  be,  to-day,  a  very  firm  reliance  on  the  part  i^f  most 
•f  the  profession,  upon  purgatives  in  obstinate  epistaxis,  a  reliance 
founded  on  the  recognized  physiological  laws  regarding  countev-irrita- 
lion,  or  determination  of  blood  to  part&  It  is  upon  this  explanation 
that  table-salt  has  been  recommended  for  the  trouble,  just  as  it  has- 
been  done  in  haemoptysis.  It  is  worthy  of  comment,  that  in  the  case 
recorded  above  by  us,  the  third  recurrence  of  hsamorrhage,  came  on 
while  the  patient  was  at  stool  induced  by  the  action  of  sulphate  of 
iiagnesia.  It  may  also  be  mentioned,  that  in  the  midst  of  his  attack^ 
be  took  dry  table-salt  in  large  quantities^  just  as  I  have  prescribed  it 
in  hasmoptysis  frequently  with  marked  effect,  though  no  good  result 
followed  its  use  in  his  case. 

The  manual  or  surgical  means,  are  as  numerous  as  the  therapeutic 
or  medicinal  proper.  A  common  one,  founded  possibly  on  anatomical 
eonsiderations,  though  erroneous,  is  the  placing  of  a  pledget  of  lint 
ar  fold  of  paper  beneath  the  upper  lip ;  and  a  paragraph  has  recently 
been  going  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  declaring  the 
insertion  of  a  piece  of  ice  between  the  upper  lip  and  the  gums  to  be  a 
ipecific  remedy.  On  the  principle  of  shock,  or  impression  reflectively 
acting  upon  the  vaso-motor  nerves  supplying  the  Schneiderian  mem> 
brane,  just  as  the  application  of  ice  or  a  bunch  of  cold  keys  applied 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck  is  of  benefit,  we  may  explain  its  efficacy; 
but  any  efficiency  of  the  method  is  not  satisfactorily  applicable  as  we 
have  heard  it,  by  supposing  the  supply  of  blood  to  be  cut  off  or  dimin  • 
ished  by  pressure,  inasmuch  as  that  portion  of  the  membranes  cover- 
ing the  ethmoidal  sinuses,  and  the  part  from  which  the  haemorrhage  in 
obstinate  cases  is  most  apt  to  be  found  to  flow,  is  not  supplied  by  the 
eoronary  artery,  but  comes  nearly  directly  from  the  internal  carotid. 
The  ice  beneath  the  upper  lip  Mr.  M.  had  faithfully  tried,  but  without 
the  least  consequent  benefit,  before  calling  in  medical  aid. 

Dumas,  of  France,  thought  pressure  of  the  narea  against  the  sep* 
turn  all-sufficient  to  check  the  hasmarrhage.  ^  . 
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M.  Gibon,  of  Cfaerbonrg,  believed  pressure  of  tbe  carotid  artery  of 
the  side  of  the  nostril  from  which  the  blood  flowed,  a  sovereign  remedy. 
But  his  relianoe  is  not  based  on  satisfactory  anatomical  grounds,  when 
we  recollect  the  general  anastomosis  between  both  carotids  and  the 
vertebral  arteries. 

M.  Negrier,  of  Angers,  some  twenty  years  since,  presented  to  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris,  what  he  thought  to  be  an  invaluable 
mode  of  checking  the  haemorrhage,  which  consisted  of  raising  aloft 
the  arm  of  the  side  of  iihe  nostril  bleeding,  and  compressing  the  nos* 
tril  with  the  other  hand.  But,  as  the  London  Lancet  -of  that  day 
Ta:ther  wittrly  sard,  in  noticing  M.  Negrier's  announeemeirt:  "The  pro- 
poser neglected  to  state  the*  process  to  be  adopted  when  the  blood 
flows  from  both  nostrils — in  this  case  it  is  clear  that  both  arms  must 
be  raised  perpendicularly,  and  we  imagine  the  patient  must  close  the 
nostrils  by  compressing  them  between  the  great  toes.''  But  Monsieur 
N^grier's  recommendation  is  not  entirely  unsupported  by  a  show  of 
reason,  fie  says:  ^' When  a  person  stands  in  the  ordinary  posCore, 
with  his  arms  hanging  down,  the  force  needed  to  prop^  the  bbod 
through  his  upper  extremities  is  about  half  that  which  would  be  re- 
quired if  his  arms  were  raised  perpendicularly  above  his  head.  But 
since  the  force  which  sends  the  blood  through  the  carotid  arteries  is 
the  same  as  that  which  causes  it  to  circulate  through  the  brachial  arte- 
ries, and  there  is  nothing  in  the  mere  position  of  the  arms  above  the 
head  to  stimulate  the  heart  to  increased  actiou,  it  is  evident  that  a 
less  vigorous  circulation  through  the  carotids  must  result  from  the 
increased  force  required  to  carry  on  the  circulation  through  the  upper 
extremities.*" 

There  is  something  plausible  in  the  rationale  of  the  process  of  M. 
Negrier,  though  it  signally  failed  in  Mr.  M/s  case.  We  ought,  how- 
ever, to  say,  that  while  engaged  in  writing  this  paper,  we  were  called  (at  8 
A.  H.)  to  see  a  stout  negro  man  (who,  however,  has  cardiac  hypertophy 
wl^h  mitral  disease),  who  had  been  suffering  with  epistaxis,  since  one 
o'clock  the  previous  night,  and  who  had  tried  pressing  the  nostril 
oigainst  the  septum  with  no  effect  beyond  checking  the  flow  through 
it  to  come  out  at  the  other,  and  on  compressing  both,  the  blood  triek- 
Hed  by  the  posterior  nares  into  the  pharynx.  On  my  arrival,  bathing 
the  face  and  head  with  ice-water,  snuffing  ice-water  up  the  nostrils,  as 
well  as  the  introduction  of  narrow  peices  of  ice  into  the  posterior  nares, 
the  snuffing  of  dry  powdered  alum,  the  placing  of  large  lumps  of  ice 


*AuM»,  dMMad^  Land.  iUd.  Oqm^  toI.  31. 
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over  tlie  carotids  and  upon  the  nape  of  the  neck,  were  all  tried  in  vain ; 
but  that  on  making  him  try  M.  Negrier's  method,  the  haemorrhage 
promptly  ceased,  without  any  return  to  the  present,  as  far  as  I  know. 

If  styptics,  or  a  cold  fluid  could  be  brought  into  full  contact 
with  the  bleeding  surface,  and  kept  continuously  so  applied  for  some 
minutes,  it  seems  to  us  that  next  to  plugging,  we  should  have  the  most 
efficient  means  of  arresting  the  haemorrhage.  The  great  difficulty  of 
placing  lint  in  accurate  contact,  or  causing  injections  thrown  in  by 
syringe  to  reach,  or  be  continuously  applied  to  a  spot  situated  high 
above  the  flow  of  the  nares,  and  on  the  mucous  membrane  covering 
the  deeply-groved  fossao  of  the  turbinated  bones,  is  readily  imagined. 
In  Thudicum*s  apparatus  for  the  nasal  douche,  by  means  of  which  we 
know  a  continuous  stream  of  fluid  can  be  made  to  pass  the  entire  cir* 
enit  of  the  nares,  entering  one  nostril,  passing  around  the  posterior 
aares,  and  flowing  out  by  the  opposite  anterior  nostril,  it  would  seem 
that  we  have  at  command  the  means  of  fulfilling  the  indication  most 
perfectly.  This,  however,  is  to  a  certain  extent  but  conjectural ;  for 
though  we  are  aware  of  the  efficacy  of  its  application  in  cases  of 
ozflsna,  due  to  disease  of  the  turbinated  bones,  yet  I  am  unable  to  say 
ihat  the  stream  sufficiently  fills  the  nares  during  its  passage,  to  be  con- 
stantly in  contact  with  the  turbinated  mucous -membrane  in  all  its  ex- 
tent I  regretted  much  not  having  at  command  the  apparatus,  to  try 
its  effects  in  the  case  above  related. 

We  are  never  justifiable  in  plugging  the  posterior  nares,  unless  the 
patient  is  in  imminent  danger  from  loss  of  blood,  until  we  have  tried  all 
ordinary  means  for  its  suppression ;  for,  as  Sir  Thomas  Watson  truly 
says:  "  The  operation  of  plugging  the  nares  is  not  a  very  comfortable 
one  to  either  bear  or  perform."  Prof.  Gross  says  that  the  practitioner 
who  permits  his  patient  to  bleed  to  death  from  epistaxis,  *' should, 
provided  he  has  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  exerting  his  skill,  be  held 
personally  responsible  for  his  life."  By  plugging,  we  do  not  check 
the  haemorrhage  by  direct  pressure,  but  what  is  really  an  indirect  press- 
are  is  effected  by  the  closure  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  orifices,  the 
only  apertures  of  exit;  for  although  we  have  the  ductus  ad  nasum  re- 
maining open,  and  have  known  a  patient  to  blow  blood  out  of  the  corner 
of  his  eye  much  to  his  surprise,  and  are  acquainted  with  a  little  boy  whom 
we  have  frequently  seen  blow  air  bubbles  from  the  puncta  hxchrymalia 
for  the  amusement  of  his  companions,  yet  while  the  blood  can  coagu- 
late, no  fears  need  be  entertained  of  its  welling  up  through  this  pas- 
»ge. 
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The  operation  of  plugging  the  posterior  nares  is  a  yery  simple  one, 
thoogb  performed  under  the  circumstances  under  which  we  are  fre- 
quently called  to  perform  it,  is  usually  a  rery  disagreeable  one,  and  to 
perform  it  upon  a  small  child,  or  a  nervou!^  woman,  whose  terror  and 
agitation  tend  to  frustrate  rather  than  aid  our  efforts,  we  imagine  it 
one  of  the  most  disagreeable  we  can  be  called  upon  to  perform  in  all 
surgery. 

The  ordinary  operation  is  the  one  performed  with  Belloc's  canola 
or  sound,  consisting  of  a  watch-spring  concealed  in  a  euryed  silver 
canula;  on  the  button  which  tips  the  instrument  being  sprung,  the 
steel  spring,  armed  with  a  stout  silken  double  ligature,  curls  around 
the  velum  palati,  and  is  readily  drawn  out  of  the  mouth,  enabling  us 
to  attach  a  piece  of  lint  or  sponge,  to  be  drawn  up  into  the  posteriw 
nares,  on  withdrawing  the  canula.  The  anterior  nares  we  readily  plug 
by  tying  the  double  ligature  hanging  out  of  the  nostril  around  another 
piece  of  lint  or  sponge.     (Dr.  G.  Edwards.) 

Another  method  is,  to  pass  a  loop  of  silver  or  soft  iron  wire  through 
the  anterior  and  beyond  the  posterior  nares,  and  drawing  it  out  of  the 
mouth,  twist  the  wire  around  a  dossil  of  lint  inserted  within  the  loop,  to 
now^be  drawn  back  into  the  posterior  nares,  and  the  anterior  ends  to  be 
twisted  around  another  dossil  inserted  into  the  nostril.^ 

Franck  has  recommended  a  piece  of  dried  pig's  intestine,  with  one 
end  tied,  to  be  inserted  beyond  the  posterior  nares,  by  means  of  a 
sound,  and  on  water  being  injected  into  it,  when  full,  for  the  end  out- 
side the  nostril  to  be  tied.  Dr.  £.  A.  D'Arcy,  of  Jerseyville,  Illinois, 
in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  of  October  22,  1869,  gives  an 
account  of  a  case  of  obstinate  epistaxis,  in  which  he  had  been  unable 
to  stop  the  bleeding  by  plugging  after  the  ordinary  method,  in  whieh 
he  then  tried  the  pig's  intestine,  but  which  burst  by  the  distension 
from  the  water.  He  then  had  a  sheep  killed,  and  used  the  oMopba- 
gus,  which  he  said  proved  sufficiently  strong,  and  enabled  him  to  save 
his  patient's  life.f 

Mr.  Patrick  Gillespie  has  used  glazier's  putty  enclosed  in  a  linea 
bag,  after  unsuccessfully  using  lint;  t&e  hiemorrhage,  however,  reeur- 

*Lond<m  LameH,  Feb.  3, 1849. 

f  StneerMullog  the  report  of  Dr.  D*Aro7*0  oaM»  we  ha^e  made  some  ezperfmenta  with  the 
onopbacna  of  the  sheep.  We  know  not  from  what  breed  of  the  goniM  o&4»  Dr.  D*A.  got  hit  speel- 
men,  bnt  we  would  say  that  had  he  taken  it  from  one  of  the  ordinary  animals  fVirolalMd  this 
market,  his  patient's  nares  would  hare  had  to  grow  to  double  the  diameter  of  an  ordinary  par- 
soB*s,  before,  I  think,  he  could  well  hafe  snoceeded  in  pairing  it  thxonghv 
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red  once  or  twice  on  the  Bkrinking  of  the  putty,  and  from  hiB  account 
of  its  effects,  we  certainly  would  not  feel  disposed  to  rely  on  it. 

Martin  St.  Ange,  modifying  Franck's  method,  has  invented  a  little 
instrument  which  he  calls  the  Rhinohyon,  consisting  of  a  small  hladder 
fastened  to  a  silver  canula,  with  a  stop-cock  attached.  The  bladder 
being  inserted  to  the  posterior  nares,  is  inflated  with  air,  which  is  re« 
tained  by  the  stop-cock,  and  the  nostril  in  front  is  then  plugged  with 
lint 

Probably  the  eondomy  made  of  india  rubber  or  gold-beaters'  skin, 
and  now  to  be  found,  we  believe,  in  most  of  the  drug-stores  of  the 
eonntry,  would,  perverted  ftrom  its  original  purpose,  serve  an  excellent 
end  in  cases  where  the  ordinary  means  had  failed. 

One  of  the  simplest  means,  and  such  as  is  at  the  hands  of  every 
doctor,  is  that  recommended  by  Martin  Solon,  which  consists  in  the 
introduction  of  a  flexible  gum  catheter  or  bougie  through  the  nares 
into  the  pharynx,  the  end  of  which,  on  being  drawn  out  through  the 
month,  can  be  readily  threaded  and  armed  with  sponge  or  lint,  or 
bladder,  and  on  being  withdrawn,  can  as  efficiently  serve  the  purpose  of 
Belloc's  canula  as  one  could  wish  for. 

We  would  give  it  as  our  humble  opinion,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
the  nose  to  bleed  when  it  has  been  properly  plugged  by  the  simple 
sponge.  But  to  plug  efficiently,  we  think  it  insufficient  that  a  piece 
of  sponge  of  any  shape,  or  no  shape,  should  be  attached  to  the  liga- 
ture, as  is  generally  done,  but  that  fine  compressible  sponge  should  be 
selected,  should  be  cut  into  a  cone  the  apex  of  which  is  sufficiently 
small  to  enter  the  nar&ij  and  thus  accurately  close  the  aperture  of  exit. 

If  this  should  fail  because  of  fluidity  of  blood  from  the  previous 
exhautsting  haemorrhage,  the  uterine  tent  of  compressed  sponge,  we 
imagine,  could  not,  though,  we  think,  the  uncomfortableness  following 
its  swelling,  makes  it  unadvisable  to  use  it,  unless  under  extreme  cir- 
cionstances. 

Br.  W.  H.  Triplett,  of  Woodstock,  Va.,  has  recorded  a  case  which, 
in  his  hands,  proved  fatal,  after  exhausting  the  application  of  all  the 
local  astringents,  giving  every  hour,  internally,  two  grains  of  acetate 
of  lead  and  a  grain  of  opium,  until  the  patient  fell  asleep,  and  plug- 
ging the  posterior  nares  with  soft  surgeons'  sponge. ,  After  the  plug- 
ging the  haemorrhage  was  checked  for  some  hours,  but  while  sitting  up 
in  bed  eating,  the  stream  commenced  trickling  down  beside  the  sponge, 
and  the  patient  bled  to  death.* 

•  JImUmI mtdSurgictd  RtfoHtt^  1S69. 
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We  have  only  been  able  to  find  one  account  of  the  post-mortem 
signs  exhibited  by  the  sohneiderian  membrane  after  death  from  epi- 
stazis.  This  was  related  by  Mr.  Crisp  before  the  London  Medical  So- 
ciety in  1839,  and  was  the  case  of  a  woman  who  had  lost  a  large 
quantity  of  blood,  (estimated  at  four  quarts),  before  the  nostnls 
were  plugged.  She  died  after  the  operation  in  convulsions,  and  af- 
ter death  Mr.  Crisp  says:  '*0n  removing  the  right  nasal  and  supe- 
rior maxillary  bones,  the  body  of  the  sphenoid  and  the  orbital  pktes 
of  the  frontal,  the  mucous-membrane  of  the  nose  and  the  sinuBes 
were  examined  with  great  care,  but  no  vessel  could  be  discoveied 
from  which  the  blood  had  passed.  The  membrane  over  the  inner  por- 
tion of  the  turbinated  bone  was  in  a  state  of  slight  ecchymosis,  and  a 
small  clot  of  blood  was  in  contact  with  it.'** 

Probably  some  present  may  think  an  apology  due,  for  detaining 
you  BO  long  upon  so  small  a  subject  as  "bleeding  at  the  nose;"  bnt 
those  of  you  who  have  had,  or  in  future  may  ever  have,  a  desperate 
case  requiring  plugging  of  the  posterior  nares,  will  hardly  think  the 
affection  a  trifling  one,  whether  what  I  have  said  has  been  worth  listen- 
ing to  or  not. 


THE  TRUE  AND  THE  FALSE  IN  THE  PROFESSION  OF 
MEDICINE.  

BT  DR.   WILSON   H0BB8,   CARTHAGE,  INDIANA. 

(Bead  before  the  Union  Medical  Society  at  KnIghUtown,  Indiana,  at  their  April 
and  by  thefr  order  offered  for  publication.) 


{Oomtlmmd  from  Oe  Angtut  JVtimW.) 

But  the  most  gigantic  system  of  quackery  that  ever  cursed  the 
world,  and  surely  we  may  expect  none  greater,  is  our  present  institu- 
tion of  Patent  Medicines.  It  is  a  loathsome  disease  which  has  Idts- 
ded  the  whole  earth  from  pole  to  pole,  and  from  ocean  to  ocean.  While 
it  has  made  princely  fortunes  of  ill-gotten  gain  for  a  few  designing 
men,  it  has  filled  the  land  with  mourning  and  the  whole  earth  witb 
lamentation.  Satan  has  thoroughly  equipped  patent  medicine  venders 
with  his  whole  armor  of  falsehood  and  deceit.  There  is  not  a  dis- 
ease, however  malignant,  which  they  no  not  promise  to  cure — there  is 
not  a  pain  they  do  not  promise  to  relieve — there  is  not  a  wound  they 
do  not  promise  to  heal.  


*L9mdom  Lmmeti,  18M,  Tol.  II. 
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The  world  is  flooded  with  bitten,  tonics,  anti-periodics,  alteratives^ 
sjrups,  balmSf  balsams,  pain-killers,  pain-reliefs,  paiR-paints,  pain- 
extracters,  pectorals,  expectorants,  panaceas,  cholagogues,  mixtures^ 
extracts,  embrocations,  liniments,  salves,  blood-purifiers,  blood-regen- 
erators, oils,  lo«enges,  plasters,  vermifuges,  ointments,  and  pills,  enough 
to  fight  all  the  battles  of  the  world,  if  they  were  made  of  heavier 
metal. 

The  etymology  of  every  language  in  the  world,  from  the  Hottentot 
to  the  Anglo-Saxon,  is  taxed  to  furnish  names  for  these  vile  com- 
pooBda.  A  large  department  in  our  country  stores  is  always  allotted 
to  them,  and  each  neighborhood  post  office  is  sure  to  be  supplied. 
The  drug  store  must  allot  at  least  every  other  shelf  to  theu,  and  no 
reputable  newspaper  thinks  it  right  to  appear  with  less  than  two  pages 
devoted  to  their  wonderful  merits*  They  have  so  entirely  monopo* 
liied  the  almanac  business,  that  now-a-daya  one  can  not  look  for  the 
day  of  the  month  or  the  change  of  the  moon,  without  being  insulted 
by  a  patent  medicine  advertisement.  The  public  highways  are  made 
disgusting  by  the  indecent  and  lying  notices  printed  upon  the  fences 
and  out-houses,  where  the  eye  of  the  traveler  may  chance  to  fall. 
Every  means  which  the  arts  of  civilized  life  have  supplied  for  the 
communication  of  intelligence  is  prostituted  to  this  ignoble  purpose, 
that  tkere  may  not  be  a  victim  of  disease  or  accident  upon  the  broad 
earth  from  which  something  may  not  be  filched!  The  appeals  for 
public  patronage  are  addressed  to  every  generous  impulse  and  noble 
sentiment  of  the  human  heart.  '*  If  it  were  possible  they  would  de- 
ecive  the  very  elect." 

Let  us  analyze  some  of  these  popular  medicines,  and  see  what 
they  are  worth.  Of  those  designed  for  inter^gil  use,  the  most  are  ap- 
plicable to  chronic  disease  if  to  any  at  all,  and  may  readily  be  divided 
into  three  great  classes,  viz :  expectorants,  alteratives  and  tonics,  to 
rait  the  three  great  families  of  disease,  viz:  of  the  pulmonary  and 
digestive  organs,  and  of  the  general  nutrient  system.  If  the  nostrum 
he  designed  for  pulmonary  disease,  the  advertisement  will  set  out  with 
tn  enumeration  of  all  the  symptoms  and  conditions  which  can  possibly 
arise  in  tbe  various  diseases  of  these  organs,  either  acute  or  chronic, 
presenting  them  as  so  many  separate  diseases,  and  closing  by  saying 
that  this  wonderful  preparation  will  certainly  cure  them  all ;  and  won- 
derful indeed  it  would  be  if  it  could  be  made  to  answer  so  many  dif- 
ferent conditions. 

Ayev's  cherry  pectoral  is  designed  for  such  diseases,  and  is  com* 
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posed  of  the  ejrap  of  wild  oberrj  tree  bark,  Urtar  emetic  and  acetate 
of  morphia.  This  would  be  a  good  prescriptioii  for  some  cases  of 
congb,  bat  it  can  not  cure  consumption,  and  no  one  who  understands 
the  pathology  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  would  recommend  its  continued 
use  in  that  disease.  It  is  a  suitable  prescription  in  but  a  yrerj  small 
number  of  the  cases  in  which  it  is  paraded  as  a  positive  cure ;  yet  thou* 
sands  of  unfortunate  invalids  have  been  induced  by  flaming  advertise- 
ments and  manufactured  certificates,  to  place  all  their  earthly  hopes 
upon  its  delusive  promises,  until,  when  undeceived,  they  were  upon 
the  brink  of  the  grave  from  which  nothing  could  rescue  them.  So  of 
the  whole  class  of  villainous  balmS)  balsams,  extracts,  cholagogues, 
Ac.  There  is  nothing  new  about  them,  and  very  little  that  is  useful. 
Their  great  success  arises  from  the  fact  that  many  persons  suppose 
themselves  sick  who  are  not  so,  and  after  using  half  a  cord  of  bottles 
of  some  panacea,  they  have  but  to  suppose  themselves  well  again  to 
bo  so. 

Of  the  fkmily  of  pill,  rhubarb,  aloes  and  soap  are  the  constit* 
uents  of  ninety -nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  those  which  are  cathar- 
tic, and  of  those  which  are  tonic,  the  bitter  extracts  with  sometimes 
the  addition  of  a  little  iron  will  tell  the  story  of  them  all.  Among 
the  liniments  there  is  little  choice  and  little  difference  of  composition. 
The  volatile  oils,  capsicum,  camphor  and  alcohol  constitute  the  whole 
of  them,  and  I  would  not  give  the  snap  of  my  finger  for  the  difference 
between  them.  Perry  Davis*  pain-killer  is  little  else  than  tr.  of  capsi- 
cum. 

The  most  useful  class  of  patent  medicines  are  those  which  have 
the  least  medical  effect.  Swain,  Townsend  and  Bull  each  made  princely 
fortunes  by  the  sale  of  the  syrup  of  a  drug  almost  destitute  of  medical 
qualities.  I  am  sorry  that  this  occasion  will  not  allow  me  to  do  jus- 
tice to  this  villainous  traffic. 

Neither  will  time  allow  me  to  discuss  the  more  humble  quack  sys- 
tems and  quack  doctors.  I  can  barely  stop  to  mention  Indian  doctors 
who  go  to  heathenism  to  learn  science.  Since  my  attention  was  di- 
rected to  medicine  I  resided  two  years  among  the  savages  upon  our 
Western  border,  and  while  there  I  took  especial  pains  to  learn  what 
the  Indians  know  about  disease  and  its  treatment.  The  properties  of 
a  fbw  plants  are  known  to  them.  They  frequently  cord  the  arm  and 
draw  blood  with  sharpetted  flint ;  but  aside  from  a  few  simple  means, 
they  rely  wholly  upon  conjuration  and  incantation.  They'  have  ftw 
diseases  amongst  them,  and  these  few  are  acute — tJHwIy  ehronio.    The 
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msoB  they  are  so  stout  and  hardy  a  people  is  not  their  sueoessfal 
treatment  of  disease,  but  their  mode  of  life,  which  nips  in  infancy  all 
who  have  not  iron  constitutions — thus  prerenting  the  transmission  of 
hereditary  weaknesses. 

We  have  root-doctors,  too,  whose  eyes,  like  their  brother  rooters, 
•ever  take  in  the  light  of  the  sun — Scotch  doctors,  that  old  Scotia 
would  blush  to  own— ^wind-doctors,  who  blow  fire  out  of  burns  and 
scalds.  These  were  important  inventions  in  the  days  of  steam-doc- 
tors— ^blood-doctors  who,  without  making  a  peg,  can  stay  hemor- 
rhages— conjuring  doctors,  who  can  cure  disease  by  touch,  &c.  Your 
patience  would  tire  were  I  to  recount  the  whole  race  of  quacks. 

Let  us  look  at  the  general  character  and  professional  attainments 
of  these  monstrosities.  Whatever  system  of  medicine  we  may  favor, 
whatever  opinions  of  disease  and  its  proper  treatment  we  may  enter- 
tain, the  structure  of  our  bodies  is  the  same,  and  we  should  equally 
and  alike  understand  anatomy ;  the  functions  of  the  organs  are  the  same 
tad  we  should  alike  understand  physiology.  So  of  all  the  several 
branches  which  go  to  make  up  the  science,  except  pathology  and  thera- 
peutics. Here  are  the  only  points  upon  which  we  can  differ.  Hence, 
whether  a  man  is  a  steam-doctor,  root-doctor,  hydropathist,  homoeopath- 
ist,  allopathist,  or  what  else,  the  same  diligent  and  patient  industry, 
the  same  protracted  and  persevering  research,  are  necesary  to  fit  him 
to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  human  life  at  the  bedside.  There  are 
to  my  knowlege,  and  there  have  never  been,  but  two  systems  of 
medical  practice,  aside  from  the  regular  profession,  which  conferred 
the  degree  M.  D.,  or  required  a  preliminary  education  to  practice. . 

In  the  days  of  Thompsonianism  ^  knew  many  self-styled  doctors 
who  never  read  medicine  a  month  before  commencing  practice,  and 
never  in  my  life  did  I  know  one  who  understood  medicine  as  a  science, 
or  who  looked  into  books  for  knowledge.  So  of  the  whole  spawn  of 
medical  pretenders.  Their  art,  if  they  can  be  said  to  have  any,  is  not 
founded  on  a  science,  and  they  study  no  science  to  acquire  an  art. 

Examine  the  nest  of  Indian  doctors,  Uroscopian  doctors.  Physio- 
medical  doctors,  and  the  whole  kith  and  kin  of  the  race  of  empirics, 
and  we  can  not  but  rejoice  that  they  disclaim  the  use  of  calomel  and 
the  hincet — these  would  be  dangerous  means  in  such  hands,  used  with* 
out  knowledge  and  guided  without  judgment.  These  remarks  apply 
with  equal  force  to  all  pretenders,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  regulat 
school.  Unfortunately  some  ape  the  scientific  profession,  who  have 
no  fitness  for  their  high  duties.     All  such  should  be  made  responsi- 
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ble  in  our  conrts  of  law,  for  there  is  no  good  reason  why  erery  mtii 
who  obtains  money  by  false  pretenses,  be  those  pretenses  what  they 
may,  should  not  be  punished  for  his  perfidy. 

Most  of  these  pretenders  vest  their  spleen  upon  certain  drugs  used 
by  the  scientific  profession,  while  they  accept  many  or  most  others 
which  we  use.  They  first  object  to  mineral  mediciftesr^they  would 
shut  out  from  tkeir  catalogue  everything  but  vegetable  simples ;  veget- 
able simples  alone  is  their  motto,  and  with  this  upon  their  lips,  ninety- 
nine  out  of  every  hundred  prescriptions  which  the  knavish  fools  make 
contain  one  or  more  minerals.  What  is  a  mineral?  '*  A  body  desti- 
tute of  organisation,  and  which  naturally  exists  within  the  earth  or 
at  its  surface."  We  eat  minerals,  and  drink  them,  and  breathe  them, 
and  they  are  contiually  floating  around  us — indeed  our  bodies  are  but 
an  aggregation  of  mineral  matter,  united  by  fixed  cohesive  and  chem- 
ical laws,  and  organized  and  made  alive  by  certain  vital  processes. 
Hence  minerals  can  not  be  very  dangerous  things  after  all. 

Some  sects  say  it  is  not  mineraUto  which  we  object,  but  the  jpmcm- 
am  mtneraU,  Well,  if  we  go  to  casting  poisons  out  of  the  <'kit," 
why  not  cast  out  vegetable  poisons  also?  The  moat  violent  poisoos 
which  nature  or  art  has  ever  produced  are  from  the  vegetable  king- 
dom— ^indeed,  there  are  few  mineral  poisons  of  any  considerable  po- 
tency. 

A  substance  may  er  may  not  be  poisonous  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  is  used  and  the  q^uantity  taken.  One  grain 
of  arsenic  is  a  poison — onorsixteenth  of  a  grain  is  pot;  ten  grains  of 
opium  is  a  poison — one  grain  is  not.  So  we  must  not  set  drugs  aside 
because  they  are  poisons,  or  we  will  have  little  left. 

But  the  most  decided  objections  are  brought  against  ealomel,  opium, 
blistering  and  the  lancet.  I  can  not  now  discuss  the  merits  of  these 
remedies,  or  the  nature  of  the  objections  brought  against  them ;  but  I 
will  here  say  that  did  I  believe  that  calomel  had  produced  one  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  miseries  imputed  to  it,  I  would  cast  it  from  me 
despised  and  detested. 

But  I  know  the  accusation  false  as  im|>uted.  The  honest  histoiy  of 
the  drug — the  testimony  of  the  prefession — my  own  observaUon  and 
experience  so  prove.  I  know  it  to  be  a  mild  medicine,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  potent  agent.  It  should  be  administered  only  by  those  who 
mnderstand  its  properties  and  uses — the  same  may  be  said  of  all  reme^ 
dies.  It  has,  doubtless,  sometimes  produced  bad  efiects,  but  I  have 
never  seen  such.     I  have  been  nearly  twenty  years  engaged  in  the 
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practice  of  medicine — three  years  an  army  surgeon — ^where  many  thou- 
fland  sick  passed  under  my  eye,  and  in  all  that  time  I  have  but  once 
seen  a  mercurial  ulcer  as  large  as  a  wafer.  I  am  nearly  forty-six  years 
old,  and  never  yet  saw  a  case  of  mercurial  gangrene — ^have  seen  but 
two  cases  in  which  an  intelligent  jury  would  decide  that  mercury  had 
left  permanent  traces  behind  it.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  I  have  seen 
hnndreds  of  cases  in  which  it  gave  the  only  hope  of  life. 

But  even  admitting  that  sad  effects  sometimes  follow  its  use,  sci- 
ence has  furnished  us  no  substitute  for  it,  and  it  is  far  better  that  a 
few  should  bear  its  permanent  traces  than  that  many  more  should  die 
without  it. 

We  frequently  hear  persons  who  have  arisen  from  what  was  for 
weeks  or  months  thought  to  be  a  death-bed — with  impaired  constitu- 
tions, attribute  all  their  infirmities  to  the  strong  medicine  they  took 
while  sick,  especially  to  the  calomel  and  quinine — not  once  dreaming 
that  the  disease  which  brought  them  to  ^^  death's  door,"  could  have 
done  them  any  permanent  harm.  All  injuries  must  be  saddled  upon 
the  friends  that  come  to  the  rescue — nothing  upon  the  enemy  that 
made  the  attack.  This  parade  against  ^^ strong  medicine**  is  made  to 
deceive.  Suppose  an  invading  army  were  landed  upon  our  shore, 
would  we  send  boys  to  drive  them  back?  If  an  armed  assassin  should 
attack  your  family,  would  you  send  a  child  to  the  rescue?  As  well 
might  we  in  cases  of  malignant  disease,  go  forward  to  meet  the  grim 
monster  death,  and  give  him  battle  with  milk  and  water  forces.  Such 
attacks  demand  the  whole  artillery  of  medication,  and  even  then  the 
assailant  is  too  often  victor.  The  defence  should  be  wisely  propor- 
tioned to  the  invading  force.  To-day  I  was  called  to  see  a  lady,  suf- 
fering from  acute  inflammation  of  a  vital  organ.  As  I  moved  my  seat 
to  the  table  to  arrange  my  prescription,  she  said  to  me :  "  Please,  Doc- 
tor— ^please  don't  give  me  any  strong  medicine.  I  am  so  weak  I  can't 
bear  it."  She  knows  not  why  she  is  so  weak.  She  does  not  realize 
that  an  armed  foe  has  taken  complete  possession  of  her,  and  bound 
her  hand  and  foot,  and  that  none  but  a  mightier  than  he  can  dispos- 
sess him. 

But  we  must  not  pursue  this  subject  Airther,  interesting  as  it  is. 
We  have  thus  hastily  reviewed  a  few  of  the  .Quack  systeips  and  Quack 
doctors  which,  during  the  last  few  years,  and  at  present,  have  ckiimed 
and  now  claim  the  honors  and  profits  of  the  profession  of  medicine. 
From  the  greatest  to  the  least  of  them,  they  have  no  settled  princi- 
ples founded  upon  reason  or  science,  but  are  made  up  of  a  few  specifte 
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nodes  and  unoertain  opinions;  and,  wandering  from  these,  they  be- 
come self-contradiotory  and  lost.  Like  will-o'-the-wisps,  they  arise 
from  the  bog  in  which  they  are  born,  to  daule  and  mislead  the  credu- 
lous beholders — ^flonrish  their  brief  hour  in  darkness  and  clouds,  and 
disappear  to  make  place  for  a  successor.  Whereas  true  medicine  has 
gone  onward,  right  onward,  gathering  wisdom  from  eyery  age,  country 
and  clime.  The  sleeping  centuries  have  not  dimmed  the  lustre  of  her 
eye,  or  silyered  her  aged  locks,  but  with  the  freshness,  vigor  and  elas- 
ticity of  youth,  she  steps  right  onward  with  the  majesty  of  a  queen. 
The  firuits  of  beneficence  and  love  are  scattered  wherever  her  foot- 
stejps  tread ;  and  when  her  arm  is  too  short  to  save,  she  drops  a  tear 
and  points  to  Ood. 

**HAil,  Doble  Qtt«enl    Speed  onward—right  on  I" 
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The  following  is  a  report  of  gunshot  wounds  which  came  under 
my  personal  observation  and  care  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  is 
taken  from  the  original  record  made  by  myself  during  the  period  of 
the  existence  of  the  field  hospital,  (about  six  weeks,)  of  which  I  had 
charge. 

The  wounded  were,  generally,  men  of  robust  constitution  and  in 
fine  physical  condition  at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  their  injuries. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  situation  of  the  field-hospital  was  on 
an  eminence,  at  the  foot  of  which  flowed  a  bold  stream  which  supplied 
us  with  an  abundance  of  f^sh,  clear  water.  The  shelter  which  I  pre- 
ferred and  obtained  was  the  single  tent-fiy.  Each  one  was  so  stretched 
over  the  ridge-pole  as  to  be  about  three  feet  from  the  ground  on  the 
sides,  and  of  course  the  ends  were  entirely  open.  Three  men  were  as 
many  as  were  placed  under  one  shelter.  Perfect  drainage  was  accom- 
plished by  ditching  and  by  the  natural  declivity  upon  which  the  hospi- 
tal was  established. 

As  the  reader  is  aware,  the  season  was  nearly  mid-summer — in- 
tense sunlight,  alternating  with  frequent  showers. 

Police  duty  was  daily  performed  by  detailed  nurses  and  convales- 
cents. 
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All  debris  was  carefully  remeyed  and  buried  in  sinks,  into  which 
fresh  earth  was  daily  thrown. 

Owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  number  of  tent-flies,  about  seventy- 
five  men  were  placed  in  contiguous  houses.  These  wounded  congratu- 
lited  themselves  upon  what  they  conceived  to  be  good  fortune,  but 
which  I  would  have  been  glad  to  avoid ;  and  the  result  proved  what  I 
expected,  namely,  a  greater  mortality  and  slower  recovery  in  the 
houses  than  under  the  flies.  This  experience  accords  with  all  my  pre- 
fious  and  subsequent  observation  of  field-hospitals.  Nor  can  I  attrib- 
ute this  difference  in  mortality  aud  recovery  to  any  difference  in  the 
elaas  of  cases  in  the  respective  situations.  Of  the  wounds  here  re- 
ported, the  majority  of  complications  of  tetanus  and  all  of  the  cases 
of  hospital-gangrene,  erysipelas  and  pyasmia  occurred  in  the  houses. 

Some  explanation  is  due  to  those  not  acquainted  with  the  great 
difficulty,  nay,  impossibility  of  making  a  full  and  satisfactory  record 
at  such  a  time  and  under  such  circumstances. 

There  were  many  individual  cases  whose  intimate  history  would 
have  been  of  great  interest  to  the  profession,  and  which  would  have 
afforded  me  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  report,  but  the  press  not 
only  of  professional  but  of  executive  business  on  such  occasions  ren- 
ders a  close  record  of  each  individual  case  impossible.  Many  of  the 
salient  points  of  these  cases  I  remember,  but  in  matters  of  this  kind 
I  prefer  to  adhere  to  records  made  at  the  time,  lest  I  might,  unwit- 
tingly, be  led  and  lead  others  into  mistake. 

These  records,  if  valuable  at  all,  are,  therefore,  chiefly  so  in  a  gen- 
eral statistical  point  of  view,  and  I  give  them  to  the  profession  for 
vhat  they  are  worth : 


SITUATION  OV  THE  WOUNDS. 
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SITUATION  OF  THE  WOUNDS. 


Breast 

Side 

Shoulder.. 

Knee 

Elbow 

Head 

WriBt 

Hand 

PeniB 

Total. 


Namb*r 


17 
11 
14 
8 
1 
6 
1 
2 
1 


Perot's 

of 
Deaths. 


29 

37 

50 


271 


S7 


14 


With  the  exception  of  four  shell-wounds,  all  were  caused  by  small 
projectiles — a  fact  accounted  for  by  both  the  comparative  infrequency 
and  fatality  of  shell- wounds. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  total  number  of 
cases  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-one;  that  the  total  number  of 
deaths  was  thirty-seven,  that  the  per  centage  of  deaths  was  thirteen. 

There  were  thirty -four  amputations  performed,  eight  deaths  result- 
ing thereafter,  making  twenty -four  per  cent,  of  deaths  subsequent  to 
amputation.  The  adjoining  table  exhibits  the  mortality  following 
amputations  of  the  several  parts  : 


Number 


Forearm. 
Humerus. 

Thigh 

Leg 

Total 


Deaths. 


PerCt'g 

of 
Deathi, 


57 
38 


34 


24 


It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  circular  operation  was  performed 
wherever  practicable,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

The  death  against  the  amputations  of  the  forearm  was  caused  by  a 
wound  of  the  right  lung,  received  simultaneously  with  that  of  the 
arm. 

Of  the  three  deaths  against  amputations  of  the  leg,  one  case  died 
of  tetanus — one  suffered  amputation  of  both  legs  simultaneously — 
and  one  was  a  secondary  operation,  and  died  of  pyaemia. 
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t)f  the  four  deaths  against  amputions  of  the  thigh,  two  cases  died 
«f  tetanus — two  died  of  pyaamia,  and  were  secondary  openU^ions — all 
were  at  or  above  middle  third  of  the  thigh. 

In  all,  there  were  three  secondary  amputations,  and  all  proved 
fatal— death  occurring  from  pyaemia. 

One  resection  of  the  shoulder-joint  was  successfully  performed 
hj  Dr.  Lewis,  now  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  very  soon  after  the  receipt  of 
the  wound.  The  head  of  the  humerus  was  removed  with  an  inch  of 
the  shaft.  I  am  told  that  at  this  time  the  patient  perceives  little  dif- 
ference i&  the  utility  of  his  arms. 

No  secondary  hemorrhage  occurred  to  complicate  any  case. 

Nine  fractures  occurred  not  requiring  operative  interference  be- 
jend  the  simple  removal  of  comminuted  bone.  All  promised  to  make 
a  good  recovery  at  the  time  they  were  removed  to  the  general  hospital. 
The  situation  and  relative  numbers  of  the  fractures  is  as  follows : 

Forearm,  two;  humerus,  four;  clavical,  one ;  leg,  one;  thigh,  one; 
iraetnres  requiring  no  operative  interference,  nine. 

Visceral  wounds  Were  attended  witb  the  following  mortality : 


Number  Deaths, 


Per  Ct'g 

-of 
Deaths. 


i^toneam  and  bowel8.< 

Biwn 

Total - 


100 


19 


14 


74 


Wounds  of  joints  were  attended  with  the  following  mortality : 


Kombr 

Died. 

PerOt'K 

of 
Deaths. 

Knee 

Hbow - 

Wrist 

8 

1 
1 
5 
7 

3 

i 

38 

Ankle 

Sioiilder 

20 

Total... 

22 

4 

18 

JS4}  operative  interference  was  allowed  in  any  of  these  wounds,  ex- 
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cept  tbe  reseotioD  of  the  shoulder-joint  in  one  instance,  and  amputa- 
tion in  two  instances. 

The  comparative  liability  of  Afferent  regions  to  injary  in  battle^ 
according  to  this  report,  as  irell  as  the  number  and  per  centage  of 
deaths,  may  be  seen  from  tho  following  table: 


VvmVt 


Died. 


or 


1.  Inferior  extremity. . 

2.  Trunk 

3.  Superior  extremity.. 

4.  Face. 

5.  Neck 

6.  Head 

7.  Qenitai  oigans 


127 

n 

40 

a 

7 
6 


Total.. 


271 


14 

17 

2 


87 


n 

22 
5 

14 
6» 


14 


Of  seven  oases  of  tetanus,  three  occurred  after  amputation — al) 
died.  Of  the  wounds  of  the  abdomen,  one  is  especially  worthy  ef 
mention. 

It  occurred  to  ''John  Dowdy,  Company  G,  twenty -eighth  regiment.'* 
He  was  struck  by  a  minnie  ball  just  below  the  ensiform  cartilage^ 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  the  next  morning  ke  passed  the  ball 
by  the  rectum  imbedded  in  natural  fttces. 

This  is  not  so  strange  as  the  fact  that  he  recovered  without  any 
appreciable  constitutional  disturbance  beyoud  that  produced  by  opium. 

The  other  deaths  not  accounted  for  (nine)  occurred  from  the  shock 
of  woundy  tetanus,,  dysentery  and  pyaemia. 


THE  FOECES  OF  ORGANIC  LIFE— HOW  INFLUENCED  BY 
CHLOROFORM  IN  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  ANiESTHASIA 
AND  DEATH.  

BT  Z.  0.  M*ELBOT,  M.  D.,  OF  ZANE8VUB,  OHIO, 
Pmldettt  M  ukinrim  Comity  MedlMd  8<Ml*tj. 


Many  years  since — the  writer  is  no  longer  young — the  following 
incident  was  read,  when  or  where,  not  now  recollected. 

An  Englishman,  after  ship-wreck,  found  himself  on  au  island,, 
among  a  people  whose  Language  he  did  not  understand.     This  added 
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«o  »acli  to  his  other  misfortuDes  and  difficulties,  that  he  coneeiyed  the 
•idea  that  a  common  education  in  all  civilized  countries  should  include 
a  universal  language  of  signs,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  might  pos- 
sibly be  thrown  together  speaking  different  languages.  In  due  time 
he  reached  home,  and  immediately  set  about  carrying  his  idea  into  prac- 
tical effect.  For  this  purpose  he  visited  the  great  seats  of  learning  in 
and  about  London,  but  met  with  little  or  no  encouragement,  save  that 
at  one  of  these  he  was  informed  that  there  was  such  a  chair,  with  a 
professor,  in  Edinburgh.  He  at  once  hastened  off  to  that  city.  Thoso 
in  London  who  had  told  him  this  to  get  rid  of  him,  finding  him  so 
much  in  earnest,  wrote  to  some  acquaintances  connected  with  the  Uni- 
versity there,  to  humor  his  whim  when  he  arrived,  and  give  him  an  au- 
dience. On  inquiry  of  the  janitor  at  Edinburgh,  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  a  professor  of  a  universal  language  by  signs,  and  that  he 
would  be  in  his  rooms  at  a  certain  hour.  The  matter  was  taken  in 
hand  by  a  few  students,  who  imposed  the  duty  of  acting  the  professor 
upon  the  rather  sharp  witted  janitor,  who  had  lost  an  eye.  At  tho 
appointed  hour,  the  stranger  was  promptly  at  the  University,  and  waa 
conducted  to  the  professor's  room.  On  entering  he  held  up  one  fin- 
ger. The  janitor,  in  reply,  held  up  three.  There  were  other  signs 
exchanged,  but  these  two  serve  my  present  purpose.  After  being 
bowed  out  of  the  professor's  room,  he  was  met  by  the  mischievous  stu- 
dents, who  eagerly  inquired  of  him  about  his  interview.  The  English- 
man replied  by  stating  that  on  entering  he  held  up  one  finger,  to  sig- 
nify that  there  was  but  one  God.  The  professor  had  held  up  three,, 
signifying  that  Ood  existed  in  the  three  persons,  the  Trinity,  &c.,  &o. 
Their  next  object  was  to  obtain  the  janitor's  account;  who  said  that 
the  Englishman  was  very  personal  and  impudent,  for  on  entering  the 
room,  he  had  held  up  one  finger  to  signify  that  he,  the  janitor,  had 
but  one  eye.  In  return,  he  said  he  had  held  up  three  fingers,  to  sig- 
nify that  they  had  three  eyes  between  them. 

The  article  on  "Death  from  Chloroform,"*  by  Dr.  Jones  of  Circle- 
ville,  0.,  recalled  this  incident  to  memory.  Though  our  subjects  aro 
not  identical,  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  close  relationship;  sufficiently 
so,  perhaps,  to  be  practically  treated  as  such.  He  thinks  my  theoret- 
ical explanation  of  the  conversion  of  gravity  into  organic  force,f  in 
resuscitation  from  impending  death,  due  to  overdoses  of  choroform,. 
very  absurd.     That  may  be  so;  but  it  seems  to  me  he  fails  to  show  it 
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to  be  80,  either  bj  facts  or  reasoniDg.  That  it  was  theoretical  on  mj 
part  is  DOt  an  argument  against  the  truth  of  the  explanation  giTen;- 
foT  the  only  originator  of  action  can  be  theory,  and  the  choice  lies 
between  one  that  is  hap-haxzard,  and  one  that  is  adopted  on  rational 
grounds."* 

Three  facts  are,  however,  recognised  by  both  of  us:  One,  that  over- 
doses of  chloroform  have  produced  death ;  another,  that  by  all  quan- 
tities, small  or  large,  life  is  often  placed  in  jeopardy;  third,  that  those 
so  imperiled  are  frequently  resuscitated. 

Now,  the  actual  death,  or  peril  to  life,  after  the  inhaltftion  of  chlo- 
roform, and  resuscitation  from  impending  death,  do  not  occur  by  chanee 
or  accident;  bat,  like  all  other  phenomena  of  organic  life,  are  in  obe- 
dience to  invariable  laws,  and  correct  philosophic  ezplanatron  of  the 
events,  hinges  upon  connecting  them  properly  with  the  laws  gOTem- 
ing  organic  dynamics.  Permit  me,  therefore,  space  for  further  explan- 
ation. 

From  OUT  articles,  it  is  evident  that  Br.  Jones  and  myself  look  at 
organic  dynamics  from  very  different  stand -points,  t>r  the  conclusions 
we  arrive  at  would  hardly  vary  so  much;  for  iSiey  are  as  diverse  as 
the  interpretations  of  holding  up  one  and  three  fingers,  respectiyely, 
by  the  shipwrecked  Englishman  and  Edinburgh  janitor. 

Through  two  decades  of  professional  experience  the  human  body 
and  life  were  mysteries,  and  therapeutics  a  muddle;  though  Homer, 
Jackson  and  Wood  had  explained  them  to  me,  as  they  had  done  to 
thousands  before  and  since.  It  was  somehow  comprehended,  thoagk 
not  very  clearly,  that  human  bodies  were  constructed  out  of  the  food 
eaten  ^  but  then  there  were  so  many  isolated  and  contradictory  facts 
in  regard  to  it,  all  resting  on  equally  good  ^'authority"  in  such  mat- 
ters, that  I  was  contented  to  learn,  in  therapeutics,  that  "tetanus" 
had  been  " successfiilly  treated  with  calabar  bean,"  or  that  "chest- 
nut leaves"  were  good  for  " whooping-cough,"f  &o.,  Ac.  And  so, 
chewing  the  cud  of  contentment,  relied  on  "authority"  in  all  matters 
professional ;  not,  however,  without  many  misgivings  as  to  its  propriety, 
and  longings  for  a  "more  excellent  way." 

Some  years  since  a  review  of  a  book  was  read  whose  subject  was 
"The  Correlation  and  Conservation  of  Forces."  At  that  time  I  was 
somewhat  anxiously  casting  about  for  a  subject  for  a  "valedictory  ad- 
dress," to  be  delivered  to  the  society  which  has  so  often  honored  me 
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by  electing  me  its  presiding  officer.  No  tinie  was  lost  in  obtaining  tbe 
book,  an  American  republication,  as  well  as  some  English  works,  and, 
in  fact,  all  that  bad  been  published  on  the  subject  at  home  or  abroad. 
The  society  was  notified  several  months  in  advance  of  the  subjects  of 
the  valedictory,  which  was  received  as  a  pleasantry  rather  than  as  a 
matter  of  scientific  interest;  and  so,  I  was  nick-named  '^The  Forces." 
Though  frequently  inquired  of  about  "The  Forces,"  nothing  was  said 
in  reply  but  badinage^  until  the  valedictory  was  read.  It  was  received 
with  much  surprise;  though  the  members  are  remarkable  for  their 
general  and  professional  culture.  In  subsequent  papers  read  to  the 
society,  or  published,  correlation  of  force  has  been  pushed  into  prac- 
tical medicine  farther  than  by  any  other,  no  matter  what  his  position 
in  the  world  of  science  and  letters,  known  to  me,  on  either  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  Many  other  circumstances  gradually  led  me,  step  by  step, 
to  resolve  the  mystery  of  life  to  my  own  satisfaction.  It  was  made 
clear  to  me  that  the  human  body  was  composed  of  ordinary  elements, 
which  are  well  known,  and  controlled  by  forces  equally  well  known, 
save  in  one  particular.. 

A  germ  of  the  wheat  plant;  a  soil,  with  moisture,  light,  heat,  and 
the  atmosphere,  supplied  the  conditions  for  its  growth  and  multiplica- 
tion very  many  fold.  Its  seed,  after  undergoing  sundry  mechanical 
processes  of  grinding,  sifting,  &c.;  and  then  some  chemical  alterations, 
arrested  at  a  certain  stage  by  heat — baking  and  bre^id,  "  the  staff  of 
life,"  is  the  result.  Of  this  staff  of  life,  man  and  beast,  reptile  and 
bird,  fish  or  insect,  mollusk  or  worm  might  partake,  and  with  similar 
conditions  surrounding,  to-wit:  light,  heat  and  moisture,  with  the  oc- 
cult chemistry  and  dynamics  of  organic  life,  the  wheaten  loaf  formed 
tissues  for  all.  It  was  to  the  mode  of  force  which  thus,  out  of  the 
wheaten  loaf,  constructed  the  tissues  for  all,  that  the  term  ^'formless" 
or  "organizing"  was  suggested  and  applied,  because  the  wheaten  loaf 
was  certainly  "formless"  protoplasm — the  first  matter  or  "physical 
basis  of  life,"*  and  that  the  form  which  it  should  assume  when  eaten 
by  a  living  being,  depended  solely  on  what  that  living  being  should 
be;  whether  man  or  beast,  bird  or  fish,  reptile,  worm  or  insect; 
black,  or  white,  or  poly-'colored,  deformed  or  symetrical,  old  or  young, 
learned  or  unlearned,  civilized  or  savage ;  and  as  each  had  its  own  spe- 
cific forms,  the  power  or  force  which  gave  these  forms  would  be  accu- 
rately and  scientifically  expressed  by  the  terms  "form-force,"  or 
''architect  of  organization."     And  it  appeared  certain  that  the  force 

«Prof.  Hoxley,  ForfniyA/fy  Smime,  Feb.,  1869. 
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or  power  or  labor,  which  aasimilated  the  protoplasm — ^fint  matter  of 
life — to  each  of  these  forms,  was  bat  a  continuation  of  the  ordinary 
physical  forces  of  light,  heat,  &c.,  which  had  organised  from  carbonie 
acid,  ammonia,  water,  and  the  earthy  and  saline  constituents,  the  wheaten 
kernel  or  germ ;  and  as  the  potter  had  power  over  the  clay  to  make 
one  yessel  or  form  for  one  purpose,  and  another,  out  of  the  same  elay, 
for  another,  it  was  evident  that  in  all  forms,  whether  organic  or  inor- 
ganic, there  was  a  necessity  for  the  laborer  and  architect ;  that  thoiigk 
there  were  sometimes,  and  exceptionally,  combined  in  one  person,  ae 
in  the  potter,  making  the  forms  of  his  own  fancy  or  design,  thej  were, 
in  reality,  in  the  construction  of  organic  forms,  separate  modes  of 
force,  or  there  would  be  no  protoplasm,  or  first  matter  of  life  for  all — 
hence,  in  substituting  for  the  term  vitality — ^which  is  apparently  sin- 
gle, and  without  definite  meaning,  in  fact  used  to  cover  a  vast  masB  of 
ignorance,  and  repel  investigation,  two  terms,  expressive  of  exact  and 
definite  modes  of  force,  the  matter  to  my  mind  was  greatly  simplified; 
though  Dr.  Jones  thinks  that  the  multiplication  of  terms  has,  to  him, 
added  complexity.  .  But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  two  terms,  with  defi- 
nite meanings,  expressive  of  exact  facts  or  laws,  are  more  simple  than 
one  term  without  definite  meaning.  And  this  was  all  the  more  con- 
spicuous in  reasoning  them,  through  to  consequences.  Thus,  orer 
the  formless  or  organizing  force,  therapeutic  agents  unquestionaUy 
have  influence  to  promote  or  retard  its  operations  in  many  ways,  as  by 
low  temperature  and  rest,  the  velocity  of  tissue  waste  and  repair  are 
reduced  to  their  minimum ;  while  high  temperature  and  physical  labor, 
run  both  up  to  their  maximum,  as  exemplified  by  laborers  in  harrest 
fields. 

But  the  matter  of  form  is  beyond  the  control  of  remedial  agents. 
Two  weeks  since  it  was  my  privilege  to  assist  at  the  post-mortem  of  a 
child  twenty-two  months  old,  from  whom  was  taken  what  was  once  a 
mesenteric  gland,  but  then  was  a  formless  mass  weighing  eight  pounds, 
though  the  entire  little  patient,  tumor  and  all,  weighed  only  twentj- 
two.  Here  was  eight  pounds  of  organic  matter  out  of  normal  form  in 
a  child's  abdomen,  and  was  the  occasion  of  its  death  partly  by  me- 
chanical pressure  on  the  remaining  contents  of  the  abdominal  and  tho- 
racic cavities,  and  partly  by  the  appropriation  of  so  much  of  the  pro- 
toplasm eaten  by  the  child,  to  the  growth  of  the  abnormal  form. 

It  adds  nothing  to  our  knowledge  to  say  that  it  was  a  cancerous 
mass;  for  what  does  the  word  cancer  mean?  Why,  something  malig- 
nant and  awful — that  is  all.     The  tumor  was  constructed  out  of  the 
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same  first  matter  of  life  as  the  tissues  of  normal  form,  and  by  the 
same  organising  or  formless  force.  These  are  the  facts;  then  why  not 
say  that  the  normal  type  or  form  was  lost,  and  that  therapeutic  agents 
to  restore  it  are  unknown,  t.  e,,  over  that  mode  of  force  giying  and 
preserving  forms,  amidst  the  ceaseless  molecular  changes  of  organic 
tissues,  we  can,  by  remedial  agents,  exercise  no  control.  To  designate 
such,  the  term  was  suggested,  because  it  expresses  definitely  its  pur* 
poses  and  results  in  organic  life ;  and,  as  in  the  child*s  case,  organisa* 
tion  went  on,  producing  tissue  or  structure  of  one  uniform  type  for- 
eign to  the  body,  the  term  formless  was,  in  like  manner,  suggested,  as 
expressive  of  its  purposes  and  results.  The  little  patient  had  thera« 
peutic  agents  given  to  retard  the  operations  of  the  formless  force, 
which  probably  prolonged  its  life  many  days;  but,  as  they  had  no 
power  to  restore  lost  forms,  the  little  sufferer  passed  away.  Thera- 
peutic agents  can  and  do  promote  or  retard  the  operations  of  the  organ* 
ising  or  formless  force ;  but  cases  of  lost  forms  are  given  over  to  the 
surgeon,  whose  sole  power  lies  in  their  removal  or  destruction ;  and 
in  some  cases,  as  in  that  of  the  little  child,  he,  too,  is  powerless. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  therefore,  that  my  substitution  of  two  forms, 
with  definite  meanings,  for  one  without,  signifies  my  conceptions  and 
ideas  of  organic  life.  For  its  mystery,  apparently,  lies  solely  in  its 
forms.  The  same  formless  <<  first  matter  of  life,"  being  used  to  con« 
struct  all  organic  forms,  whether  in  man  or  beast,  reptile  or  bird,  fish 
or  worm,  mollusk  or  insect. 

This  explanation  and  justification  for  my  new  terms  and  division 
of  the  forces  of  organic  life,  would  be  esteemed  invulnerable,  were  it 
not  that  the  difficulties  of  "communication,''*  so  graphically  set  forth 
by  Mr.  Wasson,  are  remembered  and  realized.  These,  like  the  story 
of  the  Englishman  and  janitor,  remind  me  that,  certainly,  not  this 
side  of  the  millenium,  will  we  all  see  or  think  alike.  But  to  me  these 
definite  conceptions  of  the  forces  of  organic  life,  throw  a  flood  of 
light  upon  my  ministrations  to  the  sick,  and  explain  intelligible  form* 
ulflD  the  separate  provinces  of  the  physician  and  surgeon  in  the  man* 
agement  of  the  "disarrangements'*  of  the  human  body.  The  science, 
skill  and  art  of  the  surgeon  certainly  falls  outside  of  the  "healing 
art,*'  for  to  him  pre-eminently  belongs  the  province  of  destruction, 
iecundum  scienHam;  while  to  the  physician  is  committed  the  oftentimes 
difficult  task  of  "  promoting  here,  restraining  there,  and  so  bringing 
about  that  equilibrium  of  the  forces  of  life  which  constitute  health."f 

•AauntSo  MoHiUft  October,  1884. 
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In  dispoaing  of  Dr.  Jones'  objections  to  my  classification  of  the 
forces  of  organic  life,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  that  the  organizing  or 
formless  force,  is  certainly  a  co-relation  of  the  ordinary  physical  forces 
of  light,  heat,  &c.;  and  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  laborer — and  that  the 
form  force  is  the  architect — the  giver  and  preserver  of  form  with  the 
momentarily  changing  material  of  organic  tissues.  And  that  these 
relations  of  laborer  and  architect  are  constant  and  unchangeable,  so 
far  as  purposes  and  results  are  concerned  in  organic  life.  That  a  dis- 
turbance of  their  natural  relations  constitutes  disease — that  is  to  say, 
where  form  is  preserved,  but  repair  arrested,  or  where  form  is  lost  and 
repair  continues — the  one  medical,  the  other  surgical,  but  each  tend- 
ing to  death. 

In  the  consideration  of  impending  death,  or  death  forces  over  doses 
of  chloroform,  in  my  former  article,  they  were  considered  entirely 
from  a  dynamical  point  of  view.  When  enveloped  in  the  muddle  here- 
tofore spoken  of  in  regard  to  organic  life,  and  the  relations  of  thera- 
peutic agents  to  organic  structures,  such  terms  aa  ^^ asphyxia,"  '^ spasms 
of  the  glottis,"  &c.,  &c.,  had  to  satisfy  me  as  to  how  these  conditions 
were  brought  about.  But  when  held  down  squarely  to  consider  and 
realise  that  the  acts  of  the  circulation  and  respiration  were  due  to 
some  mode  of  force,  and  that  in  the  act  of  their  accomplishment  force 
was  not  destroyed,  but  correlated  in  some  other  mode  of  force,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  leave  them  entirely  out  of  consideration  as  too 
loose  or  indefinite  for  the  expression  of  the  solution  of  any  dynamic 
problem.  The  acts  of  circulation  respiration  require  power.  Where 
does  this  power  come  from?  Physiology  points  to  the  nerve  masses 
(not  nerves)  as  the  source.  Pathology  shows  that  it  does  not  reside 
in  the  nerves,  and  further  shows,  that  the  nerves  are  only  conductors 
of  force. . 

Again,  force  depends  always,  whether  in  organic  or  inorganic  na- 
tures, upon  change  of  matter.  Thus,  the  natural  forces  available  to 
man  for  mechanical  results,  are  gravity — ^as  full  of  water,  gravity  in 
every  such  instance  being  correlated  in  heat,  though  compelled  to  turn 
round  mill-stones  before  it  is  dispersed  as  heat.  Currents  of  wind — 
heat  being  correlated  as  mechanical  motion.  Combustion — chemical 
affinity— complex  organic  compounds  retroceding  to  simple  states — 
the  heat  correlated  in  organisation,  reappearing  during  their  oxidation 
or  combustion. 

So,  also,  in  organic  nature.  All  animal  life  depends  for  food,  at 
last,  on  the  vegetable  kingdom.     As  inorganic  elements  are  advanced 
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ift  organisatiofi,  light  and  beat  are  correlated,  consumed,  or  disappear^ 
and  form  part  of  tbe  organization  itself.  That  is  to  saj,  a  grain  of 
wheat  represents  so  much  C.  H.  N.  0.  S.  P.  +  light  and  heat  Upon 
the  return  of  these  eleme&ts  tcr  theis  states  in  nature,  the  heated  cor- 
related in  its  organization,  reappears.  If  it  were  not  the  law  that  all 
organic  compounds  represent  their  inovganie  elements,  plus  heat,  gard- 
ners  could  have  no  hot-beds  from  the  slow  ojudation  of  refuse  yegeta" 
hie  matter,  as  manure,  grasses,  &c.  Hence  the  formulae,  "for  everj 
dynamic  result,  there  must  be  change  of  matter." 

The  circulation  and  respiration  being  dynamic  results,  ie<^uire 
power  or  force  for  their  continuance.  That  force  depends  on  change 
of  mattery  and  death  by  chloroform  is  eertainly  due  to  an  arrest  of  the 
changes  of  natter,  which  furnishes  the  forces  for  each,  in  all  instances 
whatever.  Dr.  Jones  objects  to  tbe  formulae  that  death  by  chloroform 
is  always  due  to  paralysis  of  the  lungs,  or  heart,  or  both*  What  is 
paralysis?  Can  it  be  anything  else  than  a  suspension  of  the  power 
necessary  for  the  performance  of  their  functions?  Then,  again,  force 
in  organic  life  always  depends  on,  or  it  is  due  to,  oxidation.  How  can 
oxidation  be  carried  on  without  oxygen? 

Dr.  Jones  speaks  of  the  '<  respiratory  sense,"  by  this,  perhaps, 
meaning  the  *' hunger,"  as  it  were,  of  the  capilliaries  for  oxygen.  As 
this  was  not  alluded  to  in  any  way  in  my  article  on  the  conversion  of 
gravity  into  organic  force,  it  requires  no  notice  here. 

The  remainder  of  Jones'  physiology  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  little 
^^fo^y."  My  understanding  is,  that  destructive  metamorphosis  in  the 
living  body,  for  the  production  of  dynamic  force,  can  only  take  place 
where  oxygen  is  supplied ',  and  that  atmospheres  of  nitrogen  and  hy- 
drogen, or  either,  are  incapable  of  oxidising  any  organic  substance 
whatever. 

Dr.  J.  may  be  sure  that  the  reign  of  Taw  is  supreme  in  the  human 
body,  as  well  as  all  organic  life,  and  that  nothing  occurs  by  chance,  or 
outside  the  pale  of  Jaw.  Chloroform  is  sometimes  the  immediate  occa- 
sion of  death.  For  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  we  are  all  due,  or 
owing,  each  for  ourselves,  to  death.  (^Dehemur  morti  nos  nostraque?) 
Before  death,  in  such  cases,  the  heart  and  lungs  cease  their  play ;  in 
my  experience  in  impending  death,  (never  had  a  death  from  chloro- 
form), sometimes  one,  and  sometimes  the  other  fail  first,  and  the  fail- 
ure to  perform  their  acts  is  certainly  due  to  want  of  power  or  force. 

In  the  study  of  dynamics,  force  must  be  traced  through  all  its  cor- 
relations, or  modes,  always  remembering  that  it  can  neither  be  in- 
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creased  or  destroyed.  If  one  mode  of  force  disappears,  anotker  re^ 
appears ;  for  the  forces  of  light,  Meat,  chemical  affinity,  gravity,  Ac, 
are  all  convertible  into  each  other,  and  each  into  alL 

In  the  arrest  of  the  circulatioa  by  eloroform,  heat,  and  its  correlt" 
tive,  mechanical  force,  disappears,  and  gravity  re-appears,  as  shows  by 
the  blood  settling  to  the  most  dependent  portions  of  its  oircoit  in  the 
body.  By  depressing  the  head,  before  the  blood  has  coagulated} 
gravity  takes  it  to  the  brain  and  lungs  and  nerve  masses  i  and,  as  ii 
Dr.  Mobley's  case,  disappears,  organic  force  reappearing.  Can  uy- 
thing  be  more  plain,  or  more  certainly  demonstrated? 

Permit  me  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  thank  Dr.  J.  for  the  oppo^ 
tunity  he  has  afforded  me  to  explain  the  modes  by  which  the  rtsalte 
stated  in  my  former  article  were  reached.  Facts  I  know,  and  lav  I 
know,  but  symbols,  as  asphyxia,  in  the  solution  of  dynamic  problems, 
I  reject.  Nor  should  it  ever  be  forgotten  that  the  terms  used  in  sci- 
ence are  symbols.  Facts  will  live  forever.  Symbols  may  and  do 
change.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  chloroform  has,  apparently,  te^ 
minated  life.  The  symbol,  asphyxia,  has  served  its  purpose,  and  mut 
give  way  to  some  other  term  more  definite.  When  a  better  formula, 
or  one  better  expressive  of  the  facts  and  laws  concerned  in  the  dy- 
namics of  ansssthasin,  death,  and  impending  death  from  chlorofonn, 
than  ''arrest  of  destructive  metamorphosis,"  is  presented  to  me,  all  pos- 
sible haste  will  be  made  in  adopting  it,  and  consigning  my  own  to  ob- 
livion. But,  until  then,  I  must  hold  that  "arrest  of  metamorpoi>>'* 
fairly  represents  the  facts  and  law  dynamically,  as  pnsented  in  death 
from  overdoses  of  chloroform. 


MEANS  OF  MAINTAINING  AN  ARTIFICIAL  OPENING 
IN  THE  MEMBRANA  TYMPANL 


BY  DB.  ADAM  POLITZEB. 

(Tr»BBUtod  firom  the  Wiemer  M0dkM9eke  Woekemtekri/U  of  April  21, 1869,  by  T.  T.  Svxmu,  H.  D^ 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Towards  the  close  of  last  year  I  reported  in  this  journal  a  method 
of  maintaining  an  artificial  opening  in  the  tympanum  of  the  ear,  which 
succeeded  in  a  case  of  great  deafness  in  improving  the  hearing  in  a 
very  high  degree. 

The  method  consisted  in  using  a  hard  rubber  eyelet  with  a  groore 
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farmed  around  it,  so  that  the  rim  of  the  perforation  of  the  tympanum 
closes  upon  It,  thus  holding  it  fast  and  allowing  the  air  to  fireely  enter 
the  tympanic  cavity.  The  report  alluded  to  was  made  six  weeks  after 
the  operation,  and  a  considerahle  time  has  elapsed.  I  will  give  a  far- 
ther history  of  the  case,  and  will  follow  it  by  a  number  of  other  cases 
since  operated  upon.  As  I  suppose  the  history  of  this  case  and  ope- 
ration IS  only  known  to  a  part  of  our  readers,  I  think  it  for  the  better 
understanding  of  the  case  to  give  a  synopsis  of  it. 

A  woman,  aged  forty-eight  years,  of  Vienna,  suffered  two  years 
ago  with  an  acute  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear,  on  the  left  side, 
causing  a  perforation  of  the  tympanum.  After  the  flow  of  the  secre- 
tion stopped,  the  hearing  was  not  very  bad,  but  at  the  same  time  she 
could,  at  will,  force  the  air  through  the  ear.  Suddenly  she  became 
very  deaf,  and  had  a  continual  loud  noise  in  her  ear,  at  the  same  time 
she  noticed  her  inability  to  force  air  through  the  ear.  The  examina- 
tion of  the  tympanum  showed  a  cicatrix  in  the  place  of  the  perforation. 
This  was  situated  under  the  manubrium,  oval  in  shape,  horisontal  in 
position,  one  line  long,  and  one-half  line  high  (wide),  tjiin  and  sunken 
inward.  A  strong  cylinder  watch  was  heard  only  when  pressed  against 
the  ear,  and  conversation  about  three  feet  distant;  after  the  inflation 
of  the  middle  ear,  the  increase  of  the  hearing  of  the  voice  was  only 
one  foot. 

I  had,  in  this  case,  anticipated  dificulty  in  the  sound-eonducting 
organs,  the  malleus  and  incus,  which  has  formed  adhesions  to  the  wall 
of  the  tympanic  cavity,  caused  by  the  previous  ulceration.  I  waa  led 
to  this  conclusion  by  the  symptoms  given  by  the  patient,  who  said,  as 
long  as  she  could  force  the  air  through  the  ear  she  was  in  but  a  small 
degree  deaf.  During  the  existence  of  the  perforation,  the  sound- 
waves could  pass  into  the  tympanic  cavity  and  strike  upon  the  stapes, 
and  from  there  to  the  labyrinth ;  but  after  its  closure,  this  opportunity 
for  reaching  the  labyrinth  was  cut  off,  and  deafness  followed.  All 
this  went  to  show  that  the  indication  for  improving  the  hearing,  was 
to  open  again  the  previous  perforation ;  but  up  to  this  time  our  expe- 
rience teaches  us  that  all  artificial  openings  soon  close  by  cicatriiation. 
For  the  prevention  of  this  closure  I  used  the  hard  rabber  eyelet  above 
described.  An  opening  through  the  cicatricial  tisdae  was  made  wiib  a 
paracentesis  knife;  the  eyelet  was  then  placed  into  this  opening  by  a 
very  slender  pincette.  The  watch  which,  just  before  the  operalion, 
required  pressure  to  the  ear,  was  now  heard  nine  inches,  and  the 
voice  forty  feet  instead  of  three  feet. 
(S8) 
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This  operation  was  performed  on  the  26th  of  October,  1868.  Dur- 
ing the  interval  I  have  had  frequent  opportunity  of  examining  her, 
and  of  presenting  to  mj  hearers  in  the  hospital.  The  patient,  during 
these  examinations,  has  experienced  no  pain,  nor  the  feeling  of  any- 
thing in  her  ear — ^the  tinnitus  aurium  has  entirely  left.  The  distance 
that  the  watch  is  now  heard  has  increased  to  twenty -two  inches,  and 
the  voice,  in  conversation,  to  sixty  feet.  As  is  seen,  the  hearing  wa» 
not  only  restored  to  a  great  degree  immediately  after  the  operation, 
but  has  been  improving  ever  since. 

One  thing  worthy  of  notice  is,  the  changing  of  the  position  of  the 
eyelet  in  the  tympanum.  It  has  moved  backward  one  and  a-half  lines 
from  where  it  was  originally  placed.  By  examination,  the  cicatrix 
can  be  seen  under  the  manubrium,  and  the  eyelet  at  the  distance  firmly 
clasped  by  a  part  of  the  tympanum  that  is  not  composed  of  cicatricial 
tissue.  A  dark  gray  line  reaches  from  the  original  perforation  to  the 
eyelet,  showing  the  way  or  track  that  it  took  to  where  it  now  rests. 
The  reason  for  this  movement  I  am  not  at  present  prepared  to  give,  but 
must  make  more  observations,  before  coming  to  a  definite  conclusion. 

The  utility  of  any  method  can  not  be  decided  by  one  trial — only 
the  result  of  several  cases  can  give  satisfactory  proof  of  its  value.  I 
have  here  reported  this  case  of  six  months  standing,  and  although  the 
hearing  has  been  certainly  improving  since  the  operation,  yet,  I  con- 
aider  the  period  too  short  to  come  to  a  decided  conclusion.  For  that 
reason  I  thought  it  better  to  postpone  the  complete  report  of  the  last 
cases  operated  upon,  and  give  what  general  experience  I  have  gatb^ 
ered  from  them. 

The  opening  is  made  through  the  tympanum  with  a  strong  para- 
eentesis  knife,  bent  at  a  right  angle;  where  the  space  in  the  meatus 
will  permit  it,  the  opening  is  made  under  the  manubrium,  or  in  the 
posterior  quadrant-membrane,  and  where  the  meatus  was  too  small  or 
the  curvature  too  great,  it  was  made  in  the  anterior  quadrant-mem- 
brane; but  this  last  place  was  not  profitable,  as  in  two  cases  the  eyelet 
eame  out  by  suppuration,  which  was  supposed  to  be  caused  by  the  eye- 
let pressing  on  the  ineus,  which  is  only  a  small  distance  behind  this. 
To  enlarge  the  opening  in  the  tympanum,  I  used  a  lawinaria  iiabcherj 
two  lines  broad  by  one-quarter  line  wide,  very  carefully  rounded  and 
smoothed  at  tiie  end.  This  was  dampened  and  passed  one^half  line 
through  the  opening  into  the  tympanic  cavity.  The  inserting  of  this 
was  more  or  less  painful,  as  well  as  its  swelling,  and  the  withdrawal  of 
it.     It  must  not  be  neglected  to  put  in  a  few  drops  of  water  immedi- 
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ately  after  the  insertion,  to  cause  its  eren  swelling,  and  the  less  paia- 
fnl  extraction.  In  one  ease  where  the  point  only  of  the  laminaria  was 
dampened  it  swelled  in  the  cavitj,  cansing  mnoh  useless  pain  to  the 
patient  when  it  was  extracted. 

In  a  few  cases  there  was  yery  little  excess  of  secretion  after  the 
withdrawal  of  the  laminaria.  In  all  normal  and  thickened  tympan- 
nms,  there  was  only  a  slight  swelling  around  the  perforation,  or  of  the 
whole  tympanum.  In  one  of  the  cases  the  entering  of  the  opening  by 
the  laminaria  caused  considerable  pain  and  swelling,  which  lasted  even 
through  the  following  day ;  but  on  the  next  day  all  this  passed  away. 
On  examination  of  the  ear,  I  found  the  eyelet  was  in  its  proper  place, 
and  has  remained  thus.  This  was  three  months  ago,  December,  1868, 
since  then  there  has  been  no  scretion  or  inflammation,  while  the  hear- 
ing is  eonstantly  improving.  It  was  the  easiest  to  put  the  eyelet  in  a 
tympanum  where  there  was  a  cicatrix  or  an  atrophy.  In  such  cases 
it  was  entirely  unnecessary  to  enlarge  the  opening  with  the  laminaria ; 
the  use  of  a  small  probe  was  enough  to  open  it,  or  even  to  push  the 
eyelet  in  without  it. 

The  pincette  that  I  used  to  place  the  eyelet  in  position  is  a  very 
small  one,  made  by  Leiter  of  Vienna,  after  my  pattern.  This  was  so 
eonstmcted  that  it  closed  itself,  and  required  pressure  on  the  branches 
to  cause  the  points  to  op6n  or  spread.  On  one  of  the  branches,  near 
the  extremity,  was  a  very  smaill  point,  to  prevent  the  eyelet  from  slip- 
ping too  far  on  the  pincette.  The  points  of  the  pincette  were  insmrted 
mto  the  whole  of  the  eyelet,  and  pressure  on  the  branches  caused  the 
points  to  separate,  thus  holding  the  eyelet  until  inserted  in  the  open- 
ing in  the  tympanum,  after  which  the  pressure  is  rdaxed,  the  points 
withdrawn  from  the  eyelet.  I  suceeded  in  one  case  in  inserting  the  eye- 
let, on  the  point  of  the  paracentesis  needle,  in  its  place  in  the  tympa- 
num. 

The  changes  that  follow  the  insertion  of  the  eyelet  are  of  great 
importance.  Several  eases  lately  operated  upon,  have  carried  the  eye- 
let for  several  weeks  without  any  inflammatory  signs;  but  in  some 
there  was,  on  the  second  or  third  day,  some  inflammation  of  the  tym- 
panum, at  the  same  time  purulent  discharges  from  the  eavity;  and  in 
some  of  these  cases  the  eyelet  was  washed  away  with  the  syringe. 
Thus  far  it  has  appeared  that  in  quite  the  larger  number  of  oasea  the 
eyelet  caused  no  serious  reaction  on  the  tympanum  or  its  cavity. 

I  must  here  call  attention  to  one  circumstance,  which  is  of  impor- 
tance in  showing  one  of  the  causes  for  inflammatory  reaction.    I  found 
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in  two  eM6S  were  the  eyelets  were  washed  ont,  that  on  close  examina' 
iion  of  the  inner  end  of  the  eyelete,  they  had  a  fine  sharp  point, 
which  must  svrely  have  caused  the  irritation  of  the  mucons  membrane. 
This  point  was  caused  by  breaking  off  the  eyelet  from  the  tube  from 
which  it  was  made.  Great  care  must  be  taken  that  all  roughness  must 
be  polished  down. 

It  frequently  happens  that  the  secretion  of  the  cavity  will  fill  the 
small  hole  in  the  eyelet.  This  must  be  taken  away  by  a  drop  of  glycer- 
ine, and  the  use  of  a  small  stiff  brush. 

The  details  of  the  treatment  of  those  cases  shall,  in  a  short  time, 
be  giyen  in  full. 


SUCCESSFUL  REDUCTION  OF  A  DISLOCATION   OF  THE 
HIP-JOINT  BY  MANIPULATION. 


UVOHTKD  BT  W.  B.  THOMPBON,  M.  D.,  TANDALIA,  O. 


April  9th,  1869,  I  risited  a  patient  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  H.  B. 
Nnnemaker,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  a  dislocation  of  the  head  of 
the  femur,  of  three  days  standing.  Our  patient,  a  boy,  aged  sixteen 
years,  muscular  and  healthy,  had  been  playing  with  a  colt,  which  be- 
came unmanageable,  running  yiolently  against  him,  dislocating  the 
head  of  the  femur  upward  and  backward,  upon  the  dorsum  of  the 
ilinm.  The  injured  limb  lay  in  a  semi-flexed  position,  the  heel  ab- 
ducted and  the  toe  inverted,  resting  on  the  instep  of  the  opposite  foot. 
Measurement  revealed  about  an  inch  and  a  half  of  shortening.  The 
patient  was  put  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  the  dislocation 
reduced  by  manipulation,  (Beed's  method).  The  first  effort  we  made 
the  head  glided  from  its  bed;  the  circular  movement  brought  it 
under  the  aoetabulum,  converting  it  into  a  sub-pubic  dislocation.  The 
movement  was  then  reversed,  which  brought  the  head  of  the  bone  to  its 
first  position  in  the  dorsum  ilii.  The  limb  was  again  brought  across 
its  fellow,  and  the  circular  movement  carefully  made,  at  the  same  time 
guarding  the  head  of  the  bone  from  passing  around  the  socket.  To 
our  gratification  the  head  passed  in  with  an  audible  snap,  the  limb  as- 
suming its  normal  position.  No  shortening.  The  patient  was  then 
placed  in  the  horisontal  attitude,  the  injured  limb  secured  to  its  fel- 
low by  means  of  a  roller  extending  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee,  as  re- 
commended by  Professor  H,  H.  Smith,  of  the  University  of  Pennsjl* 
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Tania,  in  Lib  work  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Snrgerj,  page 
738,  Tol.  I.  On  the  following  day,  on  our  yisit,  the  hip-joint  was 
found  to  have  been  dislocated  daring  the  night.  The  boy,  contrary 
to  most  positive  orders,  had  attempted  to  raise  himself  up  in  the  bed, 
and  at  the  same'  time  turning  partially  around,  threw  the  head  of  the 
bone  out;  the  leg  assuming  the  same  position  as  when  we  first  saw  it. 
Again  the  patient  was  placed  under  the  influence  of  an  ansBsthetio, 
and  the  luxation  reduced  as  in  the  first  operation.  He  was  then  se- 
cured firmly  by  means  of  a  splint  and  bandage  to  the  couch  in  which 
he  lay,  in  order  to  guard  against  a  second  luxation.  In  this  secured 
poaition  he  lay  for  seyen  days,  doing  well,  except  some  slight  peritoni- 
tis occasioned  by  other  injuries  reoeived  in  coi\junotion  with  the  first 
dislocation.  During  the  night  following  the  seyenth  day,  he  loosened 
the  bandage  which  held  his  shoulders  and  body  to  the  bed.  Finding 
himself  again  free,  his  first  impulse  was  to  get  up.  (He  seemed  una- 
ble to  appreciate  his  condition.)  In  this  attempt  he  again  threw  the 
head  of  the  bone  out  of  the  socket.  This,  in  our  opinion,  was  easily 
accomplished.  In  the  first  place,  there  was  an  extensiye  laceration  of 
the  capsular  ligament,  allowing  the  head  to'glide  easily  from  the  socket; 
and  secondly,  the  limb  in  its  secured  position  to  the  splint  and  bed, 
with  the  shoulders  and  body  free  to  moye  in  the  direction  of  the  erect 
poBture,  and  to  the  right.  These  moyements  would,  under  the  circum- 
0tancea,  certainly  produce  a  dislocation  (the  left  limb  being  the  injured 
one).  At  ouj  request,  Dr.  J.  C.  Beeve,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  called 
in  council,  in  order  to  fortify  ourselyes  against  any  subsequent  trouble^ 
in  a  legal  point  of  view.  The  patient  was  again  ansBsthetised,  and  Dr. 
Reeve  thought,  upon  first  examination,  there  might  be  a  fracture  within 
the  capsular  ligament;  but^  upon  further  investigation,  coincided  with 
our  previous  diagnosis.  We  then  proceeded  to  reduce  the  luxation  in 
the  manner  before  mentioned,  and  with  similar  success.  At  the  Doc- 
tor's suggestion,  the  splint  was  reduced  in  width  from  five  inches  to 
three,  and  not  to  be  secured  to  the  bed,  and  the  toe  was  everted  to 
about  seventy-five  degrees — the  foot  abducted  about  four  inches  from 
the  normal  axis  of  the  leg — the  body  was  secured  to  the  bed  as  was 
previously  done.  In  this  position  he  lay  for  three  weeks,  after  which 
time  the  splint  was  removed  and  passive  motion  induced. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  above,  the  boy  is  able  to  walk  without 
crutches,  though  there  is  still  some  lameness — the  foot  is  still  in  an 
Abducted  position,  with  the  toe  everted,  giving  him  altogether  an  awk- 
ward appearance. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


566  wnnuur  journal  of  ksdioinx. 

In  this  oate  the  difficulty  did  not  consist  in  the  redaction  of  the 
dislocation,  but  in  retaining  it  in  its  normal  position  after  reduction; 
and  it  is  our  opinion  the  injured  limb  should  always  be  secured  with  a 
splint,  the  normal  axis  of  the  leg  maintained,  and  the  toe  but  slightly 
inclined  outwards.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  splint,  in  this  case,  was 
left  on  somewhat  longer  than  would  be  required  in  the  majority  of 


HYPODERMIC  MEDICATION. 


BT  0.  B.  HILLBR,  H.  1>.,  OF  LAWBENCBBima,  IND. 


Haying  employed  hypodermic  injections  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease quite  extensively  for  the  last  four  years,  I  am  induced  to  give 
your  readers  the  benefit  of  my  experience — hoping  it  may  disperse 
some  of  the  clouds  of  unbelief  that  hang  over  many  of  our  profess- 
ional brethren,  and  induce  them  to  make  a  trial  of  this  very  raluable 
therapeutic  means. 

In  many  diseases  the  first  indication  is  the  relief  of  the  distressing 
pain  that  harasses  the  patient;  and  in  proportion  as  we  do  this,  we 
arrest  the  wear  and  tear  upon  the  system.  That  this  indication  is  best 
met  by  this  method  of  medication  is  shown  by  its  superiority  over  all 
others  in  the  ^ility  with  which  it  may  be  employed,  the  rapidity  and 
certainty  of  absorption,  and  consequently  of  action,  and  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  exact  quantity  entering  the  circulation. 

I  will  give  briefly  the  history  of  a  few  cases. 

Casx  I — Was  called  in  the  eyening  of  May  21st,  1866,  to  see  M.  W., 
»t  sixteen,  who  has  been  a  cripple  for  several  years  from  caries  of  the 
femur — the  result  of  an  injury.  Hb  only  suffering  now  is  from 
netiralgia,.  the  inflammation  having  subsided  and  the  sinuses  all 
closed  up^the  pain  of  which  has  made  life  a  burden  for  the  past  six 
months,  and  is  willing  to  submit  to  amputation  of  thigh  for  relief.  In- 
jected one-third  grain  morph.  sulph.  over  seat  of  pain  with  effect  to  re- 
lieve it  entirely. 

May  22 — Evening — Slept  well  last  night,  and  has  been  comfbrtable 
all  day.     Gave  another  injection,  as  he  feels  slight  pain. 

June  4 — has  been  able  to  walk  around,  and  fVee  from  pain  until 
last  evening,  when  it  returned  slightly  after  exposure.     Gave  another 
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iBJectloD,  and  he  had  no  farther  retnrn  within  the  next  year  while  un- 
der my  obBervation,  although  at  work  daily. 

Cask  II — Dr.  H.  has  been  suiFering  with  aeiatic  rheumatism,  to 
which  he  has  been  subject  for  years,  for  two  days.  Persuaded  him  to 
allow  me  t«  inject  morhia  sulph.,  one-fourth  grain  over  seat  of  pain, 
which  relieved  it  almost  immediately.  Two  days  later,  felt  some  symp- 
toms in  opposite  hip — after  getting  wet  Injected  one-third  grain  mor- 
phia in  that  with  same  result  as  before.  Two  years  haye  elapsed,  and 
he  Jias  felt  nathing  of  his  old  torment^  and  it  is  almost  needless  to 
add,  is  a  strong  advocate  of  hypodermic  medication  in  semralgie  affoo- 
iions. 

Case  III — Mrs.  A.  Y.,  called  at  mj  office  Jahuary  22d,  1867,  com- 
plaining of  facial  neuralgia,  which  has  been  torturing  her  for  several 
days — not  periodical.  Has  tried  various  remedies,  but  none  have  af- 
forded relief.  Injected  one-fifth  grain  morphia  in  arm,  and  the  pain 
almost  immediately  subsided.  Repeated  injection  two  days  subse- 
quently, which  resulted  in  a  complete  cure.  The  first  injection  in  this 
case  occasioned  nausea  but  no  vomiting,  and  a  swelling  resulted  Arom 
the  last,  but  disappeared  in  a  day  or  two  without  treatment. 

Case  IV — ^Was  called  early  on  the  morning  of  November  4th,  1866, 
to  see  Mrs.  Gt.  N.  Found  her  in  the  most  terrible  agony,  caused  by  a 
crampitig  of  the  muscles  of  one  side  of  the  neck,  paroxysms  coming 
on  every  two  or  three  minutes,  when  her  screams  could  be  heard  two 
squares.  Pain  came  on  suddenly  while  assisting  her  husband  to  rise 
in  bed — he  having  acute  rheumatism.  Believed  entirely  and  perma- 
nently by  the  injection  of  one-third  grain  morphia  in  arm. 

Case  Y — S.  W.  has  been  suffering  for  two  days  firom  soiatio  rheu- 
matim,  brought  on  by  exposure  to  wet  and  cold.  Called  at  my  office 
December  7th,  1866 — scarcely  able  to  walk.  Injected  one-fourth  grain 
morphia  over  seat  of  pain — complained  for  a  few  minutes  of  burning, 
occasioned,  and  felt  slightly  nauseated,  but  all  unpleasant  symptoms 
passed  off  in  a  few  minutes,  and  he  walked  out  feeling  as  well  as  ever, 
and  has  had  no  return  of  it,  though  often  exposed  to  the  inclemencies 
of  the  weather. 

Case  YI— December  26th,  1866,  was  called  to  visit  Mrs.  8.  W.,  and 
found  her  suffering  severely  with  sciatica.  Has  been  troubled  with 
monorrhagia.  Injected  one-fourth  grain  morphia  over  seat  of  pain, 
which  immediatly  relieved  all  pain,  when  remedies  directed  against 
her  other  symptoms,  and  tonics  to  improve  tone  of  system  effected  a 
complete  cure. 
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Case  VII— rMrs.  C.  0.  called  at  my  office  May  6, 1868.  Has  beeo 
suffering  for  several  days  with  Denralgia  of  supraorbital  uerre — ^is  rather 
aseinic,  and  troubled  with  derangement  of  stomach.  Injected  one- 
third  grain  morphia  in  cellular  tistiue  of  arm,  which  reliered  neu- 
ralgia, though  it  produced  seyere  vomiting  and  great  prostration. 
Gave  tonics  to  improve  general  health,  and  she  has  never  suffered 
since. 

Cask  VIII— May  ^th,  1867,  was  called  to  see  Mr.  J.  8^  whohaa 
been  suffering  all  night  with  tic  douloureux ;  pain  so  severe  he  has  been 
walking  the  floor  for  several  hours.  Gave  him  an.injection  of  one-third 
grain  morphia,  and  pain  subsided  in  a  few  minutes,  and  has  never 
returned.  In  this  ease  he  had  been  suffering  for  several  days,  but 
not  in  the  agony  in  which  I  found  him.  He  complained  a  little  of  the 
pain  of  the  instrument,  but  says  he  never  experienced  such  decided 
relief  from  pain  so  quickly  before. 

I  could  go  on  and  amplify  cases  from  my  note  book,  but  I  have 
already  occupied  too  much  of  your  space,  and  certainly  enough  haa 
been  said  to  convince  any  one  open  to  conviction  of  the  utility  of  this 
agent.  I  have  tried  and  seen  the  syringe  employed  in  eclampsia  with 
deoided  benefit;  but  have  not  sufficient  experience  to  state  whether  it 
will  always  act  beneficially  in  that  dreaded  disease.  I  have  not  in- 
jeeted  any  other  medicine  than  morphia  sulph,  under  the  skin,  and 
should  be  very  Careful  about  doing  so.  I  think  its  chief  usefulness  is 
confined  to  the  administration  of  anodyne  remedies.  I  never  employ 
more  than  one-third  of  a  grain  at  an  injection,  preferring  to  repeat  it 
to  incurring  any  risks  fVom  an  overdose.  I  have  never  had  an  abscess 
result  from  its  use,  nor  any  other  serious  affection. 


DYSENTERIC  AKTHRITIS. 


The  Archive*  GiniraleSy  of  August,  contains  an  article  with  this 
title,  by  Dr.  Huette.  More  than  a  century  ago  this  form  of  disease 
was  reoogniied  by  Zimmerman  and  others.  Most  of  these  observers^ 
however,  explained  it  as  occurring  from  metastasis. 

Dr.  Huette  terminates  his  elaborate  paper  with  the  following  con- 
oittsione: 

"  1.  There  is  a  Tariety  of  arthritis  haring  its  sole  and  necessary  cause  ia  an 
epidemic  phlegmasia  of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  rectum  and  of  the  colon. 
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"  2.  This  rhcamatismal  manifestation  does  not  occur  in  ererj  epidemic  of  dj»- 
eotery ;  it  is  subordinate  to  the  inflences  of  a  peculiar  medical  constitution :  indi- 
Tidnal  diathesis  may  favor  its  development. 

"  3.  Dysenteric  arthritis,  essentially  apyretic,  differs  in  its  causes^  in  its  prog- 
ressi,  its  general  aspecU,  and  its  consequences  from  simple  articular  rbematism.  It 
presents  a  great  analogy  with  hlenorrhagic  rheumatism. 

"  4,  Dysenteris  arthritis  almogt  always  poly  •  articular,  has  a  duration  of  ssTeral 
weeks  or  several  months.  It  generally  termlDates  by  resolution — rarely  by  sup- 
puration and  anchylosis. 

"6,  Metastasis  does  not  explain  the  appearance  of  this  arthritis,  as  was  form- 
erly thought;  it  is  more  rational  to  attribute  it  to  a  morbid  affinity,  which,  the 
mucous  membranes  being  diseased,  determines  reflex  pathologieal  efFects  upon 
other  tissues  of  the  economy." 


THE  ADDRESS  IN  MEDICINE,  DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE 
ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  BRITISH  MEDICAL  ASSO- 


CIATION, AT  LEEDS. 


BT  SIR  WM.  JENNEB,  BABT.,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  8., 

Physician  to  the  Queen ;  Physician  to  University  College  Hospital,  etc. 


Mb.  President  and  Gentlemen  :  There  are  special  oooasions  in  a 
man's  life  when  it  is  well  for  him  to  review  his  mental  progress,  pointu 
in  his  life  at  which  he  does  well  to  note  his  bounds — ^to  look  back  over 
the  road  he  has  traveled,  count  his  gains,  the  difficulties  he  has  over- 
come, the  advances  he  has  made;  and  so,  by  a  pause  in  his  labors,  be 
stimulated  to  new  efforts,  gathering  from  the  retrospect  good  hopes 
for  the  time  to  come.  The  same  is  true  of  a  profession.  Its  mem- 
bers should  from  time  to  time  look  back  to  their  earlier  days;  scan 
the  advances  their  profession  has  made ;  compare  what  it  is  now  with 
what  it  has  been,  and  weigh  the  worth  of  its  reputed  progress.  There 
are  special  reasons  why  the  members  of  our  profession,  the  practition- 
ers of  medicine,  should  from  time  to  time  sum  up  the  gains  which 
medicine  has  been  making  as  a  practical  art.  For  in  the  dai]y  prac- 
tice of  our  profession  so  much  occurs  to  damp  our  spirits;  so  many 
cases  of  difficulty  arise  in  which  the  remedies  of  our  art  are  doubtf\il ; 
80  many  cases  in  which  the  practical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  diagno- 
sis are  insuperable;  and  so  many  cases  in  which,  the  diagnosis  being 
clear,  we  know  that  we  are  impotent  to  cure;  so  many  cases  in  regard 
to  which  our  apparently  well-founded  expectations  of  affecting  a  cure 
prove  vain,  that  even  the  most  hopefully  minded  must  be  permitted  to 
doubt  if  medicine  be  advancing  as  a  practical  art.  Many  entertain 
scepticism  as  to  the  value  of  medicine  as  an  art,  and  especially  as  to 
the  remedial  power  of  drugs.  ^*  I  trust  you  will  not  east  a  doubt  on 
the  efficacy  of  medicine,"  said  a  distinguished  member  of  our  profession^ 
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'^  Tk«7  don't  believe  much  in  medicine  at  this  hospital,"  wrote  a  re- 
porter to  one  of  our  medical  journals.     I  desire  to  repudiate  seepti- 
cism  in  regard  to  medicine.     I  believe  as  confidently  in  the  power  of 
•  the  physician  to  treat  disease  successfully  as  I  did  when  clinical  clerk 
to  one  of  the  first  practical  physicans  of  his  day.     Extended  knowl- 
edge and  accumulated  experience  have  onlv  increased  my  confidence 
in  the  remedial  powers  of  our  art.     Nor  do  I  believe  that  others  upon 
whom  the  imputation  of  scepticism  has  been  cast  are  less  firm  believ- 
ers than  myself  in  the  value  of  treatment.     Modern  research  has  shown 
that  a  large  number  of  acute  diseases  occurring  in  previously  sound 
persons,  have  a  tendency  to  terminate  in  the  suspension  of  health  even 
although  no  drug  be  given.     This  is  fact — knowledge — not  scepticism. 
Modern  observation  has  also  shown  certain  acute  diseases,  formerly 
supposed  to  be  of  indefinite  duration,  run  a  definite  course — that  is, 
end  spontaneously  at  a  certain  date  from  their  outset;  and  therefore 
the  conclusions  as  to  the  efficacy  of  drugs  to  cut  short  these  diseases — 
conclusions  drawn  before  their  definite  duration  was  known — ^were 
formed  upon  false  premises,  and  consequently  were  not  trustworthy. 
All  this  is  surely  fact — knowledge — not  scepticism.     Again,  advances 
in  knowledge  have  frequently  been  attended  by  a  more  correct  appre- 
ciation of  the  mode  of  action  by  drugs;  and  the  expression  of  this 
has  not  unfrequently  been  most  erroneously  taken  as  an  evidence  of 
scepticism.     Thus,  if  I  believe  that  saline  aperiente  do  not  act  as  for- 
merly supposed  they  did — namely,  by  increasing  the  escape  of  the 
watery  matter  from  the  radicles  of  the  portal  vein,  I  am  not  in  the 
least  shaken  in  my  belief  that  the  symptoms  which  I  attribute  to  over- 
distension of  the  portal  vein  are  relieved  by  their  action ;  or  that  their 
aotton  is  followed  by  a  disappearance  of  watery  fluid  from  the  perito- 
neal cavity  and  from  the  cellular  tissue.    Again,  if  it  should  he  con- 
sidered, as  proved  by  experiments  on  dogs,  that  mercurials  did  not 
produce  increased  secretion  of  bile  in  man,  it  would  not  throw  doubt 
on  the  establishment  of  a  ereat  flow  of  a  yellowish-green  colored  fluid 
from  the  bowel  after  the  administration  of  a  mercurial  to  man,  and  the 
relief  of  many  depressing  symptoms  which  follows.     A  man's  bilious 
headache,  as  it  is  termed,  would  be  none  the  less  certainly  cured  by 
mercurial  treatment,  even  though  it  should  be  shown  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  whole  profession,  that  mercury  does  not  increase  the  secre- 
ting power  of  the  liver.     Our  mode  of  explaining  certain  effects  in 
curative  medicine  would  be  changed,  but  not  the  facts  themselves. 
My  conclusion  then  is,  that  although  with  regard  to  the  virtues  of  this 
or  that  particular  drug,  and  the  mode  of  action  of  this  or  that  partic- 
ular class  of  remedies,  there  is,  no  doubt,  and  always  will  be,  difference 
of  opinion — the  etidence  that  satifies  A.  being  insufficient,  from  the 
constitution  of  his  mind,  to  satisfy  B., — ^yet  with  regard  to  the  value 
of  drugs  in  the  abstract,  and  the  value  of  treatment,  there  is  really 
little  difference  of  opinion  amongst  physicians  well  informed  as  to  the 
present  state  of  medical  knowledge,  and  of  equal  experience  in  prac- 
tice.   I  say  amongst  men  equally  well  informed :  let  me  illustrate  my 
meaning.     I  was  one  of  three  who  met  in  consultation  concerning  a 
case  of  apoplexy.     In  the  opinion  of  one  of  my  colleagues,  the  only 
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treatment  to  be  adopted  was  as  follows — Damely,  to  place  the  patient 
in  a  recumbent  position,  with  the  head  and  shoulders  raised ;  to  en- 
force absolute  rest;  to  keep  the  bowels  so  far  loose  as  to  prevent  strain- 
ing; to  apply  cooling  substances  to  the  head  in  the  event  of  heat  of 
the  part  occurring;  and  to  support  the  patient  with  light  nutritive 
food,  having  regard  to  his  habits.  The  third  gentleman  protested 
against  the  modern  system  of  doing  nothing — was  anxious  to  bleed,  to 
purge,  to  blister,  &c.  Now  the  difference  of  opinion  in  this  case  was 
not  due  to  scepticism;  but  on  the  one  side  to  justifiable  faith — that  is, 
faith  justified  by  knowledge;  and  on  the  other  to  absence  of  that 
knowledge.  The  case  was  one  of  degenerate  change — retrograde  meta- 
morphosis— of  arteries.  One  had  become  so  rotten  that  its  wall  had 
given  way — its  contents  had  escaped — a  olot  had  formed,  and  by  its 
mechanical  effects  given  rise  to  the  symptoms.  The  heart  shared 
in  the  degenerative  changes.  The  bleeding  had  ceased.  To  those 
who  understood  the  real  nature  of  the  case,  the  lesions  present,  and 
the  mode  in  which  they  had  been  produced,  in  short,  the  pathology  of 
the  case,  belief  in  the  efiicacy  of  so-called  active  treatment  appeared 
to  be  not  only  unjustifiable  faith — ^foundationless  faith: — faith  without 
knowledge,  but  to  be  faith  in  opposition  to  knowledge — which  in  med- 
icine is  the  worst  form  of  scepticism,  inasmuch  as  it  implies  doubt  of 
truth,  and  a  belief  in  error — doubt  which  might  prevent  the  saving  of 
life— ft  belief  which,  embodied  in  practice,  might  kill.  The  present 
appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  those  special  occasions  to  which  I  have 
referred,  when  with  advantage  to  ourselves  we  may  look  back,  and  sur- 
vey the  progress  which  medicine  has  made  as  a  practical  art  in  our 
own  time — I  mean  the  time  in  which  the  large  proportion  of  those 
present  have  been  engaged  in  the  practice  and  study  of  ther  profession. 
The  time  allotted  to  this  address  will  not  permit  me  even  to  enumer- 
ate  the  advances  medicine  has  made  during  the  past  twenty-five  years. 
I  shall  therefore  limit  myself  to  pointing  out  some  great  divisions  in 
which  some  at  least  of  the  great  practical  advances  of  medicine  may 
be  proved ;  and  to  giving,  as  briefly,  as  possible,  such  illustrations  of 
its  advance  in  each  of  those  divisions,  as  seems-  to  me  to  be  sufficient 
to  justify  this  assertion,  namely — that  having  regard  to  the  attainment 
of  its  practical  aims  and  objects  as  an  art,  no  science  has  advanced 
during  the  period  in  question  more  than  the  science  of  medicine.  As 
an  art  I  say ;  for  while  medicine  is  universally  acknowledged  to  have 
advanced  as  a  science,  its  progress  as  a  practical  art  is  frequently  re* 
^rded  as  trifling,  and  on  recent  occasions  has  often  been  publicly  de- 
nied by  some.  As  I  do  not  propose  to  enumerate  all  the  advances  in 
medicine,  so  neither  is  it  my  intention  to  refer  by  name  to  those  by 
whom  the  great  advances  in  medicine  have  been  made.  And  with  re- 
gard to  the  illustrations  I  sball  give  of  the  position  I  have  taken-*-in 
iaot,  to  all  advance  in  medicine  as  a  practical  science — ^it  must  be  re- 
membered that  it  is  rarely,  if  ever,  that  a  great  discovery  or  a  great 
step  forward  has  been  the  direct  result  of  the  labors  of  a  single  man« 
Almost  invariably  rt  has  resulted  from  the  successive  labors  of  many 
men.  And  again,  it  must  not  be  overlooked  that  in  regard  to  all  forms 
of  advance  as  a  practical  art,  the  silent  workers  render  the  most  effi- 
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cient  aid — the  results  of  their  unspoken  thoagbt  and  vast  ezperienee 
confirming  or  refuting  the  published  assertions  of  a  few.  It  is  to  the 
experience  of  the  mass  of  the  profession  that  we  look  for  the  final 
establishment  of  doctrine  and  the  rules  of  practice.  In  the  selection 
I  am  about  to  make  in  confirmation  of  the  statement  that  our  science 
in  its  advance  as  a  practical  art  stands  second  to  none,  I  am  conscious 
that  I  will  pass  some  facts  which  others  will  think  of  greater  value 
than  those  I  have  chosen  as  illstrations.  But  I  have  been  guided  in 
my  choice  first  by  a  desire  to  avoid  disputed  facts  and  theories ;  and 
secondly,  by  consideration  of  those  things  which  have  aided  me  in  the 
most  frequently  effectual  manner  at  the  bedside,  when  asking  myself 
these  two  great  questions  which  are  always  presenting  themselves  to 
the  mind  of  the  practitioner — What  is  the  illness  of  the  patient?  and 
what  can  do  him  good?  By  thus  limiting  myself  I  feel  that,  while  this 
address  will  more  directly  attain  its  object,  it  will  be  deficient  in  nov- 
elty and  scientific  interest,  and  thus  be  unworthy  of  its  predecessors. 
For  this  I  crave  your  pardon.  Sir  W.  Jenner  then  proceeded  to  say 
that  amongst  the  really  great  advances  in  medicine  was  to  be  placed 
the  recent  separation  of  degeneration  from  disease,  and  the  recognition 
of  the  difference  between  old  age,  actual  or  premature,  and  the  changes 
wrought  by  inflammatory  and  other  morbid  processes.  He  here  dwelt 
upon  our  recent  increase  of  practical  knowledge  in  regard  to  diseases 
of  the  heart,  with  regard  to  the  effect  of  fatty  degeneration  of  its  mus- 
cular fibres  in  weakening  the  force  with  which  the  blood  is  driven 
through  the  degenerated  arteries — a  statement  which,  when  first  made 
at  an  early  meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society,  was  received  with 
shouts  of  laughter  by  the  members.  The  knowledge  we  have  gained 
of  the  degenerative  changes,  has  also  enabled  us  to  rightly  appreeiate 
the  changes  in  the  brain  which  followed  on  degeneration  of  the  coats 
of  the  arteries.  A  second  great  advance  in  medicine  had  resulted 
f\rom  the  discovery  that  an  elevation  of  temperature  is  the  only  trust- 
worthy  sign  of  the  existence  of  fever ;  and  that  elevation  of  tempera- 
ture can  only  be  correctly  estimated  by  the  thermometer.  The  index- 
thermometer  ranked  in  importance  with  the  stethoscope,  and  its  value 
in  the  diagosis  of  typhoid  fever,  in  cases  of  acute  deposit  of  tubercle, 
and  in  prognosis,  was  also  illustrated.  A  third  great  advance  in  our 
practical  knowledge  has  resulted  from  our  appreciation  of  the  influence 
of  various  mechanical  consequences  of  primary  diseases,  such  as  em- 
bolism, and  the  paralysis  and  other  conditions  which  it  produced.  A 
case  of  death  after  tracheotomy  in  diphtheria  was  also  discussed.  An- 
other class  of  diseases  in  which  we  had  made  great  proeress  was  that 
due  to  fluid  blood-poisons,  and  to  the  causes  by  which  blood-poisons 
were  produced.  Sir  William  went  on  to  allude  to  the  epidemics  of 
1817  and  1819  in  Edinburgh,  and  Dr.  Welche's  work  upon  the  value 
of  blood-letting  in  regard  thereto,  as  an  evidence  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  the  knowledge  of  a  natural  history  of  a  disease  before 
any  attempt  be  made  to  form  conclusions  as  to  the  value  of  particular 
modes  of  treatment.  He  also  remarked  on  the  gain  which  phyaioians 
had  experienced  from  improved  means  of  research— especially  alluding 
to  the  value  of  the  microscope  in  determining  a  great  many  diaeaaes 
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and  elialiges  of  tissue.     Another  great  gain  to  modem  medicine  had 
reevlted  from  the  diffusion  of  more  correct  \deas  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  word  cure;  and  the  distinction  that  ought  to  be  drawn  between 
curing  a  disease  and  curing  the  patient — ^a  distinction  which  the  speaker 
ezempliied  by  saying  that  they  might  cure  scabies  by  curing  its  oaose, 
and  in  many  oases  they  cured  epilepsy  in  the  same  way ;  but  in  the 
ease  of  ague  or  ferer  they  cured  a  patient  without  curing  the  disease, 
and  even  by  means   the   modu$  operandi  of  which  we   are   really 
ignorant.     Though  the  science  of  medicine  had  attained  to  such  a 
degree  of  perfection,  that  the  diagnosis  of  special  diseases  was  perfect, 
and  the  prognosis  in  individual  cases  inyariable  correct,  yet  the  public 
would  have  little  practical  interest  in  its  spread.     Practitioners  would 
be  engaged  in  solving  puzzles,  and  in  little  more. '   The  public  aims 
and  objects  of  medicine  ought  to  be  to  prevent  disease,  to  cure  dis* 
ease,  to  prolong  life,  and  to  alleviate  physical  suffering.     Every  ad- 
vance in  the  correct  definition  of  special  diseases,  and  in  the  diagno- 
sis of  special  diseases,  was  a  step  in  the  direction  of  advance  in  pre- 
ventive and  curative  medicine.     In  illustration  of  the  advances  made 
in  preventive  medicine,  I  would  adduce  the  fact  that  drinking  water  is 
one  of  the  greatest  agents  for  the  spread  of  two  of  the  most  fatal  and 
acute  diseases  of  the  present  time-^namely,  cholera  and  typhoid  fever. 
In  the  ten  years  ending  1866^  twenty -one  thousand,  three  hundred  and 
forty-eight  persons  died  from  cholera  in  England  and  Wales,  and  one 
hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand,  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  from  fe- 
ver.    From  the  Registrar-General's  returns  it  is  impossible  to  say  pre- 
cisely how  many  of  the  latter  number  died  from  typhoid  fever;  but 
seeing  that  that  is  the  endemic  fever  of  our. country,  and  that  typhus 
prevails  as  an  epidemic  only,  and  that  only  in  limited  localities  and 
for  a  short  time,  we  shall  be  within  the  limits  of  high  probability  when 
we  say  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  persons  died  of  typhoid 
fever  during  the  ten  years  in  question,  and  that  in  no  one  year  of  the 
ten  did  less   ban  ten  thousand  persons  die  of  that  disease.     Now  with 
reference  to  cholera,  the  special  facts  collected  by  Dr.  Snow  prove  that 
one  of  the  great  agents  in  the  diffusion  of  cholera,  is  drinking  water, 
that  every  virulent  local  outbreak  in  a  limited  district  was  clearly  co- 
existent with  the  pollution  of  the  drinking-water  supplied  to  that  dis- 
trict, and  that  persons  living  at  a  distance,  if  by  accident  they  drank 
of  the  polluted  water,  suffered  as  certainly  as  if  they  dwelt  in  the  dis- 
trict specially  afiected.     The  conclusion  which  follows  from  the  facts  ^ 
collected  by  Dr.  Snow  is,  that,  the  conditions  existing,  be  they  atmos- 
pheric or  otherwise,  which  determine  an  epidemic  disposition  to  chol- 
era, the  presence  of  minute  particles  of  cholera  excreta  in  water  sup- 
plied to  a  district  for  drinking  purposes  will  be  foUqwed  by  an  out- 
break of  cholera  in  that  district.     Careful  investigations  into  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  local  outbursts  of  cholera  during  the  last 
epidemic  have  proved  the  truth  of  the  conclusion.     I  will  refer  to  two 
suoh  special  investigations  in  confirmation,  viz.,  Mr.  Radclifie's  admi- 
rable researches  into  the  relation  between  the  water-supply  and  the 
spread  of  cholera  in  London ;  and  to  Dr.  Bellot^s  most  conclusive  ob- 
servations on  impure  water  aa  a  cause  of  cholera  in  Holland.     Dr. 
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Snow's  inrestigatioDs  traced  special  individnal  cases  and  local  out- 
breaks to  one  exciting  cause.  Mr.  Radcliffe's  researches  bear  espe- 
cially on  the  influence  of  the  polluted  water  in  determining  ezeess  of 
mortality  in  a  large  district  of  a  gr^at  city.  Dr.  Bellot's  facts  show 
that  those  towns  and  those  parts  of  a  town  in  Holland  in  which  thore 
was  the  greatest  facility  for  the  contamination  of  the  waternnipplj  by 
cholera  dejections  were  those  which  suffered  by  far  the  most  seyerely. 
The  spread  of  typhoid  fever  by  contamination  of  the  drinking-water 
supply  is,  if  possible,  less  disputable  than  is  the  spread  of  cholera  by 
the  same  means.  Every  new  investigation  has  added  new  proofk  to 
the  strong  presumptive  evidence  afforded  by  Dr.  Flint's  cases.  Soli- 
tary cases,  outbreaks  confined  to  single  houses,  to  small  villages,  and 
to  parts  of  large  towns — cases  isolated,  it  seems,  from  all  sources  of 
fallacy — and  epidemics  affecting  the  inhabitants  of  large  though  lim- 
ited localities,  have  all  united  to  support  by  their  testimony  the  truth 
of  the  opinion  that  the  admixture  of  a  trace  of  faecal  matter,  but 
especially  of  the  bowel -excreta  of  typhoid  fever  with  the  water  sup- 
plied for  drinking  purposes,  is  the  most  efficient  cause  of  the  spread 
of  the  disease ;  and  that  the  diffusion  of  the  disease  in  any  given  loeal- 
ity  is  limited  or  otherwise  just  in  proportion  as  the  dwellers  in  that 
locality  derive  their  supply  of  drinking-water  fVom  polluted  or  from  un- 
polluted sources.  The  proof  seems  ccfknplete,  that  a  large  proportion 
of  those  who  drink  water  containing  a  minute  quantity  of  the  intesti- 
nal excreta  from  a  person  suffering  from  cholera  will  suffer  cholera; 
and  that  a  large  proportion  of  those  who  drink  water  containing  a  mi- 
nute quantity  of  the  intestinal  excreta  from  a  person  suffering  from 
typhoid  fever  will  suffer  typhoid  fever.  These  diseases  occur  like 
small -pox,  scarlet  fever  and  measles,  as  epidemiet^  owing  to  causes  of 
which  we  know  little  or  nothing;  but,  when  epidemics,  unlike  small- 
pox, scarlet  fever,  and  measles,  a  local  outbreak  of  cholera  and  of 
typhoid  fever  will  be  determined  by  the  impurity  of  the  drinking- 
water.  Had  the  water  supplied  to  the  east  of  London  been  as  free 
from  organic  impurity  fis  was  that  supplied  to  the  west  of  London,  the 
death-rate  from  cholera  at  the  east  would  have  been  a  little  larger  only 
than  was  the  death-rate  at  the  west  of  London.  Had  the  drainage 
and  water-supply  of  Winterton,  Terling  and  Ouilford,  been  what  mcid- 
ern  medicine  has  shown  for  health  purposes  they  should  have  been, 
these  places  would  not  have  suffered  the  terrible  outbreaks  of  typhoid 
fever,  of  which  the  medical  officer  of  the  Privy  Council  gives  such 
frill  details  in  the  tenth  volume  of  his  inexpressibly  valuable  reports, 
^e  persons  who  died  at  these  places  of  typhoid  fever,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  those  who  died  at  X^dl^  east  of  London  from  cholera,  were 
as  certainly  killed  b;^  the  water  they  drank,  and  killed  without  need, 
as  if  the  water  supplied  to  them  had  been  contaminated  with  arsenic. 
And  I  am  sure  we  will  all  agree  with  the  most  distinguished  medical 
officer  of  the  Privy  Council,  that  "the  distribution  of  fouled  water  by 
the  Guilford  Boara,  is  as  proper  a  case  for  judge  and  jury  on  action 
for  damages  by  any  of  the  five  hundred  people  who  had  typhoid  fever 
in  that  town,  as  any  case  in  which  a  railwav  collision  brings  some 
score  of  pas^ngers  into  harm ;  and  the  fact  that  these  water-purvey- 


•n  gaye  typhoid  fever  to  their  customers,  wosid  be  brovght  home  to 
their  coDSciences,  and  be  suggested  as  a  warning  to  other  water-pur- 
veyors  in  a  far  more  eenclusiTe  and  effective  manner,  by  snch  legal 
proceedings  than  it  ean  be  by  any  departmental  statistics  and  remon- 
strations."  After  referring  to  a  number  of  authorities  on  this  point, 
and  speaking  of  the  effects  of  cholera  in  London,  Sir  W.  Jenner  pro- 
ceeded :  With  reference  to  the  power  of  our  art  to  alleviate  suffering, 
how  great  is  the  difference  between  the  medicine  of  to-day  and  that 
of  our  youth.  Who  that  has  suffered  from  a  painful  local  affection 
ean  think  of  the  alleviation  of  his  sufferings  which  follows  from  the 
subcutaneous  injections  of  an  anodyne  without  gratitude?  Who  is 
there  that  has  had  to  submit  to  the  knife  of  the  surgeon  whose  heart 
does  not  overflow  with  gratitude  to  those  who  introduced  and  perfected 
ansethesia?  The  electric  telegraph,  the  greatest  marvel  of  our  time, 
was  a  thing  which  in  a  rough  way  scientific  men  had  long  thought  pos- 
sible; but  to  be  cut  for  stone,  and  to  know  nothing  of  the  agony,  to 
have  a  leg  removed  and  smilingly  to  ask  when  the  operation  is  over — 
"When  are  you  going  to  begin ? "-^these  are  marvels  of  which  none 
dreamt;  no  exaggerations  or  fiction  equal  this  reality.  The  discov- 
ery of  the  value  of  subcutaneous  injection,  of  anodynes,  and  local  an- 
awthesia  by  ice,  ether  spray,  and  of  general  anaesthesia  by  ether,  chlo- 
roform, and  nitrous  oxide,  are  advances  in  alleviative  medicine  worthy 
to  rank  with  the  advances  in  preventive,  curative,  and  prolongative 
medicine  to  which  I  have  referred.  Keeping  in  view,  then,  these  prac- 
tical matters,  and  the  object  for  which  medicine  is  esteemed  by  the 
public — namely,  its  power  to  prevent  disease,  to  cure  disease,  to  pro- 
long life,  and  to  alleviate  suffering,  I  feel  that  I  have  said  enough  am- 
ply to  prove  the  truth  of  my  assertion  that  thp  progress  of  medicine 
as  an  art  has,  during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  been  second  to  that  of 
no  other  science ;  while  the  present  advanced  state  of  medical  educa- 
tion, the  perfection  of  the  means  of  physical  research,  the  many  new 
centres  of  knowledge  being  established  in  our  colonial  empire  and  in 
America,  the  widely -diffused  acquaintance  of  the  profession  with  mod- 
em languages;  the  rapidity  with  which  knowledge  spreads;  the  con- 
firmation, correction,  or  recitation  which  follows  so  quickly  on  the 
publication  of  novelties;  the  great  ability,  the  absence  of  prejudice, 
untiriuff  energy,  and  truthfulness  exhibited  by  the  younger  workers 
in  the  field  of  our  science,  render  me  hopeful  that  the  next  quarter 
of  a  century  will  be  distinguished  by  far  greater  progress  than  the 
last. 

After  a  few  further  remarks,  Sir  W.  Jenner  concluded  amid  loud 
applause, — Laneety  July  31st. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


New  York  Citt,  Aratrsr  15,  1869. 

piAR  Journal:  This  summer  has  been  with  us,  thus  far,  a  re* 
markable  one,  both  foir  its  coolness  of  temperature  and  low  mortali^. 
"We  have  not  really  had  more  than  four  or  five  days  of  excessive 
heat,  and  the  city  has  been  especially  free  from  epidemics  of  any 
kind.  If  the  mortality  is  as  low  for  August  as  it  was  for  July,  in  which 
month  there  were  two  thousand,  six  hundred  and  ninety-one  deaths 
against  three  thousand,  two  hundred  and  sizty-seven,  for  July,  1868, 
a  decrease  of  five  hundred  and  seventy-six,  or  nearly  eighteen  per  cent, 
this  will  have  been  one  of  our  most  healthful  summers  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  Board  of  Health  is  exceedingly  active  in  having  teneBMDt 
houses  thoroughly  inspected,  and  in  abating  nuisances.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  in  this  city  for  last  week  was  five  hundred  and 
ninety-one,'  of  these,  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  were  from  symotk 
diseases,  one  hundred  and  twenty -four  constitutional  diseases,  one  hmi- 
dred  and  fifly-one  local  diseases,  thirty-two  developmental,  and  die  re- 
maining fifteen  were  deaths  from  violence.  Of  the  deaths  from  zymo- 
tic diseases,  three  were  from  small-pox j  fourteen,  measles;  fourteen, 
scarlatina;  four,  diphtheria;  six,  croup;  three,  whooping-cough;  one, 
typhus  fever;  three,  typhoid  fever;  ten,  cholera  infantum;  ninety, 
cholera  morbus;  twenty-one  from  other  zymotic  diseases;  pulmonary 
consumption,  sixty-eight;  convulsions,  twenty-four;  pneumonia,  twen- 
ty-two. 

In  Brooklyn,  last  week,  the  number  of  deaths  was  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four,  of  which,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  were  male,  and  one 
hundred  and  eleven  female ;  of  these,  one  hundred  and  sixty -one  were 
under  five  years  of  age.  The  principal  diseases  were,  cholera  infaatan, 
fifty;  consumption,  twenty -one;  diarrhesa,  eighteen;  marasmus,  six- 
teen; still-born,  twenty. 

Thus  far,  there  have  been  but  very  few  cases  of  sun-«troke  occur- 
ring in  our  city  this  season.  During  the  summer  of  1866,  while  we 
were  on  the  medical  staff  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  there  were  a  large  num- 
ber of  cases  of  sun-stroke  admitted  to  that  institution,  an  abstract 
of  which  we  published  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  of  Phil- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


scr 

mdelpluft,  of  OotoW  12tii,  1867.    Just  at  tUft  pwrtieiilar  seaaoa,  it 
may  not  be  inappropriate  to  repeat  liere  wliat  we  then  reported: 

*' There  hare  been  siztj-three  cams  of  flon-stroke  admitted  into  the  hospital 
this  •nmmer.  VlAy  one  of  theee  were  admitted  during  the  month  of  Jnlf;  fifty^  ' 
thvee  ware  maloi}  ten  were  femalee;  forty  were  fatal;  twenty^three  reeovered; 
twen^-two  were  moribnnd  when  admitted^  being  nnable  to  swallow,  and  dying 
within  four  hoarg  after  admission ;  aboat  forty-five  were  comatose  when  admttted  i 
abont  three- fourths  were  complicated  with  diarrbcea,  and  a  few  with  vomiting; 
there  were  riee-water  discharges  in  three ;  constipation  was  not  marked  in  any 
esse  >the  pnpils  were  mach  contracted  in  abont  seven-eighths  of  the  ceses ;  in  the 
lemaining  one-dghth  they  were  dilated;  the  skin  wis  intensely  hot  in  all  esses 
except  two,  in  which  it  was  cool;  there  were  convulsions  in  twelve  cases— one  of 
these  proved  fiktal,  one  case  was  followed  by  sobacute  meningitis,  and  proved  fktaL 

**TMEAXMWKT-^l^im»lanta  were  tried  in  six  cases,  but  seemed  rather  to  do  injury 
than  good — all  of  these  died— cold  to  the  head,  and  friction  with  ice  were  used  in 
connection  with  the  stimulants.  Chlorqform  was  given  in  drachm  doses  in  one 
case  witb  apparent  benefit  at  first,  but  the  patient  subsequently  died.  Biocd4Btiinf 
was  employed  in  three  cases  with  no  benefit— the  paAieats  aU  dyhig.  Bromid$  tf 
po(s$Mium,  with  eoid  to  the  head,  and  alternation  of  heat  and  cold  to  the  spine^  WM 
employed  in  eleven  caseS)  five  of  which  recovered.  In  one  case,  the  bromide  was 
given  and  the  patient  wrapped  in  a  blanket  wrung  out  of  hot  water;  he  recovered  • 
In  another  case,  the  hot  blanket  was  used  in  the  same  manner,  with  the  effect  of 
ronsing  the  patient  fh>m  a  state  of  coma  for  a  moment,  but  he  ultimately  died. 
Ko  bromide  was  given  in  this  case,  as  the  patient  was  unable  to  swallow.  In  one 
ctte,  bromide  was  given  in  connection  with  the  cold  douche.  In  this  ease  there  Was 
o^sthotosos  and  greatly  dilated  pupils.  The  treatment  seemed  to  relieve  at  first, 
bat  the  patient  ultimately  died.  In  most  of  the  cases,  the  bromide  seemed  to  aet 
as  a  powerfiil  diaretic  Autopiiea  were  obtained  in  seven  cas^  The  brain  was 
much  congested  in  six  of  these  cases ;  in  one,  it  was  apparentiy  healthy ;  in  five, 
there  was  a  moderate  amount  of  serous  eflfusion  beneath  the  arachnoid  and  into  the 
ventricles.  The  Iwiffa  were  very  mu6h  congested  in  every  case.  The  Hsart  was  soft 
sad  flabby  in  four,  healthy  in  three.  In  five,  the  whole  mtetlbud  eamU  was  very 
flsaeh  congested,  and  presented  numerous  spots  of  ecchymosls.  The  mesenterie, 
soBlary,  and  agmiaated  glands,  were  mneh  ealarged  acd  vaiCQlar«  Tlnre  were 
paints  of  nloeration  in  the  large  intestine  in  two  eases." 

The  new  Lnnatie  ABjlnm  to  be  ereoted  on  Ward's  Island  by  Ite 
OommissionerB  of  PttbKe  Cfharities  and  Gorreetion,  is'  intended  to  ae- 
commodate  six  hundred  patients,  and  the  erection  will  be  eonuneneed 
forthwith.  The  Asylnm  on  Blackweirs  Island  now  eonitaiBS  over 
twelve  hundred  patients,  with  proper  aeeommodatioas  te  moL  hnndved 
only.  The  OommisBionefe  are  afhud  that  if  insamty  keeps  on  inereas- 
ing  at  the  present  rate,  the  new  Asylun  wiD  soon  be  insoffieient  te 
the  aeeotnmodatien  of  loaatlos. 

A  pnblie  emhibttion  was  given  in  the  harber,  sometoneaince,  of  the 

<••>  Digitized  by  Google 


B68  wssrrxBN  lovavAL  am  wmDionn, 

itaprored  life-saving  applisnoes  patented  by^  Captain  J.  B.  Btoner. 
The  adranti^eB  of  the  life-boat  were  first  put  to  the  test.  The  im- 
pravement  claimed  in  this  is  the  ballast — ^a  weight  attached  to  the  end 
of  a  leyer,  which  can  be  almost  instantly  lowered  to  a  depth  of  tweWe 
ftet,  more  or  less.  When  not  in  use,  this  weight  is  raised  up  so  as  to 
form  a  part  of  the  boat,  similar  to  a  center-board.  The  test  was  madt 
by  nine  men  getting  into  the  boat,  filling  it  completely  with  water,  and 
attempting  to  upset  it  by  all  getting  on  one  edge.  Though  the  edge 
of  the  boat  was  thus  carried  beneath  the  water,  it  righted  itself  in- 
stantly when  the  weight  was  remored.  The  life-preserver  was  next 
exhibited.  This  consists  of  a  cork  jacket,  not  visibly  differing  from 
those  which  have  for  many  years  been  in  use  on  vessels,  and  of  a 
water-proof  dress  of  rubber-cloth,  which  envelopes  the  whole  person 
except  the  face.  Rubber  paddles  for  facilitating  progress  in  the  water, 
are  provided  for  the  hands.  The  prominent  feature  in  this  apparatoi 
consists  of  two  weights,  of  five  pounds  each,  attached  to  the  fieet 
These  are  designed  to  keep  the  body  upright  in  the  water.  In  addi* 
tion  to  these  means  for  keeping  the  body  from  sinking,  he  is  supplied 
with  a  water-tight  tin  can,  having  considerable  buoyancy,  and  contain- 
ing fresh  water,  concentrated  meats,  matches,  stimulants  and  skj-roek- 
ets  for  night-signals.  This  can  is  furnished  with  the  ballast,  which 
OML  be  readily  lowered,  and  which  keeps  it  *< right  side  up**  in  the 
roughest  sea.  Captain  Stoner  and  I>r.  Smith  rigged  themselves  in 
their  floats,  weights  and  impermeables,  and  plunged  into  the  sea.  The 
time  required  to  dress  was  at  least  fifteen  minutes.  After  the  men 
got  in  the  water,  the  performance  was  beautiful ;  Captain  Stoner  and 
his  companion  displayed  a  red  flag,  ate  and  drank  from  their  stor^  in 
the  can,  lighted  a  cigar  eachf  and  had  a  social  smoke.  Finally,  having 
driflkad  several  hundred  yards  from,  the  steamer,  they  sent  up  aignals 
of  distress,  in  the  form  of  sky-rockets  and  roman  candles*  This  ex- 
hibition was  quite  satisfactory,  and  the  signals  being  observed  by  the 
men  isk  the  life-boat,  (which,  in  the  meantime,  had  been  rigged  as  a 
saiUng  vessel),  they  oame  to  them  and  pioked  them  up. — (itfeto  York 
3H&tms.) 

flinoe  tiM  above  performances  took  place,  Captain  Staner  has  pcr- 
ftoted  the  maohinwy  of  his  boat,  and  a  few  days  ago  a  new  trial  with 
it  took  pkoe.  Seven  persons  got  into  the  boat  and  tried  to  upeet  it^ 
but  failed.  Then  they  filled  it  with  water,  and  attempted  without  soe- 
cess  to  capsize  it.  The  Captain  then  gave  another  exhiUtioa  <ii  his 
life-saving  apparatus.    He  stood  upright  in  the  water,  hoisted  his 
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day-signal}  called  <*  Eureka,"  bnrned  roman  candles  and  smoked  a 

The  Medical  Record  annouDces  two  praes  offered  by  Prof.  Louis 
Blsberg,  of  the  UniTersitj  Medical  College,  a&d  free  to  be  competed 
for  bj  all  medical  students.  One  prise  is  offered  for  the  best  illustra* 
ted  report  of  the  clinic  of  diseases  of  the  throat  at  the  Uniyersitj, 
and  the  other  for  the  best  anatomical  preparation  of  the  pharyngo 
nasal  space.  Yours,  very  truly, 

JaUSS  B.  BURlfXTT,  M.  D. 


Pabis,  August  8, 1869. 

The  ruins  of  but  one  building  in  Paris  remain  from  the  days  of 
Boman  conquest  and  occupation,  the  ancient  Palais  des  Thermea, 
founded  towards  the  close  of  the  third  century.  Here  it  was  that  hit 
soldiers  proclaimed  Julian  emperor  in  B60.  Nothing  stands  now  but 
ike  baths,  a  good  miniature  representation  of  their  colossal  prototypes 
of  Bome. 

The  subsequent  dynasty,  which  expelled  the  Boman,  the  Mero- 
vingian, under  Olovis  II.,  leaye  us,  also,  one  building  still  presefred, 
and  sinoe  many  times  enlarged.  It  stands  on  the  island  in  the  Seine, 
where  the  city  first  existed.  Histories  are  written  of  the  building. 
It  is  tbe  oldest  of  its  kind  in  Europe,  unless  China  can  antedate  it^  in 
the  world.  Oenerations  have  entered  and  passed  away;  dynaatiea  hare 
fioariahed  and  faded,  monarchy,  republic  and  empire,  with  almost  all 
die  vicissitudes  of  ancnent  Bome;  the  reign  of  tyranny  and  the  reign 
of  terror  have  swept  over  it,  and  it  has  stood,  as  it  atends  to*day, 
tfirough  all  that  more  than  millenium  of  time.  The  ravages  which 
did  not  spare  the  great  Cathedral  opposite,  but  which  converted  it,  mttti* 
ktod  and  defaced,  inte  a  so-^udled  Temple  of  Besaon,  did  not  dese- 
enA/b  a  single  stone  of  ito  composition.  The  fanaticism  of  priestoxalt, 
which  wreaked  ite  cruel  vengeance  on  that  fearful  night  of  St.  Bair- 
tholomew;  the  fory  of  an  enraged  and  insane  mob,  which  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  spill  the  blood  of  their  very  king  and  queea,  in  erasing  every 
existence  and  emblem  of  royalty,  never  laid  a  violent  hand  upon  it  or 
any  of  ito  inmates.  Prisons  were  demoliahed;  conrento  and  monas- 
teries which,  protected  by  the  puissant  hand  of  papal  authority,  cov- 
ered a  third  of  the  best  sites  of  the  city,  were  swept  away;  monumente 
overthrown ;  stetues  melted  down  into  bulleto;  but  whatover  the  domi^ 
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aaat  power,  reafon  or  paauoB,  the  old  bniMing  itm  itill  pfreaorrod 
MMred  when  no  other  influence  or  power  eonld  act. 

When  Uw  wm  abrogated,  and  religion  contemned,  medicine  still 
preienred  her  power,  and  will;  Ibr  is  it  not  bulwarked  and  hallowed 
into  each  indiTldnality  of  exisienee  by  the  first  and  greatest  law  of 
natore,  self-preserration?  Upon  the  architraye  of  this  building  is 
written,  in  plain  simple  letters,  Hotel  Dien;  formerlj  it  ran,  Maisoa 
de  Dieu,  House  of  Qod — ^a  name  &r  more  appropriate  to  it  than  to 
many  of  the  statelier  mansions  of  ecclesiastic  pomp.  Else  than  this 
front  of  half  a  dosen  doric  columns,  it  is  an  unsjmmetrical  pile;  but 
we  delight  to  traverse  its  long,  dark  corridors,  and  its  wards  named 
from  the  different  saints  in  the  calendar,  and  to  roam  over  its  covered 
bridge  over  the  Seine,  which  connects  it  by  an  underground  tunnel 
with  the  newer  feaule  department  beyond,  peopling  them  with  the 
many  men  of  might  in  medicine,  who  haye  passed  half  a  life  time  hwe 
before  haying  grayen  names  high  and  ineffaceable  on  tiie  pilfaa  of 
fame.  It  seems  sacrilege  to  rase  it,  eyen  for  the  magnificent  structure 
in  erection  across  the  way;  but  its  years  are  numbered  now. 

The  same  splendor  that  characterises  all  the  public  edifices  of  Paris, 
has  been  layished  upon  her  numberless  buildings  for  the  care  of  the 
sick.  Her  finest  hospitals  really  merit  the  name  of  palaces.  It  is 
hard  to  conceive  of  room  for  improvement  after  an  inflpeetion  of  Ae 
Laraboisiere,  and  the  new  Hotel  Dieu  will  Ailly  equal  it  in  arrange- 
ssent — surpass  it  in  architecture. 

There  are  so  many  and  such  excellent  works  on  the  various  hospi- 
tals ef  Paris  in  your  easy  reach,  especially  one  lately  published  widi 
large  illustrations  of  all  the  principal  hospitals  of  Europe,  that  we 
may  refrain  from  any  attempt  at  desoription  and  occupy  our  limits 
witfi  more  agreeable  matter. 

We  copy,  then,  first  for  tiie  benefit  of  your  many  readers  who  woe 
once  Paris  students,  the  list  of  present  chain  and  occupants  in  tibs 
ner  session  just  ekMcd: 

If.M. 

IMIdd  Nstofsl  BlMrr,  BslUon. 

Pkyitologjr,  LoagH. 

ThsrspeaUes  ssA  Materia  KedtcS)  QuWer. 

Surgical  Pathologx,  Dolb^aa. 

Legal  Medicine,  Tardien. 

PharmacologT^,  Regnauld. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Pijot 

Pathologioal  Aaatomj,  Vulpiaa. 
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MedicAl  CUoicf,  See  and  Behier. 

Surgical  Glliiieai  Laagier,  Goflaelin,  Broca  and  Rlchet. 

Obstetrical  Clinic,  Depaal. 

Diseases  of  Infants,  Roger. 

Diseases  of  Skin,  — . 

Diseases  of  ^e, . 

The  course  of  study  in  the  summer  sessions,  for  the  four  years,  is 
axrranged  as  follows : 

Fint  Fear— Medical  Natural  Historjp  Herfoorization,  Exercises  in  the  Botas^ 
ical  Garden  of  the  Faculty,  Chemical  Manipulations. 

Second  Ytaar — Physiology,  Internal  Pathology,  Bxternal  Pathology,  Practical 
Exercises  in  Physiology. 

Tlard  Tear— Physiology,  Internal  and  External  Pathology,  Obstetrics,  Opera- 
tions and  Dressings,  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacology,  Pathology, 
Aoatonyt  Medical  and  Surgical  OUnics. 

Fourth  Ttat — Internal  and  External  Pathology,  Obstetrics,  Therapeutics  apd 
Materia  Medica,  Legal  Medicine,  Pathology,  Anatomy,  Hygiene^  Medical,  Surgical 
and  Obstetrical  Clinics,  Practical  Exercises  in  Medicine. 

Paris  ia  dull  enough  now  in  Medicine — during  the  long  vaoatioa, 
most  of  the  professors  being  in  the  larva  condition  and  only  to  ^tnl- 
ope  when  the  winter  session  begins.  The  daily  risits  are  still,  how- 
ever, regularly  made,  and  oecupation  enough  might  be  afforded  to  the 
stodent  if  he  could  be  present  at  that  period.  Unfortunately  all  ti^itB 
are  made  in  the  morning  from  eight  to  eleven ;  and  as  this  is  a  city  ^ 
magnificent  distances,  and  the  hospitals  are  situatcfd  in  the  most  re- 
note  points  of  Uiese  diBtaneea,  an  attondanoe  on  more  than  two  dtily 
is  simply  impossible.  We  are  somewhat  happily  situated  in  this  re- 
gard, about  the  centre  of  the  celebrated  Latin  Quarter,  a  few  paoee 
from  the  clinics  of 'the  school,  and  within  ten  minutes  walk  of  the 
Hotel  Dieu  and  the  Gharit6.  The  clinios  contain  two  departmente, 
Ac  Surgical  and  the  Obetetrical,  the  latter  under  the  chMrge  of  Prof. 
Depaul ;  and  we  may  make  a  note  or  two  on  its  character.  And  fisii, 
then,  with  all  the  magnificent  material  in  every  department  of  medi- 
cine, which  a  city  of  one  and  two-thirds  millions  inhabitants  naturally 
•fords,  backed  by  the  neat  sum  of  four  and  a  half  millions  francs  aa- 
aual  expenditures  for  educational  purposes,  the  whole  amount  of  ob- 
etetrical material  that  may  be  used  in  the  instruction  of  students,  is 
•ontained  in  thie  pHiably  small  ^artment  of  thirty-six  bedst  and 
Aat,  too,  when  one  eaitre  third  of  all  births  ifi  illegitimate.  Ptoh 
pmdarl    The  grand  lying-in  hoapital  oi  the  city  is  inaccesaihie  to  sta- 
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dents — wbj,  we  know  not;  and  an  interrogation  of  a  Frenoh  atedent 
only  yields  that  inevitable  shrug  of  the  shoulders  which  means  so  many 
things  that  we  have  never  been  able  to  arrive  at  anything  satis&ctoiy. 
That  it  does  not  depend  on  a  profound  respect  for  female  modesty,  a 
few  remarks  further  on  may  illustrate.  The  hospital  is  ordinary 
enough,  too,  in  other  respects.  There  is  a  considerable  show  of  white 
linen  in  beds  and  in  curtains,  which  surround  them  here  as  everywhere 
in  Paris;  but  there  is  not  that  cleanliness  of  nook  and  corner  which 
bespeaks  the  constant  vigilance  of  the  superior  officer  in  these  mat- 
ters of  rnch  vital  importance  in  this  department;  and  though  there  iB 
an  abundance  of  assistants,  in  their  white  aprons,  and  a  superabund- 
ance of  nurses  for  such  a  small  affair,  there  is  too  much  easy  fumil- 
iarity  all  round  to  ensure  that  discipline  which  is  so  essential  to  the 
oharaoter  of  a  modern  hospital. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  glean  much  of  novelty  in  the  way  of 
treatment.  Eight  days  is  the  period  of  decubitus.  Diet  very  low  at 
first,  is  gradually  increased.  All  cases  of  puerperal  difficulty  affecting 
the  abdomen  are  hidden  under  a  large  cataplasm.  One  or  two  rather 
wvere  blisters  we  have  seen  applied.  The  only  case  of  puerperal  con- 
vulsions proved  fatal — there  was  nothing  special  in  the  treatment 
There  is  still  one  quite  interesting  case  in  the  wards.  An  oocipito  pos- 
terior position  was  delivered  with  considerable  difficulty  by  the  for- 
ceps, (the  long  French  instrument  is  here  employed),  subsequently  fever 
ensued  and  a  large  abscess  formed  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue,  just 
over  the  uterus.  Long  shreds  or  masses  of  degenerated  adipose  tissue 
and  rectus  muscle  are  daily  extracted  through  the  small  orifice  of 
spontaneous  origin,  which  permits  the  escape  also  of  a  profuse  puru- 
lent discharge,  attended  with  gas  of  such  an  odor  as  at  one  time  to 
have^aused  a  suspicion  of  intestinal  lesion.  The  microscope,  however, 
ejceludes  all  sterooraceous  matter.  To-day  the  cavity  was  injected 
with  potass,  permangan.  Patient's  condition  critical  from  long  con- 
iianed  suppuration,  but  reoovery  still  highly  probable. 

One  practical  fact  should  hardly  escape  unnoticed,  and  that  is  the 
enveloping  of  premature  infants  in  raw  cotton,  a  perfect  case  being 
«ade,  leaving  only  the  face  free — the  best  means  we  have  ever  seen 
.^oployed  for  constantly  preserving  a  proper  temperature. 

The  number  of  cases  of  cancer  in  Maissonneuve's  wards  in  the 
Hotel  Dieu  is  peribcUy  astounding.  It  would  seem  that  he  selects 
such  cases  from  the  whole  city.  He  attacks  them,  certainly,  in  a  meet 
fearless  manner,  as  we  do  not  ever  remember  to  have  seen  suoh  huge 
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vlongliing  surfaces  as  these  after  the  application  of  his  eanstic.  We 
know  nothing  of  results.  It  was  our  pleasure  to  witness  the  applica- 
tion of  his  famous  gutta  peroha  air-excluder,  ko.y  on  seyeral  cases  of 
amputated  limbs.  We  certainly  noticed  several  cases  in  which  it  did 
not  prevent  the  formation  of  pus,  and  one  in  which  he  removed  it 
altogether  on  that  account. 

Your  readers  are  probably  aware  that  all  the  public  positions  of 
Paris  are  filled  by  competitive  examination.  We  had  some  curiosity 
to  sift  the  matter  a  little,  and  to-day  we  accidentally  encountered  an 
announcement  for  a  concours  for  two  physicians  and  one  druggist, 
with  the  laws  regulating  such  things  in  general.  Voila  the  following 
extracts : 

"The  candidate  must  be  a  graduate,  and  mast  hare  studied  fire  years;  if  an 
iBteme  in  a  Paris  heepital,  four  suffices;  if  an  interne  laureate,  it  is  still  slightly 
reduced.  He  must  be  inscribed  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Administration 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  commencement  of  the  concours.  The  members  of 
the  jury  are  drawn  by  lot  by  the  Directors  of  Administration,  in  the  presence  of 
two  members  of  the  Council,  delegated  to  this  purpose.  The  duties  of  jurymen  are 
obligatory,  and  they  may  only  be  excused  for  grave  causes.  There  shall  never  be 
more  than  two  jurymen  from  one  institution.  A  service  once  on  a  j nry  exempts  from 
fbture  service  for  a  period  of  two  years.  Five  days  after  closure  of  the  lists,  such 
can^date  may  present  himself  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  to  acquaint  himself 
with  his  jury.  Any  written  objections  to  any  juryman  must  be  handed  sealed  to 
the  Director,  who  shall  consult  with  the  two  members  of  Council  as  to  the  proper 
steps.  In  case  the  Director  and  Councilmen  &il  to  agree,  the  matter  is  to  be  refer- 
red for  final  decision  to  the  Prefect  of  the  Seine  (mayor  of  the  city).  If  no  otjee- 
iion  is  tendered  within  five  days,  the  jury  is  considered  as  definite.  In  case  of  a 
physician,  the  jury  is  composed  of  six  physicians  and  one  surgeon,  seven  in  all,  and 
all  members  of  staffs  of  hospitals.  For  druggists,  the  jury  to  consist  of  six  drug* 
l^sts,  one  physidan  and  one  surgeon — ^four  of  the  druggists  to  be  selected  from  the 
hospitals  and  two  from  the  city.  In  all  cases  a  parent  or  relative  is  to  be  sought 
out  and  excluded.  The  examination  is  divided  into  two  varieties:  first,  the  examir 
nation  of  admissibility,  and  second,  the  examination  definite.  The  first  is  common 
te  all  competitors,  the  second  only  to  those  who  have  passed  the  first. 

"  Examination  of  Admissibility — I.  An  oral  theoretical  question  on  a  subject  of 
pathology — ^twenty  minutes  for  reflection,  and  twenty  minutes  for  answer.  2.  A 
elinical  examination  of  a  patient — ^ten  minutes  for  examination,  and  fifteen  min- 
ntes  for  developing  an  opinion  on  the  malady  orally  before  the  jury  after  five  min- 
ates  for  reflection.  3.  A  written  opinion  on  a  patient,  for  the  preparation  of  which 
forty-five  minutes  is  allowed  after  ten  minutes  examination — ^the  opinion  to  be 
written  immediately  after  the  examination. 

"Prooft  Definile^I.  A  composition  written  on  a  sulgect  of  pathology,  embracing 
Hi  pathological  anatomicel  elemenla— three  hours  time  granted.    2.  Clinical  ex- 
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Mnnatioft  of  two  pfttients — twentj  miaates  for  exanmation  of  tiie  two— tiusfey 
minutes  for  the  oral  dissertatioD  before  the  jurj,  after  fire  miaiites  reflection. 

«>  The  maximum  of  points  for  each  examination  is  fixed  as  follows :  For  aA- 
missihility,  twentj;  for  the  definite,  thirty/' 

It  is  evident  enough  that  mediocritj  seldom  gains  admission  int» 
a  Paris  hospital,  inferiority  never. 

The  Prenoh  student  is  a  being  of  strange  composition.  Being  a 
Frenchman,  he  partakes,  of  course,  of  his  grand  national  characteris- 
tics j  indeed,  he  is  eminently  an  exponent  thereof.  He  works  all  day 
generally  faithfully,  and  then  dissipates  with  equal  fidelity  all  night. 
Of  course  there  are  many  bright  exceptions — ^we  speak  of  the  aver- 
age. Dissipation  in  France,  however,  is  not  the  course  and  vulgar 
rowdyism  of  many  other  lands;  but  is  converted  into  a  science,  and 
displayed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  allure  youth  in  the  most  fascinating, 
almost  irresistible  manner.  Every  sense  is  addressed ;  the  most  tempt- 
ing articles  of  luxury  are  every  where  paraded  in  the  streeta,  the  cost- 
liest and  rarest  viands,  the  choicest  wines  on  the  table,  the  moal  class- 
ical music  at  the  opera,  and  grades  all  the  way  down  in  the  leas^  thea- 
ter, whose  name  is  legion,  to  suit  the  taste  and  pocket  of  every  class* 
Woman  is  a  luxury  the  most  attractive  of  all.  Boocacio's  pen  could 
scarce  do  justice  to  the  morality  of  Paris.  What  Byron  said  of  Spain, 
might  be  stated  with  equal  justice  of  Paris.  "  The  negation  is  omitted 
from  the  commandment,  and  it  runs.  Thou  shalt." 

Sunday  is  Saturnalia,  and  virtue  and  verdancy  8ynoayBM>u8  tems. 
Of  course  this  is  only  the  superficial  view;  and  it  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten for  a  moment  that  behind  all  this  dissolution  and  vice  there  still 
remain  many  great  and  honorable  men,  some  of  the  world's  greatest 
indeed,  and  many  virtuous  women;  and  it  is  to  the  peradventural  ex- 
istence of  these  that  Paris  may  be  said  to  b^  preserved  from  the 
effeminacy  which  proved  the  ruin  of  Venice,  or  from  the  mobo  con- 
dign punishment  which  was  visited  upon  Babylon,  or  8odo»  and  Go- 
morrah. W. 


Zanxsyilu,  Ohio,  Awarar  16, 1869. 
Mr  BsAK  PB0VX8BDB  Paktin:  Please  say  to  your  readers  that^  im 
addition  to  the  New  York  Medical  Journal^  the  whole  of  the  article 
on  the  "Aims  of  Modern  Medicine,'*  the  concluding  portion  of  whicli 
was  copied  into  your  August  number,  has  been  republished  in  the 
Living  Age,  number  1306,  for  June  12th,  1869,  as  well  aa  iA  Oe  Lm- 
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dtm  Qmarier^  Review,  repnbliabed  in  New  York  in  A^il|  1869.  Th» 
price  of  the  Living  Agt  is  but  eighteen  cents,  of  the  Review  seTentjr- 
iye  cents;  and  they  can  be  had  at  or  through  all  news-dealers  every- 
where.  The  purchase  of  either  publication,  containing  it  entire,  will 
be  a  wise  inyestment  for  all  those  who  desire  to  obtain  in  small  com- 
pass the  prime  ''Aims  of  Modern  Medicine." 

Yours  faithfully,  Z.  0.  McEjubot. 


Anna,  Ohio,  Arorsr  12, 1869. 
Editoe  Joubnal:  In  Braith waiters  Retrotpeci  for  July,  1869,  page 
248,  is  an  article  by  Dr.  L.  W.  Sedgwick,  on  the  use  of  a  reflecting 
mirror  in  examinations  by  speculum.  Allow  me  to  suggest  that  the 
common  bull-eye  lantern  meets  every  want — is  easily  managed,  and 
the  light  is  unequaled  for  brightness.  W.  McMiiOJ^^  M.  D. 
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TBANSACTIONS  OP  THE  AMERICAN  OPHTHALMOLOGIC 
CAL  SOCIETY— FOUKTH  AND  FIFTH  ANNUAL  MEET- 
INGS,  1867-U  

This  volume  is  the  exponent  of  one  of  the  most  industrious  of  our 
scientilie  bodies;  as  such  it  should  command  the  attention  of  erery 
supporter  of  progress.  It  contains  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pages^ 
beautifully  printed,  and  many  very  elegant  illustrations.  The  society 
numbers  fifty  members,  all  eminent  in  their  specialty;  and  all  have 
labored  to  contribute  to  the  Transactions  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
the  work  an  honor  to  their  body.  We  will  take  space  for  a  short 
synopsis  of  some  of  its  contents : 

In  a  report  on  the  Progress  of  Ophthalmology  for  1865, 1866  and 
1867,  as  an  evidence  of  the  importance  at  present  attached  to  this  sci* 
•ace,  mention  is  made  of  nearly  three  hundred  new  works  aiid  mono- 
gfi^hs  on  the  subject. 

Hutchinson  says  of  ophthalmoscopic  appearances  in  tobacco  anuiu* 
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Tosis,  that  at  first  there  is  rednees  simply,  later  the  disk  grows  p«le 
from  its  periphery,  especially  on  the  enter  side,  and  at  length  assuiiMs 
a  milky  whiteness.  This  process  occupies  from  four  months  to  a  yeaar — 
not  attended  with  pain  or  photophobia;  blindness  gradual  and,  finally, 
complete.  Withdrawal  of  cause  often  induces  speedy  arrest  of  symp- 
toms. 

Yirchow  for  struma  exopththalmica  uses  perseyeringly  mm,  di^- 
iali$  and  belladonna — objecting  to  iodine  as  harmful. 

Obeerrers  conjoin  in  the  statement  that  enucleation  is  never  to  be 
neglected  in  oases  of  $ympathetic  ophthalmia  where  there  is  merely 
irritability  or  even  teroui  iriti$,  but  that  it  is  useless  where  the  sympa- 
thetic trouble  amounts  to  an  irido  cyclitis. 

Dr.  Luca,  of  Naples,  suggests  the  powder  oS  sulphate  of  soda  as 
a  superior  agent  for  removal  of  corneal  opacities. 

Prof.  Knap  suggests  as  an  improvement,  obviating  sympathetic 
trouble  in  other  eye,  the  use  of  conjunctival  sutures  in  the  operation 
for  staphyloma. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Noyes  advocates  complete  correction  of  differing  degrees 
of  astigmatism  in  the  two  eyes  as  the  best  means  of  obtaining  good 
binocular  vision. 

In  diseases  of  the  nasal  ducts  Dr.  H.  W.  Williams  offers  a  modifi- 
cation of  Bowman's  probes — giving  them  a  bulbous  extremity,  and 
diminishing  the  shaft.  Dr.  Oreen  advises  the  use  of  lead  as  superior 
to  other  material  for  styles. 

Dr.  Derby  cites  two  cases  in  which  atropia  induced  acate  symptoms 
in  glaucoma. 

In  an  exhaustive  article  Dr.  Loring  demonstrates  that  convergenoe 
ean  not  be  changed  without  a  relative  alteration  of  aceommodation; 
but  that  accommodation  may  be  changed  without  altering  oonvefgenee. 

Dr.  H.  Williams  reports  favorably  on  his  method  of  using  the  cor- 
neal suture  after  flap  extractions  of  cataract. 

Dr.  Oreen  has  introduced  a  new  series  of  test  types,  an  improve- 
ment on  those  of  Snellen  and  Jager. 

Dr.  H.  Noyes  states  that  the  appearances  in  glycosuric  and  albn- 
menuric  retenitis  are  similar. 

Dr.  Jeffries  demonstrates  the  frequency  of  severe  ophthalmitiB  in 
fkcial  herpcM  zoster. 

Dr.  Hildreth  states  that  ansosthesia  of  the  cornea  occurs  not  from 
general  intra-ocular  tension,  but  from  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  dB* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ary  ring,  and  tlial  it  is  speedily  reAoved  by  division  of  this  ring,  all 
the  accompanying  symptoms  disappearing  also. 

Dr.  Williams,  of  Cincinnati,  gives  his  approval  of  Oraefe's  method 
of  linear  extraction  of  cataract  above  all  others,  as  affording  a  greater 
ratio  of  success.  He  prefers  to  operate  without  ansMthetics.  Dr. 
Noyes,  of  New  York,  also  gives  his  testimony  in  its  feivor,  but  ahrays 
uses  thlorofarm. 

The  volume  concludes  with  a  new  series  of  tests  for  detection  and 
measurement  of  astygmatism,  by  Dr.  Oreen,  of  St.  Louis.      J.  &.  IL 


PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE   STATE   MEDICAL   SOCIETY   OF 
KENTUCKY,  HELD  AT  LEXINGTON,  APRIL,  1869. 


Kentucky  has  a  medical  history  of  which  her  physicians  are  justly 
proud.  Ovariotomy  had  its  origin  in  Kentucky.  A  Kentucky  sur- 
geon, still  living,  commenced,  half  a  century  ago,  a  series  of  opera- 
tions for  stone  in  the  bladder,  which,  for  the  unvarying  success  that 
attended  them,  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  Lithotomists  of  the  age. 
A  work  on  Pathology  and  Therapeutics,  from  the  pen  of  a  Kentucky 
physician,  Prof.  Cooke,  though  now  out  of  print  and  seldom  referred 
to,  exercised  for  many  years,  a  wonderful  influence  over  the  medical 
mind  of  the  South ;  and  for  learniDg,  closeoess  of  style,  and  force  of 
logic,  will  compare  favorably  with  any  work  that  has  issued  from  the 
American  press.  The  great  work  of  Dr.  Drake  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
Interior  Valley  of  North  America,  was  written  while  he  lectured  in  one 
of  the  medical  schools  of  Kentucky.  Dr.  Bartlett,  while  connected 
with  another  medical  school  in  Kentucky,  wrote  his  classical  work  on 
Fevers.  Many  of  Dr.  Gross'  popular  volumes  were  composed  while 
he  held  a  chair  in  the  University  of  Louisville;  and  it  was  while  he 
was  connected  with  the  same  institution  that  Dr.  Flint  began  to  collect 
the  materials  for  his  unequaled  work  on  Practice.  The  volumes  of 
Transactions  issued  from  the  Medical  Society  of  Kentucky,  in  former 
years,  were  of  signal  ability,  and  after  an  interruption  caused  by  the 
war,  it  is  pleasant  to  see  that  they  have  been  resumed. 

The  volume  before  us  sustains  the  reputation  of  the  Faculty,  which 
has  been  adorned  by  so  many  illustrious  names.  Dr.  Pawling's  ad- 
dress, as  President)  can  not  lay  claims  to  much  originality,  but  it  is 
aenaible,  and,  what  in  such  addresses  is  a  rare  merit,  it  is  short.    The 
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MIKMTi  of  Dr.  T.  S.  JettktM  on  ilw  Szpofttioii  Uiifenelk,  at  Puu,  it 
1867,  is  admirable.  H«  could  not  havo  ooipfomd  more  iafonpatioi 
into  the  same  spaee.  Fra&eOf  ke  says,  in  almost  erer j  departaeat  of 
tDdttstrj ,  played  the  leading  part,  and  took  «p  nearly  half  of  the  i» 
menae  building  in  the  display  of  her  produota.  The  ezhibiliaii  of 
ohemieala  and  remedial  agents  waa  nearly  eadlesa.  Dr«  Jenkins  saji 
of  quinine: 

**  Among  tbe  manj  remedial  a^nta  which  organic  chemiitrjr  has  aiR»rded  ai^ 
quinine  ooonpies  the  fiiat  plaee,  cfalorofbrm  and  morphine  the  aecoad.  Wittoofc 
quinine  large  tracta,  indeed  whole  conntriea,  wonld  be  nninhabitable  for  the  white 
race.  To  the  backwoodaman,  a  snpplj  of  quinine  is  as  important  as  gonpowder. 
The  *' quinine  &mine"  in  the  Mauritios  demonstrated  to  thousands  how  smill  a 
thing  eren  gold  itself  might  become  in  comparison  with  the  life-saving  salt.  Du> 
Ing  that  fatal  epidemic,  while  the  population  were  dying  at  the  rate  of  one  him- 
died  and  eightj  to  two  hundred  per  daj  throughout  the  ialAud,  a  few  onaeei  ef 
quinine  were  obtained  from  a  ship,  for  which  the  enormous  sum  of  one  hundred  sad 
thirty-seTen  dollars,  gold,  per  oaace^  was  cheerAilly  paid." 

The  following  paragraph  is  interesting: 

"The  greatest  chemical  industry  of  Great  Britain,  if  not  of  the  world,  ii  the 
alkali  manufacture  A'om  sea  salt.  The  enormous  magnitude  of  the  sods  prodao- 
tion  maj,  to  some  extent,  be  appreciated  when  we  know  that  fhll  forty  millioni 
pounds  are  aannallj  made.  Coaneetedwith  the  soda  works  are  fiietories  far  pie- 
dacing  chloride  of  Ume,  by  which  prooem  a  vast  qoantity  of  mnriatle  add,  whiA 
is  a  bj  product,  is  utilised.  This  acid  is  eliminated  from  conunon  salt  bj  the  ap- 
tion  of  oil  of  vitriol  during  the  first  step  in  the  process  of  Leblanc  for  soda  mskiss; 
and  if  the  immeasurable  volumes  of  this  gas  were  let  loose  into  the  atmosphere 
thej  would  blast  vegetation  for  miles  around.  It  was  once  thought  that  this  nui- 
sance could  be  avoided  by  carrying  the  gas  up,  by  means  of  tall  chimnfjs,  to  the 
highest  regions  of  the  atmosphere.  The  Muspratts  of  Liverpool  erected,  at  greit 
expense,  a  shaft  as  tall  as  8t.  Peter's  at  Rome,  and  containing  several  niUloBS  ef 
bricks,  to  carry  off  their  muriatic  add;  but,  on  trial,  it  was  found  that  this  plsa 
only  increased  the  evil;  for  the  gas,  being  heavier  than  the  air,  spread  its  deadlf 
influence  over  a  very  much  larger  area  of  country.  It  was  next  condensed  in  the 
rivers  and  streams  on  the  banks  of  which  the  works  were  erected,  but  this  plan 
was  soon  abandoned  when  it  was  found  that  it  killed  all  the  fish  inhaling  or  risit- 
ing  tiie  streams.  Now,  this  noxious  gas  is  condensed  by  conducting  it  into  huge 
slone  towers  filled  with  ooaise  silicons  pebbles  or  coke,  kept  oonstantly  wet  with 
water  dropping  from  above*  The  liquid  acid  runs  out  from  below,  and  is  atiliMd 
afterwards  by  decomposing  it  with  binexide  of  manganese,  eliminating  chloria^ 
to  be  used  in  forming  chlorinated  lime." 

The  report  of  Dr.  Craig  on  Medioal  Sthiea  ahoirs  a  heeoming  smI 
for  the  dignity  of  the  proftsaion;  and  we  like  hia  suggestion,  «kst 
profefliocs  in  medioal  aohoola  ahould  instroet  their  pnpils  in  the  etUoB 
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mladh  flboitld  govern  medieal  men  in  tbcir  intereaime  iritii  their  pa* 
tiests  sad  with  one  another. 

fAe  .report  on  Taeelnntion,  by  Dr.  Poynier,  -wiH  be  rend  with  inter* 
ent  and  profit  by  all  seeking  information  on  that  important  snbjeoi. 
Dr.  Frniee's  report  on  the  Botany  of  Eentneky  is  taken  np  largidy 
wi^  an  ^ceeUent  biography  of  Dr.  GhsErles  W.  Short,  wbo  did  more 
than  all  the  other  laborers  in  that  field  to  develope  the  botany  of  his 
nntiTe  State. 

The  report  <m  Obstetrios,  by  Dr.  Bryant,  is  a  ^^r4tiumi  of  the  hie** 
tory  of  obstetrics/'  and  presents  many  facts  of  interest.  The  deftet 
most  likely  to  strike  the  reader  is  the  extreme  snccinctness  of  the  re« 
port.     More  detail  wonld  have  rendered  it  more  yaloable. 

Dr.  Jenkins  has  a  second  report  in  the  volnme,  relating  to  his  spe- 
eialty — ^Pharmacy.  It  is  a  report  to  be  preserved  for  reference— ftdl 
ef  naefiit  matter  tonehing  subjects  which  concern  the  physician  in  his 
every-day  dntiea.  Dr.  Jenkins  is  ftiUy  np  with  the  improvements  in 
Pharmacy,  and  here  presents  many  of  the  moet  important  which  have 
enriched  it  in  onr  tiiaes. 

Dr.  Bayless  contributes  a  paper  of  great  value  to  these  Transac- 
tiomi.  It  consists  of  a  report  of  **  five  oases  of  diseases  of  the  bone  i&om 
co»mon  eauaea,  with  the  results  of  snrgieal  procedure."  We  regret  thai 
WBt  limite  will  not  permit  us  to  make  an  abstract  of  this  important  pa* 
per.  It  evinces  fine  judgment  and  tact  in  the  writer,  and  will  be  read 
with  interest  by  the  practitioner. 

It  is  gratifying  to  witness  such  evidence  as  these  Transactions  af* 
ftrd,  of  professional  industry  and  learning.  We  shall  look  forward 
with  interest  to  the  ftiture  contributions  of  the  Kentucky  State  Med- 
ieal Society  to  medical  knowledge. 


PBAOTICAL  MANUAL  OF  THE  TREATMENT  OP  CLUB-FOOT. 


BT  LSWI8  A.  flAYlUB^  M.  D. 

Vew  TotJe:    D.  Ayplatoo  M  Oo,    Ism. 


At  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  held  at  Wash- 
ington in  May,  1868,  Dr.  Sayre  presented  a  ^'Beport  on  the  Treatment 
ef  Olub-foot  without  Tenotoo^;'  which  was  published  in  the  XlXth 
VDlme  of  the  Traasaotiotta  of  the  AseooiatiflB.    The  present  mono* 
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graph  is  an  exteiiBioii  of  the  report  reftrred  to,  and  iB  a  promised 
'Mnatallment  of  a  work  on  Orthopedic  sargery  eoon  to  be  eompleted." 
The  first  three  peges  are  deyoted  to  a  brief  statement  of  the  asatomj 
of  the  parts  inYolyed,  particalar  attention  \mug  caUed  to  the  ^^medbh 
tar9al  artiadaHon,**  i.  e.,  the  articulation  between  the  oitragahu  and 
M  ealci$  behind,  and  the  icaphoid  and  cuboid  in  front,  an  articnlatioa 
that  Dr.  Sayre  belieres  has  been  too  mnch  oyerlooked  in  the  conatme- 
tion  of  '^club-foot"  shoes.  In  common  with  the  majority  of  modem 
writers,  rejecting  the  theory  that  the  rarions  forms  of  talipes  depend 
npon  the  spastic  contraction  of  the  muscle  or  mnscles  acting  npon  the 
part  or  parts  of  the  foot  toward  which  the  distortion  occurs,  the  wri- 
ter holds  that  the  essential  element  of  the  affection,  in  the  great  nut- 
jority  of  cases,  is  at  least  primarily  a  paralysis  of  the  muscles  opposed 
to  those  seemingly  contracted.  *^I  believe  that  all  cases  of  congem- 
tal  talipes,  if  examined  itnmediatefy  after  hirth^  would  be  found  to  be 
paralytic  in  their  nutulre,  and  that  the  spasm  or  contracture  found  to 
exist  in  some  cases  after  a  time  is  really  acquired,  and  due  to  irrita- 
tion or  inflammation  of  the  muscles  and  fasci»  inyolyed.  Not  that  I 
would  deny  the  possibility  of  such  a  spinal  disease  as  should  cauw  a 
tonic  spasm  of  the  muscles  existing  in  utero.  But  if  such  cases  do 
exist,  they  must  be  very  rare,  and,  for  myself,  I  have  never  seen  them. 
♦  ♦  ♦  a|e  What  has  been  said  abore  of  the  lesion  in  congenital 
talipes  is,  to  a  great  extent,  true  of  the  acquired  form.  Acquired  tal- 
ipes.  Very  generally,  is  due  to  the  Tarious  kinds  of  '^  infantile  paraly- 
sis,'' which  are  the  frequent  sequelae  of  scarlitina,  diphtheria,  dentition 
and  many  other  diseases  in  which  a  blood-poisoning  exists,  or  which 
are  attended  with  great  exhaustion.  ^  *  ^  *  Some  cases  of  ac- 
quired talipes,  however,  are  not  paralytic  in  their  charaoter;  these  are 
occasional  cases  dependent  upon  diseases  of  the  spinal  cord,  in  whioh 
treatment  can  be  of  little  use  while  the  originating  disease  is  uncared; 
oases  following  direct  injury,  which  has  caused  inflammation  and  sub- 
sequent shortening  and  rigidity  of  muscles  and  fasciae;  and  certain 
oases,  in  which  acquired  spastic  deformities  are  added  to  the  paralytic 
ones  previously  existing.  This  .last  is  a  very  common  condition  of 
things,  and,  doubtless,  has  been  the  chief  cause  in  prolonging  the  be- 
lief in  the  spastic  nature  of  most  of  these  deformities."  As  respects 
the  uat  of  talipes,  "in  equinus,  as  in  varus  and  valgus,  the  deformity 
takes  place  at  the  medio-tarsal  junction.  The  deformity  of  calcanens 
does  occur  at  the  ankle-joint,  and  this,  I  believe,  is  the  only  variety  of 
which  this  is  true."    The  "prime  indicatioiks"  for  treatment  are:  1. 
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To  reitore  the  foot  to  its  normal  position.  2.  To  ftsuBt  the  nutritioa 
hj  all  the  means  within  our  reach,  such  as  heat,  friction,  motion,  gal« 
Tanism,"  &o.  The  earlier  these  indications  are  met,  the  more  certain 
the  ewe.  ^' Whateyer  be  the  treatment  employed,  it  should  be^n  iU 
hirthf  if  the  disease  be  oomgenital,  or  directly  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
iijnry,  if  acquired."       *       *       *       ******* 

The  most  serious  difficulties  met  with  in  the  treatment  of  talipea 
arise  from:  1.  The  advanced  stage  of  fattj  degeneration  in  the  paral- 
jied  muscles,  due  to  prolonged  neglect,  and  2.  The  effects  of  the  in- 
flammation excited  in  the  muscles  and  fasci»  by  the  irritation  of  walk- 
ing with  the  feet  in  a  false  position;  both  of  which  difficulties  could 
be  avoided,  or  greatly  diminished,  by  earlier  attention  to  the  case/' 
Of  tenatomyy  which  a  few  years  ago  was  considered  all-important  in 
the  treatment  of  club-foot,  he  says:  '*If  what  has  been  stated. above 
regarding  the  paralytic  origin  of  most  cases  of  club-foot  is  true,  then 
the  severing  of  the  tendons  of  muscles  still  remaining  sound  is  en- 
tirely irrational.  The  very  best  result  that  could  be  expected  from 
the  operation  would  be,  that  the  muscular  support  of  the  foot  being 
removed  on  all  sides,  gravity  would  throw  it  into  a  normal  position. 
The  disease  which  underlies  the  distortion,  namely,  the  paralysis,  has 
been  untouched.  And  if  the  tendan  becomes  firmly  united,  there  is 
likely  to  be  complete  relapse  of  the  deformity,  if  the  union  is  complete^ 
the  foot  hangs  as  helpless  at  the  end  of  the  leg  as  the  flail  of  the 
thresher.  But,  while  I  believe  that,  in  cases  of  congenital  or  acquired 
paralytic  talipes,  if  taken  in  hand  early,  tenotomy  is  very  rarely,  if 
ever,  needed,  cases  frequently  present  themselves  where  from  neglect 
it  is  absolutely  essential,  as  a  preliminary  measure  to  all  other  treat-- 
ment.  These  cases  axe  those  in  which  the  fasciie  have  become  con- 
tracted or  the  muscles  contracted.  Now,  how  is  this  contracture  to  be 
diagnosticated?  By  ansasthetisiDg  the  patient  and  then  attempting  to 
reduce  the  deformity.  If  the  contraction  yields  without  the  rupture 
of  any  of  the  tissues,  the  condition  is  one  of  simple  contraction,  and 
can  be  relieved  without  section.  If,  however,  the  deformity  persists, 
eontvacture  has  taken  place,  and  tenotomy  or  rupture  of  the  shortened 
tiMues  is  demanded.'' 

The  most  valuable  part  of  the  book  to  the  general  practitioner,  is 
tliat  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  various  methods  of  dressing 
to  be  employed,  either  with  or  without  tenotomy,  as  the  case  may  re- 
qttire.  The  roUer  handage^  gyptum  hatidage^  wle-lecUher  or  gvttaper- 
eha  tpliniij  and  the  adhetive  pUuteTf  either  alone  or  with  added  tndta- 
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rviher  tuhtng^  are  considered  with  their  several  advantages.    Thougk 
the  ordinary  roller  hcmdage  is  simple,  <' and  by  coDstant  observatioi 
and  readjustment  of  the  dressing  a  core  may  sometimes  be  effected; 
yet  this  plan  of  treatment  i6  applicable  to  a  very  limited  number  of 
cases,  is  very  liable  to  get  out  of  order,  and  therefore  demands  con- 
stant care,  and  has  an  objection,  in  common  with  all  which  pernt* 
nently  cover  the  limbs  by  bandages  or  splints,  that  it  interferes  witb 
the  necessary  application  of  firictions  and  galvanism.    The  gypnm 
bandage  possesses  the  advantage  over  the  last  plan  that  it  does  not 
change  its  form.    ♦    *    ♦    aK    The  objections  are,  the  weight  of  Ae 
dressing,  the  impossibility  of  inspecting  the  limb  and  of  applying  to 
it  friction,  electricity,  &o.     ♦    ♦    4^    ♦    Both  lecUher  and  gnttafer* 
tha  are  superior  to  gyp$um^  in  that  they  can  be  daily  removed  for  per- 
sonal inspection,  manipulation,  fViction,  shampooing  and  electricity. 
:|e    :^    :|:    He    ^  large  majority  of  congenital  deformities,  if  takes 
immediately  after  birth,  can  be  easily  retained  by  the  simple  applica- 
tion of  adhesive  planter,    *    *    *    *     Although  this  plan  is  fre- 
quently successfViI,  cases  do  occur  in  which  the  muscular  rigidity  is  too 
great  to  yield  to  manipulation,  unless  continued  for  a  longer  time  than 
can  be  generally  given.    A  constant  tractile  force  then  becomes  neeefl- 
8ary,*and  the  plan  suggested  by  Mr  Richard  Barwell  of  London,  is  by  &r 
the  best."   In  this  plan  (Barwell's)  india-rubber  cords  are  so  attacbed  to 
the  leg  and  foot  as  to  counterbalance  the  action  of  the  apparently  con- 
tracted muscles;  in  other  words,  the  work  that  can  not  be  done  by 
muscles  now  paralyzed,  is  done,  and  more  perfectly  than  might  be  ex- 
pected, by  elastic  bands.     "  The  advantage  of  this  plan  is,  that  it  is 
in  imitation  of  the  natural  action  of  the  parts,  permitting  and  promo- 
ting the  constant  movement  of  the  muscles  and  joints,  thereby  in- 
creasing the  circulation  in  the  same,  and  necessarily  improving  their 
development  and  power."    Bespecting  the  advantage,  in  fact  the  neces- 
sity, of  motion.  Dr.  Sayre  says:  "I  can  not  too  firequently  urge  the 
necessity  of  motion  as  a  means  of  permanent  cure,  or  too  strongly 
deprecate  the  use  for  any  length  of  time  of  any  form  of  appliance 
which  shall  prevent  or  materially  limit  the  proper  movements  of  the 
foot.    Without  motion  the  muscles  can  not  be  restored  to  their  nor- 
mal degree  of  development,  consequently  the  talipes  will  be  cured  only 
in  form,  and  not  in  reality,  and  relapse  will  be  the  natural  sequence  of 
such  incomplete  treatment.    Motion  is  the  essential  element  of  cure; 
and  I  think  the  chief  value  of  galvanism  and  faradism,  as  promoted 
of  muscular  growth,  lies  injhe  muscular  contractions  which  theypro- 
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dnce.  The  growth  is  the  result  of  action."  Of  the  yerj  simple  plan 
of  treatment  adopted  by  Henry  Neil  of  Philadelphia,  in  1825,  (*^to 
fasten  the  child's  feet  to  a  board  Qiade  to  fit  the  soles  of  the  feet,  and 
joined  together  opposite  the  ankle-joints/')  the  writer  remarks  that 
"the  restraint  is  of  course  iiksome  to  the  child,  and,  in  his  efforts  to 
kick  himself  out  of  the  bandages,  he  brings  into  action  all  the  mus- 
cles of  the  legs — accomplishing  the  yery  object  desired — and  in  the 
graphic  language  of  Dr.  Atlee,  kicks  himself  straight.*' 

In  order  thai  the  movements  at  the  medio-tar^l  articulation  may  be 
preserved,  and  at  the  same  time  advantage  be  taken  of  Barwell's  india- 
rubber  muscles.  Dr.  Sayre  has  had  made  a  ^^  club-foot  shoe,"  jointed  in 
the  middle  of  the  sole.  This  "shoe"  (solely  to  recommend  which, 
some  have  said,  the  work  under  consideration  was  written),  seems  to 
answer  very  well  the  indications  which  must  be  met  by  any  satisfac- 
tory apparatus.  The  elastic  cords  supplement  and  develope  the  atro- 
phied muscles,  and  the  hinge  between  the  heel  and  sole  allows  the 
shoes  to  be  adapted  to  the  foot,  and  the  necessary  after-motion  to  be 
made.  The  record  of  cases  treated,  to  which  nearly  one-half  the  book 
is  devoted,  shows  the  beneficial  effects  of  "Sayre's  shoe,"  at  least  in 
the  Doctor's  hands. 

The  mechanical  execution  of  the  book  is  excellent,  as  might  be 
expected  of  anything  issued  by  the  "  Appletons."  P.  S.  C. 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


The  Chaie  op  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  in  the  Med- 
ical College  of  Ohio,  having  become  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  the 
Editor  of  this  journal — ^his  acceptance  of  a  chair  in  the  Louisville 
University  being  the  cause  of  this  resignation — has  just  been  filled  by 
the  election  of  Dr.  C.  D.  Palmer,  of  Cincinnati.  Dr.  Palmer  has  lec- 
tured with  acceptance  in  the  summer  school  connected  with  the  Mi- 
ami College,  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent  professional  attainments,  and 
is  an  industrious  student;  and  we  anticipate  for  him  in  the  new  and 
honorable  position  to  which  he  has  been  called,  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  wisdom  manifested  by  the  Faculty  and  Trustees  in  his  selection. 

The  severance  of  a  connection  with  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio 
which  has  existed  for  five  years,  does  not  abate  our  desire  for  the  proi^LC 
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perity  of  ibis  yenerable  institution,  nor  our  regard  for  the  Hundreds 
of  young  men  to  whom  we  have  had  the  honor  of  lecturing  in  it. 

Quite  possibly  the  American  Profession  had  no  representatives 
at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association :  an  extract 
from  a  letter  just  received  from  Dr.  Hibberd  will  explain  the  reason 
of  the  failure  of  at  least  two  of  our  delegates  to  be  present: 

"  Here  I  am,  a  victim  to  my  faith  in  the  immutability  of  British  institutions. 
I  came  down  ih>m  the  Alps  at  a  run  to  be  at  Leeds  in  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  - 
British  Medical  Association,  and  arrived  there  according  to  programme  to  find  my- 
self just  one  week  too  late.  Within  the  last  few  weeks  they  changed  the  day  of 
meeting  fVom  the  usual  and  adjourned  time  to  the  preceding  week,  on  account  of 
local  considerations  about  Halls  and  Assizes.  This  was  well  enough  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association,  for  they  all  learned  of  the  change  in  time ;  but  foreigners 
could  only  know  of  it  by  chance,  and  such  luck  came  neither  to  Dr.  Pinckney,  U. 
S.  N.,  nor  myself,  for  we  met  there  last  Tuesday  with  our  credentials  as  representa- 
tives of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  condoled  with  each  other  over  our 
wild  goose  chase.  There  may  have  been  other  Americans  ditto,  but  I  did  not 
see  them. 

"  After  seeing  Teale  do  Ovariotomy  next  day,  I  left^  and  at  Edinburgh  had  a 
pleasant  afternoon  with  Dr.  Bennett,  who  showed  me  one  of  Brown-Sequard's  epi- 
leptic rabbits.  This  gentleman  had  a  basket  fiiU  of  them  at  the  Leeds  meeting, 
and  having  spent  a  day  or  two  with  Prof  B.,  in  Edinburgh,  gave  him  one.  As 
you  have  seen  an  account  of  these  rabbits  in  the  journals,  I  will  not  say  more  than 
that  it  is  both  curious  and  instructive  to  see  the  little  fellow  take  on  his  fit  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  operator." 

The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  August  19th,  in 
an  elaborate  notice  of  the  Prize  Essays  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  on  '^  the  Part  performed  by  Nature  and  Time  in  the  Cure  of 
Diseases/'  speaks  of  Dr.  Hibberd*s  as  "a  model  of  elegant  and  forci- 
ble diction,  and  of  terse  expression'* — a  compliment  well  deserred,  and 
coming  from  a  most  worthy  source. 

We  send  out  bills  to  all  delinquent  subscribers;  and,  of  course, 
in  making  them,  where  more  than  a  thousand  names  must  be  exam- 
ined, some  mistakes  have  probably  occurred :  all  such  mistakes  will 
be  promptly  rectified  when  made  known  to  us.  We  find  more  than 
three  thousand  dollars  due  the  Journal,  Ought  not  the  greater  part 
of  this  amount  to  be  paid  within  the  next  month  ? 

For  Sale. — An  order  for  an  artificial  limb  can  be  had  at  much 
less  than  the  usual  cost.     Address  the  Editor.  ^  j 
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Thtti  it  will  be  Men  tluit  if  man  li««  iMwalons  which  impel  him  to  the  deetmction  of  man,  if 
he  be  the  only  animnl  who>  deepieing  his  nstaftl  iieana  of  attack  and  deflbnoe,  hu  doTieed  new 
means  of  deetnietlon,  he  Is  alio  the  only  animal  who  hae  the  deelre,  or  the  power,  to  reUere  the 
lolfcrliige  of  hii  fellow  citiMBs,  and  in  whom  tha  oo^xlstvnoe  of  leuon  and  bepevoleaoe  atteeta 
a  moral  as  well  ss  an  intellectnal  superiority.— OaATis*  Olixical  Minicm. 
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A  CASE  OF  PROLAPSB  OF  THE  FUNIS  UMBIUCALIS. 


BY  LXYIN  J.  WOOLLSN,  K.  D.,  MOOAK]PUCEJ>,  IN]>. 


About  two  yean  ago,  I  waa  oiUled  to  attead  TAtB.  S  ,  a  middle 
aged  lady,  the  motheY  of  severitl  children.  On  examination,  per  oo^'- 
Aam,  I  fonnd  the  head  presenting  and  the  o$  fnily  dilated — the  mem** 
branes  protruding  in  the  form  of  a  pouch.  They  were  immediately 
ruptured,  and  during  the  next  pain  I  detected  the  cord  prolapsed  to 
the  extent  of  two  or  three  inches.  I  practised  reposition,  but  found 
tbat  each  pain  forced  it  down  as  before.  Having  but  little  confidence 
in  the  many  complicated  an^  impracticable  plans  suggested  by  some 
authors  on  midwifery,  I  did  not  attempt  anything  of  the  kind;  but 
believing  that  if  the ,  mal-poaition  of  the  cord  could  be  changed  it 
might  not  again  descend,  I  dejterm}ned  ,to  move  it  from  the  position  it 
occupied  above  th^  superior  stait. 

Finding  it  difficulty  if  not  impossible,  to  follow  the  suggestion  of 
Herrimau  and  place  it  at  the  junjction  of  ^  the  sacrum  and  illium,  I  de- 
termined to  move  it  in  an  oj^osilie  directipi^.  I  therefore,  in  the  ab* 
sence  of  a  paif  byok^ed  it  upoQ  tl^e  points  9f  i|iy  index  and  middle 
fingers,  aud  cancying  it  towards  the  symphysis  pubis,  I  described  the 
fourth  part  of  a  circle  and  let  it  remain  in  that  position,  gently  with- 
drawing my  fingers.  On  examination  during  the  next  pain,  I  was 
happy  to  find  that  the  cord  did  not  prolapse,  and  from  that  time  I  had 
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no  further  trouble  with  it — a  Hying  ohild  being  bom  a  short  time  sf* 
terwards. 

I  have  not  since  had  a  chance  to  try  the  same  expedient,  but  would 
suggest  that  in  such  cases  it  may  be  well  for  physicians  to  practice 
this  method  befon  resorting  te  any  of  .tfv  difficut  an3  dangerous  pitas 
proposed  by  some  writers  on  obstetrics. 

Further  trials  are  necessary  1b  order  to  asoertain  whether  or  not  it 
be  adapted  to  many  cases  of  prolapse  of  the  funis. 


A  CASE  OF  POLYPOUS  TUMOR  OP  THE  WOMB,  TBEATED 
BY  DBS.  ELLIS,  GAINES,  FLAGG  AND  CRAIG. 


RKPOETSB  BT  A.  0.  CRAIG,  H.  D.,  QHSNT,  KT. 


Uterine  tumors,  according  to  their  structure,  are  denominated 
fibroiks,  cellular,  fibro-cellular,  vesicular,  Tascidar,  and  encysted.  The 
fibrous,  the  most  dangerous  of  all  benign  tumors  of  the  womb,  is,  un- 
fortunately, the  variety  the  physician  is  most  firequently  called  on  to 
treat.  When  the  tumor  remains  imbedded  in  the  uterine  walls,  caus- 
ing the  growth  of  all  the  tissues  in  its  proximity,  it  is  denominated  intra- 
mural; when  the  point  of  origin  is  near  the  peritoneal  surfiiee,  and  it 
increases  in  siie,  pushing  the  peritoneum,  which  invests  it,  into  tbe 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  it  is  denominated  extramural ;  when  the  nu- 
cleus is  nearer  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the  tumor  deseends  as  it 
grows,  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  it  is  denominated  a  polypous  tu- 
mor. These  tumors  are  not  penetrated  by  nerves,  but  are  well  sup- 
plied by  blood-vessels.  The  arteries  and  veins  supplying  the  intra- 
mural are  small,  but  very  numerous;  while  those  supplying  the  extrs- 
mural  and  polypous  are  comparatively  few  but  larger.  The  fol- 
lowing brief  report  of  a  case  of  a  polypous  tumor  of  the  womb  may 
not  prove  uninteresting  to  the  readers  Of  your  excellent  journal : 

HlSTOBT. — About  noon,  on  the  20th  of  June  last,  Mrs.  H ,  a 

widow,  aged  forty-four  years,  was  suddenly  attacked  with  uterine  hem- 
orrhage, and,  aocordrng  to  her  statement,  lost  about  one  gallon  of 
blood.  She  was  seen  by  I>rs.  P.  C.  Ellis  and  T.  W.  Flagg,  but  the 
bleeding  had  ceased  before  their  arrival.  They  pretferibed  drachm 
doses  of  the  wine  of  ergot  every  four  hours.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing I  was  called  to  see  her,  in  cansultatiou  with  Dr.  BUis.    We  found 
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ker  in  a  T«ry  weak  coniitieii  firoa  tka  loas  of  klood.  Originally  .of  m 
^ble  conBtatation,  and  for  years  obstinately  ansswie,  liable  to  obsenra 
uterine  troubles  ainoe  the  birtb  of  ker  last  okild,  bow  twenty  years  of 
age.  Ske  stated  tkat  for  two  years  past,  at  eaok  menstmal  period,  tke 
loss  of  blood  kad  been  greater  tkan  tke  normal  qnanttiy.  For  senreral 
years  tbere  kad  been  no  regularity  in  ker  periods*Hike  would  fre- 
qnently  go  tkreo  montks  or  longw  wiUiont  menstniating.  At  times 
tke  loss  of  blood  was  so  great  as  to  alarm  kerself  and  friends.  Abevt 
five  years  ago  tke  abdomen  oommenoed  enlarging,  and  kad  gradually 
increased  in  sise  up  to  tke  present  time.  Ske  kad  been  under  tke 
treatment  of  several  pkysicians,  witkeut  any  apparent  benefit. 

Pbesxnt  Condition. — Ske  is  a  woman  of  medium  sise,  considera- 
bly emaciated,  and  very  pale  and  weak.  Ske  kas  scarcely  strengtk 
sufficient  to  turn  kerself  in  bed — decuhtitu  donal.  Her  skin  is  060I 
and  dry;  pulse  ninety,  small,  quiek  and  feeble;  breatking  slow  and 
somewkat  labored ;  tongue  ratker  dry,  and  ooyered  witk  a  yellowisk 
eoat;  no  tkirst;  some  appetite;  bowels  regular;  urine  scanty  and 
kigk-colored.  Ske  desires  frequently  to  make  water,  but  can  pass  yery 
little.  Ske  slept  badly  Isst  nigkt,  and  feels  drowsy  tiiis  morning. 
Complains  of  vertigo  wkenever  ske  raises  ker  kead.  Says  ske  kas  con^ 
siderable  pain  *'  low  down  in  tke  womb."  Upon  an  examination  of 
ker  abdomen,  it  was  found  to  be  kard  and  greatly  enlarged,  tke  swell* 
ing  extending  several  ikickes  above  tke  umbilicus.  In  riiort,  ske  pre- 
sented very  muck  tke  appearance  of  a  woman  seven  montks  advanced 
in  pregnancy.  Upon  making  a  per  vaginam  ddgiuU  examination^  we 
found  a  large  fibrous  Inmor  projecting  tkrougk  tke  cervix  uteri,  and 
filling  up  tke  entire  vaginal  cavity,  Tke  tumor  was  in  several  distinct 
lobes.  By  passing  tke  finger  between  tke  walk  of  tke  vagina  and  tker 
tumor,  wkick  was  quite  painfiod  to  tke  patient  and  accomplisked  ifitk 
consididerable  difficulty,  tke  os  uteri  was  found  to  be  kigker  tkan  nor- 
mal, and  tigktly  constricting  tke  tumor.  Tkere  was  considerable  beat 
in  tke  vagina,  and  a  siigkt  muco^-purulent  disckarge.  Tke  following 
treatment  was  agreed  upon:  leaspoonful-doses  of  tke  wine  of  ergot 
every  four  kours,  iron  and  quinia,  togetkei?  witk  kygienio  and  support- 
ing measures,  suck  as  fresk  air,  stimulants,  beef-essence,  ete« 

Tke  case  was  seen  on  tke  2%d  and  23d  of  June  by  Drs.  Ellis  and 
Gaines.    No  ckange  in  treatment. 

June  f^4 — I  saw  tke  patient  tkis  morning,  in  consuUatioji  witk  Dr. 
Ellis.  Ske  states  tkat  ske  kas  kad  ''regular  labor  pains"  frequently 
since  I  last  saw  ker,  evidently  induoed  by  tke  ergot.    Tke  tumor  is 
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fewer,  BukiBg  some  fnreuvM'ott  ik^  perineisa.  Tlw  d^barge  ii 
Kore  proftift,  Bomewhat  offluiBiTa,  siid  ftkeie  k  greater  heat  in  tlie 
vegtna.  She  ur  siroaget  and  in  better  s^trils  than  she  was  at  my  fint 
Tieit.  Haa  alept Tery  Utde, on aoeoant, BheaayBj  ef  the  "labor pains." 
No  ofaange  in  treatoieiit,  ezeept  the  ergot  was  diredted  to  be  taken 
only  Uine  times  in  the  twenfy-feur  houn. 

June  25^-^1  warn  the  eaae  Aia  morning  witk  Dn.  Bliia  and  Oaineii 
Faiteat  rested  badly  dniing  the  idght^  and  is  very  low-spirited.  Tn* 
mdr  not  so  hard-nliBoharge  freer  and  more  offsnsive. 

JuM  i?^-*-Tbe  tnmot-is  evidently  undergoing  decomposition;  it  b 
much  softer,  and  the  discharge  ia.  profuse,  and  so  offensive  that  it  is 
very  unpleasant  to  remain  in  the  room  wi6i  her.  No  change  in  the 
treatsnent,  except  oloths  wrung  out  of  a  solution  of  oarbolio  acid  are 
to  be  applied  to  iier  vulva. 

t/ttfie  27 — Saw  t&e  cluie  to<>day,iB  conaultatioo  with  Dn.  Ellis  and 
Gkines.  She  ia  much  weaker-^pulae  small,  quick  and  feeble.  Her 
appetite,  steange  to  say,  is  impvoving.  Desires  frequently  to  go  to 
steol  aB4  to  void  her  urine.  At  times  she  is  unable  to  taiake  water^ 
except  when  liie  tumor  id  held  up,  alid  then  only  in  a  small  quantitji. 
The  tnuior  is  deeomposiiig  rapidly-'H-disdiarge  profVise  and  very  ofto' 
stve.  She  comphins  of  "beafiag  down  pain."  Abdomen  ia  act  so 
lavge  or  so  hard.  She  was  brougiht  under  the  influence  of  chloroform, 
the  tumor  was  seiaed  witih  plaeenta  forceps,  and'  an  attempt  was  made 
t0''biiDg  it  down,  so  that  the  ohain  of  the  eoraseur  eould  be  passed 
around  it;  Icmt^it  so  completely  filled  the  cavity  of  the  vagina  that  diia 
was  found  to  be  impoeaiMe.  A  portion  of  tiie  decomposed  tumor, 
weighing,  perhaps,  four  onnceS)  was  brought  away  with  the  forceps. 
Ergot  omitted— other  treatment  continued. 

JuM  28.  and  29-^nw  <flie  citse  with  Dr.  Blli&  Oondition  muck 
the  same;  continued  tfeatment. 

June  SO--S«m  the  case  with  Dnr.  l^lis  and  Oaines.  The  patient 
has  slept  none  scarcely  for  ibrty^eight  hours.  She  is  very  weak,  and 
at  times  hysterical.  We  found  a- portion  of  the  tumor  protruding 
through  the  vagina.  Its  attachments  were  broken  up,  and  it  was  re- 
moved. It  weighed  threc'^fourths  of  a  pound.  Her  left  leg  is  sligbftly 
oed^matous.  She  was  ordered,  in  addition  to  other  treatment,  ano- 
dynes sufficient  to  control  pain  and  preduee  sleep,  and  an  injection  of 
a  weak  solution  of  carbolic  aeld  into  tagina. 

JuJ^  i,  2  and  *— Patient  is  weaker,  and  very  low-spirited.  Left 
leg  is  swelling  rapidly,  and  pilk  xm  pressure.    Treatment  the  same. 
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Jufy  4 — MQt  Dm.  IfUift  and  Qiineg  in  pQiisaltatioii.  We  found 
our  patient  w^aliei'.  Ji^np^tiAe,  how0Ter,  eontiiiued  good.  We  re- 
moved one-half  pof  nd  of  the  iiu4ar,  the  patient  being  onder  the  in- 
fluence of  ohlorpfbrm*  The  dasohar^e  is  proflise,  but  not  so  offen* 
eire.  Her  left  leg  is  gready  swollen.  It  was  punctured  with  a  needie, 
allowing  oon8iderahl0  Suid  to  escape.    Continued  treatment. 

Jufy  6 — No  patUei^lar  change  ainoe  yesterday.  She  was  again 
brought  under  the  Ufluence  of  efalorofora,  and  three-fourUis  of  a 
fooad  of  the  tftrndr  remored.- 

Juiff  ^-r*Patient  feels  stronger.  Pulse  is  better,  and  her  appetite 
is  very  good.  The  discharge  is  not  so  profuse  or  so  offeneiye.  To- 
day, by  means  of  a  long  trooat  and  oanula,  passed  through  a  speeu- 
Inm,  we  iniaroduoed  chloride  of  sine  into  the  tumor;  Continued  treat- 
ment. 

Jyhf  7y  3  and  ^^Ghloride  of  line  was  introduced  into  the  tumor 
each  of  these  days^  and  seyeral  sloughs  were  brought  away.  The  le|t 
leg  ia  more  «d«natous,  the  swdlling  exten£ng  up  \fk  the  thigh.  It 
has  been  punctui^  daily  since  the  4tih  inst.  Heir  dght  leg  is  also 
slightly  edematous.  In  addition  to  former  treatmsiit,  she  was  ordered 
the  aeetate  of  potasasn        < 

J^  i(M9aw  the  case  to-4ay,  with  Drs.  Ellis  and  Gaines.  Tts 
tumor  can  not  be  felt  through  the  walls  of  th^  abdomen,  and  all  thpt 
portion  that  was  iu  the  yngina  has  been  brought  away.  There  is  nqt 
more  than  one-third  of  the  tumor  remaining,  all  of  which  is  in  thp 
womb.  The  os  uteri  is  considerably  dilated,  and  there  is  no  difieultjr 
in  introdooing  the  chloride  of  sine  inlto  the  tumor.  The  discharge  is 
small  and  slightly  offensive.  Her  general  health  is  improving  rapidly. 
Her  appetite  can  scarcely  be  satified.  Bhe  feels  able  to  get  up j  bit 
was  advised  to  remain  in  bed. 

July  11  and  IB — Improving;  no  change  in  treatment. 

July  IS — Met  Drs.  Ellis  and*  Gaines.  The  sound  was  passed  into 
the  womb,  and  the  tumor  was  found  to  be  adherent  by  an  extensive 
attachment  to  the  anterior  wall  of  the  neck  and  bod^  of  the  womb. 
She  is  improving  rapidly,  and  to-day  was  allowed  to  sit  up  for  sevjeral 
hours.  The  swelling  of  legs  is  rapidly  diminishing.  Treatment  con- 
tinued. 

JWify  i^  aikli^-^Continues  to  improve. .    . 

Judy  i^-^Yisited  the  patient  with  Dts.  Ellis  awl  Games.  She 
nontiiittes  to  imppove;  sleeps  well;  appetite  good^  and  sdys  she  <' feels 
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quite  comfortable."  Left  leg  still  qmite  dropsical.  To-day  all  treat- 
ment was  disoonttnned,  except  the  tincture  ef  the  ehloride  of  iron. 

July  19-^1  Tisited  the  ease  again  to-day,  and  found  her  sitting  up, 
and  in  fine  spirits.  The  swelling  has  gone  out  of  her  legs;  her  abdo- 
men is  soft  and  smaller,  she  states,  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  in  tea 
years.  The  oe  uteri  is  not  larger  than  a  slWer  dollar,  and,  in  nj 
opinion,  there  is  nothing  remaining  of  the  tumor  except  the  neck. 

Avpui  S — To-day  I  called  on  Mrs.  H ,  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting some  instruments  I  had  left  at  her  house,  and  found  her  ironing 
0ome  clothings  She  stated  that  she  felt  stronger  and  better  than  she 
had  at  any  time  in  twenty  years.  Her  appetite  could  not  be  satisied. 
She  Was  able  to  do  her  housework.  I  could  scareely  realise  that  she 
was  the  same  woman  who,  a  few  weeks  ago,  looked  more  like  a  corpse 
than  a  living  being. 

RsHARKfik-^There  is  still  a  portion  of  the  tumor  in  the  womb— 
perhaps  only  a  part  of  the  neck  remains.  The  questions  arise,  will 
the  tunu>r  be  reproduced?  or,  will  the  portion  remaining  disappesr 
upentaneOusIy?  What  caused  it  to  decompose?  Was  it  strangulatei 
is  the  OS  uteri?  uleeiation,  inflammation,  or  what?  How  large  wss  it 
originally?  Is  it  adyisable  to  attempt  a  removal  of  it?  I  would  be 
glad  to  hear  the  opinion  of  some  of  your  surgieal  contributors  on  these 
questions.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  tumor  will  be  reproduced.  Tbe 
putrescence,  I  think,  was  caused  by  strangulation  in  ihe  oe.  The  tumor 
pkt)bably  weighed,  originally,  net  less  than  six  nor  more  than  tea 
pounds.  Several  pounds  Irere  removed  in  putrefied  oonditioa,  and  sev- 
eral pounds,  as  it  decomposed,  came  away  in  puttrilage,  pas,  and 
shreds,  while  a  portion  remains  in  the  womb.  It  would  certsinly  be 
jeopardiaing  the  life  of  the  psitient  to  attempt  a  removal  of  the  re- 
maining portion  of  the  tumor. 


SUCCESSFUL  TEBMINATION  OF  A  CASE  OF  ABSCESS  OF 
THE  LIVER.  

BT  D.  W.  LAMMS,  M.  D.,  XL  PASO,  ILL. 


On  June  23d,  1867, 1  was  called  upon  to  visit  Mrs.  Martin,  who 
was  living  ten  miles  from  El  Paso.  I  found  her  suffering  with  a  ae- 
vere  pain  in  her  right  hypochondriac  region,  her  tongue  slightly  far- 
red,  her  pulse  quick  and  small,  with  some  headache.    On  examinatioa, 
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T  fonBd  lier  liyer  yery  much  enlarged  and  hard,  curling  up,  so  to 
speak,  over  the  edge  of  the  Jower  rib,  and  extending  almost  to  the 
crest  of  the  ilium. 

I  put  her  on  blue  mass  and  saline  cathartics  sufficient  to  produce 
At  least  one  operation  of  the  bowels  every  day — ^her  bowels  being  in 
a  state  of  obstinate  constipation.  I  found,  after  about  ten  days, 
that  the  tumor  had  not  decreased,  and  that  all  the  other  symptoms 
were  aggravated,  the  pain  being  much  more  severe  than  before.  I 
then  put  her  on  the  following  prescription :  calomel,  grain  i ;  opiniv 
half  a  grain  every  four  hours.  After  taking  six  doses,  she  showed  ^ 
evident  signs  of  ptyalism  that  I  diBOontinued  the  treatment.  I  ha^i  ]g^ 
blistered  her  repeatedly  from  the  beginning  over  the  region  of  the 
tumor.  It  was  evident,  now,  after  treatment  of  two  weeks  to  induce 
resolution,  that  an  abscess  had  formed  and  was  pointing  to  the  sur- 
face. I  now  resolved  to  resort  to  anodynes  and  hot  fomentation,  to 
relieve  the  pain  and  hasten  the  termination^  with  an  occasional  ca- 
thartic. 

On  July  19th,  1867, 1  visited  her  in  company  with  Br.  D.  Lewis. 
We  opened  the  abscess  about  midway  between  the  crest  of  the  ilium 
and  the  lower  margin  of  the  ribs,  and  evacuated  a  large  quantity  of 
dark,  thick,  grumous  fluid,  smelling  like  sulphureted  hydrogen.  We 
did  not  allow  the  abscess  to  empty  itself  all  at  once,  but  left  directions 
with  the  husband  to  evacuate  it  by  degrees.  I  judge  that  the  abscess 
contained  not  less  than  one  quart  of  this  offensive  matter;  her  hus- 
band told  me  that  he  thought  not  less  than  three  pints. 

She  recovered  rapidly.  When  I  called  to  see  her  a  few  days  after, 
she  was  visiting  at  one  of  her  neighbor's.  She  is  now  t^  well  as  she 
ever  was,  und  is  living  at  Covington  or  Newport,  Ky. 

One  point  in  this  case,  I  think^  is  worthy  of  attention.  It  him 
been  claimed  that  abscess  in  the  liver  is  sufficient  to  protect  the  pa- 
tient from  the  influence  of  mercury.  Annesley  says:  "There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  system  will  not  be  brought  under  the  full  operation 
of  mercury,  or  that  ptyalism  will  not  follow  on  the  most  energetic 
employment  of  this  substance  where  abscess  exists.*'  He  repeats  this 
opinion  more  than  once,  and  considers  resistance  to  the  action  of  mer- 
cury as  conclusive  evidence  that  abscess  does  exist.  Budd  sanctions 
this  opinion,  and  remarks:  "It  is,  then,  before  suppuration  has  taken 
place  that  mercury  can  do  any  good." 

It  is  evident  that  this  doctrine  does  not  maintain  in  jtll  oases.    It 
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was  BO  short  a  time  after  baying  prodnoed  the  most  marked  sjmptonis 
of  incipient  ptyalism,  that  abscesB  was  diagnosed,  and  even  so  short  a 
time  elapsed  before  it  was  opened,  that  it  must,  beyond  a  doubt,  hate 
existed  at  the  time  of  the  administration  of  the  mereury. 


KEMARKS  ON  THE  THERAPEUTIC  VALltE  OF  BROMIDE 
OP  POTASSIUM.  

BT  LrasrOBD  K  TAKBXLL,  JB.,  M.  D., 
^rotaMT  XMerte  KediMand  Cliiiicftl  IC«<icine,  TTnfmrity  of  IrfMitorffle. 


No  medicine^  at  the  present  time,  is  probably  attracting  so  naiieh 
attention  as  the  bromide  of  potassium.  Besides  being  a  yery  fash- 
ionable drug  with  the  profession,  it  has  become  a  popular  fayorite,  and 
now  ocoupies  the  same  rank  in  domestic  medicine  that  the  tincture  of 
arnica  has  so  long  held  in  domestic  surgery.  While  a  yery  wide  dif- 
ference of  opinion  exists  among  writers  and  practitioners  in  regard  to 
its  curatiye  powers  and  its  behayior  in  the  human  system,  the  mass  of 
testimony  is  undoubtedly  in  its  fayor.  During  the  past  two  years  mj 
experience  with  it  has  been  somewhat  extensiye  both  iu  hospitals  and 
priyate  practice;  and  the  result  of  my  obseryations  is^  that  while  it  ia 
by  no  means  the  panacea  which  some  haye  deemed  it,  it  is  a  most  yaU 
uable  medicine,  capable  of  doing  great  good  in  many  morbid  condi- 
tions, and  nearly  destitute  of  all  power  for  eyil  when  properly  admin- 
istered, eyen  in  yery  large  doses.  Its  failure  to  produce  the  effeeta 
attributed  t5  it,  which  is  reported  in  the  hands  of  some  practitioners^ 
is  due,  I  suspect,  to  one  of  three  following  causes :  Either  its  admin- 
istration in  improper  cases;  or  its  being  giyen  in  insufficient  doses; 
or  being  giyen  not  sufficiently  diluted.  When  the  latter  error  is  com- 
mitted, pain  in  the  stomach  and  bowels,  sometimes  seyere,  is  not  an 
uncommon  consequence.  And  this  is  easily  accounted  for  when  it  is 
remembered  that  bromide  of  potassium  will  blister  the  tongue  when 
applied  to  it  in  substance  for  a  short  time.  Giyen  internally,  in  a 
concentrated  form,  in  large  quantities,  U  might  unquestionably  deyel- 
ope  serious  symptoms. 

Haying  become  conyinced  of  the  harmlessness  of  this  medicine  bj 
experiments  upon  myself,  I  haye  not  hesitated  to  administer  it  freely 
to  others.    It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  though  in  drachm  doses,  it 
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lias  frequently  relieved  me  of  sick-headaclie,  and  has  never  failed  to 
overcome  the  insomnia  induced  hy  coffee^  excessive  mental  lahor,  anx- 
iety, etc.,  it  has  often  failed  to  produce  any  appreciable  effect  upon 
me  when  in  health,  although  taken  in  large  and  repeated  doses.  On 
one  occasion  I  took  in  the  morning,  on  an  empty  stomach,  three  drachm 
doses,  at  intervals  of  an  hour,  and  during  the  day  swallowed  four  sim- 
ilar doses,  without  experiencing  vertigo,  drowsiness,  or  any  unusual 
sensation  save  a  fullness  of  the  head,  and  a  tenclency  to  stare  at  objects, 
which  may  or  may  not  have  been  due  to  the  drug.  A^ain,  during  a 
forenoon,  I  took  six  drachms  in  divided  doses,  at  intervals  of  less 
than  an  hour,  without  any  sensible  effect.  And  on  another  occasion 
I  swallowed  one  hundred  and  twenty  grains  at  a  dose,  with  the  same 
result,  r  conclude,  therefore,  that  when  this  medicine  does  no  good, 
it  is  not  productive  of  any  mischief.  But  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  I 
have  had  female  patients  occasionally  who  charged  it  with  exciting 
headache ;  and  one  lady  who  said  it  even  produced  in  her  troublesome 
nervous  twitchings.  They  were  probably  imaginary;  for  a  young 
lady,  who  was  suffering  intense  pain  in  the  back  and  hips  from  dysmen- 
orrhea, took,  in  the  course  of  a  single  night,  an  ounce  of  the  bromide, 
ill  doses  of  a  drachm  every  hour,  not  only  without  the  effect  of  in- 
ducing any  nervous  symptoms,  or  sleep,  or  drowsiness,  but  without 
allaying  the  pain.  In  this  case,  the  remedy  proved  totally  ineffectual 
for  good  or  evil.  Another  lady  sometimes  takes  as  much  as  four  or 
six  drachms,  and  occasionally  even  more,  for  sick-headache,  during 
the  day,  and  while  relief  is  generally  obtained,  unpleasant  symptoms 
never  follow  this  large  medication.  This  lady  buyd  the  bromide  by 
the  pound,  and  for  the  most  part  takes  it  by  guess,  as  she  does  the 
carbonate  of  soda.  In  severtkl  cases  I  have  given  drachm  doses  three 
times  daily  for  three  weeks  in  succession,  without  any  toxical  effects. 
But  in  others  I  have  found  vertigo,  staggering,  and  at  uncontrollable 
propensity  to  sleep  brought  on  by  forty  grain  doses  repeated  three 
times  a  day. 

The  following  brief  notice  of  some  of  the  cases  of  disease  in  which 
I  have  employed  this  remedy  will  illustrate  my  Experience  of  its  capa- 
bilities: 

A  woman  with  severe  locomotor  ataxia  of  six  weeks^  duration,  ac- 
companied by  great  pain  in  the  head  and  lower  limbs,  insomnia,  and 
excessive  nervousness,  took  a  scruple  of  bromide  of  potassium  three 
times  a  day,  for  a  length  of  time,  and  then  thirty,  forty  and  sixty 
grains,  three  times  daily.    She  got,^  also,  the  citrate  of  iron  and  strych* 
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nia,  and  sucli  other  medioines  as  the  Bjmptomfl  seemed  to  demand. 
The  improvement  in  her  condition  was  marked.  She  had  been  nnable 
to  walk — ^ander  the  use  of  the  remedies  she  was  able  to  resume  her 
domestic  duties,  to  which  she  had  not  attended  for  a  month  before  Bhe 
entered  the  hospital.  Her  improvement,  to  my  mind,  was  clearly  a(- 
tribuable  to  the  use  of  the  bromide. 

An  aphasiac  took  twenty  grains,  then  thirty,  then  forty  grains, 
thrice  daily,  far  six  weeks,  with  decided  improvement  in  the  power  of 
speech,  and  with  the  removal  of  an  intense  hemicranise  attendant  upon 
the  disease.  At  one  period  of  the  treatment  this  patient  took  a  drachm 
of  the  medicine  three  times  a  day ;  but  the  dose  was  diminished  after 
a  few  days,  because  he  declared  that  it  made  him  sleep  all  the  time. 

A  delicate  young  printer,  who  had  suffered  in  childhood  from  epi* 
leptic  convulsions,  came  under  my  charge,  complaining  of  terrible 
headache,  which  recurred  with  marked  regularity  on  Tuesday  or  Fri- 
day, each  week,  and  sometimes  on  both  days  in  the  same  week.  They 
were  usually  preceded  by  loss  of  appetite,  swimming  in  the  head,  chilli- 
ness, numbness  of  extremities,  and  sometimes  by  faintneas.  The  at- 
tacks generally  passed  off  with  severe  billions  vomiting,  and  left  him 
much  exhausted.  Their  duration  was  two  days  or  more.  Thengli 
many  excellent  physicians  had  preseribed  for  him,  none  had  done  him 
any  good.  As  he  had  used  anti-periodics  faithfully,  I  ordered  him 
scruple  doses  of  the  bromide  before  each  meal,  and  sixty-grain  doses 
hourly  when  the  paroxysms  were  present.  He  derived  benefit  at  onee 
from  the  remedy.  In  a  short  time  his  attacks  became  less  frequent, 
and  in  two  months  he  was  apparently  relieved.  This  patient  got^  with 
the  bromide,  ferruginous  and  other  tonics.  The  bromide  in  drachm 
doses  made  him  so  drowsy  that  he  was  unfitted  by  it  for  business 
while  on  its  use. 

In  epilepsy  and  epileptiform  troubles,  bromide  of  potassium  has  ex- 
erted the  happiest  influence  upon  all  the  cases  that  have  come  under 
my  observation. 

In  what  are  popularly  known  as  sick-headaches,  the  medicine  has 
proved  in  my  hands  a  sovereign  remedy.  I  should  hardly  state  ^e 
case  too  strongly  if  I  said  that.  I  had  found  it  almost  infallible.  A 
medical  gentleman,  aged  sixty -seven  years,  had  suffered  nearly  all  his 
life  with  sick-headaoiie,  having  attacks  generally  once  a  week  or 
oftener.  Indiscretions  in  diet,  mental  or  physical  fatigue,  loss  of 
sleep,  etc.,  were  pretty  sure  to  bring  one  on,  and  fk'equeatly  they  came 
on  without  any  assignable  cause.     In  his  ease,  after  half  a  oentuiy  of 
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sofferiog,  he  has  fband  the  bromide  a  cure,  and  now  no  longer  dreads 
his  old  tormentor.  He  keeps  a  supply  of  the  drug  on  his  mantel- 
pieee,  and  on  the  approach  of  headache,  which  is  now  comparatively 
rare,  takes  from  forty  to  sixty  grains,  and  generally  is  relieved  by  a 
single  dose.  This  case  is  one  of  many  of  the  same  intractable  affec- 
tion in  which  I  have  prescribed  the  bromide  successfully.  In  the 
headaches,  and  the  nervousness  following  a  debauch,  it  acts  like  magic; 
and  no  medicine  is  so  efficacious  in  securing  rest  and  sleep  in  delirium 
^remens^  according  to  my  experience.  In  hysteria  and  hypocondria,  it 
does  good,  and  its  effects  are  most  happy  in  the  insomnia  of  infants 
and  old  people,  as  also  in  that  condition  arising  from  the  pruritus  of 
lichen,  from  excessive  mental  exertion,  anxiety  of  mind,  the  nervous* 
ness  following  frights,  &c.  A  female  patient  in  the  early  stages  of 
pregnancy,  was  terribly  frightened.  She  was  rendered  painfully  timid 
and  nervous  by  day,  and  was  kept  awake  at  night.  She  took,  for  a 
fortnight,  a  drachm  of  the  bromide  at  night,  and  is  relieved. 

Two  cases  of  oerebro-spinal  meningitis  in  my  practice  have  appa- 
rently been  cured  by  the  bromide  of  potassium.  One  was  a  child, 
aged  three  weeks.  It  took  four  grains  at  intervals  of  two  hours  when 
able  to  swallow,  which,  owing  to  the  frequency  of  the  convulsions,  was 
Boi  always  the  case.  The  second  was  six  months  old.  It  took  eight 
grains,  at  intervals  of  three  hours.  Both  patients  continued  to  get 
the  medicine  in  those  doses  at  these  intervals  for  several  days ;  and 
after  that  the  doses  were  given  three  times  daily  for  a  week.  A 
brother  of  the  second  child  died  of  the  same  affection,  about  the  same 
age,  a  few  years  since,  under  my  care,  and  several  male  children  in  the 
fikmily  have  been  carried  off  by  it. 

In  drunkards  I  think  I  have  seen  the  bromide  of  potassium  dimin* 
ish  the  craving  for  spirits,  and  even  for  a  time  destroy  the  propensity 
to  drink.  In  pure  cases  of  neuralgia,  not  dependent  upon  syphilis, 
malaria,  or  inflammatory  trouble,  I  have  found  it  to  act  admirably; 
but  in  the  delirium  of  typhoid  fever,  in  the  pains  of  syphilis,  of  variola, 
and  of  erythema  nodosum,  immense  and  continued  doses  of  it  have  af- 
forded no  results,  I  have  also  found  it  impotent  in  preventing  choi- 
dee^  and  destitute  of  all  anaphrodisiao  power.  I  have  never  seen  it 
do  good  in  lumbago,  or  dysmenorrhcsa,  and  in  malarial  and  inflamma- 
tory affections,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  wholly  without  remedial  efficacy. 

The  drowsiness,  concision  of  thought,  and  unsteadness  of  gait, 
which  sometimes  follow  the  use  of  large  doses  of  this  medicine,  soon 
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pas8  off.     The  diarrhooit  wliicb  now  and  t)ien  attend^  it  is  not  troabie- 
some. 

My  practice  is  to  adnunister  to  adults,  for  headache,  wakefalnesfl) 
and,  in  truth,  in  every  case  where  a  prompt  effect  is  desired,  drachio 
doses  of  the  bromide,  in  a  tumbler,  or  not  less  than  half  a  tumbler  of 
cold  water,  hourly,  till  the  wiiihed  for  effect  is  attained.  Where  the 
medicine  is  to  be  continued  for  lei^Ui  of  time,  smaller  doses  are  bet- 
ter, at  least  to  begin  with.  To  quiet  infants,  or  to  make  them  sleep, 
three,  five,  or  even  seven  grains  may  be  given  with  safety. 


RETENTION  OF   BLIGHTED   OVA    IN    UTBRO— SECOND 
PAPER.  

9T  DB.  W.  HOBBS,  CARTHAGS,  IND. 


The  July  number,  current  volume^  of  the  We$tem  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine, contains  a  paper  written  by  me  in  relation  to  the  retention  \n 
utero  of  blighted  ova.  Since  its  publication,  iQme  additional  facts 
in  reference  to  the  same  subject,  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  whisli 
further  confirm  the  propositions  there  stated^  and  which  may  be  of 
interest  to^)thers. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Watts,  personally  a  stranger  to  me,  but,  as  I  laara,  a  vet- 
eran of  nearly  thirty  years  in  the  profession,  and  a  graduate  of  ths 
Louisville  University  of  Medicine,  in  its  early  days,  has  very  kiadlj 
90i)imunicated  to  me  the  report  of  two  c^ses,  as  follows: 

<<  r Ayarrs,  Mistoomi,  Atrnvsr  6, 1B69. 

f*  W.  HoBBS,  M.  D.,  Catthsge,  JnA.^Dtat  Ar:  In  the  Jtily  number  of  the 
W^Hgm  JoMTfuU  qf  JMidfu  I  hav«  Just  read  a  Tsry  hi««e|tiiig  paper  by  jon,  npoa 
the  ''Protrscted.  Retention  of  Blighted  Ova." 

<<  Your  case  was  particalarly  iAterefting  to  me,  because  many  yean  since  a 
very  similar  one  in  mtmj  respects  occurred  in  my  practice,  and  as  a  report  of  it^ 
which  was  never  published,  may  be  of  some  interest  to  you,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  give  it  from  notes  taken  at  the  time. 

•  ''  Mn.  B  ^  aged  aboat  twenty^even  years,  fire  or  six  of  which  she  had  been 
nairied,  bnt.acTer  pragaant,  had  an  attack  of  remittent  ftver  in  the  early  part  of 
Oatober,  1944.  Dutini;  htf  ponTalescence,  aboat  the  30th  of  thai  aionth,  she  mea^ 
stniated,  to  which  ftcimy  attention  was  called  at  the  tifl^e. 

"  About  fire  weeks  afterward  her  husband  consulted  me  in  reference  to  tbeca8^ 
stating  that  her  menstrual  period  bad  passed  without  any  flow,  and  that  she  was 
lufTering  considerably  from  nausea  and  other  unpleasant  symptoms.    I  told  bim 
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^at  nht  had  probably  concelred,  and  declined  to  prescribe  any  medicine  for  ber, 
as  the  indications  were  not  distind 

"  About  the  middle  of  the  following  March — fire  months  afterward--In  the 
ioCerrenitig  time  not  having  heard  from  her,  her  hnsband,  much  pleased  with  the 
prospect  of  a  Ihmilyy  told  me  IhtX  my  conjectures'  in  reference  to  his  wife's  case 
had  proved  correct,  as  she  had  quickened,  and  could  then  yery  perceptibly  feel  the 
fcetal  motions. 

"  From  this  time  the  pregnancy  progressed  with  no  unusual  characters,  until 
about  the  1st  of  August  ensuing,  full  nine  months  or  a  little  more  from  the  date  when 
It  was  expected  the  conteptlon  occurred.  The  patient  assured  me  that  the  more- 
ments  of  the  child  were  strong  up  to  this  period,  when  they  ceased,  and  were 
nerer  afterward  felt.  There  was  a  copious  secretion  of  milk  which  continued  ser- 
eral  weeks. 

*'  After  this  the  health  of  the  patient  remained  remarkably  good,  aud  she  "at* 
tended  regularly  to  her  domestic  duties  until  about  the  16th  .of  February  follow- 
ing— SIX  months  and  a  half  from  the  date  when  the  foetal  movements  were  last 
Ml,  and  ftt>m  the  time  of  her  expected  confinement — sixteen  months  from  the  sup- 
posed date  of  the  impregnation^— T  was  sent  for  to  see  her,  as  the  long-expected  la^ 
bor  had  begun.  I  felt  greatly  relieved  upon  an  examination,  when  I  ascertained 
that  it  was  really  a  case  of  uterine  pregnancy ;  for  having  never  been  permitted 
to  use  the  vaginal  touch  unti!  that  tltiie,  I  was  fearful  it  might  be  extra-uterine. 
The  labor-pains  continued  feeble  aUd  at  long  intervals  for  several  days,  producing 
but  little  effect.  Five  days  after  they  began,  the  os  uteri,  although  soft^  was  not 
dilated  larger  thAn  a  silver  dollar.  She  was  so  much  exhausted  by  the  loss  of  sleep, 
4c^  that  I  deffarftiitted  to  deliver  her  artifielallf-^faad  tried  eigot,  and  its  onl^jr  ef- 
fect was  to  put  her  to  sleep. 

"  I  decided  to  perform  craniotomy,  as  the  child  was  certaiiUy  dead.  Upon  rup* 
taring  the  membranes,  the  usual  quantity  of  liquor  amnii  was  dischaxged,  of  rather 
a  dark  color,  but  entirely  free  of  putrefactive  odor. 

*<The  child  was  delivered  without  difficulty,  with  the  crotchet,  and  measuted 
twenty-two  inche*  in  length,  but  appeared  einaciated.  The  placenta  had  rather  a 
tetreked  appearancd,  and  was'ttnobsfliatlet  than  usual  al  fhll  lerm.  The  chfid'g 
skin  was  much  dariEei  thaJl  ftatunA  and  rather  tshderJ  Ho  fetid  smell  was  pareei^ 
tible  during  tbe  delivery,  nor  was  there  any  hemonrhage. 

"  The  patient  made  as  good  recovery  as  is  usual  after  first  labon^  and  has  since 
enjoyed  tolerable  health,  but  has  not  conceived  again. 

"  Whilst  upon  the  subject  of  •*  bligtted  ova,"  I  will  give  you  a  few  points  inthe 
history  of  another  case  which  occurred  in  my  practice  some  twenty  years  ago. 

•*lff8.  Q-«-^,  a  Tttry  ideMcate  lady.,  was  manted  Wheti  aboiut  fofty-five  years 
old.  She  beeaose  pregnant  soon  afterward,  aad  hier  g«ft«tl6ii  prooeeded  without 
unusual  sypaptoms  until  almost  the  sixth  monfbj  when  she  ceased  te  feel  tbe  mote^ 
ments  of  the  foetus  and  began  to  be  troubled  with  aaasea,  which  increased  to  snoh 
an  extent  that  a  teaspoonfUl  of  the  blandest  fluid  was  ejected  almost  immediately 
alter  being  swallowed.  This  state  of  things  continued  about  six  weeks,  notwith- 
standing the  use  of  tbe  best  means  of  help  which  could  apply.  By  this  time  she 
wea  very  nmeh  emadated^-toiMthlng  had  to  ht  done  for  her  relief.    As  a  last  re- 
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lort,  immediaU  deliverj,  if  possible,  wu  decided  npon.  Her  sympComs  at  this  Tiiai 
were  so  argent  that  coansel  seemed  oat  of  the  qaeetion,  there  being  no  phjsician 
oC  experience  within  twenty-fire  miles  of  me. 

**  I  proceeded  at  once  to  ruptare  the  membranes,  and  tried  artificial  irritation 
and  ergot  to  induce  pains,  but  without  effect.  After  waiting  an  hoar  or  two,  the 
08  uteri  being  soft  and  dilatable,  I  determined  to  deliver  without  pains.  Fortu- 
nately for  me  and  the  woman,  as  I  then  thought,  the  feet  presented,  both  of  which 
being  easily  secured,  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  deUreiy  nntil  it  came  to 
the  head.  At  this  juncture  there  was  entire  arrect,  as  the  skin  was  so  tender  thst 
any  considerable  traction  was  attended  with  tearing,  and  the  lines  of  the  under 
jaw  so  imperfectly  ossified  that  no  traction  could  be  applied  to  it 

(>  Decapitation  was  then  performed,  and  by  the  use  of  a  pair  of  blunt  sdsson 
the  scalp  was  removed.  The  bones  of  the  cranium  were  extracted  separately  by  a 
pay*  of  straight  tooth  forceps,  the  only  instrument  at  my  command  on  that  occa- 
sion except  the  scissors,  which  I  found  at  the  house. 

"  There  was  no  hemorrhage.  The  foetus  and  placenta  presented  about  the  seme 
appearances  as  in  the  first  esse  which  I  gave  you.  There  was  not  an  expulsiTO 
pain  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  delivery.  The  lady  recovered  rapidly 
without  any  unpleasant  symptoms  of  any  kind,  but  has  had  no  subsequent  con- 
ception. 

<< These  cases  occurred  long  ago;  but  they  were  of  such  extraordinary  charao- 
ter  as  to  80  fix  themselves  in  my  mind  that  from  my  notes,  taken  at  the  time,  lam 
able  to  give  the  above  account  of  them,  up6n  which  you  may  rely  in  all  paiticn- 
lars.  Yours  truly,  J.  J.  Wani." 

With  the  aboT6  OMes,  oommanioated  by  Dr.  Walts,  I  dtoire  to  pre- 
sent another  of  my  own,  which  has  fallen  under  my  obserration  since 
the  publication  of  my  former  paper. 

About  the  middle  of  last  June  Mr.  L consulted  me  in  relation 

to  his  wife,  informing  me  that  she  was  about  six  and  a  half  months 
"gone" — that  the  motions  of  the  child  had  been  more  aotiye  than erer 
before,  (fourth  pregnancy),  until  a  few  days  before,  when,  after  a  day's 
house-cleaning,  they  had  suddenly  ceased,  and  had  not  since  been  felt 
At  that  time  her  breasts  were  tense  and  had  some  milk  in  them,  and 
her  health  was  uninterruptedly  yigorous.  He  desired  to  know  what 
conclusions  these  facts  suggested,  and  whether  they  threatened  danger 
to  mother  or  child. 

From  that  date  until  the  3d  of  August  the  same  story  was  often 
repeated  to  me-^-^the  breasts  now  subsiding  and  regaining  their  yirgin 
color  and  appearance—the  abdomen  no  longer  increased  in  sise,  but 
about  stationary — the  child  hung  like  a  dead  weight  in  the  aterus, 
and  made  no  motion  except  a  passiye  slide  from  side  to  side  as  she 
changed  her  position  in  bed — ^her  health  vigorous  as  it  ever  is. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  August  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  Ir— , 
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and  fouDd  her  in  labor.  By  ihe  toach  I  diaooTered  tbe  Tertez  pre- 
senting— a  few  liotirs  afterward,  when  the  oa  waa  well  dilated,  I  rap- 
tared  the  membranes,  which  discharged  abont  the  osoal^^qaantity  of 
ilaid,  with  normal  characters  so  far  as  I  coald  determine.  Soon  after- 
ward the  whole  foetal  mass  was  expelled  at  a  single  effort,  making  the 
delivery  complete.  Each  of  her  former  labors  was  tedious — this  occa- 
pied  but  abont  eight  hours.  On  the  former  occasions  she  had  suffered 
terribly  from  post  partem  hemorrhage,  which  was  followed  by  ezcru- 
eiating  after-pains.  This  time  the  only  blood  stains  were  from  old 
dead  blood— eyen  the  lochia  was  of  such,  and  the  expulsire  effort 
which  deliyered  the  OYum  was  the  last  *' misery"  which  she  had. 

The  child  by  its  growth  showed  that  it  had  attained  about  six  and 
a  half  months,  the  time  assigned  it.  The  flesh  was  firm  as  though  it 
had  been  compressed,  the  akin  dusky-brown  and  so  tender  that  by  a 
little  force  the  cuticle  would  slip— the  chord  about  the  sixe  of  a  crow's 
quill,  the  exterior  showing  no  signs  of  yessela — the  placenta  smallY 
compressed,  and  looked  as  though  it  had  been  about  half,  dried  ^nd 
then  smoked.    The  membranes  were  nearly  natural  in  appearance. 

The  ovum  presented  no  signs  of  putrefaction  except  die  tenderness 
of  the  skin — it  had  [no  foetid  odor — the  only  odor  which  gave  any 
signs  of  petrefaction  was  from  the  dead  Mood  diifeharged  from'  the  uterus 
before,  at  and  after  the  delivery.  Mrs.  L convalesced  very  satis- 
factorily. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  signs  of  the  death  of  the  child  in  this 
case  occurred  at  the  middle  of  the  seventh  month  of  gestation,  and 
that  it  was  born  about  the  first  of  the  ninth  monihr— six  weeks  after 
the  death. 

Let  us  now  recapitulate  the  four  oases  reported — two  by  Dr.  Watta 
and  two  by  me: 

Period  of  gestation  at  which  death  of  the  foetus  occurred — one  at 
nine  months,  retained  six  and  i^  half  montlia-H>ne  at  six  months,  re- 
tained twelve  months-^one  at  six  and  a  half  ononthsi  •  retained  six 
weekjs — ^and  one  at  six  months,  retained  six  weeks. 

In  these  cases  the  mothers  suffeji^d  no  intnnuption  of  good  health 
by  the  dead  ehild — in  the  fou^  foroible  delivery  waa  necessary  to 
save  the  mother's  life. 

In  three  cases  there  was  no  stain  of  freah  blood  at  the  birth.  The 
report  of  the,  fourth  does  not  mention  the  fiicts  in  this  respect. 

The  convalescence  pf  the  moUiers  wasunuspally  quick  and  easy, 
in  three  oases,  and  in  the  fourth  about  as  common. 
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The  ovum  was  perfectly  preserred  Arom  putre&ction  in  all  except 
tbat  in  the  two  dlBcluurged  at  six  weeks,  the  skin  was  more  tender  th&a 
in  life.  The  general  appearanee  was  the  same  in  all — the  memhr&ne 
entire-— amniotic  liqmor  pure  atnd  sufficient  in  quantity— the  placenta 
and  foetus  condensed,  presenting  the  appearance  of  having  been  dried 
and  smoked — mummified.  These  changes  the  greater  in  those  longest 
retained.  Dr.  Watts  reports  that  both  of  his  patients  were  afterwards 
sterile — my  first  one  was  so— the  last  is  too  recent  to  Airnish  any  evi- 
dence in  this  respect      , 

Other  interesting  reflections  relative  to  this  interesting  subject  oc- 
cur to  me,  but  I  can  not'  express  them  now. 


COMPOUND  FRACTURE  OF  THE  INFERIOR  FOURTH  AND 
CONDYLES  OF  THE  FEMUR,  WITH  DISLOCATION  OF 
THE  PATELLA  UPON  ITS  EDGE,  BETWEEN  THE  CON- 
DTLEB.  

BY  A.  Jf:  IBWtM,  II.  B.,  FOUT  WATim,  IMD. 


About  sunset,  on  the  31st  day  of  October,  1868,  John  Wycoff, 
Esq.,  aged  forty  years,  while  assisting  at  the  raising  of  a  grain-house, 
was  struck  by  a  fhlling  timber. 

The  ftume  had  been  raised  in  sections,  each  of  which  consisted  of 
three  posts,  and  a  plate — posts  six  by  six  inches  and  ten  feet;  plates 
six  by  eight  inches  and  sixteen  ftet.  The  last  section  was  forced  up 
rapidly  and  fell  inwardly,  while  Mr.  W.  was  in  the  act  of  crossing  a 
sin  directly  under  one  of  its  outer  posts. 

The  stroke  was  reoeived  an  inch  below  the  great  trochanter,  and 
swept  ddwn  the  lateral  posferior  surface  of  the  thigh,  within  three 
inches  of  its  outer  condyle,  while  the  lateral  anterior  surface  of  its 
inner  condyle  was  fixed  upon'  the  margin  of  the  sill. 

I  virfted  the  patietit  abovrt  three  hours  after  the  accident.  Found 
him  much  depressed.    Diagnosed  the  following  rare  form  of  fracture: 

Four  inches  aboTe  tlie  knee  a  double  oblique  ftvcture  of  the  shaft, 
with  division  of  the  condyles  into  the  articulation,  and  dislocation  of 
the  patella  upon  its  edge  between  them,  in  which  position  the  latter 
was  so  deeply  impacted  as  to  bo  ^uite  obscured. 
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As  motion  produced  insufferable  pain,  I  adjusted  the  lint  as  com- 
fortably as  possible;  prescribed  opiates  and  cold-water  dressings. 

Novemher  1 — Ancestbetised  the  patient;  proceeded  to  elcTate  the 
patella,  which  was  difficult  to  accomplish,  as  anticipated.  Having 
made  extension  to  release  the  sections  from  the  soft  parts.  The  leg 
was  raised  about  twenty  degrees  above  the  plane  of  tlie  thigh,  thor- 
oughly relaxing  the  quadriceps,  in  which  position  it  was  held  by  an 
assistant.  The  wedge-like  extremity  of  the  superior  fragment  was 
then  pressed  up  between  the  condyles,  the  inner  condyle  depressed, 
and  lateral  motion  made  upon  the  patella,  which  completed  its  reduc- 
tion. 

The  partially  dislocated  condyles  were  adjusted. 

The  limb  was  bandaged  while  well  extended,  and  immediately 
placed  upon  a  "double-inclined-plane  splint,"  from  the  superior  plane 
of  which  a  crescent  had  been  excised.  This  apparatus  was  made  espe- 
cially necessary  by  the  necessity  of  local  treatment  to  the  contused 
lateral  posterior  surface  of  the  thigh;  short  splints  were  applied  to 
prevent  separation  of  the  condyles.  A  weight  was  suspended  to  the 
limb  to  assist  in  preserving  extension. 

Cold-water  dressings  and  full  doses  of  morphia  prescribed. 

November  ^ — Fever;  parts  much  swollen.  Prescribed  Dover  pow- 
der;  leeches  to  knee;  cold-water  applications  continued. 

November  S — Fever  abating;  more  leeches  to  knee.  Treatment 
continued. 

November  4 — Less  fever;  slough  forming  over  the  contused  sur- 
face six  by  twelve  inches. 

November  5 — Free  of  fever;  swelling  abating.  Prescribed  car- 
bolic acid  in  linseed  oil,  one  drachm  to  eight  ounces,  to  be  applied  to* 
sloughing  surface ;  sulphate  of  quinine  gi.;  aromatic  sulphuric  acid,  ^ss.,. 
in  Jviii  brandy;  a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour.  Restoratives 
being  demanded,  opium  at  night  to  procure  rest  and  allay  spasm  of 
limb.  This  treatment  was  continued  until  November  10th,  at  which 
time  the  slough  separated  to  the  depth  of  the  integument  only,  expo- 
sing partially  occluded  puncture,  made  by  point  of  external  condyle; 
general  condition  improved.  Treatment  continued,  omitting  brandy* 
Synovitis  subsiding. 

November  20 — Slough  entirely  detached;  denuded  surface  doisg: 
well ;  dressing  prescribed  in  half  the  former  strength.  Other  treat- 
ment suspended.     Extension  preserved  with  great  dificulty — the  pa- 

(42) 
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tient  being  of  an  irrascible  temperament,  frequently  pertuaded  his  wife 
to  interrupt  the  tension,  notwithstanding  positive  orders  to  the  con- 
trary. 

November  26 — Was  unduly  anxious  concerning  farm  matters;  de- 
manded bis  wife  to  loose  his  limb  from  the  splint — which  she  did^ 
changed  position  frequently,  resulting  in  the  rupture  of  adhesion,  and 
displacement  at  the  point  of  fracture  in  the  shaft.  The  condyles  being 
firmly  united — found  the  thigh  shortened  two  inches;  inferior  frag- 
ment riding  the  superior;  leg  inverted,  swollen  and  painfiil.  Patient 
almost  exhausted.  Ke-adjusted  the  limb,  secured  it  firmly;  renewed 
cold  water  dressing.     Prescribed  Dover  powder. 

December  1 — Pain  and  swelling  abated. 

December  10 — Health  improved.  Denuded  surface  mostly  healed; 
bones  united. 

December  15 — Union  strong;  splints  removed;  pillow  placed  un- 
der the  knee ;  a  lighter  weight  suspended  to  the  foot. 

December  20 — Patient  was  taken  home — a  distance  of  four  miles, 
after  which  I  did  not  visit  him.  He  was  obliged  to  remain  in  bed  most 
of  the  time  for  two  months,  later  on  account  of  hyperasmia  and  pain 
of  foot  and  ankle  when  depended. 

April  1 — Mr.  W.  called  at  my  office.  I  examined  the  thigh;  fonnd 
it  one  and  a  fourth  inches  shortened,  otherwise  in  good  state.  Patella 
adhering  somewhat  to  the  condyles;  leg  could  be  flexed  about  twenty 
degrees;  use  of  joint  improving,  though  still  quite  stiff.  Shortly  af- 
terward he  moved  westward.  The  bad  condition  of  the  patient,  in 
consequQUpe  of  intemperate  habits;  the  frequent  interruption  of  exten- 
sion, and  finally,  the  displacement,  doubtless  delayed  recuperation,  and 
assisted  In  shortening  the  limb. 

His  atonic  habit  accounted  for  the  early  subsidence  of  acute  in- 
flammatory action,  and  continuance  of  an  asthenic  febrioula  and  ma- 
laise. The  synovitis  abated  without  disorganization;  the  adhesions 
resulting  were  principally  between  the  patella  and'condyles,  anchylosis 
of  which  was  prevented  by  passive  motion  of  the  patella.  Motion  of 
the  joint  was  necessarily  delayed  until  the  bones  had  united.  Leeches 
and  cold  water  were  exclusively  the  topical  treatment  of  the  synoTitis. 

I  have  understood  recently  that  he  has  fair  use  of  the  knee. 
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BY  DB.  JAMES  THOMPSON,  Ot  HARBISON,  0. 


Some  time  has  elapsed  since  the  last  xnetititig  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  and  I  have  waited  in  vain,  expecting  to  read  some 
comments  or  criticisms  in  regard  to  the  measures  adopted  and  laws 
enacted  by  the  same. 

Shortly  after  the  meeting  of  the  above  Association  in  1868,  not  a 
few  were  the  comments  and  strictures  which  appeared  in  the  various 
medical  journals  of  the  land  concerning  the  proceedings  of  said  Asso- 
eiation.  Most  of  the  writers  then  contended  that  the  valuable  time 
of  a  learned,  liberal  and  dignified  Association  should  not  be  spent  in 
conviviality,  but  that  it  should  have  been  spent  -in  the  discussion  and 
elucidation  of  occult  subjects.  But  now,  after  said  Association  has 
discussed  subjects  and  enacted  laws  which  are  calculated  to  affect  the 
well  being  of  thousands  now  in  and  yet  to  enter  the  profession,  not 
one  word  of  comment  or  criticism  do  we  hear. 

We  find,  on  perusing  the  August  number  of  your  journal,  that 
on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  Dr.  E.  L.  Howard,  chairman  of  the 
''Committee  on  Specialties  in  Medicine,  and  the  Propriety  of  Special- 
ists Advertising,"  reported,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Wednes- 
day, at  twelve  M.  Accordingly  on  Wedensday,  Dr.  L.  P.  Tandell,  Jr.,. 
of  Kentucky,  introduced  the  following  resolution : 

"  Sewlvedj  That  private  handbills  addressed  to  members  of  the  medical  pn^ 
fieaion,  or  advertisements  in  newspapers,  calling  the  attention  of  professional 
brethren  to  themselves  as  specialists,  be  declared  in  violation  of  article  — ,  oi  sec- 
tion —  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association." 

Dr.  N.  S/'Davis  of  Chicago,  said : 

"It  had  been  the  practice  to  publish  cards  in  medical  jooraalfr for  the  purpose 
of  informing  the  medical  fraternity  that  the  advertiser  devotes  himself  to  special 
dijeases.  These  cards  were  not  so  mnch  for  the  information  of  the  pnblic  as  for 
the  medical  fhiternity.  He  hoped  that  now  the  question  was  np,  it  would  be  dis- 
cussed fully." 

Dr.  L.  P.  Yandell,  Jr.,  of  Kentucky: 

"  We  have  allowed  physicians  to  violate  the  code  of  ethics  by  advertising  in 
the  medical  jonmals  that  they  are  specialists  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases. 
In  Earope  ihej  are  stricter  in  regard  to  specialists  than  here.  There,  where  a  phy- 
sician wins  a  rcpotation  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases,  his  professional  breth- 
ren send  cases  to  him  for  treatment ;  but  advertisement  is  prohibited.  If  we  are 
allowed  to  resort  to  advertisement,  not  as  a  question  of  merit,  but  of  money,  the 
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AfisodatiM  Bhoald  bo  ^focUre.    I  fRtf  sure  I  am  riglit  in  thii^  piiadple^  and  want 
an  expression  from  this  Associatioff/' 

Dr.  Sayre,  of  JTetr  York : 

"  Let  those  who  ntiderstand  the  best  mode  of  treatment  fn  special  diseases,  in-- 
struct  their  professioftal  brethren  tlbfrongh  ther  proper  chanuels,  as  tfte  bouorable 
way  of  preferment,  not  bjr  advertising  as  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents.  Let  ns 
look  the  matter  square  in  the  face  and  sustain  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Tandell.  ifaf 
my  hand  be  psral/sed  if  I  make  any  attempt  to  profit  by  advertising  knowledge  I 
bare  gained  in  my  profession." 

*<  Dr.  Hussey,  of  Ohio,  moyed  t»  amend  by  iiMrting  or  in  medical  journals." 

Said  amendment  tras  accepted. 
Dr.  Tandell: 

"  The  question  is,  shall  we  associate  with  professional  prostitutes  and  medical 
outlaws?" 

"Dr.  Yandell's  resolution  was  tnianimously  adopted." 

Tbe  resolution  of  Dr.  Yaodell  is  so  worded  that^  at  first  glance,  it 
looks  partly  reasonable;  but  when  we  refer  to  his  comments  snbse^ 
quently,  tbe  objectionable  features  are  apparent.  He  first  speaks  of 
'^priTate  handbills  or  adTertieements  in  newspapers."  To  this  por- 
tion we  take  no  exception;  but  when  he  states  that  "We  have  allowed 
physicians  to  violate  the  code  of  ethics  by  advertising  in  our  medical 
journals  that  they  are  specialists  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases," 
the  question  arises,  what  reasonable  objection  can  be  urged  against 
either  of  the  following  modest  advertisements? 

"  E.  Williams,  H.  D.,  E/e-Surgeon,  north-east  corner  of  Fourth  and  RacestRCts^ 
Cincinnati,  0." 

This  is  copied  from  the  Lancet  and  Ohterver^  1861. 

"  Dr.  Edward  L.  Holmes,  28  North  Clark  street,  Chicago,  Illinois.  Special  at* 
tention  to  diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear." 

The  above  appeared  in  the  Chicago  Medical  Jo7tmal,  for  1861, 
1862  and  1863.     Or  to  this  one: 

*'  Drs.  Taliaferro  k  Buckner,  treat  diseases  of  the  Bje  and  Ear,  north-west  cor- 
ner, Ac." 

Many  more  similar  advertisements  could  we  add  from  the  various 
medical  journals  of  the  land. 

Is  there  an  unprejudiced  member  of  the  medical  profession,  who 
vwill  t^ree  with  Dr.  Yandell  in  branding  and  ostraoiaing  such  men  as 
"professional  prostitutes**  and  "medical  outlaws,"  who  resort  to  such 
uidveixtiaements  "not  as  a  question  of  merit,  but  of  money?" 
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Peuttit  me  to  state  that  in  your  journal  for  the  month  of  August, 
I  notieed  the  following: 

"  L.  P.  Yandell,  Jr.,  M.  D^  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine.'" 

Is  it  a  "questioo  of  money"  with  him? 

Tke  next  gentleman  whose  name  we  notice  in  connection  with  this 
sahjeet  is  Dr.  Sajre  of  New  York,  who  embellishes  the  subject  afler 
the  manner  of  Holy  Writ: 

"  May  my  hand  be  paralysed  if  I  make  any  atterayt  t«  profit  by  advertiaiag 
knowledge  I  have  attained  ta  my  profession." 

Pardon  me  for  digressing  in  this  pluee.  The  case  of  paralysis  re* 
minds  me  so  much  of  the  many  eloquent  bores  who  are  constantly 
jumping  fiwm  their  seats  to  explain  something.  We  meet  them  in 
every  walk  of  life,  in  the  most  insignificant  township  caucus  of  the 
rural  district,  as  well  as  in  the  legislative  halls  of  our  country ;  in  our 
county  medical  societies,  as  well  as  in  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. Our  desire  id  that  their  tongues  instead  of  their  hands  may  be 
paralyzed. 

I  notice  in  a  back  number  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Journal  the 
name  of 

*»  Lewis  A.  Say  re,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Orthopedic  Surgery." 

Is  it  A  '*  question  of  money"  with  him,  also? 

Next  comes  Pr.  Mussey  of  Ohio,  who  was  not  content  with  the 
original  xesolution,  but  ^' moved  to  amend  by  inserting  'or  in  medical 
journals."'  In  your  journal  for  August  I  notice  the  following  adver- 
tisement: 

"  W.  H.  MuBsey,  M.  D^  DetcripUve  and  OperaUre  Surgery." 

Is  it  a  "question  of  money"  in  his  ease? 

If  I  mistake  not,  Pro£  Gross  had  a  good  deal  to  say  on  ''  special- 
ists" at  a  former  meeting  of  the  Association,  and  then  and  there  con- 
tended that  he  was  just  as  competent  to  treat  thd  eye  as  were  those 
who  made  it  a  specialty. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  humble  servant  that,  notwithstanding  his 
€laim  to  competency  to  treat  the  eye,  his  writings  do  not  corroborate 
his  statement;  for,  although  an  excellent  writer  on  Surgery  in  general, 
he  mak«s  terrible  blunders  when  writing  on  the  eye. 

In  support  of  the  above,  let  as  take  a  cursory  glance  at  Dr.  S.  D. 
Gross'  writings  on  the  eye,  in  vol.  II,  published  1864,  page  197: 

"  In  either  case  the  pupil  mast  be  dilated  with  atropia  in  the  proportion  c' 
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one-twentieth  of  a  graio  to  the  ounce  of  water,  a  amall  quantity  of  which  is  ap- 
plied Beveral  times  to  the  eje  a  few  hours  before/' 

The  experieooe  of  specialists  is,  that  in  a  great  majoritj  of  caseft 
it  is  at  least  twenty  times  too  weak,  nnless  we  liave  time  to  drop  it  in 
every  few  minutes  for  seyeral  hours ;  but  that  a  single  drop  of  a  solu- 
tion containing  fVom  one  to  four  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water  is  usu- 
ally used. 

Page  222.  Recommends  nitrate  of  silver,  oxide  of  zinc,  &c.,  to 
oases  of  ulcerative  keratitis.  Would  the  Doctor  be  responsible  should 
his  students  cause  permanent  metallic  deposits  between  the  laminas  of 
the  cornea?  ** Specialists''  particularly  avoid  using  such  dangerous 
articles.    Page  231— Iritis : 

"  Mercury,  then,  is  the  great  remedy  par  excellence," 

"Specialists  usually  cure  their  patients  in  a  shorter  period  than 
three  weeks  by  the  use  of  anodynes,  local  and  constitutional,  and  con- 
tend that  mercury  is  not  needed  except  in  syphilitic  cases. 

Page  235.  Recommends  the  hook  in  Iridectomy — says  nothing 
about  iridectomy  forceps.  Is  there  less  danger  of  wounding  the  lens 
with  the  hook  than  with  the  forceps? 

Page  247.  In  speaking  of  the  various  methods  of  operating  upon 
hard  cataract,  the  Doctor  remarks: 

"  It  is  said  of  Wenzel  that  he  spoiled  a  whole  hatftiU  of  eyes  before  he  had 
learned  the  art  of  extracting,  which  affords  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  diffi- 
enlties  which  attend  this  operation,  and  reason  why  so  few  practitioners  are  found 
who  are  ready  and  willing  to  nndertake  it" 

He  still  prefers  couching  in  cases  of  hard  cataract.  **  Specialists  '* 
almost  invariably  extract  hard  lenticular  cataracts,  and  if  these  cases 
are  well  chosen,  their  successes  preponderate  over  their  failures  in  the 
proportion  of  five  to  one.  They  look  upon  eonchtn^  as  an  abominable 
operation,  owing  to  the  retained  lens  remaining  in  the  eye;  for  so 
long  as  it  remains  we  never  know  what  irritation  it  may  cause. 

Page  289.  '^Diseases  of  the  Lachrymal  Apparatus.'*  He  recom- 
mends  the  old  and  almost  obsolete  method  of  inserting  the  style  into 
the  nasal  duct  through  an  opening  made  below  the  lid.  "Specialists" 
usually  insert  the  point  of  a  scissors  into  one  or  other  puncta  lach* 
rymalia,  usually  the  upper,  slit  up  the  canal,  and  pass  the  style  through 
the  natural  passages,  thereby  making  a  much  more  elegant  and  useful 
operation. 

Page  285.  Speaks  concerning  the  operation  for  Entropion,  aa  fol- 
lows: 
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'*  Much  j«dgm€nt  is  required  ia  order  accurately  to  proportion  the  amount  of 
substance  to  be  removed ;  the  great  danger  generally  is,  that  the  operator  takes 
awaj  too  little,  thus  faToring  speedy  relapse.*^ 

"Specialists"  caation  operators  against  taking,  away  too  much  of 
the  integument,  contending  that  it  is  far  more  easy  to  repeat  the  ope- 
ration than  it  is  to  remedy  the  ectropion  or  the  inability  to  close  the 
lids,  which  often  follows  the  operation  for  entropion,  where  such  ad- 
vice is  given  by  Dr.  Gross  is  adhered  to.  I  will  add  that  several  such 
«nfortunate  cases  have  come  under  my  observation  after  having  been 
operated  upon  by  surgeons  for  the  relief  of  entropionu 

Page  292.  While  speaking  of  the  division  of  the  internal  Rectus 
lor  the  relief  of  Convergent  Strabismus,  he  says : 

*<  The  moment  this  is  acysomplished,  the  eye,  from  the  traction  exerted  upon  it 
by  the  book,  springs  towards  the  nose,  and  the  muscle  retracts  within  its  sheath,  * 
especially  if  it  has  heen  thoroughly  liberated  from  its  connections." 

The  question  arises:  If  the  muscle  retracts  within  its  sheath,  or 
the  Capsule  of  Tenon,  how  does  it  get  back  again? 

"Specialists"  careMly  avoid  such  retraction,  knowing  as  they  do, 
that  if  such  retraction  takes  place,  divergent  strabismus  usually  results? 
a  complication  which  is  anything  but  dosirable.  That  which  they  aim 
to  produce  is  simply  a  setting  back  of  the  muscle  on  the  globe  otctsule, 
but  never  innde  the  Capsule  of  Tenon. 

We  will  notice  but  one  more  error  and  pass  on. 

Page  270.  In  describing  the  anomalies  of  refraction^  the  Doctor 
confounds  with  it  a  natural  failure  of  aceommodatum.  After  describ- 
ing Myopia  or  short-sightedness,  he  speaks  of  Presbyopia  as  follows : 

"Presbyopia,  foresightedness.  In  Presbyopy  the  etmverte  of  Myopy,  objects 
can  be  discerned  distinctly  only  at  a  considerable  distance ;  hence  the  person,  in 
reading,  holds  the  book  or  paper  at  arm's  length." 

He  states  that  it  is  the  result  of  a  • 

"  Gradual  flattening  of  the  cornea^  thus  causing  divergence  of  the  rays  of  light 
before  they  reach  the  retina." 

Is  not  his  description  just  as  ^* clear  ae  mud?'*  Prethyopia  is  not 
the  converse  of  Myopia.  It  is  simply  a  failure  of  accommodation, 
occasioned  by  an  increase  of  hardness  of  the  crystalline  2ens,  so  that 
its  form  can  no  longer  be  readily  changed,  and  its  convexity  increased 
by  the  action  of  the  ciliary  muscle. — (^Donden,) 

Bypermetropia,  instead  of  Presbyopy,  is  the  anomaly  of  refraction 
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which  may  be  said  to  be  the  conyerse  of  Myopy.  It  is,  "SpecialistB** 
inform  us,  a  condition  like  Myopy,  which  generally  depends  on  defect 
of  construction  of  the  globe;  the  antero-posterior  diameter  being  too 
short,  so  that  parallel  rays  are  brought  to  a  focus  at  a  point  behind  the 
retina. — (Donders.) 

Many  more  errors  could  be  found  in  the  writings  of  Dr.  Gro»  on 
Ophthalmology ;  but  as  I  do  not  wish  to  tire  your  readers,  have  simply 
spoken  of  those  which  are  so  obvious. 

Having  digressed  slightly  from  our  subject,  in  order  to  show  that 
the  ablest  and  most  eminent  men  of  the  general  profession  sometimes 
make  sad  blunders,  when  writing  on,  or  discussing  subjects  which  are 
usually  better  handled  by  "Specialists,'*  we  now  return  to  otir  subject 
by  reviewing  the  men  and  their  motives. 

Who  are  the  parties  so  afraid  of  being  "prostituted"  and  contami- 
nated by  "medical  outlaws?" 

Professors  Tandell,  Sayre,  Mussey,  and,  formerly,  Qrofis — all  of 
them  Professors  and  eminent  members  of  the  profession,  who  adTO- 
cate  this  exclusiveness  solely  for  the  benefit  of  others;  wlio  would 
rather  have  their  hands  paralyzed  than  to  make  a  few  "  dollars  aod 
cents ' '  by  their  knowledge.  Was  ever  such  disinterested  philanthrophy 
OKhibited  since  Bratus  and  other  Eoman  senators  so  befriended  their 
countrymen? 

In  order  to  throw  additional  light  on  the  subject,  permit  me  to 
state,  that  about  two  years  ago,  I  had  the  honor  of  a  short  interriew 
with  Dr.  Blackman  of  Cincinnati,  and  while  then  conversing  on  the 
subject  of  Ophthalmology,  he  remarked  good  temperedly,  that  Dn. 
Williams  and  Seeley  had  left  him  no  eye  cases  to  operate  on,  but  that 
it  was  right;  for  the  above  named  gentlemen  had  worked  bard  for, 
and  had  well  earned  their  reputation. 

Can  it  be  that  envy  and  jealousy  prompted  the  above  distinguidhed 
Professors  to  endeavor  to  exclude  equally  if  not  more  worthy  men? 

What  effect  will  such  resolutions  have  upon  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  upon  the  public? 

It  has  already  had  the  following  effect  upon  the  profession:  Bat  a 
short  time  ago  I  noticed  upon  the  signs  of  Drs.  Williams,  Seeley  and 
others.  Oculist  and  Aurist,  but  now  the  speoialties  are  obliterated,  and 
their  signs  at  this  date  simply  bear  their  names. 

In  regard  to  the  publio :  In  the  place  of  being  benefited  by  the 
change,  they  will  be  put  to  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  in  searching 
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for  aid  in  their  afflictions,  and  many  will  resort  to  pretenders,  who 
haye  eyes  and  ears  painted  on  their  signs  as  large  as  the.  head  of  a 
barrel. 

Dr.  Sayre  informs  us  that  in  the  place  of  any  card  or  sign,  or  adver- 
tisement in  medical  journals,  or  anything  yisible,  whereby  the  Pro- 
fessor or  the  public  can  see  at  a  glance  what  we  propose  to  treat,  we 
are  to  '^  instruct  our  professional  brethren  through  the  proper  channels.*' 
Does  he  mean  that  we  are  to  seek  to  become  Professors  in  ^^clap  trap*' 
colleges?  If  so,  we  answer  that  wc  have  too  many  seeking  such  posi- 
tions already. 

Let  us  "look  the  matter  square  in  the  face,"  as  the  gentleman  re- 
marks ;  and  when  we  do  so,  we  find  that  a  vast  majority  of  the  men 
now  in  and  entering  the  medical  profession,  are  poor.  Most  of  them 
have  been  school-teachers,  who  have  by  dint  of  frugality  aud  perse- 
verence,  laid  up  a  small  amount  in  "dollars  and  cents,'*  just  sufficient 
in  most  instances  to  take  them  through  college,  and  purchase  the 
necessary  instruments  needed  to  prosecute  their  calling;  and  in  nu- 
merous instances  the  poor  fellows  can  not  command  ten  dollars  cash 
to  start  on,  and  in  some  instances  it  is  their  desire  to  practice  in  some 
special  department. 

How  would  such  an  one  prosper  were  he  to  wait  for  his  "profess- 
ional brethren  to  send  him  oases?" 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  let  the  son  of  a  banker,  or  of  some  distin- 
guished professor,  who  has  both  money  and  friends,  and  who  has  made 
a  trip  to  Paris — and,  by  the  way,  we  will  here  remark  that  it  has  be- 
come &shionable  for  those  who  wish  to  attain  eminence,  to  visit  Paris, 
even  if  they  have  not  acquired  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  language 
to  understand  the  lecturer.  I  repeat — let  such  an  one  start  by  the 
side  of  the  poor  physician ;  and,  we  ask,  to  whom  would  the  profess- 
ional brethren  send  their  cases?  Would  they  not  send  them  to  the 
banker's  son? 

In  conclusion,  let  me  ask:  Will  the  "rank  and  file"  of  the  pro- 
fession be  dictated  to  by  men  holding  superior  positions  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public?  Shall  a  coterie  undo  that  which  has  existed  for  years, 
and  hear  no  remonstrance?  I  sincerely  hope  that  all  who  think  so, 
will  say  it  shall  not  be,  and  that  the  matter  be  thoroughly  ventila* 
ted. 
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THE  TEBATMENT  OF  MALIGNANT  TUMORS  BY  ELEC- 
TEOLYSIS. 


BY  W.  NBPTBL,  X.  D.,  NBW  YORK. 


AltKough  I  am  preparing  for  pablication  my  researches  on  the 
continnons  galvanic  current,  where  remarkable  illustrations  of  the  elec- 
trolytic treatment  will  be  given  in  eztenso,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to 
give  at  once  a  preliminary  acconnt  of  the  following  case,  which  may 
contribute  to  save  the  lives  of  many  sufferers  deemed  incurable : 

Hon.  Th.  T.  D ,  a  highly  accomplished  gentleman,  fifty-eight 

years  old,  consulted  last  year  several  celebrated  surgeons  in  London 
and  Paris  (among  others,  Nelaton)  with  regard  to  a  tumor  in  the  left 
manunary  region.  They  all  advised  him  not  to  undergo  any  surgical 
operation,  as  they  considered  the  tumor  a  malignant  one,  the  removal 
of  which  would  only  hasten  the  fatal  termination  of  the  undoubtedly 
constitutional  disease.  The  patient,  nevertheless,  insisted  upon  the 
extirpation  of  the  tumor,  and  our  great  surgeon  Dr.  Marion  Sims, 
quite  successfully  performed  the  operation  in  Paris.  Soon  after  the 
cicatrization  of  the  wound,  however,  the  axilliary  glands  of  the  same 

2 eft)  side  began  to  enlarge,  and  in  January  last  presented  a  tumor  of 
le  sise  of  an  egg,  consisting  of  a  conglomeration  of  enlarged  and 
indurated  glands.  Dr.  Sims  again  extirpated  this  second  tumor,  the 
microscopical  appearance  of  which  was  that  of  a  real  cancer  (carcino- 
ma of  the  axillary  glands).  The  specimen  was  presented  to  the  New 
York  Pathological  Society  and  examined  by  distinguished  histolo- 
gists.*  The  wound  this  time  healed  very  slowly,  as  it  was  accompa- 
nied by  dangerous  complications,  an  extensive  erysipelas,  high  fever, 
(107.8^  Fahr.)  rigors  and  delirium.  Scarcely  had  the  wound  healed, 
when  a  new  scirrhus  tumor  began  to  grow  in  the  right  mammary  re- 
gion, and  very  soon  attained  the  size  of  an  orange,  or  more.  It  now 
became  evident  that  another  surgical  operation  would  be  useless,  for 
it  could  only  call  forth,  as  before,  an  immediate  relapse,  and  perhaps 
in  a  more  dangerous  locality.  As  nothine  remained  to  save  the  pa- 
tient, who  was  perfectly  aware  of  his  condition,  and  whose  constitu- 
tion was  broken  down,  1  proposed  the  eletrolytic  treatment,  expecting, 
as  the  best  result,  merely  the  local  destruction  and  absorption  of  the 
tumor ;  for,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  I  could  not  have 
entertained  any  hope  of  producing  by  electrolysis  the  least  favorable 
change  in  the  constitutional  disease. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  and  the  4th  and  7th  of  May,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Drs.  Metcalfe^  Nott,  and  B.  Howard,  I  performed  the  electro* 
lysis  by  means  of  the  large  apparatus  of  Kriiger  and  Hirschman,  with 
elements  of  Siemens,  subdividing,  at  the  second  and  third  operation, 
the  cathode  into  three  and  four  branches,  connected  with  the  needles 
by  serres-fines.  The  latest  improvements  of  the  apparatus  afforded 
the  possibility  of  gradually  increasing  the  quantity  of  the  current, 
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without  interrnpting  the  oircnit)  and  of  diminishing  it  in  the  same 
way,  80  that  the  eirouit  was  broken  only  by  the  extraction  of  the  last 
needle.  Not  a  drop  of  blood  eseaped.  The  first  operation  last  two 
minutes,  using  ten  elements;  the  second  five  minutes,  with  twenty  ele- 
ments ;  and  the  third  ten  minutes,  with  thirty  elements.  After  the 
operation  the  tumor  increased  considerably  in  size,  but  became  softer 
and  more  elastic.  No  febrile  or  other  local  or  constitutional  symp- 
toms followed.  On  the  contrary,  the  patient  who  before  was  weak, 
ansdmic,  and  cachectic,  began  to  gain  strength  and  flesh ;  the  tumor  at 
the  same  time  diminishing  slowly  but  constantly.  A  month  after  the 
first  sitting  the  tumor  was  found  a  great  deal  softer  and  smaller ;  at 
the  end  of  the  second  month  it  had  almost  disappeared,  and  a  fort- 
night later  no  trace  of  it  remained.  The  general  condition  of  the 
patient  is  now  in  all  respects  excellent,  and  new  deposits  can  nowhere 
be  detected.  In  his  last  letter  he  writes  to  me  as  follows:  ^^I  am  not 
able  to  discoyer  any  new  deposits  anywhere,  nor  would  the  tumor  in 
the  right  breast  be  detected  by  any  ordinary  obseryer.  I  hope  the 
old  devil  who  took  lodgings  there  and  was  ejected,  took  all  his  bag- 
gage with  him.''* 

The  above -related  case  presents  the  following  points  of  interest: 

1.  The  patient  has  been  examined  by  a  number  of  celebrated 
physicians  in  Europe  and  America,  who  have  all  considered  him  af- 
fected by  a  constitutional  cancerous  disease;  and  the  extirpated  tu- 
mckrs,  being  real  cancers,  have  proved  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis. 

2.  The  described  case  brings  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the  elec- 
trolysis must  be  considered  not  only  as  a  local  agent,  as  thinks  Al- 
thau8,t  but  as  one  capable  of  modifying,  and  even  curing,  the  constitu- 
tional diathesis.  I  explain  it  in  the  following  way :  It  has  already 
been  established,  by  experimental  researches,  that  the  electric  current 
affects  powerful  protoplasmatic  structures.]!  Hence  it  is  possible  and 
probable  that  the  cells  (which  have  to  be  considered  as  bearers  of  the 
contagion  and  the  cause  of  the  generalisation  of  the  disease)  get  their 
protoplasma  altered  in  such  a  way  by  electrolysis,  as  to  lose  its  specific 
infectious  properties,  and  make  it  incompatible  with  the  existence  and 
propagation  of  the  cancerous  new  formation. 

3.  Finally  this  is  the  first  authentic  case  of  cure  of  a  real  cancer 
in  a  subject  affected  with  constitutional  diathesis.  I  think  that  if  Al- 
thaus,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  improved  electrolytic  method, 
did  not  succeed  in  curing  a  single  case  of  malignant  tumor,  it§  is 
owing  only  to  the  imperfection  of  the  apparatus  with  which  he  works. 
I  have  had  one  like  it  imported  from  London,  and  have  ascertained, 
by  the  feeble  deflection  of  the  needle  of  my  galvanometer,  and  by  the 
weak  muscular  reaction  it  produces,  that  Althaus'  apparatus  generates 
a  very  small  current-quantity.     This  explains  also  why  he  is  obliged 

*  Th«  patient  baa  eloce  returned  to  the  city,  and  been  seen  by  some  of  the  physicians  aboye- 
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to  have  recourse  to  so  namerons  and  prolonged  sittings  (half  an  hour), 
whilst,  with  the  ezeellent  apparatus  I  am  in  the  hahit  of  using,  incom- 
parably better  results  can  be  obtained  in  a  much  shorter  period. 

With  regard  to  non*malignant  tumors,  I  will  give  in  my  next  pa- 
per an  account  of  what  I  have  attained  by  electrolytic  treatment 
Especially  the  soft  tumors,  nsdvi,  etc.,  yield  yery  rapidly  to  it  A  , 
large  goitre  of  eighteen  years'  standing  has  completely  disappeared  in 
the  course  of  two  months.  60  far  as  I  can  judge  from  my  experi- 
ments on  animal  (rabbits),  the  electrolytic  treatment  of  varicose  veiu 
and  aneurisms,  promises  to  be  highly  successful.  Examining  micro- 
scopically the  thrombi,  I  could  repeatedly  convince  myself,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  assertions  of  Tschaussoff,*  that  the  organization  of  a  thron- 
bus  really  does  take  place,  a  fact  which  had  been  already  experiment- 
ally demonstrated  by  the  classical  researches  of  Yirchow,!  as  far  back 
as  1846.  Again,  it  is  not  difficult  to  follow  up  the  gradual  transforma- 
tion of  the  colorless  blood-corpuscles  into  connective  tissne-corpnscles, 
which  was  likewise  accepted  by  Virchow. 

But  the  most  surprising  effect  can  be  produced,  by  the  electrolytic 
treatment,  on  organic  strictures  of  the  urethra.  The  only  case  I  have 
had  is  a  gentleman  who  is  yet  under  my  observation.  He  has  been 
suffering  for  about  ten  years  from  organic  strictures  impermeable  CTcn 
for  the  thinnest  bougies.  He  told  me  that,  though  he  had  been  un- 
der the  care  of  many  distinguished  surgeons,  no  one  could  ever  sne- 
ceed  in  introducing  a  catheter  into  his  bladder.  On  the  20th  of  Jnlj 
I  introduced  a  French  catheter,  No.  three,  up  to  the  principal  strict- 
ure, situated  in  the  prostatio  part  of  the  urethra,  the  prostate  itself 
being  enormously  enlarged,  and  by  a  very  simple  contrivance,  directed 
the  electrolytic  action  of  the  negative  pole  upon  the  stricture  durii^ 
two  minutes.  Immediately,  to  mv  great  astonishment,  the  catheter 
passed  within  the  bladder,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  turbid  and  de- 
composed urine  was  discharged.  Since  this  the  patient  has  been  able 
to  pass  urine  easier  than  he  has  ever  done  before.  On  the  24th  Jalj 
I  repeated  the  operation  with  the  same  result,  but  using  catheter  No. 
six  of  the  French  scale ;  and  I  can  now  introduce  Nos.  eight  and  ten 
without  resorting  to  electrolysis.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  pros- 
tate itself  does  not  seem  to  oe  enlarged  any  longer. 

In  spermatorrhoBa  this  mode  of  treatment  can  not  be  surpassed.  I 
have  had  several  oases  of  inveterate  spermatorrhesa,  which  all  yielded 
to  a  single  or  to  repeated  electrolytic  treatment  of  the  prostate  part 
of  the  urethra.  I  am  sure  that  those  who  have  once  tried  this  metbod, 
will  find  it  far  superior  to  all  the  others,  which  are  eomparatinl; 
tedious  and  uncertain. 

The  first  discoverer  of  the  electrolytic  treatment  was  Cmssel^  of 
St  Petersburg,  Russia.  Already  in  1839  he  demonstrated  exp^ 
mentally  the  different  effects  produced  by  the  different  poles,  and  used 
electrolysis  in  the  treatment  of  strictures,  exudations,  tumors,  and 
ulcers.     A  number  of  others  followed  him,  amongst  whom  one  of  the 
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most  BUCcesBful  is  imdoubtedly  my  friend  Dr.  Morito  Meyer,*  of  Ber*- 
liu.  Dr.  Althaus  has  quite  recently  improved  the  method  and  showv 
the  great  importance  of  the  negative  pole  in  the  treatment  of  tumors. 
Certainly  every  observer  will  agree  with  him  that  electrolysis,  besides 
annihilating  the  pain,  acts  in  a  threefold  manner^f  viz:  1.  Through 
mechanical  disintegration  of  the  tissues  by  the  nascent  hydrogen ;  2. 
Through  the  dissolving  action  of  the  aceumulated  free  alkali  (potash, 
soda  and  lime) ;  3.  Through  the  local  modification  of  nutrition  (by 
means  of  the  vasomoter  nerves)  of  the  parts  brought  under  the  imme- 
diate influence  of  the  current.  To  these  local  effects  I  can  now  add, 
from  my  own  experiments  and  observations,  the  constitutional  effect 
of  electrolysis,  which  latter  especially  makes  this  method  invaluable 
in  many  hitherto  incurable  diseases.  One  of  its  great  advantages  is 
that  it  is  never  followed  by  inflammation,  suppuration,  sloughing,  or 
other  disturbances,  and  that  the  patient  can  continue  his  usual  occu- 
pation and  mode  of  life. 

The  electrolitio  treatment  is  called  to  open  a  large  field  for  sur- 
geiy,  and  will  be  applied  very  soon  to  a  varietv  of  surjgical  diseases, 
to  the  advantage  of  the  profession  and  the  benent  of  suffering  human- 
ity. The  surgeon  now,  oesides  his  biological  knowledge  and  the  use 
of  his  mechanical  appliances,  will  acquire  and  appropriate  to  himself 
the  knowledg  of  physics,  electro-physiology,  and  the  management  of 
the  complicated  galvanic  apparatus. — Medical  Record. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  INDIANA  STATE  MEDICAL  SO- 
CIETY AT  ITS  NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION,  HELD 
AT  INDIANAPOLIS  MAT  19  AND  20,  1869. 


The  most  noticeable  feature  of  these  "Transactions"  is  extreme 
poverty. 

Comparing  them  with  similar  productions  from  neighboring  socie- 
ties, we  are  painfully  impressed  by  this  feature. 

It  is  not  within  our  province  to  account  for  this  state  of  affairs. 
Certainly  this  result  does  not  indicate  any  lack  of  talent,  or  even  an 
ebb  in  the  tide  of  medical  enthusiasm  amongst  our  professional  breth- 
ren. It  may  have  been  from  some  impairment  of  the  machinery  of 
organization.    Some  neglect  in  the  application  of  forces.     ^*Some  one 
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(may  have)  blundered."    Be  that  as  it  may  have  been,  the  publica- 
tion is  before  uS)  and  is  what  it  ia. 

The  first  paper  in  order  is  the  President's  address.    Subject: 

<<THE  TROtTBLES  AND  EISPONSlBltltlES  OF  tHB  MEDICAL  PROFESSION.'' 

Th€i  subject  is  trite,  and  the  matter  "commonplace"  to  an  extreme* 
It  has  never  been  our  privilege  to  enjoy  an  acquaintance  with  the 
worthy  President,  and  we  beg  his  pardon  in  all  due  humility  whUe  diS' 
senting  from  the  view  which  he  has  taken  of  the  profession  in  this 
fbrmal  repetition  of  the  chronic  grumble  of  men  who  have  failed  to 
receive,  because  they  have  failed  to  merit,  that  exalted  appreciation 
which  the  intelligent,  educated,  generous,  manly  and  sincere  lover  and 
practitioner  of  medicine  never  fails  to  receive  firom  whatever  people  he 
may  labor  for  and  amongst. 

We  confess  to  a  weakness  on  this  subject — a  weakness  amounting 
to  weariness,. of  this  self-pitying  complaining  on  the  part  of '^regular" 
practitioners,  of  the  hardships,  abuses,  ^ingratitudes,  indignities  and 
want  of  appreciation  to  which  they  are  constantly  subjected.  For 
ourself,  we  desire  no  "high  protective  tariff,*'  to  prohibit  "old  women" 
from  overruling  our  opinions,  or  suspending  our  prescriptions;  or  to 
protect  us  from  the  humiliation  of  being  superceded  by  quacks  of 
whatever  denomination.  The  people,  however  ignorant,  in  this  country 
of  free  institutions,  measure  men,  public  and  professional,  much  more 
accurately  than  we  are  willing  to  acknowledge.  Sheer  quackery,  un- 
less  it  be  harmless,  (as  Homoeopathy,)  is  short-lived  in  any  commu- 
nity. That  it  is  encouraged,  temporarily,  and  often  repeated  experi- 
mentally, is  a  suggestive  commentary  upon  the  merits  or  success  of 
the  "regular  practice." 

The  worthy  President  closes  his  address  with  a  few  sentences 
cheerf\il,  inspiring  and  full  of  truth,  contrasting  agreeably  with  the 
general  burden  of  his  speech — asserting  in  one  sentence  that  which 
should  stand  in  the  place  of  all  which  precedes  it;  a  brief  summary 
of  the  whole  matter,  to-wit:  "If  his  course  (the  physician*s)  has 
been  upright  and  honorable,  he  will  have  the  approval  of  his  own  con- 
science, and  the  praise  of  all  good  men  I" 

What  more  can  any  man  desire? 

"WHY  DOCTORS  DISAGREE," 

Is  a  paper  by  Br.  Kersey,  of  Richmond,  who  is  well  known  to  the 
profession  as  a  gentleman  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  research. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BlBLIOeBAPHT*  61ft 

The  ptper  is  written  in  vindioatioa  of  tke  rmle  of  ethios  '^prohibiting 
interconrae  at  the  bedside  with  doeton  of  other  so«oaUed  sjstema  "^- 
and  is  intended  to  remoye  the  impreesions  "that  the  rule  is  founded 
in  arrogance  and  works  cruelty  toward  the  sick."  It  contrasts  the 
**  broad  basis/'  with  its  "  boundless  wealth  of  appliances,"  of  the  "  Reg- 
ular" with  erery  other  "so-called  system"  of  medicine,  declared  to  be 
"partial,  distorted,  dogmatic  or  unecientific."  It  indulges  in  the 
usual  ridicule  of  Hom«Dopaihy,  stating  some  of  the  most  absurd  of 
Hahnemann's  speculations,  as  constituting  the  body  of  the  system, 
and  asserting  "dogmatically"  that  the  "system  amounts  to  absolute 
expectancy  in  erery  condition  of  disease.-"  The  design  and  spirit  of 
the  paper  are  undoubtedly  excellent.  The  intelligent  reader,  not  him- 
self "  partial,  distorted,  dogmatical  or  unscientific,"  can  not  but  feel 
the  limitation  of  the  author's  thought,  and  regret  the  weakness  com- 
mon to  us  all,  which  disqualifies  us  for  seeing  beyond  the  narrow  orbit 
of  our  own  intellectual  motions.  Is  it  not  time,  and  were  it  not  bet- 
ter, more  impartial,  symmetrical,  philsophical  and  scientific,  to  look 
at  these  schools  of  medicine,  which  we  deem  "irregular,"  yet  which 
have  so  far  found  favor  in  the  public  estimation  as  to  be  recognized  as 
"Systems,"  commanding  and  enforcing  respect,  in  the  light  of  what 
they  suggest;  accepting  and  appropriating  whatcTcr  may  be  significant 
to  us,  by  way  of  criticism  of  our  errors,  or  of  improvement  made 
manifest  by  experiment  and  demonstration?  We  may  laugh  at  our 
leisure,  with  our  heels  complacently  elevated  on  our  ofl&ce  tables,  at 
the  "  little  pill  doctors,"  and  fhcetiously  quote  until  we  grow  gray 
witty  illustrations  of  the  "lunacies,"  and  "infinitesimal  nonsense"  of 
Hahnemann's  doctrines,  yet  we  can  not  by  any  possibility  defend  our 
own  practice  as  it  was,  even  as  it  is,  to  a  great  extent,  to-day,  from  the 
"huge  criticism,"  the  unsparing  commentary  which  the  result  of  this 
system  of  " Expectancy  in  all  cases"  has  passed  upon  it;  an  indubita- 
ble benefaction  to  the  human  race.  The  true  physician— the  man 
whose  mission  it  is  to  alleviate  and  to  heal  the  woes  and  wounds  in- 
flicted upon  his  fellow-mortals,  ftrom  whatever  circumstance  of  life, 
should  be  so  broad  and  high  in  love  and  wisdom,  in  charity  and  truth, 
as  to  embrace  and  comprehend  not  only  his  own  more  cherished  "sys- 
tem," but,  also,  all  that  is  valuable  in  all  other  "systems  of  cure." 
This  does  not  imply  "fellowship  with  a  vast  herd  of  doctors,  specially 
trained  in  prejudice,  error  and  credulity;"  for  we  agree  with  Dr.  Ker- 
sey in  the  assertion  with  which  he  closes  his  paper,  that  it  were  "far 
better  to  pursue  an  upward  bearing,  compelling  incompetent  and  un- 
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worthy  grtduates  and  natural  charlatans,  foisted  into  nominal  fellow- 
ship by  mercenary  teachers,  to  fall  out  of  the  ranks,  where  a  high 
grade  of  positive  merit  should  alone  secure  a  permanent  place."  But 
it  does  imply  that  in  our  investigation  of,  and  reference  to,  the  "sys- 
tems" of  medicine,  professed  by,  no  matter  whom,  if  so  dignified  by 
success  as  to  compel  recognition  as  a  "system,"  we  should  not  reverse 
our  glasses  so  aa  to  see  things  remotely  and  in  diminutive  proportions; 
but  we  should  look  at  them  brought  closely,  and  so  magnified,  if  need 
be,  as  to  expose  their  most  intimate  structure  to  our  observation  and 
comprehension. 

GENERAL  ANASARCA. 

The  next  paper  in  this  collection  bears  the  above  title,  and  was 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Society  by  Dr.  John  Moffitt  of 
Bushyille.     It  is  the  history  of  "a  case,  with  remarks." 

No  better  illustration  of  the  propriety  of  understanding  and  ap- 
propriating whatever  is  valuable  in  other  "systems"  of  medicine,  es- 
pecially the  Hahnemannio,  could  be  found  than  is  presented  in  tkis 
"  case  "  of  Dr.  Mofitt's.  Uncertain  of  the  pathological  condition  mani- 
fested by  very  slight  symptoms  in  the  beginning  of  the  "case;"  doubt- 
fid  respecting  the  treatment  to  be  adopted,  as  the  Doctor  evidently 
was,  we  can  not  but  think  and  believe,  from  experience  and  observa* 
tion,  that  it  would  have  been  infinitely  better  for  both  doctor  and  pa- 
tient, to  have  aooepted  the  suggestion  of  safety  in  pure  "expectancy," 
and  have  left  this  case  to  the  "rational"  efforts  of  nature,  rather  than 
to  have  sul^ected  it  to  the  "irrational"  and  "unscientific,"  because 
doubtful  and  purely  experimental  treatment,  which  was  adopted  and 
persisted  in  to  the  "closing  scene."  In  this  light,  and  this  only,  we 
regard  this  as  an  important  paper. 

We  are  here  presented  with  "  a  case "  of  a  young  man,  a  farmer, 
who  had  "never  had  much  sickness,"  well  developed  and  muscular. 
Nothing  wrong  in  general  health  could  be  detected.  There  had  been 
for  several  days  some  tumefication  of  the  integuments  of  the  neck. 
Appetite  good,  bowels  regular,  nervous  system  unimpaired,  &c.,  &c., 
&c.  He  was  put  upon  a  course  of  "alteratives,"  to-wit:  Calomel  and 
Dover's  powder;  three  doses  each  day.  Five  days  of  this  treatment 
did  not  impair  the  general  functions  of  the  body  to  a  noticeable  de- 
gree, but  there  was  no  improvement  of  the  local  condition,  and  so  the 
medicine  was  renewed,-  and  the  size  of  the  dose  so  increased  as  to  ex- 
hibit the  violence  of  the  drug  upon  the  bowels.    For  a  time,  not  sta- 
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ted  how  long,  there  was  apparent  improvement  in  the  local  condition  ] 
but  at  the  end  of  a  week  all  of  the  phenomena  became  suddenly  ag- 
gravated— the  efiVision  oyer  the  surface  becoming  general.  The  Doc- 
tor endeavored  faithfully  to  "  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  real  seat  and 
nature  of  the  complaint,  a$  a  foundation,  for  a  rational  plan  of  treat- 
ment] but  was  ever  disappointed.  None  of  the  recognized  causes  of 
effusion  were  to  be  found  '*in  the  present  or  past  history  of  the  pa- 
tient.** '*  There/ore^'^  the  Doctor  gave  more  calomel j  adding  quinine. 
Five  days  more  of  this  treatment,  and  "the  circulation  became  in- 
volved," which,  up  to  this  time,  had  been  normal. 

Br.  Sexton  was  now  called  in.  The  symptoms  were  now,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  general  effusion,  "fever— pulse  one  hundred,  full  and  not 
resisting;  tongue  red,  inclining  to  dryness]  secretions  of  mouth  adhe- 
sive; thirst  and  general  suffering;  urine  scanty  and  high  colored; 
bowels  rather  torpid,  and  the  skin  harsh  and  dry."  Three  iceeJcs  of 
calomel  not  having  accomplished  satisfactory  results,  it  was  determined 
to  continue  the  drug,  with  sufficient  antimony  tart,  to  effect  moderate 
but  constant  nausea  T^  The  antimony  did  not  nauseate,  but  produced 
catharsis,  which  seemed  to  drain  the  body  for  a  time,  and  febrile  symp- 
toms subsiding,  the  doctors  were  flattered  with  hope.  A  week  longer, 
however,  found  the  patient  not  only  not  cured,  but  growing  worse ; 
and  it  was  determined  "  to  give  cream  of  tartar  a  fair  trial ; "  but  the 
Doctor  dared  not  risk  it  without  continuing  his  favorite  calomel.  Dr. 
Sexton  came  again  and  "cordially  approved"  of  the  plan — with  the 
addition  of  friction  applied  to  the  lower  extremities,  with  salt,  vinegar 
and  mustard  I  From  one  to  two  ounces  of  the  cream  of  tartar  were 
given  daily,  and  also  drink  of  cider  holding  in  solution  horse-radish, 
juniper  berries,  &c.,  was  allowed.  Morphine  was  administered  at 
night  to  allay  the  pain  produced  by  the  other  drugs  taken  during  the 
day !  Ten  days  of  this  treatment  (added  to  all  that  had  gone  before), 
and  the  patient  chilUdl  and  the  Doctor  found  him  hot  with  fever,  with 
pain  in  the  right  thigh,  the  surface  tender  and  swollen,  with  a  blush 
simulating  erysipelas.  This  rapidly  extended  downward  to  the  ankle, 
upward  to  the  umbilicus,  including  genitals,  and  right  abdominal  re- 
gions. The  doctor  now  concluded  that  an  abscess  would  form  in  the 
thigh,  "find  that  its  completion  would  be  salutary." 

Dr.  Helm  saw  the  case,  and  expressed  an  opinion  "that  the  pres- 
sent  imperfectly  formed  erysipelatous  action  would,  in  all  probability, 
result  in  a  collection  of  semi-qjrganized  pus,  and  such  an  occurrence 
would  be  highly  beneficial,  working  a  crisis  in  the  case;  that  it  was 
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one  of  nature's  efforts  to  form  a  crisis,  to  get  rid  of  the  large  amoixnt 
of  morbid  material  effused  into  the  cellular  tissue."  The  Doctor 
agreed  in  the  opinion,  ^^ and  were  anxioui  thcU  nature  would  accompluk 
xty  But  nature,  alas,  like  Mrs.  Dombey,  was  too  far  spent  to  make ''  the 
effort,' '  and  the  Doctors  were  left  in  their  dilemma,  with  no  alterna- 
tiye  but  mote  calomel,  with  the  addition  of  squills.  The  inflamma- 
tory phenomena  began  to  recede  and  disappeared ;  but  there  foUowedr 
or  "  arose  a  very  curious  state  of  the  skin,  corresponding  to  the  seal 
of  inflammation.*'  We  omit  the  Doctor's  description,  but  can  not 
omit  his  conclusion,  that  it  was  a  varicose  state  of  the  capillaries  of 
the  integuments."  ^^The  kidneys  now  failed  to  do  their  duty."  ''It 
became  evident  that  effusion  was  taking  place  in  the  abdomen."  "  The 
function  of  digestion  exhibited  signs  of  interruption."  "  Flatulency, 
griping,  pains,"  &c.,  &o.,  &c.  "  Having  satisfactorily  persisted  in  the 
last  course  of  treatment,  and  thoroughly  convinced  it  was  effecting  no 
good," — the  Doctor  wisely  concluded  that'"  Some  other  agencies  must 
be  sought  for  and  applied."  "  Calomel  and  squills  were  suggested^  and 
the  'patient  put  upon  their  vse." 

At  this  juncture  Dr.  Arnold  was  called  in,  "  and  after  careful  coB' 
sideration  of  the  history  of  the  young  man,  suggested  the  use  of  the 
inf.  digitalis."  The  patient  then  took,  for  two  weeks,  without  inter- 
mission, calomel,  squills  and  digitalis.  Then,  unfortunately,  a  malig- 
nant attack  of  "diphUieria"  complicated  the  case.  The  treatment 
was  now  changed  to  meet  the  new  invader,  consisting  of  "muriated 
tincture  of  iron  and  quinine,  with  free  exhibition  of  chlorate  of  pot- 
ash," constitutionally — nitrate  of  silver,  per-sulphate  of  iron,  vine- 
gar, salt,  soot,  &c.,  as  locals — together  with  animal  broths,  wine  and 
brandy. 

THE  Y0T7N0  MAN  DIED  I 

The  "remarks"  accompayning  this  "case"  contain  nothing  novel 
or  suggestive.  We  forbear  comment  on  the  "case,"  beyond  the  sug- 
gestion, that  where  "the  seat  of  the  disease  is  not  clear" — in  other 
words,  where  the  doctor  does  not  know  anything  about  the  morbid 
phenomena  transpiring  beyond  their  mere  external  and  unexpected 
appearances,  it  would  be  prudence,  if  not  wisdom,  to  adopt  sncb  a 
course  of  medication,  if  medicine  rntut  he  administered^  as  would  not 
of  itself  prove  fatal  if  continued,  ordinarily  in  a  shorter  period  than 
this  young  man  survived. 

The  medical  ratiocination  in  this  case  seems  to  have  been:  "As  the 
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morbid  condition  is  not  understood,  an  alterative  is  indicated — ^good 
may  result  from  any  change — calomel  is  an  "alterative,"  hence  calo- 
mel." 

Symptoms  of  chemical  violence  are  mistaken  for  aggravations  of 
an  obscure  disease,  and  the  drugs  are  multiplied  and  increased.  The 
patient  dies;  and  the  doctor  stands  with  arms  folded,  oblivious  alike 
to  the  cause  and  the  consequence.  We  do  not  say  that  this  young  man 
would  have  recovered,  if  he  had  been  left  to  nature  while  nature  was  yet 
competent  to  make  an  effort.  But  we  do  say,  with  a  burning  blush 
upon  ou^r  cheeks,  that  the  same  course  of  medication  administered  to 
a  young  man,  beginning  with  a  physilogical  condition,  would,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  result  in  death. 

BIOESTIYB  ASSIMILATION  OF  MEDICINSS. 

This  is  a  paper  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Elstun  of  Indianapolis,  one  of  our 
younger  but  more  promising  of  the  profession.  This  paper  indicates 
both  reading  and  reflection,  and  a  disposition  to  penetrate  the  arcana 
of  medical  science — humbly,  yet  earnestly,  carefully  measuring  every 
step,  and  making  sure  of  the  ground  on  which  he  treads.  We  give 
the  Doctor's  propositions.     He  says: 

(*<  Remembering  that  a  perfect  organ  consists  of  itself  as  a  whole,  its  nerves, 
its  blood  vessels,  and  its  glandular  or  other  stmctiira;  either  or  all  of  which  be* 
ing  affected,  may  change  the  functions  of  the  organ.) 

'*  I.  Medical  substances  are  assimilated  by  the  ultimate  tissues  of  the  various 
organs  in  the  same  manner  as  the  nutriment  is  assimilated  from  food.  The  organs 
are  affected  by  aliments;  they  are  toned  up,  strengthened,  stimulated;  or  the  ac- 
tivity of  organs  may  be  depressed  by  the  effects  of  ordinary  kinds  of  food.  So 
with  medicines,  but  in  a  more  active  and  greater  degree. 

*'  II.  Medicinal  substances  are  assimilated  by  the  same  selective  or  physiolog- 
ical affinity,  through  which  each  organ  selects  from  the  blood  the  particular  food 
material  required  for  its  own  support,  nourishment  or  vitality. 

"  III.  Medicinal  substances  may  be  either  selected  by  an  organ  through  direct 
affinity  (for  the  substances),  or  the  substance  may  be  combined  so  intimately  with 
the  nutriment,  or  aliment,  appropriated  by  an  organ,  as  to  be  taken  with  the  food 
material  independently  of  any  affinity  for  the  medicinal  substance.'' 

Well  does  Pr.  Moffiett  say  in  the  discussion  which  followed  the 
reading  of  this  paper:  ^^If  the  position  of  the  paper  be  true,  we  com- 
mit a  great  many  errors  in  the  application  of  remedies.'' 

Now,  therein  consists  the  great  value  of  such  inquiries.  If  sin- 
cerely made  and  considered,  they  open  our  eyes  to  this  important  fact, 
more  important  than  any  other  fact  relating  to  medicine,  and  that  is : 
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that  "  we  commit  a  great  many  errors  in  the  application  of  remedtei" 
in  our  blind  empyricism.  Bemember  Dr.  Moffett's  "  case  of  Anasarca," 
just  before  us — remember  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  in  whicb  ve 
have  prescribed  "drugs,"  and  test  the  ''application  of  the  remedy"  by 
what  we  know  and  are  certain  of,  respecting  the  action  of  the  remedy, 
its  specific  force,  and  the  condition  of  the  organs  to  be  influenced,  and 
who  of  us  is  not  ready  to  confess  that  his  blows  have  been  dealt  in 
doubt  and  in  darkness  more  frequently  than  otherwise? 

We  do  not  propose  to  discuss  these  propositions  of  Dr.  Elstun's  in 
this  connection ;  but  we  hope  that  every  practitioner  into  whose  hands 
these  "Transactions"  may  fall,  will  read  the  articles  and  so  dis' 
cuss  them  in  his  own  mind  as  to  awaken  inquiry  respecting  the  power, 
adaptability  and  use  of  drugs;  and  conduce  toward  an  improved  prac- 
tice. There  is  room  for  it  in  Indiana.  We  are  far  in  advance  of  Eb- 
erlie  to-day.  We  are  moving  in  the  direction  of  Truth.  But  ovi 
progress  is  retarded  by  indolence  and  timidity,  if  not  by  stupidity  or 
stubbornness. 

CASE  OF  DISLOCATION  OF  FEMUR,  REDUCED  BY  MANIPULATION. 

Dr.  Sexton  of  Rushville,  presented  a  case  of  dislocation  of  femur, 
upwards  and  backwards,  reduced  by  manipulation,  describing  method 
and  movements.  This  paper  gkve  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  and 
"  Jarvis  Adjuster"  came  in  for  some  criticism — the  balance  of  opinion 
being  in  favor  of  "manipulation"  in  all  cases  of  dislocation. 

Dr.  Harvey  of  Plainfield,  introduced  the  subject  of 

PUERPERAL    CONVULSIONS, 

Stimulating  an  aninuuted  discusion,  eliciting  various  opinions  respect- 
ing cause  and  treatment,  leaving  the  general  impression,  however,  that 
but  little  is  known  definitely  and  clearly  respecting  the  disease;  and 
no  rule  of  treatment  can  be  safely  adopted,  applicable  alike  to  many 
cases.  One  regards  the  -condition  of  pregnancy  as  essentially  anemic, 
another  as  essentially  j>let?ioric;  and  they  account  for  the  convulsions 
upon  opposite  theories.  One  thinks  the  convulsions  result  from  poi- 
son incident  to  perverted  eliminatMn  during  pregnancy;  another 
attributes  them  to  eccentric  irritatMU,  Ac,  &e.  Dr.  W.  F.  Harvey 
condemns  the  use  of  chlorofom,  just  now  the  popular  remedy  in  these 
cases. 

The  reports  of  officers  4iiid  bosiDess  committees  seem  to  be  satis- 
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factory.     There  were,  however,  no  reports  from  committees  on  soien- 
tifie  subjects  whatever. 

The  following  standing  committees  were  announced  for  the  ensu- 
ing year: 

On  Prize  E9$ay9 — Drs.  Bobbs,  Garran,  of  Huntington,  and  T.  B.  Harvey. 

On  Eihiet — ^Drs.  Gurran,  of  Jeffersonyille,  Morgan,  Moifett,  Booker  and  Weiat. 

On  ArrcmgtmenU—DT^  J.  J.  Wright,  Todd,  Chas.  B.  Wright,  Ayery  and  Gas- 
ton, all  of  Indianapolis. 

On  Finonte — Drs.  Atbon,  Oliver,  Harding,  Hobbs,  and  Pagh. 

On  PubUcation — Drs.  Waterman,  W.  P.  Harvey,  Woodbam,  and  the  Secretary 
and  Treasury  of  the  Society. 

BEP0BT8  AT  THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting : 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bobbs,  of  Indianapolis,  on  Diseases  of  the  Prostate  Gland. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Woodburn,  pf  Indianapolis,  on  the  Symptoms  and  Treatment  of  In- 
cipient Insanity. 

Dr.  D.  Morgan,  of  Evansville,  on  Besections. 

Dr.  G.  V.  Woolen,  of  Indianapolis,  on  Syphilis. 

Dr.  R.  Gurran,  of  Jeffersonville,  on  any  subject  he  may  select. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Wishard,  of  Southport,  on  the  Best  Treatment  of  Scarlatina. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Gomingor,  of  Indianapolis,  on  the  Pathognomonic  Signs  of  Neph- 
rltU. 

Dr.  R.  A.  Gurran,  of  Huntington,  on  any  subject  he  may  choose. 

Dr.  T.  Parvin  of  Indianapolis,  on  Medical  Education. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Athon,  of  Indianapolis,  on  Ovarian  Diseases. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Mears,  of  Indianapolis,  on  the  Most  Effective  Remedies  for  Arrest- 
ing Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

Dr.  W.  Lomaz,  of  Marion,  on  the  Auscultatory  Signs  of  Valvular  and  Yen* 
tricular  Diseases  of  the  Heart. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Martin,  of  Glinton  county,  to  take  his  choice  of  subject. 

Dr.  H.  V.  Passage,  of  Peru,  on  the  Influence  of  Malaria  in  the  Production  of 
Diseases. 

Dr.  P.  W.  Payne,  of  Franklin,  on  Intestinal  Digestion. 

Dr.  W.  T.  S.  Oornet,  of  Madison,  on  the  Recent  Improvements  in  Medicine. 

Dr.  M.  Sexton,  of  RushviUe,  on  Tetanus. 

Dr.  F.  J.  Yanvorhis,  of  Stockwell,  on  Mental  Influence  in  Disease. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

For  President — Geo.  Suttow,  of  Aurora. 

For  Viee-Preeident—W.  P.  Aybbs,  of  Fort  Wayne. 

For  Secretary — ^G.  Y.  Woolbh,  of  Indianapolis. 
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/br  A9$i$iant  Seeretary — ^W.  J.  Burruir,  of  Indmnapolis. 
Far  Treasurer — W.  B.  Lyons,  of  Huntington. 
For  Librarian — ^H.  F.  Baenbs,  of  Indianapolis. 

Resolutions  of  interest  to  the  profession  were  adopted,  as  follows: 

^^Retolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  instmcted  to  issne  certificates  as  delegates  to 
all  members  in  good  standing  who  desire  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association. 

^^JReiolvedf  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Societj,  the  practice  of  adrertisiDg 
proprietary  medicines  is  fit  only  for  wholly  mercenary  publications;  that  it  is  es- 
sentially ont  of  place  and  degrading  for  all  periodicals  designed  to  promote  the 
public  good,  and  above  all  for  enlightened  medical  journals. 

"Reeohed,  That  auzilliary  societies  may  refer  any  papers  they  deem  worthy 
of  publication,  to  this  Society  for  its  consideration,  and  publication  in  the  Trans- 
actions, if  approred. 

"ResoUfedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  petitioning  the  State  Legisla- 
ture to  provide  by  law  for  the  appointment,  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  of  a 
"Board  of  State  Gharities,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  investigate  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  public  charitable  and  correctional  institutions  of  the  State,  and  recommend 
sacb  changes  and  additional  provisions  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  in  order  to 
secure  to  the  inmates  of  these  institutions  more  efficient,  humane  and  hygienic  in- 
fluence, than  in  many  cases  now  obtain. 

^*JieeoUfedf  That  this  Society  will  give  its  influence  and  support  to  the  Indiana 
Medical  College,  and  requests  the  physicians  of  the  State  to  co-operate  in  the  enter- 
prise to  the  extent  of  their  ability. 

<'  Retolvedj  That  the  report  of  Dr.  Bobbs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Necessity  and  Utility  of  a  State  Hospital,  be  adopted  as  the  memorial  of  the  Indi- 
ana State  Medical  Society,  and  as  such  be  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
Indiana  at  their  next  meeting,  by  this  Committee ;  and  that  every  member  of  the 
profession  be  earnestly  solicited  to  labor  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Hospital 
at  Indianapolis,  separately  or  in  connection  with  the  present  City  Hospital." 


A  TREATISE  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 


BY  J.  SOELBERQ  WKLL8, 

ProftMor  of  Ophthalmology  in  Kinc*i  Oollan,  London,  Ac,  *o.    Fint  ▲merioan  Idltion,  Phite- 
delpbla.    Henry  G.  Lea.    18S7, 


Following  close  upon  the  firat  English  edition,  we  have  an  Ameri- 
can reprint  of  "Soelberg  Wells  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,"  edited  by 
Dr.  J.  Minis  Hays,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  long-time  complaint  that  an  American,  unacquainted  with  6er- 
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man  ana  French  medical  literature,  could  not  satiafactorilj  familiarize 
himself  with  the  advances  in  Ophthalmology,  made  during  the  past 
fifteen  or  twenty  years,  was  well-founded,  so  long  as  we  had  only  such 
works  as  Lawrence,  Mackenzie,  Dixon,  Jones,  &c.  The  Hackley-Roo- 
sn  translation  of  Stellwag  has  recently  made  us  familiar  with  the  doc- 
trines and  practice  of  the  eminent  oculist  of  Vienna;  and  now  Wells 
giyes  us  the  result  of  his  training  and  senrice  in  the  specialty.  Fa- 
miliar, of  course,  with  the  literature  of  his  suhject,  and  having  an  ex- 
tensive hospital  and  private  practice,  his  connection  with  King's  Col- 
lege and  the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  adds  to  the  weight 
of  his  opinions  upon  questions  of  pathology  and  treatment. 

The  ^'Treatise"  is  clearly  and  concisely  written,  and  deserves  the 
carefnl  consideration  of  students  and  general  practitioners.  In  one 
respect  at  least,  it  is  preferable  to  "Stellwag" — its  type  is  uniform, 
and  there  are  not  to  be  found  in  it  those  many  pages  of  fine  print  that 
in  "Stellwag"  make  us  wish  the  translators  had  either  given  us  three 
volumes,  or  judiciously  edited  and  condensed. 


MEMORANDA  OF  UNIVERSITY  CLINIC' AT  CHARITY  HOS- 
PITAL, NEW  ORLEANS,  SESSION  1868-9. 


We  are  indebted  to  Professor  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.,  for  "Memor- 
anda of  University  Clinic  at  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  Session 
1868-9,  by  Professors  Joseph  Jones,  Frank  Hawthorn,  T.  G.  Rich- 
ardson, S.  M.  Bemiss,  and  Warren  Stone ;  reprinted  from  the  New  Or- 
leans Medical  Journal^  October,  1869."  In  a  future  No.,  we  hope  to 
have  a  review  of  this  exceedingly  interesting  collection — at  present, 
we  will  give  two  extracts  from  Dr.  Richardson's  contribution  to  it. 
The  remarks  on  Spermatorrhoea  are  worth  more  than  half  the  volumes 
that  have  been  written  on  the  subject: 

"  SpBBif AToaaBCBA. — As  usual,  qaite  a  large  nnmber  of  cases  of  this  misery- 
making  complaint  have  applied  for  relief,  but  not  one  in  the  presence  of  the  class- 
The  shame  which  such  patients  almost  universally  exhibit  is  of  no  little  value  in 
a  pathognomonic  point  of  view. 

"  There  is  scarcely  a  doubt — in  my  own  mind  at  least — that  the  complaint  has 
its  seat  in  the  moral  nature,  and  is  seldom  productive  of  local  organic  changes,  ex- 
cept these  which  arise  from  excessive  secretion,  such  as  atrophy  of  the  testicle. 
The  treatment  should  therefore  be  directed  not  to  a  fancied  irritation  in  the  pro- 
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Static  urethra,  but  to  the  correction  of  the  morbid  mntimeats  and  knaginatidii  ef 
the  individual. 

''  An  occasional  emission  occurring  in  an  otherwise  healthy  individual  under 
the  influence  of  a  lacivious  dream — to  which  even  the  most  virtuous  are  more  or 
less  liable— 18  strictly  physiological,  and  any  attempt  to  prevent  it  is  as  onwise  as 
to  endeavor  to  prevent  the  return  of  menstruation  in  females.  Marriage  is  the 
only  legitimate  treatment,  and  is  usually  effective  in  both  instances. 

'^  So  also  the  emission  produced  by  the  filthy  vice  of  masturbatioo,  b  in  itself 
physiological — that  is  to  say,  it  is  the  natural  response  U>  the  genital  excitement, 
although  the  latter  has  been  produced  in  an  unnatural  way.  But  a  secretioo, 
which  is  purely  physiological,  may  become  morbidly  abundant  by  ireqnent  repiii- 
tion  of  the  exciting  cause,  and  the  over-taxed  organs  by  which  it  is  furnished  maj 
fall  into  a  state  of  atrophy,  which  may  be  considered  pathological. 

"  But  the  precise  line  between  what  is  physiological  and  what  is  pathological, 
is  here,  as  in  many  other  instances,  difficult  to  deine.  An  involuntary  emissioa 
occurring  once  in  ten  days  or  two  weeks  might  be  strictly  physiological  in  a  Strong, 
vigorous,  highly  aniraalized  individual,  but  in  one  of  an  opposite  temperament  it 
would  deserve  to  be  considered  as  the  result  of  a  morbid  state  of  the  nervous  syi- 
tern. 

"  Extreme  cases,  in  which  the  seminal  fluid  escapes  without  any  erection  of 
the  penis,  whenever  the  patient  goes  to  stool,  and  without  any  special  sensation, 
pleasurable  or  otherwise,  are  frequently  described  in  books,  but  seldom  occur  io 
practice.  It  is  true  that  patients  often  make  such  statements  themselves,  and  hon- 
estly believe  them,  but  upon  a  strict  surveillance,  such  as  requiring  the  patient  to 
go  to  stool  in  an  adjacent  room,  and  providing  him  with  a  snitable  vessel  to  catch 
the  seminal  discharge,  it  will  be  Ibund  that  snch  instances  are  rare. 

*^  Treatment — The  seat  of  the  difficulty  in  so-called  spermatorrhoea  being  the 
brain,  efforts  at  amelioration  must  be  directed  to  the  latter  organ.  One  of  the  first 
things  to  be  done  is  to  persuade  or  assure  the  patient  that  his  case  is  entirely  cura- 
ble ;  that  he  is  not  impotent  as  he  imagines;  and  that  involuntary  emissions  are  not 
evidence  of  a  loss  of  vitality,  but,  in  many  instances,  result  fk-om  a  superabundaDoe 
of  animal  life. 

"  2d.  The  next,  and  a  very  long  step  towards  relief,  is  a  strict  watch  and  con- 
trol over  the  "  thoughts  and  imaginations  of  the  heart."  This  is  not  to  be  gained 
at  once,  but  only  after  persistent  efforts,  and  may  be  much  aided  by  suitable  mental 
occupation,  avoidance  of  stimulants  and  other  means  of  dissipation,  regular  habits, 
the  society  of  ladies,  etc.,  etc. 

''3d.  The  administration  of  such  remedies  as  are  known  to  exert  a  calmative 
influence  upon  the  venereal  desires.  Of  these  only  two  have  proved  of  any  arail 
in  my  hands,  namely — ^the  bromide  of  ammonium  and  the  bromide  of  potassinm. 
Either  of  these  may  be  employed  in  doses  of  a  drachm,  dissolved  in  half  an  oonce 
of  camphor  water,  on  going  to  bed. 

"  4th.  Applications  to  the  prostatic  portion  of  the  urethra  are  sometiioes  of 
very  great  service,  but  I  am  almost  quite  convinced  that  their  effect  is  wholly 
moral.  The  simple  introduction  of  a  large  sized  bougie  or  catheter,  a  Xo.  ten  or 
twelve,  will  be  oflen  followed  by  marked  improvement,  especially  if  the  surgeon 
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19  sacceaaful  in  impressiDg  its  great  remedkH  value  upon  tfat*  mind  of  the  patient. 
If  this  operation  baa  b6*'s  already  performed  without  anj  good  effect,  the  pcrbe 
eausUgue  or.  what  is  still  hetter,  the  catheter  syringe,  containing  a  weak  solutioD 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  maj  be  resorted  to,  the  precaution  being  taken  to  obtain  the* 
confidence  of  th«  patient  in  the  result.  Bither  of  these  means  may  be  repeated  in 
course  of  a  few  days  if  the  patient's  faith  has  not  been  too  much  shaken. 

"  5tb.  Bot  after  all.  the  grand  remedy  ftr  tliip  distressing  complaint  is  matri- 
iDon  j;  and  m  an  experience  of  more  tban  twentj^  7^"*  I  have  yet  to  see  a  case 
that  ha»  nc«  been  entirely  cured  when  the  remedy  was  applied.  The  great  diffi- 
dritj  is  tiypefsuade  the  unfortunate  snfferer  of  his  ability  to  perform  marital  du- 
ties. He  is  like  a  youth  upon  a  brink  of  a  stream  in  which  his  fellows  are  swim- 
ming and  disporting  themselves,  and  calling  to  him  to  leap  in  and  show  himself  a 
raao.  He  hears  the  challege,  he  feels  the  reproach,  and  he  sees  the  ease  with  which 
thie  necessary  movements  are  performed;  but,  distrustfal  of  himself,  he  shrinks 
baek  and  hesitates  to  make  the  ventare.  As  in  this  case,  so  in  tha  other,  has  H 
of^B  seemed  to  me  that  if  soma*  one  could  but  come  unarwaree  behind  the  treoab- 
liDg  doabter  and  push  him  in,  he  might  flounder  for  awhile  and  make  many  iaef- 
fectual  attempts,  bmt  with  proper  encouragement  he  would  ere  long,  and  suddenly 
as  though^y  magie,  obtain  the  requisite  self-control,  and  all  difficulty  at  oncedia* 
appear." 

'^Yesical  or  Tbinabt  Stavmkbiko  IV  A  Fbmalk,  with  Rbtbxtion  of  TJbinb; 
CiniBD  BT  OpBBATioir. — In  an  article  entitled  "  Stammering  in  other  Organs  besides 
the  Tongue,"  Mr.  Paget,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  SritUh  MecUeal  Jounud,*  calls 
attention  to  a  not  unfrequent  difficulty,  whose  essential  nature  consists  in  a  want 
of  harmony  between  the  ejaculatory  or  extrnsor  muscle  of  the  bladder  and  the 
sphincter  muscle  of  the  same.  He  describes  it  as  occurring  only  in  the  maTe,  and 
as  manifesting  itself  ordmariTy  in  an  inability  to  empty  the  bladder,  except  under 
very  peculmr  circumstances,  often  of  a  moral  character,  in  which  alone  the  patient 
has  found  by  ezperiesce  that  the  sphincter  of  the  organ  will  yield  to  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  muscular  coat.  This  condition  has  been  long  familiar  to  surgeons,  but 
no  one  has  heretofore  conferred  upon  it  a  definite  name,  hence  its  non-appearance 
in  systematic  treatises.  But  now  that  it  is  publicly  and  sattsfhctorily  christened, 
it  will  doubtless  attract  more  atienrtion.  Indeed,  I  have  been  only  awaiting  such 
an  introduction  to  present  the  following  account  of  a  case,  which  it  will  be  seen, 
does  not  belong  to  the  Clinical  Memoranda  of  the  past  season,  and  has  been  here- 
tofore kept  out  of  print  simply  for  want  of  a  same. 

*'  At  one  time  I  called  the  affection  Urethrismus,  in  conseqn«>nce  of  some  points 
of  likeness  which  it  presented  to  that  condition  of  the  vagina  denominated  by  Dr» 
Marion  Sims,  Vaginismus,  but  this  did  not  satisfy  me  wholly.  Again,  I  called  it 
paresis  of  the  bladder,  but  as  the  defective  power  in  the  muscular  coat  was  not 
positive  but  only  relative,  this  name  was  rejected.  I  submitted  the  question  once 
to  my  distinguished  friend  and  former  preceptor,  Prof  S.  D.  Gross,  M,  D.,  but  he 
denied  the  individuality  of  the  affection,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  case 
was  one  of  hysterical  retention.  I  also  submitted  it  to  the  New  Orleans  Medical 
Association,  but  did  not  obtain  the  assistance  that  I  required.    Whether  I  have 

*Tbe  article  ntbmd  to  te  copied  into  the  Hew  Orleam  Xtdiml  Jomnal  for  January » 1889. 
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done  right  ia  daiming  for  it  a  placo  under  Mr.  Paget's  denomination,  I  most  leave 
others  to  judge.  The  prineipai  object  I  have  in  view  in  bringing  it  forward  is  to 
illustrate  the  difficulties  which  are  not  unfrequentlj  encountered  in  making  a  cor- 
rect diagnosis. 

**  Ifittory-^The  patient  was  an  unmarried  lady,  aged  eighteen,  sent  to  me  from 
an  adjoining  State  by  her  fiimilj  physician,  with  the  following  history : 

<«  'I  saw  Miss  Q.  for  the  first  time  in  October,  1861.  She  was  then  laboring 
under  fever,  pain  in  the  region  of  the  left  kidney  extending  down  the  correspond- 
ing thigh,  great  irritability  of  the  bladder,  and  sympathetic  disturbance  of  the  di- 
gestive organs.  I  was  told  that  two  months  previously  she  bad  received  an  injury 
of  the  back  by  the  upsetting  of  a  carriage,  and  had  the  symptoms  just  enumerated, 
but  was  soon  relieved  of  all  except  the  vesical  irritability.  The  case  was  regarded 
as  one  of  inflammation  of  the  left  kidney,  with  sympathetic  disturbance  of  the 
bladder.  The  urine  was  very  variable  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  but  was  gener- 
ally loaded  with  mucus,  very  offensive  and  acid.  With  the  decline  of  the  fever 
there  was  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  bladder,  which  continued  iritsr 
ble  without  the  power  of  emptying  itself,  the  constant  use  of  the  catheter  being 
required.  This  state  of  things  continued  until  the  following  April,  about  five 
months,  when,  under  the  use  of  tonics,  antispasmodics,  cold  bath,  etc.,  her  general 
health  improved,  and  she  was  able  to  urinate  without  the  use  of  the  catheter. 

'^  ^From  this  time  until  November,  1865,  a  period  of  more  than  three  years, 
fihe  enjoyed  tolerable  good  health,  complaining,  however,  more  or  less,  at  different 
times,  of  pain  in  the  left  side  and  thigh,  and  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  blad- 
der, and  difficulty  in  urinating.  About  the  time  last  mentioned  she  again  lost  the 
power  to  micturate,  and  as  I  failed  to  afford  her  any  relief  after  a  few  weeks  trial, 
I  sent  her  to  New  Orleans. 

"'During  all  my  acquaintance  with  the  patient,  her  menstruation  has  been 
regular  and  healthy.  She  has  frequently  suffered  from  intermittent  fercr,  rheu- 
matic pains,  and  croupy  colds ;  and  in  view  of  her  strong  family  tendency  to  rheu- 
matism, I  have  been  inclined  to  believe  that  her  urinary  troubles  arose  from  this 
source.  The  urethra  has  all  along  been  tender,  and  the  introduction  of  the  cathe- 
ter was  frequently  attended  with  great  suffering.'  " 

"Miss  G.  came  under  my  care  in  December,  1865.  Her  general  health  wss 
much  impaired  by  protracted  suffering  and  frequent  attacks  of  intermittent  ferer,* 
and  in  consequence  of  weakness  and  pain  in  her  left  hip  and  thigh,  she  was  una- 
ble to  walk.  She  wag  of  a  sanguineo-nervous  temperament,  but  had  become  acv 
customed  to  confinement,  and  manifested  no  great  desire  to  leave  her  couch.  The 
urethra  was  sensitive,  and  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  attended  with  consider- 
able pain.  The  nrine  generally  presented  a  healthy  appearance,  but  was  some- 
times mixed  with  mucus,  and  when  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  bladder  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  eight  or  ten  ounces,  produced  great  distress.  Judging  from 
the  stream  of  water  as  it  flowed  from  the  catheter,  the  expulsive  power  of  the  blad- 
der seemed  to  be  somewhat  diminished,  but,  as  may  be  well  understood,  this  was 
a  very  difficult  point  to  determine.  As  the  secretion  of  urine  was  not  very  abund- 
ant, the  use  of  the  catheter  three  times  a  day  sufficed  to  keep  her  comfortable;  and 
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it  may  be  well  to  mention  that  she  bad  neyer  employed  tbe  instrnment  henelf  and 
persistently  reftised  to  learn  how  to  introduce  it. 

'*  The  determining  cause  of  the  retention  not  being  apparent,  but  suspecting  it 
to  be  hysterical,  I  directed  my  efforts  immediately  to  the  improvement  of  her  gen- 
eral condition,  and  by  means  of  tonics  and  generous  diet  soon  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  her  strength.  In  the  meantime,  I  gently  cauterized  the  urethra  from  time 
to  time,  and  applied  extract  of  belladonna  to  the  vaginal  surfiice  of  the  canal,  with 
the  effect  of  diminishing  the  sensitiveness  of  the  lining  membrane,  but  without  pro- 
dacing  any  impression  upon  the  real  trouble.  I  now  made  a  thorough  exploration 
of  the  interior  of  the  bladder,  but  discovered  nothing  beyond  an  unnatural  degree 
of  sensitiveness  of  the  anterior  wall.  Suspecting  that  there  might  possibly  be  a 
circumscribed  chronic  inflammation  of  the  organ  iu  this  locality,  I  injected  a  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver,  ten  and  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  directing 
'  the  syringe  toward  the  anterior  wall.  This  was  repeated  several  times,  gave  rise 
to  no  great  suffering,  but  accomplished  no  appreciable  good. 

"  Having  now  thoroughly  satisfied  myself  that  no  organic  disease  existed,  I  re- 
curred to  my  original  impression,  that  the  case  was  one  of  hysteria,  and  treated  it 
accordingly,  but  except  that  now  and  then  during  the  defecation  there  would  be  a 
sudden  flow  and  an  equally  sudden  stoppage  of  tbe  urine,  no  improvement  fol- 
lowed. At  the  end  of  five  weeks  she  returned  home,  her  general  health  almost 
entirely  restored,  but  still  obliged  to  have  the  catheter  introduced  three  times  a  day. 

*' After  the  lapse  of  three  months,  say,  in  April,  1866,  she  came  to  me  again, 
her  general  health  broken  as  before,  and  the  local  affection  wholly  unchanged.  I 
put  her  upon  bark  and  iron,  ordered  a  liberal  diet,  and  she  again  rapidly  improved. 
I  now  watched  her  more  closely  than  ever,  interrogated  her  in  regard  to  every  in- 
fluence, moral  and  physical,  that  could  by  possibility  give  rise  to  the  state  of  things 
that  existed,  but  utterly  fhlled  to  obtain  the  slightest  clue.  I  tried  systematically 
to  make  a  diagnosis  by  exclusion;  summoned  the  several  affections  in  the  long 
catalogue  of  known  causes  of  retention  and  brought  them  one  by  one  to  trial,  but 
with  no  better  success.  I  called  in  the  aid  of  my  distinguished  colleague,  Professor 
Stone,  whose  skill  in  diagnosis  is  not  exceeded  by  that  of  any  one  I  ever  knew, 
but  although  he  fully  appreciated  tbe  existing  condition,  be  could  not  discover  any 
satisfactory  cause. 

'*  As  the  case  now  stood,  the  whole  difficulty  seemed  to  consist  in  a  want  of 
proper  balance  between  the  sph  incter  and  the  muscular  coat  of  the  bladder.  Whether 
there  was  an  excessive  development  of  power  in  the  sphincter,  or  a  diminution  in 
that  of  the  muscular  tunic,  I  could  not  positively  determine,  but  it  was  quite  evi- 
dent that  the  organ  could  empty  itself  quite  thoroughly  if  the  excessive  contrac- 
tion of  the  sphincter  was  overcome.  To  this  end,  therefore,  I  addressed  my  efforts, 
and  began  by  dilating  the  urethra  by  means  of  graduated  bougies.  This  was  con- 
tinued only  a  few  days,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  apparent  suffering  of  the  pa- 
tient and  the  resistance  which  she  made,  I  was  compelled  to  desist.  But  one  other 
resource  presented  itself,  which  was  to  incise  the  urethra  including  the  neck  of  the 
bladder.  This  I  resolved  upon  at  once,  and  the  next  day,  the  patient  being  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform,  I  introduced  a  grooved  director,  and  with  a  probe- 
pointed  bistoury  divided  tbe  whole  thickness  of  the  upper  or  anterior  wall  of  the 
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urethra  from  the  neck  of  the  bladder  to  the  external  meatas.  A  large-sized  cathe- 
ter was  then  introdaced,  and  worn  for  three  or  fonr  days,  when  the  patient  foand, 
to  her  great  joj,  that  she  conld  empty  her  bladder  without  the  instrument,  and 
therefore  laid  it  aside.  At  first  considerable  effort  was  required  and  the  urine 
flowed  off  slowljr,  but  there  was  an  erident  improvement  day  by  day.  Unfortu- 
nately, in  less  than  a  week  from  the  time  of  the  operation,  she  was  seized  with  an 
atrocious  intermittent  fever,  which  resisted  treatment  for  not  less  than  twenty  or 
twenty-five  days,  when,  upon  being  removed  to  her  home,  she  recovered  quite 
rapidly.  During  this  time  she  continued  to  urinate,  although  with  some  effort, 
but  with  the  subsidence  of  the  fever,  the  bladder  recovered  its  tone  and  no  fiulher 
difficulty  was  experienced.  It  has  now  been  nearly  three  years  since  the  perform- 
ance of  the  operation,  and  up  to  last  accounts,  only  a  few  months  since,  there  bad 
been  no  relapse. 

^*JUmark9. — What  was  the  nature  of  this  case  originally  I  am  unable  to  deter- 
mine, but  fh>m  the  history  it  seems  probable  that  it  was  a  peri-nephritis,  which, 
although  not  a  common  affection,  and,  so  lar  as  I  am  aware,  not  mentioned  in  sys- 
tematic works  on  medicine,  is  occasionally  met  with  in  practice-^  case  being  at 
the  present  time  under  my  advice.  However  this  may  be,  there  evidently  existed 
at  a  subsequent  period,  an  irritability  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  with  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  same.  This  continuing  for  some  time  seems  to  have  resulted  in 
an  unnatural  development,  a  slight  hytertrophy,  of  the  sphincter  muscle.  The 
irritability  having  passed  off,  the  neck  of  the  bladder  was  left  in  this  condition, 
while  on  the  other  hand,  the  organ  having  been  for  some  time  daily  emptied  by 
means  of  a  catheter,  had  lost  somewhat  of  its  normal  tonicity.  The  muscular  tunic 
was  therefore  unable  to  overcome  the  increased  power  of  the  sphincter,  except  occa- 
sionally, when  the  latter  was  off  its  guard,  as  during  defecation,  it  would  admit 
the  passage  of  a  stream  of  urine  for  an  instant  or  more.  Such  at  least  was  my 
reasoning  and  conclusion  in  the  matter,  and  the  result  of  the  operation  in  a  meas- 
ure confirms  the  diagnosis." 


HYGIENE,  IN  ITS  RELATIONS  TO  THERAPEUSIS— A  PA- 
PER READ  BEFORE  THE  NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  JOUR- 
NAL ASSOCIATION.       

BT  ALFRED  CARROLL,  M.  D., 

Member  of  the  National  Initltnta  of  Lettan  and  Bclencee,  Oorreaponding  Member  of  the  Gyna- 
cologlcal  Society  of  Boston ,  etc. 


Dr.  Carroll  has  produced  here  a  suggestive  little  work,  which  all 
the  young  members  of  the  profession  may  read  with  adyantage,  for 
although,  as  he  remarks,  the  practising  physician  is  seldom  called  for 
until  the  period  of  prevention  is  past  and  active  disease  is  before  him, 
still  in  the  management  of  disease,  a  knowledge  of  many  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  hygiene  is  essential  to  success.     In  the  limits  of  a  single 
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address,  like  the  one  before  us^  all  that  tbe  author  could  attempt  was 
simply  t<»  indicate  the  points  to  he  kept  in  view  by  the  practitioner, 
without  going  into  details'  in  regard  to  any.  If  he  has  pressed  the 
claims  of  hygiene  with  more  ardor  than  physicians  generally  would 
approve,  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  the  error  into  which  we 
are  prone  to  run  when  one  idea  has  possession  of  the  mind.  The  pre* 
jadice  of  the  tanner  in  favor  of  leather  as  the  best  material  for  forti- 
fying his  town,  is  a  very  natural  one.  Paracelsus  appears  to  Dr.  Gar- 
roll  as  the  "prince  of  quacks,''  because  he  underrated  the  remedial 
excellence  of  the  vib  medicatrix  natures,  and  insisted  on  antagonizing 
disease  with  active  drugs.  Now,  according  to  our  views,  both  drugs 
and  the  curative  powers  of  nature  are  valuable  in  medical  practice. 
Neither  is  to  be  dispensed  with,  nor  either  one  more  than  the  other. 
Paracelsus  insisted  too  much  on  active  medication.  Dr.  Carroll,  per- 
haps, would  rely  too  much  on  hygiene.  Medicines,  unquestionably  may 
be  abused ;  but  is  there  not  some  danger  of  estimating  their  power  too 
low?  By  all  means  let  us  accomplish  all  that  can  be  done  by  the  cura- 
tive energies  that  reside  in  all  living  bodies,  but  let  us,  at  the  same 
time,  avoid  the  error  of  bringing  our  materia  medica  into  discredit. 
While  regarding  "  nature  as  the  great  active  verb,  and  drugs,  as  at 
best,  auxiliaries,  only  aiding,  not  giving  the  full  meaning,"  we  must 
not  forget  that  the  auxiliaries  are  as  essential  as  the  principals,  and 
that  there  are  cases  in  which  the  active  power  is  sometimes  exerted  in 
favor  of  disease  rather  than  of  restoration.  It  is  by  no  means  true 
of  all  disorders,  that  their  tendency  is  to  a  healthy  termination. 

Dr.  Carroll  divides  diseases  into  three  classes:  1.  Those  which  may 
be  treated  by  drugs  exclusively,  unaided  by  hygiene.  These,  he  thinks, 
are  few,  and  are  cases  of  poisoning,  of  mechanical  obstruction,  &c. 
2.  Those  requiring  drugs  and  hygienic  agents  combined,  neither  of 
themselves  being  sufficient.  To  this  class  he  refers  most  diseases. 
And,  3.  Those  which  may  be  treated  to  hygienic  measures  alone. 
This  is  a  large  class,  ttnd  embraces  not  the  self-limiting  diseases,  but 
nearly  all  functional  disorders,  and  the  complaints  arising  from  de- 
ranged nutrition. 

Practical  medicine  has  derived  signal  aid  from  the  discoveries  of 
modern  physiologists  concerning  the  process  of  assimilation.  One 
part  of  the  body  may  be  starved,  while  the  system  generally  is  amply 
nourished— some  element  of  food  being  absent  which  is  necessary  to 
its  Autrition.  Muscle  may  suffer  inanition,  while  the  fatty  parts  of  the 
body  receive  sufficient  aliment.     The  brain  is  starved  if  phosphorus  is 
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withheld,  and  the  blood  is  impoverished  if  the  necessury  salts  are  not 
supplied,  though  the  muscles  are  furaished  with  the  requisite  nitrogen. 
Disease  involyes,  in  most  cases,  either  '^  defective  supply  or  assimiU* 
tion,  or  else  excessive  waste  of  one  or  more  of  the  essential  elements" 
of  the  system.  The  indication  of  cure  is  either  to  increase  the  supply 
or  to  diminish  the  waste.  Upon  our  ability  to  fulfill  it  depends  largely 
our  success  as  practitioners  of  medicine.  An  indication  of  the  highest 
value,  in  such  cases,  is  not  unfrequently  the  longing  of  the  patient  for 
some  article  of  diet.  This,  as  Dr.  Carroll  justly  remarks,  is  often  "the 
still  small  voice  of  some  suffering  tissue,  urging  its  wants  above  those 
of  its  fellows.''  This  is  a  principle  never  to  be  overlooked  in  pnc- 
tice. 

The  opposite  mode  of  dietic  treatment  has  not  been  practiced  with 
the  same  success,  though  there  are  diseases  in  which  its  necessity  ii 
still  insisted  upon.  Regimen  is  held  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance 
in  glycosuria.  It  may  be  important  in  other  morbid  conditions,  but  the 
process  is  too  nearly  akin  to  the  irrational  cura  famU  of  the  ancients 
ever  to  obtain  much  footing  with  the  physician  again.  The  "stans' 
tion  diet"  of  Galen  will  never  be  revived,  any  more  than  the  restric' 
tion  of  dropsical  patients  to  solid  food.  But  in  rheumatism,  where  lac* 
tic  acid  abounds  in  the  system,  it  may  be  proper  to  avoid  vegetables 
which  are  converted  into  that  acid  by  fermentation. 

The  suggestions  of  our  author  on  the  subject  of  ventilation  and 
exercise  are  judicious,  but  he  seems  to  us  to  be  in  more  dread  of  oTsr- 
doing  the  matter  in  respect  to  exercise  than  there  is  occasion  for. 
Some  young  men,  doubtless,  carry  their  gymnastic  feats  too  far.  Pis- 
ease  of  the  heart  may  result  from  violent  exertion.  But  thonsaads 
die  of  disease  resulting  from  inaction,  where  one  dies  from  overexer- 
tion. The  thing  to  be  insisted  upon,  especially  with  the  female  native 
of  society,  is  exercise.  This  is  the  great  want  of  most  females.  In- 
sufficient exercise  is  the  root  of  most  of  their  ailments.  We  hail  rol- 
ler-skating as  an  invention  which  promises  them  incalculable  blessings. 
It  is  the  greatest  benefaction,  in  our  judgment,  conferred  upon  the  sex 
in  modern  times.  A  more  robust  race  of  women,  we  have  no  doubt, 
will  appear  in  the  next  generation  in  consequence  of  the  introduction 
o<f  this  pleasing  exercise. 

Dr.  Carroll  is  no  friend  to  darkened  chambers  for  the  siok.  Light 
is  essential  to  development — to  health;  and  riKsovery  is  accelerated  by 
its  influence.  Sunlight,  he  insists,  should  be  freely  admitted  into  the 
rooms  of  the  sick  and  convalescent,  except  where  there  is  disease  of 
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the  eyes  or  brain*  CloroBiB,  scrofttla,  in  a  word,  all  affeotioDi  char* 
acterized  by  deficiency  of  Tital  power,  demand  light 

The  correctness  of  all  this  will  not  be  questioned,  but  we  are  not 
prepared  to  accept  the  principle  upon  which  the  practice  is  based. 
We  doubt  whether  it  is  owing  to  iron  in  the  sun's  rays  that  the  light 
of  the  sun  is  so  necessary  to  health,  and  so  instrumental  often  in  its 
recovery.  Is  there  any  "vapor  of  iron  "  in  the  solar  spectrum?  What 
are  the  constituents  of  the  sun?  is  another  question.  That  body  may 
consist  largely  of  iron,  but  the  vaporization  of  that  metal,  and  its 
transmission  in  the  solar  rays  to  the  earth,  through  the  cold  space 
which  they  traverse,  may  be  well  questioned.  It  has  been  affirmed 
that  light,  if  it  possessed  the  billionth  part  of  a  graiiyof  metal  iner- 
tia, would  be  easily  detected  by  delicate  balances.  The  vapor  of  iron 
could  hardly  impinge  upon  them  without  giving  evidence  of  its  pres* 
ence.  We  doubt,  therefore,  the  truth  of  the  remark  of  Dr.  Forbes 
Winslow,  "that  the  iron  vapor  detected  in  the  sun's  beams"  is  the 
agent  which  effects  such  changes  in  the  color  of  plants  and  animals 
brought  out  of  darkness  into  the  light  of  the  sun.  We  have  no  faith 
in  the  hypothesis  that  iron  thus  makes  its  way  into  the  general  circu- 
lation. 

But  we  have  not  space  or  time  for  the  pursuit  of  such  speculations. 
The  little  work  before  us  is  practical  in  its  character,  and  we  recom- 
mend it  to  our  readers  as  one  which  points  out  a  profitable  line  of 
study. 


MISCELLANY. 


ON  THE  PATHOGENESIS  AND  TREATMENT  OF  STERILI- 
TY IN  THE  HUMAN  FEMALE. 


BY  WM.  0.  ROBKRTS,  M.  D.,  01*  NSW  YORK. 


In  May  last,  I  read  before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  a 
paper  on  the  causes  of  sterility  in  either  sex,  based  mainly  upon  physi- 
logical  relations. 

Subsequently,  Dr.  Kammerer  read  a  paper  on  the  pathological 
conditions  causing  sterility,  based  upon  a  review  of  four  hundred  and 
eight  cases,  two  hundred  and  one  of  which  had  occurred  in  his  own, 
and  two  hundred  and  seven  in  clinical  practice  (^Jh'ans,  N.  Y*  Ac.  of 
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Med.^  yol.  III^  p.  7).  These  oams,  which  embfraoed  tiie  nni&erMS 
descents,  deviations,  and  diseases  to  whteh  the  uterus  asd  its  appeid* 
ages  are  liable^  were  treated  with  more  or  less  success,  according  to 
the  usual  methods ;  the  proportion  of  success,  so  far  as  the  removal 
of  the  sterility  was  concerned,  being  about  one-third  tof  the  cases 
treated.  On«  case  in  particular^  however,  deserves  to  be  mentioned 
(No.  twelve);  that  of  a  woman  whose  inner  uA^ine  orifice  was  dila- 
ted at  one  session  just  after  menstruation,  and  who  conceived,  after  a 
barrenness  of  four  years,  immediately  after;  whether  prc^ter  Aoc,  can 
Bfot  perhaps  be  exactly  determined.  The  physiological  causes  of  ster- 
ility are  not  alluded  to  in  Dr.  K/b  paper,  unless  indeed  the  dilatatieiis 
of  the  uterine  orifices  were  intended  to  allow  of  an  easier  adnussioD 
of  the  spermatozoa  to  the  cavity  of  the  uterus;  and  the  intra-uteriiN 
injections  employed  to  remove  the  noxiousness  of  the  secretions. 
In  the  papel  which  I  read  before  the  Academy,  I  showed  : 
i.  That  the  generative  apparatus  of  both  sexes  mmst  be  in  a 
healthy  condition.  In  the  male,  the  penis  mast  be  capable  of  erectien 
and  ejaculation,  and  of  emitting  healthy  semen. 

In  the  female,  the  uterus  and  its  appendages  mxist  exist,  and  be 
perfect;  the  ovaries  contain  fecundible  ova;  the  tubes  be  perviotis, the 
Hning  •menLbrame  of  thtf  cavity  and  neck  healthy,  and  the  os  uteri  ex* 
ternum  and  internum,  hymen  and  vagina  pervious. 

2.  That  it  was  by  no  m^aos  necessary  that  there  should  exist,  at 
the  moment  of  coitus,  any  orgasm  on  the  part  of  the  female,  or  a 
complete  introition  of  the  male  organ  intra  vagxnum;  a  very  slight 
peri-TT^vular  congreesus  deyositiug  the  semen  upon  the  vulva,  sufficing 
for  im^regnatien. 

3.  The  xi|>e  graafian  vesicle,  secreted  either  just  before,  darisg, 
or  after  menstruation,  and  even,  though  not  often,  during  the  inter- 
menstrual period,  must,  in  some  part  of  its  course  into  the  utenu, 
come  into  direct  and  immediate  contact  with  one  or  more  living  sper- 
matozoa, in  order  to  be  fecundated. 

4.  Semen  contains,  as  its  most  important  constituent,  animalcules, 
spermatic  cells,  zoospermes,  spermazotoa,  or  toids,  as  they  are  vari- 
ously called  according  to  the  idea  which  is  formed  of  their  nature. 
In  the  field  of  the  microscope,  they  are  seen  to  move  about  with  vary- 
ing activity,  and  whether  or  not  they  be  endowed  with  true  vitality, 
life,  or  be  or  be  not  organized  animals,  which  last  seems  generally  nov 
to  be  believed,  their  volition  is  seemingly  directed  by  instinct,  tow- 
wards,  and  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  the  ovum  which  they  are  to  im* 
pregnate.  In  a  natural  temperature,  they  live  for  forty-eight  or  ser- 
enty-two  hours;  are  found  living  even  in  the  cadaver,  after  twentj' 
four  hours,  and  in  bitches  have  been  seen  to  move  seven  or  eight  days 
after  copulation.  Acids,  urine,  electricity,  strychnia,  narootics,  and 
certain  vagino-uterine  secretions  destroy  them;  but  of  this  last  here- 
after. Probably  they  are  reproduced;  they  are  certainly  nourished: 
strange  creatures,  which,  by  union  with  an  ovule,  are  capable  of  com- 
municating to  it,  not  only  the  physical  resemblance,  but  the  tempera- 
ment and  constitution  of  the  parent.  They  appear  in  the  semen  at 
puberty;  are  found  afterwards  at  ail  periods  of  life;  and  in  men  of 
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advanced  age  (eighty-two)  have  been  fipnnd.  as  nameiooB  ae  in  the 
adult. 

4.  The  material  contact  of  the  semen  and  the  ovule,  both  anima- 
ted by  their  vitality,  and  perfect  in  themeelves,  is  the  CBsential  condi- 
tion of  fecundation,  and  the  intimate  fusion  of  these  two  elements  is 
alone  capable  of  giving  birth  to  the  new  being.  If  any  obstacle  im- 
pedes the  immediate  contact  of  the  two  germs,  conception  on  the  part 
of  the  female  is  ixnpoasible.  Upon  an  accurate  knowledge  in  regard  to 
these  causes  depends  the  successful  treatment  or  cure  of  sterility. 

5.  The  aura  semiualtB  alone  is  insufficient.  Filtered  semen  is 
equally  so.     No  part  of  the  semen  but  the  animalcules  suffices. 

6.  The  fecundating  power  of  the  animalcules  seems  connected 
with  their  vitality,  for  it  diminishes,  and  is  completely  extinguished 
with  their  movements.  Semen  is  infecundible  without  living  sperma- 
tozoa ;  and  it  is  certain,  however  they  enter  it,  that  thev  get  within 
the  vitelline  membrane  of  the  ovule,  and  have  been  seen  m  immediate 
contact  witli  the  yolk,  when  they  part  company  and  disappear  by  lique- 
faction. 

7.  The  merest  drop  of  a  high  dilution  of  the  semen  of  a  frog, 
directly  applied  to  the  egg  of  the  female,  suffices  to  fecundate ;  but 
more  than  one  spermatosoid  is  required.  Two  hundred  and  fifby-five, 
in  the  experiments  of  Prevost  and  Dumas,  impregnated  sixty  eggs  out 
of  three  hundred. 

8.  Neither  the  movements  of  the  vibratory  cilia,  nor  an  aspira- 
tory  spasm,  nor  capillarity,  can  account  for  the  progression  of  the 
spermatozoa.-  It  is  to  their  own  motility,  and  to  their  power  of  over- 
coming obstacles,  that  this  is  wholly  due.  The  passage  of  the  sperma- 
tozoa from  the  uterus  into  the  tubes  occupies  eight  to  ten  hours ;  ar- 
rived at  the  free  extremity  of  the  tube,  they  reach  to,  or  upon  the 
ovary,  by  means  of  the  fimbrise  which  unite  the  pavilion  to  that  or- 
gan. If  there  they  meet  with  a  mature  ovule,  fecundation  may  result. 
Twenty  or  thirty  minutes  are  required  to  enable  them  to  enter  the 
uterus.  The  tuoes  take  from  two  to  six  days  to  transmit  the  detached 
ovule  to  the  uterus,  where,  if  previously  fecundated,  or  when  fecunda- 
ted, it  stops  and  is  developed,  embedded  in  decidua.  If  not,  it  es- 
capes with  the  decidua  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  or  at  the  end  of  men- 
struation. The  period  most  favorable  for  impregnation,  then,  is  im- 
mediately before,  or  during,  or  soon  after  menstruation  ceases.  The 
Sow  of  menstrual  blood  does  not  impede,  but  rather  accelerates  the 
progress  of  the  spermatozoa.  But  how  are  we  to  account  for  fecunda- 
tion during  inter-menstrual  periods,  unless  we  suppose  that  coition 
hastens  the  development  and  detachment  of  a  mature  ovum?  Fecund- 
ation aifd  coition  are  separated  at  least  for  the  time  which  is  required 
for  the  spermatozoa  to  pass  through  the  uterus  and  tubes,  and  reveals 
itself  by  no  special  signs.  A  single  act  of  coitus  may  suffice  for  im-  ' 
pregnation,  of  which  many  instances  are  known.  If,  now,  we  attempt 
to  assign  the  causes  of  infecundity  from  a  physiological  point  of 
view,  we  shall  find  that  men  are  infecunds  because  the^  are  impotent 
or  aspermatic,  t.  e.,  incapable  of  erection  or  ejaculation;  and  even 
when  capable  of  emission,  are  aspermatozoic,  that  is,  secrete  a  semen 
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or  fiaid  which  contains  either  no  or  no  living  spermatotoa.  Emmchs 
possess  for  awhile  an  incomplete  power  of  erection  and  an  ejacnlatioD 
which  must  he  aspermatozoic,  which  for  the  lack  of  the  stimulus  of 
venereal  appetite,  they  gradually  lose.  Impotence  is  not  necessarily 
associated  with  either  aspermatism  or  aspermatozoa.  It  is  sometimes 
purely  nervous,  and  when  cured,  the  power  of  fecundation  may  exist 
or  return.  It  occurs  among  the  newly  married  and  in  the  old.  But 
very  old  men  are  not  necessarily  infecund,  as  we  have  seen,  and  the 
case  of  old  Parr  is  in  point.  The  only  way  in  which  aspermatozoa  can 
he  positively  ascertained,  is  by  submitting  the  semen  to  the  micro- 
scope soon  after  its  emission. 

^ut  it  is  chiefly  with  infecundity  in  the  female  that  we  are  con* 
cerned,  and  allowing  that  there  is  no  fault  in  the  generative  faculty  of 
the  male,  it  behooves  us  to  inquire  into  its  causes.  Admitting  that  no 
physical  defect  of  organism  occurs  in  her,  and  that,  as  we  so  often  see, 
she  is  robust,  healthy,  menstruates  more  or  less  perfectly,  and  is  free 
from  organic  uterine  malformation  or  disease,  why  is  it  that  the  sper- 
matozoa do  not  reach  and  fecundate  her  ova?  Ill -health  may,  I  think, 
possibly  prevent  this  from  occurring,  by  impairing  the  fecundity  of 
the  ova,  or  faults  in  the  ovary  or  ova  may  have  a  similar  effect,  ujs- 
menorrhoea,  though  often  associated  with  infecundity,  does  not  neces* 
sarily  cause  it,  and  the  reason  of  the  association  is  probably  purely  a 
mechanical  one.  The  cause  which  prevents  the  easy  escape  of  the 
menses,  and  renders  it  painful,  may  equally  prevent  the  access  of  sper- 
matozoa to  the  uterus,  tubes,  and  ovaria.  To  these  we  shall  presently 
advert. 

But  these  are  not  the  only  causes  for  infecundity  on  the  part  of 
the  woman.  There  is  another  and  a  principal  one,  to  which  passing 
allusion  may  be  found  in  authors,  but  it  has  by  no  one  been  so  mark- 
edly assigned  and  scientifically  considered  as  by  Donne,  and  oar 
countryman.  Dr.  Sinis,  to  whom  Surgery  and  Science  are  alike  both 
deeply  indebted. 

I  allude  to  the  destruction  of  the  spermatozoa  by  the  vitiation  or  pe- 
culiar constitution  of  the  vagino-uterine  secretions,  by  which  fecunda- 
tion is  rendered  impossible. 

In  Donne's  "  Cours  rfc  Microscopie"  &c.,  the  work  of  a  zealous, 
cautious,  and  candid  observer,  we  find  much  that  is  interesting  and  im- 
portant on  this  subject.  Acetic  acid  instantly  kills  the  spermatozoa,  bat 
leaves  them  perfectly  intact  for  years.  Blood  and  milk  exert  upon 
them  no  deleterious  influence,  saliva  kills  them  rapidly,  urine  instantly. 
Pus  and  the  muco -purulent  matter  of  uterine,  leucorrhoea  does  not  affect 
them  by  its  contact.  They  live  perfectly  well  in  the  mucu?  secreted 
by  the  vagina  in  a  normal  state,  which  is  slightly  acid ;  but,  and  this 
observation  is  most  important,  the  acidity  of  the  mucus  secreted  by 
the  vagina  becomes  such  in  some  circumstainces,  as  when  there  is  con- 
gestion, acute  irritation,  or  inflammation  of  this  organ,  that  the  zoo- 
spermes  seem  unable  to  live  in  it  more  than  a  few  moments.  He 
has  even  seen  them,  particularly,  give  no  sign  of  life,  in  less  than  two 
minutes,  in  the  vaginal  mucus  of  a  woman  of  twenty -two,  affected  with 
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an  extremely  acid  discliarge.     '^Can  tbis,  then/'  Donne  says,  "be  con- 
sidered as  the  cause  of  sterility  in  some  women?" 

Vaginal  mucns  is  white,  opaque,  creamy,  not  yiseid,  and  always 
acid.  Uterine  mucus,  on  the  contrary,  is  transparent,  stringy,  tena- 
cioQs,  like  albumen,  sometimes  clouded  with  purulent  matter,  but  al- 
ways alkaline^  turning  litmus  paper  blue,  whilst  the  mucus  of  the  va- 
gina always  reddens  it. 

The  action  of  this  (uterine  mucus  on  the  animalcules,  varies  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  Generally  the  spermatozoa  brought  into 
contact  with  uterine  mucus  do  not  suffer.  'But  certain  kinds  of  uterine 
mucus  kill  the  animalcules  with  the  greatest  rapidity.  Nor  is  this  mu- 
cus distinguished  from  others  by  any  appreciable  characteristic,  micro- 
scopic or  otherwise,  being  either  pure  and  transparent  or  opaque.  An 
excess  of  alkali  seems  to  be  the  only  probable  cause  of  its  deleterious- 
ness,  litmus  paper  becoming  instantaneously  intensely  blue. 

No  possible  means  of  ascertaining  the  fact  seems  to  exist,  except 
that  of  submitting  the  spermatozoa  to  the  action  of  uterine  mucus  of 
various  kinds  or  qualities.  "Do  not,"  says  Donne,  "the  facts  related 
lead  to  the  belief  that  alterations  of  the  vaginal  and  uterine  secretions 
play  an  important  part  in  causing  sterility,  by  killing  the  fecundating 
liquid ;  and  is  not  some  light  thrown  on  its  hitherto  obscure  causes, 
and  a  suggestion  made  of  a  rational  and  efficacious  remedy?" 

It  is  but  doing  simple  justice  to  our  countryman.  Dr.  J.  M.  Sims, 
to  say  that  he  is  the  first  among  us  to  revive  those  ideas,  and  give  to 
them  a  practical  application  (On  Mic.  in  Diag.  and  Treat  of  Sterility, 
JV.  Y.  Med,  Jour.^  Jan.,  1869).  In  this  paper  he  lays  it  down:  1st, 
we  must  have  spermatozoa  in  the  semen ;  2d,  they  must  enter  the  ute- 
ro-cervical  canal ;  3d,  the  state  of  the  secretions  must  be  favorable  to 
their  vitality.  In  the  absence  of  the  second  of  these  conditions  only 
is  any  operation  to  be  thought  of.  How  are  these  facts  to  be  ascer- 
tained ?  By  examining  .the  condition  of  the  vaginal  and  uterine  secre- 
tions after  coition.  A  little  of  each  is  to  be  withdrawn  with  a  syringe,  and 
placed  under  the  microscope;  and  to  do  this  accurately,  the  fluid  must 
be  retained  for  some  time  afler  in  the  vagina.  He  thinks  the  best 
period  for  making  the  investigation  is  the  fifth  or  sixth  day  after  the 
menstrual  flow.  Dr.  Sims,  in  one  respect,  differs  fVom  Donne.  He 
says,  "  the  vaginal  (normal)  mucus,  by  its  natural  acidity,  kills  very 
quickly  every  spermatezoon,  and  seems  to  be  a  perfect  poison  for  the 
superabundant  ones."  If  this  were  true,  fecundation  would  very  sel- 
dom, almost  never  occur.  Donn6,  more  correctly,  I  think,  says  its 
slight  natural  acidity  is  not  noxious  to  the  spermatic  animalcules, 
hut  is  only  so  when  excessive.  The  cervical  mucus  is  to  be  carefully 
separated  and  distinguished  from  the  vaginal,  and  withdrawn  with  .a 
syringe  for  examination.  Dr.  S.  thinks  it  possible  to  obtain  a  second 
specimen  from  higher  up  the  canal,  or  even  f¥om  within  the  os  inter- 
num, which  I  should  think  would  be  difficult,  and  finds  in  the  one 
sometimes  living,  in  the  other,  dead  spermatozoa.  Donn6  does  not 
carry  his  researches  so  far.  He  is  content  to  take  the  mucus  which 
hangs  out  of  the  os  externum,  or  can  be  withdrawn  from  within  the 
neck.     Dr.  Sims  thinks  that  if  the  cervical  secretion  contain  little 
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opaque  spots  of  milky  whiteness,  and  when  it  is  very  thick  and  albn- 
mino-purulent  (as  also  when  perfectly  clear),  it  is  poisonous.  Donne's 
obserrations  generally  (p.  293)  oppose  this  assertion : — A  certain  qual- 
ity of  mucu$  necestary  to  produce  this  effect^  which  can  not  be  told  from 
its  natural  or  microscopic  appearances :  too  alkaline  (?)  if  uterine :  too 
acid  if  vaginal.  Be  all  that  as  it  may,  there  is  a  peculiar  condition 
of  either  of  these  secretions,  whatever  it  be,  which  does  kill  the  sper- 
matozoa, and  occasion  sterility ;  and  the  great  point  is  to  remedy  it. 
Dr.  Sims  justly  says,  it  is  not  every  woman  who  has  dysmenorrhcea 
(and  I  add,  or  leucorrhcsa),  who  is  sterile,  nor  every  man  who  may  be 
vigorous  and  enjoy  good  health,  who  is  capable  of  procreation.  He 
has  known  half-a-dozen  husbands — in  one  place  he  says  many — ^whose 
semen  had  no  spermatozoa.  Dr.  Sims'  paper  proves,  and  he  frankly 
acknowledges,  that  the  operation  of  incising  the  cervix  is  seldom 
necessary  or  proper,  often  quite  uselessly  performed ;  and  he  no  longer 
thinks  that  the  most  common  obstacle  to  conception  is  a  more  or  less 
contracted  utero-cervical  canal  (p.  24,  lib.  cit.)  I  quite  agree  with 
Dr.  S.  that  the  necessary  investigations  into  this  interesting  and  prac- 
tical subject,  by  which  alone  a  true  and  scientfic  knowledge  and  basis 
of  action  can  be  obtained,  involve  neither  indecency  nor  sacrifice  of 
self-respect  on  the  part  of  either  surgeon  or  patient. 

If,  then,  it  should  be  asked.  What  necessity,  then,  exists  for  dilat- 
ing the  two  orifices  and  neck  of  the  uterus,  we  answer,  Ist,  because  of 
its  allowing  of  a  more  easy  escape  for  the  menstrual  blood ;  and,  2d, 
because  it  allows  an  easier  access  to  the  spermatozoa.  Although  nei- 
ther an  aggravated  dysmenorrhooa,  nor  a  very  contracted  os  uteri,  in- 
ternum or  externum,  are  necessarily  fatal  to,  they  are  unfavorable  to 
impregnation,  and  should,  as  a  part  of  the  treatment,  be  remedied. 
I  can  not,  for  my  own  part,  imagine  that  flexions,  however  great,  of  a 
part  so  short  and  so  flexible  as  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  which  are  so 
readily  restored  by  the  introduction  of  a  long  and  suitably-sized  spec- 
ulum, and  which,  morever,  I  so  seldom  encounter,  can  offer  any  seri- 
ous impediments  to  fecundation.  But  the  contractions  of  the  orifices 
are  real  and  unmistakable,  often  obstinate,  and  contribute,  I  doubt 
not,  to  this  result;  but  even  then  very  partially,  for,  as  Dr.  Sims  justly 
observes,  cases  are  recorded  where  conception  occurred  when  the  os 
barely  admitted  a  small-sized  probe,  and  that  spermatozoa  now  and 
then  pass  along  the  Fallopian  tubes,  which  ordinarily  admit  a  bristle. 
It  is,  then,  to  the  state  of  the  vaginal  and  uterine  secretions,  the  se- 
men being  healthy,  that  we  must  look  for  the  great  cause  of  infecun- 
dity  in  the  female.  The  remarks  of  Joulin  on  this  subject  are  worthy 
of  repetition:. — "The  contraction  which  has  its  seat  at  the  internal 
orifice  of  the  uterine  neck  is  one  of  the  moit  common  cav4e»  of  iv^e- 
cundity;  and  particularly  among  multiparse.  But  women  who  have 
borne  children  sometimes  exhibit  this  disposition,  which  oftenest  coin- 
•cides  with  an  extreme  narrowness  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  and  imbri- 
cation of  the  folds  of  the  arbor  viice.  This  cause  of  sterility,  which  is 
4isually  accompanied  with  the  phenomena  of  dysmenorrhoea,  was  until 
ia4;ely  unknown. 

^^The  treatment  consists  in  dilating  the  constricted  region.     I  pre- 
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fer  a  cylinder  of  prepared  sponge,  small  to  begin  with.  I  have  ob- 
tained two  successes  with  this  proceeding ; "  Becquerel  four,  and  Meis- 
teler  seven,  out  of  nine ;  Mcintosh  twenty-four  out  of  twenty-seven, 
eleven  of  whom  bore  children;  and  Corty  several  followed  by  concep- 
tion (four  hundred  and  ten).  This  certainly  shows  that,  although 
closure  of  the  uterine  orifices  does  not  necessarily  prevent,  dilatation 
exerts  a  considerable  influence  over  the  subsequent  fecundity  of  the 
patient. 

*'The  first  sponge,"  says  Joulin,  and  Corty  repeats  him,  "does  not 
pass  through  the  internal  orifice;  each  one  penetrates  a  little  further 
than  the  first,  and  simply  dilates  the  neck;  but  later,  the  inner  orifice 
becomes  permeable.  The  sponge  applied  swells  immediately,  and  the 
woman  can  attend  to  her  business  without  feeling  the  least  inconve- 
nience." This  is  only  partially  true.  It  sometimes  produces  pain 
and  irritation  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  requires  removal.  I  once 
saw  frightful  results  from  the  thrusting  of  a  sponge-tent  into  the  ute- 
rine cavity.  Corty  says  an  interval  of  two  or  three  days  should  elapse 
between  each  introduction.  Joulin  says,  if  not  removed,  generally 
about  the  third  day  a  discharge  takes  place  of  a  clear,  abundant,  fetid 
fluid,  which  disappears  on  its  removal.  "I  renew,"  he  says,  ''these 
applications  twice  a  month — ten  days  before  and  after  menstruation. 
When  the  dilatation  is  sufficient,  I  suspend  their  introduction,  and  re- 
commence if  the  stricture  tends  to  reappear^  for  often  the  amelioration 
is  only  temporary.  It  supplants  the  incision,  which,  unless  the  sponge- 
tents  are  used  simultaneously,  cicatrizes  and  contracts,  leaving  things 
as  they  were.  It  is  simpler  and  less  dangerous,  and  women,  at  least, 
if  they  have  not  patience  to  follow  out  the  plan,  are  often  relieved  of 
their  diimenorrhcea,**  ''Uterine  tleviations,  says  Joulin,  "are  not 
causes  of  sterility,  for  the  semen  need  only  to  be  deposited  in  the 
vaginal  cavity,  not  projected  into  the  os.  Unless,  then,  when  very 
intense,  and  the  angle  of  flexture  very  great,  displacements  of  the  ute- 
rus do  not  offer  any  serious  obstacles  to  conception."  Tents  of  sea- 
tangle  (^Laminario  digitatd)  are  preferable  to  prepared  sponge,  be- 
cause they  can  be  longer  retained  without  producing  irritation  and 
fetid  discharge,  and  do  not  rot  and  break ;  but  I  do  not  flnd  them  as 
easy  of  introduction.     Corty  repudiates  them. 

Other  means  of  dilatation  are  employed.  Dr.  Mcintosh  used  flexi- 
ble metallic  bougies.  Bennet  prefers  wax  or  gum-elastic  ones.  Simp- 
son uses  metallic  stems  of  graduated  sizes  left  in  the  uterus  for  vari- 
ous lengths  of  time,  and  sometimes  changed  daily  for  days  together, 
or  left  in  permanently.  With  the  gum-elastic  French  bougie,  fine  or 
olive-pointed,  varying  in  diameter  above  the  point  (bougie  i  ventre), 
all  my  own  successes  have  been  attained.  Generally,  the  point  reaches 
to  and  strikes  firmly  against  the  os  internum,  and  irritates  it  spasmod- 
ically. After  a  time,  if  not  too  laree,  with  a  little  management,  it 
enters  the  stricture  and  passes  up  to  the  fundus  with  little  or  no  pain. 
The  next  time,  again,  perhaps,  nothing  will  pass,  and  so  on,  until  suf- 
ficient dilatation  is  effected  to  admit  a  larger  size. 

{To  h9  coidUnud  In  tiu  Ntmnbtr  SwmUr,) 
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EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


The  Editor  owes  an  apology  to  many  correspondents  for  appar- 
ent neglect  in  replying  to  them.  For  sereral  weeks  lie  has  not  only 
been  in  poor  health,  but  daring  much  of  the  time  confined  to  a  sick 
bed ;  and  now  he  has  been  compelled  to  seek  a  few  weeks  rest  and 
quiet  in  the  country,  hoping  that  his  strength  and  health  may  be  re- 
stored, and  be  permitted  soon  to  resume  his  labor,  in  a  profession  to 
which  his  life  has  been  consecrated.  His  friends  will  please  accept 
this  explanation  of  the  delay  in  replying  to  their  letters. 

It  is  no  easy  thing  to  bear  physical  suffering — no  easy  thing,  when 
work  not  only  invites  but  commands,  while  Time  hurries  away  with 
our  days  and  years,  to  sit  quietly  down  and  do  nothing:  0,  the  irk- 
Bomeness  of  this  enforced  pause  in  life's  labor  I  Good  old  Oideon 
Gray  accepted  the  charge  of  the  waif  left  at  his  hitherto  childless  home, 
ambng  other  reasons,  for  this,  that  he  wanted  to  ^^  make  some  remarks 
on  the  childish  diseases,  which,  with  God's  blessing,  the  child  must 
come  through  under  my  charge;"  but  we  suspect  that  Gideon  Gray 
would  not  have  cared  to  study  disease  in  his  own  person. 

And  yet,  after  all,  probably  we  physicians  may  become  better  fitted 
for  our  work,  as  we  certainly  should  better  men,  for  the  very  physical 
sufferings  we  may  be  called  to  endure.  Will  not  our  sympathy  with 
fellow-sufferers  be  more  profound,  and  our  seal  for  their  relief  be  more 
active  and  intelligent?  It  was  the  agonising  suffering  which  he  en- 
dured in  his  last  illness,  that  led  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie*  to  exclaim,  "0, 
that  physicians  would  study  pain  more,  and  the  means  for  its  relief." 

« In  Lord  Baeoo'*  Advaummmti  of  Ltunnlmg^  tho  Ibllowinc  iataraiti&g  pMtnge  ocean:  tba  dl* 
reet  relation  of  a  part  of  it  to  the  wiBh  of  Sir  Bei^min  is  obTiona: 

**Ha7,  ftirther,  I  esteem  it  the  office  of  a  pfayilclan  not  onlj  to  rettore  health,  but  to  mitigaia 
pain  and  dolovn;  and  not  oalj  when  each  alticMion  nay  eoadqoa  to  reoorerx,  hot  whan  it  may 
earre  to  make  a  fiiir  and  easy  paaiage :  for  it  waa  no  amall  ftlicity  which  Angoatiu  Cieear  waa  wont 
to  wiah  to  himetlf,  that  *'euthanaaia ; "  and  which  waa  apecially  noted  in  the  death  of  Antonioa 
Pina,  whose  death  waa  after  the  fitahion  and  semblance  of  a  kindlj  and  pleaaant  Bleep.  So  it  la 
written  of  KplcvmSi  that  after  hia  disease  waa  Jndgad  desperate,  he  drowned  hia  aenaea  and  atom* 
aeh  with  a  large  draught  and  ingnrgitation  of  wine,  whereupon  the  epigram  waa  made,  **  Iffae 
Binim  aftriiM  hamtiU  aqtua;  **  he  was  not  aober  enough  to  taate  any  blttemeaa  of  Stygian  waters. 
Bat  the  phyaiciana,  contrariwise,  do  make  a  kind  of  scruple  and  religion  to  stay  with  the  patient 
after  the  disease  la  deplored ;  whereas,  In  my  Judgment,  they  ought  both  to  inquire  the  akill,  and 
to  give  the  attendanoea,  for  the  focllltating  and  aaauaging  of  the  pains  and  agonies  of  death.** 
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Besides,  the  disease  which  comes  now,  and  from  which  we  recover,  is 
the  fore-runner — it  may  he  months  or  many  years  in  advance — of  an- 
other disease  which  shall  he  unto  us  mortal :  with  steady  step  the  fatal 
hour  comes  unto  each  one  of  us.  Are  we,  who  are  called  to  stand  at 
janna  tntas  et  mortii,  sufficiently  mindful  of  the  interests  of  those  de- 
pendent upon  our  daily  lahor,  sufficiently  thoughtful  in  regard  to 
higher  interests,  in  view  of  our  own  inevitahle  mortality?  Noble  as 
our  profession  is,  in  its  exalted,  ever  rising,  ever  widening  range  of 
scientific  knowledge;  noble  as  it  is  to  every  true  physician,  not  to  the 
trading  and  huckstering  politician,  in  its  daily  exercise  of  God-like 
philanthropies,  in  its  loving  sympathies  and  benevolent  deeds,  but 
even  this  should  be  unto  no  man  an  end  of  life,  but  only  the  golden 
runnels  of  a  ladder  whose  foot  is  on  the  earth,  but  whose  top  reaches 
the  heavens,  and  upon  which  we  should  ever  be  ascending  until  earthly 
existence  terminates  in  celestial. 

The  criticisms  upon  the  action  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation as  to  Specialists,  and  of  the  Transactions  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  of  Indiana,  are  not  such,  in  all  respects,  as  the  Editor  would 
have  written :  much  as  he  respects  the  ability  and  personal  character 
of  the  authors,  he  dissents  from  some  of  their  views. 

In  this  connection  he  wishes  also,  to  state  that  the  author  of  the 
review  of  the  Transactions  need  not  have  hesitated  to  mention  the 
« somebody  who  blundered,*'  and  in  consequence  of  whose  blundering 
the  volume  is  so  miserably  meagre.  A  president  of  a  State  Medical 
Society  who  can  devote  his  address  largely  to  the  discussion  of  the 
feasibility  of  establishing  a  medical  journal  in  the  State,  and  so  far 
forget  his  position,  though  not  himselfy  as  to  ignore  the  existence  al- 
ready of  a  medical  journal  in  the  State,  known  and  respected  by  every 
intelligent  physician  in  the  United  States,  most  appropriately  followed 
this  blunder — for  which  he  deserved  the  Society's  rebuke — by  another, 
neglecting  to  appoint  committees  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing, and  thus  the  small  volume  of  Transactions  for  1869 :  his  address 
in  1868  and  this  volume  of  1869  are  his  worthy  monuments. 

Married— On  the  16th  of  last  month,  Dr.  John  E.  West,  of  St 
Clairsville,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Anna  H.  Wood,  of  Martinsville,  Ohio. 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Wm.  Lomax  of  Marion,  for  the  report  of 
Physicians  of  Grant  county ;  and  to  Dr.  J.  M.  Craig  for  that  of  De- 
catur county. 
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(FormerUf,  ^^GiNOiKifATi  Joitrkal  of  Msdioikb.") 


Thas  It  will  be  Men  that  If  man  haa  pMsioiia  which  Impel  him  to  the  deitrnetion  of  man,  if 
he  be  the  only  animia  who,  deapiaing  fall  uitnral  meuw  of  attack  and  deftnce,  liaa  devtied  new 
meane  of  deetrnction,  he  is  alio  the  only  animal  who  haa  the  deaii*,  or  the  poww.  to  raUere  the 
•uffninga  of  Ua  AUow  oitlaenSf  and  In  whom  the  co-exiatence  of  reaaon  and  benevolence  atteeta 
a  moral  aa  well  aa  an  intelleetnal  aoperiorlty.— OnATia*  Gusioai.  Xmienn. 


Vol.  IV.  INDIANAPOLIS,  NOVJSMBBR,  1869.  No.  XI. 


THE  PBOGBBSS  OF  HODSBN  MEDICINE— AN  INTRODUC< 
TOBY  IiECTUBE,  DEtlVERBD  IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
LOUISVILLE,  OCTOBER  4,  1869. 


BY   QAYIP   W.   TAMDSLL,   M.   P» 
ProiiMior  of  Qinical  Swcgwf, 


Ojsntlsmbn — The  first  medical  leoture  heard  by  a  student  of  medi- 
cine forms  an  era  in  his  life  to  which  he  will  recur  with  interest  as  long 
as  he  lives.  He  has,  in  most  i^xstances,  left  home  with  all  its  endear- 
ments, and  is  in  the  midst  of  strangers,  assoiiiated  with  fellow-students 
eager  like  himself  for  knowledge  and  an^bitious  of  exoellenoe.  He 
has  taken  a  decided  step  forward  in  the  profession  which  is  to  be  his 
future  calling.  He  has  entered  upon  a  i^ace,  apd  knows  that  the  eyes 
of  all  he  loves  are  upon  him.  He  has  Btcuck  the  first  blow  in  a  battle 
which  he  expects  to  wage  until  be  dies.  When  he  shall  return  home 
at  the  close  of  the  lecture  term,  he  is  aware  that  he  will  be  styled 
<«  Doctor  "  by  bis  aoqui^iatances^  and  be  expedited  to  know  much  about 
medicine.  There  is  an  excitement  growing  out  of  the  novelty  of  the 
occasion  which  he  can  never  experience  again.  At  tb^  threshold  of 
medicine,  where  most  of  you  stand  this  .evening,  it  is  impo|rtant  that 
you  should  conceive  just  views  of  the  character  of  your  profession. 
No  man»  it  has  be^n  justly  said,  is  likely  ever  to  atti^a  to  gr^tness 
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who  baa  not  a  feeling  that  there  is  something  in  him  great.  It  is  quite 
as  tme  that  no  physician  will  erer  rise  to  eminence  in  his  profession 
who  has  not  exalted  conceptions  of  its  worth.  If  he  regards  it  u  t 
trade,  by  which  he  proposes  simply  to  earn  a  living,  he  will  be  pretty 
sure  to  pursue  it  in  the  spirit  of  a  tradesman.  If,  esteeming  it  Bome- 
thing  lower  than  that,  he  adopts  it  as  an  art  by  which  he  may  practice 
upon  the  credulity  of  the  people,  he  sinks  into  the  character  of  the 
charlatan.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  science, 
broad  and  liberal,  and  an  art  at  once  benign  and  efficacious,  he  will 
enter  upon  its  study  with  a  spirit  that  is  likely  to  carry  him  to  a  high 
place  among  its  votaries. 

The  return  of  this  anniversary  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  the 
opening  of  its  thirty-third  session,  affords  a  suitable  occasion  for  taking 
a  brief  survey  of  medicine  and  determining  what  progress  it  has  made  in 
this  third  of  a  century.  The  retrospect  is  one  which  must  gratify  the 
pride  of  every  physician.  I  trust  it  will  inflame  you  with  a  noble 
ambition,  not  only  to  master  what  is  already  known  in  the  profession, 
but  to  improve  and  extend  its  resources.  I  deem  this  review  the  more 
proper  at  this  time  beeause  it  has  been  rather  the  fashion  in  certain 
quarters  of  late  to  deplore  the  decadence  of  medicine — to  speak  of  it 
as  less  respectable  than  it  was  at  some  former  period  of  its  history— 
to  express  doubts  of  the  eficacy  of  drugs  in  controlling  disease,  or,  at 
least,  whether  we  have  improved  upon  the  practice  of  our  forefathers. 
So  far  from  retrograding,  it  will  be  my  purpose  to  show  you,  in  the 
following  remarks,  that  the  profession  never  made  such  progress  in  all 
the  ages  since  the  times  of  Hippocrates  as  it  has  made  in  our  own  times, 
and  never  stood  in  an  attitude  to  command  so  much  of  the  respect  and 
gratitude  of  men  as  it  does  to-day ;  and  that  as  to  the  skepticism  con- 
cerning the  curative  power  of  medicine,  there  never  was  so  little  found- 
ation for  it  as  pow. 

When  your  fathers  were  students  of  medicine,  "theory  and  prac- 
tice of  physie,"  and  ^Uheory  and  practice  of  surgery,*'  were  the  phrases 
in  use.  We  use  the  terms  science  and  art  of  medicine,  and  science 
and  art  of  surgery.  The  meaning  of  the  terms  is  the  same,  and  they 
imply  that  there  is  a  science  and  an  art  of  medicine  and  of  surgery. 
They  are  not  the  same  thing,  nor  do  they  necessarily  go  hand  in  hand 
together.  Science  may  exist  unapplied ;  art  may  be  pursued  without 
the  guidance  of  science.  Art,  it  has  been  said,  Axmishes  hands,  and 
science  eyes;  and  "as  science  without  art  Is  inefteient,  so  art  without 
science  is  blind."    It  is  in  blindness,  if  tkts4)e  true,  that  the  practice 
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«f  physio  has  been  for  the  most  part  pursued.  A  few  practitioners, 
in  all  periods  of  medical  history,  have  applied  themselves  to  the  cul- 
ttTation  of  the  science  of  medicine,  some  with  but  little  reference  to 
the  art;  but  by  far  the  larger  number  have  busied  themselves  with  the 
art  without  any  concern  about  the  science.  And  thus  it  happens  that 
at  almost  every  period  of  the  profession,  its  art  has  been  far  in  advance 
of  its  science.  Bemedies  were  prescribed  successfully  in  many  diseases 
when  the  functions  of  the  animal  economy  were  still  a  mystery,  and 
little  was  known  of  the  morbid  states  for  which  medicines  were  admin- 
istered. But  the  case  stands  quite  otherwise  in  our  day.  The  science 
of  medicine  now  is  far  in  advance  of  the  art,  insomuch  that  while 
comprehending  fully  the  nature  of  the  morbid  chai\ge,  we  have  often 
to  confess  that  our  remedial  resources  afford  no  cure  for  it. 

In  a  single  lecture  it  will,  of  course,  be  impossible  to  do  more  than 
mention  a  few  of  the  more  remarkable  contributions  which,  in  the  last 
thirty  years,  have  been  made  to  medical  science. 

Of  vast  tracts  of  disease  witnessed  daily  in  the  practice  of  Cullen, 
we  fail  to  find  anywhere  in  his  works  the  least  sign  of  recognition.  He 
knew  nothing,  for  example,  of  diseases  of  the  heart.  He  could  have 
givea  us  no  positive  knowledge  of  his  method  of  determining  whether 
a  patient  had  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  or  pericarditis.  There  are  many 
medical  men  now  alive  who  passed  through  their  pupilage  in  renowned 
medical  schools  without  ever  hearing  the  name  of  LsDunec.  Among 
those  who  were  content  with  the  conjectures  of  Sydenham,  and  who 
were  compelled  to  grope  in  the  dark  with  Cullen,  the  announcement 
of  mediate  auscultation,  through  the  stethoscope,  was  deemed  simply 
a  ragary.  The  youngest  physician  of  to-day,  enlightened  by  a  know- 
ledge of  auscultation  and  percussion,  may  pronounce  with  certainty 
upon  diseased  actions  that  would  have  baffled  Sydenham  in  the  full 
meridian  of  his  medical  powers.  The  atethoscope  has  borne  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  revolution,  some  of  the  leading  features  of  which 
I  am  endeavoring  to  portray.  A  knowledge  of  it  is  indispensable. 
Without  it  the  practitioner  can  never  attain  to  accuracy  in  a  long  cata- 
logue of  diseased  processes,  nor  select  remedies  appropriate  for  their 
relief.  In  an  extensive  field  of  most  important  diseases,  it  would  be 
better  to  torn  the  physician  loose  among  patients  without  medicine 
than  without  training  in  auscultation  and  percussion. 

It  is  a  fact  familiar  to  all  practitioners,  that  a  patient  may  be  shiv- 
ering with  cold,  and  to  the  most  delicate  touch  feel  cold,  while  the  real 
tein|»eniture  of  the  body  b  considerably  exalted  above  the  natural 
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standard.  BeHaen,  of  Tienna,  was  among  the  first  who  tati^ht  that 
the  hand  could  not  be  trusted  to  determine  the  heat  of  the  body,  and 
that  the  thermometer  must  be  dalled  to  our  aid.  He  had  wonderfully 
correct  conceptions  of  the  value  of  exact  kubirledge  of  the  Tarying 
temperature  of  various  diseases.  We  know  What  problems  he  strore 
to  solve.  We  know  what  results  he  saw  would  follow  their  solutioii, 
but  the  mechanical  skill  of  his  day  was  unable  to  fxiniish  an  instrument 
adequate  to  the  purposes  of  his  thoughtfal  mind.  The  realization  of 
the  splendid  conceptions  Which  filled  bis  brain  was  reserved  for  our 
times.  The  pathological  lessons  which  he  vaguely  hinted  at  have  bow 
passed  into  the  daily  teachings  of  the  schools. 

The  physician  of  every  age  has  counted  the  pulse  and  the  respira- 
tions of  the  sick;  he  now,  with  the  thermometer,  measures  their  tem- 
perature as  well.  The  stethoscope  and  the  thermometer  alone  have 
placed  the  science  of  modern  medicine  far  above  the  medical  scienee 
of  all  the  preceding  ages.  The  illustrious  Chomel,  one  of  the  greatest 
of  French  physicians,  and  among  my  earlier  teachers,  devoted  hhnaelf 
with  singular  assiduity  to  the  study  of  the  elementary  features  of 
typhoid  fever,  whereby  to  determine  positively  its  existence.  After 
years  of  survey  of  the  various  phenomena,  he  reached  thisconelvaion: 
If  certain  conditions  show  themselves  in  a  certain  order  of  occurrence, 
and  persist  through  a  period  of  time  comprised  within  firom  three  to 
four  weeks,  we  may  conclude  that  the  disease  is  typhoid  fever.  Such 
were  the  teachings  of  one  who  was  esteemed  a  consummate  maater  of  his 
art— of  one  over  whom  the  grave  has  but  recently  closed.  In  1855, 
Dr.  Parkes,  in  his  lectures  on  the  "Proximate  Cause  of  Fever,"  said: 
"I  shall  have  to  allude  to  inexplicable  phenomena,  to  vast  spaces  still 
unfilled  by  solid  facts,  to  spots  ui^known  to  observation,  and  to  r^oas 
lighted  only  by  the  dim  and  treacherous  ray  of  speeulation.''  We 
ofled  had,  in  typhoid  fever,  worse  than  these  perplexities.  But  the 
evils  which  beset  the  illustrious  Ohomel  have  been  wholly  removed 
from  our  path.  We  are  no  lon^^er  misled  by  the  treaeherous  lights 
which  conftised  him.  We  are  able  to  avoid  the  quagmires  in  which 
he  sank,  and  through  the  aid  of  the  thermometer,  advance  with  cer- 
tainty to  the  goal  of  positive  diagnosis.  Nor  is  it  in  typhoid  fever 
alone  that  the  thertnometer  is  of  such  decided  value.  The  diseoveiy 
abounds  in  valuable  fruits  in  nearly  every  field  of  pathologj,  indeed 
in  all  pathological  tissue-changes.  The  variation  of  a  single  degree 
above,  or  a  single  degree  below,  the  healthy  standard  of  the  body,  if 
ib  but  persist-  for  a  time,  inlriatiably  d^note^ mischief.    If  the  nereury 
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riseA  above,  it  indicates  one  form  of  diseased  action.  If  it  fails  below, 
ft  points  to  another  and  a  very  different  character  of  disease.  Each 
patbological  state  has  its  determinate  temperature.  On  this  law  all 
the  rest  hinges.  This  is  our  point  of  departure.  From  it  we  pro- 
ceed to  ascertain  the  typical  temperature.  The  thermometer,  while 
thus  enabling  us  to  recognixe  the  special  disease  before  us,  is  equally 
valuable  in  determining  what  progress  the  disease  is  making — whether 
it  is  stationary,  or  moving  toward  health,  or  toward  death. 

Another  important  element  of  modern  progress,  at  which  I  caM 
only  glance,  is  the  reco^ition  of  the  existence  of  certain  diseased 
actions  which  are  self-limited.  A  conspicuous  example  of  this  class 
of  affections  is  furnished  by  intermittent  fever.  Each  of  the  three 
fitages  has  a  determinate  set  of  phenomena,  consuming  a  definite 
amount  of  time.  They  run  their  course.  The  cold  stage  is  succeeded 
by  the  fever — this  is  followed  by  the  sweat,  and  with  its  termination 
the  paroxysm  is  over.  This  paroxysm  of  intermittent  is  typical  of  the 
self-limitations  of  a  variety  of  diseased  actions.  Typhoid  fever  is 
another  example.  Before  the  discovery  of  this  law  of  self-limitation, 
the  practice  in  typhoid  fever  was  active.  The  physician  labored  to 
cut  it  short,  and  the  mortality  was  one  in  three  cases.  Under  the  gui- 
dance of  ttodern  research  the  mortality  has  been  reduced  to  one  in 
twenty-two  cases. 

The  results  of  the  modern  methods  of  studying  both  physiological 
and  pathological  phenomena  are  not  limited  to  the  mere  enlargement 
of  the  domain  of  knowledge  in  these  departments  of  life.  There  is 
A  precision  and  accuracy  of  our  &cts  in  vast  territories  of  human  in- 
teaest,  vhere  in  former  times  men  groped  in  darkness  or  wandered  in 
doubt. 

When  the  microscope  made  possible  the  Cellular  Pathology,  as  ex- 
pounded by  Yirchow,  it  added  another  to  the  long  catalogue  of  obli- 
gations under  which  it  has  placed  the  science  of  medicine.  But  a  little 
over  a  generation  ago,  the  whole  doctrine  of  inflammation  was  in  a 
most  loose  and  confused  condition.  The  term  was  applied  to  diverse 
and  incongruous  phenomena.  The  entity,  which  it  was  held  to  repre- 
sent, was  regarded  as  an  evil,  as  an  enemy,  which  must  be  subdued  at 
all  hazards ;  against  which  a  relentless  war  must  be  waged.  We  have 
now  come  to  look  upon  it  as  often  the  best  ally  that  nature  has  in  her 
service  to  prevent  what  would  otherwise  be  irreparable.  We  now  re- 
gard it  as  an  elevation  of  the  two  processes  of  nutrition — growth  and 

disixUemration.     And  on  these  in  their  normal  state  all  healthful  life  j 
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depends.  When  their  eleystion  is  in  exact  parallelism,  the  processes 
of  inflammation  are  benign.  Their  proper  management  enables  ns  to 
avert  disaster  and  prevent  wide-spread  evils.  The  suffering  connected 
with  the  reparation  of  a  iVactared  bone,  for  example,  may  make  a  86> 
vere  draft  on  our  comfort;  but  it  is  small  indeed  compared  with  the  evils 
of  an  ununited  fracture.  This  American  discovery  of  the  true  relationft 
of  inflammation  and  of  the  processes  of  the  movement  by  which  nature 
*' educes  good  from  evil,"  constitutes  one  of  the  most  important  de- 
velopments ever  made  in  this  department  of  science.  For  instance: 
Under  the  most  skillful  management  of  the^best  practitioners,  when 
the  object  and  the  method  were  to  fight  pneumonia  as  though  it  were 
a  tiger  to  be  destroyed  only  by  successive  blows,  the  recorded  loss  was 
one  in  every  three  cases.  Under  the  beneficent  methods  inaugunted 
by  the  present  enlightened  views  of  inflammation,  the  loss  is  not  otct 
one  in  twenty-five  or  thirty  cases. 

The  question  naturally  arises  here,  what  are  the  signs  of  these  im- 
provements in  medical  science?  Has  the  general  tenure  of  life  been 
increased?  Has  life,  when  compared  with  former  epochs,  been  length- 
ened among  human  beings?  If  neither  of  these  events  has  accompa- 
nied the  march  of  medical  science,  it  may  be  a  march  but  it  is  not 
progress.  Our  boasted  advance  is  as  nothing  if  it  does  not  show  an 
improvement  in  the  health  of  communities,  an  increase  of  the  genenl 
hold  on  life.  Such,  however,  is  the  fact.  The  improvements  in  med- 
ical art  and  medical  science  have  done  both  these  things.  Hen  live 
now  in  better  health  and  for  more  years  on  the  earth  than  they  did  in 
former  times. 

There  are  those  of  our  brethren  who,  shutting  their  eyes  to  the 
daszling  achievements  of  the  present,  point  to  some  remote  past  as  the 
golden  age  of  medicine.  They  seem  to  forget  that  their  very  work  is 
a  standing  refutation  of  the  truth  of  the  picture  they  would  draw- 
*'  There  is  constant  improvement  because  there  is  constant  discontent 
If  we  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  present,  we  should  cease  to  con- 
trive, to  labor,  and  to  save  with  a  view  to  the  future."  Had  not  Louis 
been  discontented  with  what  Broussais  called  "Medical  Science,'*  we 
should  not  now  be  enjoying  the  rich  fruits  of  Louis'  philosophical 
methods.  If  Bright  and  his  co-laborers  had  been  satisfied  with  the 
confused  and  unsafe  tenets  of  what  was  called  renal  pathology,  tbe 
world  might  not  yet  have  been  enriched  with  a  contribution  which  is 
justly  esteemed  among  the  most  inestimable  in  medical  science. 

I  might  continue  this  branch  of  my  subXeet  very  much  longer^  and 
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still  leaTe  it  unexhauBted,  but  time  admooiBlieB  me  tbat  I  must  pass  on. 
I  ha^e  aaid  notliikig  of  what  Banitary  scienoe  hae  done  to  increase  the 
comfbrt  of  living  and  add  to  the  length  of  hvman  life.  And  yet  san- 
itary Bcienee  has  been  created  in  the  half  oent«ry  in  which  we  livei. 
Nor  have  I  time  to  do  more  than  allude  to  statistical  medicine,  a  field 
of  neTer-fsilhig  interest,  in  which  the  laborers  are  bringing  out  most 
important  resnlts;  and  can  only  stop  to  mention  Life  Insurance,  the- 
creation  of  vital  statistics,  itself  a  vast  science — ^productive  of  incal- 
culable benefits  to  society.  Many  other  contributions  made  to  med- 
ical science  in  recent  times  I  must,  for  the  want  of  timcj  pass  by  un- 
noticed. Enough  has  been  said  to  show  to  you  something  of  that 
gratifying  progross  which  it  has  made  in  the  memory  of  physicians 
still  in  their  prime. 

But  this  great  increase  of  our  knowledge  eoneeming  the  nature 
and  results  of  disease  is  by  no  means  necessarily  attended,  as  I  have 
already  had  occasion  to  remark,  by  augmented  power  over  disease. 
The  character  of  the  morbid  processes  may  be  accurately  defined,  and 
yet  we  may  be  wholly  unable  to  correct  them.  Nay,  the  very^  perfec- 
tion of  our  knowledge  may  only  render  us  m<Nre  hopeless  as  to  the 
result  of  all  remedial  efforts.  That  which  our  fathers  treated  as  a  dis- 
order of  function,  we  often,  under  the  clear  light  of  modern  pathology, 
recognise  as  a  disease  of  structure.  IHseases  of  the  liver  and  of  the 
brain  in  which  they  bled  and  purged  with  great  hopes  of  success,  we* 
regard  as  cases  of  disorganisation,  which  afford  no  ground  of  hope. 
Nor  in  the  utmost  improvement  of  our  therapeutics  can  we  ever  ez-> 
pect  to  find  a  cure  for  all  the  morbid  conditions  which  may  be  revealed* 
by  pathology.  A  boundary  has  been  set  to  the  operations  of  the  hn-- 
man  body.  Its  machinery  must  wear  out  and  run  down«  Age  ob- 
structs and  deranges  its  organisation.  The  days  of  our  lives  havo' 
been  limited  to  three-score  years  and  ten,  and  thougjL  by  reason  o£ 
uncommon  vigor  they  may  be  occasionally  extended  beyond  four  score* 
years,  still,  f^om  the  very  nature  of  the  frame,  it  must  at  last  experi- 
ence decay;  and  alchemy  there  is  none  by  whieh  i^  can- recover  it» 
health^  action.  But  apart  from  this  natural  decay  of  the  organs  of 
our  bodies,  we  are  servile  still  to  those  ^*  skyey  influences,"  as  they 
have  been  termed,  which  have  long  waged  so  successful  a  wttrfarC' 
against  our  race.  Thrwigh  them  intractable  diseases  continuet  to-  find 
their  way  into  our  systems.  Unwise  marriages,  too,  aid  in  makitain- 
ing  the  list  of  incurable  disorders.  '  The  unhealthy  organisation  of 
parents  is  entailed  upon  their  ofbpring,  and  the  free«wiU  e£  fiither& 
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and  mothers  becomes  the  ized  &te  of  tketr  ehiMfen.  Canoer,  con- 
samptioD,  insanity,  and  mental  imbeeility  are  among  tho  diseases  thus 
transmitted  from  one  generation  to  another.  Added  to  the  rest,  sen- 
sual indulgence  comes  in  still  ftuiher  to  swell  the  catalogue  of  hope* 
less  maladies,  doTcloping  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  degeneration  of  the 
kidneys,  induration  or  softening  of  the  brain,  and  other  perrersions  of 
strncture  as  irremediable  as  the  changes  of  organisation  wrought  bj 
age.  By  all  these  causes  morbid  states  of  the  organism  are  induced, 
which,  in  the  present  condition  of  our  art,  we  have  no  power  of  cor- 
recting, and  which,  to  the  end  of  time,  must  remain  inonxable. 

But,  while  we  are  obliged  to  admit  that  the  practice  has  not  kept 
pace  with  the  science  of  medicine,  and  can  easily  see  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  case  it  can  never  attain  to  that  state  of  completeness  of 
which  the  science  is  capable,  still  it  is  flagrant  iignstiee  to  our  thera- 
peutics to  afirm,  as  some  are  known  to  do,  that  they  have  not  advanced 
at  all.  Concede  to  ancient  medicine  all  that  is  claimed  for  it  by  the 
most  ardent  admirers  of  antiquity.  Grant  .that  the  physicians  of  the 
age  of  Homer,  the  earliest  of  whom  we  have  any  report,  were  men  of 
real  skill,  and  made  great  cures  among  the  soldiers  of  Agamemnon. 
I  do  admit  it  freely,  for  the  reverence,  approaching  idolatry,  in  which 
they  were  held,  proves  them  benefactors  of  their  people,  I  grant, 
also,  that  Hippocrates  was  a  great  physician,  as  well  as  a  true  philoso- 
pher.  I  admit  the  claims  of  Galen  and  Dioacorides  to  having  admin- 
istered medicines  .wisely  and  well.  I  give  full  credit  to  Paracelsus, 
who  was  not  content  to  sit  patiently  by  the  bedside  of  the  sick  and 
trust  their  cure  to  the  vu  nuduxUrix  naturm^  but  insisted  on  coming 
in  with  his  heroic  chemicals  and  dispelling  disease  by  their  force. 
I  can  believe  that  Basil  Valentine,  mounted  on  his  currm  triumphalu 
aniimoniif  though  he  may  sometimes  have  driven  it  too  £tst,  and  not 
always  safely,  yet  made  important  cures  by  his  active  remedies.  I 
heartily  admit  the  practical  skill  of  the  learned  Borhaave,  and  that 
the  observant  Sydenham  was  a  safe,  a  judicious  and  a  suooesaful  prac- 
titioner. All  this  is  conceded  to  the  art  of  former  times.  Medicine,  in 
a  word,  I  believe,  has  been  in  all  its  stages  a  boon  to  mankind. 

Further  than  all  this,  I  concede  to  the  skeptics,  who  call  In  ques- 
tion the  value  of  curative  medicine,  that  many  diseases  which  were 
formerly  thought  to  be  amenable  to  treatment  are  self-lisuted,  and  run 
a  determinate  coarse,  uninfluenced  by  drugs.  I  agree  that  medicines 
have  been  many  times  given  iiijudioiously,  and  tiiat  they  may  he  still 
sometimes  abused.    I  readily  grant  that,  m  many  cases,  the  only  ra- 
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iional  eotiTM  for  the  physioisn  is  to  aMiBt  DsiiiTe  in  ber  carative  ef- 
forts. My  old  fHend,  onoe  an  eminent  practitioner,  of  tliis  city,  was, 
I  have  no  doubt,  often  right  when  he  said  to  his  hypochondriacal  pa- 
tients, <^  Take  fooi  adviide,**  in  answer  to  their  daily  question,  ''What 
shall  I  take?"  H^d  justly  esteemed  words  to  be  quite  as  efficacious 
as  bread  pills  or  homosopathic  pellets,  and  saw  no  need  for  aetiye  med- 
ication la  tikeiir  cases. 

But,  with  all  these  concessions,  I  hold  firmly  to  the  remedial 
powers  of  our  art.  Cures  are  no  less  a  fact  than  disease  and  death. 
As  well  say  that  steam  has  not  sped  the  oomraeree  of  the  world,  or 
electricity  quickened-  communication  among  the  people  of  the  earth 
as  to  dispute  the  useAilness  of  medicine.  We  of  this  scheol  believe 
in  cnratiTe  medicine.  We  are  persuaded  that  there  is  an  unequivocal 
potency  for  good  in  many  of  our  remedial  agents,  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  these  is  constantly  increasing.  We  repudiate  utterly  the  no- 
tion, that  the  proper  proceeding  in  practice  19  to  leave  nature  to  her- 
self IB  her  contests  with  dieease.  We  entirely  agree  with  the  old  wri- 
ter on  medidne,  who  held  that  it  "is  scarce  honorable  to  physicians, 
and  would  be  very  disgracefbl  to  i^  science  of  physic,  if  it  afforded 
no  bettor  assistance  than  looking  on  to  see  whether  life  or  death  is  to 
be  the  result  of  their  coming  twice  a  day,  and  receiving  so  many  guin- 
eas." We  entertein  no  doubt  of  the  ability  of  physicians,  as  well 
to  arrest  disease  inite  fatel  march,  as  to  avert  ite  incursions,  and  to  miti- 
gatoand  alleviate  ite  suffering.  Never,  in  any  former  age,  we  are  persua- 
ded, was  the  healing  art  so  effbctive,  as,  assuredly,  it  was  never  before 
so  enlightened,  as  now.  Like  medical  science,  ^ough  not  so  rapidly,  it 
is  stfll  steadily  gaining  upon  the  darkness.  The  remedies  we  prescribe 
are  not,  ia  o«e  sense,  so  active  as  those  that  were  in  vogue  half  a  cen- 
tury ago.  They  diirturb  the  systems  of  our  patiente  less;  but  they 
are  adminiatered  with  far  more  precise  knowledge  of  all  their  effecte. 
The  power  of  remedial  agente  over  disease  is  greater  than  ever  it  was 
before.  The  good  aoeomplished  by  them  was,  at  no  time,  ever  so 
great,  and,  what  ie  hardly  infsrior  praise,  the  mischief  done  by  them 
was  never  so  small.  The  practice  of  physic,  while  it  is  gaining  in  cer* 
teinty,  is  also  flist  patting  off  t^e  repulsive  mein  which  ite  harsh  medi-  . 
cation  long  compelled  it  to  wear,  and  is  assuming  a  guise  that  renders 
it  "a  pleasure  and  a  strength"  to  the  sick.  Our  remedies  are  as  nu- 
merous as  ever  they  were,  and  some  of  them  we  still  give  in  herculean 
doses;  but  they  are  not  so  nauseous  as  thoee  which  fcrmed  the  mate- 
ria medita  of  our  medical  forefathers.    We  battle  not  so  much  with 
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disease  as  they  did,  but  attend  more  to  the  diatheses  and  the  Tital 
forces  of  our  patients.    Disoriminating  between  diseases  which  aie 
amenable  to  treatment,  and  those  which  tend  always  to  death ;  be- 
tween those  which  may  be  out  short  by  medicine,  and  those  which  ran 
a  determinate  coarse  in  spite  of  medicine;  the  physician  of  our  day 
has  learned  when  to  interpose  with  active  remedies,  when  to  wait  upon 
nature  and  only  attempt  to  aid  her  recuperatiye  efforts,  and  when  nothing 
is  reserved  for  his  art  bnt  <*  to  soothe  the  victim  no  device  oan  save." 
Rheumatism,  which  it  was  for  a  longtime  believed  no  remedies  could 
cut  short,  we  now  arrest  with  great  certainty  by  appropriate  treat- 
ment, and,  in  addition   to  this,  those  dreaded  heart  complications 
which  formerly  constituted  its  most  serious  danger,  are  effeotoallj 
obviated  by  the  modern  methods  of  cure.     Life  has  been  lengthened 
in  phthisis  many  years,  and  the  results  of  recent  efforts  at  arresting 
the  disease  in  its  incipient  stage  justify  the  hope  that  the  diathesis  in 
which  it  has  its  origin  may  be  finally  overcome,  and  so  the  complaint, 
which  now  carries  off  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  human  race  may  be 
practically  abolished.     Epilepsy,  which  has  always  been  regarded  as 
one  of  our  most  intractable  disorders,  is  now  cured  in  many  instances. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  tetanus.    Great  improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  treatment  of  asthma,  and  of  all  nervous  affections.    Id 
alleviative  medicine  we  have  witnessed  in  our  own  times  achievements 
which  border  upon  the  marvelous^-Hliscoveries  which,  in  importance 
to  the   human    family,  rival   anything  in  modern  science  or  art 
For  will  not  ansosthesia  compare  fiivorably  with  the   electric  tel- 
egraph,  the  great  invention  of  our  century,  and,   I   nuy  add,  of 
our  country?     The  telegraph,  indeed,  had  been  foreshadowed  by 
cumbrous   instruments,    and    we    were  in  some  sort  prepared  for 
its  final  triumph,  by  which  continents  are  enabled  to  speak  to  eseb 
other  across  the  ocean  as  if  face  to  face.     But  when  the  surmise  was 
ventured  by  Dr.  iUuh,  that  an  agent  would  in  time  be  discovered  by 
which  all  pain  would  be  annalled,  while  the  necessary  processes  of 
parturition  should  go  on  undisturbed,  his  prediction  sounded  like  a 
dream.    No  one  seemed  to  be  looking  for  its  realization,  and  yet  all, 
and  more  than  he  predicted,  has  been  fulfilled.    Pain  is  held  in  abey- 
ance by  our  anaesthetics.    Operations  from  which^torture  was  formerly 
inseparable  are  now  performed  while  the  subject  is  asleep.    Children 
in  convulsions  are  at  once  made  tranquil.     Dislocations  are  reduced  by 
easy  efforts,  of  which  the  sufferer  is  scarcely  conscious.    Throes  the 
most  painful  known  to  the  human  frame  are  endured  while  the  patient 
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is  the  subject  of  pleasant  dreams.  Limbs  are  amputated,  calculi  are 
extracted  from  tbe  bladder,  great  tumors  are  remoyed  with  so  little 
disturbance,  that  patients  are  continual! j  waking  up  after  the  terrific 
operation  is  over  and  asking  tbe  surgeon,  ^Are  you  ready  to  begin  ?'^ 

I  might  go  on  for  s  long  time  remarking  upon  the  improrements  of 
modern  medicine,  but  I  should  weary  the  patience  of  the  audience 
which  honors  us  with  its  presence ;  and,  besides,  this,  is  the  less  neces- 
sary to  you,  since,  in  the  several  courses  of  lectures  before  you,  it  will 
be  the  business  of  your  teachers  to  instruct  you  in  these  discoyeries* 
The  thermometer  in  disease,  hyj^odermic  lujectfons  as  a  means  of 
medication,  the  ophthalmoscope,  the  laryngoscope,  the  microscope,  the 
atomisation  of  medicines,  the  sphygmograph,  tbe  improved  methods 
of  treatment  in  epilepsy  and  asthma  and  in  all  other  maladies,  all 
w]ll  come  up  in  their  proper  places,  and  I  may  with  propriety  pass 
them  by  this  evening.  When  you  shall  have  heard  all  that  is  to  be 
said  of  medicine  as  it  now  stands,  you  will  be  prepared  to  form  a  just 
estimate  of  the  progress  which  it  has  made  in  the  years  since  most  of 
you  were  born. 

This  rapid  advance  in  medical  and  surgical  science  and  aort  is  due 
mainly  to  the  wiser  methods  by  which  they  have  been  onltivated  in 
modem  times.  For,  while  it  is  true  that  in  every  age  of  medicine 
some  have  pursued  it  in  a  philosophical  spirit,  with  the  mass  of  medi- 
cal men  the  worst  processes  have  obtained.  All,  ft>r  centuries  to- 
gether, was  blind  devotion  to  authority,  mere  guess,  vague  conjecture,, 
wild  speculation. 

"  Wd  lUrcat  ny  *ti8  flMt,  th«i  Itet  It  to  ; 
Ho  fcoof  M  tbUiI  am  *  word  of  hit.'* 

That  Galen  said  it  was  so,  was  proof  enough  of  the  fi^t  rnHk  medical 
men  for  more  than  a  thousand  years.  He  dissected  iiKMikeys,  and  in- 
ferred from  their  anatomy  what  was  the  structure  of  the  human  body. 
When  human  subjects  were  at  last  dissected,  and  it  was  ascertained 
that  Galen*s  descriptions  did  not  apply  to  them,  the  inference  with  hisi. 
disciples  was  that  the  hwmanr  body  had  changed.  Nature  might  vary 
in  her  course,  but  their  great  master  could  net  err. 

For  many  centuries  the  work  of  our  fathers  in  medicine  was  but 
Httle  e!se  than  system -building.  A  disciple  ef  the  old  philosopher  of 
Cos  now  and  then  made  experiments  and  observations,  and  multiplied 
facts  which  have  come  down  to  us ;  but  the  large  body  of  those  whose 
names  remaiu  were  dreamers.  They  spun  out  theories  in  theiv  olosete 
to  be  adopted,  and  sworn  by,  and  practiced  upon,  by  the  multitudexof' 
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their  fonowen.  The  chief  business  of  every  physician  who  felt  him- 
self capable  of  adyanoiDg  medical  science  was  to  frame  a  theory  of 
disease!  This  wm  deemed  the  great  desideratam  in.  medicine.  To 
this  hard  problem  the  medical  mind  of  all  nations  was  laboriously 
direoted,  firom  the. age  of  Galen  down  to  the  times  in  which  we  live. 
Each  medief^l  philoi^>pher  had  the  task  befoie  him,  first  to  overthrow 
the  th^ry  of  hiarpredeceBspry  and  thea,  upon  its  ruins,  to  erect  one  of 
his  own.  These  wire*drawn  speculations,  m«re  futile  than  the  reveriet 
of  the  alohemistSf  the  wmk  of  scholars  surrounded  by  their  libraries, 
conatitute.  the  body  of  the  medical  literature  in  which  the  history  of 
•our*  arjt  is  written.  First  came  the  hypothesis  of  hot  and  cold,  mois- 
tiure  and  dryness,  explaining  by  their  reciprocal  influence  all  morbid 
4iotion)  and  thia  thdory  had  an  enduring  reign.  Then  was  proposed 
a.  theory  of  relaxation  and  otirerbracing,  which  accounted  for  all  the 
phenomena  of  disease.  Later,  the  fiery  arehaous  of  Van  Helmont  and 
the  rational  soul  of  Stahl,  watching  over  the  human  body,  were  created 
to  CKplain  all  the  functions  of  the  animal  economy,  and  the  origin  of 
all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.  Then  appeared  the  mechanical  theory 
of  'Mentoir  and  morbid  viscidity"  of  the  blood;  to  be  followed  by  the 
chemical  hypothesis  of  hostijie  alkalies  and  acids  pervading  and  dis- 
turbing the  economy*  The  theories  of  Boerhaave  and  CuUen  suc- 
oeeded  to  thepe;  and  they  were  met  by  the  speculations  of  Brown, 
who  resolved  all  diseases  into  the  ^^ sthenic''  or  the  *' asthenic"  class, 
4ittd  found  in  the  lancet  or  in  bruidy  a  remedy  for  them  all.  At  last 
America  produced  a  teaeher  ready  to  grapple  with  the  great,  many- 
eided  question,  and  propound  a  theory  of  disease.  Our  great  Rush 
«aw  unity  in  the  midst  of  contrariety.  Disease,  according  to  him,  is  a 
unit.  One  of  hi0  illustrious  pupils,  Dr.  John  Esten  Cooke,  was  tlu 
first  Profeoeor  of  Theory  and  Practioe  in  this  school,  and  he,  too,  had 
his  ^eory.  Prof.  Cooke  is  worthy  of  special  mention  here  as  the  last 
of  the  theoriflta  in  our  country.  Be  is  worthy  of  special  mention  ob 
.  anothev  aeeou»t--as  furnishing,  in  his  lifo  of  fidelity  to  moral. and 
ohristinn  prineiple,  an  example  worthy  of  the  imitation  of  all  young 
men.  He  was  one  of  the  truest  men  I  have  ever  known — one  of  the 
firmest,  bmveet,  moat  oonsoientious  and  upright  He  waa.  besides,  a 
logician  and  n  pfcilosnphei^-i^tient,  labcurious,  cautious  and  learned. 
Be  forged  a  chain  of  avgnment  so  compact  and  connected  that  few 
ntudenta  cefuld  resiat  hia  logical  conclusions.  He  believed  implicitly 
in  the  tsnth  of  all  Aat  he  taught,  and  showed  by  his  manner  that  it 
was  a  lo««  of  truth  and  not  of  viotory  that  impelled  him  to  press  his 
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eoovietioDB  apoD  his  pupils.  His  Has  arery  si«i]^e  theory-^ Aat  of 
eongestion.  It  was  easily  vndentood.  The  btaaokas  «f  4he  Tena  cava, 
embraoiDg  particularly  the  veiDS  of  the  Irver,  Ib  »  elate  t>f  engoi^' 
ment  from  inreakened  action  of  the  heart — this  it^as,  he  held,  which 
caused  fbyer,  cholera,  dyspepsia,  diseases  of  the  liver,  brain ;  in  a  word, 
all  that  might  be  traced  to  venous  congestios..  His  pmetiee  grew 
naturally  out  of  his  theory,  and  was  eoirespoBdingly  simple.  It  con- 
sisted in  the  use  of  remedies  which  promoted  Uliary  seorelion.  First, 
middle  and  last  it  was  to  purge — to  promote  oo&flitflett  alvitte  evaona- 
tioDS.  This  theory,  accounting  so  plausibly  I6r  many  morUd  pheno- 
mena, and  supported  by  suoh  an  array  of  instanoes  as  its  learned  author 
adduced  in  its  defense,  was  generally  accepted  by  the  impils  of  the 
gifted  professor,  and  for  many  years  it  exerted  a  wide  iaiuenee  over 
the  practice  of  the  South.  The  practice,  indeed,  modiied  in  many 
respects,  still  holds  its  ground  with  most  of  those  who  eat  under  the 
lectures  of  this  great  and  good  man.  Bat  no<  advocate  of  the  theory 
is  now  found,  and  with  it  theorising  nay  be  said  to  hatve  eeaaed  in  the 
school.  It  is  referred  to  on  this  oceaeion  as  aa  istwesting  relie  of  the 
past,  being  the  last  effort  here  to  frame  a  system  of  medioine. 

When  such  was  medicine,  students  flocked  to  the  schools  where 
renowned  masters  taught,  not  to  witness  expefiments  and  operations, 
not  to  make  dmsections,  or  see  disease  in  its  many  shapes,  but  to  hear 
them  expound  their  systems  and  listen  to  the  details  of  their  ezperi- 
ence.  Thus  the  great  Boerhaave  sat  for  years  in  his  chair,  aiLeyden, 
with  pupils  gathered  round  him  from  alt  parts  ci  the  world,  trading 
his  lectures  on  "peccant  humors,"  describing  the  fierce  contests  of 
acids  and  alkalies  in  the  system,  explaining  hew  the  blood  was  to  be 
thinned  by  lenitives,  and  purified  by  sudorifics;  and  this  wasrthe  best 
method  of  teaehiag  medicine  that  then  ocearred  to  the  SMdieal  mind 
of  the  world.  True,  late  in  life,  Boerhaave  returned  to  the  prooesses 
of  observation  and  experience  inculcated  by  the  Father  of  Medicine, 
and  opened  a  hospital  in  which  he  lectured  tehas  pupils-on  the  history 
of  the  diseases  before  him.  Clinical  medi<aBe|  newer  whoUy  neglected 
during  all  the  reign  of  theory,  thenceforward  oooii|>ied  a  more,  promi- 
nent place  in  most  of  the  schools.  But  it  oontimed  to  be  incidental 
and  subordinate.  The  leading  purpose  of  the  p9|^  ^  before,  was 
still  to  listen  to  the  lectures  of  a  great  teaober.  Bush,  Hosack,  Da- 
vidge  and  Brown  Tcsorted  to  Edinbuif^  from  Aajwiea  to  hear  Gullen 
lecture  aad  learn  Oullen's  system^  as  Ck&llen  had  gb&e^  before  totljeyden 
to  listen  to  Boerhaave.    They  returned  home  to  in^Utwte  a  aimilar 
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mode  of  iMrtraeiKHi.  Sittiag  ig  Ui^ir  ch*ir8  in  New  York,  Pkikd«l- 
phia,  BaUimore  or  Lexington,  they  road  to  o«r  fathen  and  preoeptors 
their  iMureAdlj-mrilien  preleetions  on  diaetsO)  and  vnfolded  at  length 
their  theories  of  medicine.  Their  pupils  resorted  to  the  schools  where 
thejr  taaght  to  hear  what  they  pro/etiedi  to  drink  in  draughts  of  wis- 
dom from  their  lipS|  and  to  be  guided  in  praoUce  by  their  doctriiMfi. 
In  the  cooraes  of  lectures  upon  which  they  waited  they  witnessed  « 
few  chemical  ezpeiittieata,  made,  perhaps,  some  cursory  dissectioas, 
aaw  an  occMional  bit  of  surgery,  and  walked  the  wards  of  the  hospitals 
in  crowda  to  hear  remarks  made  on  patients  whom  they  were  not  able 
to  see.  But  their  chief  purpose  in  going  to  the  schools  was  to  hear 
great  teachers,  not  to  use  their  hands  or  eyes.  Their  highest  ambition 
was  to  aaater  the  theories  of  some  illustrious  professor.  His  philos- 
ophy was  to  be  their  guiding  principle — his  recipes  their  anchor  in 
praetioe.  Demeoslration  was  the  aocident,  dissertations  were  the  rale. 
Material  helps  were  nothing;  the  professors  were  everything.  One 
great  name  often  made  the  acheoL  The  cbemiBt  read  flrom  his  chair 
acconnis  of  the  Mwly-diacoTered  oxygen,  carbonic  acid^  chlorine,  and 
hydrogen,  oareflilly  sealed  up  in  glass  bottles ;  and  the  professor  of 
anatomy  read  minute  descrii^ons  of  bones  and  blood  yeseels,  muscles 
and  nerrea*  Dr.  Drake  relates  of  himself  that  the  first  task  assigned 
him  on  eommoBoing  the  study  of  medicine,  was  to  commit  to  memory 
Gheaselden  on  the  bonea  and  Innes  on  the  muscles,  without  a  skeleton, 
or  so  much  as  a  plate  to  lighten  his  laborious  duty. 

How  completely  all  tdis  has  been  changed  in  our  day  I  need  lot 
point  out  to  you  at  any  great  length.  You  are  all  aware  how  largely 
demonatraitions  now  enter  into  every  course  of  medioal  instruction.  It 
18  not  menly  to  hear  bat  to  see,  as  well,  that  etudenta  now  repair  to 
the  medioal  colleges.  When  a  young  man,  now  nearly  twenty  years 
ago,  I  took  the  ground  in  some  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
make  before  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  its  meeting  in 
Cincinnati,  that  medical  schools  must  rest  upon  hospitals  and  other 
public  charities,  whore  diaease  in  its  progress  and  terminations  might 
be  studied ;  that  the  sites  for  them  were  not  sequestered  Tillages  or 
quiet  country  towns,  places  the  most  fkTorable  to  the  study  of  books, 
but  in  the  din  and  bastle  of  crowded  cities,  where  most  casualties  occur, 
and  the  greatest  number  of  sick  people  are  treated  at  the  public 
expense.  I  contended  that  Um  aehools  which  had  not  the  means  of 
imparting  elinioal  instracMon  on  an  ample  scale  must  eventually  decsy. 
These  views,  it  is  nafe  to  say,  are  those  which  are  now  universally 
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accepted  in  regard  to  medical  teaching,    the  maxim  of  tbe  profession 
baa  come  to  be,  no  elinical  /actHtte$,  no  medical  tehool,     Tbe  scbools 
are  now  made  by  tbe  cHnies  and  tbe  otber  means  of  demonstration. 
Tbe  great  scbools  of  tbe  world  in  onr  day  are  fonnd  wbere  tbere  is 
most  to  be  learned  by  observation — ^wbere  tbere  are  tbe  most  subjects 
for  tbe  stndy  of  anatomy,  tbe  most  patients  for  tbe  stndy  of  disease, 
tbe  greaiesl  number  of  surgical  operations  to  be  seen,  tbe  largest  and 
best-arranged  laboratories,  and  tbe  best  cabinets  and  museums  illus- 
trating ail  tbe  fltcts  in  tbe  bistory  of  disease.    Mind  is  as  indispensable 
as  ever  to  direot  in  tbe  scbools.    Mind  must  preside  over  and  marsbal 
tbe  materials,  educe  from  tbem  and  indicate  tbe  lessons  tbey  teach, 
and  guide  tbe  yoong  student  in  bis  course  of  study.    Teachers  tbere 
must  be  still,  not  less  than  laboratories  and  museums,  hospitals  and 
subjeelB*— teachers  formed  by  nature  as  well  as  by  education  to  teach — 
teachers  who  have  tbe  gift  of  utterance  as  well  as  tbe  necessary  stores 
of  knowledge.    Without  them,  all  material  aids  are  unavailing.    No 
amount  of  apparatus,  no  number  of  diseased  people  will  make  a 
physician  without  a  master.    But  tbe  master,  now-a-days,  is  nothing 
without  the  subjeetB  and  the  apparatus.    Tou  would  laugh  to  scorn  a 
professor  of  anatomy  who  should  come  before  you  with  a  written 
deseriptioa  of  tbe  eye  instead  of  the  eye  itself,  or  a  model  exhibiting 
its  structure.    Tou  would  not  listen  long  to  your  most  eloquent  teacher 
of  chemistry  if  be  should  content  himself  with  reading  to  you  about 
the  reaction  of  agents  hermetically  sealed  up  in  glass  jars.    Pupils 
no  longer  accept  tbe  ipu  dixit  of  their  instructor.     Tbey  no  longer 
swear  in  tbe  words  of  some  great  master.    They  demand  proof  of  all 
that  is  asserted.     The  question  with  tbem  is,  not  what  says  the  teacher, 
but  what  are  tbe  deductions  to  be  made  from  a  series  of  clinical  cases? 
What  do  the  statistics  of  the  matter  teach,  not  what  tbe  professor 
believes,  is  the  great  inquiry.     And  be  is  tbe  iucceuful  teacher  who 
enriches  tbe  minds  of  bis  pupils  with  the  greatest  number  of  valuable 
ftcts — who,  at  tbe  same  time  that  be  makes  tbem  learned  ab'out  disease, 
makes  tbem  also  bandy  in  its  treatment — who  brings  before  them  human 
ailments  in  the  greatest  variety  of  forms,  and  instructs  them  bow  they 
may  be  best  remedied. 

This,  indeed,  is  the  ideal  which  every  conscientious  teacher  holds 
steadily  in  his  mind,  and  toward  which  all  bis  efforts  are  directed — to 
show  bow  disease  is  to  be  cured — to  be  cured  safely,  speedily,  and 
with  tbe  least  discomfort  to  the  sufferer.  To  this  noble  end  all  your 
studies  have  reference.     It  is  in  the  expectation  of  being  taught  your 
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profesaipQ,  u»cler  the  beft  iiglits  and  in  ita  moat  adTanced  state,  ^^ 
yott  have  come  here  to  follow  the.  several  cottnes  of  lectmes  in  this 
institution.  Yqu  expect  to  be  taught  by  this  iiMalty  how-to  cure  dis- 
ease, or  how  to  prevent  it^  and  how.  to  prolong  huaian  life  and  sUe- 
viate  human  suffering.  These  just  expeotations,  I  believe,  will  not  be 
disappointed. .  We  greatly  deceive  ourselves  if  this  school  is  not  fash- 
ioned after  the  ideal  which  I  have  attempted  to  hold  up  before  yen 
as  a  perfect  sohooL  It  will  be  onr  constant,  endeavor  to  render  our 
courses  of  instruetiofi  uaefiil  to  you — ^to  illustrate  everything  that  san 
be  made  more  plain  or  impressive  by  models,  or  appar«tusy  or  morbid 
preparations,  or  the  living  subjects  of  disesee.  We  are  nothu^  if  not 
practical.  We  claim  none  of  the  respect  of  the  profesnon  if  we  are 
not  upon  the  true  line  of  professional  improvement,  and  if  At  atyle 
of  our  teaching  is  not  acoosding  to  the  spirit  <^  the  age  and  up  to  the 
most  improved  method. of  the  times.  Not  that  we  profoea  to  preaeat 
to  you  a  perfect  school  of  medicine.  Ear  from  it.  Impeifootion  at- 
taches to  all  human  institutions.  Medicine  itself  is  progiseaive,  and 
not  until  it  has  reached  its  utmost  limits  of  development  can  medisal 
teaching  attain  to  per£Detion.  But  we  claim  to  be  on  the  alert  to 
catch  the  first  intelligence  of  any  advance  in  the  seienoe  of  the  art, 
and  to  have  adopted  whatever  there  is  of  wise  iaaovntion  In  the  meth- 
ods of  teaching  medicine  in  our  day.  Clinical  in  design  from  the  be- 
ginning, we  are  striving  to  make  the  University  more  and  more  a 
school  of  Clinieal  Medicine.  If  any  of  its  earlier  pupils  should  le- 
turn  here  this  winter,  they  would  find  us  in  the  path  which  Caldwell 
and  Drake  aought  to  tread  when  they  were  here— still  drawing  lessons 
of  practice  from  the  records  of  hospitals,  infirmaries,  and  dispeuaa- 
ries,  but  with  ampler  materials  than  our  city  afforded  at  thai  early 
day.  They  would  miss  most  of  the  familiar  names  which  first  gave 
lustre  to  the  school^  but  they  would  freely  admit,  I  am  sure,  thai  we 
have  made  some  improvements  upon  the  teachings  of  ouc  iUustriona 
predecessors.  Not  only  would  they  find  the  number  of  chairs  in  the 
University  increased,  but  would  remark  that  far  more  attention  is  given 
to  making  every  part  of  every  course  demonstrative  isud  practical. 
And  so  you,  when  you  shall  return  to  your  AknQ  Maier  at  some  dis- 
tant day  will  in  all  probability  find  some  of  us  gone;  but  our  places, 
I  doubt  not,  will  be  filled  by  those  who  will  bear  our  ben^n  profes- 
sion forward  after  us,  as  we  claim  to  have  carried  it  beyond  the  point 
where  our  ancestors  left  it,  and  improve  upon  our  method  of  taaohing, 
as  we  think  we  have  improved  upon  theirs.     The  institution  can  not 
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^pcnriali,  bnt  will  grow  with  the  growth  itnd  strengthen  with  the  strength 
of  the  city  which  endowed  it  with  its  ample  grounds,  its  spacious  edi- 
fice and  its  rich  library  and  suites  of  apparatus.  The  building  may 
fall  a  prey  again  to  devouring  fire,  but  its  vigilant  trustees  see  to  it 
that  prevision  is  constantly  made  for  its  reconstruction  in  case  of  such 
an  accident  Its  means  for  imparting  medical  instruetion  will  be  aug- 
mented every  year  with  the  growing  population  and  resources  of  our 
city.  A  third  of  a  century,  the  time  not  yet  quite  elapsed  since  its 
name  first  appeared  in  the  catalogue  of  American  medical  schools,  is 
a  very  brief  period  in  the  history  of  a  foundation  such  as  it  ia.  The 
institution  indeed  may  be  said  with  perfect  propriety  to  be  yet  in  its 
infancy.  Your  remote  descendants,  when  any  of  them,  infiuenced  by 
your  example,  repair  to  it  to  be  instructed  in  the  healing  art,  as  you 
have  done  this  evening,  will  find  it  only  the  more  vigorous  for  its  ac- 
cumulated years,  and  richer  in  everything  pertaining  to  me.dieal  teach- 
ing. Its  corps  of  teachers,  progressive  meya  still,  as  I  can  not  doubt 
they  will  be,  earnest,  energetic,  aealously  laboring  for  the  advancement 
of  medicine,  still  abreast  with  the  discoveries  of  thieix  times  and  con- 
tributing to  their  nnmber^  not  less  elevated  In  moral  tone  than  dia- 
tioguished  for  prefessionai  learning  and  skill,  will  advance  its  claims 
still  higher  to  the  respect  of  the  profession  and  the  gratitude  of  men. 


UPON  THE  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  EPITHELIUM  AND 
BLOOD,  PUS,  CHYLE  AND  LYMPH  CELLS. 


BY  J.  OiJtmfXB,  X.  D.,  BEDFOBD,  IND. 


There  are  sveral  varieties  of  epithelium,  and  they  have  names 
more  or  leas  ajbitrarj. 

That  which  forms  the  epidermis  b  '^ squamous;"  that  of  the  cho- 
roid coat  of  the  eye,  is  '<  tessellated ; "  that  of  the  intestines,  is  "pris- 
matic," or  "conoidal;"  that  of  the  bronchii,  is  <* ciliated;"  and  that 
of  the  liver,  kidneys,  lymphatics,  Ac,  is  "glandular." 

Each  of  these  types  has  its  modifications,  which  insensibly  run  into 
^her  types;  so  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  tell  precisely  which  class  an 
Sjudividnal  specimen  belongs  in. 

There  are  two  great  divisions  into  which  they  should  be  separated, 
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according  to  their  phyBiologieal  fanctioDS.     The  offices  performed  bj 
them  should  be  the  index  of  tl^ir  belonging. 

Nearly  all  flat  epitheliuni  is  protective  in  its  character,  and  ex- 
pends all  of  its  energy  in  keeping  off  violent  or  destructive  inibences 
from  tissues  beneath,  and  reducing  friction  to  its  minimum  in  oppo- 
sing surfaces.  The  squamous  epithelium  of  the  dermoid  structure  acts 
as  a  shielding  armor  to  the  delicate  nerve  filaments  that  form  such  a 
closely  interlacing  plexus  of  sensititive  fibers  through  every  part  of 
the  vera  cutis  and  rete  mucosum. 

"Without  this,  every  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  body  would  be 
the  seat  of  most  exeruoiating  pain  whenever  touched — no  matter  low 
slightly — by  any  foreign  body. 

Tessellated  epithetium  is  akin  to  the  squamous,  but  is  more  regi- 
lar  in  form,  the  edges  of  the  cells  fitting  accurately  together,  without 
overlapping^  as  in  the  previously  described  kind.  The  skin  of  the 
frog  shows  this  in  the  most  beautiful  manner. 

The  membranes  of  serous  sacks  are  covered  with  tessellated  epi- 
thelium, which  is  so  smooth  that  the  continuous  gliding  of  the  sar- 
faces  over  each  other,  as  in  the  respiratory  act,  or  in  the  peristaltic 
motions  of  the  intestines,  is  entirely  unnoticed. 

The  epithelium  of  serous  membranes  has  the  power  of  secretiog 
a  limited  quantity  of  fiuid  for  lubricating  purposes,  which  is  the  true 
synovia. 

Sometimes  the  secretory  action  becomes  excessive,  in  which  case 
a  dropsy  of  the  part  results.  At  othex  times,  ^through  the  influence 
of  morbid  agency,  the  secretion  is  entirely  suppressed,,  and  a  tniD-ttf 
morbid  action  follows,  which  is  of  lasting  damage*. 

The  friction  sound  of  pleurisy  is  so  oause^ ;  as  is,,  also,  the  creat- 
ing heard  in  the  joints  is  articular  rheumatism. 

Idiopathic  peritonitis  eommences  with  an  unnatural  dryness  oi  ita 
epithelial  surfaces. 

The  involvement  of  serous  membranes  in  inflammatory  proces8e» 
is  always  more  painful  than  when  mucous  membranes  alone  are  af- 
fected, because  of  friction  (motion)  existing  as  a  normal  conditioD. 
The  gliding  of  the  surfaces  is  unnoticed  when  the  parts  are  in  health, 
but  it  becomes  unbearable  in  disease. 

Glandular  epithelium  is  found  in  the  tubuli  of  the  kidneys,  in  the 
ducts  running  through  the  general  system  of  lymphatic  glands,  in  the 
entire  body,  and  in  certain  special  localities.  It  has  an  office  separate 
and  distinct  from  that  of  protection;  though  that  is  probably  em- 
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braced  in  it  in  a  subordinate  sense.     Its  principal  mission  is  secretion 
and  elaboration. 

Under  the  bead  of  elaboration  we  must  include  the  excreted  fluids 
t)f  bile,  urine,  and  perspiration.  There  are  other  minor  secretiohs, 
as  cerumen  of  th^  ear  and  meibomian  glands,  of  CoWper's  gkhds,  the 
prostate  and  testis;  all  of  which  pfes^kit  the  singular  spectacle  Of 
widely  different  results  of  physiological  aclitJn  upon  th&s^  apparently 
insignificant  bodies. 

The  size  of  epithelium  celh  of  6ach  clasld  is  fafinble,  but  is  con- 
fined to  certain  limits.  Where  there  is  vxoie  than  one  layer,  the  in- 
ternal cells  are  roUhder  ahd  contain  more  duid  than  those  of  the  sur- 
face. External  caUses  have  much  to  do  With  their  degree  of  develop- 
tnent,  and  the  time  of  thei)^  desquamation. 

Solutions  of  the  alkalies,  if  concentrated,  dissolve  the  cell  walls  to* 
form  a  kind  of  ropy  substance. 

Ciliated  epithelium  is  actively  vital  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time  after  it  is  removed  from  its  natural  locality ;  providing  it  is  fur- 
nished with  a  sufficiency  of  the  fluid  in  which  it  was  bathed,  and  it 
is  kept  at  the  natural  temperature  of  the  body  from,  which,  it  was' 
taken. 

This  variety  has  a  triple  office  to  perform,  to-wit:  protection,  se- 
cretion and  propulsion.  The  vibratile  cilia  crowning  th^  free  ends  or 
bases  of  the  conoidal  cells  act  as  so  many  sweeps  to  ctawj  forward  any 
excess  of  mucus  that  would  accumulate  in  the  minute  bronchii  and 
air  cells,  and  act  as  an  irritative  foreigui  body.  They  also  carry  oft 
any  particles  of  dust  or  other  solids  that  are  carried  into  the  lung8> 
during  inhalation. 

There  are  strong  reasons  for  belnvixkg  that  tuberculous  deposits  im 
the  lungs  would  be  much  rarer  if  the  ciliated  epithelium  lining  the 
mucous  surfaces  of  the  lungs  would  preserve  its  integrity. 

Tubercle  corpuscles  are  probably  nothing  more  than  immature  or 
aborted  epitheliumi  cells.. 

What  is  more  rational,  when  we  consider  the  functions  of  ciliated 
epithelium,  than  that  am.  impairment  of  its  activity,  or  the  denuding; 
of  the  membranes  of  it,  should  allow  detached  portions  of  it,  withi 
mucus,  soot,  and  dust  to.  accumulate  in  the  air  cells,  8olidifjr,r8oflen 
and  become  purulent,  to  the  destruction  of  the  contiguous  tissues? 

The  causes  operating  upon  the  epithelium  of  the  lungs  often  af- 
fcet,  sympathetically,  the  epithelium  of  the  entire  body. 

The  hair  and  nails  also  show  the  intimate  connection  existing  be^ 
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ftween  mucous  surfaces  everywliere;  in  their  sjmpatbetic  departttW 
irom  a  healthj  standard. 

3nt  it  is  to  the  conoidal  or  prismatic  epithelium  of  the  intestinal 
(ea»ai,  that  we  must  look  for  the  key  to  the  whole  system  of  assimila' 
.tion  and  jiutrition.  It  coyers  almost  the  entire  surface  of  the  canal, 
ftom  the  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach  to  within  two  or  three  ifiches 
%of  the  anns«  When  we  consider  the  immense  amount  of  surface  pro-* 
dttced  by  the  duplicature  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the  increase 
.upon  that  of  the  j^aj^illar  projections  of  the  villi  ]  and  remember  that 
leyery  villous  prominence  has  an  investment  of  conoidal  epithelium, 
with  the  pointed  ends  attached  to  the  membrane,  and  the  sides  coap^ 
tated  together,  with  the  bases  forming  an  even  surface  of  polygonal 
cells  outwards,  and  that  it  is  by  their  agency  alone  that  the  whole  as- 
.similation  of  alimentary  substances  is  carried  on,  we  must  at  once 
admit  that  they  take  a  leading  place  in  the  phenomena  of  life.  Each 
icell  is  a  living  body--— a  gland  of  the  most  primitive  type.  It  is  com* 
;posed  of  a  nucleus,  a  cell  wall  and  a  contained  fluid.  Some  of  the 
continental  observers  have  thought  that  they  discovered  delicate 
mouths  or  apertures  in  the  bases  of  the  cells,  whereby  they  admitted 
the  chyme  from  the  intestinal  canal.  This  appearance  was  probably 
illusory,  and  the  real  mode  is  by  transudation  or  endosmose.  Cer- 
jtainly  after  a  meal  they  are  found  to  be  filled  with  granular  contents 
identical  with  the  chyle  granules  found  in  the  mesenteric  glands  and 
flaoteals.  The  lacteals  take  the  granular  contents  of  the  epithelium 
and  jpass  .them  to  the  mesenteric  glands,  wherein  they  are  further  elab* 
toraied  and  sent  through  to  the  thoracic  duct,  and  from  thence  to  the 
general  circulation. 

Afiter  j)iDlonged  fasting  the  epithelium  covering  the  villi  is  found 
;to  be  compajadvely  empty. 

After  deathAll  glandular  epithelium  and  all  epithelium  havingji^on- 
stained  Auid  undergo  a  coagulation  of  their  contents,  which  rendecs  It 
opaque.  The  corneal  opithelium  undergoes  a  solidification  of  its  albu- 
miinous  endoplast,  sshioh  ananifiests  itself  in  the  glaxing  of  the  eye  af* 
ier  life  leaves  ihe  bod^r. 

The  rice-water  discharge  of  cholera  owes  its  color  principally  to 
ihe  prismatic  epithelium  of  which  the  intestinal  villi  have  been  denu- 
ded. When  the  mucous  membranes  are  thus  denuded,  the  lacteals 
have  but  slight  opposition  to  »the  .pouring  out  of  their  contents.  The 
blood  is  in  a  like  manner  defrauded  of  a  large  quantity  of  its  plasma, 
and  loses  its  power  of  coi^gulation. 
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The  fibrin  transades  through  the  delicate  membrane  denuded  of 
its  epithelium,  and  leaves  the  more  solid  contents  of  the  blood  to  carry 
on  an  imperfect  circulation  for  a  time,  until  the  blood  becomes  so  im- 
poverished that  it  is  no  longer  capable  of  supporting  life;  collapse 
ensues,  and  death  closes  the  chapter. 

The  death  and  exfoliation  of  a  large  |>art  of  the  epithelium  of  the 
intestines  would  not  be  of  such  exceedingly  disastrous  consequence, 
but  that  the  same  noxious  causes  producing  them,  at  the  same  time 
destroy  the  vitality  of  the  germinal  matter,  more  or  less  completely, 
throughout  the  entire  system. 

The  clear  fluid  or  endoplasm  within  the  cell  walls  has  the  power  of 
transmitting  material  properly  prepared  by  chymification,  through  the 
interior  of  the  cell  to  its  apex,  where  it  transudes  into  the  lacteals. 
At  the  same  time  it  imparts  to  the  chylous  fluid  a  portion  of  its  own 
living  substance  by  which  it  becomes  further  prepared  for  organiza- 
tion. 

As  it  advances  through  the  mesenteric  glands,  it  is  matured  into 
the  true  chyle  cells. 

A  similar  set  of  vital  operations  is  being  carried  on  by  the  lym- 
phatic glands  in  all  parts  of  the  body;  with  this  difference:  the  lym- 
phatics derive  their  material  f^om  breaking  down  tissues,  which  it  re- 
elaborates  into  the  lymph  cells,  which  are,  in  every  respect,  identical 
with  chyle  cells. 

The  chyle  and  lymph  corpuscles  are  also  identical  with  the  white 
corpuscles  of  the  blood,  and  it  is  through  the  agency  of  them  that 
nutrition  and  repair  are  mainly  affected.  This  may  be  witnessed  by 
irritating  the  web  of  the  frog's  foot,  at  which  the  blood  rushes  to  the 
point  irritated  as  though  it  had  especial  volition.  Upon  examining 
the  blood  producing  the  stasis  of  the  part,  it  will  be  found  to  contain 
a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  white  cells  than  the  general  circula- 
tion possesses.  If  the  irritation  is  carried  further  and  prolonged,  pus 
will  form. 

The  difference  between  mucus,  pus  and  lymph,  is  not  in  their  solid 
or  corpusclar  parts,  but  in  their  plasma.  Lymph  is  highly  fibrinous, 
and  consequently  spontaneously  ooagulable ;  while  pus  is  albuminous, 
and  is  only  coagulable  by  heat  or  chemical  agency. 

Thus,  when  a  lacerated  or  incised  wound  is  inflicted,  nature  at- 
tempt repair  of  the  damage  by  the  speediest  method  first;  this  is  a 
union  by  first  intention.  This  always  takes  place  through  an  aggluti- 
nation of  the  surfaces  together  by  coagulable  lymph*    When,  through 
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the  nature  of  the  wound,  or  other  causes,  as  Tice  of  the  constitutioo, 
this  fails  in  part  or  in  whole,  nature  has  a  last  resort  for  repair,  which 
is  the  suppurative  process. 

In  this  the  same  white  celk  are  used,  or  others  so  like  them  that 
they  are  undistinguishable,  but  the  plasma  is  different.  It  is  albumi- 
nous and  not  spontaneously  coagulable.  The  process  must  now  be  a 
building  up  by  granulation;  a  literal  generation  of  new  tissues.  It  is 
not  certain  that  the  entire  pus  cell  ever  enters  into  the  formation  of 
new  tissue,  but  it  is  probable.  If  it  does  not,  it  imparts  a  portion  of 
its  germinal  matter  to  the  plastic  material  that  is  to  be  transformed 
into  such  tissue.  A  small  portion  of  this  germinal  matter  is  capable 
of  acting  upon  a  large  quantity  of  unorganized  fluid  and  of  changing 
it  into  organized  or  formed  material.  It  is  the  little  leaven  that  lear- 
ens  the  whole  lump. 

Every  true  cell  is  at  some  period  of  its  existence  a  secreting  gland. 
The  white  blood  cell,  lymph  cell,  chyle  cell,  mucus  cell,  pus  cell,  and 
epithelial  cell  are  all  glands — glands  of  the  most  primitive  type;  but 
still  glands.  The  five  first  are  free  migratory  glands,  which  trarel 
wherever  they  are  most  wanted ;  the  last  is  attached  and  stationary. 

The  red  blood  corpuscle  is  not  a  cell,  neither  is  it  a  gland;  nor 
does  it  exercise  any  immediate  agency  in  the  repair  of  lesions  or  the 
waste  of  tissues.  The  red  corpuscle  is  homogeneous  in  structure,  of 
semi-fluid  consistency,  and  is  destitute  of  both  a  cell  wall  and  nu- 
cleus. This  may  be  proven  by  witn*)essing  the  breaking  in  two  of  a 
corpuscle,  in  which  there  is  no  escape  of  contents,  nor  collapse  of 
walls.  This  establishes  the  homogeneiety  of  the  mass  composing  tie 
disc.  Another  evidence,  and  one  of  itself  sufficient  to  prove  the  posi- 
tion, is  the  fact  that  the  red  blood  corpuscles  of  some  of  the  rodents— 
the  guinea-pig  especially — undergo  spontaneous  crystallization  after 
being  drawn  from  the  blood  vessels.  Every  red  blood  disc  is  wholly 
transformed  into  a  separate  crystal  of  a  beautiful  ruby  red  color.  The 
whole  red  corpuscle,  then,  consists  of  hsemato-crystallin,  and  is  a  prox- 
imate principle. 

This  property  of  the  red  blood  corpuscle  may  be  taken  advantage 
of  in  medico-legal  cases  where  blood-stains  are  found  upon  the  cloth- 
ing or  utensils  of  persons  suspected  of  murder.  If  the  blood  be  hu- 
man,  the  dilution  of  it  with  water  and  the  passage  through  it  first  of 
a  stream  of  oxygen,  and  afterwards  of  oarbonic  acid,  will  convert  the 
corpuscles  in  crystals.  The  fluid  should  be  allowed  to  rest  a  day  or 
^wo,  for  the  crystals  to  subside. 
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The  blood  of  the  ox  is  of  nearly  the  same  appearance  under  the 
microscope  as  that  of  the  human  subject;  but  it  yields  no  crystals  by 
this  process.  By  this  we  have  an  additional  aid  in  differentiation  be- 
tween the  two. 

Red  blood  corpuscles  are  oxygen  bearers  to,  and  carbonic  acid 
bearers  from  the  tissues.  Whether  the  respiratory  process  is  one  of 
combustion,  according  to  Liebig's  theory,  or  one  of  metamorphosis  of 
the  tissues  of  a  more  complex  kind,  according  to  the  views  of  later 
{physiologists,  the  facts  are  the  same ;  they  are  simply  carriers.  They 
load  with  oxygen  in  the  lungs,  which  they  distribute  all  along  the  vas* 
<cular  highways,  and  then  load  with  carbonic  acid,  which  they  carry 
back  to  the  lungs,  to  be  discharged ;  and  pass  again  through  the  same 
Tound  of  changes. 

This  is  not  a  perfectly  complete  process;  as  there  are  always  some 
Tcnous  discs  in  arterial,  and  some  arterial  discs  in  venous  blood. 

The  birth  and  growth  of  red  blood  corpuscles  probably  take  place 
m  'Overj  part  of  the  vascular  system.  A  particle  of  clear  colorless 
germinal  matter  appropriates  the  surrounding  plasma  until  the  siae 
attained  is  sufficient,  it  then  takes  coloring  matter,  and  the  germinal 
matter  then  changes  into  formed  material  with  the  balance  of  the  disc, 
or  it  passes  out  to  again  act  as  a  blood-maker,  by  inciting  other  plas- 
tic formation. 

All  iree  cells  whose  walls  are  not  too  dense,  have,  while  living,  a 
distinct  animal  motion.  Those  of  chyle,  lymph,  pus,  and  the  white 
blood,  have  a  movement  called  amcebaDform,  which  must  be  seen  to  be 
understood. 

It  is  possible  that  they  have  the  power  to  pass  through  the  thin 
capillary  walls,  and  change  into  the  formed  material  of  the  tissues. 

Ciliary  epithelium  has  a  rythmical  motion  in  its  vibratile  filaments 
that  has  been  compared  to  the  motion  of  corn  when  the  wind  blows 
over  it.  The  waves  are  continuous,  and  all  pass  one  way,  which  is 
from  within  the  sack  towards  its  outlet.  There  may  be  an  exception 
to  this  in  the  uterus  and  fallopian  tubes,  to  facilitate  the  forwarding 
of  the  spermatozoa  to  the  graafian  vesicle.  The  direction  of  the  cili- 
ary vibrations  may  also  be  reversible,  to  carry  the  vesicle  to  the  uterus 
from  the  ovary. 

Spermatozoa,  which  are  but  a  modification  of  epithelium,  have  a 
progressive  movement,  which  is  eeMike,  and  peculiar  to  themselves. 
The  propulsive  power  resides  in  the  tail-like  elongation,  and  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  carry  them  forwaad  at  a  rapid  rate.     The  motion  is  essential 
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t»  carr J  tbem  through  the  body  of  the  ntems  to  the  falloptair  tubes 
and  ovaries,  where  they  come  in  contact  with  and  penetrate  the  graaf* 
ian  Tesicle  to  make  it  fertile. 

We  thns  see  a  community  of  origin  and  a  unity  of  germination  in 
all  of  the  cells  which  we  have  described.  It  is  through  them  thataU 
vital  action  is  maintained,  and  anything  that  attacks  them  undermines 
the  foundation  of  life. 

The  Power  that  vitaliies  all  Hying  things,  has  seen  fft  to  choose 
the  smallest  and  simplest  forms  by  which  to  build  up  the  most  com- 
plez  animal  structures. 

As  an  example  of  the  vital  power  of  germinal  matter^  lei  us  cite 
the  influence  of  the  virus  of  any  of  the  modifications  of  variola.  We 
see  there  that  a  minute  portion — less,  probably,  than  the  hundredth 
part  of  a  grain — ^is  capable  of  impressing  its  peculiar  nature  upon 
every  particle  of  the  body.  And  not  only  every  atom  of  the  body  at 
that  time,  but  through  them  to  all  which  succeed  them ;  and  to  such 
an  extent  is  this  done,  that  it  gives  entire  immunity  from  all  sabse- 
<|uent  invasions  of  any  of  its  congeners. 


CATARACT. 


Br  J.  THOMPSON,  M.  D.,  HARBISON,  OHIO. 


James  Oold,  aged  eighty-two  years,  presented  himself  to  me  last 
May,  and  gave  the  following  history : 

Has  bectt  totally  blind  in  right  eye  for  fifteen  years,  and  partially 
blind  in  left  eye  for  seven  years;  said  his  case  was  deplorable;  that 
he  could  hardly  see  to  get  about;  could  not  count  his  money;  could 
not  distinguish  one  bank  bill  from  another;  nor  could  he  recognise 
his  friends  by  sight. 

On  examination  without  the  aid  of  artificial  means,  a  total,  hard, 
lenticular  cataract  of  right  eye,  and  by  the  aid  of  oblique  ilhimiaa- 
tion  and  the  ophthalmoscope,  a  partial  cataract  of  left  eye  was  dis- 
covered. He  could  count  one's  fingers  with  left,  but  could  only  dis- 
tinguish light  from  darkness  with  right  eye.  Has  very  overhanging 
supra  orbital  margins  and  eyebrows ;  eyeball  very  much  sunken ;  arcus 
semilis  very  distinct;  anterior  chamber  very  shallow  ^  integument  very 
flabby,  and  subject  to  attacks  of  eczema. 
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Pupils  qaickl J  responded  to  atropine ;  Titreous  showed  no  sign  of 
liquefaction.  He  had  no  cough ;  neither  did  he  have  any  symptom  of 
diseased  kidney. 

As  he  wanted  my  opinion  as  to  the  probable  utility  or  result  of  an 
operation,  I  gave  it  as  follows : 

It  was  by  no  means  such  a  case  as  one  would  select  were  he  sim* 
ply  seeking  eclat,  as  the  chances  against  a  favorable  result  preponder- 
ated over  those  in  favor  of  success  fVora  an  operation ;  and  were  he  to 
wait  until  the  lens  of  left  eye  became  totally  cataractous,  he  would 
then  the  more  readily  appreciate  a  good  result  from  operative  inter- 
ference. But,  on  the  other  hand,  as  he  was  advanced  in  years,  and 
already  feeble ;  as  he  had  no  cough,  and  as  one  eye  was  already  use- 
less to  him,  and  the  other  rapidly  passing  into  the  same  condition, 
and  as  it  was  impossible  for  us  then  to  foresee  the  condition  of  his 
health  when  total  blindness  established  itself,  and  as  the  dread  of  total 
blindness  rendered  his  life  miserable,  we  therefore  left  him  to  deter- 
mine the  matter  for  himself. 

After  consulting  his  relatives,  and  duly  considering  the  matter,  he 
concluded  to  take  the  risk  of  an  operation.  Accordingly,  a  dose  of 
sulph.  magnesia  was  administered  on  the  16th  of  June,  and  on  the 
17th  I  extracted  the  lens,  assisted  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Cooper,  of  this  place* 
The  operation  was  the  one  known  as  the  "Modified  linear  extraction 
of  Von  Grfiffe." 

The  stop  speculum  was  used  in  this  case,  the  temporal  end  of  which 
had  to  be  pressed  back  by  an  assistant,  owing  to  the  sunken  condition 
of  the  eyeball.  Great  care  was  necessary  in  passing  knife  in  fVont  of 
iris,  owing  to  shallowness  of  anterior  chamber.  The  sclerotic  inci« 
sion,  as  well  as  the  iridectomy,  were  made  in  upper  section  of  globe. 
The  capsule  was  freely  lacerated,  after  which  the  lens  was  easily  ex- 
tracted by  pressure  with  spoon  above  and  with  knife  handle  below. 
He  counted  my  fingers  immediately  after  operation.  The  lens  was 
dark  brown  and  very  hard.  A  compress  was  then  placed  over  both 
eyes,  half  a  grain  of  sulph.  morphia  administered,  and  patient  re- 
quested to  remain  in  a  horizontal  position  for  two  or  three  days. 

The  old  man  was  a  very  troublesome  patient,  difficult  to  control, 
being  hypochondriacal.  He  got  on  his  feet  the  day  after  the  opera- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  **  whether  he  had  lost  the  use  of 
his  feet  r 

On  the  third  day  subsequent  to  operation  he  was  troubled  with 
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straogulated  iDguinal  hernia,  whicli  I  feared  would  have  to  be  operated 
upon,  but  fortunately  opium  and  the  taxis  relieved  the  di£Eiculty. 

After  the  above  date  he  progressed  rapidly.  Wound  of  sclerotic 
united  by  the  fourth  day,  walked  about  the  house  on  the  sixth  day, 
found  him  weeding  his  garden  on  the  twelfth  day,  and  by  the  15th  of 
July  all  redness  of  conjunctiva  and  sclerotic  had  disappeared.  Sep- 
tember 16th,  furnished  patient  number  three  convex  spectacles,  which 
enabled  him  to  read  moderately  large  print,  and  number  six  for  dis- 
tant objects,  with  which  he  could  readily  read  names  on  signs  across 
the  street. 

The  above  case  is  reported  simply  to  show  that  notwithstandiDg 
the  age  and  miasmatic  debility,  chronic  cutaneous  affection,  &c.,  of 
patient,  a  remarkably  good  result  obtained. 


A  CASE  OF  PARTIAL  PROLAPSE  OF  THE  UMBILICAL  CORD 
RESTORED  BY  THE  AID  OF  THE  KNEE  AND  ELBOW  PO- 
SITION.   

BT  N.  D.  OADDY,  M.  D.,  VERNON,  IND. 


I  i»a8  called  to  attend  Mrs  P.,  aged  twenty-five  years,  in  her  third 
confinement,  on  the  29th  of  last  January. 

On  examination  per  vaginaniy  I  found  the  head  presenting,  os  uteri 
fully  dilated,  and  through  it  pouched  the  unruptured  membranes. 

By  the  side  of  the  head  I  detected  apparently  several  coils  of  the 
umbilical  cord.  Finding  my  efforts  to  elevate  the  cord  with  the  pa- 
tient on  her  side  or  back  ineffectual,  and  that  its  complete  descent  was 
prevented  only  by  the  membranes  remaining  intact,  I  caused  her  to 
assume  the  *'knee  and  elbow"  position.  Or,  what  is  correct,  she  was 
placed  with  her  knees  on  an  elevated  part  of  the  bed,  and  while  her 
hips  were  thus  elevated,  the  breast  lay  as  low  as  possible. 

I  then  introduced  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  and  with  my  fingers 
gently  moved  the  coils  of  the  cord,  which,  when  started,  quickly  rolled 
down  out  of  my  reach. 

The  ease  with  which  this  was  accomplished  was  as  much  surprising 
as  it  was  to  me  satisfactory. 

A  large,  healthy  girl  was  born  soon  afterward,  without  any  more 
trouble  with  the  cord  subsequent  to  its  reduction. 
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BY  J.  W.  MOORMAN,  M.  D.,  HARDIN8BUB0,  KT. 


In  the  September  number  of  the  Journal  for  the  present  year  ap- 
peared a  yery  interesting  article  on  Epistaxis,  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
John  D.  Jackson,  of  Danville,  Ky. 

Epistaxis,  though  of  frequent  occurrence,  is  rarely  deemed  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  demand  professional  aid ;  hence,  it  is  only  in  the 
most  obstinate  cases  that  the  physician  is  called  to  interfere.  Almost 
every  one  has  a  list  of  specifics  which  must  be  tried  in  succession  be- 
fore the  physician  is  consulted. 

In  an  extensive  practice  of  several  years  I  can  call  to  mind  but 
few  cases  of  this  form  of  hemorrhage  requiring  medical  aid.  Of  the 
cases  coming  under  my  care,  in  at  least  an  equal  number  the  frequency 
of  recurrence  gave  more  trouble  than  the  actual  loss  of  blood  at  any 
one  time.  In  this  class  of  cases  gallic  acid  in  pretty  full  doses,  con- 
tinued for  some  length  of  time,  is  the  only  remedy  usually  required, 
but  occasionally  a  short  course  of  iron  has  been  given  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  blood,  taking  care  to  allow  intervals  sufficient  to  re- 
move all  risk  of  incompatibility. 

In  an  article  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for 
October,  1865,  I  called  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  use  of 
the  oil  of  Canada  Fleabane,  (^Oleum  Erigerontis  Canadensis)^  in  the 
different  forms  of  passive  hemorrhage ;  and  some  cases  pertinent  to 
the  subject  were  reported.  Since  that  time  I  have  had  opportunity  to 
test  its  virtues  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  some  of  which  were  epis- 
taxis  of  a  very  obstinate  character,  and  in  no  case  have  I  been  disap- 
pointed in  its  effects. 

My  method  of  using  the  oil  in  epistaxis,  as  well  as  in  haemoptysis, 
'  is  to  drop  twenty  or  thirty  drops  on  a  handkerchief  or  into  the  palm 
of  the  hand,  and  inhale  as  rapidly  as  possible;  at  the  same  time  half 
a  drachm  may  be  taken  internally.  Should  this  not  prove  effectual  in  a 
short  time,  a  dossil  of  lint  may  be  moistened  with  the  oil  and  introduced 
into  the  nostril  as  high  as  possible  without  injury  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. This  should  be  allowed  to  remain  several  hours,  and  is  easily 
removed  at  the  end  of  several  days. 

With  the  precise  mode  of  action  of  the  oil  I  am  not  acquainted ; 
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whether  it  be  some  specific  astringent  action  belonging  to  the  oil,  or 
whether  it  acts  in  the  same  manner  as  its  kindred,  the  terebinthinate 
oils,  is  not  definitely  known,  but  it  certainly  exercises  a  very  powerM 
influence  over  the  hemorrhages. 

A  domestic  remedy  very  efficacious  in  the  treatment  of  epistazia,  is 
the  continued  application  of  cold  to  the  scrotum  of  the  male,  or  the 
mammas  of  the  female.  I  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  action  of 
this  remedy  in  some  very  severe  cases  resisting  the  usual  methods  of 
treatment. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  I  would  not  seem  to  wish  to  detraet 
from  the  value  of  Dr.  Jackson's  ably  written  paper,  which  is,  indeed, 
the  most  exhaustive  I  have  seen  upon  the  subject.  My  desire  is,  aim- 
ply,  to  bring  before  the  profession  a  remedy  which,  I  trust,  will  do  as 
good  service  for  others  as  it  has  for  me. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


A  TREATISE  ON  THE  FUNCTION  OF  DIGESTION;  ITS  DIS- 
ORDERS  AND  THEIR  TREATMENT. 


BY  T,  W.  PAVT,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  8. 

r«now  of  ib«  Bojal  OoUag*  of  FhyBlotoiu,  ke,,  *e.    PhUAdolphla:  Henry  0.  Left,  ISes.    Pp. 

S46,  8-vo. 


The  subject  of  digestion  is  one  of  unusual  interest,  but  being  so 
fully  discussed  in  all  the  works  on  physiology  it  seems  to  us  that  it 
might  have  been  omitted  in  this,  the  design  of  which  is  mainly  prac- 
tical. Every  physician  may  be  presumed  to  have  read  as  much  as  be 
has  any  curiosity  to  read  about  prehension,  mastication,  insalivation, 
Ac,  and  will  consequently  be  apt  to  pass  by  the  chapters  treating  of 
these  processes  without  notice.  Writing  as  we  do  for  the  busy  prac- 
titioner, we  shall  pursue  the  same  course. 

Dysphagia  is  one  of  the  troubles  pertaining  to  the  function  of  di- 
gestion, and  it  is  one  which  has  its  origin  so  generally  in  mechanical 
causes,  or  in  malignant  disease,  that  practitioners  are  too  prone  to 
look  upon  it  as  irremediable.  Dr.  Pavy  mentions  instances  in  which 
the  difficulty  in  swallowing  depended  upon  causes  that  were  easily  re* 
moved.     A  case  is  cited  in  which  Sir  B.  Brodie  relieved  a  dysphagia 
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of  sereral  yean*  standing  by  the  removal  of  some  internal  hemor-* 
rhoidal  tumors.  In  the  paralytic  Tariety  electricity  has  been  employed 
Irith  success.  Where  it  is  the  result  of  constriction  induced  by  swal- 
loiring  corrosive  agents,  it  may  be  a  question  to  be  submitted  to  the 
patient,  after  all  other  efforts  at  removing  it  have  failed,  whether  an 
artificial  opening  into  the  stomach  shall  be  made  With  a  tiew  to  intrO' 
ducing  food  and  sustaining  life. 

It  Was  by  stich  an  artificial  opening  into  the  stomadh,  acidentally 
madO)  as  all  medical  readers  know,  that  the  great  impulse  Was  given  to 
ftiodert  physiological  research  in  regard  to  digestion.  To  Alexis  St« 
ttartin  all  Writers  on  this  subject  refer  for  facts  which  could  never  have 
been  revealed  eicept  by  such  an  elposure  of  the  interior  of  the  stom- 
ach as  he  afforded  in  his  case.  A  woman  in  Germany  has  since  pre 
llented  to  Bidder  and  Schmidt  an  opportunity  of  making  similar  ob- 
servations, and  by  gaitric  fistulse  in  the  dog,  physiologists  have  Varied 
and  confirmed  the  experiments  upon  the  human  subject.  As  the  rC' 
suit  of  all  these,  our  knowledge  concerning  digestion  has  been  greatly 
enlarged.  The  learned  Dr.  William  Bunter,  in  his  lectures  on  anatomy, 
used  to  say:  "Some  will  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  stomach  is  a 
stew-pan,  some  that  it  is  a  Uiill,  and  others  that  it  is  a  fermenting  vat; 
but  I  say  that  it  is  neither  a  mill,  a  stew-pan,  nor  a  fermenting  Vat,  but 
a  stomach,  gentlemen,  a  stomach.'*  His  more  distinguished  brother, 
John  Hunter,  insisted  greatly  upon  the  vital  principle  as  the  efficient 
agent  in  digestion,  as  in  all  animal  f^inctions.  Great  Would  be  the 
surprise  of  these  eminent  physiologists  if  they  could  return  to  earth 
and  see  how  nearly  to  a  chemical  process  digestion  has  been  reduced. 
Vitality  is  not  essential  to  it,  although  one  of  the  elements  concerned 
in  it  is  a  product  of  life.  There  is  no  digestion  without  pepsin,  but 
pepsin,  the  secretion  of  the  stomach,  is  insufllcient  without  an  acid. 
John  Hunter  directed  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  stomach  is  some- 
times found  digested  after  death.  The  gastric  juice  never  produces 
any  such  effect  during  life.  The  explanation  of  Hunter  was  that  the 
*'  living  principle  "  protected  the  organ  against  the  solvent  fiuid. 

The  explanation  given  to  the  world  by  our  author  of  this  curious  fact 
is  a  much  more  satisfactory  one.  It  is  this :  that  the  alkaline  blood  neu- 
tralizes the  acid  gastric  juice.  When  the  circulation  ceases  and  there  is 
no  longer  a  stream  of  alkaline  fiuid  sent  through  the  stomach,  then  the 
gastric  juice,  always  present  in  the  mucous  follicles  of  that  organ,  reacts 
upon  and  dissolves  it  as  would  any  other  digestible  matter.  A  rab- 
bit*s  ear  or  a  frog's  leg  inserted  into  the  stomach  of  a  living  dog. 
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is  corroded  by  the  gastric  fluid,  because  the  quantity  of  blood  in  them 
is  not  sufficient  to  neutralize  the  acid  afforded  by  the  stomach.  That 
the  stomach  is  not  oftener  found  to  have  undergone  digestion  after 
death,  is  due  to  the  fact,  Dr.  Pavy  contends,  that  the  temperature  of 
the  body  so  soon  falls  below  the  point  compatible  with  that  process. 
He  has  repeatedly  caused  the  solution  of  the  stomachs  of  rabbits  by 
keeping  their  bodies  at  a  temperature  of  one  hundred  degrees  Fahr., 
during  a  single  night.  Parasites  seem  to  escape  gastric  digestion  by 
burying  themselves  in  the  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach.  The  older 
physiologists  proved  by  experiments  that  leeches  and  earth -worms, 
when  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  gastric  juice,  are  digested 
like  morsels  of  ordinary  food. 

Of  vomiting  our  author  treats  at  considerable  length,  and  on  ac 
count  of  the  greatly  varied  circumstances  under  which  it  takes  place, 
the  subject  is  one  of  much  interest  to  the  practitioner.  To  allay  it 
we  must  find  out  its  cause.  Ice,  hydrocyanic  acid,  creasote,  pepsin, 
opium  or  morphine,  chloroform,  a  mustard  poultice — some  one  of 
these  will  allay  almost  any  vomiting  which  is  not  the  result  of  renal 
or  cerebral  irritation.  The  state  of  the  bowels  also  claims  attention, 
and  their  regulation  is  necessary,  not  only  in  cases  of  gastric  irrita" 
bility,  but  in  all  the  forms  that  indigestion  assumes* 

On  the  subjects  of  eructation,  rumination,  pain  and  other  morbid 
sensations   of  the  stomach,  flatulence  and  acidity,  the  remarks  ^are 
brief  and  generally  practical.     Some  curious  instances  of  rumination 
in  man  are  cited  from  old  writers,  who  believed  that  there  was  a  double 
stomach  in  those  who  practiced  it,  and  that  some  of  the  individuals 
at  least  had  horns,  indicating  a  further  afinity  to  the  bovine  family. 
Sennert  has  left  behind  him  the  history  of  a  case  the  origin  of  which 
he  traced  to  the  use  of  milk  "  warm  from  a  cow."     The  child,  accord* 
ing  to  this  medical  philosopher,  sucked  in  the  habit  with  its  nurse's 
milk  I     A  case  is  reported  from  Dr.  Copland  of  a  man  who  ruminated 
bis  food  habitually.     From  a  boy  he  had  been  troubled  with  acid  eruc- 
tattonxs.     After  having  reached  his  thirtieth  year  he  found  it  impossi- 
ble to  resist  admitting  into  liis  mouth  the  food  that  constantly  gurgi- 
lated  from  his  stomach.    Being  asked  whether  the  second  mastication 
of  his  food  afforded  him   any  pleasure,  he  replied:  "Indeed,  it  is 
vweeter  than  honey,  aod  accompanied  with  a  more  delightful  relish!" 
Intestinal  digestion  forms  the  subject  of  an  extended  chapter.     In 
the  stomach,  the  nitrogenous  elements  of  food  are  acted  upon  by  the 
gastric  juice.     It  rtmoMiins  for  fluids  found  in  the  small  intestines  to 
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complete  the  digestive  process  by  emulsifying  the  fatty  matters,  and 
Gonvertingi  the  starch  into  sugar.  This  is  done  chiefly  by  the  pancre- 
atic juice,  which,  however,  according  to  the  latest  views,  seems  to  be 
endowed  with  very  diversified  powers,  taking  part  in  the  digestion  of 
nitrogenous  matters,  as  well  as  of  oleaginous  and  farinaceous  substances. 
What  part  the  liver  performs  in  the  process  of  digestion  is  still  unde- 
termined. From  recent  experiments  performed  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Bennett, 
it  appears  that  the  bile  may  be  dispensed  with  altogether  in  the  dog 
for  a  long  time  without  much  inconvenience.  In  one  instance  the  ani- 
mal actually  gained  flesh  while  the  hepatic  secretion  was  for  months 
diverted  from  the  duodenum  by  a  fistula. 

Colic,  flatulence,  diarrhoea  and  constipation  are  the  troubles  inci- 
dent to  intestinal  indigestion,  to  which  the  ooncluding  chapters  of  this 
work  are  devoted.  Of  these  the  least  is  the  most  frequent  and  the 
most  refractory.  Constipation  is  the  curse  of  dyspeptics.  It  is  both 
the  consequence  and  the  cause  of  their  disorder.  Indigestion  is 
induced  by  it,  and  when  established,  every  symptom  of  the  disease 
is  aggravated  by  its  continuance.  To  its  correction  the  remedial 
efibrts  of  the  physician  are  to  be  mainly  directed.  And  our  au- 
thor justly  remarks,  that  it  is  the  laxative  group,  or  milder  form  of 
purgatives  that  is  usually  required  in  such  cases,  and  moderate  doses, 
repeated  at  short  intervals,  rather  than  larger  doses  at  longer  intervals. 
The  kind  must  be  determined  in  each  individual  case;  but  in  far  the 
larger  number  of  instances  it  will  be  found  that  saline  laxatives,  taken 
before  breakfast  and  largely  diluted,  move  the  bowels  most  certainly 
and  with  the  least  discomfort  to  the  patient.  Common  salt  may  be 
taken  in  this  way  with  the  greatest  advantage. 

Dr.  Pavy  devotes  a  few  pages  at  the  close  of  his  volume  to  the  sub- 
ject of  ^*  artificial  digestion  as  a  means  of  dissolving  meat  for  produ- 
cing an  article  of  nourisltment  for  the  invalid."  He  is  not  satisfied 
with  what  Liebig  has  offered  to  the  profession  in  the  shape  of  beef 
tea,  and  is  seeking  for  a  process  by  which  all  the  constituents  of  meat 
may  be  dissolved  and  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  aick.  Ho 
hats  hopes  of  being  able  to  prepare  a  fluid  which  shall  he  at  once  pal- 
atable and  eminently  nutritious.  He  uses  the  sane  menstruum  that 
is  employed  by  nature  for  dissolving  meat,  and  when  the  solution  is 
obtained  he  neutralises  the  hydrochloric  acid  by  carbonate  of  soda, 
which  leaves  chloride  of  sodium  or  common  salt  as  the  product.  This 
substance,  on  theory,  leaves  the  stomach  nothing  to  do.  Its  taste 
seems,  to  be  the  chief  obstacle  to  its  use,  but  this  may  be  overcome  by 

..yitized  by  Google 


676  WE8TSEN  JOtTENAL  OF  MXDtCIKS. 

ittiproved  methods  or  hj  condimeDts.  The  agent  when  receiTBd  graU* 
fully  bj  the  patient,  is  said  to  afford  "a  sense  of  satisfaction  to  iki 
Stomach,  like  that  which  is  derived  from  the  consumption  of  solid  ani» 
mal  ^ood. 

The  impression  left  upon  us,  after  going  through  this  work,  is  Um 
same  made  by  the  perusal  of  its  first  pageS)  and  that  is,  that  the  aoa*^ 
tomical  and  physiological  details  would  be  well  replaced  by  matter  of 
a  more  practical  character.  But  it  iB  a  tblume  of  decided  interest^  and 
we  recommend  it  to  our  rMtders. 


ST.  AUGUSTINE,  FLORIDA:  SKETCBES  OF  ITS  HISTORY, 
AND  ITS  ADVANTAGES  AS  A  RESORT  FOR  HEALTH,  Ac. 


B7  AN  BNOLIBH  VISITOR, 
fl.l^.  PstiMBaSoB:    HewToffc.    l«t. 


FLORIDA  AND  THE  SOUTH:  A  GUIDE-BOOK  FOR  TOUR- 
ISTS, INVALIDS  AND  EMIGRANTS. 


BT  DANIBL  G.  BRINTON,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 
Qeois«X«elMB:    PhilMl6l|>Ua.    1809. 


These  little  works  will  attract  attention  at  this  season,  when  t&e 
thoughts  of  iuTalids  are  turned  towards  resorts  for  the  approaching 
winter,  tf  all  be  true  that  the  English  author  writes  of  St.  Augus- 
tine, it  does  not  fall  very  far  short  of  that  earthly  paradise  of  which 
Ponce  de  Leon  was  in  search  when  he  discovered  Florida.  What 
with  its  balmy  atmosphere,  its  soft  moonlight  nights,  its  forests,  flow- 
ers and  fruits,  it  presents  to  the  traveler  who  is  in  search  of  pleasnn 
or  health,  a  combination  of  attractions  hardly  to  be  found  any  when 
else  on  our  continent.  After  reading  the  glowing  descriptions  of  the 
oountry  by  this  visitor,  we  confess  we  felt  the  keenest  desire  to  start 
at  once  for  this  land  of  flowers.  Nothing,  it  seems  to  us,  could  be 
more  delightfiil  than  a  winter  where  green  peas  may  be  had  in  Janu- 
ary, and  tomatoes  in  March — ^where  orange  blossoms,  scarlet  pome- 
granate, yellow  capporelle  and  crape  myrtle  perfume  the  air  all  the 
year  round.  Of  the  influence  of  the  climate  upon  patients  with  pnl- 
monary  affections,  this  author  says; 
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*'It  is  no  uncommon  case  for  consamptiyes  to  live  for  ten  or  fifteen  years 
ynHh  but.  one  long,  in  a  clittate  sncli  as  St.  Augaitine,  wliere  no  bitter  wind  ever 
irritates  the  icBudnin^  lung,  wbete  no  biting  ft'osi  ever  congests  Ibe  lespira- 
toiy  organs,  where  the  snnuner  knows  no  eneryating  lieat,  or  the  winter  any  in* 
tense  cold,  but  glide  imperceptibly  into  each  other,  wafted  in  and  out  by  a  clear 
sea  breeze — ^not  keen  enough  to  chill  the  most  sensitive,  but  cool  enough  to  be  a 
grateful  £ui." 

Pr.  Brinton  writes  more  like  a  medical  man  than  the  author  of  the 
preceding  work,  and  his  guide-book  coutaiDS  all  the  details  that  a  tour- 
ist would  seek  to  learn.  Ho  cautions  travelers  against  goiig  to  Florida 
too  early  in  the  season.  The  heat  is  relaxing  from  May  until  Octo- 
ber. Miasms  are  to  be  feared  after  mideummer,  and  until  frosts  oc- 
cur. The  winters  are  delightful,  though  no  part  of  the  State  is  en- 
tirely free  from  frosts.  The  concluding  chapters  of  Briaton*s  manual 
are  devoted  to  questions  especially  interesting  to  invalids — ^the  cli- 
mate adapted  to  their  cases,  and  where  it  is  to  be  found.  For  the 
aged  all  agree  that  mild  latitudes  are  to  be  sought.  Ten  years  may 
be  added  to  the  life  of  men  at  the  age  of  sixty,  says  Dr.  Brinton,  by 
relaxation  from  business  and  two  or  three  winters  in  a  warm  climate. 
His  estimate  of  the  climate  of  Florida,  as  one  suited  to  invalids,  is 
high.     He  quotes  army  surgeons  in  proof  of  its  great  salubrity. 

"The  sea  coast  of  south-east  Florida,"  he  says,  *' fulfills  Uie  four  conditioBs 
which  make  up  the  best  climate  for  a  consumptive.  I  have  other  testiaMioy 
about  it  well  worth  presenting.  It,  too,  comes  from  the  same  unimpeaehable 
source — the  medical  statistics  of  the  United  States  Army.  I  preface  it  by  a  fact 
of  general  interest  about  the  whole  of  Florida.  All  know  how  terribly  arduous 
must  be  campaigning  through  the  swamps  and  everglades  of  that  State.  Yet 
the  yearly  mortality  from  disease  of  the  regular  army  there,  was  only  twentynsix 
per  thousand  men.  The  average  of  the  army  elsewhere  was  thirty^five  per  thou- 
sand." 

As  to  the  character  of  disease,  he  says : 

''In  Arkansas,  one  man  in  every  sixteen  came  under  &e  surgeon's  hands, 
each  year,  with  consomptioD,  bronchitis, pleoiisy  and  pneumonia;  on  the  south- 
ern frontier  of  Texas  one  in  sixteen,  with  one  or  other  of  these  diseases;  at  Ba- 
ton Bouge,  one  in  seventeen;  on  the  wesCem  frontier  of  Texas,  one  in  nineteen; 
on  the  west  coast  of  Florida,  one  in  twenty-one;  on  the  east  eeast  of  Florida,  one 
t»  thirty-nine,** 

The  hints  to  health-seekers  which  close  this  little  work  are  excel- 
lent, and  enhlinee  decidedly  the  value  of  this  guide-book,  which  is 
one  that  may  be  recommended  in  stroag  terms  to  all  who  hare  thoughts 
of  Tisiting  Florida.  - 
(47) 
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TKANSACTI0N8  OF  THE  MBMCAL  SOOIETT  OF  .THE 
STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  AT  ITS  TWENTIETH  AN- 
NUAL SESSION,  HELD  AT  ERIE,  JUNE,  1869. 


FhfladelphU:    CoUfns,  Printer.    Pp.  55r.    8-to. 


This  is  a  yolume  whioh  Teflects  honor  upon  llie  Societj  from  which 
it  emftnates.  It  oontains  nraoh  matter  of  great  interest.  The  reports 
of  oommitleea  are  drawn  up  with  singular  ability,  and  show  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  to  be  working  men,  with  learning  and  training  in 
their  profession,  and  seal  to  promote  its  highest  interests. 

The  address  of  the  President,  Br.  John  Oarwen,  has  for  its  sub- 
jeot  Mental  Insanity,  and  is  a  far  more  readable  production  than  most 
inaugural  addresses,  for  the  reason  Uiat  it  is  thus  dcToted  to  a  specific 
subject.  It  is  a  sensible  and  instructive  paper,  on  a  subject  concerning 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  bring  out  anything  new. 

The  first  report  is  on  Intemperance  as  a  disease.  Br.  Joseph  Par- 
rish  is  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  whether  the  report  is  from  his 
pen  or  not,  it  is  a  rery  able  one.  Intemperance,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  committee,  is  not  a  disease,  and  in  that  opinion  we  fblly  concur. 
Still  the  habit  is  one  which  calk  for  treatment  in  insiitations  for  ine- 
briates. The  oommittee  reports  that  from  thirty  to  fifty  per  cent,  of 
cases  of  alcoholic  intoxication  are  curable,  and  that  ninety  per  cent, 
of  opium  cases  may  be  cured. 

The  second  report  is  on  the  admission  of  patients  into  insane  asy- 
lums, and  suggests  some  wise  modifications  of  the  plan  which  haabeen 
in  operation  in  all  the  asylums  of  Pennsylvania  ever  since  Br.  Frank- 
lin was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

The  report  on  the  inspection  of  drugs  is  a  vahiable  one.  Physi- 
cians and  patients  are  alike  interested  in  securing  genuine  medicines, 
and  we  shall  be  glad  if  onr  Pennsylvania  brethren  oan  bring  about  a 
system  hf  which  spurious  drugs  may  be  driven  out  of  the  market. 

The  "Training  of  Nurses  "  is  the  subject  of  a  report  from  the  prac- 
tised pen  of  Prof.  Gross.  We  confess  that  it  interests  us  less  than 
any  other  in  the  volume.  Is  it  true,  as  the  doctor,  we  think,  some- 
what dogmatically  asserts,  that  "  mothers^  in  ninety-nine  eases  out  of 
a  hundred^  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  nursing,  and 
therefore  wholly  unfit  for  the  discharge  of  so  sacred  a  duty?"  If  it 
is,  and  if  it  is  also  true,  as  he  affirm i,  that  "good  nursing  is  often  in- 
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comparably  more  valuable  to  a  sick  man  than  tbe  most  skillful  medi- 
cation"— ^tlufct  *'it  ia  the  right  hand  of  the  medical  practitioner/'  we 
are  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  recoTcry  of  so  many  sick,  people.  If 
"good  nursing  is  half  the  battle,"  and  bad  nursing  prevails  in  ninety- 
nine  cases  out  of  every  hundred,  it  is  a  wonder  to  us  that  the  sick  are 
not  nearly  all  killed. 

A  case  of  Rupture  of  the  Uterus,  reported  by  Br.  J.  McConaughy, 
follows  the  report  of  Prof.  Gross. 

We  like  the  next  report.  We  accept  its  conclusions.  It  is  a  re- 
port on  the  "  Use  of  Stimulants  by  the  Profession,"  and  the  authors 
condemn,  in  strong  terms,  that  practice  which  in  late  years  has  be- 
come well  nigh  universal,  of  prescribing  alcoholic  stimulants  in  every 
variety  of  diseases.  We  think  the  advocates  of  this  wholesale  use  of 
stimulants  will  find  it  difficult  to  answer  the  argument  of  this  admirable 
report. 

Pr.  Benj.  Lee  describes,  in  the  next  paper,  a  new  instrument  for 
the  treatment  of  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine ;  and  to  this  succeed 
the  reports  of  County  Societies.  These  reports  are  full  of  interest, 
having  been  laboriously  prepared.  Their  authors  have  studied  care- 
fully the  medical  matters  of  their  several  counties,  and  present  to  the 
State  Society  a  body  of  statistics  which  will  prove  of  great  value  to 
the  medical  historian.  This  plan  of  bringing  out  the  medical  topog- 
raphy and  medical  statistics  of  the  various  counties  of  a  State  strikes 
us  as  worthy  of  general  adoption.  A  mass  of  most  instructive  matter 
might  in  this  way  be  accumulated  by  the  Medical  Societies  of  the  sev- 
eral States. 


A  COURSE  OP  PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY,  ARRANGED  FOB 
MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 


BT  WILLIAX  ODLINO,  M.  B.,  V.  B.  8. 

FeHow  of  the  Bojil  Oblltge  of  Pbyiletanst  Itectamr  ob  OhMrfstiy  %t  St.  B»rtholoiiiew'e  Hospf- 
Ul.    H«]U7  0.l«»t    miAdelpUi^   ISBIK    Pp. Ml.    12-no. 


--1 

The  object  of  this  work  is  fMly  set  forth  in  its  intle  page.  But 
the  medical  students  for  whom  it  was  written  are  not  Aose  who  are  in 
attendance  upon  the  lecture  at  the  m^diosl  colleges.  It  is  not  a  text 
book,  but  a  manual  for  tb»  hcboratory,  or  for  the  practitioner  who 
wishes  to  apply  chemical  scfenee  to  the  soFution  of  problems  arising  in 
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his  practiee;  and  for  these  purposes  it  has  been  prepared  with  admi- 
rable judgment  It  la  at  onoe  concise  and  intelligible.  With  this 
volume  in  his  hand  the  physician  is  prepared  to  determine  what  ia 
present  in  abnormal  urine,  and  to  make  such  an  investigation  as  maj 
satisfy  him  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  any  suapeoted  poison.  Ev- 
ery student  of  medicine  should  place  it  in  his  library,  to  recall  wh»t 
he  may  remember  but  &intly  of  the  chemical  course,  and  more  espe- 
cially to  guide  him  in  those  investigations  which  he  will  have  occaaion 
to  make  after  he  enters  upon  praotice. 


THE  MEMBRANA  TTMPANI  IN  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE- 
ILLUSTRATED  BY  TWENTY-FOUR  CHROMO-LITHO- 
GRAPHa  

DR.  4BAU  POLITSBB, 

<0f  4b«  VftlTtnlty  of  Vtoaiuu  IkmndiUd  by  A.  llATnwioii,  M.  D.,  and  H.  G.  Nkw«o»,  V.  D., 
AMltteat  SufeoiM  of  the  Brpokiyn  Ejt  and  Bar  HotplUl,  KtmtaM  of  th«  Amoriaitt 

Ophthalmologicftl  and  Otologlcal  Societies.  New  York:  Wm.  Wood  A  Go. 


This  volume  certainly  contains  all  that  can*  possibly  he  said  in  re- 
ference to  the  minute  organ  in  question*  The  author  considers  all  the 
appearances  and  conditions,  in  reference  to  their  diagnostic  ^alue 
especially,  and  his  earefdl  elaborations  will  be  found'  extremely  uaeful 
as  a  guide  to  the  objective  diagnosis  of  aural  disease. 

The  nature  of  the  book  is  such  that  a  synopsis  would  afford  little 
profit  to  the  reader;  but  as  a  whole,  we  recommend  it  to  those  who  de- 
sire to  be  on  faii  oq  aural  soienee  and  art  A  f&vr,  practical  points 
may  be  noticed,  however.  As  a  substitute  ibr  the  more  costly  artifi- 
cial ear-drum,  a  disc  of  thin  vulcamied  rubber,  with  a  small  wire  from 
the  centre  an  inch  or  aone  in  length  is  suggested.  Open  perforations 
anore  than  a  line  in  diameter  rarely  heal.  Calcareous  deposits  in  the 
»membrane  may  exist  without  impairing  the  hearing.  They  are  found 
•sometimes  in  ears  supposed  to  be  ntnrmal.  In  chronic  inflammations 
of  (the  middle  eat,  as  an  astringent,  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  sine  is 
prefecred,  to  be  used  by  allowing  the  external  meatus  to  be  filled  with 
it  for  ten  .minKtes  twice  a  day.  When  no  perforation  exiats,  the  blow* 
ing  of  weaker  saline  solutioBS,  sueh  aa  efclorida  of  sodium,  muriate  of 
ammonia9.Ao.|  Hktough  theepMiachiaB^ eathetar  is  raoommended.    In 
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aente  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear,  irhen  the  pain  is  ezcesBive  and 
penifitent  from  retention  of  secretions,  the  author  punctures  the  mem- 
brane with  a  cataract  needle.  The  relief  is  speedy,  and  the  perfora- 
tion soon  heal. 

The  translators  are  worthy  of  praise  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
they  hare  done  their  work.  W.  H.  R. 


A  TEXT  BOOK  OF  PRACTICAL  MEDICINE,  WITH  PARTIC- 
ULAR REFERENCE  TO  PHYSIOLOaY  AND  PATHOLO- 
GICAL ANATOMY.  

BT  DB,  FBLIX  YON  NIEVETEB, 

PiofDMor  of  FaAology  and  TliMftpevtlM,  Diroctor  of  tlw  If adkwl  Olinio  of  Tnblngon.    TrsoB- 

lated  firom  the  aeTenth  Ckrman  edition  by  Gio.  H.  Humphektb,  M.  P.,  and 

Ghab.  B.  Raoklst,  M.  D.    New  York:  B.  Appleton  * 

Go.    1809.    Two  TolBiMe.    Pp.  731«  T61. 


Another  work  on  praotioe !  We  doubt  not  many  of  our  readers 
will  join  us  in  the  exclamation,  and  think  of  the  complete  works  of 
Wood  and  Aitken,  the  "system'*  of  Reynolds,  and  the  admirable  and 
unequaled  compendium  of  Flint,  as  suffioient  in  this  line.  Yet  we 
hare  no  regrets  at  the  appearance  of  another  candidate  for  professional 
fitYor,  but  rather  find  good  reasons  for  giving  this  new  comer  a  cheer- 
ta\  and  hearty  welcome.  In  no  part  of  the  world  is  clinical  medicine 
studied  with  more  ardor,  more  patience  and  pains-taking  perseverance 
than  in  Germany ;  no  where  are  the  effects  of  remedies  being  submit* 
ted  to  a  more  minute  scrutiny ;  nowhere  else  is  elementary  pathology 
undergoing  a  more  thorough  re-investigation,  and,  we  may  add,  pass- 
ing through  a  greater  revolution.  It  is  well,  then,  to  have  a  repre- 
sentative of  this  modern  German  school  in  our  language,  and  thus  ae- 
eeasible  to  all.  The  author  in  a  worthy  representative  of  that  school; 
his  reputation  as  a  clinical  teacher  is  among  the  best  of  his  country, 
and  the  fact  that  this  translation  is  from  the  seventh  edition  is  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  the  estimation  of  the  book  and  the  man  at  home. 

The  work  is  a  complete  and  methodical  treatise  upon  practice. 
7or  the  information  of  those  who  may  not  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine it,  we  will  say  that  it  begins  with  diseases  of  the  throat,  passes 
on  to  those  of  the  respiratory  and  digestive  organs,  and  ends  with  the 
constitutional  diseases.  There  is  to  be  noted,  then,  an  absence  of  any 
introductory  treatise  upon  general  pathology,  such  as  prefaces  the 
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works  of  Wood,  Aitken  and  Bennett.  On  the  other  hand,  we  find  sev- 
eral subjects  not  generally  included  in  works  on  practice  wiihvB, 
among  them  we  may  mention  diseases  of  the  uterus,  ovaries  and 
vagina,  virulent  and  non-virulent  inflammations  of  the  male  urethn, 
with  some  others. 

On  taking  up  this  work  we  turned  with  especial  interest  to  the 
chapters  upon  tubercle  and  consumption,  and  we  presume  most  of  our 
readers  have  read  something  of  the  new  doctrines  of  Niemeyer  in  re- 
gard to  phthisis,  and  are  interested  in  his  division  of  the  disease  iato 
several  distinct  ones,  which  are  distinguishable  always  pathologically, 
and  in  many  instances  clinically  also.  The  whole  subject  of  the  path- 
ology of  tubercle  is  undergoing  a  re-examination,  a  renewed  stadj  of 
it  being  stimulated  by  Yillemin's  discovery,  in  1865,  of  its  inocala- 
bility,  and  although  much  yet  remains  unknown,  although  there  is  fki 
from  being  harmony  among  pathologists,  this  much  has  certainly  been 
done :  the  reign  of  the  doctrines  of  LsDuneo  has  been  overthrown— 
much  has  been  added  to  our  knowledge — ^and,  to  speak  after  the  man- 
ner of  politicians  of  the  day,  a  '^new  departure"  has  been  taken  for 
the  final  attainment  of  the  whole  truth. 

It  is  singular  how  long  the  doctrines  now  current  have  maintained 
sway — singular,  when  it  is  known  that  in  many  points  they  do  not 
harmonize  with  the  observation  of  the  ancients,  nor  with  the  accepted 
doctrines  of  any  other  period  of  medical  history  before  the  present 
century,  nor  with  the  results  of  modem  research.  Lsennee  was  the 
founder  of  nearly  all  the  received  views  as  to  tubercule,  and  his  re- 
nown as  the  founder  of  physical  diagnosis,  aided  by  the  influence  of 
Louis,  fixed  them  upon  the  profession.  Yet  there  were  always  dis- 
senters, and  during  the  lifetime  of  the  originator  of  this  school,  Bross- 
sais  opposed  them,  and  so  did  Andral,  and  we  are  surprised  to  find  in 
this  work  (vol.  i,  p.  225)  Andral  termed  an  "unqualified  adherent  of 
Lssnnec's,''  because  Andral  recognised  the  origin  of  phthisis  in  inflam- 
mation,  both  bronchial  and  pulmonary,  and  also  in  hiemoptisis,  all  of 
which  were  denied  by  Lssnnec,  as  now — &e  diathesis  being  the  sole,  at 
least  the  chief  factor  in  the  origin  of  the  disease.* 

The  more  recent  school  began  with  Yirohow,  and  the  author  is  one 
of  its  chief  teachers.  The  term  tubercle  is  now  striotly  limited  to 
miliary  tubercle;  the  diffuse,  cheesy,  yellow  matter  called  "tuberen- 

«  The  student  who  woald  mMtar  the  history  of  the  doctrine  of  tnherole  firoin  mppo«n^ 
down  to  the  present  time,  ebonld  read,  *'  Die  Tnbertulooe,  die  Lnngenscbwindsiich  and  SenOi- 
lose.  Xach  historischen  nnd  ezperimeqtellen  stndlen  bearbeitet  Ton  Dr.  L.  Waldenbnrg/*  Scr- 
Un:  1869.  ^ 
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loxts,^'  Is  a  prochtet  of  inflammation,  and  not  tn'bercle  at  all.  The 
miliary  tubercle  may,  and  fVeqnently  does,  undergo  *^  oaseons  degen- 
eration,'* and  is  then,  also,  yellow  and  cheesy,  bnt  it  is  circnmscribed, 
either  miliary,  or  in  larger  nodules  formed  by  the  aggregation  of  mi- 
liary. This  "caseous  degeneration"  is  not  peculiar  to  tubercle,  any 
pathalogical  product  nay  pass  through  it — Yirchow  has  found  it  in 
the  middle  of  nalignaut  growths — but  the  exudations  of  pneumonia 
are  especially  pv«ne  to  it,  and  of  these  are  the  diffuse,  yellow,  cheesy 
deposits  in  the  hmgs,  called  with  us  *' tubercular  deposits,"  and  by  the 
softening  and  brea'king  down  of  which  cavities  are  formed,  and  thus 
arise  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  cases  of  consumption. 

These,  briefly  stated,  are  the  doctrines  of  the  modern  German 
school  of  pathologists  and  clinical  teachers.  Their  important  bear- 
ing up^n  the  doctrines  current  with  us,  as  to  the  origin,  course,  treat- 
ment and  prophylaxis  of  consumption  is  seen  at  a  glance;  they  effect, 
if  substantiated,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  complete  revolution  in 
medical  doctrknes. 

As  we  desire  to  give  our  readers  an  opportunity  of  judging  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  author  and  the  work,  we  will  quote  a  few  paragraphs 
in  relation  to  some  of  these  points.  Speaking  of  the  fact  that  "mod- 
ern physicians  and  cliaieal  teachers  only  recognixe  one  form  of  con- 
sumption," the  tuberculous,  he  says: 

"I iuive  loi^4x>nte8ted  this  doctrine,  and,  upon  various  occasions,  have  de- 
clared, in  diract  eoDtradiction  to  it,  that  destruction  of  the  pulmonary  tiMues, 
the  establishment 'of  cavities  and  consumption  of  the  lung,  are  much  more  fre- 
quentlT'  a  resultiof  chronic  inflammation  than  of  tubercular  deposit.''    (Vol.  i., 

Very  different  is  the  consumption  dependent  upon  tubercle.  This 
may  be,  of  course,  acute  or  chronic ;  the  former  is  so  similar  in  its  clin- 
ical features  to  typhus  that,  we  are  told,  the  most  experienced  often 
err  in  diagnosis: 

"The  deiielopment  and  progress  of  a  tuhertuhtu  consumption  differ  essen- 
tially in  type  from  anything  hitherto  described,  and  its  symptoms  are  so  char- 
acteristic-Aat  (the  diagnosis  of  this  form  of  consumption  (which  is  not  common), 
is,  as  a  rtOe,  easy.  In  the  first  place,  it  has  no  precursory  catarrh.  The  fever 
xmd  wasting  are  not  deferred  until  the  sputa  become  profuse  and  purulent,  the 
tubercular  eruption  being  accompanied  bj  a  marked  elevation  of  the  tempera- 
ture and  rapid  emaciation  of  the  body  from  excessive  calorification.  If  we  are  in- 
formed that  the  patient  did  not  begin  to  cough  and  expectorate  until  several 
sreeks  after  he  had  begun^to  decline  in  strength,  and  to  grow  pale  and  thin,  there 
is  jdwaya  reason  to  fear  that  he  has  tabereulous  consumption."    <P.  237.) 
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What  is  th«  connection  between  these  two  pathalogical  prodncts, 
the  caseons  matter  of  pneumonia  and  tubercle?  The  view  is  held  in 
Germany  that  the  latter  is  always  dependent  upon  the  foraier,  that  tu- 
bercle is  therefore  never  a  primary  but  always  a  secondary  disease. 
Niemeyer  does  not  go  so  far  as  this,  but  expresses  himself  cautiously: 

''Although  the  consolidation  and  destruction  of  tiie  pulo[ioaary  tissue  in 
consumption  is  mainly  a  result  of  inflammation,  yet  the  frequent  co-existenoe  in 
phthisical  lungs  of  the  products  of  chronic  pneumonia  and  tubercle  r&aden  it 
improbable  that  the  presence  of  the  latter  should  be  purely  accidental,  and  sug- 
gests a  causative  connection  between  tubercle  and  the  inflammatory  lesioML  Ac- 
cording to  the  common  opinion,  this  connection  is,  that  tuberculoab  is  the  pri- 
mary affection  to  which  the  pneumonic  process  is  secondary  and  dependent 
It  can  not  be  denied  that  this  view  is  right  in  certain  caees ;  in  a  great  major^ 
of  instances,  however,  the  converse  is  true ;  the  tuberculosis  supenrening  as  a 
secondary  process  npon  a  pre-existing  pneumonia.  It  is,  indeed,  rare  for  tobcr- 
cles  to  form  in  a  lung  which  does  not  contain  products  of  chronic  inflammatioi.'' 
(P.  27.) 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  etiology  of  phthisis  there  are  tkree  points 
of  this  creed  to  be  especially  noted : 

I.  The  denial  of  the  indispensible  necessity  of  a  peculiar  diathe- 
sis, and  the  recognition  of  its  indirect  inheritance,  i.  e.,  of  its  being 
caused  in  the  offspring  by  the  existence  even  of  pure  debility  alone  of 
the  parent: 

"  I  regard  the  wide-spread  doctrine  that  consumption  is  solely  dependent 
upon  a  diathesis,  from  which  it  proceeds  independently  of  all  so-called  "excit- 
ing causes,''  as  equally  gratuitous  and  dangerous."    (P.  214.) 

''The  tendency  to  consumption  is,  in  many  cases,  congenital.  When  the 
congenital  tendency  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  parents  were  consumptive  at  the 
time  of  begetting  the  oflfspring,  it  may  properly  be  spoken  of  as  inherited.  Bot 
it  is  not  (as  is  often  asserted)  the  malady  which  causes  the  inheritance,  hut  the 
weakness  and  vulnerability  of  constitution  which  had  already  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  consumption  in  the  parents,  or  which  had  arisen  in  them  in  consequence 
of  that  disease.  The  hereditary  constitutional  feebleness  of  the  (^Ipring  mar 
proceed  from  other  diseases  of  the  parent  instead  of  consumption.  Parents  af- 
flicted with  other  exhausting  maladies,  or  who  are  ruined  by  debaucheiy,  or  who 
are  far  advanced  in  years,  are  quite  as  liable  as  consumptive  parents  to  b^ 
children  who  come  into  the  world  with  a  predispodtion  to  consimii»tion."  (P.  213.) 

II.  A  distinct  recognition  of  the  occurrence  of  hasmoptisis  in 
persons  with  healthy  lungs,  and  the  dependence  of  consumption  upon 
the  hemorrhage : 

*'Many  physicians  do  not  hesitate  to  accept  a  bri^  haemopiiais  as  a  anre  sign 
of  incipient,  or  even  established  tuberculosis,  although  the  patient  may  presenl 
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no  eymptoiQB,  either  BuljeedTe  or  olgective^  of  diseaee  of  the  lungs,  and  wheo^ 
soon  after  the  occurrence  of  h^emqptisis,  aigns  of  consunptioa  have  uruen,  they 
confidently  assume  that  the  bleeding  has  been  caused  by  the  presence  of  tuber- 
cles, or  by  the  process  of  its  deposit  in  the  lungs. 

"I  must  earnestly  protest  against  this  opinion,  as  altogether  unwarranted,, 
and  franght  with  danger  to  the  patient.        ♦•♦•*•# 

^  In  the  very  great  minority  of  cases  in  which  'the  first  attack  of  hsemoptisiff 
has  not  been  preceded  by  either  oongh,  dyspnoea,  or  other  signs  of  pulmonary 
disorder,  the  lungs  are  free,  and  by  no  means  the  seat  of  tabercolar  deponi,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  bleeding.''    (P.  143.) 

Upon  this  point  the  author  is  in  harmony  with  all  anthorities  in 
medical  history  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  century;  the 
doctrine  was  only  departed  from  under  the  influence  of  Ls&nneo,  and  is 
now,  by  the  help  of  others  besides  Niemeyer,  being  re-installed  in  it» 
ancient  sovereignty. 

III.     The  direct  origin  of  phthisis  in  repeated  catarrhs  is  taught: 

"  Eyen  a  simple,  genuine  catarrh  may  extend  into  the  air  yesicles  In  a  person 
of  apparently  perfect  health  and  vigor.  Healthy  men  should  never  fsel  sure 
that  they  will  not  die  of  an  acute  or  chronic  catarrhal  pneumonia,  proceeding 
from  a  cold,  and  resulting  in  caseous  infiltration  and  destruction  of  the  pulmo- 
nary  substance,"    P.  210.) 

''  Whenever  there  is  the  slightest  suspicion  of  a  predisposition  to  consump- 
tion, every  catarrh,  no  matter  how  slight,  is  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  care, 
which  is  not  to  be  relaxed  until  the  catarrh  is  entirely  well.  *  *  •  Many 
patients  fall  a  victim  to  the  deeply  rooted  prejudice  that  a  neglected  oatanrh 
never  leads  to  consumption."    (P.  241.) 

These  extracts  will  suffice  to  show  how  our  accepted  doctrines  in 
regard  to  tubercle  and  consumption  are  assailed,  and  how  sweeping  is 
the  revolution  proposed. 

We  must  pass  on  to  some  other  points. 

In  therapeutics  the  author  will  be  found  more  reliable  than  fertile 
as  to  variety  of  means ;  more  sceptical  than  over-reliant  as  to  the  power 
of  medicines  to  control  morbid  processes.  The  reader  will  not  unfre- 
quently  find  some  of  his  therapeutic  idols  overthrown  by  a  rude  shock 
and  disposed  of  with  brief  ceremony.  On  the  other  hand,  several 
remedies  not  usual  with  us  are  frequently  prescribed,  and  we  can  af- 
ford to  balance  against  his  scepticism  the  confidence  which  we  can 
not  fail  to  feel  when  such  an  observer  and  teacher  states  a  medicine  to* 
be  efficacious.  But  whatever  doubts  he  may  entertain  and  express  aa 
to  the  powers  of  medicines,  we  speedily  become  convinced,  as  we  read 
his  pages,  that  they  are  neither  idle  whims  nor  prejudices,  but  the 
direct  offspring  of  clinical  experience.    In  the  preface  he  takes  occa^ 
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sion  to  lay  down  ihe  prineiples  whiok  should  gaide  «8  in  jndging  of 
tho  action  of  modioines,  and  they  are  the  only  correct  ones,  too  oflen 
overlooked,  too  often  forgotten.  Tears  ago  he  says  he  ''  declared  it 
idle  to  hope  for  the  time  when  a  medical  prescription  should  be  the  sim- 
ple resultant  of  a  oomputation  of  known  quaatities;"  he  laments  the 
tendency  to  seek  aid  from  physiology,  pathology  and  chemiatry,  all  of 
which  yield  now  and  then  ^'an  ingeniona  vaggestion;'*  believes  the 
stmdy  of  the  effect  of  medicines  upon  animals  useless,  or  at  least  as 
far  inferior  to  the  one  and  only  mode  of  studying  therapentics,  obser- 
vation at  the  bedside.  "The  empirical  method  of  investigation  is  the 
only  rational  and  proper  one  for  the  stndy  either  of  therapeutics,  or 
of  any  other  department  of  natural  science."  These,  as  we  said  be- 
^re,  are  correct  principles,  this  is  laying  a  sure  basis,  and  in  urging 
these  views  he  is  in  harmony  with  such  renowned  and  unsurpassed  clin- 
ical teaohera  a  Troosieau  and  G-ravea. 

We  will  begin  by  illustrating  his  seeptieism,  and  quote  from  the 
treatment  of  the  effusion  of  pleurisy  where,  we  think,  generally,  with  as, 
the  treatment  would  be  pretty  active  to  promote  absorption  and  free 
the  chest  of  the  water-logged  patient: 

''Remedies  for  the  promoting  of  re-absorption  of  the  eflusien  deserre  little 
reUanee.  It  i§,  indeed,  qaastionable  whether  it  be  possible,  by  any  therapeotic 
means,  to  bring  abowt  the  oonditions  upon  which  the  absorption  of  pleuritic  ef- 
iusion  depends.  If,  after  the  inflammatoiy  symptoms  have  subsided,  the  efib- 
flion  remain  unduninished,  all  medication  both  external  and  internal,  is  to  be 
njected,  and  the  application  of  blisters  is  of  very  doubtful  use.  «  «  *  The 
action  of  the  diuretics,  of  which  bi-tartrate  of  potash,  boracic  cream  of  tartar, 
and  the  juniper-berry  are  the  best,  is  very  uncertain,  so  that  we  can  not  promise 
ourselves  much  firom  their  use,  and  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  drastics  upon 
digestion  and  asssimilation  forms  a  serious  objection  to  their  emplojment.  *  * 
*  *  An  attempt  may  alee  be  made  to  exeite  re-absorption  hy  the  outward  and 
inward  administration  of  iodine,  which  has  a  well-known  reputation  as  an  ab- 
sorbent. I  have  seen  such  remarkably  rapid  absorption  take  place  under  the 
internal  use  of  syr.  ferri  iodidi  in  cox^junction  with  the  external  application  of 
a  weak  compound  solution  of  iodine  upon  the  affected  side  of  the  chest,  that  I 
can  not  help  regarding  the  beneficial  action  of  this  prescription  as  probable,  al- 
though I  do  not  regard  it  m  proved."    (Pp.  272,  27a.) 

The  '^ antiphlogistics "  are  not  in  much  favor  with  him;  he  is 
far  from  being  a  *' bleeder"  in  the  old  sense  of  the  term.  Neither  in 
pneumonia  nor  pleurisy  does  he  believe  venesection  has  power  to  cut 
short  the  progress  of  the  disease.  The  former,  indeed,  we  are  told, 
is  markedly  ^^ cyclical"  in  character,  a  fact  not  recognised,  "owing  to 
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the  aotiye  manner  in  whiob  we  used  formerly  to  attaek  the  disease, 
whereby  its  typical  coarse  became  deranged: 

"  Whicheyer  one  of  the  corrent  theories  upon  inflammation  we  may  adopt, 
none  of  them  even  paitiaily  uphokU  the  efficacy  of  venesection  in  jmeumonia. 
The  &ct  is,  nnfortnnatelj,  forgotten,  diat  the  most  intense  hypernmia,  by  itself, 
can  not  occasion  croupous  inflammation." 

"  I  had  rather  that  any  one,  dear  to  me,  and  sick  of  pneumonia,  were  in  the 
hands  of  a  homoeopath  than  in  the  hands  of  a  physician  who  thinks  that  he  car- 
ries  the  issue  of  the  maUdy  upon  the  point  of  the  lancet."    (P.  184.) 

Yet  he  does  not  banish  blood-letting  from  our  list  of  remedies, 
but  advises  resort  to  it  sometimes,  and  especially  local  bleeding.  In 
this  he  resembles  Bennett,  who,  while  denying  its  power  to  control 
inflammation,  yet  finds  in  it  a  speedy  relief  for  some  of  the  distressing 
symptoms.     Thus  in  pleurisy : . 

"  At  the  commencement  of  an  attack  of  pleurisy,  however,  I  can  not  suffi- 
ciently recommend  the  use  of  cold  and  of  blood-letting.  •  *  •  When  the 
patient  dreads  the  application  of  cold  compresses,  or  if  the  latter  do  not  relieve 
the  pain  and  dyspncea  in  an  hour  or  two,  a  tolerably  large  number  of  leeches, 
or  cut  cups  should  be  applied ;  and  if  the  pain,  which  is  almost  always  relieved 
by  the  depletion,  recurs  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  we  should  not  hesitate  to 
repeat  the  local  blood-letting  until  the  relief  becomes  permanent."    (P.  271.) 

In  pneumonia  he  would  bleed  under  the  following  circumstances : 

'^Whenever  the  pneumonia  has  attacked  a  vigorous  and  hitherto  healthy  sub- 
ject, is  of  recent  occurrence,  the  temperature  being  higher  than  one  hundred 
and  &ve  degrees  Fahr.,  and  the  frequence  of  the  pulse  rating  at  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  beats  a  minute. 

"Whenever  the  great  frequence  of  respiration  in  the  commencement  of 
a  pneumonia  can  not  be  traced  to  fever,  pain,  and  [or  7]  to  the  extent  of  the 
pneumonic  processes  alone,  as  soon  ob  a  Berowfoofmy  eoq^eeloraHon  appetsrSf  togeiker 
vUh  a  re^ration  of  forty  or  fifty  breaths  a  minicte,  and  when  the  rattle  in  the  chest 
does  not  cease  for  a  while  after  the  patient  has  coughed. 

"The  third  indication  for  bleeding  arises  upon  the  appearance  of  symptoms 
of  pressure  upon  the  brain,  not  headache  and  delirium,  but  a  state  of  stupor  or 
transient  paralysis."    (P.  186.) 

We  find  the  author  to  be  no  more  of  a  "mercurializer"  than 
bleeder.  He  does  not  hesitate  to  express  his  donbts  as  to  any  *' anti- 
phlogistic" power  of  calomel.  He  nevertheless  uses  it,  in  membrane- 
ous croup  for  instance,  and  supports  his  practice  with  very  similar 
reasoning  to  Flint.  There  is  high  authority  in  favor  of  it  doing  good — 
the  disease  is  rapid  and  very  generally  fatal — ^we  are  justified  in  using 
remedies  which  promise  even  but  little  where  we  are  wanting  in  those 
more  reliable. 
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He  is  far,  however,  from  denying  beneficial  effects  from  the  use  of 
calomel ;  thus  in  bronchial  and  intestinal  catarrhs  of  teething  child- 
ren, he  says : 

''Jnoomprehenaible  as  the  beneficial  efl^  of  this  drag  upon  either  of  theae 
diserdert  may  be,  yet  experience  has  alBnned  it  so  fhlly  that  we  can  not  hare 
any  hesitation  in  making  nse  of  the  remedy.  We  giTc  small  doses  of  from  tlie 
sixth  to  the  qnarter  of  a  grain,  three  or  fonr  times  a  day."    (P.  79.) 

He  is  an  advocate  of  ita  use  in  typhoid  fever : 

"After  the  accurate  observations  of  Wunderlich,  we  can  scarcely  doubt  that 
by  this  remedy  we  may,  in  some  few  cases,  cut  short  the  disease  (acoordiiig  to 
Wunderlich  one  or  two  gr.  v.  doses  are  enough),  and  that  in  the  great  nujor^ 
ity  of  cases  where  this  remedy  is  given  during  the  first  week,  and  before  the  o^ 
currence  of  much  diarrhoea,  the  course  of  the  disease  is  rendered  milder  and 
shorter.  The  experience  of  Pfeiffer's  clinic,  as  well  as  my  own,  perfectlj  sfpiveB 
with  Wunderlich's."    ( VoL  U^  p.  695.)* 

This  is  undoubtedly  a  just  estimation  of  mercuiialB ;  their  power  to 
control  inflammation,  to  promote  the  secretion  of  bile  more  than  doubt- 
ful— certainly,  in  the  language  of  the  Scotch  verdict,  made  to  escape 
acquittal  where  conviction  is  impossible — "not  proven" — ^yet  their 
value  in  many  deranged  conditions  and  diseases  established  upon  the 
firm  basis  of  clinical  observation.  We  are  glad  to  find,  then,  in 
Niemeyer  another  author  whose  influence  will  tend  to  check  the  too 
frequent  resort  to  these  valuable  but  not  harmless  remedies,  and 
we  trust  his  influence  may  be  potent  with  those  gentlemen  who  alwap 
have  their  patients  upon  "small  doses  of  calomel  and  ipicac,"  wbo 
always  talk  of  "rousing  the  secretions  1"  There  are  some  of  them 
\ef%  in  this  section.  If  any  of  them  are  troubled  with  an  "eclectic" 
rival,  let  us  remind  them  that  the  chief  corner  stone  upon  which  has 
been  built  up  that  school  of  dissenters,  is  the  abuse  of  mercurisls  bj 
regular  practitioners.     The  truth  may  be  unwelcome,  but  it  most  out! 

In  the  treatment  of  pleurisy  we  have  seen  that  he  recommends 
cold  applications  to  the  chest.  This  is  one  of  the  remedies  which 
will  be  new  to  the  profession  generally  here,  and  a  remedy  to  which 
we  think  the  laity  will  have  to  be  "educated**  before  we  can  resort  to 
it  much  I  In  pneumonia  they  are  one  of  his  chief  measures,  and  are 
believed  to  render  more  essential  service  than  the  palliation  which  gen- 
erally speedily  follows  their  application:  

*  The  abortire  mod*  of  hoAling  tjpkoid  ftvw  hj  calomel  hM  had  many  adherento  la  0«naajt 
and  the  general  treatment  by  small  doeee,  repeated,  for  their  laxatiTe  effect,  hat  the  high  anthor- 
ity  of  Lebert  in  ita  fltTor.  See  Hondboch  der  practlschen  medecin,  n.  I.,  b.  163,  Toblngea,  iaO> 
and  ilmer.  ybar.  <t^  JKed.  SMMMMt,  Jnly,  1864.    P.  183.  r^  J 
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"I  have  made  exteoflive  enploTmeiit  of  ooid ioi  the  traatmettt  of  pneomo-' 
nia,  and,  reljing  upon  a  large  number  of  very  £a.yoKable  resulta,  can  recommend 
this  procedure.  In  all  cases  I  cover  the  chest  of  the  patient,  and  the  affected 
side  in  particular,  with  cloths  which  have  been  dipped  in  cold  water  and  well 
wnmg  out.  The  compresses  must  be  repeated  every  five  minutes.  Unpleasant 
88  this  procedure  is  in  almost  all  cases,  yet  eren  afker  a  few  hotirs  the  patients 
assure  me  that  they  feel  a  matesial  raliet  TIm  pain,  the  dyBpii«aa,  and  often  the 
freqaency  of  the  puke,  are  rednoed.  Sonetimes  the  teBipeniliive  goes  down  mi 
entire  degree.       •        •       •        • 

''  In  the  hospital  at  Prague  evexy  pneumonia  is  treated  with  cold  compresses, 
and,  according  to  the  statements  of  Smoler,  it  is  exceptional  for  a  patient  not  to 
feel  material  relief  from  this  treatment."    (Vol.  i.,  p.  186.) 

We  are,  then,  "advancing  backwards'*  to  use  a  Hibernianism,  to- 
wards the  teachings  of  Currie.  But  we  do  not  speak  in  jest;  the  use  of 
water  as  a  remedy  has  been  neglected  by  us  almost  to  the  extent  of 
founding  a  school  based  on  its  exclusive  use,  and  we  hope  to  see  a 
revival  of  its  reputation.  There  is  high  authority,  and  abundant 
clinical  evidence  in  favor  of  the  value  of  cold  water  and  ice  in  the 
treatment  of  visceral  inflammations.* 

We  will  add  one  more  quotation,  favorable  to  the  use  of  a  remedy 
that  we  may  not  convey  the  impression  that  our  author  is  altogether 
a  sceptic.  Digitalis  is  a  medicine  in  great  favor  with  him ;  in  fevers 
and  inflammations  it  leduces  the  temperature  Atxd  the  pufse  without 
lowering  the  strength  of  the  patient.  In  the  following,  from  the  ar- 
ticle on  Dilatation  of  the  Heart,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  fully  commits 
himself  upon  the  disputed  question  as  to  the  medicine  being  a  cardiac 
tonic: 

''Pr^K)8se88ed  by  the  doctrine  of  Traube  regarding  the  efiect  of  digitalis 
upon  the  contractile  force  of  the  heart,  and  the  tension  of  the  aortic  system,  I 
formerly  regarded  the  use  of  this  remedy  in  dilatation  of  the  heart  as  unneces- 
sary, and  even  dangerous.  Of  late  years  I  have  convinced  myself,  from  a  great 
number  of  obeenmtions,  duit  digitalis  is  a  veiy  efficient  means  of  temporarily 
strengthening  the  heart's  oautraotile  powers,  and  of  thua  allaying  cyanosia  and 
dropsy.  In  dilatation  of  the  hearty  djgitaUa,  when  oombined  with  an  exnlusively 
milk  diet,  is  an  invaluable  lemedy.  I  have  repeatedly  succeeded  in  obtaining' 
complete  removal  of  dropsical  effiiaions  of  great  magnitude,  and  produced  con- 
siderable temporary  relief  by  this  mode  of  treatment."     (P.  325.) 

We  can  not  continue  our  quotations,  or  extend  our  remarks;  yet 
there  are  so  many  interesting  and  important  points  marked  for  no- 

^8e«»  for  iiuiUMice«  LeetmM  on- the  SfagBOfltowiid  TrMtmiSkt  of  Funetiooal  Koirom  Alfoc- 
tioni,  hf  Brown-Seqnard,  p.  60,  when  the  **  marked  benefit**  obtained  by  Michaelia,  Helm  and 
Kiwlwh,  la  ** inflammations  the  Tlieera  or  Mrow  membranes  of  the  cheet  and  abdomen,**  U 
4aiatfedto. 
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tiee,  that  we  find  it  at  dilieiilt  to  break  off  aa  we  do  to  ezpresfl  an 
opinion  of  the  merita  of  the  work  withont  laying  OftTBelTee  open  to 
the  charge  of  exaggeration.  Without  drawing  any  invidious  com- 
parisona  with  other  works  of  our  own  or  foreign  countries,  we  may  saj 
that  it  is  a  moat  ezoeilent  and  valuable  treatiae,  bearing  upon  its 
pages  the  narka  of  olose  obserration,  great  oliaieai  study,  sound  reason- 
ing and  good  judgment.  If  the  author  now  and  then  destroys  our 
confidence  in  a  favorite  medicine,  he  strengthens  it  in  many  others— 
if  he  demolishes  favorite  theories,  it  is  by  showing  that  they  are  in- 
consistent with  the  facta  gained  by  recent  progress — and  if  he  often 
confesses *the  powerlessness  of  our  art,  we  can  not  help  feeling  that  in 
whatever  there  is  to  do,  he  is  a  safe  guide  and  sound  counselor. 

We  must  add  that  the  translation  is  exceedingly  well  done ;  there 
is  an  entire  absence  of  awkward  sentences,  and  of  that  obscurity  of 
the  author's  meaning  so  often  seen  in  translations,  and  which  arise 
from  too  close  a  verbal  rendering  of  the  text.  The  publishers'  work 
has  been  done,  too,  in  excellent  style.  J.  C.  B. 


CORRESPONDENCE- 


Nxw  York  Citt,  Ootobxb  16, 1869. 

Dear  Journal:  In  the  course  of  time,  the  medical  lecturing  sea- 
son has  again  come  round,  and  at  the  various  schools  the  bustle  and 
excitement  plainly  indicate  the  commencement  of  a  new  campaign. 
The  old  war-horses  are  buckling  on  their  armor,  and  those  who,  this 
season,  make  their  dibut  upon  the  leoturing  atage,  await  with  high 
hope  and  eager  desire,  although  with  palpitating  hearts,  the  signal 
for  the  strife.  The  eity  is  fVill  of  students.  Bach  year,  our  gie*^ 
metropolis  is  deservedly  increasing  in  popularity  with  those  who  con- 
template the  study  of  the  healing  art,  and  our  colleges  were  nerer  in 
a  more  flourishing  condition. 

Our  advantages  for  clinical  instruction,  and  for  practical  stady  at 
the  bedside  of  the  sick — the  only  true  way  of  making  a  thorough  phy- 
sician— are  unsurpassed  by  any  city  in  the  world;  and  these  adtan- 
tages  are  constantly  on  the  increase,  by  the  erection  of  new  hospitals, 
asylum  and  dispensaries.     And  thus  a  double  good  is  efiected,  new 
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homes  for  ihe  relief  of  the  suffering  and  the  afflicted  are  seonred,  and 
the  medical  student  has  opened  to  him  new  waja  and  broader  eppor* 
tunities  for  inoieaaing  hie  asumnt  of  praotieal  information  and  umM 
knowledge. 

A  new  Eye  and  Bar  Infinaarj  is  abont  to  be  opened  at  No.  283 
£a8t  Thirty-fourth  street,  between  Second  and  Third  aTenues,  and  i» 
to  be  called  "  The  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  HoapttaL''  A  hospital 
building  is  to  be  erected  at  some  future  day.  The  directors  of  the 
institution  comprise  aome  of  our  moat  distingniahed  business  and 
medical  men.  There  have  been  elected  as  surgeona  to  the  hospital, 
Drs.  Agnew,    ■  and  Boosa.     This  is  an  institotion  that  has  long 

been  needed  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  and  will,  without  donbt, 
enjoy  a  great  popularity,  and  prove  to  many  an  inestimable  blessing. 

Of  the  new  hospitals,  the  Medical  Gazette  says: 

"On  the  18th  of  September,  1866,  the  comer'Stone  of  the  new  German  Hos- 
pital, which  is  located  on  the  plat  of  ground  bounded  bj  Seyenty-slxth  and  Sev* 
enty-eeventh  streets^  and  Fonith  and  Lezingtan  aTenues,  was  kdd  hy  Mayor 
Gnnther.  The  erection  of  the  building  has  proceeded  slowly,  owing  to  the  want  of 
fiinds,  and  eyen  at  present  but  one  of  the  two  payillions  of  which  the  hespitalis 
to  consist,  has  been  completed.  Although  the  establishment  is  known  as  the 
Geiman  Hospital,  the  subscription  list  bears  the  names  of  many  of  our  natiye- 
bom  citizens,  and  it  Is  intended  that  persons  of  all  countries,  colore,  creeds  and 
conditions  shall  be  received  there,  so  fiu*  as  the  capacities  of  the  building  will 
permit 

"  The  Booeevdt  JBbqntoi.  Ground  was  broken  a  few  days  ago  for  the  erection 
of  the  Booeevelt  Hospital.  The  location  chosen  ii  the  block  bounded  by  Fifty- 
eighth  and  Fifty*ninth  streets,  and  Ninth  and  Tenth  avenues.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  late  Mr.  Boosevelt  left  the  sum  of  one  million  dollars  to 
found  and  maintain  a  hospital  in  this  city.  The  work  of  designing  a  suitable 
building  has  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  Oarl  Pfeifler,  the  well-known  architect.  It 
is  probable  that  the  comer-stone  will  be  laid  at  the  end  cf  next  month. 

"  The  New  York  HcepUal.  The  managen  and  the  trustees  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  have  purchased  a  plat  of  ground  at  the  comer  of  Twenty-ninth  street 
and  Ninth  avenue,  on  which  a  building  will  be  erected  covering  a  space  one  hun- 
dred feet  square.  It  will  be  used  as  an  adjunct  [to  the  principal  building  at 
Bloomingdale.  Excavations  have  been  commenced,  and  the  architect,  Mr. 
Carl  Pfeiffer,  is  engaged  in  preparingthe  plans." 

The  corner-stone  of  a  new  hospital,  ^St.  Michaers  Hospital,  has 
recently  been  laid  in  the  neighboring  city  of  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
and  the  erection  of  the  building  is  now  in  active  operation.  It  is  to 
cost  forty  thousand  dollars :  will  be  of  red  brick,  with  trimmings  of 
brown  stoDC,  and  three  stories  in  height.    There  will  be  accommoda* 
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tions  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  patients,  the  wards  being  twentj-two 
in  number.  The  dimenaons  of  the  building  will  be  ninety-six  by 
forty-eight  feet,  and  a  rear  extension  tweaty-feut  by  forty-two  feet, 
for  the  chapel. 

On  Monday,  October  4th,  the  regular  course  of  lectvree  commenced 
At  the  College  of  Phyaidians  and  Surgeons.  The  introductory  address 
was  deliyered  by  Profeeaor  McLean,  atfd  was  listened  to  with  marked 
interest  by  a  large  audienee. 

The  UniTcrsity  Medical  College  is  now  comfortably  settled  in  their 
new  quarters  on  Twenty-sixth  street,  opposite  Bellevue  Hospital,  and 
all  things  are  now  moTing  onwards  prosperously.  Students  are  flow- 
ing in:  new  blood  and  youthftd  teal  haTe  been  admitted  to  lecturing 
corps:  and  CTerything  indioatea  renewed  lifs  and  activity.  The  Uni- 
Tcrsity  will  gain  immensely  by  its  change  of  base.  The  introductory 
lecture  to  the  ensuing  winter  course  will  be  delivered  next  Monday 
night,  by  Professor  Draper. 

Bellevue  Hospital  Medieal  College,  and  the  Female  Medical 
School,  are  also  once  more  in  active  operation. 

The  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  that  most  important  institu- 
tion, convened  ita  fortieth  annual  course  of  lectures  in  the  University 
building,  on  the  4th.  The  lectures  on  chemistry  are  delivered  on 
Wednesday  and  Friday  evenings,  by  Professor  C.  F.  Chandler:  on 
materia  medica  and  botany,  on  Monday  and  Friday  evenings,  by  Pro- 
fessor  ,  and  the  lectures  on  Pharmacy  on  Monday  evenings,  at 

eight  o'clock,  by  Dr.  Edward  R.  Squibb. 

During  the  term,  the  second-course  students  have  abundant  oppor- 
tunities afforded  them  of  witnessing  many  of  the  operations  spoken 
of  by  the  lecturers,  conducted  at  the  various  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, on  an  extooaive  scale. 

Yours  Tsry  respectfVilly, 

James  B.  Btjrnett,  M.  D. 
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MISCELLANY. 


ON  THE  PATHOGENESIS  AND  TBEATMENT  OF  STERIL- 
ITY IN  THE  HUMAN  FEMALE. 


BT  WH.  0.  BOaSBS,  M.  D.,  OF  NEW  YORK. 


OiMohiilirf  J^pHi  A§  Oti6b$r  Nmmltr 

Sometimes,  on  the  same  day,  one  bougie,  after  remaining  in  a  lit- 
tle while,  may  be  withdrawn,  and  a  larger  one  passed,  but  not  often. 
Strictures  of  the  os  internum  uteri,  like  strictures  of  the  urethra  in 
the  male,  are  irritable  and  capricious,  and  must  either  be  coaxed  or 
taken  when  in  good  humor. 

If  it  is  going  in,  the  bougie  must  pass  in  quickly,  almost  preci- 
pitately. I  think  I  understood  Dr.  Kammerer  to  say  that  he  also 
made  use  of  steel  bougies  of  graduated  sizes.  All  I  have  to  say  about 
this  is,  that  safe  as  these  may  be  in  skillful  hands,  and  successful — 
they  have  not  been  so  in  mine — they  cause  pain,  and,  I  think,  excite 
irritation  and  spasmodic  contraction  in  the  upper  os,  which  makes  it 
dilBcult  to  pass  them  through  it;  and  if  pushed  in  forcibly,  might,  I 
should  think,  do  mischief.  1  can  conceive  of  cases  in  which  it  might 
be  necessary  to  incise  the  outer  os,  or  to  dilate  the  cavity  of  the  neck 
with  sponge  or  laminaria,  in  order  to  introduce  the  bougie ;  but  when 
a  hysterotome  of  any  kind,  a  sponge-tent  or  slip  of  laminaria  can  pass, 
a  Blender-pointed,  flexible,  gum-elastic  bougie,  I  should  think,  could 
be  passed  also,  and  with  time  and  patience  effect  the  obpect.  Try  to 
learn  the  course  of  the  stricture,  pass  in  the  bougie  in  it,  firmly  and 
quickly,  through  the  os,  au/and.  If  it  means  to  go,  it  will  then*,  and 
may  l>e  retained  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time.  I  Delieve  it  would  be- 
well  to  leave  it  in  for  some  hours.  If  you  do  not  succeed  after  a  short 
trial  suspend  the  operation  till  a  later  day.  If  the  stricture  is,  or  be- 
comes irritable,  the  more  you  trj,  the  less  likely  you  are  to  succeed. 
Success  is  either  null  or  immediate.  When  complete  dilatation  has 
been  obtained  with  a  bougie  of  large  size,  the  passage  of  it  becomes 
easy,  but  it  must  be  repeated  at  intervals;  after  menstruation;  per- 
haps best  in  the  true  inter-menstrual  period  (ten  or  fourteen  days  af- 
ter), for  if  the  women  should  happen  to  have  conceived,  abortion 
would  almost  inevitable  follow  the  introduction  of  the  bougie  into  tiie 
uterine  cavity.  The  bougie  should  be  new,  firm,  and  not  too  fiexible, 
or  it  will  double  up  and  not  pass.  Bougies  that  have  been  used  a  few 
times  are  liable  to  this  objection.  If,  a^r  withdrawing  the  bougie,  a 
laminaria  tent  could  be  introduced,  and  left  d  dimeure  some  days^  it 
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would  be  well ;  but  it  is  not  easy  or  always  possible,  and  tbe  boogie 
alone  must  be  depended  upon. 

All  these  operations  baye  for  their  object  tbe  facilitation  of  the 
menses  and  removal  of  dysmenorrboea,  and  tbe  allowing  of  an  easier 
and  freer  entrance  to  tbe  spermatozoa.  But  beyond  tbis  is  the  aid 
afforded  to  methods  intended  to  effect  tbe  change  in  tbe  uterine  secre- 
tions necessary  to  insure  the  vitality  of  the  spermatozoa.  If  this  can 
not  be  done,  our  researches  and  conclusions  upon  this  point  in  the 
pathology  of  sterility  will  be  of  no  avail.  It  is  to  be  effected,  as  far 
as  I  know,  by  cauterization,  chiefly  with  nitrate  of  silver,  introduced 
in  the  solid  form,  or  by  injection,  into  the  cavity  of  the  neck  and 
uterus;  although  other  substances  are  employed.  Dr.  Sims*  pamphlet 
is  unfortunately  silent  on  this  point.  Courty  ranks  among  curable  causes 
of  sterility,  simple  or  complicated  imperf oration,  congenital  or  acci- 
dental narrowness  of  the  uterine  orifices,  the  frequent  cause  of  me- 
chanical dysmenorrhoea;  and  says,  by  dilatation  and  double  incision 
of  the  neck,  he  has  obtained  unquestionable  cures  of  more  than*  fifteen 
sterile  women,  whose  fecundation  followed  the  treatment  in  from  three 
to  five  months.  Flexions,  when  very  decided,  are  causes  of  sterility, 
and  uncurable  when  held  down  by  adhesions;  and  be  does  not  par- 
take of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Joulin,  on  the  small  importance  of  defla- 
tions of  the  uterus  as  causes  of  sterility.  He  thinks  that  the  glana 
penis  should,  at  the  moment  of  ejaculation,  be  opposite  to  tbe  meatus 
uterinus ;  and  that  even  a  temporary  restoration  to  the  natural  position 
(p.  1008)  suffices  sometimes  for  fecundation ;  and  that  after  this,  and 
after  dilatation  even,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  attempting  fecundation, 
and  that  certain  positions  of  the  female  in  coitus  are  preferable  in  some 
cases  to  others.  Hypertrophy  even  of  one  lip,  and  conicity  of  the 
neck,  congestion,  in|ammation,  granulations  and  fungosities,  are  all 
obstacles  to  fecundation.  This  appears  to  be  also  the  opinion  of  Earn- 
merer,  of  C.  Mayer  of  Berlin  (1856),  whom  he  cites  in  his  paper. 

In  Dr.  K.'s  patients,  retroversion  (twenty),  anteversion  (eighteen), 
anteflexion  (eighty-three),  retroflexion  (seventy-one),  hypertrophy  (six- 
ty-five), small  08  (twenty-four),  stricture  of  internal  os  (thirty-five) 
were  the  commonest  lesions,  and  seven-eighths  of  the  whole  number 
were  affected  with  some  form  or  other  of  uterine  catarrh.  If  the 
views  which  I  have  herein  presented,  relative  to  the  occasional  and 
frequent  destructiveness  of  tJie  accompanying  secretions  to  the  sper- 
matozoa be  correct,  some  of  the  sterility  in  them  may  be  fairly,  I 
think,  attributed  to  it,  and  some  of  the  successes  to  the  means  em- 
ployed for  its  removal.  Courty  thinks  that  very  abundant  leucorrh«al 
secretion  may  expel  the  semen  from  the  uterine  cavity,  when  it  has 
once  entered,  and  tbe  very  viscid,  tenacious  mucus  which  plugs  tbeos 
oppose  its  entrance.*  Vaginal,  he  thinks  less  injurious  Uian  uterine 
mucus,  the  latter  of  which  may  have  a  very  injurious  inflence  upon 
tbe  relatively  very  small  quantity  of  sperm  which  enters  the  uterine 
cavity  (1012).     He  adds:     In  a  great  number  of  oases  the  great abon- 

«  Sometimes  the  semen  Is  aU  instantly  thrown  off  by  the  vaginft,  by  too  soon  rising  allsr  esitiA 
(StanslS). 
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dance  of  the  leacorrboBa,  and  even  its  pnralence,  does  not  prevent  fe- 
cundation. 

Conrty  differs  from  Jonlin  as  to  the  effect  of  a  want  of  orgasm  on 
the  part  of  the  female.  He  thinks  it  may  occur  without  being  felt  or 
expressed,  that  it  is  capable  of  development  and  education,  and  hence 
fecundation  seldom  occurs  until  after  some  months  ^twelve,  eighteen, 
twenty-four  and  thirty-six)  of  married  life ;  again,  in  some  cases  of 
sterility,  coinciding  with  perfect  general  health  of  the  genitals,  and 
only  attributable  to  absolute  defect  of  orgasm,  even  in  women  very 
desirous  of  becoming  mothers ;  or  awaking,  together  with  fecundity, 
after  a  lapse  of  years,  and  thence  pursuing  the  natural  course  of  its 
evolution;  a  new  lover,  or  husband  perhaps,  determining  the  result. 
But  it  is  equally  certain  that  many  entirely  cold  and  passive  women 
are  extremely  fecund.  Sterility  on  the  other  hand,  may  depend  upon 
a  totally  opposite  condition.  Menorrhagia  (a  precocious  abortus),  or 
int«r-menstrual  menstruation,  by  its  tendency  to  reproduce  itself  when 
the  ovum  is  recently  fecundated,  becomes  an  obstacle  to  gestation. 
The  number  of  causes,  single  or  allied,  upon  which  sterility  may  de- 
pend, should  certainly  render  us  sober  of  promise  to  women  in  whom 
it  is  onlv  relative,  and  affords  hope  of  recovery;  while  the  very  frequent 
realization  of  that  hope,  under  well-directed  treatment,  should  war- 
rant a  patient  and  continued  effort  on  the  part  of  both  patient  and 
physician. 

Among  the  chief  means  of  correcting  the  morbid  conditions  of  the 
uterine  mucus  membrane  upon  which  noxious  secretions  may  depend, 
may  be  said  to  be  cauterizations  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  neck 
and  cavity,  and  certain  intra-uterine  injections.  The  caustic  most  com- 
monly in  use  is  nitrate  of  silver,  used  externally  to  ulcerations  and 
abrasions  of  the  neck,  and  internally  applied  to  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  neck  and  cavity,  to  repress  granulations  and  fungosities,  to  di- 
minish hvpersecretion,  and  by  modifying  the  morbid  condition  of  the 
glands  which  produce  leucorrhcea,  cnange  the  character  of  the  secre- 
tion itself  into  one  less  injurious  to  the  vitality  of  the  spermatozoa. 
Upon  this  subject  M.  Courty  says:  "The  cauterization  may  be  per- 
formed, after  dilatation,  with  a  camel's  hair  brush,  but  as  this  is  an 
unenergetic  method,  the  idea  has  arisen  to  introduce  the  solid  nitrate 
and  apply  it  directly  over  the  surface." 

Various  porte -caustics  have  been  devised  for  this  purpose,  intended 
to  secure  the  caustic  from  being  broken  off  within  the  cavity.  "  But," 
says  M.  C,  ^^  having  myself  met  with  the  accident  and  satisfied  myself 
not  only  of  its  harmlessness,  but  of  its  happy  results,  I  fix  a  piece  of 
solid  nitrate  of  silver,  of  suitable  length,  in  an  ordinary  platinum  porte- 
nitrate  with  a  long  handle;  place  the  patient  in  supination;  introduce 
a  wooden  speculum;  examine  very  gently  with  a  sound  the  direction 
of  the  utero-cervioal  canal,  and  immediately  after  carry  the  crayon  of 
nitrate  of  silver  even  into  the  uterine  cavity."  This  is  easily  said,  but 
is  it  quite  as  easy  to  do?  M.  C.  continues:  "Instead  of  endeavoring 
to  withdraw  it  intact,  I  use,  on  the  contrary,  all  my  endeavors  to  pre- 
cipitate it,  to  break  it  off,  which  is  not  very  easy  to  do,  aud  I  abandon 
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it  in  this  cavity  (p.  265).  The  vagina  is  then  tamponed  with  a  dotb, 
wetted  in  a  solution  of  salt  in  water,  sustained  by  a  second  one,  and 
the  speculum  withdrawn."  "I  can  saj,"  he  adds,  ''that  I  do  not 
know  any  more  heroic  means  than  this  little  operation,  which  it  is  not 
often  necessary  to  re^^t,  in  the  treatment  of  obstinate  leucorrhcsa.  I 
have  not'  observed  serious  accidents  to  follow  it.  Once  only  I  saw  atro- 
cious pains,  not  yielding  to  baths,  antispasmodics  nor  narcotics." 
The  neck  having  swelled,  and  the  os  being  occluded,  he  incised  it 
some  hours  afterwards,  to  facilitate  the  expulsion  of  the  mucus  and 
caustic  itself.  In  all  the  other  cases,  the  pains,  "even  very  strong  in 
a  small  number  of  women,'*  have  always  yielded,  however  violent,  to 
general  and  local  antispasmodics,  and  to  cool  hip-baths,  with  contin- 
uous vaginal  irrigations,  prolonged  if  necessary  for  some  hours. 

Those  of  my  readers  who  may  feel  disposed  to  adopt  this  heroic 
and  comparatively  innocious  and  "incomparable"  little  remedy,  619, 
will  do  well  to  consult  M.  Gourty's  Traite  Prat.,  &c.,  Paris,  1866,  p.  264 
and  7,  618.  It  is  to  be  employed  only,  be  it  remembered,  when  the 
passages  are  freely  pervious,  and  there  exists  neither  metritis,  perime- 
tritis, ovaritis,  flexion,  deviation,  stricture,  nor  constriction  of  ori- 
fices. 

M.  Courty  is  not  in  favor  of  intra-uterine  injections.  He  says  thai 
they  are  the  most  dangerous  that  can  be  employed,  and  has  seen  them 
instantly  followed  by  very  formidable  accidents,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
possibility  of  their  passing  through  the  tubes  into  the  peritoneal  cav- 
ity and  giving  rise  to  fatal  peritonitis.  M.  0.  uses  no  other  fluid  than 
pure  water,  and  even  then  only  where  there  exists  a  perfect  faeili^  for 
,  the  escape  of  the  injected  fluids. 

Dr.  James  Eammerer,  of  this  city,  whose  paper  on  Uterine  Ca- 
tarrh, reprinted  Arom  the  American  Journal  of  Ohttetrict,  vol.  ii..  No. 
2,  Aueust,  1869,  I  have  just  been  favored  with,  is  a  warm  advocate,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  their  behalf,  and  uses  them  constantly  with  safe^ 
and  success.  When  catarrh  is  accompanied  with  true  angular  ante- 
flexion, the  posterior  lip  of  the  uterus  must  be  incised  by  Emmet's  op- 
eration, to  straighten  the  canal  and  provide  for  a  free  exit  for  the  ca- 
tarrhal secretion ;  and  extreme  smallness  of  the  external  os  requires  a 
bilateral  incision.  The  patient  being  placed  in  a  recumbent  position, 
a  sound  is  introduced  into  the  uterus,  and  the  depth,  capacity  of  the 
cavity  and  the  mobility  of  the  organ  accurately  measured  and  ascer- 
tained. A  cylindrical  speculum  is  then  introduced  into  the  vagina. 
In  order  that  an  entire  permeability  of  the  cervico-uterine  canal  shall 
exist  before  the  injection  is  attempted.  Dr.  K.  is  careful  to  dilate  it 
by  means  of  a  series  of  sounds,  four  in  number,  of  varying  siiee,  made 
of  copper  or  German  silver,  of  which  exact  figures  are  given  on  pp. 
14  and  15  of  the  pamphlet  alluded  to.  These  are  suocessivelv  intro- 
duced through  the  speculum,  until  full  dilatation  of  the  canal  is  ob- 
tained; after  which  injection  and  escape  of  the  injected  liquids  are 
easy  and  safe.  After  washing  out  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  with  a  long- 
nozzled  india-rubber  bag  syringe,  the  appropriate  remedy,  in  li(^iiid 
form,  is  injected.     These  are  chromic  acid,  Lugol's  solution  of  iodine, 
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dilute  or  conoentrated,  and  carbolic  acid  dilated,  and  alBO  Bulph.  zinci, 
ten  grains  to  the  ounce.  Of  carbolic  acid  as  an  intra-uterine  injec- 
tion, I  find  no  notice  in  the  three  French  works  I  have  consulted,  Jou- 
lin,  Courty  and  Becqurel,  and  do  not  know  with  whom  it  originated. 

Dr.  Squibb,  in  a  recent  pamphlet,  speaks  of  it  as  a  mild  local  an- 
lesthetic,  useful  in  cystitis  and  leucorrhoea,  and  says  that  its  use  has 
often  been  favorably  noticed  in  the  foreign  journals.  Weak  solu- 
tions of  these  dilute  substances  may  be  freely  injected,  raised  to  a  cer- 
tain temperature,  not  cold ;  but  of  the  concentrated,  ten  to  twenty 
drops  is  the  most  that  can  be  safely  injected,  the  dilute  being  in  ordi- 
nary cases  the  most  prudent.  Caution  and  skill  are  necessary ;  for 
Dr.  K.  himself  allows  (p  23)  that  accidents  may  occur  occasionally, 
notwithstanding  the  most  careful  observance  of  the  rules  he  has  laid 
down  (p.  12).  Dr.  E.  observes  that  he  has  often  cured  patients  of 
their  catarrh,  as  well  as  their  sterile  condition;  but  the  peculiar  mor- 
bid action  of  the  secretions  upon  the  spermatozoa,  to  which  in  this 
paper,  I  have  endeavored  to  direct  attention,  is  not,  so  far  as  I  have 
observed,  alluded  to.  Dr.  E.  remarks  that  a  new  cause  of  sterility, 
hitherto  little  attended  to,  may  be  a  destruction  of  ciliary  uterine  epi- 
thelium from  the  too  powerful  application  of  escharotics.  The  direc- 
tion of  the  cilia,  however,  is  from,  and  not  toward  the  uterine  cavity. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  safety  and  efficacy  of  intra-uterine  in- 
jections in  Dr.  E.'s  experienced  hands,  and  many  cases  are  cured  by 
it  no  doubt,  which  would  resist  any  other  mode  of  treatment.  Dr.  K. 
looks  upon  uterine  catarrh  as  the  most  frequent  cause  of  sterility  in 
the  female,  having  met  with  it  in  three  hundred  and  forty-two  cases 
out  of  four  hundred  and  eight,  but  without  assigning  any  reason. 

The  womb,  in  the  present  state  of  therapeutics,  must  be  looked 
upon  as  a  meek  and  long-suffering  organ,  which  endures  with  wonder- 
ful patience  the  rough  handling,  the  burnings,  slashings,  pokings  and 
scrapings  it  receives  at  the  hands  of  the  gynse-atrics.  Still  gentleness 
and  caution  are  necessary;  for  it  does  not  ahoay$  submit  to  them  with- 
out resistance,  remonstrance,  or  recalcitration. 

If  these  remarks  shall  conduce  to  a  better  study  and  understand- 
ing of  the  causes  of  sterility,  and  a  more  successful  treatment  for  its 
removal,  my  object  in  writing  them  will  be  happily  attained.  The  ac- 
tion of  the  vagino-uterine  secretions  upon  the  spermatozoa,  will  soon, 
I  have  no  doubt,  become  an  interesting  and  important  specialty,  and  I 
trust,  will  receive  speedy  and  due  attention. — Medical  Kecord,  Se^L 
16,  1869, 
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The  life  of  a  true  physician  is  that  of  a  student.  To  keep  pace 
with  the  wonderful  progress  of  Medicine,  both  as  science  and  art,  in 
these  modern  days,  requires  both  a  disciplined  and  industrious  miDd. 
Nor  is  it  sufficient  merely  to  be  a  receptacle  of  the  treasures  of  other 
minds — to  possess  information,  however  large;  these  treasures  most 
be  digested  and  assimilated,  in  order  that  such  knowledge  may  be- 
come a  power  for  the  great  end  of  the  physician's  life — the  cure  of 
disease.  Some  fail  in  the  acquisition  of  knowledge ;  they  neglect  study 
of  books  and  journals,  and  their  libraries  remain  meagre  as  they 
were  ten,  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  when  they  first  received  or  as- 
sumed the  title  of  doctors,  while  in  practice  they  are  dull  routinists, 
and  the  activity  of  their  minds  is  expended  in  cunning  devices  to  get 
patients,  in  courting  popular  favor,  all  things  to  all  men,  shaking 
hands  with  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry,  like  some  petty  aspirant  for  a  con- 
stableship,  in  sharp  trades  or  in  the  debasing  pursuits  of  local  politics. 
Let  such  men  reconcile  this  conduct  with  the  high  responsibilities  of 
their  vocation  and  with  their  best  usefulness  and  happiness  as  they 
can. 

-  There  are  still  others  who,  while  diligent  in  the  acquisition  of  that 
knowledge  with  which  the  press  teems,  do  not  properly  weigh,  compare, 
discriminate  and  judge — have  simply  information,  which  they  use  in 
a  hap-hazard,  hit-or-miss  sort  of  a  way.  The  physician  ought  to  be  a 
ruminating  animal.  Many  an  hour  of  lonely  riding,  many  an  boor  of 
weary  watching  in  the  home  of  a  todious  but  healthy  parturient,  could 
bring  rich  profit  to  a  mind  stored  with  knowledge  from  various  authors— 
that  observes  where  views  harmonize,  where  they  differ — discriminates 
between  the  true  and  false,  and,  finally,  by  a  process  of  mental  compo- 
sition^ builds  up  as  complete  a  structure  as  possible  of  some  particular 
disease  and  its  therapeutics ;  and  the  hours  thus  occupied  would  be 
rescued,  many  a  time,  from  absolute  loss,  and'  sometimes  pven  from 
worse  than  loss,  for  there  are  thoughts,  dreamy  and  unsubstaDtial, 
floating  through  the  idle  mind  that  are  like  the  "drowsy  syrups  of 
the  East,'land  "medicine"  it  to  passionlesg,yftU^,yP0K§di^^Ji3i^'*^'» 
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while  other  thoughts  may  debase  and  degrade,  corrupt  and  kill  the 
moral  nature. 

The  complete  man,  the  physician  of  symmetrical  mental  develop- 
ment, will  not  only  acquire  but  appropriate — will  not  only  read  and  ob- 
serve, but  also  reflect.     Reflection  will  fructify  acquisition. 

There  is  one  department  of  professional  knowledge  which  almost 
all  physicians  too  much  neglect.  In  the  richness  of  the  present  we 
are  all  prone  to  neglect  the  treasures  of  the  past.  We  remember  a 
sentence  from  Cicero,  found  in  one  of  Dr.  Tilt's  volumes,  which  is 
pregnant  with  force :  Nescire  quod  antequam  natus  esses  factum  sit,  id 
temper  essepuer.  Without  enlarging  upon  this  topic,  we  wish,  in  cpn- 
eluding,  to  enforce  it  by  a  quotation  from  Charles  Bell's  History  of 
Surgery,  a  quotation  which  we  And  appositely  introduced  in  an  Intro- 
ductory Address  recently  delivered  by  Mr.  Sampson  Gamgee,  at  the 
Queen's  Hospital  School,  Birmingham:  '^  We  learn  that  art  improves 
slowly,  and  by  degrees  scarcely  perceptible  in  an  age,  and  that  what 
one  man  is  able  to  do  or  accomplish  is  as  nothing  when  compared 
with  that  accumulated  knowledge  which  has  descended  from  our  pre- 
decessors. It  is  not  merely  in  diminishing  the  resources  of  profess- 
ional skill  that  this  disregard  of  study  is  to  be  deplored.  The  ne- 
glect of  the  literature  of  the  profession  deprives  the  student  of  all  en- 
thusiasm and  love  for  it;  he  is  brought  up  deficient  in  liberal  views, 
and  is  taught  to  overrate  the  importance  of  the  person  under  whom 
he  has  been  educated,  and  to  content  himself  to  walk  in  the  trammels 
of  his  particular  practice.  Those  who  are  ignorant  of  the  history  of 
the  art,  and  not  aware  of  the  observations  and  discoveries  of  the  great 
men  who  have  preceded  them,  are  in  continuous  danger,  in  striving 
after  new  inventions,  of  only  restoring  what  has  been  discovered,  tried 
and  rejected  before  their  time." 

The  Doctors  of  Herat,  in  Afghanistan. — General  Perrier  says 
as  in  their  eyes  every  European  is  a  doctor,  their  conversation  never 
ceased  running  on  the  healing  art,  of  which  they  considered  them- 
selves distinguished  professors.  They  often  brought  with  them  their 
drugs,  in  order  that  I  might  tell  them  how  to  use  some  chemicals, 
which  they  had  received  froui  India.  They  gave  these  chemicals  in. 
progressiva  doses,  in  all  obstinate  cases,  until  they  found  out  the  right, 
dose,  and  in  what  disease  to  use  them.  Finally,  one  of  them,  Mirza 
Aska,  pulled  a  bottle  of  cyanuret  of  mercury  from  his  pocket,  and 
requested  to  know  what  devil  of  a  salt  that  could  be.  ^^It  has  been 
of  little  or  no  use  to  me,"  he  added,  "for  of  over  one  hundred  pa- 
'  tieats  that  I  have  given  it  to,  all  died  but  one." — Caravan  Jour  neyt: 
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Bb.  N.  PufKinnr,  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  Britbli  Medieal 
AsBOoiation  from  the  Amerioan,  and  also  a  representative  of  the  Hed* 
ical  Department  of  the  Navy,  was,  like  our  friend,  Dr.  Hibberd,  a  few 
days  too  late  in  his  arrival  at  Leeds  for  the  meeting.  He  addressed  a 
letter  to  Dr.  Chadwiok,  the  President  of  the  British  Association,  ex- 
pressing his  regret  at  the  mbtake  as  to  time,  full  of  fraternal  feeling, 
enlogistio  of  some  famous  names  in  our  own  countrj  and  in  Great 
Britain,  and  not  lacking  in  rhetorical  flights  eminently  oharacteristio 
of  the  author :  the  letter  is  too  long  for  us  to  republish.  Dr.  Chad- 
wick  writes  the  following  handsome  letter  in  reply: 

Leeds,  Auoubt  8, 1860. 

''Mt  Dbab  Sm:  I  batten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  interest- 
ing letter,  and,  on  behalf  of  the  Aasodation,  over  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
preside,  express  to  you  our  regret  that,  by  an  accident,  you  should  have  arrived 
too  late,  exactly  to  Ailfill  your  important  mission. 

"That  Buch  a  minion  waa  about  to  honor  na  was,  in  some  way  or  other, 
known  to  our  recent  meeting,  and  ita  arrival  was  anticipated  with  lively  satiakc- 
tion. 

"Had  you  been  present,  you  Jwonld  have  found  that  the  signal  and  unex- 
pected honor  conferred  on  our  Aseociation  by  the  graceful  recognition  of  the 
United  States  Government,  of  which  you  were  the  bearer,  would  have  been  duly 
estimated ;  and,  in  the  cordiality  of  your  own  personal  reception,  you  would 
have  discovered  how  thoroughly  we  in  England  reciprocate  those  sentiments  of 
patriotism  and  good  will,  to  which  you  so  eloqently  give  utterance.  Yon  would 
likewise  have  found  that  your  numerous  pioneers,  in  the  improvement  of  med- 
>  ical  science  and  art,  are  well  known  here,  and  their  labors  duly  estimated.  I 
abstam  firom  naming  them  individually — even  that  of  our  illustrious  visitor  to 
the  Oxford  meeting,  whose  presence  there  gave  additional  brilliancy  to  that 
altogether  remarkable  gathering — ^lest  I  should,  by  unintentional  omission,  do 
iijustioe  to  many  others  equally  deserring  mention,  hundreds  of  whom  adorn 
the  American  profession.  Had  you  arrived  in  Leeds  in  time  for  the  meeting 
you  would  have  discovered  that,  whether  on  this  or  on  that  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
or  in  any  other  country,  the  ardent  cultivator  of  medical  science  is,  without  envy 
and  without  jealousyi  duly  honored  by  us,  and  that  the  only  warfare  we  recog- 
nise as  justifiable  between  our  kindred  races  is  that  bloodless  encounter,  the  result 
of  which  secures  the  advancement  of  our  common  profession,  and  the  more  per- 
fect alleviation  of  the  ills  of  suffering  humanity. 

"  I  shall  not  fail  to  inform,  through  the  medium  of  our  Journal,  not  only  the  five 
hundred  members  who  were  present  at  the  Leeds  meeting,  but  our  four  thousand 
Associates,  and  through  them  the  entire  profession  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  honor 
done  them  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  President  of 
^e  American  Association. 

"It  is  tally  intended  that  delegates  shall  attend,  on  oar  behalf,  the  next 
^neeting  of  your  Association  in  America.    They  will  be  charged  to  acknowledge, 
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u  opportunity  may  serre,  the  ooiideiceiiBio&  of  the  United  States  QoTenunent, 
and  the  coxdial  good  will  of  the  American  protenon,  aa  eridenoed  in  jonr  mia- 
aion  here;  and  thej  will  UkewiM  ezpreaa  oar  entire  i^mpathy  in  thoae  aenti* 
menta  of  which  yon  haye  prored  jonraelf  ao  able  an  exponent;  and  thna,  by  the 
interchange  of  theae  kindly  oonrtedeay  we  ahall  draw  cloeer  thoae  bonds  of  amity 
and  good  feeling  which  ahoold  ever  animate  the  membera  of  a  common  calling. 

''I  haye  the  honor  to  remain,  yoor  yery  fidthinl  and  obedient  aeryant, 

"Ghablbb  Coadwigk. 

''To  Ninian  Hnkney,  Esq.,  Sorgeon  United  Statea  Nayy,  etc.'' 

BsDVOTioN  OF  Dislocations  bt  Manipulation. — The  following 
extract  from  the  Addreu  in  Surgery,  British  Medical  Association,  by 
Mr.  Nanneley,  will  be  read  with  interest,  especially  by  those  members 
of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society  who  hea^  at  its  last  meeting  the 
discussion  upon  reduction  of  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  femur,  and 
they  will  remember  a  most  absurd  implied  statement  made  by  one  of 
the  speakers,  which  here  meets  with  its  contradiction : 

"In  the  whole  roond  of  anrgery,  I  know  of  nothing  more  perfect  than  the 
reduction  of  a  dislocated  limb  by  manipulation,  aa  it  haa  been  not  inaptly  called. 
To  thoae  who  haye  only  aeen  a  dialocated  hip,  for  instance,  replaced  by  the 
common  method  of  extension  and  counter-extension  with  pulleys,  and  for  the 
first  time  witness  a  few  painless  'and  comparatiyely  gentle  moyements  made  with 
the  dislocated  thigh  by  the  unaas&sted  surgeon,  the  process  yeiy  likely  not  occu- 
pying a  minute,  and  find  the  limb  restored  to  ita  normal  condition,  the  pro- 
ceeding most  appear  almost  like  magic.  To  Dr.  Beed,  of  Bochester,  U.  S.,  we 
are,  I  belieye,  indebted  for  first  directing  attention  to  this  plan,  which  he  pointed 
out  aa  applicable  to  two  of  the  four  yarietiea  of  hip-joint  dislocation.  The  method 
ia,  howeyer,  capable  of  a  &r  more  extended  application  than  Dr.  Beed  ap- 
pears to  haye  been  aware  ol  In  our  Infirmary,  we  haye  reduced  not  only  eyery 
form  of  dialocation  the  hip  ia  liable  to,  but  thoae  of  the  ahoulder  also.  I  haye 
practiced  it  in  a  man  aeyenty-three  yeara  old,  and  I  haye  aasiated  my  coUeague, 
Mr.  T.  P.  Teale,  to  do  so  in  a  child  of  only  two  years.  My  own  caaea  of  succeaa 
number  upwarda  of  twenty,  and  each  of  my  colleagnea  haa  had  aeyeraL  Many 
caaea  haye  been  reported  by  Mr.  Birkett  in  Gby'a;  Mr.  Hutchinaon  in  the  Lon- 
don Hospital;  and  by  other  surgeons  in  hospital  and  priyate  practice,  so  that 
the  general  yalue  of  the  method  may  be  r^arded  aa  fairly  established.  I  may 
mention  that  its  successful  performance  mainly  depends  upon  attention  to  two 
things — 1,  our  anatomical  knowledge,  enabling  na  to  place  the  bonea  and  muadea 
in  the  moat  adyantageons  position ;  and,  2,  on  bringing  the  muscles  into  a  proper 
condition,  in  which  they  shall  haye  neither  too  much  nor  too  little  power  of  ao- 
tion,  for  either  state  will  preyent  success.  If  their  action  be  too  great,  their  re- 
aiBtanoe  can  not  be  oyercome;  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  entirely  suspended,  the 
head  of  the  bone  will  not  be  drawn  into  or  maintained  in  its  natural  cayity. 
Hence  the  aniesthetic  should  only  be  carried  tu  enough  to  suspend  yolition  and 
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spaamodic  action,  leaying  some  liUle  power  of  perception  and  oontnedaiL 
When  in  this  semi-passiye  oondition,  the  limb  should  be  finnlj  seized,  put  into 
gentle  rotary  motion  in  sach  a  direction  as  our  knowledge  of  the  artachmwit  of 
its  muscles  tells  us,  when  they  act^  will  cause  them  to  draw  the  head  of  the  bone 
towards  its  socket,  and  then,  by  a  sudden  and  more  forcible  action,  they  aie 
roused  into  quick  contraction,  by  which  the  bone  is  partly  pulled  into  its  socket 
To  eyexy  dislocation  of  the  ball  and  socket-joints,  this  simple  method  is  applica- 
ble; to  the  hinge-joints,  it  is  not  equally  so." 

Spina  Bifida;  Injection  op  Iodine;  Recovebt. — The  rule  is 
that  these  cases  die.  M.  Roux,  of  Mezimieux  (France),  has  recently 
published  in  the  Bulletin  de  ThdrapetUique  the  case  of  a  girl  six  weeks 
old,  presenting  this  deformity.  The  tumor  hung  from  the  extremity 
of  the  sacrum  to  the  lower  third  of  both  thighs.  The  author  first 
made  an  exploratory  puncture,  and  removed  about  an  ounce  of  limpid 
fluid.  He  tried,  then,  the  following  plan :  An  assistant  was  desired  to 
hold  the  tumor  in  such  a  manner  as  to  occlude  the  opening  into  the 
spinal  canal ;  the  operator  then  injected  an  ounce  of  the  following  sola- 
tion:  Distilled  water,  eleven  drachms;  tincture  of  iodine,  three 
drachms  and  iodide  of  potassium,  one  hundred  and  eighty  grains. 
The  liquid  was  left  five  minutes  in  the  aac,  the  latter  being  kneaded 
with  the  hand  of  the  operator.  The  solution  was  then  withdrawn  to 
the  last  drop  by  the  exhausting  agency  of  the  syringe.  This  proceed- 
ing succeeded  so  well  that,  in  a  fortnight,  there  was  only  a  hard  nu- 
cleus left,  no  larger  than  a  walnut.  M.  Roux  attributes  his  success 
to  the  occlusion  of  the  canal,  and  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  very  kst 
drop  of  the  injected  fluid. — Medical  Pten  and  Circular. 

Dr.  Kraus,  the  Editor  of  the  Allgemein  Wiener  Medizinische  Zei- 
tung^  against  whom  an  action  was  brought  a  short  time  ago  by  Dr.  Bill- 
roth, for  having  erroneously  attributed  to  him  (Dr.  Billroth)  the  leav- 
ing of  a  piece  of  sponge  in  the  abdomen  of  a  patient  afler  ovariotoay, 
has  been  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  fiorins,  or  to  undergo 
twenty  days'  imprisonment,  with  costs. — British  Medical  JaumaL 

Treatment  of  Malignant  Pustule. — Dr.  Caspar  of  Stassfnrth 
asserts,  in  the  DeuUche  Klinik,  that  he  has  treated  several  hundred 
oases  of  malignant  pustule  successfully  by  strong  solution  of  ammonia; 
and  that  all  the  patients  recovered  except  one — a  pregnant  woman, 
whose  stomach  rejected  everything.  The  dose  for  children  was  one, 
two,  or  three  drops ;  and  for  adults  four  drops,  given  every  hour,  day 
and  night,  in  sweetened  barley-water.  The  treatment,  he  says,  must 
be  continued  until  the  inflammation  ceases  to  spread  round  the  pus- 
tule. The  local  application  of  solution  of  chlorine  is  of  little  or  no 
value. — British  Medical  Journal, 

The  Anjesthetic  Action  op  Chloral. — At  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Physiological  Section  of  the  British  Association  in  Exeter,  Dr. 
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Richardson  was  requested  by  the  President,  Mr.  Bosk,  to  undertake 
the  investigation  of  chloral,  proposed  as  an  ansosthetic  by  Dr.  Oscar 
Liebreich,  of  Berlin,  during  the  present  year.  ^  An  important  series  of 
experiments  upon  animals  and  birds  was  accordingly  carried  out  in 
the  laboratory  of  tho  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  by  Dr.  Bichardson, 
with  the  able  assistance  of  Dr.  Shapter,  Dr.  Kelburn  King  of  HuU«  . 
and  the  house-surgeon  and  pupils  of  the  hospital.  Chloral  was  dis- 
covered by  Liebig,  in  1832,  and  afterwards  was  investigated  by  Dumas. 
It  is  made  by  acting  on  alcohol  with  dry  chlorine  gas.  It  is  a  color- 
less volatile  liquid,  of  specific  gravity  1 .502 ;  and  boils  at  two  hundred 
and  two  deg.  Fahrenheit.  Its  vapor  has  a  pungent  odor.  When 
choral  comes  into  contact  with  water  it  turns  into  a  white  crystalline 
solid  substance — hydrate  of  chloral — ^which  is  the  substance  Dr.  Rich- 
hardson  subjected  to  experiment.  When  this  substance  is  treated  with 
an  alkali,  it  is  decomposed  into  chloroform  and  into  formiate  of  the 
base.  Liebreich  speculated  that,  if  the  hydrate  of  chloral  were  in- 
troduced into  a  living  body,  chloroform  would  be  gradually  libera- 
ted under  the  influence  of  the  alkali  of  the  blood,  and  that  sleep  would 
follow  as  from  chloroform,  but  for  a  longer  time.  Liebreich  made 
many  experiments  in  regard  to  this,  putting  animals  and  even  human 
beings  to  sleep  for  long  periods :  in  one  case  a  dose  of  forty-five  grains 
produced  sleep  in  a  man  for  sixteen  hours.  Dr.  Bichardson,  m  his 
researches,  first  tested  whether  chloroform  is  given  off  when  the  hy- 
drate of  chloral  is  mixed  with  blood,  and  proved  it  was  so  by  distill- 
ing over  the  liberated  chloroform  from  the  blood.  He  next  made  a 
standard  solution,  which  consisted  of  one  part  of  chloral  to  two  of 
water.  Afterwards  he  put  Leibreich^s  experiments  to  the  test,  and 
then  made  his  own  series  of  special  investigations.  The  results  of  his 
researches  were,  that  chloral  was  decomposed  in  the  living  body,. as  Lie- 
breich affirms.  It  gives  off  chloroform,  and  it  forms  a  formiate  of 
soda  with  the  blood.  The  chloroform  thus  liberated  produces  sleep, 
which  is  in  every  sense  the  same  as  the  sleep  from  chloroform  itself. 
The  substance  can  be  given  either  by  the  mouth  or  by  subcutaneous 
injection.  Two  parts  of  hydrate  of  chloral  are  equivalent  in  physio- 
logical value  to  seven  of  chloroform;  the  sleep  it  produces  maybe 
made  to  extend  over  four  and  even  five  hours;  but  vomiting  is  fre- 
quently produced  previously  to  sleep,  and  there  is  only  a  brief  period 
of  actual  insensibility,  the  body  being,  if  anything,  hypersensitive  to 
touch  and  pain,  even  during  the  stupor.  With  great  care  in  regula- 
ting the  dose,  recovery  may  be  pretty  certainly  insured,  but  death  is 
very  liable  to  be  induced  by  slight  excess  of  the  quantity  adminis- 
tered. Death  takes  place  by  the  continuation  of  sleep  with  rapidly 
falling  temperature  of  body.  Having  discovered  the  physiological 
value  of  hydrate  of  chloral  in  comparison  with  the  like  application  of 
pure  chloroform.  Dr.  Bichardson  next  investigated  the  relative  dangers 
and  advantages  of  these  two  anaesthetic  agents.  He  further  compared 
the  hydrate  of  chloral  with  bychloride  of  methylene,  tetrachloride  of 
carbon,  and  chloride  of  amyl,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the 
effects  of  the  hydrate  of  chloral  could  be  obtained  by  those  other 
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agents  simply,  and  with  greater  safety.  While,  therefore,  he  recog- 
nised that  Liehreioh  has  hrought  out  a  very  valnahle  physiological 
trath — ^that  the  animal  body  is  capable  of  decomposing  some  chemical 
compounds,  and  that  the  symptoms  in  the  animal  may  be  dae  to  the 
formation  of  secondary  products — ^he  did  not  think  that  the  hydrate 
of  chloral  would  practically  supersede  opium,  chloroform,  and  similar 
narcotising  agents  now  in  medical  use.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed 
that  the  decomposition  of  blood  which  it  induces  by  the  formation  of 
formiate  of  soda  is  detrimental. — Brituh  Medical  Journal. 

Hydrate  or  Chloral. — ^Dr.  J.  W.  Ogle  has  been  giving  a  trial  to 
this  new  remedy  in  seyeral  cases.  It  has  proved  most  useful  and  sat- 
isfactory in  its  action  as  a  hypnotic  in  small  doses — ^viz.,  doses  varying 
firom  five  to  ten  grains.  In  a  slight  attack  of  delirium  tremens,  twenty 
grains  acted  very  sufficiently  and  well  in  procuring  sleep.  In  one 
case  only  did  any  unpleasantness  attend  its  administration,  and  thai 
was  when  peculiar  sensations  about  the  head  were  complaineed  of  bj 
a  woman  suffering  from  chronic  peritonitis,  who  took  five  grains.  On 
the  following  night  four  grains  were  given  along  with  a  few  drops  of 
chloric  ether,  and  no  such  unpleasant  results  followed. — Lancetj  Oe- 
oher  16th. 

ExPERiHSNTS  ON  THE  Pangrsatio  Juiox. — In  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Paris  M.  Chauvin  and  M.  Morat  have  recently  read  a  paper 
''On  the  Pancreatic  Juice/*  and  the  conclusions  at  which  they  have 
arrived  are — first,  that  the  general  results  of  their  experiments  on 
artificial  digestion  with  this  fiuid  agree  with  those  made  by  older 
experimenters,  from  Eberle  to  Claude  Bernard.  Secondly,  that  in  such 
experiments  with  artificial  digestion  the  action  of  the  pancreatic  juice 
is  not  checked  by  the  presence  of  gastric  juice,  nor  by  hydrochloric 
acid  considerably  diluted  with  water.  Thirdly,  that  at  ordinary  tem- 
peratures, and  in  inert  vessels,  the  juice  does  not  act  so  energetically 
as  when  maintained  at  the  temperature  of  the  body,  and  under  the 
infiuence  of  the  movements  of  the  digestive  fiuid.  Fourthly,  in  the 
digestion  that  ordinarily  takes  place  in  the  stomach — ^and  this  is  a  cap- 
ital point — the  pancreatic  juice  preserves  its  energies  intact,  notwith- 
standing the  presence  of  the  gastric  juice,  and  may  initiate  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  stomach  a  complete  digestion  of  the  three  species  of  ali- 
mentary substances.  And,  lastly,  they  state  that  in  a  clinical  point 
of  view  they  have  obtained  remarkable  results  with  the  aid  of  pan- 
creatic juice  and  extract. — Laiicet,  October  16th. 

Married — ^Wednesday  evening,  October  13th,  1869,  at  the  resi- 
dence [of  W.  P.  Hill,  Knightstown,  Indiana,  by  the  Rev.  S.  B.  W. 
Shryock,  J.  H.  Stuart,  M.  D.,  of  Spiceland,  Indiana,  to  Annie  M. 
Lynch,  of  the  former  place. 
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SALTS  OF  MORPHIA. 

We  bftTe  tho  pleMuro  of  Informing  oar  medioal  and  dmggiit  IHonds  that  w  oan  now  rapply 
ov  own  brand  of  jNirt  BalU  tf  Jfofpftfa,  In  an/  quantity  that  may  b^  desired.  Onr  arrangemontu 
•re  rach  aa  will  enable  ne  to  Aimish  the  taipJbalf,  eeitate,  mmriah,  waUHtmattf  ate.,  in  lota  of  one 
kndttd  or  one  lAeMand  ommm,  and  alaOi  all  lh$  aoid  ^koMdal  pr  tooiilw  q^  eptam  naed  in  medicine. 

The  jSulpkait  ^  JTofyMo— the  salt  moat  naed  by  American  practitioner*— we  preeent  in  the 
tmn  of  beantlfol,  white,  downy  cryatala,  of  the  M^M  pwifip  ana  eeoallaMa;  and  theae  are  placed 
in  TialB  holding "%  onnoe  each ,  aroifdnpola.  We  Tcntnie  to  state  that  modem  cfaemlatry  is  incapa- 
ble of  prodnclng  the  aotlTe  piineiplea  of  opium  in  greater  perfection  than  is  foond  hi  Uie  salts  we 

No  agent  is  more  generally  naed  or  relied  npon  by  physidana  than  Morphia;  and  hence  the 
tBBportanoe  of  aecorisg  It  In  the  highest  atote  of  Integrity*  free  ftom  all  attennatlon  or  sophisti- 
satton. 


CINCHO-QUININE. 

OnicHO-Qmmn  ratolts  flmn  a  series  of  experiments  upon  the  Cinchona  Barks,  nndertaken  In 
cor  laboratory,  with  the  riew  of  presenting  the  medicinal  alkaloidal  principles  in  an  eqnally 
sOcient,  bat  pisasanter  and  cheaper  form  than  Solphate  of  Qninine.     Tkik  dtiiraMa  mi  Jboa  ftssM 

aoo<iaij>riilh>Mf- 

It  is  mannfoctored  from  a  mlxtore  of  the  flnsst  Tarietlsa  of  the  leoM  and  ChUiafa,  or  the  Fnle 
and  Yellow  PernTlan  Barks,  and  no  — tttowca  cr  iaorwUsiil,  b«l  wika<  scMt  walaraWif  im  tibsas  hmkh 
•liars  <iile  ii»  aonwosMMk  The  crystallsable,  alkaloidal  principles  of  thsse  barks,  upon  which 
their  therapentic  inllaence  depends,  disassociated  from  mineral  adds,  constitntss  Oincho*Qainine. 

It  presents  the  tonic  and  febriftige  properties  of  bark.  In  their  most  plsasant,  dirsct  and 
natnral  form,  and  is  adapted  to  npiaoe  salphnte  of  qolnine,  and  is  preferable  to  that  salt,  from 
ths  following  considerations : 

1.  It  exerts  the  foil  therapentic  inflnenoe  of  salphate  of  qalnlne.  In  the  same  doses,  wlthont 
cppresslng  the  stomach  or  creating  nansea.  It  does  not  prodaoe  cerebral  distress  as  salphate  of 
qunine  is  apt  to  do,  and  In  the  large  number  of  cases  in  which  it  has  been  tried,  it  has  been  found 
to  prodaoe  much  less  ooDStltutlonal  disturbanoss. 

t,    n  haaAt  grmi  adMudoM  qf  Msg  nmrlf  taatobsi.     The  bitter  is  Tory  slight,  and  not  an- 
tsant  to  the  most  scnaltiTet  delicate  woman  or  child. 


S.  It  is  less  costly  than  salphate  of  qjolnfne.  Like  the  sulphate  of  qolnine  the  price  will 
flactnats  with  the  rise  and  foU  of  barks,  bat  we  shall  supply  it  at  all  Umss  at  less  than  the  lowest 
market  price  of  that  salt. 

Clncho^Quinlne  we  present  in  the  form  of  snow-wMte  ciystaBtoe  liakos,  easily  rsdoced  to  pow- 
der by  robbing,  and  perfectly  soluble  in  weak  addolated  water.  It  is  placed  in  rials  holding 
each  one  oonce,  of  the  same  nie  and  form  of  those  holding  salphate  of  qafiolne. 

Ko  directions  for  Its  employment  are  needed,  as  ft  may  be  used  In  the  same  quantities  and 
fonns,  and  for  the  same  aflbctions  as  sulplmte  of  quinine,  so  folly  understood  by  ersry  physician. 

Any  physician  In  the  United  States,  by  inclosing/oar  Arm  otwf  §Umf§  to  onr  address,  will  rs- 
eeire  by  return  post,  a  specimen  of  Oincho^olnine  soiBolent  fos  satisfoctory  trial. 


FOR  SALE  BY  DRUQQISTS  THROUGHOUT  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


PBSPABSD  BT 

JAMES  E.  NICHOLS   &    CO., 

MANUFAOTUBING   GHBMiISTS> 
jolylyr  BOSTON* 
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ELEGANT-  PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS 

MAJUVWAiJTVUEm  BT 

JOHN    WYETH    &    BROTHER, 

PHILADELPHIA,  PEXN. 


The  attention  of  Fliysfclans  Is  solicited  to  otr  more  recent  FhanAaceaticsl  Preparations.  Oir 
'facilities  for  mannfactnrlng  enable  ns  to  ofTer  these  preparations  at  a  less  rate  to  Physicians  and 
DmggistB  than  they  can  be  prepared  for,  except  on  a  rery  large  scale.  They  are  made  with  scnipaloiu 
exactness,  and  are  in  every  respect  identical  with  what  we  dispense  over  oar  retail  coaoters.  Tbey 
will  be  supplied  by  the  leading  Druggists  in  all  our  large  cities,  or  we  will  send  samples  to  Physidsu, 
'With  price  list,  free  of  charge. 


Elixir  Fhospliate  ^on,  Quinine,  and 

There  is,  perhapa,  no  prescription  so  gen- 
erally used,  and  with  such  gratlf^ng  results,  as 
the  above  combination.  Owing  to  the  intensely 
bitter  taste  of  the  solution  or  the  mmp,  patients 
•very  generally  olject  to  them,  and  many  sensi- 
tive stomachs  rq]ect  their  administration.  Phy- 
sicians hesitate  to  prescribe  In  pill  form  from 
the  want  of  prompt  action— the  frequent  pass- 
ing away  from  the  system  undissolved,  and  the 
•occasional  onmnlatlve  action  of  the  Stiychnla 
-when  the  pills  are  long  retained.  This  Elixir 
has  been  extensively  used  with  very  gratlMng 
results,  and  does  not  seem  open  to  any  of  the 
above  obdections.  Using  pure  alkaloids  of  Qui- 
nia  and  Strychnia,  the  exceas  of  add  is  not  re- 
quired, the  bitter  taste  is  not  developed,  and  the 
Slixer  is  readily  taken  by  children  as  well  as 
adults. 

Bach  teaspoonfhl  contains  two  grains  of 
Phosphate  of  Iron,  one  of  Ovinia,  and  one-six- 
tleUi  of  a  grain  of  Strychnia. 

Adult  dose,  one  tcaspoonAil  three  times  a 
day. 

Ferro  Phot phoreted  Elixir  of  Oentian. 

This  preparation  is  identical  In  strength  to 
the  Gomp.  Inftislon  of  Gentian  of  the  Pharma- 
-copoBia,  with  the  addition  of  one  grain  of  Phos- 
phoreted  Iron  to  each  teaspoonful. 

This  Ferro  Phoephoreted  Tonic  Bitter  ex- 
•djtes  the  appetite.  Invigorates  digestion,  and  op- 
erates as  a  general  corroborant  Blended  with 
AromatScs,  and  slightly  acidulated  with  Phos- 
phoric Acid,  it  proves  grateftil  to  the  most  deli- 
cate stomach. 

Give  to  children  one-half  to  a  tea^oonful 
iMlbre  eating.  Adults  a  dessertspoonful  as  often. 

Elixir  of  Hops. 

This  preparation  represents,  In  the  most 
agreeable  form,  the  Tonic  and  Anodyne  proper- 
ties of  Hops.  There  are  few  medicines  of  more 
real  value,  and  lesa  open  to  ol^ection  from  con- 
tinued use.  In  cases  «  wakefhlness,  nervous  tre* 
mors,  and  the  general  irritability  so  often  asso- 
•dated  with  Dyspepsia.  Tliis  equals  in  strength 
the  officinal  Tincture  of  Hops. 

Adult  dose,  one  or  two  leaspoonftils. 

Elixir  Valerianate  of  Ammonia. 

(OODDABn'S  vonniLA.) 
This  preparation,  combining  the  iUmalant 
and  anti-spasmodic  properties  ot  both  Valerian 
and  Ammonia,  in  a  form  agreeable  and  oonven- 
d  ent,  has  proven  a  valuable  agent  in  all  cases  of 
Nervous  Derangement*  Henralgia,   Hysteria, 


Nervous  Headache,  and  in  all  those  complicated 
disorders  consequent  upon  nervooa  debUitj  ao4 
depression.  • 

Adttlt  dose,  ona  or  two  teaspoonfnis. 

Elixir  Valerianate  Ammonia  and  dni- 
nine. 

This  Is  simplj  our  Elixir  Valerianate  of 
Ammonia,  with  the  addition  of  one  grain  o( 
Qttinia  to  each  fluid  draohm.  It  is  an  asreeable 
and  eflbctlve  Anodyne,  and  a  powerAil  Nerve 
Tonic 

Physicians  and  Apothecaries  will  find  it  a 
muoh  more  elegant  preparation  than  can  be  pre- 
pared extemporaneoushr,  or  than  can  be  aisds 
from  any  of  the  Salts  of  Quinine. 


pared< 
iromai 

Elixir  of  the  PyroplioaphAte  of  Iron, 
nov,  win  raoemoBoa  amd  cAua4TA. 

Promptly  tonic,  without  being  irriuting  or 
stimulant,  combining  the  effects  of  Phosphorus 
and  Iron  with  the  ooidial  and  tonic  influenoescf 
the  Cinchona  Elixir.  The  freedom  from  all  oa- 
pleasant  taste,  and  the  ease  with  which  this  pre- 
paration is  borne  by  even  the  most  sensltin 
stomachs,  together  with  its  read/  asslraOaUoD 
with  the  feed,  and  consequent  rapid  absotp- 
tion,  render  this  preparation  specially  valoable. 
It  is  used  with  benefit  in  all  insUnoes  where  s 
nerve  tonic  is  indicated. 

Each  teaspoonftit  represents  the  activity  of 
five  grains  of  Calisaya  Bark,  together  with  twe 

Sains  of  the  Soda-Pyrophospbate  of  Iron.  This 
it  of  Iron  is  not  precipitated  in  the  stomsdi 
by  the  agency  of  food  or  gastric  Juice,  and  will 
be  found  an  effldent  ohalybeate  when  ordinaiy 
iron  preparations  produce  constipation,  hesd- 
sche,  &c. 

The  doee  for  an  adult  is  a  teaspoonful  thiee 
times  a  day,  immediately  before  or  after  meals. 
For  children,  to  be  graduated  according  to  age. 

Ferrated  Elixir  of  Cinohona. 

nOH,  FBKUVlAir  BABX,  JJKD  GDoicac  ABOsianos. 

This  preparation  embodies  the  cordial,  took, 
and  anti-periodic  properties  of  its  coostitaents, 
so  modified  by  the  combination  as  to  avoid  the 
omeotionableefliKts  of  their  disthwt  action,  its 
oonstant  and  oontlnned  use  by  our  leading  prsc* 
titlimers,  and  its  often  attested  good  resalii^ 
warrant  our  decided  indorsement  of  its  merits. 

Each  defsertspoonfhl  represents  two  grains 
soluble  Citrate  of  Iron,  and  ten  grains  Bed  Peru- 
vian Bark. 

The  doee  Ibr  an  adult  Is  a  dessertspooofhl, 
three  times  a  day,  immediately  before  or  after 
meals.  For  children,  to  be  graduated  aocoxdiif 
to  age. 
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Comp.  naid  Ezt.  Baohn  and  Parelra 
Brava. 

This  flaid  eztractfs  compoied  of  equal  qnan- 
titles  of  Bacbu,  Pareira  Brara,  and  Collinsonia 
Canadensis.  As  a  tonio  and  diuretic  it  will  be 
fimnd  of  great  value ;  exerting  prompt  remedial 
action  in  Calcalons  Affections,  Chronic  Inflam- 
mation, and  Ulceration  of  the  Kidneys  and  Blad- 
der, Leucorrhea,  Dropsy,  itc. 

In  Chronic  Inflammation  of  the  Bladder,  for 
aUajing  irritability  of  that  organ,  and  correct- 
ing the  disposition  to  profuse  mucous  secretion, 
we  specially  recommend  it. 

Adult  dose,  one  tcaspoonfol  three  times  a 
day. 

Elixir  of  Calisaya  Bark. 

AM  AOaMEAMUt  ROMACHIO  AMD  BrflOUBMT   TOMXO. 

This  is  a  most  dellghtfhl  and  energetic  tonio 
and  restorative.  Prepared  with  Sherry  Wine, 
Peruvian  Bark,  and  Vromatics,  it  is  peculiarly 
grateAil  to  patients  suffering  from  debility,  loss 
of  appetite,  and  general  lack  of  nervous  force. 

Jiach  fluid  drachm  represents  flre  grains 
Calisaya  Bark. 

DtsBonovs.— A  teaspoonAil  for  children,  a 
dessertspoonful  to  adults,  three  times  a  day,  or 
as  required. 

Compoand  Syrup  of  Hypophoipkitoa. 

This  preparation,  suggested  by  the  expe- 
rience and  researches  of  Dr.  Churchill,  Is  com- 
posed of  the  Hypophosphites  of  Lime,  Soda, 
POCassa,  and  Iron.  The  theory  of  the  advanUge 
of  the  Hypophosphites  is  based  upon  the  elim- 
ination of  free  Phosphorus  into  the  system.  The 
therapeutic  effect  would  seem  to  sustain  the  value 
of  this  preparation,  from  the  beneflta  derived 
trcm  their  use,  boih  here  and  abroad. 

Each  fluid  drachm  contains  two  grains  Lime, 
two  grains  Soda,  one  grain  Potassa,  one-half 
grain  Iron. 

Adult  dose,  one  teaspoonfhl  three  or  four 

1  a  day. 

Bitter  Wine  of  Iron. 

GiTBAn  07  iBoa  AKD  mxjyjMM  &AIX. 

Prepared  with  Sherry  Wine,  Calisaya  Bark, 
and  Citrate  of  Iron ;  each  fluid  drachm  repre- 
senu  two  grains  of  the  ferruginous  salt,  ana  the 
acttvlty  of  five  grains  of  Calisaya  Bark. 

Among  the  many  chalybeate  and  vegetable 
tonic  oombinations  that  are  justly  entitled  to  a 
high  degree  of  favor,  we  know  of  none  more 
worthy  of  esteem  than  this.  The  happy  effect, 
in  manv  cases  of  debility,  loss  of  appetite,  and 
general  prostration,  of  an  eflScient  Salt  of  Iron, 
combined  with  our  moat  valuable  Nerve  Tbnio, 
has  been  so  frequently  demonstrated,  that  we 
feel  every  confidence  in  recommendins  it  For 
an  adult,  a  teaspoonAU  immediately  before  or 
after  each  meal. 

Terrated  Cordial  Elixir. 
This  Klixir  rivals  in  delicate  and  delicious 
llaTor  the  most  prized  of  the  foreign  cordials. 


Specially  gratefhl  to  a  lensltlve  and  delicate 
stomach,  it  stimulates  digestion  and  invigorates 
the  whole  system.  For  the  general  debilityf 
nervous  prostration,  and  loss  of  vigor  of  femalea 
and  chiloren,  it  is  particularly  indicated.  The 
healthy  color,  renewed  muscular  force,  buoyant 
spirits,  and  regained  appetite,  give  the  best  ev- 
idence of  the  rapid  assimilation  of  the  Chaly- 
beate Salt.  Eacn  fluid  drachm  contains  one 
grain  of  Pyrophosphate  of  Iron. 

DauBonoin.-^hildren,  one-half  to  a  tea- 
spocmfhl,  before  eating.  Adulu  should  take  a 
tablespoonful  as  ofien. 

Elixir  Bromide  Potaasinm. 

This  Elixir  contains  flve  grains  Bromide  of 
Potassium  in  each  teaspoonful,  and  is  an  agree- 
able and  elegant  form  of  administering  this 
highly- prised  slteratlve,  and  nerve  sedative. 
The  ocgectionable  saline  taste  is  completely 
masked  in  this  Elixir,  and  the  Bromide  will  be 
found  less  apt  to  produce  nausea  and  derange- 
ment of  the  digestive  organs. 

Elixir  Calisaya  Bark,  Iron,  and  Bis- 
muth. 
This  Elixir  contains  one  grsin  of  Soluble 
Citrate  of  Bismuth,  in  eaeh  teaspoonfhl  of  the 
Fferrated  Elixir  of  Cinchona.  The  addition  of 
the  Soluble  Salt  of  Bismuth  gives  increased 
value,  in  cases  of  debility,  dependent  upon  en- 
feebled digestion,  or  associated  with  gastritis. 

Elixir  Calisaya  Bark,  Iron,  and  Btryok- 
nia. 

Each  teaspoonfhl  contains  one-flfUeth  of  a 
grain  of  Strychnia;  Ihis  enhances  the  tonio 
power,  and  will  be  found  a  valuable  adjunct  to 
the  other  constituents,  when  a  powerful  nerve 
tonic  is  desired. 

Each  fluid  drachm  contains  Calisaya  Bark, 
tvra  grains  Iron,  one-flftleth  grain  Strycbtia. 

Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  Bark. 

This  Is  a  pleasant  and  concentrated  prepara- 
tion of  Wild  Cherry  Bark,  and  will  prove  an 
elegant  form  of  administering  this  valued  tonic 
and  sedative.  Each  fluid  drachm  reproMuts 
twenty  grains  of  the  Bark,  collected  at  the  pro- 
per season. 

Adult  dose,  one  teaspoonfU. 

Ferrated  Wine  of  Wild  Cherry  Bark. 

Few  medicines  combine  so  pleasantly  as 
valuable  effects,  as  the  carefully  selected  bark 
of  the  Wild  Cherry.  Uniting  a  tonic,  expector- 
ant, and  sedative  Influenoe,  It  Is  indicated  in  most 
esses  of  debilitr,  particularly  when  accompanied 
with  local  irritation.  By  careful  and  elegant 
pharmacy,  we  combine  in  this  preparation  a  pro- 
tosalt  of  Iron,  giving  the  advantage  of  a  com- 
bination so  frequently  desired. 

Each  fluid  drachm  contains  twenty  grains 
of  the  Bark,  two  grains  Iron. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  we  prepare  all  the  other  popular  Fharmacentloal  oombinations,  which 
we  will  supply  at  reasonable  prices. 

JOHN  WYETH  A  BROTHER, 

iro.  Ui2  Walnut  St.,  PhiUdelphla. 
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THE  WESTERN  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE, 

{Formerly^  "Cincinnati  Journal  of  Medicine.*') 


Thas  it  will  be  seen  that  if  man  has  paagions  which  impel  him  to  tho  destruction  of  man,  if 
he  be  the  only  animal  who,  despising  his  natnral  means  of  attack  and  defence,  has  devised  new 
means  of  destruction,  he  is  also  the  only  animal  who  has  the  desire,  or  the  power,  to  relieve  the 
sufferings  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  in  whom  the  co-existence  of  reason  and  benoTolcnco  attests 
a  moral  as  well  as  an  intellectual  snperiority. — Gbaves'  CLimcAX.  Msnicnvx. 


Vol.  IV.  INDIANAPOLIS,  DECEMBER,  1869.  No.  XII. 


SOME  OBSERVATIONS  IN  RELATION  TO  CASES  OF  FEVER 
IN  RICHMOND,  INDIANA,  DURING  THE  MONTHS  OF 
SEPTEMBER  AND  OCTOBER,  1869. 


BY  J.  R.  WEI8T,  M.  D.,  RICHMOND,  INDIANA. 
(Read  before  tho  Union  District  Medical  Association,  at  RushTillo,  Indiana,  October  28, 1869.) 


During  ^he  past  two  months  quite  a  Dumber  of  cases  of  febrile 
disease  have  fallen  under  my  notice,  that  have  presented  some  features 
not  usually  met  with  in  the  fevers  prevailing  in  this  locality  in  the 
autumnal  season,  at  least  not  so  far  as  my  personal  observation  ex- 
tends; and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  worth  while  to  make  some  record  of 
them,  both  for  the  purpose  of  present  comment  and  future  compari- 
son. 

The  peculiarities  adverted  to  have  been  noticed  in  the  manner  of 
invasioD,  the  symptoms  presented  during  the  progcess,  and  in  the 
duration  of  the  disease. 

Except  that  the  first  well  masked  evidence  of  disease  was  the 
occurrence  of  a  chill  of  variable*  duration,  these  cases  presented  no 
Qoiformity  in  the  method  of  invasion ;  the  occurrence  of  the  chill  ini 
some  cases  being  preceded  for  days  and  even  weeks  by  a  feeling  of 
iodisposition,  with  a  loss  of  appetite  and  strength,  while  in  others  the 
cbill  was  the  first  evidence  of  impending  disease.  The  occurrence 
of  this  paroxysm  was  not  limited  to  any  particular  portion  of  the 
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twenty -four  hours — sometimes  coming  on  in  the  night.  This  occurrence 
of  the  paroxysm  in  the  night  was  one  of  the  first  features  that  directed 
attention  to  the  disease  as  differing  from  the  ordinary  cases  of  inter- 
mittent and  remittent  fevers,  as  in  these  paroysms  very  seldom  ocear 
in  the  night.  Another  marked  feature  in  many  of  these  cases,  in  thif 
stage  of  the  disease,  was  the  intense  pain  complained  of  by  the  pa- 
tient. This  was  most  frequently  in-  the  back  of  the  bead,  neck  and 
shoulders — not  unfrequently,  however,  it  existed  elsewhere,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  limbs.  Very  often  in  connection  with  the  pain  in  the 
head,  neck  and  shoulders,  tenderness  and  stiffness  of  these  parts  was 
complained  of. 

In  some  of  the  cases  sore  throat  was  complained  of,  either  in  the 
beginning  or  soon  afterward.  In  these  cases  traces  of  inflammation 
and  enlargement  of  the  tonsils  were  seen  on  examination,  and  in  a 
small  number  the  tonsils  were  seen  to  be  dotted  with  small  patches  of 
what  appeared  to  be  diphtheritic  deposit. 

In  addition  to  the  special  features  mentioned  as  belonging  to  the 
period  of  invasion,  the  chill  presented  the  ordinary  characteristics  of 
the  intermittent  type  of  fever.  Febrile  reaction  of  variable  intensity 
and  duration  followed  the  chill,  which  in  some  of  the  cases,  in  time, 
gave  place  to  a  sweating  stage  and  a  more  or  less  complete  intermis- 
eion.  In  gome  cases  these  distinct  paroxysms,  so  closely  resemblini; 
those  of  intermittent  fever,  as  early  in  my  experience  to  be  mistaken 
Tor  those  of  that  disease,  occurred  for  several  days,  before  giving  place 
%%  a  series  of  phenomena  more  nearly  resembling  those  seen  in  case? 
of  remittent  fever,  while  in  others  the  remittent  type  was  assumed  in 
the  outset  of  the  disease. 

In  addition  to  the  throat  trouble  that  I  have  mentioned  as  belong- 
ing to  some  of  the  cases  in  the  earlier  stage,  other  irregular  manifesta- 
.tions  were  observed.  Slight  hemorrhage  from  the  nose  was  common. 
(In  some  patients  an  eruption  on  the  skin,  having  some  resemblance  to 
roseola  or  scarlet-rash,  was  seen.  Marked  evidence  of  disturbance  of 
the  nervous  system  existed  in  most  cases  ]  this  consisted  in  disorder 
of  the  mental  faculties,  and  a  disturbance  of  sensation  and  motion: 
hypersesthesia  of  the  skin  sometimes  being  present,  while  at  other 
times  it  was  in  a  state  of  partial  ansesthesia;  temporary  partial  paraljsis 
of  the  extremities  existed  in  a  few  cases. 

The  skin  was  in  a  number  of  cases  slightly  jaundiced.  The  tODgvc 
in  the  beginning  was  usually  but  slightly  furred ;  the  coating,  however, 
gradually  increased  in  thickness,  assuming  successively  a  yellowish 
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browniBh.  and  in  the  worst  cases,  almost  a  black  color.  A  ten- 
deocj  to  dryness  of  the  tongue  showed  itself  early  in  the  disease — 
the  dryness  nearly  always  being  much  more  marked  daring  the  night, 
and  this  almost  irrespective  of  the  period  of  greatest  febrile  reaction, 
very  often  daring  the  second  week  of  the  disease  the  tongue  became 
less  dry  and  cleared  itself  of  its  coating^  assuming  thus  in  the  more 
marked  cases,  the  glossy,  varnished  appearance  not  uncommonly  met 
with  in  different  kinds  of  fever,  to  soon  become  as  dry  and  rough  as 
before.     ^ 

The  pulse  was  increased  in  frequency  even  in  the  intermissions,  in 
those  cases  in  which  the  apyrezia  was  most  marked,  it  seldom,  during 
this  period,  falling  below  ninety,  going  up  from  this  number  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty,  during  the  access  of 
fever.  After  having  had  some  experience  with  the  disease,  this  fre- 
quency of  the  pulse  in  the  absence  of  fever,  enabled  me  to  make  out 
a  correct  diagnosis  early  in  the  disease,  even  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  intermittent  type  was  most  developed.  Nausea  and  vomiting  were 
occi|sional]y  present,  but  did  not  constitute  marked  features  of  the  dis- 
ease. In  the  commencement  the  bowels,  if  disturbed,  generally  in- 
clined to  constipation,  while  in  the  majority  of  cases  a  tendency  to 
diarrhoea  manifested  itself  at  some  period  of  the  disease.  This,  ac- 
cording to  my  observation,  was  easily  controlled.  The  tendency  to 
diarrhoea  and  the  susceptibility  to  the  action  of  cathartic  medicines 
were  much  less  than  I  have  usually  met  with  in  typhoid  fever.  In 
none  of  my  cases  did  hemorrhage  of  the  bowels  occur.  Slight  tympa- 
nites and  iliac  tenderness  were  almost  invariably  present. 

When  the  cases  were  intermittent  in  the  beginning,  they  soon  lost 
this  feature,  becoming  more  nearly  of  a  remittent  character.  A 
marked  peculiarity  was  shown  in  the  irregularity  as  to  time  of  the 
remissions  and  exacerbations,  these  varying  from  day  to  day,  most 
commonly,  however,  the  greatest  access  of  fever  occurred  at  night. 
In  this  respect  these  cases  offer  a  strong  contrast  to  cases  of  ordinary 
remittent  fever,  as  in  the  latter  the  remission  usually  occurs  at  night. 

In  most  of  the  cases  the  remissions  continued  to  take  place  at 
irregular  intervals  throughout  the  disease ;  yet  in  a  certain  number 
the  fever  gradually  assumed  very  nearly  the  continued  form. 

In  the  temperature  of  the  body  considerable  variation  was  noticed. 
In  none  of  the  cases,  however,  did  it  become  very  high.  In  a  few  of 
the  later  cases  the  degree  of  heat  was  positively  determined  by  means 
of  the  thermometer  in  the  axilla;  in  these  the  temperature  ranged 
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from  ninety-six  deg.,  io  the  cold  stage,  to  one  hundred  and  three 
deg.  during  the  greatest  fehrile  excitement.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
the  range  of  temperature  was,  I  believe,  limited  to  about  four  deg., 
while;  as  a  general  rule,  the  highest  degree  of  temperature  was  at- 
tained in  the  evening,  and  the  lowest  in  the  morning — frequent  excep- 
tions were  noticed.  In  three  of  the  best  marked  cases,  during  the 
first  week  the  lowest  temperature  was  reached  between  midnight  and 
three  A.  M.,  and  the  highest  between  six  and  nine  A.  M.,  and  during  the 
second  week,  the  lowest  between  six  and  ten  a.  m.,  and  the  hrghcat  be- 
tween six  and  twelve  P.  M.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  these 
extremes  of  heat  and  cold  occurred  with  regularity  between  these 
periods,  during  the  times  mentioned ;  for  they  did  not.  Indeed,  dur- 
ing both  weeks  there  was  extreme  irregularity  in  this  respect — the 
times  given  representing  only  those  at  which  the  extremes  of  tempera- 
ture were  noticed.  Another  feature  somewhat  out  of  the  usual  coarse. 
Was  the  occurrence,  often,  of  two  and  sometimes  of  three  well-marked 
exacerbations  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  first  week,  and  the  whole  of  the  sec- 
ond, profuse  swotting  often  took  place — it  coming  on  during  the  de- 
cline of  the  febrile  stage,  and  sometimes  continuing  for  five  or  six 
hours,  being  thus  extended  not  only  through  the  time  belonging  to  the 
sweating  stage  of  ordinary  intermittents,  but  through  the  intermission 
or  remission,  and  even  into  the  cold  stage ;  and  being  sometimes  more 
pirofuse  than  I  have  ever  witnessed  in  any  disease. 

In  some  cases,  differing  apparently  but  little  if  any  from  ordioary 
remittent  fever,  after  the  disease  seemed  to  have  almost  yielded  to  the 
usual  remedies,  profuse  sweating  occurred  in  connection  with  extreme 
coldness  of  the  surface — the  cases  afterward  assuming  the  form  and 
running  the  course  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  pain  in  the  neck,  head  ^nd  shoulders  was  often  extreme.  It 
was  not  rare  for  the  patient  to  complain  of  severe  neuralgic  pain  in 
the  extremities.  In  connection  with  the  same  nephalgia,  intolerance 
of  light  sometimes  existed. 

The  ^'intolerable  headache,"  and  the  '^ bone-breaking  pain  in  the 
extremities,"  for  so  they  were  described  by  the  patient — seldom  lasted 
beyond  the  eighth  day. 

The  mental  disturbance  usually  was  not  extreme,  and  made  its  ap- 
pearance during  the  second  week  in  the  form  of  quiet  delirium,  being 
in' most  cases  decidedly  more  marked  during  the  night  than  daring 
the  day.  Hallucinations  were  not  uncommon — other  cases  of  irregu- 
lar nervous  action  were  presented.     The  modifications  of  cutaneous 
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sensation  have  already  been  noticed,  as  well  as  the  incomplete  motor 
paralysis.  In  a  portion  of  the  cases  insomnia  existed  during  the  first 
and.  second  weeks,  while  in  others  the  patient  slept  almost  continu- 
ously for  three  or  four  days  and  nights.  I  say  slept,  for  the  insensi- 
bilty  to  external  impressions  seemed  to  be  owing  more  to  sleep  than  a 
semi-comatose  stale.  These  two  opposite  conditions  were  often  pres- 
ent in  the  same  patient  at  different  periods. 

As  I  have  already  intimated,  the  fever  toward  the  end  of  the  sec- 
ond week  assumed  a  character  more  nearly  akin  to  the  typhoid  than 
the  remittent  type.  In  addition  to  the  symptoms  presented  by  the 
tongue,  pulse  and  nervous  system,  already  described,  that  arfi  common 
to  several  forms  of  fever,  others  that  belong  more  especially  to  typhoid 
fever  presented  themselves.  These  were  a  tympanitic  condition  of 
the  abdomen,  tenderness  in  the  iliac  regions,  and  diarrhcea,  or  at  least 
an  increased  susceptibility  to  the  action  oi  cathartic  medicine.  At 
this  stage  a  slight  evidence  of  pulmonic  inflammation  was  usually  pres- 
ent. The  characteristic  eruption  of  typhoid  fever  was  observed  in 
but  one  case. 

All  of  the  cases  recovered — convalescence  becoming  almost  imper- 
pcrceptibly  established,  and  proceeding  in  a  manner  similar  to  that 
observed  after  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  duration  of  the  disease  varied  from  three  to  five  weeks. 

Another  item  of  some  interest  that  I  omitted  to  mention  in  the 
proper  place  was,  that  although  the  worst  patients  were  evidently 
seriously  sick,  they  retained  their  strength  to  a  surprising  degree. 
Whether  this  was  the  result  of  a  peculiar  feature  of  the  disease,  or  in 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  perturbating  treatment,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say. 

While  the  disease  here  briefly  described  presents  some  resemblance 
to  remittent  typho-malarial,  relapsing,  break-bone  and  typhoid  fever, 
I  think  it  can  not  be  clearly  identified  as  either. 
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BY  GEORQE  KELMER,  M.  B.,  SULLIVAN,  ILL. 
(Bead  before  the  .Csculapian  Society  of  Wabanh  VaUey,  October  28th,  18C9.) 


(The  first  part  of  Dr.  Kelmer's  paper  is  occupied  chiefly  with  Prof. 
Polli's  and  Dr.  De  Ricci's  investigations,  and  the  recorded  experiences 
of  several  American  Physicians:    these  observations^aro  fiiiniliar^to[^ 
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reading  physicians,  and  therefore  in  publishing,  we  omit  all  bat  the 
Doctor's  own  experience  with  the  agent.) 

In  dyspepsia  its  efficiency  has  been  most  marked,  especially  when 
accompanied  by  flatulence  and  eructation  —  these  symptoms  being 
the  result,  doubtless,  of  decomposition  and  fermentation  of  foreign 
material  in  the  stomach  itself,  from  one  or  more  causes.  It  may  be 
owinfc  to  deficiency  of  the  gastric  juice,  the  privation  of  some  of 
its  essential  ingredients,  or  to  a  defective  capacity  of  the  circalatorj 
or  nervous  functions  (upon  the  integrity  of  which  the  function  itself 
is  greatly  dependent);  the  contents  of  the  stomach  must  undergo 
the  decomposition  and  fermentation  which  invariably  occur  with  all 
dead  animal  and  all  vegetable  matter,  when  confined  in  vessels  and 
subject  to  the  continued  influences  of  heat  and  moisture.  To  this 
natural  operation  are  due  the  generation  of  gases  which  produce  flatu- 
lence, nausea  and  eructation  of  food  so  frequent  in  dyspepsia,  and 
also  epigastric  pains,  diarrhoea,  disentery,  colic,  hepatic  congestion  and 
torpor,  so  frequent  from  the  presence  of  foreign  masses  thus  retained 
and  imparting,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  fatal  and  injurious  ingredi- 
ents to  the  blood  by  absorption.  To  arrest  the  process  of  decomposi- 
tion and  fermentation,  I  have  found  in  my  practice  no  means  so  effi- 
cient as  the  sulphite  of  soda.  In  such  cases  it  acts  as  a  direct  and 
powerful  arrester  and  preventive  of  decomposition  of  the  food,  and 
as  an  illustration  of  its  value,  the  following  cases  (among  others) 
treated  by  the  sulphite  of  soda,  will  speak  for  themselves: 

Thomas  F.,  set.  forty. — Has  been  affected  five  years,  sometimes 
quite  ill,  and  at  other  times  apparently  much  better.  Bowels  inclined 
to  constipation,  but  irregular  in  consequence  of  the  too  free  use  of 
cathartics.  Bowels  seem  quite  sensitive,  and  are  very  susceptible  to 
cathartic  medicines.  Appetite  indifferent ;  tongue  a  little  coated,  gray- 
ish upon  the  surface,  a  little  reddened  on  the  sides  and  tip;  skin  rather 
dry;  does  not  sleep  well  at  night;  has  unpleasant  dreams  of  suffoca- 
tion, and  starts  in  his  sleep. 

Treatment — Cinchona  comp.  and  cardamons  with  the  sulphite  of 
soda  in  separate  solutions,  combining  the  two  at  the  time  of  adminis- 
tering. Bathe  the  body  once  per  day  in  a  cold  solution  of  the  sul- 
phite, and  use  friction  freely.  Reports  ten  days  after  that  he  feels 
much  improved.  Bowels  regular ;  skin  improved  in  being  more  moist; 
sleep  is  better  and  more  refreshing.  Continue  the  treatment  for  one 
month.     His  general  appearance  much  improved — seems  entirely  well. 

In  several  instances  in  which  flatulence  was  Jk  very  prominent 
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symptom,  one  or  two  doses  of  the  salt  appear  to  have  immediately 
arrested  and  removed  it.  In  all  those  cases  of  "  Cardxalgia^'^  where 
there  seems  to  be  an  uneasy  sensation  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  with 
great  heat  and  burning,  sometimes  amounting  to  actual  pain,  and 
which  frequently  extends  up  into  the  throat,  with  difficult  breathing, 
vomiting,  coldness  of  the  extremities,  and  great  restlessness  and  anx- 
iety accompanying  it.  And  in  pyrois  it  acts  like  a  charm,  taken  after 
each  meal.  The  sulphite  of  soda  owes  its  virtues  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
decomposed  by  almost  any  vegetable  acid,  or  by  the  hydrochloric  acid 
of  the  stomach,  and  that  this  decomposition  liberates  sulphurous  acid, 
which  has  great  power  to  prevent  alcoholic  or  acetous  fermentation. 

Its  value  in  erysipelas  I  have  had  the  gratification  of  testing  in  sev- 
eral cases.  In  one  case  in  particular,  I  was  most  agreeably  suprised 
at  its  effects. 

The  patient,  a  man  aged  thirty — the  disease  had  attacked  his  right 
hand  and  arm,  extending  almost  to  the  shoulder.  The  hand  and  arm 
were  enormously  swollen,  tense  and  hard,  with  one  or  two  patches 
which  assumed  a  decided  gangreDOus  character;  pulse  one  hundred 
and  twenty  per  minute;  respiration  hurried;  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue 
thickly  coated ;  throat  dark  red,  and  tonsils  swollen ;  urine  scanty  and 
highly  colored.  The  patient  was  ordered  three  grains  of  quinine 
every  three  hours,  with  a  teaspoonful  of  the  following,  intermediated : 

R    Sodse  sulphitis,^!, 

Ex.  glycyrhiz,  Zh 

Aquse  font.,  §iii. 
M. 

And,  as  a  local  application,  one  ounce  of  the  sulphite  dissolved  in  a 
quart  of  water,  and  applied  to  the  parts  affected  by  means  of  cotton 
batting,  over  which  a  piece  of  rubber  cloth  was  put  to  prevent  evapo- 
ration. Beef  tea  allowed  ad  libitum  and  free  ventilation  was  strictly 
enjoined.  At  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  there  was  a  marked 
improvement  in  all  the  symptoms.  The  quinine  and  soda  were  con- 
tinued at  longer  intervals,  and  in  twelve  days  the  patient  was  con- 
valescent. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  all  the  cases  of  erysipelas  in  which  I 
have  given  the  soda  a  trial,  as  the  case  mentioned  is  analogous  to 
other  oases  which  have  been  successfully  managed  with  this  salt.  If 
any  of  those  who  have  not  used  the  sulphite  of  soda  will  give  it  a 
trial,  both  internally  and  externally,  they  will  doubtless  come  to  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


712  WESTBKN  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE. 

conclusion,  as  I  have,  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  among  all-  known  rem- 
edies for  the  control  and  management  of  erysipelas. 

In  tinea  favosa  there  is  no  local  remedy  whose  use,  in  my  expe- 
rience, has  been  attended  with  better  and  more  speedy  results — as  the 
following  old  and  inveterate  cases  will  show: 

Juli  McD.,  age  ten. — Tinea  Capitis  (Favosa).  Has  been  afflicted 
three  years.  The  back  of  her  head  only  is  affected,  and  in  this  loca- 
tion it  resembles  (granulata)  sores,  small,  and  of  about  two  lines  in 
diameter;  secretions  fetid;  hair  matted,  forming  large  scabs  over  the 
sores.  General  health  much  affected;  skin  pale;  appetite  indifferent; 
habit  scrofulous;  slight  enlargement  of  cervical  lymphatic  glands, 
probably  from  sympathy  with  the  Tinea. 

Cornelius  Cage,  age  seven. — Tinea  Capitis  (Favosa).  Disease  com- 
menced about  six  months  ago,  by  inoculation  from  a  comb.  At  first 
there  was  only  a  small  pustule,  secreting  an  ichorous  and  fetid  mat- 
ter. From  this  the  disease  extended  to  the  border  of  the  neck  and 
forehead,  with  a  number  of  very  large  sores  upon  the  scalp,  and  the 
interspaces  were  covered  with  thick  heavy  scales  and  small  scabs ;  the 
hair  had  been  trimmed  off  closely  with  scissors.  Fetor  of  the  part, 
resembling  the  urine  of  the  cat.  Lice  and  their  ova  had  collected 
in  quantities  upon  the  head  and  burrowed  among  the  scabs. 

Joseph  L.,  aged  twelve  years. — Tinea  Capitis.  Had  an  eruption 
upon  the  top  of  the  head,  covering  the  whole  surface  between  the 
parietal  protuberances,  and  extended  from  near  the  forehead  to  the 
summit  of  the  back  of  the  head.  The  eruptions  were  yellowish,  with 
deadened  base,  and  contained  a  mucoid  secretion  resembling  honey. 

The  mode  of  treatment  in  all  the  cases  was  as  follows : 

B     Sode  sulphitis,  ^ss; 

Acid  carbolici  (crys),  ^ss; 
Glycerine,  Jiss: 

Cerati  simplicis,  ^ii- 
M. 

Ointment  to  be  used  three  times  a  day.  Shave  the  hair  from  the 
sores,  and  cleanse  them  with  castile  soap  and  water;  apply  the  oint- 
ment on  the  parts ;  cover  with  oil-silk ;  give,  internally,  sulphite  soda 
in  twenty-five  grain  doses,  in  cinchona  and  cardamon  comp,  combining 
the  two  at  the  time  of  taking,  three  times  a  day;  and  in  from  three 
to  four  weeks  a  permanent  cure  will  be  effected. 

SCABIES. 

I  have  used  it  in  this  class  of  diseases  with  decided  success,  and  it 
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can  be  relied  upon  as  a  speedy  and  effectual  remedy  in  almost  all  para- 
sitic affections  of  the  skin.  I  have  also  used  it  in  various  other  cutaneous 
diseases  with  uniform  and  unvarying  success.  And' in  that  condition 
of  the  blood  which  is  manifested  by  the  production  of  numerous  fur- 
uncles, commonly  known  as  boils,  the  administration  of  sulpite  of  soda, 
with  carminative  tonics,  has  proved,  under  my  observation,  a  perfect 
and  rapid  remedy.  In  carbuncles,  I  know,  after  using  the  following, 
that  it  may  be  relied  upon.  After  a  forced  or  spontaneous  opening  of 
the  carbuncle,  apply  a  solution  on  lint,  of,  say, 

K     Soda  sulphitis,  ^sb; 

Addi  Carbolici  (crys),  ^ss; 
Glycerine,  giii. 

It  is  remarkable  how  rapidly,  under  these  applications,  the  ordi- 
narily slow  separation  of  the  necrosed  cellular  tissue  takes  place — the 
destructive  process  ceases,  and  healthy  granulations  spring  up. 

In  urticaria,  it  has  proven  very  successful  in  subduing  the  worst 
forms  of  this  disease  in  twenty-four  hours.  There  are  a  great  many 
other  skin  diseases  in  which  I  have  found  it  equally  efficient. 

Another  application  of  this  salt  which  I  consider  valuable,  is  in 
the  case  of  infants,  by  whom  their  food  (the  mother's  breast-milk)  is 
often  ejected.  A  dose  of  two  to  five  grains  of  sulphite,  in  combina- 
tion with  comp.  cardamon,  sweetened,  has  proved  successful  in  causing 
a  retention  and  assimilation  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  when 
administered  soon  after  imbibition,  thus  greatly  promoting  the  health 
of  the  child.  Also  in  cases  of  children  where  there  is  a  fermented, 
swollen  condition  of  the  bowels,  especially  if  constipated,  the  sulphite 
of  soda  will  remove  the  difficulty  in  a  short  time. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  sulphite  of  soda,  one  ounce  to  the 
quart  of  water,  makes  one  of  the  best  solutions  that  has  ever  been 
discovered  to  sponge  the  body  with  in  all  kinds  of  fevers. 

There  are  three  forms  of  this  remedy,  viz :  The  sulphite,  the  hypo- 
sulphite, and  the  bisulphite.  The  first  of  these  has  been  my  princi- 
pal dependence;  though  the  others,  when  employed  in  proportionate 
quantities,  for  the  supply  of  the  acid  constituent,  are  equally  useful 
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FORTY  YEARS'  PRACTICE,  OR  REPORTS  OF  EXTRAORDI- 
NARY  CASES.  

BY  N.  FIELD,  M.  D.,  JEFFERSONVILLE,  INDIANA. 


About  the  year  1831,  I  was  called  to  see  a  little  boh  of  Mr.  John 
Myers  of  Jeffersonville,  three  or  four  years  of  age,  who,  to  all  appear- 
ance, had  a  regular  attack  of  billious  remitteut  fever,  which  was  at 
that  time  endemic  in  and  around  Jeffersonville.  As  the  case  occurred 
in  midsummer,  and  seemed  to  be  a  plain  case  of  ordinary  fever. 
I  commenced  the  treatment  with  a  cathartic,  followed  by  a  diapho- 
retic, with  the  view  to  bring  on  an  intermission.  In  the  course  of 
thirty-six  hours  after  he  was  taken  sick,  there  supervened  a  most  ex- 
traordinary and  intolerable  thirst.  His  cries  for  water  were  incessant 
He  would  drink  until  his  stomach  was  distended  to  its  utmost  capacity, 
and  still  plead  for  more.  The  repletion  of  the  stomach  would  occa- 
sionally provoke  emesis;  and  just  as  soon  as  it  was  emptied,  he  would 
drink  as  long  as  he  could  force  a  drop  down  his  throat.  At  last,  after 
two  days  spent  in  trying  to  relieve  the  distressing  thirst,  I  directed 
his  mother  to  withhold  all  but  a  reasonable  quantity  of  water,  despite 
his  cries  and  importunities.  He  became  at  times  almost  frantic,  and 
when  not  confined,  he  would  leap  from  his  bed  and  struggle  desper- 
ately for  the  water-bucket.  Foiled  in  his  attempt  to  seize  that  vessel 
he  would  run  into  the  kitchen,  and  try  to  drink  soap-suds,  dish-water, 
or  any  thing  in  the  liquid  form,  howeyer  filthy  and  loathsome. 

There  being  no  evidence  of  gastritis  or  enteritis,  but  on  the  con- 
trary a  pulse  but  little  variant  from  the  natural  standard ;  skin  preter- 
naturally  warm ;  no  pain  in  the  epigastrium,  or  soreness  on  pressnre, 
and  loose  bowels,  I  was  utterly  unable  to  account  for  the  insatiable 
thirst  with  which  he  was  afflicted.  Supposing  that  an  emetic  might 
allay  his  thirst  and  produce  some  favorable  change  in  the  case,  I  gave 
him  a  strong  dose  of  ipecacuanha,  which  resulted  in  the  ejection  of  a 
conglomerate  mass  of  mackerel,  eaten  about  a  week  before  he  was  taken 
sick.  The  fish  had  no  doubt  been  swallowed  without  mastication,  in 
too  large  a  bulk  for  transmission  to  the  duodenum. 
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A  few  hours  after  it  was  discharged  the  fever,  thirst  and  every 
other  morhid  symptom  subsided. 

The  question  involved  in  this  case  is,  how  did  the  mackerel  pro- 
duce such  intense  thirst?  Was  it  by  its  mechanical  action  on  the 
coat  of  the  stomach,  causing  sub- cutaneous  inflammation;  or  was  it 
the  salt  in  the  fish;  or  what  was  it? 


URINARY  INFILTRATION:  A  REPORT  MADE  TO  THE  CIN- 
CINNATI  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE. 


BY  PROFESSOR  P.  8.  CONNER,  M.  D., 
(Chairman  of  Section  on  Urine  and  Urinary  Organs.) 


Rupture  of  the  urethral  wall  with  consequent  escape  of  urine  into 
the  tissues  adjacent,  though  fortunately,  not  a  very  common  accident, 
is  sufficiently,  often  met  with  to  entitle  it  to  careful  consideration  in 
view  of  the  resulting  danger  to  part  and  life.  In  the  great  majority 
of  cases  it  is  consequent  upon  stricture  of  the  urethra  that  has  existed 
for  years,  or  is  the  result  of  external  injury,  the  perineum  having  heen 
yiolently  contused — stricture  being  by  far  the  most  common  cause. 
Leaving  out  of  consideration  ante-scrotal  lacerations,  the  urethra  may 
be  opened  between  the  peno-scrotal  angle  and  the  anterior  layer  of 
the  triangular  ligament,  or  betwwen  this  layer  and  the  neck  of  the 
bladder ;  in  the  former  situation,  the  cases  being  most  common,  in  the 
latter  most  fatal,  especially  when  the  urine  has  made  its  way  through 
the  pelvic  fascia. 

Stricture  being,  as  already  stated,  the  most  frequent  cause  of  the 
lesion  in  question,  and  the  greater  number  of  strictures  being  situated 
in  the  bulbous  portion  of  the  urethra,  the  laceration  is  generally  found 
but  a  short  distance  anterior  to  the  triangular  ligament.  A  long  con- 
tinued progressive  dilatation  of  the  canal  behind  the  stricture  having 
taken  place,  the  urethral  wall  at  length  becomes  so  thin  as  to  be  un- 
able to  resist  the  powerful  efforts  made  to  expel  the  urine,  and  a  lacer- 
ation is  the  result.  In  many  cases,  indeed,  in  the  majority,  not  only 
is  there  this  thinning  of  the  wall  from  dilatation,  but  also  an  ulcera- 
ted condition  of  it  consequent  upon  chronic  inflammation,  due  both 
to  the  stricture  itself  and  the  constant,  or  almost  constant  presence  of 
urine  in  the  pouch  formed,  and  this  ulcerated*  condition  causes  an 
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earlier  rupture  thau  would  take  place  were  there  simply  a  thinning  of 
healthy  wall.  The  symptoms  of  rupture  and  infiltration,  when  the 
laceration  is  extensive  and  the  urine  freely  poured  out,  are  unmh- 
takable.  The  sudden  relief  of  vesical  distension  experienced  by  the 
patient,  the  early  swelling  (at  first  generally  in  the  perineum,  soon  in- 
volving the  scrotum),  the  rapid  development  of  violent  inflammation 
followed  by  gangrene  of  the  parts  affected,  the  shock  and  speedy  mani- 
festation of  severe  constitutional  disturbance,  all  combined  with  the 
history  of  the  case,  make  diagnosis  an  easy  matter.  The  locality  of 
the  early  swelling  serves  as  a  guide  to  the  determination  of  the  posi- 
tion of  the  urethral  rupture.  When  the  laceration  is  in  front  of  the 
triangular  ligament,  the  close  union  between  the  superficial  perineal  and 
the  deep  fascia  compels  the  urine  to  travel  forward,  so  as  to  successively 
invade  the  anterior  part  of  the  perineum,  the  scrotum,  the  penis  and 
abdominal  walls  in  front,  traveling  upward  in  some  cases  as  high  as 
the  axilla.  It  may,  in  two  ways,  reach  the  anterior  face  of  the  thighs. 
1st,  by  traveling  along  under  the  superficial  abdominal  fascia  to  the 
lumbar  region,  and  then  over  the  crest  of  the  ilium  and  down  upon 
the  outer  aspect  of  the  thigh;  and,  2d,  by  involving  the  superficial 
abdominal  fascia,  and  passing  along  in  the  subcutaneous  areolar  tissue, 
over  Pou part's  ligament.  When  the  laceration  is  in  that  portion  of 
the  urethra  behind  the  anterior  layer  of  the  triangular  ligament,  the 
urine  may  break  through  the  anterior  layer  and  follow  the  same  coarse 
as  when  the  laceration  is  in  front  of  the  ligament,  or,  as  is  more  com- 
mon, it  may  force  its  way  through  the  posterior  layer,  into  the  space 
intervening  between  the  pelvic  and  levator  fasciae.  From  this  space  it 
may  pass  downwards  through  the  levator  fascia,  when  the  swelling 
will  be  first  noticed  in  the  ischio-rectal  fosses,  or  upwards  through  the 
pelvic  fascia,  opening  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  The  fatal  result  of 
lithotomy  is  sometimes  due  to  urinary  infiltration,  following  the  last 
mentioned  course,  the  fascial  reflection  covering  the  prostate  having 
been  out  through  at  time  of  the  operation.  When  the  laceration  of 
the  urethral  wall  is  the  result  of  external  violence  that  has  not  made 
a  wound  in  the  integument,  the  hemorrhage  from  the  meatus,  and  the 
extensive  and  early  appearing  swelling  in  perineo  will  indicate  the 
probable  character  of  the  accident,  and  after  a  few  hours,  or  at  most 
days,  the  development  of  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  urinary  infil- 
tration will  leave  no  room  for  doubt. 

A  patient  with  urinary  infiltration  being  let  alone,  death  may  result 
at  an  early  period  in  consequence  of  shock,  or  later,  from  the  exhaustion 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


URINARY   INFILTRATION.  717 

due  to  extensive  suppuration,  acting  upon  a  constitution  already 
impaired,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  by  excesses  and  organic  disease  of 
the  bladder,  kidneys  and  liver.  Under  the  most  proper  and  carefully 
directed  treatment,  death  is  not  an  infrequent  result;  and  at  best,  the 
individual  recovers  only  after  more  less  loss  of  substance;  for,  as  Bi- 
chat  has  said,  'Hhere  is  no  other  fluid  in  the  animal  economy  the  effu- 
sion of  which  is  so  baleful  as  is  that  of  the  urine." 

The  primary  and  most  important  remedial  measure  to  be  adopted 
is  free  incision,  in  the  middle  line  of  the  perineum,  further  out  towards 
tl^  rami  of  the  ischium  and  pubis,  through  the  integuments  of  the 
scrotum,  on  the  penis,  one  or  other,  as  necessity  may  require,  in  order 
that  the  extension  of  the  infiltration  may  be  arrested.  Upon  two  points 
in  the  treatment  opinions  are  divided,  viz :  as  respects  the  advisability 
of  the  early  introduction  of  the  catheter,  and  as  to  the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  perineal  section.  Of  the  various  authors  whose  works  I 
have  been  able  to  examine,  who  refer  to  this  particular  point  in  refer- 
ence to  the  treatment  of  the  accident  under  consideration,  Berard,  De- 
sault,  Lassus,  Amussat,  Brodie,  Colles,  Guthrie,  Druitt,  Erichsen  and 
Gross  advise  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  immediately  after  the 
incisions  have  been  made,  such  catheter  to  be  either  left  in  or  intro- 
duced several  times  a  day.  Richerand  advised  catheterization  only 
after  cicatrization  of  the  wounds  made  had  proceeded  to  a  considera- 
ble extent.  Delpech  recommended  in  cases  of  infiltration  from  injury 
the  use  of  the  elastic  catheter  after  the  first  violence  of  the  inflamma- 
tion had  subsided. 

Bumstead  says :  "  Nothing  can  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  stricture 
during  the  continuance  of  the  shock  consequent  upon  rupture,  but 
usually  as  this  passes  off,  catheterism  may  be  successfully  performed." 

Sir  Henry  Thompson  says:  "You  will  be  safer  in  letting  the  ca, 
theter  alone  and  permitting  the  water  to  drain  off.  When  the  water 
flows  off  by  another  passage,  the  urethra  begins  to  improve,  and  in 
three  or  four  days  you  will  probably  have  no  difficulty  in  passing  a 
number  3  or  4  catheter." 

In  a  case  under  my  care,  not  long  since,  where  the  rupture  occurred 
in  or  very  near  that  portion  of  the  urethra  covered  by  the  scrotum, 
and  in  which  the  extravasation  had  taken  place  at  least  forty-eight 
hours  before  I  saw  the  patient,  in  a  very  few  hours  after  free  incis- 
ions had  been  made  urine  was  readily  passed  in  a  larger  stream  than 
had  been  possible  for  months  previous.  The  special  advantage  claimed 
to  be  derived  from  the  early  use  of  the  catheter  is  the  prevention 
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of  the  passage  of  the  urine  through  the  ahnormal  channel,  thas  favor- 
ing cicatrization,  while  at  the  same  time  the  stricture  is  being  dilated. 
But  when  free  incisions  have  been  made,  a  ready  outlet  for  the  urine  i» 
afforded,  it  rapidly  loses  its  unhealthy  character, and  its  passage  through 
the  wound  hinders  cicatrization  but  little  if  at  all.  The  very  earW 
introduction  of  the  catheter  is  sometimes  impossible,  at  best  not  easily 
effected;  the  presence  of  the  catheter,  if  left  in,  is  irritating,  and 
adds  to  the  unhealthy  condition  of  the  urethra  and  bladder.  Its  use 
is  not  necessary,  for  the  tightness  of  the  stricture  is  in  a  measure  re- 
lieved by  the  free  exit  allowed  the  urine  through  the  rupture,  and  the 
treatment  of  the  stricture  either  by  dilatation  or  otherwise,  though 
very  important,  is  for  the  time  being  of  little  moment  in  comparisoD 
with  the  relief  of  the  peculiar  and  dangerous  symptoms  consequent 
upon  infiltration.  Even  in  cases  of  urethral  laceration  from  exter- 
nal injury,  where  perineal  section  has  been  performed  not  only  with 
a  view  to  the  relief  of  the  immediate  symptoms,  but  still  more  the 
prevention  of  a  traumatic  stricture,  and  where  it  is  desired  to  pre- 
serve as  perfectly  as  may  be  the  normal  calibre  of  the  urethra,  the  use  of 
the  catheter  is  not  demanded  until  after  the  separation  of  the  sloughs. 
As  respects  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  perineal  section,  then  ex- 
ists a  decided  difference  of  opinion.  Where  the  iniltnition  has  taken 
plaee  in  consequence  of  external  inj«ry  which  has  not  produced  a 
wound  of  the  integument,  a  free  perineal  incision  not  involving  the 
urethra,  with  a  judiciom  after-use  of  the  catheter,  will  in  many  cases 
be  all  that  is  required.  But  when  the  urethral  wall  has  to  a  considera- 
ble extent  been  lacerated  and  contused,  the  free  laying  open  of  the 
urethra  will  go  far  towards  preventing  a  subsequent  closure  either  com- 
plete or  nearly  so  of  that  part  of  the  canal  included  within  the  con- 
tused area,  and  it  is  this  closure  that  is  the  special  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended in  this  sort  of  injury.  But  when  the  infiltration  is  a  conse- 
quence of  stricture,  is  it  advisable  to  so  make  the  perineal  incision  as 
that  the  strictured  portion  of  the  urethra  shall  be  laid  open,  or  shall 
the  incisions  be  made  with  reference  only  to  the  giving  exit  to  the 
extravasated  fluid,  deferring  until  a  later  day  direct  treatment  of  the 
stricture?     With  reference  to  this  subject  Amussat  says: 

**  It  is  usually  advised  not  to  iijare  the  urethra.  However,  when  there  ezirti 
m  large  depot  from  infiltration,  is  it  not  better  to  freely  open  the  canal  at  that  pobt 
which  is  the  seat  of  stricture?  If  we  adopt  the  measures  inaisted  upon  b/  wri- 
ters, when  the  urinary  depot  has  been  opened,  as  the  urine  can  not  pan  cot  bjr 
any  direct  channel,  and  as  the  stricture  still  remains,  a  second  infiltration  » to 
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be  feared,  and  the  difficulty  of  cartying  a  catheter  into  the  bkdder  remains  al« 
ways  the  same.  On  the  contrary,  if,  after  opening  up  the  depot,  the  original  ob' 
Btruction  be  cut  through  (which  may  done  by  carrying  a  catheter  down  to  the 
Ktrictare  and  letting  ita  point  serve  to  indicate  the  point  from  which  the  incision 
shall  be  made),  we  may  at  once  introduce  the  catheter  into  the  bladder,  and  thuti 
hasten  very  much  the  cicatrization  of  the  wound,  and  prevent  any  new  infiltra- 
tion." 

If  the  stricture  is  permeable  and  a  catheter  or  staff  can  be  carried 
through  it  to  serve  as  a  guide  in  the  incisincr  of  the  strictured  and  rup' 
tured  portion  of  the  urethra,  perineal  urethrotomy  is  not  an  operation 
of  any  very  great  difficulty;  but  if  the  case  is  one  in  which  a  catheter 
can  be  carried  into  the  bladder  at  the  time  when  the  perineal  incisions 
are  made,  it  is  one  in  which  the  evil  consequences  of  the  infiltration 
can  be  as  fully  prevented  by  proper  incisions  not  involving  the  ure- 
thra, as  by  urethrotomy,  and  one  in  which  a  fair  trial  should  be  made  of 
dilatation  in  the  treatment  of  the  stricture.  If  the  stricture  is  not 
permeable,  the  laying  open  of  the  urethra  without  the  aid  of  a  guide 
other  than  the  point  of  a  catheter,  that  resting  upon  the  external  face 
of  the  stricture  shall  serve,  as  Amussat  says,  as  the  ^'  point  of  depart- 
ure" for  the  incision,  such  operation,  as  Bichat  said  of  it,  ^'is  one 
always  difficult  and  often  impracticable.''     In  the  words  of  Colles: 

"  When  you  can  not  introduce  the  catheter,  yon  are  directed  to  cat  down 
through  the  perineum  and  urethra  on  the  point  of  the  catheter,  to  find  out  the 
impervious  part  of  the  urethra,  to  cut  through  it,  and  pass  on  the  instrument  to 
the  bladder  by  the  inferior  opening.  Kow  the  great  difficulty  is  to  find  this 
opening,  or  to  find  the  nrethra  at  all.  I  assure  you  one  of  the  most  expert  sur- 
geons in  the  kingdom  was  an  hour  and  half  cutting  here  and  there,  lodcing  for 
the  urethra,  and  was  at  last  obliged  to  pot  the  patient  to  bed  without  finding  it. 
The  great  difficulty  is  to  find  the  urethra." 

Bat  whether  the  opening  of  the  urethra  is  difficult  or  easy,  if  the 
operation  is  necessary  and  the  neglect  of  its  performance  will  materi- 
ally lessen  the  chances  of  recovery  in  cases  of  arinary  infiltration,  it 
slioald  be  performed,  or  at  least  attempted.  But  if  as  has  been  re- 
peatedly shown,  free  inoisions  through  the  swollen  and  infiltrated  sub- 
cutaneous  areolar  tissue  are  sufficient  to  arrest  the  infiltration  and  give 
exit  to  the  urine,  and  if,  after  suoh  inoisions,  the  strietared  portion  of 
the  urethra  dilates  in  a  few  hours  or  days  to  such  an  extent  as  to  pafw 
a  number  2,  3  or  4  catheter,  it  is  not,  as  a  rule,  advisable  to  perform 
external  perineal  urethrotomy  because  there  has  been  a  rupture 
of  the  urethra  and  extravasation  of  urine.     The  operation  diminishes 
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to  a  certain  extent  the  patient's  chances  of  recovery,  and  nnder  the 
most  favorahle  circumstances  death  is  to  be  feared. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  present  to  the  Academy  some 
statistics  of  the  mortality  of  the  accident  under  consideration;  but 
the  figures  obtained  as  yet  are  too  small  to  warrant  any  satiBfactorv 
statement  as  to  the  cpmparativc  per  oentage  of  deaths  and  recoveries. 


VENTILATION  AND  VENTILATOBS. 


BY   WILSON    HOBBS,   M.   D.,   CARTHAGE,   INDIANA. 

Remd  before  tho  Union  Medical  Society,  at  Kofghtitown,  Indiana,  at  their  NoreinbersffsioB; 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication,  and  by  thvm  preeented  to 
the  We$t«m  Journal  of  Mtdicime, 


Mr.  President — My  paper  for  to-day  may  be  considered  as  doubt- 
fully coming  within  the  constitutional  proyision  which  requires  each 
member,  at  each  meeting,  to  report  a  case  or  read  an  essay  of  his  own 
writing  upon  a  medical  subject.  What  I  shall  say  upon  the  topic 
selected  relates  more  especially  to  the  sciences  of  natural  philosophy 
and  chemistry — but  I  shall  attempt  to  apply  this  knowledge,  not  to 
the  cure  of  disease,  but  to-its  prevention,  by  the  removal  of  some 
fruitful  causes  of  disease  and  death. 

It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  intelligent  physician  to  inform  him- 
self upon  sanitary  and  hygienic  questions,  by  which  he  may  be  able 
to  give  advice  for  public  as  well  as^private  use  in  relation  to  the  pre- 
servation of  health,  as  to  arm  and  equip  himself  for  battles  at  the 
bed-side,  and  he  is  a  lame  workman  in  the  beneficent  mission  of  the 
science  of  medicine  who  is  not  well  informed  upon  such  subjects. 

Our  thinking  men  are  just  now  saying  and  writing  much  upon  the 
varying  and  changing  types  of  disease  and  the  corresponding  changes 
in  plans  of  medication ;  and  I  have  often  thought  if  we  would  care- 
fully study  the  changes  in  the  habits  of  our  people,  which  advancing 
civilization  is  producing,  we  should  find  more  satisfactory  solution  and 
remedy  for  these  differences  of  type  than  elsewhere. 

The  necessity  of  pure  air  for  respiration  need  not  be  considered 
here;  nor  need  we  stop  to  discuss  the  question  whether  poisons  suffi- 
cient to  produce  disease  may  be  introduced  into  the  blood  by  the  res- 
piratory organs :   these  are  established  theorems. 
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In  the  primitive  states  of  society,  when  the  people  speud  most  or  all 
their  time  in  the  open  air,  or  in  wide  and  airy  tents  or  huts,  there  is 
little  need  of  disquisitions  upon  ventilation  and  pure  air— their  supply 
comes  direct  and  uncontaminated  from  the  broad  ocean  above  and 
around,  with  nothing  to  confine  its  circulation  or  obstruct  the  supply ; 
but  when,  according  to  the  custom  of  modern,  civilized  and  enlightened 
nations,  we  shut  ourselves  up  in  close  rooms,  we  have  great  need  to 
study  the  conditions  of  health  as  they  relate  to  this  subject. 

Age  after  age  we  are  becoming  more  effeminate.  Our  fathers  and 
mothers  lived  in  log  cabins  with  puncheon  floors,  loose  board  ceiling 
and  wide-jam  fire-places,  with  walls  through  which  light  and  air  were 
never  forbidden  to  enter;  in  the  cities  and  "better- to -do''  localities 
they  had  large  rooms  and  open  chimneys,  which  furnished  an  ample 
supply  of  air  and  kept  it  constantly  in  motion,  thus  preventing  the 
accumulation  and  concentration  of  atmospheric  poisons. 

Small  rooms  in  residences,  and  close  and  ill-ventilated  ones  for 
assemblies,  are  modern  inventions,  as  are  also  stoves  and  hot-air  fur- 
naces. Year  after  year  we  are  becoming  more  timorous  of  the  cold,, 
and  closer  and  closer  we  are  shutting  ourselves  in.  The  open  fire- 
place, that  good  old  life  preserver,  which  seeks  every  nook  and  corner 
and  crevice  for  a  fresh  breath,  and  failing  there  gives  the  alarm  by  a 
cloud  of  smoke,  which  compels  the  inmates  to  open  a  door  or  raise  a 
window,  is  now  fast  passing  away,  and  we  are  warming  ourselves  by 
hot  stoves,  steam  pipes,  furnaces  and  other  devices,  which  allow  the 
air  in  our  rooms  to  become  corrupted,  and  which  provide  no  sufficient 
remedy.  In  rooms  heated  by  stoves,  no  systematic  method  of  ventila- 
tion is  usually  arranged,  the  doors  and  the  windows  sliding  each  way 
being  generally  considered  ample  means  to  change  the  air — but  their 
proper  use  for  such  purpose  is  so  often  neglected,  that  danger  and 
injury  to  the  inmates  are  not  always  escaped.  For  the  ventilation  of 
rooms  heated  by  hot-air  furnaces  and  steam  pipes,  fhies  are  usually 
provided,  but  they  are  not  always  so  arranged  as  best  to  accomplish 
the  purpose  intended.  I  have  sometimes  seen  the  ventilating  register 
placed  near  the  ceiling — sometimes  near  the  floor — sometimes  at  inter- 
mediate points — sometimes  two  in  each  flue,  one  near  the  floor  and  the 
other  at  the  ceiling.  Each  of  these  methods  has  its  advocates.  There 
is  at  least  one  right  way  to  arrange  this  apparatus,  and  there  may  be 
many  wrong  ones.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  discuss  the 
scientific  principles  involved  in  the  question,  and  determine,  if  posEiblep 
which  is  the  correct  methodf, 
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Where  furnaces  are  used  for  heating  purposes,  a  curreDt  of  cold 
air  is  made  to  pass  into  a  ohamher  where  it  surrounds  the  heater,  and 
its  temperature  is  raised  to  such  point  as  is  desired.  It  is  thence  con- 
ducted hj  pipes  or  flues  to  the  apartment  which  is  to  be  warmed,  and 
there  admitted  by  a  register,  which  is  so  arranged  as  to  regulate  tbe 
size  of  the  current.  This  register  should  always  be  placed  at  the  floor 
of  the  room,  and,  by  reason  of  a  well  known  law,  the  hot  air  will 
immediately  rise  from  it  to  the  ceiling.  The  apartment  being  before 
full  of  air,  this  current  can  not  long  continue  unless  a  way  of  exit  is 
opened.  This  is  done  by  means  of  flues  in  the  wall,  leading  to  the 
roof,  which  are  also  furnished  with  registers  to  regulate  the  outvard 
current.  The  hot  air  thus  admitted  will  warm  the  room  in  either  of 
two  ways — by  mixing  with  and  imparting  its  caloric  to  the  cold  air  hj 
radiation  and  convection,  or  by  rising  above,  displacing  and  replacing 
the  cold  air,  if  the  flues  are  so  arranged  as  to  allow  it  to  do  so.  The 
specific  gravity  of  the  warm  air  being  less  than  that  of  the  cold,  it 
will  rise  to  the  ceiling,  while  the  heavier  cold  air  will  always  be  foand 
below  it.  The  two  will  not  mix  nor  come  together  except  as  they  are 
forced  by  currents  or  by  agitation. 

Now  if  the  ventilating  register  be  placed  near  the  ceiling,  the 
warm  air  will  pass  out  of  the  room,  leaving  the  heavier  cold  air  belov 
but  slowly  affected  in  its  temperature.  The  current  would  be  from 
the  lower  register  to  the  ceiling,  thence  to  the  ventilating  register: 
and  were  it  not  for  counter-currents  and  the  agitation  which  these  car- 
rents  would  produce  in  the  body  of  the  air  in  the  room,  with  the  alight 
amount  of  caloric  radiated,  the  furnace  might  be  kept  hot  the  whole 
of  a  cold  day  without  making  the  room  comfortable. 

The  draft  in  the  ventilating  flue,  with  the  registers  thus  arranged, 
would  be  a  very  strong  one,  as  there  would  a  continuous  column  of 
heated  air  from  the  cellar  to  the  roof. 

If,  however,  we  place  the  ventilating  register  at  the  floor,  the  heated 
air  will  make  its  way  to  the  ceiling  as  before ;  but  finding  no  means  of 
escape,  it  becomes  imprisoned  there,  pressing  upon  the  cold  air  below, 
which  immediately  seeks  exit  through  the  ventilating  register.  As 
the  currents  continue,  the  heated  air  gradually  fills  the  room  from 
above  downward,  and  the  cold  air  near  the  floor  is  all  carried  ont 
(through  the  flues  to  make  place  for  it.  Thus  the  room  is  quickly 
heated,  the  warm  air  driving  out  and  replacing  the  cold. 

Until  the  room  is  thoroughly  heated,  the  draft  in  the  flues,  with 
the  ventilating  register  thus  arranged,  will  be  much  weaker  than  in 
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the  former  case,  because  the  ventilator  is  not  now  filled  with  hot  air 
as  before,  but  with  cold,  and  which  is  pressed  oat  by  the  elasticity  of 
the  heated  air  at  the  ceiling,  not  rising  by  its  own  specific  gravity. 

Now,  as  we  pass  with  the  ventilating  register  to  intermediate  points 
on  the  wall  between  these  extremes,  we  shall  find  the  effects  corres- 
pondingly modified,  the  ventilator  always  receiving  its  supply  from 
above  the  register,  and  leaving  the  cold  air  below. 

It  will  thus  appear  that  with  both  registers  at  the  floor,  the  room 
will  be  most  quickly  and  most  thoroughly  heated ;  and  as  we  pass  the 
ventilating  register  upward,  we  increase  the  body  of  undisturbed  cold 
air.  From  this  we  infer,  that  if  the  only  purpose  of  the  air  flues 
were  to  heat  the  room  and  maintain  its  temperature,  the  registers  should 
both  be  placed  at  or  near  the  floor,  and  if  tbe  ventilator  is  not  so  ar- 
ranged, however  well  the  room  is  heated,  there  will  always  be  a  stratum 
of  cold  air  near  the  floor  of  the  room,  which,  will  produce  cold  feet 
for  those  occupying  it. 

When  steam  pipes  are  used  for  beaters,  there  is  no  supply-pipe  to 
furnish  a  current  of  hot  air.  The  heater  should  be  placed  near  the 
floor,  where  it  will  be  constantly  immersed  in  the  cold  air.  A  current 
of  heated  air  arises  from  it  toward  the  ceiling,  while  it  is  the  center 
of  a  circle  of  surrounding  currents  of  cold  air  passing  up  to  be  warmed. 
The  air,  as  it  rises,  gradually  expands  out  at  the  top  of  the  room.  As 
it  gradually  gives  out  its  caloric,  it  sinks  downward  to  make  room  for 
the  lighter  and  warmer.  Thus  it  continues  to  sink  until  again  at  the 
floor,  when  it  again  comes  up  to  be  warmed,  and  again  rises  to  the 
ceiling.  Thus  the  air  continues  to  rise  and  fall,  as  it  receives  caloric, 
and  distributes  it,  mixing  and  mingling  with  that  about  it,  until  the 
whole  is  of  equal  temperature. 

With  such  a  heater  there  is  no  need  of  a  ventilating  pipe  in  order 
to  warm  the  room ;  there  is  no  fresh  air  admitted,  and  hence  no  de- 
mand for  exit,  except  to  the  extent  of  the  expansion  of  the  atmos- 
phere in  the  room  by  the  heat,  which  will  easily  be  accommodated  in 
any  building  not  air  tight. 

To  change  the  air  of  a  room  thus  heated,  the  supply  of  cold  air 
should  be  admitted  near  the  heater,  where  it  will  be  immediately 
warmed,  and  the  ventilating  register  placed  as  in  the  case  of  rooms 
heated  by  furnaces. 

The  human  body  in  a  limited  space  of  confined  air,  becomes  self- 
destructive,  and  an  additional  use  of  the  ventilator  is  to  carry  away 
the  poisons  which  the  air  receives  from  the  occupants  of  our  houses, 
and  maintain  its  purity.  ^^^^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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We  will  now  consider  what  are  these  poisons,  their  mode  of  dis- 
semination, and  the  means  requisite  for  their  elimination. 

At  the  head  of  this  list  we  will  ennmerate  carhonic  acid  gas,  which 
is,  when  respired,  a  deadly  poison.  The  average  .amount  of  carhon 
daily  consumed  hy  an  adult,  in  pulmonary  and  cutaneous  exhalation, 
in  the  form  of  carbonic  acid,  is  about  10.8  ounces,  the  skin  eliminating 
about  one-thirtieth  of  the  amount.  The  specific  gravity  of  this  gas  is 
1.52,  atmospheric  air  being  1.  Hence,  by  its  great  weight,  it  will  set- 
tle toward  the  floor  of  the  room  and  mix  with  the  cold  air  there. 

The  average  amount  of  aqueous  vapor  daily  exhaled  from  the  lungs 
is  from  sixteen  to  twenty  ounces,  the  quantity  depending  upon  condi- 
tions not  necessary  now  to  consider.  This  is  not  pure  water,  but  con- 
tains in  solution  carbonic  acid,  hydrogen,  nitrogen,  phosphorus  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  albuminous  substances  in  a  state  of  decompo- 
sition. When  exhaled,  this  vapor  has  a  temperature  of  ninety-eight 
to  one  hundred  degrees,  and  being  lighter  than  the  air  in  the  room, 
will  rise  toward  the  ceiling,  and  diffuse  itself  with  the  atmosphere 
there. 

The  average  amount  of  fluid  daily  lost  by  tnsensibU  perspiration 
may  be  stated  at  from  two  to  three  pounds,  and  almost  any  man  occu- 
pying a  comfortably  heated  room  will  add  a  pound  or  two  to  this  by 
sensible  perspiration.  Nor  is  this  pure  water;  besides  the  mineral  salts 
which  it  holds  in  solution,  it  has  a  large  amount  of  organic  substances 
in  a  state  of  incipient  decomposition.  This,  too,  comes  to  the  surface 
at  the  temperature  of  the  body,  and  when  liberated,  will  rise  to  the 
ceiling,  and  mix  chiefly  with  the  warm  air  there. 

Besides  these  principal,  there  are  other  impurities  in  less  amount, 
which  emanate  from  the  body,  or  necessarily  occur  from  our  habits  of 
living.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  small  quantities  of  nitrogen, 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  ammonia,  the  vapor  of  saliva  and  the  fumes 
of  various  perishing  substances  which  may  be  present.  Most  of  these 
substances,  from  their  low  gravity,  will  seek  the  ceiling  and  mix  with 
the  warm  air  there. 

It  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  impurities  indicated  will  not 
separate  themselves  in  chambers  as  stated.  The  atmospheric  currents 
kept  up  by  the  access  and  egress  of  the  air,  and  other  causes  produ- 
cing agitation,  will  more  or  less  mix  them  through  the  whole  body  of 
the  air  in  the  room ;  but  the  greater  quantity  of  each  will  find  the 
places  above  assigned  them. 

ifence  it  will  be  apparent  that  of  the  substances  which  should  be 
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carried  out  of  the  chamber  by  the  ventilating  flues,  one  class  will  be 
found  at  the  floor  and  the  other  at  the  ceiling. 

Now  if  the  ventilating  register  be  placed  at  the  floor,  it  will  carry 
off  the  cold  air  and  carbonic  acid,  but  leave  the  atmosphere  of  the 
room  freighted  with  the  lighter  exhalations  above  enumerated,  which 
have  no  way  of  escape.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  register  be  placed 
at  the  ceiling  the  hot  air  and  lighter  impurities  will  pass  out  of  the 
room,  leaving  the  shivering  sufferers  below  with  cold  feet  and  breath- 
ing carbonic  acid.  If  it  be  placed  at  any  point  between  these  ex- 
tremes, it  will  remove  neither  class  completely,  but  leave  the  room 
poisoned  with  all  by  its  taking  out  the  best  air  in  it. 

No  single  regi&ter  can  act  at  the  two  points  where  it  appears 
from  what  has  been  stated,  means  of  egress  are  most  necessary ;  hence 
it  is  apparent  there  should  be  two — one  at  or  near  the  floor  to  remove 
the  cold  air  and  carbonic  acid,  and  one  at  or  near  the  ceiling  to  afford 
exit  for  the  lighter  exhalations  enumerated.  The  latter  will,  of 
course,  allow  the  escape  of  a  quantity  of  warm  air,  but  as  this  can 
not  be  separated  from  the  impurities  to  be  eliminated,  the  waste  can 
not  be  avoided.  It  may  be  closed  until  the  room  is  warmed,  and  the 
size  of  the  current  afterward  graduated  according  to  the  number  of 
persons  in  the  room,  for  reasons  which  are  apparent. 

The  lower  register  has  a  double  use — the  elimination  of  the  car- 
bonic acid,  and  the  removal  of  the  colder  air.  It  is  through  this 
channel  that  the  chief  current  from  the  furnace  to  the  roof  is  to  be 
maintained,  and  upon  its  capacity  should  chiefly  depend  the  supply- 
draft  from  the  furnace,  and  the  frequency  of  the  change  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  chamber.  The  upper  register  need  not 
be  so  large  as  the  lower,  for  two  reasons,  viz :  1st,  the  current  through 
it  is  a  very  strong  one,  for  the  reason  already  stated ;  2d,  this  current 
affords  no  aid  toward  heating  the  room,  but  rather  retards  it  by  carry- 
ing off  the  caloric;  its  only  purpose  is  to  separate  the  air,  and  should 
only  be  large  enough  to  prevent  the  concentration  of  the  lighter  ex- 
halations. 

In  assembly  rooms  the  air  needs  more  frequent  change,  as  more 
persons  are  breathing  it,  and  these  points  of  exit  should  have  corres- 
ponding dimensions. 

I  may  also  state  here  what  was  omitted  at  its  proper  place — that 
the  supply-pipe  from  the  furnace  and  the  ventilating  registers  should 
always  be  placed  at  opposite  points  of  the  room,  so  as  to  compel  the 
currents  of  air  to  traverse  the  whole  chamber.  ^  j 
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SPERMATOZOA. 


BY  W.  H.  LEMON,  M.  D.,  BRAZIL,  INDL^kNA. 


Id  prosecuting,  recently,  some  microscopic  researches  in  entomo- 
logy, in  behalf  of  the  New  Albany  Society  of  Natural  History,  those 
tiny  creatures  led  me  away  by  their  charming  proportions  as  they 
descended  into  the  infinitesimal  world,  until  I  found  myself  in  a  strange 
new  field,  in  search  of  the  entosthoblast  of  being — the  nucleus  of  the 
nucleolus  of  life, 

With  a  magnificent  glass,  having  a  power  of  near  seven  hundred 
diameters,  which  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  possess,  I  have  been  able  to 
elicit  many  interesting  facts ;  some  of  these  pertaining  to  human  sper- 
matozoa, may  not  be  wholly  uninteresting  to  many  of  the  profession, 
the  more  especially  so,  since  the  questions  of  excessive  fecundity  and 
sterility  are  so  often  forced  upon  us. 

The  ultimate  forms  of  animate  and  inanimate  organisms  seem  to 
merge  so  nearly  into  one  as  to  need  but  the  presence  or  absence  of 
the  same  subtle  agent  to  convert  both  into  neither  (original  inorganic 
atoms)  or  vitalize  the  whole,  to  bestow  at  some  future  moment  the  dis- 
tinctive elements  that  chain  the  germule  to  the  animal  or  vegetable 
kingdom. 

Certainly,  the  world  of  forms  begin  the  monad.  From  the  huge 
creations  of  the  midssval  age,  the  mammoth  palm,  and  mastodons,  to 
the  veriest  midge  of  the  present  day,  all  began  being  alike:  at  once 
a  cytohlast  and  cell-hirth,  a  spermatozoa. 

The  pollen  of  the  plant,  and  the  semen  of  the  animal,  may  fecun- 
date in  the  same  mysterious  manner;  and  at  some  future  day  we  maj 
be  able  to  see  a  twin  brother  to  our  own  spermatozoa  in  the  fairy  dust 
of  flowers. 

A  very  recent  specimen  of  semen,  when  first  placed  under  the 
glass,  seemed  a  living  but  ill-defined  mass  of  maggots,  but  which  was 
soon  resolved  into  a  structure  of  something  like  cellular  tela  and  col- 
umnar epithelium,  floating  in  colorless  liquor  seviinis,  amid  which 
sported  multiplied  thousands  of  very  young  iad-poles,  or  more  ex- 
actly, tviggle-tails,  like  those  of  stale  rainwater — spermatozoa.  Em- 
bryo beings,  eh  ?  What  becomes  of  them  when  they  pierce  the  ovule* 
eh,  again? 

That  they  are  individual  vitalities,  nothing  is  clearer.  They  pos- 
sess all  the  requisites  to  constitute  them  such.     They  have  distinct 
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forms;  rest  or  move  as  they  choose,  and  live  or  die  independently. 
They  travel  in  different  directions — meet  and  pass  each  other.  One 
will  wriggle  and  lash  his  tail  for  honrs  on  the  same  spot,  while  another 
drives  past  him  with  ease,  making  a  journey  at  once,  in  about  thirty  sec- 
onds, across  the  entire  field  of  the  microscope — full  the  one  thousandth 
part  of  an  inch — a  truly  wonderful  feat!  They  will  show  signs  of 
consternation  and  alarm,  and  dodge  from  cell  to  cell  like  lizards  hunting 
a  place  of  safety.  I  have  seen  three  and  four  packed  in  a  single  cel- 
ule  the  one-four  thousandth  part  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  Thrown 
into  the  vagina,  they  are  said  to  travel  universally  in  the  direction  of 
their  destination,  the  uterus  and  ova;  but  on  the  glass-slide  there  is 
the  utmost  confusion,  save  among  those  on  the  outer  edge  of  the 
film  under  examination,  whose  heads  are  turned  nearly  always  toward 
the  center  of  the  mass,  caught,  as  it  dries  up,  running  for  deep  water. 
Is  that  instinct,  volition,  or  what?  As  the  school-boy  has  it,  for  the 
present,  we  will  call  it  "  what." 

They  possess  a  body  or  head,  neck  and  tail.  The  body  or  head  is 
an  elipsoid  in  shape,  at  one  end  of  the  longer  axis  of  which  is  in- 
serted the  caudal  filament  through  a  ring  or  button  that  forms  the 
neck.  Their  entire '  length  will  average  about  one-twelve  hundredth 
part  of  an  inch.  The  body  is  about  one-tenth  of  this  in  length,  and 
one-twelfth  of  it  through  the  shorter  axis;  hence  it  is  about  one- 
twelve  thousandth  of  an  inch  long,  and  less  than  one-fourteen  thou- 
sandth of  an  inch  thick.  The  neck  is  about  one-twentieth  of  the 
body,  and  the  tail  with  a  thickness  equal  to  about  the  one-one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  thousandth  of  an  inch,  has  the  wondrous  length 
of  one-twelve  hundredth  of  an  inch.  These  measurements  vary  much 
with  the  different  physical  conditions  of  the  animalcule.  While  in 
the  normal  state,  they  have  the  life-like  translucent  fullness  of  very 
young  fish;  in  dying,  they  shrink  and  blacken,  presenting  well-de- 
fined outlines.  They  show  a  clear  spot  in  the  center  of  the  body, 
which,  however,  may  not  be  owing  to  anything  peculiar  in  their  struc- 
ture, but  to  a  law  of  light. 

Not  all  specimens  of  semen  possess  spermatozoa — some  many,  some 
few;  and  in  some  again  they  are  dead:  hence  not  all  are  capable  of 
fecundating;  for  that  power,  beyond  question,  lies  in  and  depends  upon 
the  vital  spermatozoa.  Healthy  semen  teems  with  them.  In  an  aver- 
age specimen,  recently  examined,  I  counted  three  hundred  in  the  clear 
focal  field  of  my  glass,  the  one-ten  thousandth  part  of  a  square  inchw 
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This  would  yield  the  enormoas  number  of  three  hundred  millious  in  a 
cubic  inch  of  the  vital  fluid. 

It  is  not  our  province  to  settle  the  question  of  how  many  are  re- 
quired to  vivify  the  ovule ;  suffice  it  to  say,  whether  one  or  many,  that 
by  this  great  number  a  beneficent  Creator  has  put  the  chances  for  pro- 
creation beyond  a  peradventure. 


CONSERVATIVE  SURGERY. 


WAYNE  ORISWOLD,    M.   D.,  CIRCLEVILLE,   OHIO. 


December  8th,  1868— Was  called  to  see  Miss  W.  While  holding 
a  chicken  for  her  brother  to  kill,  a  misdirected  blow  of  his  hatchet 
cut  oflf  the  end  of  her  thumb,  taking  the  entire  nail,  about  one-third 
of  the  first  phalanx  and  the  entire  ball  of  the  thumb.  On  asking 
for  the  piece  of  thumb,  they  informed  me  that  it  was  rolled  up  in  a 
cloth  out  in  a  cold  room,  and  that  it  had  been  one  hour  and  three 
minutes  (by  the  clock)  since  the  accident.  The  mother  was  in  great 
tribulation  at  the  prospect  of  a  deformed  thumb  for  her  yoang 
daughter,  and  the  child  was  still  more  worried  for  fear  she  would  not 
be  able  to  play  octaves  on  the  piano.  After  washing  the  thumb  in 
warm  water  till  it  bled  freely,  and  warming  the  piece  in  the  same 
manner,  it  was  placed  as  near  in  position  as  possible  and  secured  by 
adhesive  straps.  Left  orders  to  wet  the  thumb  (in  a  warm  weak  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid  in  water)  every  few  hours. 

On  the  third  day,  removed  the  dressing.  The  parts  adhered,  bat 
the  nail  looked  blue  and  the  skin  white  and  dead.     Dressing  continued. 

On  sixth  day,  removed  the  dead  skin  and  with  it  the  phalangel 
bone.  The  ball  of  the  thumb  looked  like  a  piece  of  fresh  beef 
covered  with  purulent  matter.  Found  by  examining  with  a  glass,  a 
new  nail  starting.     Continued  the  carbolic  acid  dressing. 

The  old  nail  came  off  in  fifteen  days;  a  new  one  took  its  place, 
leaving  the  thumb  perfectly  natural  except  a  little  flatness  of  ball  from 
loss  of  blood.  There  is  not  a  scar  to  mark  the  place  where  the  thumb 
was  injured.  New  skin  formed  from  the  stump  up  over  the  ball,  smooth 
as  it  ever  was.  The  mother  was  left  to  rejoice  that  her  daughter  had 
no  thumb  deformity  and  was  again  able  to  play  the  piano  as  well  as 
«he  did  before  the  injury. 
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MYXOMA,   OR   HYPERPLASIA   OF    THE   VILLI   OF    THE 
CHORION.  . 

BY  ALEXANDER   D.   SINCLAIB,   M.   D. 

Member  MassachoMtta  Medical  Society,  American  Medical  Association,  Obstetrical  Society  of 

Boston,  ftc.    Re-printed  from  Tol.  1,  No.  I,  of  the  publications  of  the 

Massachosetts  Medical  Association. 


A  little  brochure  of  three  pages,  on  a  very  old  subject,  with  a  very 
new  name.  The  first  page  relates  to  the  rarity  of  the  aflfection ;  the 
second,  the  history  of  the  case ;  and  the  third  and  last  describes  the 
remarkable  phenomena. 

"Mrs.  ,  set.  forty,  mother  of  seven  living  children,  youngest  about 

four  years  old,  aborted  after  her  first  and  fifth  conceptions,  about  the  third 
month.  *  ♦  *  Catamenia  regular  with  some  pain,  were  last  present 
on  January  27th,  1868."  Pregnancy,  "May  10th,  she  noticed  for  the  first  time 
her  linen  slightly  stained  with  a  somewhat  bloody  matter,  which  appeared  at 
intervals  for  the  next  four  days,  with  a  slight  pain  occasionally  felt  in  the  uterine 
region. 

Near  midnight,  on  May  14th,  "  she  was  suddenly  seized  with  an  alarming 
haemorrhage,  causing  her  to  faint  and  become  pale  as  if  dead.  She  had  recovered 
her  senses  before  I  arrived,  but  the  pallor  which  remained,  together  with  the 
appearance  of  the  bed  on  which  she  lay,  bore  evidence  of  a  frightful  loss  of 
blood. 

"On  examination,  the  uterus  felt  like  that  of  a  woman  in  the  fifth  month 
of  pregnancy.  The  os  rigid,  though  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the  index 
finger ;  hsemorrhage  had  ceased.  Careful  examination  of  the  clots  discovered 
only  a  small  foetus,  having  the  appearance  of  fall  three  months  growth.!* 

A  tanpon  was  introduced  and  ergot  administered,  restoratives,  &c. 

"  This  dilated  the  cervix  and  excited  uterine  contractions,  expelling  large 
quantities  of  bloody  fluid,  aJ^d  opaquCj  JlaUened,  fiesk-colored  bodiesj  irregular  in 
size  and  f arm f  many  of  which  looked  like  pieces  of  decidua^  generally  longer  than  they 
were  wide,  and  mea^suring  abotU  three  to  ten  or  twelve  inches  in  length;  others  consisted 
of  tuberosities  strung  together  by  more  or  less  elongated  and  constricted  portions.  Many 
of  these  measured  from  two  to  five  inches  in  length.  All  of  these  bodies  were  covered  with 
a  thin  membrane  {exod>orion),from  which  sprung  numerous  bud-like  processes,  varying 
from  one  to  t\reee  lines  in  length.    No  where  did  these  growths  present  the  vesicular 
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appearance  which  characterizes  h  jdatidiform  degeneration  of  the  chorion  Till!, 
and  when  placed  in  a  hasin  of  water,  they  sunk  to  the  bottom  like  pieces  of 
flesh.  .  *  *  *  *  The  quantity  of  these  bodies  discharged  would 
more  than  fill  a  quart  measure.^' 

We  venture  the  presumption  as  a  safe  one,  that  these  lines  will 
scarcely  attract  the  eye  of  any  practitioner  of  any  experience  who  has 
not  encountered  his  similar  case,  and  will  not  at  once  recognize  it 
under  its  new  title  as  a  simple  case  of  mole,  and  of  the  variety  spoken 
of  in  the  older  obstetrical  works  as  the  mola  carnosa.  The  history  of 
the  case,  the  symptoms,  the  character  of  the  discharge,  and  above  all, 
the  microscopical  results  decide  it  as  definitely  as  any  collection  of 
facts  can. 

"  On  microscopic  examination  of  these  bodies  (which  had  been  in  alcohol 
for  nearly  twelve  months),  they  were  found  to  consist,  essentially,  of  mocoos 
tissue,  or  more  literally,  cells  with  here  and  there  an  indistinct  fibrous  appear- 
ance. Fatty  metamorphosis  had  commenced  in  the  tissue.  The  laigest  tuber- 
osities contained  masses  of  blood  corpuscles  and  granular  debris.  No  blood 
vessels  were  found,  although  searched  for  diligently." 

What  is  a  mole?  So  long  ago  as  the  time  of  Dubois  and  Velpcau, 
who  wrote  during  the  formation  of  the  modern  school  of  pathology, 
a  mole  was  regarded  as  an  "  hypertrophy  of  the  villosities  of  the 
chorion."  {Chaily  ObaL,  p,  82,)  And  although  opinions  have  varied 
as  to  the  primitive  point  of  departure,  i.  e.  whether  in  the  decidua  or 
the  chorion,  almost  all  agree  that  this  hypertrophy  constitutes  the 
mole.  (  Vide  resume  on  the  vesicular  or  cystic  mole  in  its  scientific 
and  practical  considerations,  by  Dr.  Marcus  Bloch,  Freiburg,  1869. 
Schmidts  Jahrbiicher,  August,  18G9).  Moles,  organized  fleshy  masses. 
(^Montgomery  on  the  Signs,  (S:c.,  of  Pregnancy,  p,  £13),  Moles,  massa 
carnea  (  Vogel),  Yoigtel  in  describing  the  different  species  of  mole, 
"in  others,"  he  observes,  **the  foetus  itself  is  destroyed,  and  only  its 
membranes  and  the  placenta  continue  to  grow  for  a  time  and  gtt 
thiclcentd  and  fleshy ^  For  a  good  description  of  the  mola  carnosa, 
see  Lange^s  GehurtshUlfe,  p,  ^11, 

"  When  a  placenta  has  been  formed,  many  alterations  may  occur  in  its  tissoe 
in  consequence  of  hypertrophy,  inflammation  or  other  morbid  changes,  Ac 
When  thrown  05*,  these  diseased  placenta  present  usually  the  appearance  of  a 
fleshy  mass,  being  much  thicker  and  more  solid  than  the  natural  tissue,  dbc.,  and 
in  some,  there  is  a  fatty  degeneration.''    {Hodgt^  p.  4^0,) 

Indeed,  we  scarcely  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  the  gentleman 
himself  entertains  the  opinion  that  the  "remarkable  condition"  was  a 
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mole  attended  with  all  the  symptoms  ocourriDg,  in  the  rule,  as  in  this 
case.  But  we  can  not  understand  why  the  matter  was  regarded  of 
such  importance  with  all  the  literature  we  possess  on  the  subject  as  to 
merit  a  re-print  from  the  transactions. 

Myxoma  is  a  beautifnl  name  and  in  accord  with  Yirchow's  anatom- 
ical classification  of  morbid  growths.  It  means  simply  a  tumor  of 
mucous  tissue,  and  was  used  before  Yirchow  in  describing  this  very 
condition,  by  Hildebrandt.  In  the  resume  quoted  above,  occurs  the 
following  scntenee:  "Of  particular  interest  is  the  occurrence  of 
partial  degeneration  of  the  coty  ledons,  which  have  been  observed  both 
in  the  chorion  and  very  often  in  the  placentas  of  ripe  fruits.  {Milde- 
hrandty  Myxoma  fibros,  plac.,)  when  the  foetus  is  generally  found  dead, 
badly  or  defectively  developed." 

"  Myxoma  occurs  oftcner  as  hyperplastic,  more  seldom  as  heteroplastic  form- 
ations.   To  the  first  belongs  especiaUy  the  myxoma  of  the  placenta  (the  so-caUed 
grape  or  vesicular  mole),  which  consists  in  an  hypertrophy  of  the  mucous  basis  of 
the  chorin  villi  generally  in  the  entire  eircumferenee  of  the  membranes"    (AUgemein :' 
JPloUKologUy  UhU  &  Wagner,  p.  4OO), 

"  Strapman  found  the  decidua  of  a  three  months  ovum  thickened 
in  places  to  three  to  four  lines,"  and  besides  this  general  thickening, 
several  perfectly  smooth,  somewhat  flattened  polypous  excrescences, 
with  broad  bases.  Besides  these  mucom  masses  were  observed,  like- 
wise, other  small  polypi  with  pedicles,  in  commencement. 

Virchow  describes  a  similar  case  from  a  supposed  syphilitic  disease 
of  the  membranes,  wherein  the  large  mucous  masses  possess  a  smooth 
surface  of  a  reddish  color.  He  considers  it  a  hyperplasia  of  the 
decidua  (Kloh,  p,  557-8.)  He,  Virchow,  believes  also  that  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  villi  occurs  outside  of  the  cells,  which  may  either  persist 
or  perish  by  fatty  degeneration.  Xhe  tissue  is,  besides,  identical  with 
that  of  the  umbilical  cord. 

"  It  is  among  the  tumors  due  to  a  proliferation  of  the  mucous  tissue  that  is 
among  the  myxomata  that  hydatidiform  degenerations  also  are  now  ranged,  and 
they  are  called  myxoma  of  the  villi  of  the  chorion.'^  (CharpejUier  eur  dea  MaJUid. 
du  Ftacenta  et  des  MemhraneSy  p,  1S7), 

"  The  mucous  tissue  exists  also  in  a  high  degreee  in  the  tissue  of  the  umbil- 
ical cord,  which  is  called  the  gelatine  of  Wharton."    {CharpenHer,  loe.  eit,) 

The  most  interesting  case  of  mole,  we  may  mention  in  passing, 
which  we  have  ever  encountered,  is  recorded  in  KloVs  Path.  Anal,  of 
the  Female  Sexual  Organs^  p.  529,  wherein  an  extra  uterine  pregnancy 
degenerated  to  a  mole,  while  a  mole  also  existed  in  utero,  which  proved 
fatal  by  haemorrhage  in  the  second  month. 
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The  case  reported  then,  is  simply  a  case  of  molar  pregnancy  with 
the  usual  termination,  and  occurring  at  the  time  (three  months)  when 
it  is  most  likely  to  occur,  because  of  the  increased  vascularity  at  the 
period  of  the  placental  formation,  and  from  the  fact  that  nearly  tweWe 
months  elapsed  between  the  accident  and  the  report,  the  whole  case 
bears  the  impress  to  us  of  a  resurrection  from  its  spiritual  preserration 
and  a  re-imbodiment  under  the  newer  and  more  fashionable  name. 

The  "most  remarkable  condition"  is  that  of  the  accompanjinR 
plate,  which  consists  of  a  number  of  irregular  lines  enclosing  an  open 
cavity,  and  which  does  not  convey  nearly  as  good  an  idea  of  the  coo- 
dition  described  as  if  the  book  had  been  suddenly  closed  on  three  or 
four  unfortunate  insects  between.  J.  T.  W. 


REPORTS  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  CATTLE  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  MADE  TO  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  AGRICUL- 
TURE,  WITH  ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 


Wnahlngton:    1869.    Pp.  190—8  to. 


The  remarkable  increase  of  disease  among  the  domestic  animals  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  last  fifteen  years,  has  attracted  general  atten- 
tion, and  the  fact  is  of  deeper  interest  because  this  prevalence  of 
destructive  plagues  among  these  creatures  has  been  attended  by  a 
signal  exemption  of  the  human  family  from  all  epidemic  disorders. 
Except  cholera,  which  spread  over  the  continent  in  1866,  we  have  had 
no  generally  diffused  disease  since  the  fatal  malady,  called  by  the 
people  cholera  for  want  of  a  nam'e  more  descriptive  of  its  character, 
appeared  about  fifteen  years  ago  among  our  hogs  and  the  various 
families  of  poultry.  What  connection  there  is,  if  any,  between  these 
facts  it  would  be  unprofitable,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge, 
to  inquire.  But  it  can  not  be  regarded  as  uninteresting  that,  at  the 
time  when  man  is  enjoying  the  highest  health,  the  animals  associated 
with  him  are  suffering  from  destructive  diseases.  It  establishes  at 
least  this  fact,  that  the  causes  of  disease  are  not  common  to  him  and 
the  lower  animals.  The  "vengeful  arrows"  which  destroy  his  "dogs 
and  mules,"  are  not  those  which  fasten  upon  him,  and  the  infection 
by  which  he  is  poisoned  passes  harmlessly  over  them. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BIBtlOOBAPHT.  733 

This  volume  is  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  diseases  of  cat« 
tie,  which  have  only  begun  to  excite  interest  in  our  country  within  the 
last  few  years.  In  the  summer  of  1868  an  affection  became  general 
among  the  cattle  brought  to  Cairo,  Illinois,  from  Texas,  and  has  been 
called,  from  its  resemblance  to  a  disease  of  the  old  Spanish  cattle  on 
the  Gulf  coast,  "Spanish  fever."  It  is  more  generally  known  by  the 
name  "Texas  Cattle  Disease."  Professor  Gamgee,  of  London,  was 
requested  by  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  Horace  Capron,  Esq., 
to  make  a  full  investigation  of  the  complaint,  and  this  work  consists 
chiefly  of  his  reports  on  the  subject.  The  disease,  according  to  Prof* 
Oamgee,  is  pleuro«pneumonia,  and  is  propagated  alone  by  contagion. 
The  popular  term  murrain  was  applied,  in  times  past,  to  all  the  fatal 
affections  of  cattle.  This  has  been  sometimes  called  "pulmonary  mur^ 
rain."  It  has  been  long  known  to  veterinary  surgeons,  and  much 
within  the  last  century  has  been  written  concerning  it  in  France,  and 
especially  in  Germany.  It  has  been  eminently  fatal  in  England  and 
Ireland  in  the  last  twenty-seven  years — two  millions  pounds  sterling 
having  been  lost  in  cattle  in  those  countries  from  the  disorder  during  that 
period.  From  England  and  Holland  the  malady  has  been  propagated 
far  and  wide.  In  1843  it  is  said  to  have  been  imported  into  Brooklyn 
by  a  cow  fVom  Germany,  and  the  disease  is  believed  to  have  existed  in 
the  neighborhood  ever  since.  From  Holland  the  infection  was  im- 
ported into  Massachusetts  in  1859.  Four  cows  arrived  in  a  diseased 
state,  of  which  three  died  in  a  short  time,  and  the  disease  spread  rap- 
idly among  the  cattle  on  the  farm  of  the  importer.  That  the  pleuro- 
pneumonia of  cattle  is  propagated  by  contagion  Prof.  G.  entertains  no 
doubt ;  and  to  ignore  the  fact,  he  contends,  will  be  tp  diffuse  the  fatal 
malady  all  over  the  whole  country.  Sick  cows  are  sold  to  the  butch- 
ers ;  often  put  into  droves  of  other  cattle,  to  which  they  impart  the 
contagion,  and  in  this  way  it  is  carried  to  all  the  marts  where  beef  is 
sold,  to  become  again  centers  of  contagion. 

Of  the  signs  or  symptoms  of  this  disease,  the  first  that  elicits  atten- 
tion is  a  cough,  and  this  Prof.  Gamgee  has  found  always  attended  by 
fever.  In  a  herd  of  cattle  he  has  frequently  detected  individuals 
apparently  in  perfect  health,  with  a  temperature  of  one  hundred  and 
four  or  one  hundred  and  five  degrees  Fahr.,  and  never  in  such  a  case 
did  he  fail  to  discover  friction  sounds  and  loud  respiratory  murmurs, 
the  disease  having  been  already  set  up  in  the  lungs.  The  animal 
affected  first  attracts  attention  by  the  appearance  of  its  coat,  which  is 
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dall  and  staring ;  its  appetite  soon  fails,  its  breathing  becomes  qaick, 
and  it  stands  motionless  with  protruding  head  and  arched  back,  whicb 
sufficiently  indicate  grave  disease.  Auscultation  and  percussion  reveal 
a  harsh  rhoncus,  with  solidification  of  one  or  both  lungs.  Death, 
when  it  occurs,  takes  place  from  prostration,  suffocation,  purulent  fever 
or  hectic.  The  incubation  stage  of  the  disease  may  last  eighty  days, 
and  usually  averages  from  twenty-five  to  forty ;  the  acute  stage  varies 
from  seven  to  twenty-one  days.  The  mortality  varies  from  one  to 
ninety  per  cent,  of  the  animals  aff^ected.  Even  in  mild  outbreaks  the 
mortality  is  seldom  below  twenty-five  per  cent.  In  England  the  Usui 
cattle  mortality  has  been  more  than  double  by  the  lung  plague,  and 
for  many  years,  of  the  cattle  that  have  died,  fifty  per  cent,  have  fallen 
victims  to  this  fever. 

In  regard  to  the  contagiousness  of  the  cattle  plague,  Professor  0. 
remarks : 

^^The  historj  of  pleuro-pneumonia,  coupled  with  the  observations  made  on 
the  supposed  casual  agencies  capable  of  inducing  the  disease,  are  almost  suffi- 
cient to  establish  the  purely  contagious  nature  of  the  disease;  but  there  are  sev- 
eral important  proofs  that  deserve  mention. 

"  It  is  seen  in  all  countries  where  the  lung  plague  appears,  that  it  spreads  io 
proportion  to  the  opportunities  of  contagion.  It  is  worst  in  large  ctties  where 
cow-feeders  have  to  make  frequent  purchases.  It  is  apt  to  diminish  in  severity 
so  long  as  the  cows  are  confined  to  stables  in  the  winter,  and  difierent  herds  hare 
no  chance  of  approach. 

"  The  high-prized  herds  of  England,  which  have  been  carefully  isolated  by 
their  proprietors,  have  always  remained  free  from  the  disease." 

All  the  facts  adduced  on  this  head  certainly  make  out  a  strong 
case  in  favor  of  the  nature  of  the  plague  asserted  in  the  following 
paragraphs : 

"  The  lung  plague  is  a  malignant  fever,  never  generated  <2e  noco,  so  far  as 
reliable  information  has  yet  reached,  dependent  on  the  introduction  of  a  vixus 
or  a  contagion  into  the  system  of  a  healthy  animal.  This  principle  produces  a 
local  change  if  inserted  into  any  part  provided  with  a  connective  or  fatty  tissoe^ 
in  which  it  most  readily  penetrates.  The  same  local  change  is  produced  by  its 
contact  with  the  delicate  mucous  surface  of  the  bronchial  tubes. 

*•  Viewed  in  this  light,  we  have  to  classify  bovine  pleuro-pneumonia  with 
the  contagious  fevers,  and  we  must  recognise  that  it  is  peculiar  and  difierent  from 
the  other  known  diseases  of  man  or  animals.  The  ordinary  phenomena  of 
inflammations  are  but  superadded  conditions,  and  an  animal  may  have  the 
disease  without  indicating  their  presence." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BIBLIOGRAPHY.  735 

The  medical  treatment  of  this  disease  has  not  heen  satisfactory,  and 
as  to  the  treatment  in  general  use,  Prof.  G.  remarks  that  it  is  worse — 
useless.  Bleeding  was  at  one  time  extensively  practiced,  especially 
in  England,  hut  it  is  now  almost  entirely  abandoned.  The  remedy  to 
which  Prof.  G.  attaches  most  importance,  is  iron  in  the  form  of  the 
sisquichloride  or  sulphate,  which  he  gives  with  the  view  of  smothering 
the  exudation  into  the  lungs.  A  drachm  mixed  with  coriander  seed 
in  bran,  is  freely  eaten,  and  has,  he  thinks,  often  arrested  the  distem- 
per. But  it  is  evident  from  all  that  has  been  written  on  the  subject, 
that  a  great  deal  is  not  to  be  expected  from  medical  treatment  in  this 
complaint  when  once  firmly  established,  and  hence  the  greater  import- 
ance of  prophylatic  measures  by  which  it  may  be  prevented  from 
spreading.  These  consist  in  separating  the  healthy  part  of  the  herd 
at  once  from  the  diseased  animals,  and  in  inoculating  those  which  have 
been  exposed  to  the  infection.  Our  author  is  fully  persuaded  of  the 
efficacy  of  inoculation  in  securing  at  least  a  temporary  immunity  from 
the  disease.  He  is  not  sure  that  a  permanent  security  is  given  by  the 
operation.  At  the  same  time  that  this  exemption  is  secured,  there  is 
no  danger  of  developing  the  plague  by  inoculation.  The  tip  of  the 
tail  is  the  point  most  favorably  chosen  for  inserting  the  virus,  which 
is  the  fluid  obtained  from  the  lungs  of  an  animal  in  the  first  stages  of 
the  disorder.  t 

If  the  conclusions  at  which  veterinarians  have  arrived  in  regard  to 
the  contagiousness  of  this  disorder,  and  the  practicability  of  avoiding 
it  by  inoculating|healthy  animals,  should  be  sustained  by  future  observa- 
tion, the  terrors  of  this  plague  will  be  substantially  annihilated. 

From  this  interesting  report  of  Prof.  Gamgee,  it  would  appear  that 
diseased  cattle  in  great  numbers  had  been  slaughtered  and  sold  by 
butchers  in  all  countries  where  the  lung-plague  has  prevailed,  and  it 
is  a  note-worthy  fact  that  in  no  instance  does  disease  in  man  seem  to 
have  originated  from  the  use  of  such  flesh. 

Splenic  fever  is  the  subject  of  an  elaborate  report  by  Prof.  Gamgee. 
The  disease  is  not  contagious.  It  is  hardly  amenable  to  treatment. 
Quarantine  is  the  measure  for  preventing  its  dissemination. 

These  reports  are  highly  interesting  to  agriculturalists  engaged  in 
raising  cattle,  and  they  are  also  instructive  to  the  physician.  We  hope 
the  investigations  will  be  continued,  and  that  important  results  will 
follow  the  efforts  of  government  in  this  direction. 
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THE  SCIENCE  AND  ART  OF  SURGERY:  BEING  A  TREATISE 
ON  SURGICAL  INJURIES,  DISEASES  AND  OPERATIONS. 


BY  JOHN  ERIC  ERICKSEN, 

Senior  Snrgeon  to  Univeriity  College  Hospitiil,  and  Holmes  Professur  of  Clinical  Sargery  in  tJoi* 

veralty  College,  London.    From  the  fifth  enlarged  and  careftiUy  revieed  London  edition. 

Illnetratcd  with  six  hundred  and  thirty  engravings  on  wood.    With  additions 

by  John  AsHiiuasT,  Jb.,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Vice-President  of  the  PhiladeU 

phia  Pathological  Society,   Surgeon  to  the  Bpiscopal  Hoq»it«lf 

etcstc.   Philadelphia:   Henry  C.  Le».  18W.  Pp.1838, 

imporial  octavo.     Cloth,   87.50;  leather,  C8.50. 

From  Robert  Clarke  ft  Co.,  06  West 

Fourth  street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Among  the  various  works  issued  frem  the  medical  press  of  this 
country,  during  the  present  year,  this  edition  of  the  "Science  and  Art 
of  Surgery"  stands  pre-eminent  hoth  for  its  intrinsic  value  and  ito 
handsome  appearance. 

Through  four  editions  the  work  is  so  well  known  to  the  profession 
that  any  extended  notice  of  it  here  would  be  entirely  superfluous;  for 
we  believe  it  to  be  generally  admitted  that  no  single  work,  either 
American  or  foreign,  pertaining  to  the  principles  and  practice  of  sot' 
gery,  has  been  so  (tniversally  received  with  favor  as  this  of  Professor 
Ericksen.  For  ourselves,  we  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  for  the 
last  ten  years  we  have  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  referring  to  **£rick' 
sen,"  when  beset  by  doubts  and  difficulties  in  the  managment  of  our 
surgical  cases ;  and  owing  to  the  completeness  of  the  work  in  details 
relating  to  the  pathology,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  the  affections 
falling  within  the  domain  of  surgery,  we  have  seldom  failed  of  obtain' 
ing  the  information  sought. 

The  fifth  London  edition,  from  which  this  is  prepared,  is  in  two 
volumes;  but  by  greatly  enlarging  the  page,  the  American  publisher 
has  presented  the  English  edition  complete  in  a  single  large  though 
not  unwieldly  volume.  The  improvements  in  this  edition,  as  clearly 
stated  in  the  preface,  are,  "The  whole  work  has  been  remodeled;  many 
of  the  wood -cuts  have  been  re-drawn,  and  nearly  one  hundred  new 
ones  added.  Some  chapters  have  been,  in  a  great  measure,  re-written* 
and  much  new  matter  has  been  added  beyond  the  mere  general  enlarge- 
ment of  the  work.  The  additions  thus  made  have  not  been  confioed 
to  any  one  particular  part,  but  have  been  widely  and  generally  dis* 
tributed  through  the  various  subjects  of  which  the  work  treats; "and 
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in  them  are  presented  a  notice  of  the  more  important  recent  advances 
in  the  science  of  surgery,  and  the  results  of  the  more  extended  expe- 
rience of  the  author  in  the  practice^  of  its  art. 

The  chapter  devoted  to  ophthmalio  surgery  is  written  hy  Mr. 
Sheatfield,  one  of  the  ophthalmic  surgeons  to  University  College 
Hospital,  and  adds  much  to  the  value  of  the  work.  The  chapter 
on  syphilis  has  heen  re-arranged  by  Mr.  Berkley  Hill,  surgeon  to 
the  Look  Hospital,  London.  And  the  subjects  of  general  surgical 
diseases,  including^  pysema,  scrofula,  and  tumors,  have  been  revised 
by  Dr.  Alexander  Bruce;  while  others  have  assisted  in  other  branches. 
The  additions  made  to  the  work  by  Dr.  Ashhurt  are  of  especial 
interest,  and  consist  mainly  of  such  practical  matters  as  have  been 
omitted  by  the  author  in  relation  to  American  surgery ;  and  we  believe 
the  general  verdict  will  be  that  the  American  editor  has  performed  his 
work,  both  as  a  text'^book  for  the  student  and  as  a  work  of  reference 
for  the  practitioner,  at  the  same  time  we  observe  several  instances  in 
which  we  think  a  brief  notice  of  the  statistics  collected  by  American 
surgeons,  in  relation  to  certain  operations  and  accidents  might  have 
been  inserted  with  advantage. 

A  well  arranged  table  of  contents  and  a  copious  index  render  the 
work  convenient  as  one  of  reference.  In  the  way  of  paper,  printing 
and  binding,  the  work  is  superb.  J.  B.  W. 


A  MANUAL  OF  ELEMENTARY  CHEMISTRY— THEORET- 
ICAL AND  PRACTICAL. 


BY  QEO.   F0WN8,   F.  &.   S«, 

L«te  Profenor  of  Practical  Chemistry  in  iTniTenity  Oollege,  London.    Edited  by  fiobt.  Bridges, 

M.  D.,  ProftMor  In  the  PhiUdel^fai  Oollege  of  PhMrmaoy.    Pnblldied  by 

Henry  C.  Lea,  Philadelphia,  1809.    For  sale  by  Eobt. 

Clarke  A  Co.,  Cincinnati. 


The  publishers  have  given  us  this  re-print  from  the  tenth  revised 
and  corrected  English  edition ;  the  notes,  together  with  a  number  of 
illustrations  having  been  added  by  the  American  editor.  Fownes'  chem- 
istry has  long  enjoyed  the  favor  of  students,  more  especially  of  those 
directing  their  attention  to  the. science  of  medicine,  and  this  edition, 
fairly  representing,  as  it  does,  the  present  condition  of  the  science, 
will,  we  are  sure,  continue  to  hold  the  favor  it  has  so  long  enjoyed. 

(51) 
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It  is  tbe  text-book  recommended  bj  many,  if  not  most  of  oar 
medical  leotnrers,  and  a  more  complete  expose  of  tbe  snbjeot  can  act 
be  found  in  any  work  of  its  siae.  About  one-balf  of  tbe  work  is 
deyoted  to  organic  obemistry,  tbe  greater  part  of  wbicb  baa  been 
re-written  and  tbose  additions  made  wbicb  bare  been  rendered  neces* 
sary  by  recent  investigations  and  discoveries.  Tbe  latter  part,  about 
forty  pages,  is  devoted  to  animal  cbemistry ;  this  baa  been  entire); 
revised.  Tbe  work  is  substantially  bound,  printed  on  good  paper, 
in  small  but  clear  type,  embracing  macb  information  in  a  compact 
and  convenient  form  for  use.  We  know  of  no  work  on  tbe  sob- 
ject  more  deserving  of  a  place  in  tbe  library  of  either  practitioner  or 
student  of  medicine,  A.  W.  P. 
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BY  I«UIISFOBD  P.  YAia)XLL,  X«  D. 


The  subject  of  tbe  following  memoir  was  known  as  a  man  of  sci- 
ence wherever  Oeology  is  cultivated ;  and  it  is  in  this  character  that 
his  name  commands  tbe  highest  respect  of  men.  But  be  was  also  a 
physician  of  note,  and  at  the  time  of  bis  death  was  pursuing  bis  pro- 
fession successfully  as  a  teacher  and  a  practitioner  in  one  of  tbe  lead- 
ing cities  of  our  country.  His  professional  life  presents  some  points 
of  unusual  interest.  It  affords  an  instance  of  tbe  attainment  of  dis- 
tinction in  two  pursuits  foreign  from  each  other— both  demanding 
much  time  and  severe  mental  application,*  and  tbe  rarer  example 
of  success  in  tbe  practice  of  physic,  after  having  deserted  it  through 
a  number  of  years  for  another  profession.  Tbe  many  friends  attached 
to  him  by  his  social  virtues  and  scientific  attainments,  have  a  riglit 
to  expect  some  enduring  record  of  bis  useful  and  honorable  life; 
and  it  is  with  tbe  view  of  meeting  to  some  extent  this  just  expecta- 
tion, as  well  as  to  satisfy  tbe  claims  of  friendship  that  this  memonal 
is  written. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  Shumard  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
rania,  on  the  24tb  of  November,  1820,  of  pious  and  respectable  parents. 
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His  father,  Mr.  John  Shamard,  was  a  descendant  of  the  Hugue- 
nots, and  received  in  his  youth  careful  mental  and  moral  training. 
£yincing  decided  piety  when  young,  he  was  educated  for  the  ministry 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  day  had  been  appointed  for 
his  ordination,  when  he  suddenly  declared  his  intention  to  quit  divinity 
and  engage  in  some  business  by  which  money  might  be  made.  His 
friends  remonstrated  against  his  change  of  purpose  in  vain.  He  was  of 
a  somewhat  stubborn  temper,  and  it  is  possible  that  they  were  not 
entirely  judicious  in  the  manner  of  opposing  his  determination.  An 
old,  gray  buired  minister,  to  whom  he  was  greatly  attached,  expostu- 
lated with  him  feelingly  against  his  course,  and  finding  him  immova- 
ble, closed  his  argument  with  the  prediction,  that  "though  he  might 
make  money,  he  would  never  be  rich  " — a  predicUon  which  was  liter- 
ally fulfilled.  About  a  year  after  this  event  he  married  Miss  Ann 
Catherine  Gets,  of  Lancaster.  He  had  become  a  merchant,  and  was 
in  prosperous  business.  His  prosp^ts  at  the  time  of  his  marriage 
were  encouraging,  but  he  grew  restless,  and  in  changing  from  place  to 
place  in  a  few  years  wasted  not  only  his  own  means,  but  the  little 
patrimony  of  his  wife.  He  was  industrious,  punctual,  energetic,  but 
the  desire  of  change  operated  as  a  bar  to  success  notwithstanding  his 
good  moral  and  business  habits.  But  amid  all  his  failures  as  a  merchan  t, 
he  never  lost  sight  of  the  interests  of  his  family;  and,  although  gen- 
erally straightened  in  his  circumstances,  he  found  means  to  keep  his 
children  at  school.  Two  oi  his  sons  received  a  professional  education. 
He  was  careful  about  the  moral  training  of  his  children,  and,  always 
truthful  himself,  impressed  upon  them  early  the  sacred  duty  of  adhe- 
ring at  all  times  strictly  to  the  truth.  At  one  period  of  his  life  his 
misfortunes  rendered  him  almost  desperate,  and  it  was  feared  that  he 
would  become  a  slave  to  the  vice  by  which  so  many  men,  under  the 
pressure  of  pecuniary  disasters,  are  ruined.  But  his  strong  will,  his 
early  religious  principles,  and  the  salutary  influence  of  a  judicious 
wife  and  devoted  sons  prevailed,  and  he  died  in  the  communion  of  the 
ehurch  in  which  he  was  reared,  cheered  in  his  declining  years  by  see- 
ing his  children  prosperous  in  life,  and  two  of  his  sons  rising  to  dis- 
tinction. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Shumard,  Mr.  Peter  Oetc,  was  a  man  of  decided 
talents.  He  was  an  inventor,  of  a  mechanical  genius,  and  had  great 
fondness  for  general  science.  He  entered  the  navy  as  midshipman,  in 
1812,  at  the  opening  of  our  last  war  with  England,  and  was  with  Law- 
rence at  the  battle  of  the  Hornet  and  the  Peacock.    After  a  short 
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service  he  left  the  nary,  and  wag  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  army, 
in  which  capacity  he  seryed  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  succes- 
sively, at  dififerent  periods,  a  publisher,  an  editor,  a  bookseller,  and  an 
author,  and  when  he  died  was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Beading.  He 
claimed  to  have  invented  the  first  fire-engine  used  in  America.  At 
one  time  he  was  connected  with  the  general  €h>vernment  as  inspector 
of  arms,  and  in  some  official  capacity  made  two  or  three  voyages  to 
Europe  in  the  service  of  the  war  department.  His  daughter  inher- 
ited his  taste  for  letters,  which  he  took  pains  to  cultivate,  and  this, 
Conjoined  with  a  sound  judgment,  deep  piety  and  a  naturkl  sweetness 
of  disposition,  rendered  her  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  mothers. 
Mr.  6etE  merits  the  consideration  of  American  physicians  as  the  early 
patron  and  friend  of  Dr.  John  Eberle,  so  long  esteemed  one  of  the 
ornaments  of  our  profession.  Mr.  Eberle,  who  lived  in  the  same 
town  with  him,  had  not  the  means  to  improve  his  son's  mind  as  he 
wished.  Mr.  Gets  was  impressed  with  the  taste  for  study  and  aptitade 
to  learn  displayed  by  young  Eberle,  and  not  only  encouraged  his 
father  to  send  him  to  school,  but  assisted  him  with  the  means  of  giv- 
ing him  a  thorough  education.  He  was  not  spared  to  see  his  young 
townsman  reach,  the  eminence  which  he  ultimately  attained  as  a 
teacher  and  author,  but  he  lived  long  enough  to  see  him  rising  into 
the  highest  rank  as  a  practitioner  in  Philadelphia. 

In  1835  the  father  of  Dr.  Shumard  removed  to  Cincinnati,  and  he 
was  placed  soon  afterwards  at  Miami  University,  in  Oxford,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  three  years.  Here,  as  always  before  when  at 
school,  he  made  good  use  of  his  time.  He  was  a  diligent  student,  and 
acquired  accurate  knowledge  of  the  branches  of  study  to  which  he 
applied  himself.  His  father  removed  to  Philadelphia  before  he  was 
ready  to  take  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  he  was  sent  two  years  after- 
wards to  attend  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
After  one  winter  in  that  institution,  his  figtther  removing  to  Louisville, 
he  became  the  private  pupil  of  Prof.  Gross,  and  entered  the  Medical 
Institute  of  Louisville  in  1841.  At  the  end  of  his  second  course  in 
the  Institute  he  received  his  doctor's  degree,  to  which  he  had  fully 
entitled  himself  by  years  of  diligent  study.  In  a  large  graduatiiig 
class,  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  not  a  student  excelled  him  in  the  extent  or 
accuracy  of  his  attainments. 

That  stage  of  his  career  was  now  reached  the  most  anxious  in  the 
life  of  a  young  professional  man,  when  he  had  to  select  a  home  and 
set  up  in  his  profession  for  himself.     The  world  was  all  before  him 
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where  to  choose,  and  he  knew  that  it  was  entirely  upon  his  own  efforts 
that  he  had  henceforth  to  rely  for  the  means  to  make  himself  comfort- 
able and  independent  in  the  world.  Something  led  him  to  fix  upon 
Hodgenville,  a  small  town  in  Kentucky,  south  of  Louisville,  as  his 
place  of  abode;  and  here,  a  few  months  after  he  received  his  degree, 
he  opened  an  office  and  modestly  tendered  his  professional  services 
to  the  great  public. 

The  novitiate,  proverbially  trying  to  the  patience  of  young  pro- 
fessional men,  was,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Shumard,  more  than  usually 
tedious  and  discouraging.  With  his  manners  and  tastes  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  he  would  have  commanded  early  success  any  where.  His 
habits  were  those  of  a  scholar  brought  up  in  a  city,  and  all  his  tastes 
inclined  him  to  the  cultivation  of  science  rather  than  the  acquaintance 
of  men.  The  people  among  whom  he  settled,  though  intelligent  and 
capable  of  appreciating  professional  merit,  had  been  accustomed  to 
look  for  sociability  in  those  who  sought  their  favor.  Besides  a  native 
modesty  which  made  Dr.  Shumard  retiring,  the  love  of  natural  history 
had  become  with  him  a  passion,  and  this  tended  constantly  to  draw 
him  away  from  society  and  from  his  office.  Instead  of  seeking  prac- 
tice, he  spent  a  good  share  of  his  time  in  the  woods  and  fields  exploring 
the  geological  formations  of  his  neighborhood,  and  making  collections 
of  objects  of  natural  science.  The  people  had  no  just  conception  of 
the  dignity  of  such  employment.  They  could  not  understand  him. 
He  was  looked  upon  generally  as  eccentric,  and  by  many,  perhaps,  as 
not  in  his  right  mind.  It  was  evident  to  all  that,  at  the  least,  his 
heart  was  not  in  his  profession,  and  very  naturally  but  few  were  dis- 
posed to  seek  his  services  as  a  physician.  He  made  many  friends  in 
Hodgenville,  of  all  in  fact  who  were  brought  in  contact  with  him,  and 
was  greatly  esteemed,  especially  by  his  professional  brethren,  for  his 
high  cultivation  of  mind,  his  refinement  of  taste  and  manners,  and  his 
amiable  character;  but  his  progress  as  a  practitioner  was  so  slow  that 
in  less  than  a  year  he  determined  to  quit  the  country  and  return  to 
Louisville.  This  step  was  extremely  disheartening  to  his  father,  who 
had  experienced  in  his  own  case  the  evils  of  instability,  and  was  by 
no  means  pleased  at  the  display  of  so  decided  a  taste  for  natural  sci*- 
ence  in  his  son.  On  the  return  of  the  young  doctor  to  his  house  he 
remarked  to  a  friend,  that  he  ^' was  afraid  Benjamin  had  so  many  rocks 
in  his  head  that  there  was  no  room  left  in  it  for  medioine."  Mrs» 
Shumard,  it  is  interesting  to  remark,  was  more  hopeful  in.  regard  to> 
her  son.    She  was  not  displeased  by  his  devotion  to  gjdologioal  studio  s 
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but  enoouraged  bim  to  attempt  to  win  a  name  as  a  caltivator  of  the 
science. 

In  the  late  Prof.  Cobb,  Dr.  Shumard  met  a  congenial  spirit,  a  friend 
who  appreciated  bis  fine  powers  of  mind  and  sympathised  in  his  love  of 
the  study  of  nature,  and  who,  as  a  professional  anatomist,  was  qualified 
to  assist  him  in  analyzing  the  structure  of  the  by-gone  races  of  anijnalB 
that  once  tenanted  our  globe.  Together  they  explored  all  the  locali- 
ties so  rich  in  organic  remains  in  the  neighborhood  of  Louisville,  and 
made  collections  of  their  fossils.  In  this  way  Dr.  Shumard  was 
diverted  more  and  more  from  his  profession,  and  yet  there  were  indi- 
cations of  growth  in  his  business,  which  showed  that  he  might  suc- 
ceed as  a  practitioner  if  he  would  devote  himself  to  practice. 

In  the  summer  of  1846,  M.  Edward  de  Verneuil,  President  of  the 
Geological  Society  of  France,  in  the  course  of  a  tour  to  determine 
the  parallelism  of  the  palaeozoic  formations  of  North  America  with 
those  of  Europe,  visted  Louisville,  and  in  those  researches  was  mate- 
rially aided  by  the  knowledge  of  Dr.  Shumard,  who  had  made  the 
geology  of  Kentucky  a  special  study.  That  eminent  geologist  expres- 
sed the  greatest  delight  at  finding  in  the  Louisville  collections  fossils 
so  analogous  to  many  in  his  own  cabinet  at  home  as  to  fix  beyond 
doubt  the  equivalency  of  the  corresponding  deposits ;  and  as  a  token 
of  his  regard  for  the  young  geologist  of  Kentucky,  and  of  his  appre- 
ciation of  the  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  science,  presented 
him  with  a  copy  of  his  splendid  work  on  the  Palsoontology  of  Russia. 
Dr.  David  Dale  Owen  was  in  Louisville  at  the  same  time,  and  like  M. 
de  Yerneuil,  was  struck  with  Dr.  Shumard's  attainments,  and  the 
energy  and  zeal  with  which  he  was  prosecuting  geological  science. 
Having  on  hand  the  geological  survey  of  the  north-western  Territories, 
under  the  direction  of  Congress,  he  appointed  Dr.  Shumard  a  few 
months  afterwards  one  of  his  assistants  in  that  great  work. 

The  large  volumes,  issued  successively  by  Congress,  containing 
reports  on  the  geology  of  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  rank  among 
the  great  scientfic  productions  of  our  country;  and  the  contributions  by 
Dr.  Shumard  impart  to  them  a  large  share  of  their  value.  Daring 
the  winter  of  1846-7,  he  worked  with  Dr.  Owen  in  his  laboratory,  at 
New  Harmony,  analysing  minerals  and  soils,  and  preparing  his  report 
for  the  press.  In  the  spring  of  1847,  before  taking  the  field  again, 
he  prepared,  in  conjunction  with  the  writer,  a  paper  which  appeared 
in  tlk  October  number  of  the  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  jSkt- 
gery^  under  the  title  of  "Contributions  to  the  Geology  of  Kentucky." 
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This  memoir,  which,  it  is  but  jast  to  Bay,  owes  its  chief  scientific 
interest  to  his  pen,  attracted  unusnal  attention  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
was  complimented  by  many  European  geologists.  It  was  pronounced 
by  the  best  critics  a  real  contribution  to  geological  science,  and  is  still 
referred  to  by  all  writers  who  have  occasion  to  notice  the  organic 
remains  of  Kentucky.  Its  claims  to  the  consideration  of  medical  men 
rest  upon  the  connection  which  is  shown  in  it  to  exist  between  certain 
geological  formations  and  particular  diseases. 

He  continued  to  labor  in  the  survey  of  the  Territories,  under  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  until  1850,  when  he  made  a  voyage  to 
Oregon  with  Dr.  John  Evans,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  geological 
reconnoissance  of  that  Territory.  The  work  occupied  him  eighteen 
months,  and  the  palieontological  report  of  the  survey  was  written  by  him. 
He  returned  to  Louisville  in  1852;  and  on  the  18th  of  November,  in  that 
year,  married  Miss  £.  M.  Allen,  a  lady  whose  love  of  science,  domestic 
virtues  and  fine  literary  accomplishments  heightened  the  usefulness  as 
well  as  the  charm  of  his  subsequent  life.  For  nearly  a  year  after  his 
return  from  Oregon,  he  was  employed  on  the  palaeontology  of  the  Red 
River  Exploration,  which  had  just  been  completed  by  hii  brother,  the 
late  Dr.  Greorge  G.  Shumard,  in  connection  with  Oapt.  R.  B.  Marcy. 
He  was  equally  at  home  in  the  field  making  surveys  and  determining 
the  relative  ages  of  formations,  and  in  his  study  writing  reports  and 
authenticating  the  genera  and  species  of  fossils;  and  his  powers  of 
observation,  his  patience  and  accuracy  rendered  his  researches  emi- 
nently trustworthy.  His  communications  bore  unmistakable  evidence 
of  learning  and  fidelity,  and  were  always  accepted  as  from  the  hand 
of  a  master. 

In  1853  he  was  invited  by  Prof  Swallow  to  take  the  position  of 
Assistant  Geologist  and  Palaeontologist  in  the  Missouri  Geological 
Survey,  and  that  year  removed  to  St.  Louis.  It  was  in  a  subordinate 
station  still  that  he  was  destined  to  exert  his  great  faculties  and  employ 
the  large  stores  of  his  knowledge.  From  the  time  of  his  first  employ- 
ment on  a  geological  survey,  he  was  qualified  for  the  foremost  position ; 
but  though  his  qualifications  were  recognized  by  men  of  science 
everywhere,  they  had  been  hitherto  overlooked  by  those  who  held  the 
power  of  appointing  to  office.  As  assistant  he  labored  five  years  in 
the  geological  survey  of  Missouri,  when,  at  last,  he  received  an  appoint- 
ment worthy  of  his  reputation.  In  1858  he  was  invited  by  Governor 
Runnels,  of  Texas,  to  make  a  geological  survey  of  that  State.  The 
compliment  was  hardly  more  gratifying  to  Dr.  Shumard  than  to  his 
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friends,  who  had  beoome  impatient  at  seeing  him  so  long  kept  in  the 
back  ground.  They  felt  that  now,  for  the  first  time,  he  was  in  a  sitn- 
ation  to  receive  fall  credit  for  his  labors. 

He  entered  upon  the  great  work  with  enthusiasm  and  in  the  ezpec- 
tation  of  being  able  to  prosecute  it  to  its  completion.  For  two  years 
he  pursued  it  industriously,  and  had  progressed  so  far  in  it  as  to  make 
a  reconnoissance  of  almost  the  entire  eastern  and  middle  portions  of 
the  State;  and  the  specimens  collected  during  the  surrey  were 
arranged  preparatory  to  writing  his  report,  when  Gen.  Houston,  who 
had  just  been  elected  OoTcrnor,  removed  him  from  office  to  make 
room  for  one  of  his  political  supporters.  In  the  course  of  his  explo- 
ration, Dr.  Shumard  had  made  interesting  discoveries.  The  geological 
deposits  of  Texas  were  ascertained  to  be  the  most  complete  of  any 
series  elsewhere  known  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  ranging 
from  the  most  ancient  strata  up  to  the  latest  tertiary  formations.  If  the 
survey  had  been  completed,  there  can  not  be  a  doubt  that  it  would 
have  presented  results  of  immense  value  to  the  State,  and  of  great 
interest  to  the  scientific  world.  As  it  is,  Dr.  Shumard  indicated  the 
wealth  of  the  field  which  remains  to  be  developed  by  future  explorers. 
His  friends  had  great  hopes  that  he  might  be  recalled  to  the  work, 
and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  would  have  been  reinstated  in 
office  if  the  survey  had  gone  on.  But  a  short  time  after  its  interrup- 
tion the  war  unfortunately  broke  out  and  put  an  end  to  geological 
surveys  in  our  country  for  the  time.  He  returned  with  his  family  to 
St.  Louis,  but  still  indulging  hopes  that  he  should  soon  be  able  to 
resume  his  geological  labors.  He  could  not  persuade  himself  that  war 
would  be  waged  between  the  States ;  but  as  it  went  on,  month  after 
month,  he  at  last  turned  reluctantly  away  from  his  darling  schemes. 
Geology  no  longer  promised  him  employment,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  return  to  medicine  for  the  means  of  supporting  his  young  family. 
It  was  in  March,  1861 ,  that  he  removed  to  St.  Louis  from  Austin,  and 
after  waiting  for  a  few  months  in  vain  for  the  return  of  peace,  he 
opened  an  offiee. 

^'For  two  or  three  years,"  says  a  Ariend  in  a  letter  written  to  me 
since  his  death,  "it  was  a  pretty  hard  straggle  with  him,  but  success 
at  last  crowned  his  efforts.  He  was  always  the  industrious,  hard-work- 
ing student  you  knew  him  years  ago,  with  the  same  determination  to 
succeed.  Few  persons  seemed  to  suspect  that  under  his  suavity  of 
manner  and  gentleness  of  character  he  bore  so  strong  a  will.  If  he 
determined  to  do  a  thing,  it  was  done  in  spite  of  all  opposition. 
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Haviog  once  decided  in  his  own  mind  that  a  principle  was  correct, 
he  adhered  to  it  at  all  hazards."         '^ 

In  a  letter  to  me,  written  some  time  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
referring  to  the  same  matter,  he  said :  "  You  haTe  learned  that  I  haTO, 
in  a  measure,  abandoned  geology;  and,  much  to  yonr  surprise,  no 
doubt,  resumed  the  practice  of  physic,  after  being  out  of  the  pro- 
fession well  nigh  fifteen  years.  I  was  driven  to  it  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  as  geology  was  then  pretty  well  'played  out.'  I  had  to 
practice  medicine  or  starve,  and  of  covrse  did  not  hesitate  long  which 
alternative  to  choose.  I  have  been  eminently  snceessful  in  the  end, 
and  my  practice  is  becoming  quite  lucrative.  The  strangest  part  of 
the  matter  is  that  I  have  become  almost  as  much  in  love  with  medi- 
cine as  I  once  was  with  geology." 

He  was  elected  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the  University  of  Mis- 
souri in  the  autumn  of  1866,  and  lectured  acceptably  in  that  school 
two  winters.  "My  professorship,"  he  remarked  in  the  letter  referred 
to,  '*  yields  me  something,  and  I  am  rather  fond  of  lecturing."  Be- 
fore the  beginning  of  another  term  he  had  a  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs, 
which  proved  to  be  the  precursor  of  phthisis.  He  was  in  too  enfeebled 
a  condition  to  attempt  to  lecture,  as  he  had  hoped  to  do,  and  was 
obliged  to  have  the  course  delivered  by  a  medical  friend.  His  health 
had  been  evidently  declining  for  several  months,  but  he  attributed  his 
failing  strength  to  bronchitis.-  From  the  middle  of  January  last  until 
he  died  he  declined  rapidly,  and  in  March,  by  the  advice  of  his  med- 
ical attendant,  leil;  home  to  try  the  effects  of  a  milder  climate.  He 
took  passage  on  the  ill-fated  steamer  Euth,  for  New  Orleans.  The 
boat  was  burned  on  the  Mississippi  above  Yioksburg,  and  he  suffered 
much  from  the  excitement  and  from  exposure  to  cold.  An  attack  of 
pneumonia  Was  the  consequence.  He  returned  immediately  home, 
and  died  in  the  bosom  of  his  family  on  the  14th  of  April,  in  the  forty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age. 

At  the  time  of  Dr.  Shumard's  death,  he  was  President  of  the  St. 
Louis  Academy  of  Science.  He  was  also  a  corresponding  member  of 
the  Oeological  Society  of  London,  of  the  Geological  Society  of 
France,  of  the  Imperial  Geological  Society  of  VieDna,  of  the  Imperial 
Oeological  Society  of  Hermstadt,  of  the  Academies  of  Science  of 
Philadelphia,  California,  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  and  of  many  others. 
By  all  the  Societies  at  home  his  death  was  noticed  at  the  time,  and 
resolutions  were  passed  honorable  to  his  memory.  It  was  declared  in 
one  of  those  adopted  in  the  Academy  of  Science  of  St.  Louis,  ^Hhat 


746  WE8TBBN  JOUBNAL  OF  KIOICINE. 

the  Academj  luw  been  deprived  of  an  ornament  of  which  it  has  no 
equal,  and  of  a  leader  and  fellow-laborer  that  it  can  scarely  hope  to 
replace ;  that  his  name  has  been  an  honor  to  ns  for  which  no  distinc- 
tion that  we  bave  been  able  to  confer  upon  him  could  be  deemed  an 
equiyalent."  By  a  member  of  the  St  Louis  Medical  Society  it  was 
justly  remarked  that  few  men  of  his  age  in  our  country,  '^had  received 
so  many  and  such  honorable  testimonials  of  their  scieatifie  acquire- 
ments, and  yet  so  marked  was  his  modesty  that  few,  even  among  his 
most  intimate  friends,  knew  how  highly  he  had  been  honored." 

Few  writers  more  industrious  than  Dr.  Shumard  have  appeared 
among  the  geologists  of  our  country.  In  the  Transactions  of  one 
scientific  body  alone,  the  Academy  of  Science  of  St.  Louis,  he  pub- 
lished, in  eleven  years,  the  following  papers : 

1.  Deecription  of  New  Foflsil  Crinoidea,  from  the  Pakeosoic  Bocka  of  the 
Western  and  Southern  portions  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Discovery  of  the  Permian  Formation  in  New  Mexico. 

3.  Description  of  New  FoBsile  from  the  Tertiaxy  Formation  of  Oregon  and 
Washington  Territories^  and  the  Cretaoeoos  formation  of  Vancouver's  Island, 
collected  by  Dr.  Evans. 

4.  Descriptions  of  New  Species  of  Blastoidea,  from  the  Pleozoic  Bocks  of 
the  Western  States,  with  some  Observations  on  the  Stmctare  of  the  Sammit  of 
the  Genus  Pentremitee. 

6.  Table  of  Genera  and  Species  of  the  Family  of  Blastoidea,  firand  in  the 
Western  and  Southern  pordons  of  the  United  States. 

6.  Notice  of  New  Fossils  from  the  Permian  Strata  of  New  Mezioo  and 
Texas,  Collected  by  Dr.  G.  G.  Shumard. 

7.  Notice  of  Fossils  from  the  Permian  Strata  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico, 
obtained  by  the  United  States  Expedition  under  Capt.  John  Pope  for  boring 
Artesian  Wells,  with  Descriptions  of  New  Species  from  those  Strata  and  the 
Coal  Measures  of  that  Begion. 

8.  Observations  on  the  Geology  of  St  Genevieve:  being  an  Extract  from 
the  Beport  made  to  the  MiBsouri  Geological  Survey  in  1859. 

9.  Observations  upon  the  Cretaceous  Strata  of  Texas. 

10.  Descriptions  of  New  Cretaceous  Fossils  from  Texas. 

11.  Notice  of  Meteoric  Iron  from  Texas! 

12.  Descriptions  of  a  few  New  Species  of  Gasteropoda  from  the  Coal  Meas- 
ures, and  a  BrachioxK)d  from  the  Potsdam  Sandstone  of  Texas. 

13.  New  Fossils  from  the  Primordial  Zone  of  Wisconsin  and  MisBOuri. 

14.  Descriptions  of  New  Palseoioic  Fossils. 

15.  Dicotyledonous  Leaves  in  Cretaceous  Strata  of  Texas, 

16.  Vertical  Section  of  Silurian  Strata. 

17.  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Scientific  Labors  of  Dr.  John  Evans. 

18.  Notice  of  a  (supposed)  Meteorite. 

19.  On  Oil  Springs  in  Missonri. 
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20.  A  Chronological  List  of  Works  on  the  F^nozoic  Echinodermata  of 
North  America. 

Catalogoe  of  North  American  PalaMxoic  Echinodermata. 

Table  of  (Genera  and  Species  of  Echinodermata  in  the  Oeological  Forma- 
tions of  North  America. 

Before  entering  apon  this  series  of  publications,  and  in  addition 
to  the  other  memoirs  already  noticed,  he  had  pablished  in  conjunction 
with  Prof.  D.  D.  Owen,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Science^  of  Philadelphia,  in  1850,  a  description  of  fifteen  new  Species 
of  Crinoidea  from  the  Subcarboniferons  Limestone  of  Iowa,  collected 
daring  the  United  States'  Geological  Survey  of  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota,  in  the  years  1848  and  1849. 

In  the  same  journal  he  pablished  the  following  year,  a  description, 
with  Prof.  Owen,  of  Seven  New  Species  of  Crinoidea  from  the  Subcar- 
boniferous  Limestone  of  Iowa  and  Illinois.  Conjointly  with  the  same 
author,  he  wrote  a  Eeport  on  the  Number  and  Distribution  of  Fossil 
Species  in  the  Palffiozoic  Rocks  of  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota, 
which  was  read  before  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  at  its  Fifth  annual  meeting,  and  published  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  1851.  In  1852  he  contributed  to  the  Report  of  the  Explora- 
tion of  the  Red  River  in  Louisiana,  under  the  direction  of  Captains 
R.  B.  Marcy  and  Geo.  B.  McClellan.  In  the  same  year,  conjointly 
with  Prof.  Owen,  he  published  in  the  Report  of  the  Geological  Survey 
of  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  Descriptions  of  Ooe  New  Genus, 
and  Twenty- two  New  Species  of  Crinoidea  from  the  Subcarboniferous 
Limestone  of  Iowa.  In  1855  he  contributed  to  the  Second  Annual 
Report  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Missouri,  a  Description  of  New 
Species  of  Organic  Remains.  The  year  succeeding  there  appeared  in 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia, 
a  notice  by  him  of  a  New  Fossil  Genus,  belonging  to  the  Family  Blas- 
toidea,  from  the  Devonian  Strata,  near  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

He  had  now  acquired  such  fame  as  a  practical  geologist,  that  his  ser- 
vices were  frequently  sought  for  by  companies  and  private  individuals 
owning  mineral  lands,  and  he  made  numerous  surveys,  of  which  the 
reports  show  his  sound  judgment  as  well  as  his  varied  scientific  attain- 
ments. Among  these  is  a  report,  which  appeared  in  1865,  on  the  Mineral 
Lands  of  Missouri,  owned  by  H.  W.  Woodruff,  Esq.;  one,  published 
in  1867,  on  the  Enloe  Mining  Property  of  Allen  P.  Richardson,  Esq., 
in  Crawford  county.  Mo.;  a  second,  issued  the  same  year,  on  the  Min- 
eral Lands  belonging  to  R.  H.  Melton,  Esq.,  in  Benton  and  Hickory 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


748  WB8TEBN  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE. 

counties,  Mo.;   and  a  third  on  the  Old  Mines  Property  of  William 
Long,  Esq.,  whicli  was  also  published  in  1867, 

These  last  reports  were  prepared  afler  he  had  resumed  the  practice 
of  physic,  and  in  the  midst  of  laborious  professional  duties..  He  had 
learned  so  well  how  to  utilize  those  intervals  of  leisure  which  occur 
almost  daily  in  the  practice  of  the  busiest  physicians,  that  he  was  able 
to  write  these  elaborate  papers  without  seriously  missing  the  time  con- 
sumed in  their  preparation.  Many  of  his  memoirs  are  loDg  and 
involyed  a  vast  amount  of  labor  and  research.  Each  one  was  a  sub- 
stantial contribution  to  the  science  of  his  country.  He  was  an  acute 
as  well  as  patient  observer,  and  with  his  activity  in  the  field,  and  bis 
quick  eye  to  detect  any  variety  in  the  form  or  structure  of  objects 
around  him,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  he  ever  passed  a  week  while 
devoting  himself  actively  to  geological  pursuits  without  discovering  t 
new  species  among  the  extinct  organisms  imbedded  in  our  rocks,  or 
some  fact  in  their  anatomy  of  interest  to  palseontologists.  His  labors 
have  attracted  the  attention  of  geologists  in  all  countries.  The  high 
estimation  in  which  they  are  held  is  attested  by  the  constant  referen- 
ces to  them  in  all  the  late  works  that  relate  to  the  geology  of  North 
America.  Of  these  almost  all  make  mention  of  some  of  his  numerous 
publications.  By  nearly  every  writer  who  has  described  any  of  the 
fossil  families  belonging  to  our  ancient  deposits,  his  name  has  been 
connected  with  a  new  species.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the 
shells,  corals  and  crinoids  that  bear  the  name  of  Shumard,  which  thus 
will  be  rendered  familiar  to  the  future  students  of  palaeontology,  and 
show  to  coming  ages  how  high  was  the  regard  cherished  for  him  bj 
contemporary  men  of  science. 

.  I  could  hardly  trust  myself  if  in  this  sketch  I  had  felt  called  upon  to 
write  a  eulogy  on  Dr.  Shumard ;  nor  shall  I  here  attempt  any  elaborate 
analysis  of  his  character.  Enough,  perhaps,  has  been  written  to  afford 
the  reader,  if  a  stranger  to  him,  some  just  idea  of  his  moral  worth,  as 
well  as  of  the  versatility  of  his  talents,  his  energy,  industry,  and  pro- 
found attainments.  He  was  distinguished  for  those  qualities  of  mind 
and  temper  that  seem  almost  always  to  be  found  in  the  true  Natural- 
ist— simplicity  of  manners,  modesty,  gentleness,  refinement  of  taste, 
enthusiasm,  and  an  ardent  love  of  nature.  When  to  these  are  added  high 
intellectual  endowments,  refined  and  exalted  by  mental  and  religious 
training,  unselfishness,  and  perfect  moral  integrity,  we  have  presented 
to  us  a  character  the  most  pleasing  to  be  met  with  in  all  the  walks  of 
society.     And  such,  I  am  sure,  would  be  the  testimony  of  all  who  knew 

.,y,u..uuy  Google 


BIOQRAPBT  OF  BK.  WILLIAM  C.  WILLARD.  748  ' 

him,  was  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  Among  the  many  good  and  true 
men  with  whom  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  intimately  associated 
in  life,  no  name  reviyes  in  my  mind  recollections  more  agreeable  than 
his ;  hardly  one  recalls  a  disposition  so  artless,  gentle,  genial,  amiable,  or 
a  character  so  faultless.  It  is  doubtful  whether  he  has  left  an  enemy 
behind  him  in  the  world  or  ever  made  one  in  his  life.  Having  been 
first  diverted  from  medicine  by  his  love  of  geology,  and  then  been 
forced  to  resume  the  practice  of  physic  as  a  means  of  making  a  living, 
he  proved  his  ability  to  excel  in  both  professions;  for  he  had  already 
become  popular  as  a  physician,  and  was  gaining  reputation  as  a  teacher 
when  overtaken  by  his  untimely  disease.  To  those  scientific  acquisi- 
tions which  raised  him  to  such  distinction,  he  was  most  fortunate  in 
adding  that  which  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  in  his  last  moments,  declared 
to  be,  in  his  estimation,  the  most  deservable  of  all  human  posses- 
sions— a  firm  religious  faith.  This,  which  shaped  and  regulated  his 
early  life  and  gave  symmetry  to  his  character  in  manhood,  sustained 
him  when  sickness  came  to  arrest  him  in  his  mid-career  and  cast  a 
shadow  over  all  his  earthly  prospects.  He  bore  up  cheerfully  under 
his  wasting  disease,  and  labored  on  at  his  profession  and  upon  his 
geological  reports  until  too  feeble  to  work  any  longer,  glowing  to  the 
last  with  the  love  of  science  and  the  domestic  affections. 

Dr.  Shumard  was  a  member  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  St.  Louis,  the  gifted  pastor  of  which.  Dr.  James  H.  Brooks, 
had  been  for  many  years  his  warm  personal  friend.  He  leaves  a  wife 
and  two  daughters,  one  nine  and  the  other  four  years  old.  His  remains 
rest  in  the  Bellefontaine  Cemetery. 


DEATH  AND  BURIAL  OF  DR.  WILLIAM  C.  WILLARD. 


PROCEEDINaS  OF  THE  DELAWARE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Society  held  a  special  meeting  pursuant  to  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent.  Besides  the  regular  members  present,  there  were  in  attendance 
also,  by  general  invitation  to  medical  men.  Dr.  Samuel  P.  Anthony 
a  retired  practitioner  and  the  oldest  physician  in  Delaware  county, 
and  Dr.  J.  A.  Compton,  a  homoeopathist. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order.     He  then  arose,  and 
read  the  following  address : 
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Oentlxmsn  of  the  Socikty  :  We  are  now  assembled  for  the  sol- 
emn  purpose  of  coosidering  the  death  of  a  fellow  member,  and  in 
order  that  we  may  go  hence  in  a  body  to  attend  his  funeral.  With 
our  own  hands  we  will  bear  his  remains  to  their  final  resting  place. 

Vir  probtu  medendi  periiu$ — an  honest  man  skilled  in  medicine  1 
This  is  the  definition  which  Bouillaud  gaye  of  a  true  physician,  and 
this  is  the  full  measure  of  praise  which  justice,  as  well  as  custom, 
requires  that  we  should  accord  to  the  memory  of  William  C.  Willard. 
For  seven  years  I  have  been  acquainted  with  that  noble  man,  and  if 
under  oath  I  were  required  to  write  his  epitaph,  I  would  do  it  briefly 
in  the  words  GMielmw  Chapin  Willard  vir  probtts  medendi  peritrnt. 
But  here  are  members  of  the  profession  who  have  known  our  departed 
brother — not  for  seven,  but  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Can  they  not 
confirm  my  testimony  as  to  his  godly  honesty  and  superior  medical 
skill?  Vir  prohus  medendi peritu$  is  their  response :  and  from  all  this 
society,  and,  I  doubt  not,  from  this  whole  community,  as  from  one 
man,  will  be  echoed  the  words,  an  honest  man  skiUed  in  medicine. 

William  C  Willard  entered  the  junior  class  of  Dartmouth  Coll^ 
in  1827,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  in  1831,  he  received  from  that 
institution  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  His  name  was  Uins  early 
enrolled  with  some  of  the  most  honorable  in  the  land.  The  great  states- 
man, Daniel  Webster,  and  the  great  surgeon,  Reuben  D.  Musaey,  were 
then  two  of  the  many  distinguished  alumni  of  the  famous  old  ooll^ 
at  Hanover. 

But  not  long  after  the  completion  of  his  preliminary  education,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine.  Mua- 
sey,  then  professor  of  anatomy  and  physiology  in  the  Medical  Schools 
of  Dartmouth,  was  his  first  preceptor.  Under  the  private  and  public 
tutorage  of  this  great  surgeon  and  good  man  young  Willard  continued 
two  years,  and  during  that  time  attended  also  several  courses  of  lec- 
tures delivered  by  the  professors  in  the  "Medical  House"  at  Hanover. 
Here,  no  doubt,  he  gave  special  attention  to  the  sciences  of  which  his 
private  preceptor  was  the  public  teacher,  and  here  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  excellent  medical  education. 

The  young  doctor  now  left  Hanover,  and  returned  to  Charleston, 
the  village  of  his  birth.  Here  he  immediately  became  the  pnpil,  and 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Samuel  Webber,  a  practitioner  '^remarkable," 
as  I  am  informed,  ''for  his  superior  skill  in  the  diagnosis  and  prognosis 
of  diseases."  ''  He  isagreatphyncian,'^  says  Bigelow,  ^^toho  abaveother 
men  understands  diagnosis"    In  this  we  all  concur ;  and  I  may  therefore 
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ventare  to  say  that  Br.  Willard's  last  preceptor  was  a  great  phj« 
sioian,  even  as  his  first  was  a  great  surgeon.  With  Webber  the  Doctor 
remained  three  years.  He  then  came  westward,  and  in  1836  located 
in  the  village  of  Munoietown,  now  the  city  of  Muocie.  Here  he  con* 
tinned  to  sojourn  till  Saturday  last,  when  death  suddenly  introduced 
him  to  a  higher  life. 

Dr.  William  C.  Willard  never  labored  for  a  fortune,  but  with  only 
a  competency  he  seemed  content.  He  practiced  medicine,  '*  not  as  a 
trade,"  to  be  pursued  solely  for  the  purpose  of  amassing  wealth,  but  as 
a  noble  profession,  to  be  followed  more  especially  for  the  good  it  might 
confer  on  others — ^for  the  preservation  of  health  and  the  cure  of  dis- 
ease. Notwithstanding  he  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  extensive 
and  laborious  practice,  he  has  nevertheless  died  a  poor  man.  Great 
indeed  must  have  been  the  elemosynary  services  which  Dr.  Willard  ren- 
dered in  this  community  1  But  now  he  has  gone  to  the  great  and  glori- 
ous reward  of  a  true  physician — ^the  vast  incorruptible  treasures  which 
he  laid  up  for  himself  in  Heaven. 

The  committee  on  resolutions,  previously  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, consisting  of  Drs.  Helm,  Winton,  Kemper  and  Andrews,  was 
now  called  upon  to  report,  and  through  the  Secretary,  presented  the 
following : 

Whkbeas,  It  has  pleased  Almight  God  to  remove  from  among  us  ,Dr.  Wil- 
liam C.  Willud,  an  old  and  honorable  member  of  oor*'profeMion;  Therefore, 

lUsolved,  That  bj  the  death  of  Dr.  William  G.  Willard,  the  profesrion  has 
lost  a  member  whose  skill  and  experience  entitled  him  to  our  regard  and  reepectf 
whose  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  commanded  oar  affection,  and  whose  hon- 
esty and  integrity  as  a  pjhsician  gave  him  a  desirably  high  rank  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

Besohfedy  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Willard  society  has  lost  a  usefal  dtisen, 
and  his  family  a  kind  and  affectionate  husband  and  &ther. 

Reaolvedy  That  we  deeply  sympathise  with  the  £uui]y  and  friends  of  the 
deceased  in  their  distressing  bereavement,  that  we  tender  them  onr  sincere  and 
unaffected  condolence,  and  commend  them  to  the  Allwise  Creator,  who  is  ever 
ready  to  soothe  the  bereaved  heart. 

Retolvedy  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  ihmished  the  fkmily  of  the 
deceased,  The  Munde  TiiM9^  We&tem  Jtmmal  tf  MidMne  and  Cincinnati  Loneet 
and  Obeerver, 

The  report  of  the  oommitte  was  usanimously  adopted,  and  there- 
fore, on  motion,  the  Society  adjourned,  to  reassemble  at  the  late  reai* 
dence  of  Dr.  Willard,  and  to  bear  his  body  to  the  grave. 

Henbt  C.  Winanb,  JPruident. 

W.  J.  Akdrews,  Secretary. 
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Philadelpkia,  Novshbeb  15,  1869. 

Tfa«  fall  sesBicns  of  the  preliminarj  coaroes  of  the  JeffenoA 
Medical  College  and  of  the  Uniyersity,  have  been  completed,  and  the 
regular  winter  seBBions  have  commenced. 

The  introdnctorj  lectures  were  deliyered  at  each  iuBtitntion  on  the 
12th  ult.,  and  aB  UBoal  on  these  occasions,  large  audiences  of  graduates 
and  under-graduates  were  aBsemblcd  to  hear  the  discoursea  deliyercd 
by  the  respective  lecturers.  These  inaugural  orations  assume  a  good 
deal  of  importance,  and  are  subjects  of  some  concern  to  the  officers  of 
the  institutions,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  candidate  for  medical 
instruction  frequently  postpones  a  choice  of  schools  until  his  arrival 
in  the  city,  when  he  desires  to  inform  himself,  by  an  inspection  of 
the  museums,  the  anatomical  amphitheatres,  the  lecture  rooms,  the 
hospitals,  and  by  a  glance  at  the  pertonnel  of  the  learned  professors, 
of  their  respective  advantages.  After  this  careful  examination,  he 
awaits  the  delivery  of  the  intarodoctory  address,  which,  not  uafre- 
quently,  conirms  the  impressions  already  formed,  and  the  important 
question  is  decided. 

Prof.  Joseph  Pancoast,  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  and  Prof. 
R.  E.  Rogers,  of  the  University,  made  the  addresses  of  welcome  this 
year,  and  the  well-known  reputation  of  each  of  these  gentlemen,  as 
graceful  writers  and  polished  speakers,  attracted  larger  audienoes  than 
usual. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  re^opening  of  the  Southern  schools, 
and  the  inauguration  of  new  ones  in  the  West  and  South-west,  the 
number  of  students  in  attendance  has  not  declined,  but,  as  we  ure 
informed,  has  increased,  so  that  the  classes  are  larger  than  they  have 
been  at  any  time  since  the  war.  In  one  (the  Jefferson)  the  class  num- 
bers four  hundred,  and  contains  a  large  proportion  of  Southern  and 
Western  students.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  our  city  still 
maintains  its  time-honored  reputation  as  the  center  of  medical  instruc- 
tion  in  our  country,  to  which  students  are  attracted  from  all  parts, 
despite  the  active  eompetition  existing  on  all  sides. 
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Dr.  John  H.  Brintoo,  Lecturer  on  Operatire  Surgery  in  the  sum- 
mer school  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  holds  this  year  the  Mftt- 
ler  Lectureship  on  Surgical  Pathology  at  the  College  of  Physicians, 
and  is  now  deliyectng  hefore  the  College  a  very  interesting  and  instruct- 
ive course  of  lectures  on  the  subject  of  Gunshot  Injuries.  During 
the  late  war  Dr.  B.  occupied  the  position  of  surgeon  of  volunteers, 
and  was  attached,  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  time,  to  the  staff 
of  the  General  commanding  the  armiesC.  His  experience  in  the  field 
was,  therefore,  ample,  and  enables  him  to  speak  with  authority  upon 
the  subject  of  gunshot  injuries  and  their  effects  on  the  soldier  perform- 
ing duty  in  the  different  parts  of  the  country.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  officer  in  charge  of  the  army  anatom- 
ical museum  at  Washington,  where  he  enjoyed  increased  facilities  for 
the  examination  of  specimens  illustrating  Uie  effects  of  gunshot  lesions. 
The  following  synopsis  of  the  course  will  furnish  some  idea  of  the 
way  in  which  the  subject  is  treated. : 

Fire  Arms  and  Projectiles — ^Theory  of  Fire — General  Phenomena 
attendant  upon  Ball- Wounds — Death — Ratios  of  Casualties  in  Bat- 
tle—  Local  Effects  of  Ball -Wounds — General  Prognosis — Gunshot 
Injuries  of  Bones — Gunshot  Injuries  of  Joints — Gunshot  Injuries  of 
Chest. 

Under  the  head  of  Fire- Arms  and  Projectiles,  he  gave  an  interest- 
ing account  of  the  invention  and  use  of  arms  and  projectiles,  ancient 
and  modern — ^the  improvements  made  in  their  construction  up  to  the 
present  day,  and  the  kinds  employed  during  the  late  war.  He  proved, 
by  reference  to  official  documents  and  by  his  own  experience,  that  the 
explosive  bullet  was  but  rarely  used,  and  then  not  for  the  purpose,  as 
frequently  averred,  of  disabling  troops,  but  rather  with  the  design  of 
exploding  caissons  and  destroying  ordnance  stores :  the  fragments  so 
frequently  found  in  wounds,  and  designated  as  portions  of  the  explo- 
sive ball  by  surgeons,  were,  in  truth,  parts  belonging  to  the  English 
conoidal  bullets  which  were  principally  used  by  the  Southern  troops. 

The  oircumsti^nces  modii^ing  General  Prognosis  he  illustrated  by 
reference  to  camjpliigns — that  of  (General  Grant  up  the  Cumberland  and 
Tennessee  rivers,  afforded  him  a  typical  illustration  of  the  combined 
influence  of  three  causes  modifying  in  a  marked  manner  the  general 
prognosis.  Rendesvousing  in  the  autumn  at  Cairo,  the  troops  became 
saturated  with  malarial  poison — at  the  seige  of  Fort  Donaldson, 
deprived,  by  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables, 
scorbutus  made  its  appearance.     Transferred  from  Fort  Donaldson  up 
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the  TeonesBee  river  in  crowded  traDsports  to  Pittobnrgh  Landing, 
ochlesis  was  developed.  Thus,  the  prognoeis  in  cases  of  wounds 
received  at  this  period,  was  extremely  unfavorable,  and  was  distincUj 
modified  by  the  combined  influence  of  the  caoses  alluded  to.  Numer- 
ous drawings  and  diagrams,  varieties  of  arms  and  projectiles,  and  spe- 
cimens from  the  museum  of  the  College,  and  the  Doctor*s  private  col- 
lection, assist  him  in  presenting  his  subject  in  a  clear  and  instmctive 
manner. 

An  interesting  case  of  surgical  injury,  in  whioh  transftision  of 
blood  was  successfully  employed  by  Dr.  Thomas  G-.  Morton,  one  of 
the  surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  has  been  recently  under 
treatment  in  the  surgical  wards  of  the  hospital.  The  patient,  a  young 
man  possessing  a  hemorrhagic  diathesis,  was  wounded  ten  days  pre- 
vious to  admission,  by  falling  on  the  fragments  of  a  pitcher  which  he 
had  been  carrying  in  his  hands,  one  of  the  fragments  being  forced  up 
between  the  tissues  covering  the  left  superior  maxilla,  having  entered 
on  the  inner  surface  of  the  upper  lip.  The  efforts  made  to  control 
the  hemorrhage,  which  resulted  by  means  of  styptics  and  pressure, 
having  failed,  and  the  patient  becoming  much  exhausted  by  the  large 
loss  of  blood,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  remove  him  to  the  hospital. 
On  admission.  Dr.  Morton  endeavored  to  occlude  the  bleeding  vessel 
by  acu-pressure,  using  for  that  purpose  a  long  hair-lip  pin,  which  was 
introduced  on  the  right  side,  and  carried  beneath  the  base  of  the  nose, 
emerging  some  distance  on  the  other  side.  This  being  ineffectual, 
both  fascial  arteries  were  acu-pressed  as  they  pass  over  the  border  of 
the  inferior  maxilla.  The  hemorrhage  still  continued,  notwithstand- 
ing the  application  of  pressure  to  these  arteries,  and  the  left  common 
carotid  artery  was  ligated.  The  ligation  of  this  artery  was  successful 
in  controlling  the  hemorrhage,  though  the  patient  was  by  this  time  in 
such  a  state  of  extreme  exhaustion  that  death  was  imminent,  and  Dr. 
M.  decided  to  try  the  effect  of  transfusion  of  blood.  Two  medical 
students  furnished  the  blood  that  was  required,  which,  after  being 
strained  and  placed  in  a  vessel  surrounded  by  water  at  a  temperature 
of  otut  hundred  degrees,  so  as  to  prevent  coagulation,  was  injected  by 
means  of  a  large  hypodermic  syringe  (2  ounce)  into  the  medeaii  bas- 
ilic veins  of  each  arm.  In  this  manner  eleven  ounces  of  blood  were 
infused,  the  good  effects  of  whioh  were  experienoed  in  five  minutes  by 
a  rallying  of  the  pulse,  and  other  indications  of  beginning  re-aotion. 
No  more  hemorrhage  occurred,  and  the  patient  rapidly  recovered. 

In  this  connection  it  will  be  interesting  to  note  that  transfuMon 
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was  first  praetieed  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  althoagh 
its  use  in  Bngland  and  on  the  continent  generally  dates  from  the  mid- 
dle of  this  century.  The  first  operations  were^on  animals,  and  the  first 
instance  of  its  performance  on  man,  if  we  except  that  described  by 
Lebrarius,  was  in  Paris,  by  Denys  and  Ennuerez,  in  1666.  In  this, 
and  in  subsequent  cases,  the  blood  of  animals  was  employed,  but  owing 
to  the  discovery  of  the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  blood  cor- 
puscles of  animals  and  of  the  human  subject,  the  transfusion  in  later 
times  were  from  one  individual  to  another  of  the  same  speceies. 

Dr.  Blnndell,  the  eminent  accoucheur  of  England,  has  showed  the 
value  of  this  operation  in  obstetrical  practice,  by  means  of  which 
many  lives  are  saved  in  cases  of  exhaustion  from  hemorrhage.  Prof. 
Landors,  of  Oreiswald,  has  tabulated  ninety-nine  cases  in  which  trans- 
fusion was  performed  on  account  of  hemorrhage,  with  the  following 
results :  In  eleven  case  there  was,  from  the  first,  no  hopes  of  success — 
in  twenty  the  operation  failed — in  three  the  result  was  doubtful,  and 
in  sixty-five,  or  nearly  three-fourths,  it  was  successful.  Such  results 
should  commend  the  operation  to  practitioners,  and  should  induce  its 
employment  in  all  cases  where  death  from  hemorrhage  is  imminent. 
The  operation  is  sufficiently  simple,  care  being  taken  to  avoid  the 
introduction  of  air  into  the  vein.  A  case  has  been  recently  on  trial 
in  one  of  our  courts,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  establish  a 
charge  of  mal-practice  against  Dr.  Addinell  Hewson,  one  of  the  sur- 
geons of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  for  the  employment  of  the  dry- 
clay  as  a  surgical  dressing.  The  patient  was  admitted  into  the  surgical 
wards  under  the  care  of  Dr.  H.,  for  severe  injuries  sustained  by  the 
explosion  of  a  coal  oil  lamp  thrown  at  him  with  evil  intent  by  the 
prisoner  on  trial,  a  young  man  of  nineteen.  Dr.  H.  testified  that  the 
patient,  on  admission,  was  suffering  from  severe  burns  of  the  whole 
face,  chest  and  upper  extremeties;  part  of  the  burn  was  superficial, 
but  the  greater  portion  of  it  was  a  deep  burn,  such  as  is  constantly 
seen  in  accidents  resulting  from  coal  oil  explosions.  Death  occurred 
on  the  sixteenth  day  after  admission,  from  tetanus.  In  a  long  cross- 
examination  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  earth  treatment,  Dr.  H. 
stated  that  the  object  in  this  case  was  to  exclude  the  air,  but  other 
than  this  he  was  unable  to  tell  the  effect — ^that  the  pressure  of  the 
dressing  did  not  affect  the  tissues  beneath — ^that  the  tendency  of  the 
earth- dressing  in  a  case  of  this  kind  is  to  assist  nature — the  first  four 
days  the  dry-earth  was  used,  after  that  it  was  discontinued  on  the 
face,  but  kept  on  the  arm,  and  then  resumed  on  the  seventh  day  on 
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the  face,  at  the  earnest  wish  of  the  patient.  On  the  sixth  day  water- 
dressings,  with  glycerine  and  carholic  acid,  were  resorted  to,  and  mag- 
gots began  to  appear  in  consequence  of  the  flies,  resulting  from  painting 
the  shatters  of  the  ward. 

In  opening  the  case  for  the  defense,  the  counsel  stated  that  it 
would  be  shown  that  the  only  effect  of  the  earth  was  to  exclude  the 
air — in  all  other  respects  it  was  a  negative  dressing,  and  therefore  did 
positive  harm — ^that  the  disinfectant  qualities  of  the  dry  earth  were 
entirely  lost  when  it  becomes  saturated  with  fluids — ^that  the  use  of 
the  earth  in  this  case  led  to  the  presence  of  the  maggots,  and  that  ia 
removing  them  by  a  stream  of  water,  the  system  of  the  patient  sus- 
tained a  severe  shock,  and  tetanus  was  produced.  The  principal  wit- 
ness for  the  defense,  by  whom  the  above  points  were  to  be  established, 
was  one  of  the  resident  physicians  on  duty  in  the  surgical  wards  under 
Dr.  Hewson,  who  testified  that  his  experience  as  a  medical  practitiooer 
(a  graduate  of  a  few  years'  standing)  led  him  to  believe  that  the  clay 
did  no  good  in  any  instance.  After  the  testimony  of  the  resident 
physician,  and  of  other  physicians,  who  testified  that  they  did  not 
know  enough  of  the  earth-treatment  to  express  an  opinion,  the  charge 
of  mal-practice  was  abandoned,  and  it  was  agreed  to  leave  the  case 
wit  the  jury,  with  recommendation  for  a  verdict  of  guilty  of  volan- 
tary  manslaughter.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with 
this  recommendation,  and  the  Judge,  in  passing  the  sentence,  stated 
that  he  felt  called  upon  to  remark  that  nothing  developed  on  the  trial 
had  in  the  least  tended  to  show  that  death  resulted  from  the  medical 
treatment. 

We  have  received  from  Prof.  Rand,  Dean  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College  Faculty,  a  catalogue  of  graduates  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  from  its  organisation  in  1826.  Of  the  five  thousand,  six  hun- 
dred fifty-one  students  graduated  during  this  period,  one  thousand, 
six  hundred  and  eighty-two  were  from  Pennsylvania;  Virginia,  nine 
hundred  and  forty-two;  Georgia,  two  hundred  and  eighty;  Kentucky, 
two  hundred  and  forty-five ;  North  Carolina,  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight;  Ohio,  two  hundred  and  five;  New  Jersey,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-three ;  New  York,  one  hundred  and  eghty-two ;  Tennessee,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two;  Alabama,  one  hundred  and  seventy;  Mis- 
sissippi, one  hundred  and  fifty-one ;  Maryland,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine;  South  Carolina,  one  hundred  and  tiiirty;  Missouri,  one  hundred 
and  six;  Indiana,  ninety-nine,  and  a  varying  number  from  the  other 
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States.  The  East  Indies,  Hungary,  Turkey,  Switzerland,  New  Found- 
land,  Costa  Rica,  St.  Cruz,  Wales,  Sweden,  Corsca,  Mexico  and  Nica- 
ragua are  each  represented  by  one,  while  England,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
France,  Barbadoes,  South  America,  Germany  and  Cuba  contributed 
from  two  to  eleven  each.  The  list  contains  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished names  in  the  profession,  men  who  are  eminent  as  teachers  and 
practitioners.  One  of  the  oldest  graduates  of  the  college  is  Prof. 
Mears  of  the  Indiana  Medical  College,  who  was  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1827.     Prof.  Gross  graduated  in  1828. 

On  the  20th  ult.  a  special  meeting  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
was  held  to  hear  Prof.  Gross*  memoir  of  the  late  Prof.  Robley  Dun 
glison.  The  subject  was  treated  in  the  easy  and  graceful  style  so  char- 
acteristic of  the  distinguished  memoirist,  and  the  memoir  was  a  perfect 
portraiture  of  the  character  and  achievments  of  his  late  illustrious  col- 
league. As  an  evidence  of  the  amount  of  literary  work  performed  by 
Prof.  Bunglison,  and  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  his  writings 
were  held,  Prof.  Gross  stated  that  up  to  the  period  of  his  death,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  volumes  of  his  various  books  had  been 
issued  from  the  press.  Notwithstanding  the  time  and  labor  required 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  many  self-imposed  duties,  he  always  had 
time  to  receive  those  who  called  upon  him,  and  so  well  regulated  were 
all  his  movements  that  he  never  appeared  to  be  in  a  hurry.  Distin- 
guished for  his  bonhomie  and  generous  hospitality,  he  enjoyed  to  the 
fullest  extent  the  pleasures  of  social  intercourse,  and  often  terminated 
a  hard  day's  work  with  a  party  of  friends  at  the  opera  or  theater. 

The  woman-question,  in  its  medical  aspect,  has  been  very  vigor- 
ously discussed  in  our  public  journals  during  the  past  ten  days.  The 
immediate  occasion  of  its  prominence  at  this  time  was  the  reception  ten- 
dered t«  a  number  of  "lady  students  of  medicine"  who,  in  accordance 
with  a'  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital, granting  them  the  freedom  of  the  Hospital,  attended  the  med- 
ical and  surgical  clinics  on  the  6th  inst.  It  appears  that  this  resolu- 
tion of  the  Board  was  adopted  without  paying  the  medical  staff  the 
compliment  of  consulting  it  in  reference  to  the  expediency  of  intro- 
ducing mixed  classes  at  the  clinics.  Daring  the  progress  of  the  clinics 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  hilarity  prevailing,  which  a  member  of  the 
Board,  who  was  present,  attempted,  with  a  mistaken  idea  of  his  duty, 
to  repress.  At  the  termination  of  the  clinics,  and  as  the  "lady  stu- 
dents of  medicine  "  were  departing,  some  of  the  male  students  indulged 
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in  what  one  of  the  papers  characterised  as  unmanly  conduct — *^  behav- 
ing in  a  boisterous  and  unfeeling  manner" — ^^ saluting  them  with 
taunts  and  jeers,  mock  applause  and  real  hisses."  Each  daj  some  of 
the  public  journals  contained  articles  inveighing  against  the  male  stu- 
dents as  a  class  for  the  bad  behavior  of  a  few.  Feeling  themselves 
harshly  treated,  and  recognizing  the  fact  that  if  mixed  classes  were 
permitted  at  the  clinics,  they  would  not  derive  the  full  benefit  of  the 
instruction  for  which  they  had  paid,  the  students  of  the  University 
and  Jeflferson  College  held  meetings,  and  determined  that  they  would 
remain  away.  Subsequently  the  matter  was  transferred  to  the  Facul- 
ties of  the  respective  colleges,  who  had  a  joint  conference,  the  result 
of  which  was  the  preparation  of  a  strong  protest,  to  be  signed  by  the 
Faculties  of  the  University  and  Jeflferson  College,  the  members  of  the 
Hospital  staffs,  and  by  the  profession  at  large,  against  the  introduction 
of  mixed  classes  at  the  clinics.  This  document,  duly  signed,  will  be 
presented  to  the  boards  of  managers  of  the  various  hospitals  on  the 
the  22d  inst.,  and  no  doubt  will  be  effective  .in  deciding  the  question. 
Prof.  Boeck,  the  distinguished  Syphelographer  of  Norway,  spent  a 
few  days  in  our  city  last  month.  He  had  the  opportunity  of  making 
the  acquaintance  of  our  prominent  medical  men  at  a  handsome  recep- 
tion tendered  him  by  Prof.  Gross.  J.  E.  M. 


Madison,  November  4, 1869. 

Editor  Western  Journal  of  Medicine — Ikar  Sir:  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  when  so  much  energy  is  being  displayed  in  developing  the 
natural  resources  of  our  hoosier  State,  for  the  benefit  of  the  mechanic 
arts,  I  feel  disposed  to  communicate  the  results  of  an  invesUgatioD  of 
one  of  nature's  gifts  to  our  own  divine  art — the  mineral  waters  of 
French  Lick. 

Since  the  earliest  settlement  of  Indiana,  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, these  waters  have  been  known  to  possess  rather  remarkable 
chemical  and  medicinal  qualities;  but  until  lately  their  constitution  has 
been  only  cursorily  examined,  and  consequently  their  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease  has  necessarily  been  of  an  empirical  sort.  The  large 
number  of  invalids  annually  resorting  thither  apply  them  as  a  panacea 
for  all  ills.  This,  in  some  cases,  has  resulted  in  no  good,  and  in  some 
even  detriment. 
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In  August  I  visited  French  Lick,  and  subsequently  made  a  careful 
quantitative  analysis  of  the  principal  waters. 

It  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  valley,  tributary  to  that  of  Lost  River, 
about  the  centre  of  Orange  county,  ten  milea  from  Paoli  and  eighteen 
from  Orleans,  on  the  New  Albany  &  Chicago  Railroad. 

The  low  hills  bordering  the  western  side  of  this  valley  are  com- 
posed of  ferruginous  sandstone,  and  the  upper  limestones  of  the  sub- 
carboniferous  strata  of  this  district.  From  their  base  flow  a  large 
number  of  springs,  more  or  less  impregnated  with  mineral  matter. 
Half  a  mile  from  the  French  Lick  Hotel,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Cracken,  is  a  delightful,  pure  chalybeate  spring.  Most  of  the  other 
sources  in  the  valley  afford  sulphur  waters.  Near  the  hotel  are  the 
remarkable  sulphur  springs  which  have  made  the  valley  so  noted. 
There  are  more  than  a  dozen  of  these,  but  all  seem  to  be  derived  from 
three  parent  springs,  which  are  situated  within  an  area  of  half  an  acre, 
but  which  exhibit  a  considerable  difference  in  constitution. 

The  most  important  of  these — Pluto's  Well — as  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  name  it,  is  remarkable  for  the  production  of  a  large  vol- 
ume of  the  itrongeit  sulphur  water  in  the  world.  Its  constitution  is  as 
follows : 

In  a  wine-gallon — 

rmSK  OABKS.  CUBIC  IMCHK8 

SidphwreUed  hydrogen !85,06 

Oarbonicacid 15.00 

BALTB.  OBAIKi. 

Chloride  of  aodium 140.54 

Chloride  of  calcium 5.35 

Sulphate  of  lime 60.59 

Sulphate  of  magnesia 18.12 

Sulphate  of  soda : 22.37 

Carbonate  of  lime 6.92 

Carbonate  of  magnesia 1.59 

Carbonate  of  iron  with  alumina,  a  trace. 

Loss 54 

Total  of  salts 256.00 

No  springs  on  this  continent,  as  yet  analyzed,  afford  more  than  a 
fourth  part  of  the  quantity  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  found  in  this 
source,  and  very  few  in  any  part  of  the  world  approach  it  in  this  par- 
ticular. The  famous  Sulphur  Springs  of  the'^^Old  Dominion"  con- 
tain only  from  two  to  six  cubic  inches  in  the  gallon. 
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Presents  the  following  constitation.     In  a  wine -gallon  — 

nZR  OiJM.  CUBIC  I9CBI8. 

Sulphuretted  hydrogen^ ^  17.000 

Carbonic  acid 10.116 


•ALTS. 

Sulphate  of  lime 141.000 

Sulphate  of  soda 36.730 

Sulphate  of  magnesia «  29.330 

Chloride  of  sodium 90.920 

Chloride  of  potassium 6.010 

Chloride  of  magnesium 8.040 

Carbonate  of  lime 20.280 

Carbonate  of  magnesia 4iOO 

Carbonate  of  soda «  10.527 

Carbonate  of  iron,  with  alumina 2.500 

Silica 1.700 

Loss «    1.473 

Total  of  salts 352.000 

This  spring  contains  more  saline  matter  than  the  first,  and  a  large 
amount  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

The  last  of  the  three  sources  at  the  base  of  the  hill  is  very  strongly 
saline,  but  contains  much  less  sulphuretted  hydrogen — its  solid  ingre- 
dients consisting  of  chlorides,  sulphates  and  carbonates  of  lime,  mag- 
nesia, soda,  &o.,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  iron,  amount  to  fooi 
hundred  and  twenty  grains  to  the  gallon. 

The  smaller  springs,  derived  from  these,  have  about  the  same  con- 
stitution. 

All  these  waters  have  about  the  same  medicinal  effect.  They  are 
alterative  and  tonic  when  moderately  used.  In  large  quantities,  tbey 
are  powerful  hydra^ogue  eliminators,  acting  upon  the  bowels,  kidneys 
and  skin,  without,  however,  producing  the  irritating  effect  which  this 
class  of  agents  usually  induces  when  prepared  in  a  pharmacy  less  per- 
fect than  that  of  Nature.  They  are  especially  adapted  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  dyspepsia,  constipation,  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  various  mucous  surfaces,  scrofula,  rheumatism,  all 
specific  diseases,  and,  in  fine,  may  be  beneficially  used  in  all  chronic 
affections  where  an  alterative  and  tonic  effect  is  desired.  Moreorer^ 
the  relaxation  and  recreations  afforded  here  are  important  adjuncts 
wbich  the  broken  down  denizens  of  the  busy  city  will  highly  appre- 
ciate. Yours,  &o.,  Joseph  G.  Rooibs. 
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PARIS:  SENATOR  NELATON  AND  THE  MICR0SC0PI8TS. 


A  few  days  ago  Figard,  one  of  the  well  known  literary  jour- 
nals of  tbiB  city,  issued  a  sort  of  album-number  (numSro-aUmm),  con- 
taining sbort  notes  from  several  scientific  and  literary  celebrities,  wbich 
had  been  specially  contributed  to  the  number.  Amongst  these  are  a 
few  lines  from  M.  Nelaton;  and  as  they  have  been  much  commented 
upon,  and  haye  already  drawn  forth  a  protest  from  a  distinguished 
Parisian  surgeon,  I  am  sure  you  will  take  some  interest  in  perusing 
them.  M.  Nelaton  was  desirous,  it  would  seem,  to  manifest  his  opin- 
ion in  favor  of  the  high  value  of  clinical  surgery  in  face  of  the  grow- 
ing pretensions  of  microscopical  and  chemical  researches,  and  thus 
expressed  his  thought  in  the  pages  of  Le  Figaro: 

"I  am  happy  to  see  the  rising  generation  refofte  to  follow  those  &^ae  ap^ar- 
ances  of  exact  and  profoand  science  borrowed  almost  exclusively  from  micro- 
scopical research,  and  attach  itself  to  the  study  of  surgery,  based  upon  the  great 
indications  famished  by  clinical  observation.  I(  is  because  thejr  drew  their 
inspirations  from  these  principles  that  the  great  masters  of  the  beginning  of  this 
century,  and  especially  i>apu^ren,  the  most  glorious  amon^  them,  have  given 
to  the  French  school  that  legitimate  renown  which  it  still  enjoys  throughout  the 
whole  world." 

As  might  have  been  expected,  these  two  short  passages  have  crea- 
ted quite  a  sensation  among  that  portion  of  surgical  workers  which 
they  seemingly  attacked,  and  have  already  met  with  a  sharp  retort  of 
protestation  from  the  pen  of  professor  Yerneuil,  of  the  Paris  Faculty. 
The  blame  thus  laid  upon  microscopical  investigators  by  so  high  an 
authority  as  Nelaton,  and  published  in  so  widely  circulated  a  journal, 
has  stung  M.  Yerneuil  to  the  quick ;  in  the  name  of  the  injured  parties 
he  vindicates  the  value  and  importance  of  the  microscope.  The  arti- 
cle appeared  last  week  in  the  columns  of  the  Gazette  Hehdomadaire, 
After  having  stated  what  great  results  the  microscope  has  afforded  in 
the  hands  of  such  men  as  Robin,  Broca,  Lebert,  Davaine,  Yirchow, 
Kolliker,  and  others,  and  after  having  mentioned  that  it  had  now  be- 
come the  indispensable  complement  of  anatomical  research  in  the  dead- 
room,  throwing  a  brillant  light  on  the  origin,  the  evolution,  and  the 
transformation  of  those  innumerable  lesions  which  destroy  man,  M. 
Yerneuil  asks  M.  Nelaton  whether  he  believes  that  all  surgical  science 
may  be  acqired  in  the  wards  of  an  hospital.  If  not,  and  if,  on  the 
contrary,  he  (M.  Nelaton)  admits  the  assistance  of  the  accessory 
sciences,  if  he  make  use  of  chemical  agents  and  of  physiacl  instru- 
ments, if  he  practises  vivisections,  if  he  utilizes  statistics,  if  he  consults 
J.  L.  Petit,  Scarpa,  Langenbech,  and  Syme,  why  should  he  disdain  the 
microscope?    ^'For  if  it  is  good  to  prognosticate  stone  by  the  aid  of  ft 
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souDd,  polypi  with  the  laryngoscope,  and  amanroBis  with  the  ophthalmo- 
scope, paralysis  hy  means  of  an  electric  machine,  diahetes  with  potash, 
why  reject  the  lens  for  recognizing  leucocythsemia  or  spermatorrhoea?" 

Further  on  M.  Yerneail  says  that,  far  from  agreeing  with  M.  Nela- 
ton  on  the  present  tendencies  of  the  French  surgical  school,  he  takes 
quite  a  different  view  of  the  matter.  *^In  approaching  the  difficulties 
of  clinical  study,  the  living  generation  arms  itself  at  the  outset  with 
all  the  resources  which  are  generally  lent  hy  the  sister  sciences;  it 
holds  out  its  hand  to  the  ancients  and  the  moderns,  to  the  English, 
the  Germans,  and  the  Italians,  in  order  to  borrow  facte  and  ideas;  it 
divides  its  time  between  the  laboratory  and  the  dissecting  room,  the 
library  and  the  hospital ;  in  a  word,  it  renounces  no  source  of  instruc- 
tion, being  neither  so  senseless  nor  so  vain  as  to  repudiate  whatever 
may  render  science  more  complete,  and  practice  more  efficacious." 

M.  Yerneuil  has  a  curious  remark  with  regard  to  the  mention  of 
Dupuytren's  name  in  Nelaton's  article : — '^  If  the  article  is  written  bat 
with  the  object  of  celebrating  Dnpuytren,  it  was  really  not  worth  the 
while.  Enough  has  been  said,  I  think,  of  that  ambitious  despot,  who 
obtained  fame,  wealth,  and  honors,  but  has  not  deserved  that  trae 
glory  reserved,  thanks  be  to  God,  to  true  savanU.'^  This  opioioo, 
coming  from  a  French  surgeon,  will  surprise  not  a  few  of  my  "readers. 

feuch  is  a  rapid  sketch  of  M.  Verneuirs  article,  which  has  been  the 
medical  morceau  of  the  week.  I  need  not  say  that  it  is  interspersed 
with  home  thrusts  at  the  Senator- s  address.  A  somewhat  inviJtoas 
view  of  Nelaton's  contribution  to  the  Figaro  has  been  taken  by  some; 
and  amongst  other  things  it  has  been  said  that  the  mention  of  Dupuy- 
tren'i  name  is  a  covert  comparison  conceived  in  view  of  the  publie. 
But  surely  the  celebrated  surgeon — I  mean  Nelaton — was  fully  justi- 
fied in  upholding  an  opinion  which  is  rapidly  gaining  ground — ^to-wit, 
that  the  engrossing  study  of  infinitely  small  details,  though  having,  of 
course,  its  importance,  has  thrown  clinical  observation  rather  into  the 
shade,  and  that  "the  great  lines  of  clinical  surgery"  are  not  cultivated 
with  that  peculiar  care  which  they  deserve.  For  my  own  part,  I 
believe  the  above  remark  is  especially  applicable  to  this  place.  The 
practical  study  of  surgery  is  much  neglected  here.  The  want  of  this 
necessary  culture  is  observed  even  among  the  rising  surgeons  in  the 
Paris  hospitals;  and  I  could,  if  I  wished,  back  up  this  assertion  bj 
the  relation  of  certain  facts  which  have  occurred  only  during  the  past 
fortnight. — Paris  Correspondence  of  London  Lancet,  Oct.  ^,  1869. 


The  ladies  may  now  be  at  rest.  One  British  University  will  take 
them  in  and  make  female  physicians  of  them.  The  Council  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburg  has  refused  to  be  less  gallant  than  the  UniFersity 
Court,  even  with  the  lead  of  the  irrepressible  Dr.  Phin  and  Dr.  Andrew 
Wood.  Prof.  Masson  and  Dr.  Bennett  led  the  pro-lady  party  of  the 
Council;  the  former  maintaining  that  *Hhe  sphere  of  women"  had  not 
yet  been  fully  developed  or  defined ;  the  latter  arguing  that  if  Edin* 
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burg  did  not  admit  lady  students,  thej  would  have  to  go  all  the  way 
to  Paris.  We  shall  not  oppose  this  decision  of  the  University,  though 
in  neither  the  speech  of  Professor  Masson  nor  that  of  Professor  Ben'- 
nett  do  we  see  any  very  powerful  arguments  for  women  hecoming  phy- 
sicians. The  responsibility,  however,  now  rests  with  themselves.  The 
legal  way  is  open,  and  it  is  for  themselves  now  to  consider  whether 
Medicine  is  a  womanly  calling.  There  should  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing about  one  or  two  points.  First,  that  if  ladies  are  to  enter  a  sphere 
so  difficult  and  to  them  somewhat  delicate,  there  can  be  no  plausible 
reason  for  excluding  them  from  any  other  sphere.  Professor  Masson 
must  reconcile  himself  to  fair  professors  of  Belles  Lettres,  that  may 
prove  serious  competitors  with  the  present  male  monopolists  of  Rhet- 
oric ;  and  Professor  Bennett  may  find  some  day  the  Institutes  of  Medi- 
cine very  freely  re-arranged  by  the  ladies  whom  he  is  so  politely  intro- 
ducing to  the  study  of  medicine.  If  ladies  may  be  physicians,  then 
they  may  be  anything.  This  may  he  all  right;  but  if  so,  then  woman 
must  not  be  considered,  as  hitherto,  the  complement  of  man,  but  as 
his  competitor.  How  this  will  relieve  our  social  and  economical  diffi- 
culties or  add  to  the  pleasantness  of  the  position  of  woman  is  not  very 
clear  to  us.  If  women  would  show  their  complete  equality  with  men, 
let  them  emigrate  as  freely  as  men  are  doing,  and  give  grace  and  com- 
fort to  the  life  of  their  fellow-countrymen  who  have  to  go  abroad,  not 
because  they  like  it,  but  because  there  is  not  room  for  them  at  home, 
and  colonization  is  the  destiny  of  Britons.  Let  them  give  themselves 
to  the  womanly  science  of  making  home-life  easy  and  practicable  and 
pleasant  to  men. 

The  action  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  does  not  remove  the 
difficulty.  It  only  shifts  it.  All  the  objections  to  women  entering 
the  medical  profession  remain,  and  have  now  to  be  considered  by  ladies 
themselves.  The  process  of  medical  education  can  not  be  a  very  nice 
one  for  young  ladies  under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  and  with 
classes  apart,  as,  we  understand,  is  to  be  the  arrangement  in  Edin- 
burgh. It  is  inconceivable  that  lady  students  should  pass  through  a 
course  of  medical  study  in  a  large  medical  school  without  some  harm 
to  that  delicacy  of  feeling  which  has  hitherto  been  one  of  the  most 
exquisite  charms  of  the  female  character.  And  the  duties  of  the 
actual  practice  of  Medicine  are  still  less  congruous  with  womanly 
strength  or  feeling,  or  any  other  female  quality.  We  presume  that 
lady  practitioners  will  have  to  be  unmarried.  No  married  gentleman 
worthy  of  his  situation  would  like  his  wife  to  be  a  practitioner.  And 
yet  how  unfit  seems  a  young  unmarried  lady  for  the  duties  of  medical 
practice. 

Supposing  all  these  objections  to  women  entering  the  profession  of 
medicine  answered,  there  remains  another — Will  they  be  acceptable  to 
the  public  as  medical  advisers?  This  seems  very  doubtful.  It  is 
said  they  are  adapted  for  practice  among  women  and  children.  We 
must  say  that  we  know  of  no  demand  among  women  generally  for  lady 
medical  advisers.  There  are  a  few  ladies  just  now  who  seem  to  think 
of  nothing  else  than  the  magnification  of  their  sex,  and  who  propose 
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to  revolutionize  society  in  prosecution  of  this  idea.  But  they  do  not 
represent  the  general  feeling  of  women.  And  as  far  as  our  observa- 
tion goes,  it  tends  to  show  that  lady  practitioners  will  not  be  very 
acceptable  as  physicians  even  to  their  own  sex.  Something  is  to  be 
said  for  allotting  to  them  the  department  of  midwifery;  bnt  even 
here,  we  believe,  medical  men  would  be  preferred,  and  it  is  a  laborioiu 
branch  of  practice  that  would  be  a  hard  means  of  livelihood  for  a 
delicate  unmarried  girl.  She  would  doubtless  simply  come  to  a  friendly 
arrangement  about  night-calls  with  the  nearest  medical  bachelor,  and 
a  partnership  would  soon  be  arranged.  Altogether,  we  would  advise 
ladies  to  think  twice  before  they  enter  the  medical  profession. — Lon- 
don Lancet,  Nov.  6,  1869, 


EDITORIAL  AND  MEDICAL  NEWS. 


The  Fourth  Volume  of  the  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  is  com- 
pleted with  this  issue. 

The  first  number  of  the  Fifth  Volume  will  be  in  the  hands  of  onr 
readers  in  a  few  days.  As  will  be  seen  by  a  notice  which  appears  in 
this  issue  from  the  Publishers,  some  important  changes  have  been 
made.  In  the  first  place,  the  Jbwrwai  will  be  edited  by  Prof.  David  W. 
Tandell  and  the  present  Editor.  Dr.  Yandell's  name  is  familiar  to  the 
American  profession ;  the  son  of  an  eminent  teacher — a  teacher  wbo  is 
also  one  of  the  best  writers  Medicine  ever  had,  and  whose  valuable  con- 
tributions have  enriched  the  pages  of  the  Journal  during  a  few  months 
past — worthy  son  of  such  a  sire,  he  has  the  intellect,  the  culture  and 
the  large  experience  which  would  be  invaluable  in  the  editorial  con- 
duct of  any  medical  periodical  in  the  world. 

In  the  next  phice,  all  relating  to  the  publication  of  the  Journal 
passes  into  the  hands  of  that  eminent  publishing  house,  John  P.  Mor- 
ton &  Co.,  of  Louisville.  What  a  load  of  anxiety  and  care  is  lifted 
from  us  by  this  arrangement,  no  one  who  has  not  been  placed  in  simi- 
lar circumstances  can  conceive. 

Then  the  Journal  will  be  devoted  to  Therapeutic^  making  it  the 
representative  of  American  Medicine  in  this  regard,  as  the  Practi- 
tioner, so  ably  conducted  by  Dr.  Anstie,  is  of  British  Medicine.  We 
believe  it  will  meet  the  wants  of  our  busy  practitioners  to  a  degree 
that  no  other  journal  in  the  United  States  does — that  it  can  be  made 
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ft  necessity  to  tbe  great  mass  of  intelligent  and  industrious  pliyBicians« 
The  times,  so  rich  in  hurrying  progress,  demand  such  a  journal. 

Again:  The  Journal  will  be  put  on  the  cash  basis.  The  January 
number  will  be  sent  to  all  old  subscribers,  but  those  who  do  not  remit 
their  subscriptions  will  receive  no  other  numbers.  We  have  lost  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  by  crediting;  we  ate  quite  willing  to  take  fifty  per 
cent,  for  some  three  thousand  dollars  of  accounts,  if  any  one  is  anz^ 
ious  to  make  a  speculation!  Even  were  that  per  centage  paid,  we 
would  still  count  our  loss  in  four  years  at  three  thousand  dollars. 

These  pecuniary  losses  make  part  of  the  dark  side  of  the  picture 
of  our  quadrennial  labor.  And  darker  still  the  purposed  annoyances, 
the  iugratitude,  and  downright  meanness  of  a  few  medical  men  whose 
names  we  are  half  tempted  to  hold  up  for  the  contempt  of  honorable 
gentlemen  in  the  profession. 

But  we  pass  these  false  friends  of  Medicine  by,  hoping  to  have  grace 
to  forgive  them  for  intentional  and  causeless  injuries,  and  knowing  that 
Time,  and  Truth  working  therein,  will  ultimately  silence  the  slanders  of 
coarse  ignorance  and  malevolent  ingratitude. 

But  there  is  a  brighter  side.  Two  years  and  a  half  ago  the  Jouf 
nal  had  but  about  three  hundred  subscribers ;  it  now  has  more  than  a 
thousand.  It  ranks  among  its  friends  some  of  the  be^  and  some  of 
the  most  celebrated  names  in  the  American  profession ;  many  of  the 
contributors,  especially  in  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  are  among 
the  ablest  medical  men ;  its  contributions  we  frequently  find  repub- 
lished in  American  and  in  foreign  journals;  it  has  become  a  perma« 
nency  in  the  periodical  medical  literature  of  the  country.  Kind  let- 
ters of  encouragement  from  men  whose  good  opinions  we  value  highly, 
have  cheered  us  in  the  midst  of  labors  that  have  been  by  no  means 
trifling ;  even  warm  personal  friendships  have  grown  out  of  our  edito- 
rial position. 

While  we  arrogate  no  great  success,  we  have  faithfully  tried  to  do 
our  duty;  as  truth  and  right  seemed  to  us,  so  we  spoke  and  acted, 
though  more  than  once  urged  to  live  for  policy,  to  enlist  the  favor  of 
this  indifferent  one,  or  silence  the  tongue  of  that  malevolent,  by 
praising  them  for  work  they  had  not  done  but  might  do,  for  abilities 
they  had  not  shown  but  might  show,  all  of  which  kindly-meant  advice 
seemed  to  us  like  the  interrogations  that  follow:  *' Stranger,  does 
your  brother  like  butter-milk?"  "I  have  got  no  brother."  "But  if 
you  had  a  brother,  would  he  like  butter-milk?"  Policy  may  do  for 
those  who  have  no  convictions,  who  float  along   upon  a  current  of 
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expediency,  and  whose  opinions  change  oftener  than  the  moon,  so  as  to 
suit  the  views  of  erery  one  with  whom  they  may  be  thrown ;  hut  such 
a  life  is  grovelling  in  the  dirt  with  a  muck-rake,  careless  of  the  golden 
crown  which  awaits  manly,  up-looking,  up-striving  endeavor.  TempO' 
rary  success  may  reward  the  arts  of  a  policy- man,  but  there  can  be  no 
true  greatness,  no  real  growth,  without  personal  integrity  and  consci- 
entious devotion  to  the  Right^  and  such  devotion,  in  the  face  of  opposi- 
tion, if  it  need  be,  not  because  of  any  incidental  or  possible  reward, 
but  because  it  is  right.  There  is  a  higher  court  than  a  little,  ephemeral 
prejudiced  coterie  or  clique  to  judge  every  man,  and  that  is  the 
judgment  of  the  wisest  and  best,  who  do  not  live  in  the  fogs  of  local 
prejudice  and  misrepresentation.  There  is  a  higher  court  than  either 
that  will  one  day  pass  upon  the  lives  of  each  one  of  us:  for  these 
broader,  juster,  and  more  enduring  judgments  let  each  one  fit  himself, 
working  out  his  salvation  unto  these  ends,  and  not  for  any  perishing 
purposes  and  plans  of  the  hour. 

And  now,  with  the  kindest  wishes  for  the  happiness  of  our  readers, 
happiness  here  and  hereafter,  and  with  heartiest  thanks  to  our  many 
friends  for  their  encouragement  and  for  their  contributions,  we  be- 
speak their  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Journal  under  its  new  auspices: 
we  know  that  it  will  be  eminently  worthy  any  efforts  they  may  make, 
either  in  writing  or  procuring  subscribers. 

The  American  Practitioner — eormerly  "Western  JoirMAi 
OP  Medicine" — a  Monthly  journal  op  Medicine  and  Suboebt— 

TO  BE   ISSUED  JANUARY    1,   1870,    AT   LOUISVILLE,    Ky. — EDITED  BY 

David  W.  Yandell,  M.  D.,  and  Theophilus  Parvin,  M.  D.— Terms, 
Three  Dollars  a  Year,  invariably  in  Advance. 

It  is  intended  that  the  Practitioner  shall  be  a  first  class  journal. 

It  will  be  devoted  exclusively  to  practical  medicine  and  Sur- 
gery. 

It  will  contain  contributions  from  the  leading  medical  writers  of 
the  country. 

Its  selections  will  be  made  from  original  copies. 

Its  reviews  will  aim  to  extract  the  practical  parts  of  such  works  as 
are  noticed. 

The  aim  of  the  editors  mil  be  to  conduct  the  journal  in  the  exela- 
sive  interest  of  the  busy  practitioner. 

The  publishers  will  issue  it  in  the  very  highest  style  of  the  typo- 
graphical art. 
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TLey  haye  a  list  of  YES  thousand  phyBioians  living  in  the  West 
and  South. 

As  an  advertising  medinm  it  will  be  uneqnaled  by  any  medical 
periodical  in  the  United  States. 

9^  Letters,  communications^  etc.,  should  be  addressed  to  the  pub- 
lishers, John  P.  Morton  &  Co., 

We  AB2  in  receipt  of  the  Washington  ChnmicU^  December  10th, 
containing  an  able  communication  on  the  proposed  murder  of  Dr.  Paul 
Schocppe  by  judicial  authority  on  the  22d  inst.  Dr.  S.  is  a  German,  a 
graduate  of  lleidleberg,  and  has  been  practicing  his  profession  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.,  where  his  father  resided  for  many  years,  and  had  charge  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation  there.  A  Miss  Steiunieke,  of  Baltimore,  a 
maiden  lady  sixty-five  years  of  age,  visited  Carlise  in  the  summer  of 
1868,  suffered  from  some  indisposition,  and  was  under  Dr.  S.'s  profes- 
sional care.  A  warm  friendship  sprang  up  between  them,  and  upon  her 
return  to  Baltimore,  they  corresponded;  he  was  poor,  she  wealthy, 
and  she  advanced  money  to  the  Doctor  to  assist  him.  In  the  fall  she 
visited  Carlisle  again,  remaining  till  her  death,  which  took  place  on 
the  25th  of  January  last,  she  having  been  taken  seriously  ill  on  the 
day  previous.  She  left  her  property  to  Dr.  S.  A  po$t-inortem  examin- 
ation, made  most  carelessly,  thirteen  days  after  death,  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  chemist,  who  received  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
his  investigation,  that  he  thought  he  found  ^^  faint  traces  of  pmssic 
acid,"  were  the  chief  ostensible  causes  of  indictment  and  conviction. 
Says  this  contributor  to  the  Chronicle^  whom  we  recognize  as  an  emi- 
nent member  of  the  profession  and  a  personal  friend : 

"The  indictment  against  the  Doctor  chai^ged  him  with  willfuUj  taking  the 
life  of  Miss  Steinnicke  by  the  administration  of  poison;  and,  although  not  one 
iota  of  evidence,  from  beginning  to  end,  went  to  sustain  this  allegation,  yet  the 
jurj  found  him  guilty  of  murder  as  indicted." 

The  medical  press  of  the  country  is,  we  believe,  unanimous  in  its 
denunciation  of  this  verdict  and  the  proposed  execution. 

Bearing  upon  this  case  we  publish  the  following  extracts,  the 
first  from  the  Medical  Gazette  of  December  4th,  and  the  second  from 
the  New  York  Times: 

"The  Case  op  Db.  Schoefpe. — The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  face 
of  the  unanimous  protest  of  leading  medical  societies — ^in  the  face  of  the  very 
testimony  given  at  the  trial — ^has  signed  the  death  warrant  of  Dr.  Paul  Schoeppe. 
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This  ezenone  of  the  unrestrained  prerogatiTe  of  dispensing  life  or  death  may 
gmti^  his  Saccellency's  sense  of  the  supremacy  of  his  official  position ;  but  we 
heg  to  assure  him  that,  as  far  ns  any  medtco-legal  evidence  in  the  case  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  eyery  probability  that  in  directing  the  execution  of  Dr.  Schoeppe^ 
he  is  ordering  the  murder  of  an  innocent  man." 

**  Intebcsssion  for  Dr.  Schoe^fe.— Dr.  J.  Roesing,  North  German  Consul 
General  in  this  city,  states  that  he  has  receiyed  intelligence  that  Baron  ton 
Oerolt,  the  North  German  Minister  at  Washington,  has  seen  Governor  Geaiy  tt 
Harrisburg,  Penna.,  relative  to  the  Dr.  Schoeppe  casCi  and  that  the  Govemor 
has  declared  himself  wiUing  to  revise  the  case  from  a  memorandum  which  k 
being  prepared  at  the  office  of  the  North  G^erman  Embassy." 

The  Indiana  Medical  College  has  seventy  matriculants,  Bixty- 
eight  of  whom  are  malee  and  two  females :  such  tuccess  must  be  vei; 
encouraging  to  those  who  inaugurated  and  are  conductiDg  this  enter- 
prise.  And  now,  without  any  unkind  feelings  towards  this  youthful 
institution,  let  us  hope  that  its  Faculty  will  never  again  issue  a  ^'Cir- 
cular/' announcing  a  four  months'  course,  and  their  willingness  to 
confer  ^^ad  eundem  and  honorary  degrees":  we  seriously  question  the 
propriety  of  organising  new  medical  colleges  that  do  not  take  advanced 
ground  in  the  period  of  medical  instruction,  and  in  higher  qualifica- 
tions for  medical  degrees — three  years  in  attendance  upon  lectures, 
each  course  being  at  least  six  months,  annual  examinatioos,  those  who 
finally  examine  for  degrees  entirely  independent  of  the  teachers-' 
these  are  some  of  the  steps  a  new  school  might  take  creditably  to 
itself,  and  thereby  earn  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the  people  aud 
of  the  profession  of  the  entire  country.  Such  an  institution,  by  the 
way,  we  hoped  to  see  eBtablished  at  Indianapolis,  and  the  plan  had 
been  discussed  by  some  medical  gentlemen  in  the  State,  though  proba- 
bly nothing  would  have  been  definitely  determined  for  some  three  or 
four  years.  We  can  not  believe  it  wise,  to  return,  to  have  merely  a 
four  months'  course — it  is  retrograding,  not  advancing.  And  as  to 
honorary  and  ad  eundem  degrees,  more  especially  the  former, ^these 
ought  to  be  exceptional,  and  no  public  offer  made  of  them,  or  medical 
college  diplomas,  now  low  enough,  wiH  still  depreciate  in  value. 

We  have  made  these  remarks,  which  can  not  be  misunderstood  by 
honest  and  intelligent  gentlemen,  in  all  kindness,  and  with  the  hope 
that  they  may  accomplish  some  good.  We  recognise  in  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College  of  Indiana  men  of 
industry,  ability^  and  honor,  and  we  heartily  wish  their  success. 
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At  a  rkoxmt  meeting,  November  4th,  of  the  Clftrke  Coanty  (0.) 
Medical  Society,  some  valuable  observations  were  made  by  Dr.  Wray 
on  the  subject  of  Legalizing  Dusectians.  Dr.  Wray  is  a  member  of  a 
committee  upon  this  subject  appointed  by  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
Society ;  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  he  is  so  early  and  ably  moving  in 
the  matter:  we  trust  he  will  meet  the  hearty  co-operation  of  every 
member  of  the  profession  in  the  State. 

While  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  have  liberal  enaotmentB  upon 
this  matter,  it  is  a  shame  that  in  Ohio,  with  some  eight  or  ten  med- 
ical schools,  bodies  for  dissection  must  be  obtained  by  steakh  and  viola* 
tion  of  strict  and  unjust  laws. 

Indiana,  and  Kentucky  too,  should  be  moving  to  the  same  end : 
let  these  States,  let  all  our  States,  have  upon  their  statute  books  laws 
legalizing  dissections. 

(This  note  was  received  just  as  the  last  form  was  being  made  up: 
we  have  room  only  lor  its  publication,  and  will  answer  it  in  the  next :) 

Mr.  Editob:  In  your  November  number  you  quote  from  Dr.  Tilt  a  sentence 

of  Cicero's,  as  follows : 

"  Neadre  guod  anUgmm  mtiu  etBeafactum  tt^  id  aemper  ene  puer,^* 

The  same  quotaticm  is  used,  veiy  appropriately,  by  Odander  as  a  motto  for 

his  "  QeaehiehU  tier  ErUfahdeng$  bunttf"  but  in  a  little  different  form: 
"^esetre,  quid,  caUequam  notes  sis,  aasiderU,  id  ut  aemper  esse pucnmi." 
Can  you  turn  to  the  original  and  inform  us  which  is  the  correct  reading? 


The  Times  obituary  of  the  21st  iust.  records  the  death,  at  North 
Tawton,  of  Catherine  Budd,  in  the  ninety-first  year  of  her  age.  It  is 
impossible  to  let  this  brief  statement  pass  without  notice,  or  with- 
out one  word  of  respectful  sympathy  with  her  distinguished  family. 
The  deceased  lady  was  the  mother  of  nine  eons,  of  whom  the  two 
youngest  are  members  of  the  bar,  and  the  other  seven  are  physicians, 
all  of  more  than  ordinary  repute.  Among  these  seven.  Dr.  Budd, 
late  of  King*B  College,  and  Dr.  Budd,  of  Bristol,  will  at  once  occur 
to  the  minds  of  our  readers.  We  trust  that  they  may  inherit  their 
mother's  longevity,  and  may  thus  be  spared  for  many  years  to  do  good 
work  in  the  interest  of  mankind. — Lancet^  Out  23. 

Pay  Up. — We  beg  our  subscribers,  who  are  indebted  to  us,  to  pay 
as  promptly  as  possible.  Remittances  may  be  made  to  Robert  Clarke 
&  Co.,  Cincinnati,  or  to  the  Editor  at  Indianapolis.  Again,  we  say. 
Pay  up. 

(68) 
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''What  Bsoomes  of  Mbdical  Studsnts?" — This  u  the  heading 
of  a  brief  and  brilliant  article  that  forms  a  part  of  the  fifth  Tolume  of 
the  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Reports,  recently  published.  Mr. 
Paget,  the  author  of  this  article,  has,  with  much  labor  and  considera- 
ble perspicuity,  given  the  reader  an  analysis  of  the  careers  of  one 
thousand  medical  students,  all  of  whom  have  been  known  to  and 
observed  by  him,  or  by  his  colleagues,  Mr.  Cailender  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Smith,  during  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  He  has  placed  them  in  eight 
divisions,  and  tells  us  that  twenty-three  have  achieved  distinguished 
success,  sixty-six  considerable  success,  five  hundred  and  seven  fair 
success,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  very  limited  success;  that 
fifty-six  failed  entirely,  ninety-six  left  the  profession,  eighty-seren 
within  twelve  years  of  commencing  practice,  and  forty-one  died  during 
pupilage.  Distinguished  success  is  accorded  to  those  who  have  gained 
important  public  appointments  in  hospitals  or  elsewhere,  have  main- 
tained leading  practices  in  very  large  towns,  or  have  been  teachers  in 
great  schools.  Considerable  success  is  ascribed  to  those  who  bold 
high  positions  in  the  public  service  or  good  leading  practices;  and 
fair  success  to  those  whose  lot  has  comprised  "  that  measure  of  well- 
doing  which  consists  in  having  a  fair  practice  (enough  to  live  with), 
maintaining  a  good  professional  and  personal  reputation,  or  in  holding 
ordinary  appointments  in  the  public  services  or  in  the  colonies,  and 
gaining  promotion  in  due  course  of  time.''  It  will  be  seen  that  this 
last  class  constitutes  rather  more  than  half  of  the  total  number,  and 
hence  it  is  to  this  class  in  prospective  that  our  observations  on  these 
statistics  should  be  specially  and  particularly  addressed.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  lives  of  all  professional  men  in  this  countrj,  as 
in  all  other  walks  of  life,  are  made  up  of  constant  and  continual  strug- 
gles, and  that  the  so-called  battle  of  life  has  to  be  fought  with  more 
than  ordinary  energy  and  perseverence  by  medical  men.  But  th»e 
figures  appear  most  happily  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter's  wort 
and  show  our  neophytes  that  a  fair  and  reasonable  measure  of  suc- 
cess may  be  and  is  attained  by  those  who  enter  the  profession,  and 
labor  therein  honestly,  perseveringly,  and  well.  Mr.  Paget's  paper  is 
commendable,  chiefly  because  it  encourages  all  to  work;  because  it 
shows  that  honest  work  results  in  fair  success ;  and  because  it  proves, 
as  far  as  figures  possibly  can,  that  if  a  proper  and  persevering  coarse 
of  study  be  pursued,  failure  is  very  much  the  exception,  rather  than 
the  rule.  And,  as  Mr.  Paget  very  pertinently  remarks,  "nothing 
appears  more  certain  than  that  the  personal  character,  the  very  nature, 
the  will  of  each  student  had  far  greater  force  in  determining  his  career 
than  any  helps  or  hindrances  whatever.  *  4^  *  The  time  and  the 
place,  the  work  to  be  done  and  its  responsibilities,  will  change;  but 
the  man  will  be  the  same,  except  in  so  far  as  he  may  change  himself." 
— London  Lancet^  Nov.  6^  1869, 
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Twenty-Seventh  Session,  Fall  and  Winter  of  1869-70, 

Commencing  October  b.  1869,  and  to  continue  until  the  last  of 
February.  1870. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  great  satisfaction  that  the  Trustees  of 
the  Cincinnati  College  op  Medicine  and  Sitbgert  make  the 
Announcement  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Course  of  Lectures  in  that 
Institution.  The  College  has  come  to  the  close  of  another  year, 
with  a  rapidly-increasing  number  of  pupils  and  graduates ;  its 
means  of  illustration  and  demonstration  will  be  largely  increased 
by  new  additions  during  the  present  season ;  its  great  practical 
chairs  are  now  all  filled  by  men  of  large  experience,  and  who 
possess,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  happy  faculty  of  teaching 
others ;  anatomical  material  may  be  had  here  in  great  abundance ; 
the  immense  clinical  advantages  of  the  largest  general  hospital  in 
our  country,  are  open  to  all  medical  students  on  the  most  liberal 
terms ;  in  a  word,  everything  conspires  to  indicate  that  Cincin- 
nati, on  account  of  its  large  population,  easy  access  and  central 
position,  is  destined  to  become  a  great  centre  of  medical  science 
and  teaching,  and  that  the  Cincinnati  College — whose  Faculty  are 
so  fully  imbued  with  the  noble  aims  of  their  high  profession — 
will  soon  take  a  leading  position  among  the  medical  schools  of 
our  country. 

It  will  be  seen  that  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  this  school  is  the 
LowNESS  OP  ITS  FEES.  While  we  advocate  a  reputable  preliminary 
education,  the  complete  curriculum  of  studies,  the  full  term  of 
pupilage,  two  full  courses  of  lectures,  and  are  anxious  to  further 
any  effort  to  give  depth  and  extension  to  medical  education ;  on 
the  other  hand,  we  are  disposed  to  open  wide  the  portals  of 
science ;  to  withdraw,  as  far  as  practicable,  all  pecuniary  obstacles ; 
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and  to  encourage  all  young  men,  however  humble,  to  enter  the 
arena  of  professional  life,  who  feel  the  promptings  of  a  nohlt- 
ambition  stirring  within  them.  In  following  this  course,  we  think 
we  are  advancing  in  accordance  with  the  generous  spirit  of  our 
age  and  country,  which  is  everywhere  opening  free  libraries  and 
lecture  rooms,  and  building  school  houses  for  the  million.  The 
lives  of  such  men  as  Drake  and  Eberle,  of  Hunter  and  Velpeau, 
are  positive  jiroof  that  poverty  is  often  associated  with  the  high- 
est ability.  Their  brilliant  career  has  given  a  forward  impulse  to 
science,  and  served  to  dignify  and  ennoble  the  profession  with 
which  they  were  connected.  A  medical  college  established  upon 
sucii  a  liberal  basis  in  a  large  city,  whore  clinical  advantages  can 
l)e  secured,  will  do  much  to  arrest  the  tendency  to  open  medical 
schools  in  small  cities  and  towns,  where  this  essential  part  of 
medical  education  must  of  necessity  be  neglected.  Our  school, 
we  are  persuaded,  is  rapidly  introducing  into  the  profession  a 
new,  energetic,  and  life-giving  element — one  which  will  do  quite 
as  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  science,  and  quite  as  much  to 
maintain  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  as  will  be  found  to  come 
out  of  those  institutions  where  the  size  of  the  head  is  to  be  mea- 
sured by  the  length  of  the  pni'se;  but  which  afford  a  happy 
faculty  of  accommodation,  by  dividing  their  pupils  into  the  full- 
pay  class,  tlio  note  makers,  and  tlie  bciu^fitnarios. 

THE  CINOnfHlTI  HOSPITAL. 
This  Institution,  which  so  elegantly  adorns  the  northern  part  of 
our  city,  and  whi«.h  has  been  eroote»l  by  the  expenditure  of  a 
million  of  dollars,  is  now  oi>ou  r>r  all  classes  of  patients — an  honor 
to  our  city,  and  acknowledged  to  h'e  at  once  the  most  elegant, 
extensive,  and  best  appointed  general  IIo'?;)ital  in  our  country. 
Here  are  found  fever  wards,  ophthalmic  wanls,  obstetincal  wards, 
venerea-l  wards,  and  surgical  wards ;  in  fact,  here  ma}-  be  seen 
almost  every  disease  that  flesh  is  heir  tv),  its  nature  studied,  and 
the  results  of  treatment  witnessed.  Among  the  numerous  surgical 
operations  performed  there  dnriug  the  last  season,  vro  may  men- 
ticm  amputations  of  the  arm,  leg,  circumcision,  excision  of 
tumors,  ha^neroids,  ligature  nf  main  ai'teries,  lithotomy,  vesico- 
vaginal fistula,  hnre-lip,  hydrocele,  lacerat'Ml  perineum,  paracen- 
tesis abdrmiinis  and  th«'i'Mci<.  rL^uoval  of  bullets  and  dead  bone, 
11  groat  variety  of  t-jperjtiniij^  on  the  eye,  etc.  etc.     In  a  word,  tlio 
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student  may  here  enjoy,  as  at  Vienna,  the  advantage  of  seeing  all 
manner  of  disease  in  a  general  hospital,  and  does  not,  as  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  have  to  spend  a  large  portion  of  his  time 
in  running  over  the  city  from  one  hospital  to  another. 

At  the  close  of  the  winter  term  six  house  physicians  are 
appointed  for  this  Institution,  and  all  graduates  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  competing  for  these  positions. 

OUUIOAL  LEOTUEBS. 
Clinical  Lectures  are  delivered  daily  during  the  course  of  the 
session  by  the  medical  staff. 

PEACTIOAL  ANATOMY. 

The  most  liberal  provisions  are  made  for  the  prosecution  of 
this  very  important  branch. 

Anatomical  material  is  supplied  in  abundance,  and  at  low 
rates. 

The  dissecting  room  is  commodious,  well  lighted  and  well 
ventilated,  and  provided  with  everything  requisite  for  comfort 
and  convenience.  It  will  be  opened  early  in  the  session,  and 
will  be  under  the  direction  of  J.  W.  Under  hill,  M.  D.,  a  highly 
competent  instructor. 

THE  OOLLESE  BUILDING. 
The  college  building  is  situated  on  the  north-west  corner  ot 
Longworth  street  and  Central  Avenue.     The  lecture  rooms  are 
well  lighted,  freely  ventilated,  comfortable  and  convenient. 

EEQUIEEMENTS  FOE  GEADUATION. 

The  candidate  must  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  must 
present  proper  testimonials  of  a  good  moral  character,  and 
satisfactory  evidence  that  he  has  studied  "modicine  for  three  years 
with  a  physician  and  surgeon  dul}'  anthorized  by  law  to  j^ractice 
his  profession.  He  must  have  attended  two  full  ooir-es  of  lec- 
tures— the  last  of  which  must  have  been  in  thU  oo-'L'gvi.  He 
must  pass  a  satisfactory  examination,  and  submit  to  the  Faculty 
of  the  College  an  acceptable  thesis  on  some  sunject  connected 
with  medicine  of  his  own  com[)Osition. 

Four  years'  practice  will  be  considered  as  equivalent  to  atten- 
dance on  one  Course  of  Lectures,  a  certificate  of  which  must  be 
presented  at  the  time  of  niatriculatiucr,  or  handel  in  with  the 
thesis. 
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TEXTB00I8. 

Principles  and  Practice Watson,  Flint,  Billing's  Principles. 

Surgery Erichsen,  Dmitt. 

Obstetrics Bedford,  MUler. 

Diseases  of  Women Hodge,  Bedford,  Thomas. 

Diseases  of  Children West,  Ck)ndie. 

^  Materia  Medica Stille,  U.  S.  Dispensatory. 

Physiology Carpenter,  Dalton,  Marshall. 

Insanity Winslow,  Ray,  Maudsley. 

Anatomy Gray,  Wilson. 

Forensic  Medicine Taylor,  Beck. 

Ophthalmology Lawrence,  Jones,  Wells. 

FEE& 
The  Faculty  of  this  College  maintain,  and  they  beUeve  they 
will  be  sustained  by  a  right  thinking  community,  that  the  true 
method  to  elevate  the  Profession  is  to  do  away,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, with  pecuniary  obstacles  in  entering  it,  and  to  place  at  a 
high  standard  the  attainments  necessary  for  graduation.  Actu- 
ated by  such  considerations,  the  Faculty  have  placed  the  fees  at 
the  lowest  rates  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  school. 

Professors'  Tickets $25  00 

Matriculation 5  00 

Demonstrator's  Ticket 5  00 

Hospital  Ticket 5  00 

Graduation  Foe. _ 25  00 

BOABDIHa. 
Good  boarding  and  room  can  probably  be  had  in    Cincinnati 
at  less  rates  than  in  any  other  large  city  in  the  United  States. 
Students  by  calling  at  the  College  immediately  on  their  arrival, 
will  be  aided  in  procuring  Suitable  places  of  boarding. 

BFBIlia  OOTTBBE. 
This  Course  of  Lectures  will  begin  March  8th,  1870,  and 
continue  until  the  last  week  in  June  following.     It  will  be  a 
complete  course  by  the  Faculty,  and  will  be  followed  by  the 
usual  examinations,  and  conferring  degrees. 

For  further  particulars  address, 

B.  S.  LAWSON,  M.  D.,  Dean, 

No.  353  West  Seventh  St.,  Cincinnati. 
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Run:,  Richard  B. 
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Smith,  T.  J. 
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Skaton,  A.  M. 
Stubbkman,  F. 
Stutzman,  J.  M. 
Smith,  Wm.  K. 
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Wood.  W.  F. 
Wells,  Chas.  T. 
Welch,  John  M. 
Yelton,  W.  H. 
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theses. 
Forces   of  the   Venous 

Circulation, 
Nicotine  and  its  Effects. 
Antimony, 
Blood, 
Dysentery, 
Pertussis, 
Ch.  Infantum, 
Pneumonia, 
Erysipelas, 
Phthisis, 
Labor, 
Abortion, 
Convulsions, 

Dislocations, 

Chorea, 

Med.  History, 

Diphtheria, 

Scarlatina, 

Dysentery, 

Diagnosis, 

Puerp.  Fever, 

Opium, 

Mam.  Abscess, 

Rheumatism, 

Management  of  Infant 

Hemoptysis. 

Burns, 

Rem.  Fever, 

Erysipelas, 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Convulsions, 

Croup, 

Cholera  Infantum. 

Int.  Fever, 

Pertussis, 

Dysentery, 

Tracheitis, 

Tracheitis, 

Placenta  Pnevia, 

Medulla  Oblongata. 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia, 

Measles, 

Ergot, 

Conduct  of  Accoucheur, 


residence. 
Scipio.  Ind. 

New  Haven,  Ind. 
Cynthiana,  Ind. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Pike,  Co.  O. 
Zanesville,  O. 
Cincinnati.  O. 
Belmore.  O. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Piqua,  O. 
Maxville,  O. 
Fair  view,  O. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Ohio. 

West  Milton,  O. 
Fairfield,  O. 
Cincinnati.  O. 
Rising  Sun,  Ind. 
Ashland  Co.  O. 
Matamoris,  O. 
Cordova,  Ky. 
Fairfield,  O. 
Lavonia,Ind. 
Armstrong,  111. 
Newport,  Ky. 
Oak  Harbor,  O. 
Roundhead,  O. 
Yellow  Springs,  O. 
Berlin,  O. 
Williamsburg,  Pa. 
Abington,  Ind, 
Boston,  Ind. 
Pleasant  Hill,  Ky. 
Milton,  Ky. 
Wakatomica.  O. 
Rutland,  Ky. 
Midway,  O. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Yellow  Springs,  O. 
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Cire-olar  for  1899-70. 

Tlu^  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Louisville  will 
enter  upon  its  Thirty-third  Annual  Session  the  first  Monday  in 
Oetohor,  1869. 

A  preliminary  course  of  lectures  will  commence  on  the  second 
^Monday  in  September,  and  continue  until  the  opening  of  the 
rr^gnlar  Term. 

The  aim  of  this  series  of  lectures  is  the  consideration  of  some 
important  subjects,  that  cannot  be  fully  taught  in  the  regular 
Term. 

The  regular  Session  will  open  with  a  public  introductory  lec- 
ture on  Monday  evening,  the  4th  of  October,  and  continue  five 
months. 

^oU^ge  Edifice* 

The  Lecture  Rooms,  Museum,  Cabinet,  Laboratory,  Library, 
and  Dissecting  Rooms  are  furnished  with  everything  necessary 
for  convenience  and  instruction.  In  apparatus,  models,  draw- 
ings, and  preparations  and  specimens  for  illustration  by  the  va- 
rious Chairs,  the  Institution  possesses  eveiy  requisite  for  thorough 
medical  teaching;  and,  in  view  of  its  perfect  equipment,  and  the 
ability  of  its  Faculty,  the  Board  feel  safe  in  assuring  its  friends 
that  it  never  before  presented  stronger  claims  to  the  confidence 
and  support  ef  the  medical  profession. 
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In  the  departments  of  Anatomy — human,  comparative,  and    | 
pathological — the  collection  of  specimens,   models  and  prepara-    ! 
tions,  is  extensive  and  varied.     The  osseous,  ligaijientous,  vascu- 
lar,  nervous,  and  muscular  systems  of  man  are   exhibited  in 
numerous  preparations  that  aret  skillfully  made,  besides  which 
there  are  numerous  models  in  wood,  plaster  and  wax,  useful  in 
demonstrating  to  the  class.     A  striking  and  beautiful  part  of 
the  collection  consists  in  a  series  of  models,  by   Auzoux,  repre-    | 
seating  the  nervous  system,  and  the  respiratory,  digestive,  and    | 
circulatory  apparatus  of   the    several    families  of  the  animal    ' 
kingdom.     From  the  Museum  of  Thibet,  in  Paris,    a  splendid 
series  of  models  has  been  selected,  illustrative  of  disease  in  the 
various  parts   of  the  body.     The   models  are   executed   with 
remarkable  skill,  and  have  been  of  eminent  advantage  heretofore    ' 
in  the  lectures  on  Physiology,  Pathological  Anatomy,  Ob.<?tetric<^, 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 

The  Library  belonging  to  the  Department  contains  nearly  fc«ur    j 
thousand  volumes,   carefully  selected.     Many  of  the  st-andard    ' 
%vorks  of  the  profession  may  be  found  in  it ;  and,  in  addition  to 
these,  it  embraces  the  old  medical  classics,  in  Latin  and  Greek ; 
many  rare  and  costly  monographs,  in   quarto  and  folio;  a  large 
number  of  volumes  in  the  sciences  allied   to  medicine,   many  of    ! 
them  elegantly   illustrated ;    numerous    expensive    plates    for 
illustration  of  the   lectures  on  healthy  and  morbid  Anatomy,    , 
Physiology,  Surgery,  Materia  Medica  and  Obstetrics;  and  a  full    ! 
series  of  a  large  number  of  medical  journals,  American,  English 
and  French. 

Matjeria  Medica* 

The  Cabinet  of  Maiet^ia  Medica  contains  specimens  of  all  the 
articles  treated  of  in  a  course  of  lectures  on  Materia  Medica, 
arranged  in  a  systematic  manner.  These  have  been  found  to 
impart  much  additional  interest  to  the  course  on  this  subject. 

ghjemijcaJ  llpparatus. 

Upon  no  department  of  the  Institution  hare  means  been  more 
liberally  expended  than  in  its  Chemical  Laboratory ;  and  in  this 
Departmeut  it  is  believed  it  will  bear  favorable  comparison  with    ' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


any  medical  school  in  the  country.  The  apparatus  is  not  only 
of  the  most  modern  and  approved  style  of  construction,  but  on  a 
scale  adapted  to  a  large  class,"  enabling  the  experimenter  to 
exhibit  every  appearance  to  the  most  remote  of  his  auditors,  and 
to  render  his  course  eminently  brilliant  as  well  as  instructive, 

J^rax^tical  |lnatomi)^ 

The  facilities  afforded  by  the  University  for  the  study  of 
Anatomy  are  unsui-passed.  The  Dissecting  Rooms  are  arranged 
so  as  to  afford  abundant  accommodations  for  the  Classes,  and  the 
supply  of  subjects  is  ample.  The  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy, 
aided  by  competent  assistants,  devotes  the  evening  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  students  engaged  in  dissections,  and  the  interest  felt 
in  this  branch  of  Mechcal  education  is  evinced  bv  the  assiduous 
attendance  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  Class  upon  the 
labors  of  the  dissecting  Rooms.  We  can  safely  assure  students 
and  physicians  who  desire  to  study  this  fundamental  branch,  or 
renew  their  acquaintance  with  it,  that  for  comfort,  convenience, 
cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  amplitude  of  space,  the  University 
offers  inducements  to  the  Anatomical  investigator  which  are  not 
excelled  in  America.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  attract 
students  to  an  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  a  knowledge  of 
Practical  Anatomy,  and  render  their  pursuit  of  it  a  pleasant 
duty. 

iSlinijcal  Ifft^dicin^  and  Surg^rtj. 

It  is  the  determination  alike  of  the  Faculty  and  Trustees  to 
insure  to  students  that  kind  of  information  which  will  be  most 
useful  to  them  in  active  professional  life,  and  which,  consequently, 
will  render  patients  most  safe  under  their  charge.  Hence,  no 
effort  will  be  spared  to  make  the  University  essentially  a 
jjractical  and  demonstrative  School. 

The  University  Dispensary,  which  has  been  in  successful 
operation  for  several  years,  affords  great  facilities  to  students. 
The  building  is  upon  the  University  grounds,  and  is^  open  to 
patients  and  students  throughout  the  year.  By  means  of  this 
important  addition  to  the  Clinical  advantages  afforded  by  the 
University,  students  will  have  opportunities  of  attending  cases 
and  witnessing  disease  in  every  phase. 

Lectures  on  Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery  will  be  delivered 
at  the  College  and  the  City  Hospital  during  the  entire  session. 
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The  increafiing  growth  of  Louisville  has  for  some  years  demanded 
more  ample  Hospital  accommodations,  and  the  municipal  author- 
ities, fully  awake  to  the  urgency  of  this  want,  are  at  present 
directing  their  attention  to  an  extensive  enlargement  of  the  City 
Hospital,  which  is  in  rapid  progress. 

Nine  spacious  wards,  possessed  of  all  the  modern  improvements, 
will  be  added  to  the  present  edifice,  w^hich  is  itself  to  undergo 
complete  renovation.  This  enlargement  will  inure  greatly  to 
the  benefit  of  Medical  student*,  by  largely  increa^sing  the 
resources  for  Clinical  instruction. 

In  addition  to  this  increase  of  the  Hospital  itself,  there  is  al?o 
in  proccvss  of  construction,  in  the  eastern  extension  of  the  build- 
ing, a  new  and  spacious  amphitheatre  for  clinical  instruction, 
and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  render  it  a  model  of  comfort  and 
convenience,  It  will  be  thoroughly  lighted  and  ventilated  by 
large  windows  in  its  walls,  and  by  the  dome,  and  will  be  ar- 
ranged to  seat  about  five  hundred  students. 

In  the  admirable  and  excellent  arrangement  of  this  new 
amphitheatre.  Medical  students  will  discover  the  disposition  of 
the  city  authorities  to  give  all  the  aid  in  their  power  toward 
facilitating  Medical  instruction  in  Louisville. 

The  Faculty. 

In  addition  to  the  Faculty  of  last  winter,  it  will  he  seen  tliat 
the  Trustees  have  elected  Prof.  D.  W.  Yandell  to  the  Chair  of 
Clinical  Surgery,  and  Prof.  Theophilus  Parvin  to  that  of 
Medical  and  Surgical  Diseases  of  Women. 

Prof.  Yandell,  whose  ability  and  success  as  a  teacher  are 
widely  known,  brings  to  his  Chair  a  ripe  experience  in  Surfrery 
which  will  necessarily  add  greatly  to  the  attractiveness  of  that 
Department,  Prof.  Parvin  has  been  for  some  years  the  occupant 
of  the  Chair  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Diseases  of  Women  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  where  he  has  won  an  enviable  reputation 
for  skill  as  an  operator  and  practitioner,  and  graceful  earne^^tness 
as  a  teacher. 

The  Chair  of  Medical  Chemistry  and  Toxicology  has  been 
filled  by  the  election  of  James  W.  Holland,  M.  D.,  a  gifted  and 
eloquent  devotee  of  Medical  Science,  whose  assiduity  as  a  student, 
and  ability  as  a  lecturer  are  well  known  to  the  Medical  classes 
that  have  enjoyed  his  teaching. 
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Endowmjent. 

The  City  of  Louisville,  in  1837,  donated  a  square  of  ground 
containing  four  acres,  and  appropriated  money  enough  to  erect 
on  it  an  edifico,  and  purchase  Library,  Chemical  Apparatus, 
Anatomical  and  Pathological  Cabinets  suited  to  the  requirements 
of  a  first-class  Medical  College.  The  edifice  first  erected  was 
destroyed  in  1856  by  fire,  but  there  was  sufficient  insurance  on 
it  to  enable  the  Faculty  to  rebuild  it  upon  a  larger  and  improved 
plan,  so  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  Medical  College  edifices  in 
the  United  States.  The  Cabinets,  Library  and  Apparatus  were 
also  considerably  damaged  by  the  fire,  but  the  Faculty  borrowed 
on  its  own  responsibility  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  replace  the 
lost  articles  with  new,  and,  in  many  instances,  improved  specimens. 

A  large  portion  of  the  original  donation  of  ground,  which  has 
heretofore  yielded  but  a  small  amount  pecuniarily,  is  now  in  a 
condition  to  promise  considerable  inci-ease  in  the  resources  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University.  There  is  reai^on  to  be- 
lieve that  an  endowment  fund  will  be  created,  by  which  the 
means  for  medical  instruction  in  the  University  will  be  ultimately 
made  free  to  all  who  may  wish  to  enjoy  its  extensive  advantages 
for  thorough  equipment  in  all  departments  of  Medical  education. 

The  Fee  for  admission  to  the  entire  Course  of  Lectures  has 
been  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  Fifty  Dollars,  payable 
as  are  all  the  fees,  invariably  in  advance. 

The  Matriculation  Ticket  gives  the  student  the  use  of  the 
extensive  Library  of  the  Institution  during  the  Winter,  and  is 
Five  Dollars. 

The  Graduation  Fee  is  Thirty  Dollars.  The  Fee  for 
admission  to  the  Dissecting  Rooms,  and  for  instruction  by  the 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  is  Ten  Dollars. 

Itjequisiti^s  for  i&raduation^ 

1.  The  candidate  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  must 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  have  sustained  a 
good  moral  character. 

2.  He  must  have  attended  two  complete  courses  of  lectures, 
the  last  of  which  shall  have  been  in  this  Institution. 

3.  He  must  have   taken  the  Ticket  of  the  Demonstrator  one 
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8ej«sion,  or  have  been  engaged  in  dissections  under  a  competent 
Teacher;  and  must  have  attended  one  course  of  Clinical  ini^truc- 
tion  in  the  Louisville  Marine  Honpital,  or  some  other  Institution 
approved  by  the  Faculty. 

4.  Students  who  have  attended  a  full  Goui-se  of  Lectures  in  a 
respectable  Medical  School,  and  Physicians  who  have  been 
engaged  for  four  years,  or  more,  in  reputable  practice  after  a 
regular  course  of  study  under  a  Preceptor,  are  admitted  to 
examination  in  this  School  after  attendance  upon  one  complete 
course. 

5.  Candidates,  at  the  time  of  applying  to  the  Dean  for  admission, 
are  required  to  exhibit  their  Tickets  as  proof  of  their  comiiliance 
with  the  above  rules,  and  to  produce  a  Thesis  on  some  medical 
subject,  composed  by  themselves.  In  the  event  of  withdrawal 
or  rejection,  the  Thesis  and  Graduation  Fee  will  be  returned  t-o 
the  candidate. 

6.  The  voting  on  the  case  of  each  candidate  is  by  private  ballot, 
and  if  there  be  three  negative  votes  he  will  be  rejected. 

Organization, 

The  rapidly  increasing  population  and  commerce  of  the  city, 
its  geographical  and  climatic  position,  together  with  advantages 
in  an  economical  point  of  view,  render  Louisville  one  of  the  most 
important  and  attractive  points  in  the  Union  for  medical  teach^ 
ing. 

The  Trustees  do  not  claim  especial  advantage  over  any  other 
Rcliool,  but  they  do  claim  an  equal  position  with  any,  in  reputa- 
tion, endowment,  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  modical  education,  determination  to  afford  bed- 
side instruction  to  students,  and  amplitude  of  facilities  for  the 
pursuit  of  medical  science.  And  here  the  Board  are  happy  to 
acknowledge  the  liberality  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  in  providing 
extensive  means  by  disjoensaries,  and  otherwise,  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor ;  while  they,  at  the  same  time,  thus  afford  to  students 
great  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of  clinical  knowledge — a 
knowledge  not  to  be  obtained  except  in  cities  which  have  a  large 
floating,  and  dependent  population. 

ISAAC  CALDWELL, 
President  Board  of  Tru.stees. 
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frizes. 

A  gold  medal  is  offered  by  the  Faculty  to  the  candidate  who 
shall  write  the  best  Thesis. 

A  gold  medal  is  offered  by  Prof.  D.  AV.  Yandell,  to  the 
member  of  the  class  who  shall  furnish  the  best  book  of  recorded 
cases  and  remarks  of  the  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery.  This 
medal  may  be  competed  for  by  the  whole  class.  The  prize 
volume  of  cases  shall  belong  to  and  be  deposited  in  the  Library. 

Messrs.  J  B.  Wilder  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists  of  this  city, 
liberally  offer  a  case  of  instruments,  worth  one  hundred  dollars, 
to  tlie  member  of  tlie  class  who  shall  prej»are  the  best  dried 
anatomical  specimen,  all  the  preparations  to  become  the  property 
of  the  University,  and  to  be  labeled  with  the  nimes  of  the 
makers. 

The  awards  will  be  made  by  the  Faculty.  The  prizes  will  be 
announced  and  presented  by  the  President  at  the  Annual 
Commencement. 

Text  Boohs. 

The  following  works  are  recommended  by  the  Medical  Faculty 
to  students  as  useful  companions  to  the  different  courses  of 
Lectures: 

On  Surgery. — Gross,  p]i'ichsen,  Druitt  and  Paget's  Surgical 
Pathology. 

Ox  Chemistry — Fownes,  Brand  and  Taylor. 

On  Anatomy — Gray,  Wilson,  Cruveilhier,  Sharpey,  Quain, 
Leidy,  and  Holden's  Manual  of  Anatomy. 

On  Materia  Medioa — Wood,  Waring,  U.  S.  Dispensatory. 

On  Clinical  Medicine — Bennett's  Litroduction  to  Clinical 
Medicine,  Laycock  on  Mt.-dical  Observation. 

On  Physiology  and  Histology — Dalton,  ^larshall,  Todd 
and  Bowman,  and  Kolliker. 

On  the  Science  and  Practice  of  Medicine, — Aitkin, 
Reynolds,  and  Flint. 

On  Obstetrics — Cazeaux,  Churchill,  Miller,  and  Hodge. 
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Name. 
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Allen,  I).  B.. 
Alexander,  M.  A., 
Aloxjinder,  T.  L.  Jr., 
Andrews.  A.  G, 
Bisliop,  Honry  Bascoin 
Bakor.  Jolin  V., 
Bolt,  W.  IL, 
Baldwin,  Jamea  A., 
Bovnrcitli,  Edw'd  H., 
BoVlo,  William  IL, 
Brown,  (t.  B., 
Brown,  (J.  W., 
lioliannon.  L.  T., 
Browor,  William  R., 
Blandford,  Thos.  W., 
Bouton,  \V.  P., 
Boyd,  A.  S.  H., 
B(41,  W.  L., 
Busliong.  JumoH  S., 
Bowling,  W.  W., 
Bond,  J.  L., 
Blackburn,  E.  M., 
liyrne,  ThoB.  J., 
Boroughs,  Bryan, 
Brisvalder,  Joseph, 
Beavers,  Benton  B., 
Bixler,  Jno.  B., 
Borrv,  Thos.  F., 
Blaloek,  W.  A.  C, 
Crist,  11.  Clay, 
Crist,  Bon.  K, 
Carpenter,  Stephen  F., 


State. 
Kentucky, 


Tennes.^oe, 

.Kentucky, 

Indiana, 

Kentucky, 

^li.-^souri, 

Kentueky, 

New  York, 

Mij^souri, 

Kentucky, 

Indiana, 

Kentucky, 

Tennossee, 

Kentucky, 

Tennos.see, 

Arkansas, 

Kentucky, 

Tennessee, 

Arkansas, 

Kentucky, 

Alabama, 

Kentucky, 

Arkansa.s, 

Louisiana, 

Kentucky, 

Georgia, 

Kentuckv, 


Miss^ 


-souri, 


Preceptor. 
L'^niversitv    of  Louisville. 
Dr.  0.  C.  Stout. 
Dr.  James  Henly. 
l)r.  Charles  R.  Greenlcaf. 
Dr.  C.  G.  Andrews. 
L)r.  James  C.  Baticoni. 
Dr.  W.  L.  Green. 
Dr.  Thos.  C.  Herndon. 
Dr.  William  Baldwin. 
Dr.  L.  P.  Weatherbv. 
U.  S.  G.  Hosjutal. 
Dr.  John  E.  Roberts, 
T>r.  W.  R.  Davis. 
Dr.  W.  H.  Botts. 
Dr.  W.  E.  Thompson. 
Dr.  Ben.  B.  Blincoe. 
Dr.  R.  L.  Bouton. 
Dr.  C.  L.  Harris. 
Dr.  Jno.  W.  Houze. 
Dr.  L.  G.  White, 
Dr.  Wm.  Adair. 
Dr.  John  Landis, 
Dr.  L.  C.  White, 
Dr.  Ben.  B.  Blincoo. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Borough.s. 
Vnivt3rsity  of  Louisville. 
Dr.  J.  W.  Adams. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Xuchols. 
Dr.  J.  Alexander. 
Dr.  W.  H.  Blalock. 
Practitioner. 
Dr.  H.  Clav  Crist. 
Dr.  B.  H,  Cox. 
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Name. 
Curran,  R.  E., 
Calkins,  HGiiry  T., 
Cox,  Goodson,  R., 
Castillo,  J.  W., 
Compton,  Henry  H., 
Cusbenberry,  J.  H., 
Crostbwait,  Geo.  W., 
Covington,  \V.  J., 
CuHter,  E.  "D., 
Cbandler,  F.  M., 
Cocbran,  Henry, 
Cbastain,  W.  D., 
Clark.  Jacob, 
Cox,  M.  P., 
Cannon,  J.  P., 
Dny)ny,  Win.  E., 
DiiBose,  Jaraes  G., 
Banner,  L.  G., 
Davis,  Frank, 
L)aviy,  Jobn  E., 
Dorman,  M.  L., 
Dunn,  Dulpluis, 
Donient.  J.  L., 
Dol)son,'W.  P.. 
Dollens,  Tirey  C, 
Dome,  D.  C 
Davis,  Tbos.  B.. 
De  Foe.  Aug's,  M.  D., 
Davis,  G.  W., 
Edelen.J.  Eliot, 
Ewing.  George  T., 
Egli,  Theodore, 
Erwin,  J.  K.  P., 
f]nibry,  J.  B., 
Earle,  Ben.  P., 
Elcan,  A.  L., 
Embry,  J.  M., 
Fesler,  C.  C, 
Fonville,  J.  B., 
Frazier,  T.  C. 
Feild,  Julius  T., 
Featherston,  Jolm  S., 
Fo^Jter,  Jobn  C, 
Ferguson,  Jose^pb  N., 
Freeling,  J.  W., 
Fisher,  John  M., 
Gilbert,  J.  W., 
Gilbert,  S.  L., 


State. 
Indiana, 
Kentucky, 
Alabama, 
Kentucky, 


Tennessee, 

Arkansas, 

Indiana, 

Kentucky, 

Pennsylvania, 

Kentucky, 

Indiana, 

Kentucky, 

Alabama, 

Kentucky, 

Texas, 

Mississippi, 

Kentucky, 


Tennessee, 

North  Carolina 

Indiana. 

Kentucky, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Louisiana. 

Kentucky, 


Alabiirnj], 

Mississii)pi, 

Kentucky, 

Tennessee, 

Mississippi, 

Indiana, 

Alabama, 

Texas, 

u 

Mississippi, 

Kentucky, 

Tennessee, 

Indiana, 

Alabama, 

Kentucky, 


Preceptor. 
Dr.  R.  Curran. 
Dr.  Chas.  R.  Greenleaf. 
Louisville  1)  isp  en  sary . 
Dr.  J.  A.  Jones. 
Dr.  J.  W.  Moorman, 
Dr.  W.  R.  Brvan. 
Dr.  G.  D.  Crosthwait. 
Dr.  J.  W.  Covinizton. 
Dr.  F.  E.  Franklin. 
Dr.  G.  P.  Cosbv. 
Dr.  Alex.  M.  Pollock. 
Dr.  J.  R.  Bailev. 
Dr.  Jno.  S.  Mitchell, 
Dr.  George  P.  Cosby. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Houston. 
l)rs\  L.  &  C.  Rotrors. 
Dr.  A.  H.  DuBose. 
Dr.  S.  M.  Hubbard. 

"    L.  A.  Blanken baker. 

"    H.  C.  Davis. 

*'    I).  M.  Bagbv. 

"    R.  B.  Moorehead. 

"    G.  Beeler. 
,    "    M.  Y.  Folger, 

"    Ja,«>.  G.  McPheeters. 

"    H.M.Curry. 

"    J.  A.  Octerlony. 
Practitioner. 
Dr,  J.  J.  Scott, 

"    J.  B.  Edelen. 

"    T.  W.  Ewing. 
Louisville  Dispensary. 
Dr.  D.  M.  A.  Dansby. 

"    J.  Manasco. 

"    P.  J.  Bailey. 

'*    A.  D.  Clement. 

"    T.  S.  Buchanan. 

"    J.  J.  JohnHon. 

"    T.  B.  Burgamy. 

"    S.  P.  Shi. 

''    CM.  Peak. 
Drs.  Minor  &  Hill. 
Dr.  E.  Foster. 
Practitioner. 
Dr.  J.  A.  Hudson. 

"    J.  II.  PLirter. 

**    C.  A.  Crow. 
U.  S.  G.  Hospital. 
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Name. 

State. 

Preceptor, 

Godwin,  F.  B., 

Tennessee, 

Drs.  Heron  &  Bajcter.          j 

Gordon,  J.  G., 

Kentucky, 

Louisville  Dispensary. 

Griffitt,  R.  C, 

Indiana, 

Dr.  J.  J.  Johnson. 

Griffitt,  A.  S., 

It 

"    J.  L.  Grinnell. 

Guntermann.  Peter, 

Kentucky, 

University  Dispensary. 

Graham,  B.  R., 

Indiana, 

Dr.  Chas.  Bowman. 

Garnett,  W.  Edwin, 

Kentucky, 

"    E.  R.  Williams. 

Griggs.  Clarence  E., 

a 

'*    J.  W.  Ray, 

Gingles,  John  T., 

It 

"    T.  M.  Graves. 

Gray,  James  H., 

Arkansas, 

"    0.  Alexander. 

Harris,  J.  E., 

Kentucky, 

University,  Dispensary, 

Herndon,  W.  AV., 

(i 

Dr.  Thos.'C.  Herndon. 

Hawkins,  Elvis  B., 

Tennessee, 

''    Wm.  M.Wright. 
"    J.  G.  Womac-k. 

Hayes,  John  W., 

(( 

Hume,  Edgar  E., 

Kentucky, 

U,  S.  G.  Hospital. 

Harrison,  Wm.  \V., 

Alabama, 

Dr.  J.  T.  Harrison, 

Hatcher,  J.  A., 

Kentucky, 

'*    T.  Wilson. 

Holifield,  J.  R., 

n 

"   W.  A.  Boyd. 

Huft;  W.  A., 

n 

**    A,  A.  Urban. 

Hundley,  M.  A., 

u 

'•    W.  A.  Hundlev. 

Harney,  Benjamin, 

It 

"    G.  H.  LeGrand\ 

Hanna,  J.  B.,  Jr., 

Tennessee, 

"    T.M.Woodson. 

Herrington,  J.  H., 

Kentucky, 

"    H.  D.  Thompson. 

Hudson,  J,  M.. 

Tennessee, 

"    A.  H.Berrv. 

Hill,  Sam'l  H.; 

Alabama, 

''    S.F.Hill.' 

Heard.  W.  H., 

Arkansas, 

Prof.  De.^au8ure  Ford. 

Hancock,  George  S., 

Indiana, 

Dr.  A.  0.  Still. 

,  Inabnit,  John  A., 

Mississippi, 

**    John  Inabnit. 

Jones,  James  T., 

Tennessee, 

•*    J.  G.  Womack. 

Johnston,  R.  P.  C, 

Missouri, 

"    Wm.  Baldwin. 

Johnston,  W.  B, 

Alabama, 

"    B.  F.  Cross. 

Johnson.  E.  L., 

Indiana, 

"    Ashby. 

Jordan,  W.  A., 

Kentucky, 

"    M.  V,  Tomlinson. 

Jackson,  C.  E., 

Tennessee, 

*'    G.  M.  Whithorne. 

Jones,  James  W., 

Kentucky, 

"    George  H.  Hall. 

James,  A.  1)., 

(i 

*•'    R.  B.  Morehead. 

King,  Enoch  W., 

Indiana, 

U.  S.  G.  Hospital. 
.  Dr.  John  D.  Freeman. 

Kornegay,  R.  D. 

Tennessee, 

Krim,  J.  M., 

Kentucky, 

University  Dispensary. 

Kirkpatrick,  J.  0., 

Tennessee, 

Dr.  A.  C.White. 

Kerr,  J.  B., 

Kentucky, 

University  of  Louisville. 

Kelley,  James  P., 

Mississippi, 

Dr.  Lane. 

Lessley,  William  W., 

u 

University  of  Louisville. 

Lindsay,  PI.  P., 

Kentucky, 

Dr.  S.  Marshall.                    ! 

Loving,  A.  B., 

Tennessee, 

"    J.  J.  Ware.                     \ 

Leavell,  B.  F., 

Mississippi, 

"    J.  D.  McWhorter. 

Landrun,  W.  L., 

Kentucky, 

"    J.  D.  Landrun. 

Lewis,  Nathaniel  B., 

{( 

"    J.  T.  Lewis. 
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Name. 

State. 

Preceptor. 

LileP,  J.  D., 

Alabama, 

"    J.  H.  Davis. 

Layton,  Will.  M, 

Kentucky, 

Drs.  Skillman  &  Whitnev. 

Lileri,  M.  D., 

Alabama, 

Dr.  J.  H.  Davis. 

Maull,  William  C, 

Kentucky, 

Louisville  Dispensary. 

Mc-Carthv.  James, 

,, 

Prof.  John  E.  Crowe. 

Mudd,  William  A., 

,, 

Dr,  J.  B.  Edelcn. 

McDonough,  John  J. 

)) 

Drs.  Cleaver  &  McElrov. 

Mayes,  Marcus, 

n 

Dr.  Finley. 

McKnight,  Chas.  W., 

Tennessee, 

"    N.  A.  McCoy. 

Matt.ingly,  Wm.  E., 
McKee,  John  L., 

Kentucky, 

Drs.  Cleaver  &  Mr-Elroy. 

(( 

Dr.  0.  H.  Witherspoon. 
-    T.  M.  Warfield. 

Meador,  J.  W., 

t< 

McKay,  Jas.  B., 

i< 

Drs.  Gore  &  Lewis. 

McAliley,L.  L., 

Tennessee, 

Dr.  Robert  M.  West. 

Maclin,  James  N., 

t( 

"    W.L.  Terry. 

McCleary,  James, 

Ohio, 

U.  S.  G.  Hospital. 

McMurtry,  Sam'l, 

Kentucky, 

DrsM  on  tgomervA  Walker. 

McGovern,  Jame.«, 

Mississippi, 

Dr.  J.  R.  Boyd. 

MoFaddm,  J.  D.M.D.Kentuctv.' 

Praotitioner. 

McCord,  John  H., 

Alabama, 

Dr.  D.  B.  McCord. 

McMillan,  John  E., 

Georgia, 

Drs.  Tate  &  Griggs. 

McAlpin,  J.  A., 

Louisiana, 

Dr.  pj.  A.  Shippev. 
*'    IL  Q..  Huqhes. 

Noll,  Jamos  K., 

Kentucky, 

Newton,  L.  P.,     * 

(( 

"    G.W.Campbell. 

Oldham,  V.  B., 

Tennessee. 

"    T.  J.  Frazier. 

Osborn,  V., 

Kentucky, 

"    G.W.Campbell. 

Procter,  David  L., 

<( 

Prof.  E.  R.  Palmer. 

Pay  ton.  C.  G., 

(( 

Dr.  T,  Wilson. 

Plummer,  M., 

(( 

"    R.  IL  Yantes. 

Pinner,  T.  J., 

Tennessee, 

*'    W.  B.  Pinner. 

Perry,  W.  T., 

" 

"    0.  V.  Brown. 

Paine,  Andrew  J., 

K 

"    A.  Paine, 

Paine,  John  E,., 

<< 

"    A.  Paine, 

Poor,  B.  G., 

Georgia, 

Dr.  C.  T.  Patello, 

Kiohardson,  J.  L., 

Kentucky, 

Practitioner, 

Roberts,  W.  Ijane, 

" 

Dr.   Greenberrv  Roberts. 

Roberts,  W.  0., 

(( 

Prof,  D.  W.  Yandell. 

RoRser,  H.  N., 

Alabama, 

Dr.  J,  T.  West. 

Radamaker,  Chas  J., 

Kentucky, 

University  Dispensary. 

Reed,  P.  G., 

(( 

Dr.  E.  Jones. 

Rinehart,  Mich'l, 

(C 

Drs.  Cleaver  &  McElroy. 

Reid,  Ewin  0., 

l( 

Dr.  H.  Reid. 

Rodman,  W.  E., 

<( 

••    J.  H.  Rodman. 

Rodman,  H.  D., 

(( 

University  of  Notre  Dame, 

Ramsay,  E.  S., 

Illinois, 

Drs.  Wiley  &  Clinton. 

Richards,  Wm.  P., 

Kentucky, 

Dr.  L-  M.  Loveless. 

Richards,  Thomas, 

it 

"    S.  T.  Moorehead. 

Rabalais,  Leonard, 

Louisiana, 

"    T.  B.  Dulaney. 
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Namk. 

Russell,  Jessp. 
Kobinson,  ^V.  T., 
llobiiison,  Tlio.s.  J., 
Sowell,  A.  J., 
Stai)]es,  S.  n.,  M.  D, 
Sk.^lton,  G.  A., 
Smith,  Alox.  K., 
Sclu'll.  RuJnov  B., 
Slauditor.T,  S., 
Slcan,  A.  (\. 
Salt.T,  C.  W., 

S.ntt,  B.  E.. 
Shrop^liir.N  TliDs.  A., 
St'lby,  J.  T., 
Saiitt'i',  Charles. 
Sjialdiiiii.  Win,  K., 
S|»iizht.'s.  II..  Jr., 
Sialih,  Davi.l  T., 
SiiuHi'iiis,  iu").  S., 
S"l)a^tian,  ri»ant's  ^[.. 
St.-WMi,  l)a)iici  M., 
SuiuL'r.  A.  ('.. 
Tayh.r,  Win,  W., 
T<*l)l»s,  A.  Sidney,  Jr., 
ThnmaH,  J.  B., 
Tn-nt.  J,  F., 
Van  Pelt.  Oeo,  W., 
Wliit(%  William  P., 
AVilliams,  John  T,, 
^V(.ll.^.  Frank  W., 
Woods,  A.  J>., 
Wood.  John  T., 
Wv^'tli,  John  A., 
Wathen,  William  H„ 
Wulkop,  (1.  A., 
W.-issin^zer,  W.  S., 
Warr»*n,  J.  P., 
AValters,  J.  D.. 
Williams.  T.  Lee, 
W.'^lker.  J.  F., 
WiUioit,  R.  W„ 
Williams.  J.  M., 
Wilson,  Klisha  Tr., 
Wilson,  An<lrt'\v  M,, 
Wells,  i\.  B.,  M.  1)., 
Younir,  L.  P. 
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State. 
Kentueky, 

Tennessee, 
Georgia, 
Kentueky, 
Teiines-«>e. 
Alahamn.. 
Calit'ornia, 
Kentucky, 
Alabama, 
(b^orgia, 
Ti-nnessee, 
Kent  nek  V, 


Mississip]^*, 
Kentucky. 
Ahd)ama, 
Tenm'ssei\ 

Indiana, 
Kentucky, 
Mis.^ouri, 
Kentucky, 

Indiana, 
Kentucky, 


Tennessee, 

Missouri, 

Alabama, 

Kentueky, 

Indiana, 

Mississippi, 

Iventucky, 

(Jeoruia, 

Tennessee, 

Mississippi. 

Iventucky, 

Indiana, 
T(Minessee, 
Kentueky, 
Alabama, 


Preceptor. 

"    P.  J.  Bailey. 

"    J.  R.  Anderson, 

"    J.  R.  Anderson. 
Dr.  H.  D.  Aderhold. 
Practitioner. 
Universitv  Dispensarv. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Haves. 

"    F.  A.  Sehell. 

"    A.  A.  Slauirhter, 

"    T.  P.  Burgamv, 

"    W.  H.  Pugesley. 

"    Thos,  Edwards. 

•'    T.  P.  Morton. 
Drs.  J.  H&  G.W.Rodman. 
Dr.  F.  C.  Leber. 

-    T.  J.  Wright. 
Drs.  Murray  &  Alexander. 
Dr.  R.  B.  Pusey. 

"    Thornton  Cox. 

"    J.  P.  S^^bastian. 

''    J.  F.  McDou^al. 

"  W.  D.  Ga-e.  " 
Prof.  D.  W.  Yandell. 
Dr.  Wm.  Baldwin. 

*♦    T.  W.  Ewin-. 

»'    S.  11.  Staples. 

"    L.  J,  Woolen. 
Louisville  Dispensary. 
University  Di.speusary. 
Louisville  Dispensary.  ■ 
Drs.  Heron  &  Baxter. 
Dr.  A.  P.  Spence. 

"    J.  M.  Jackson. 
Drs.  Cleaver  &  McElrov. 
Dr.  A.  Wulkop. 

•'    J,  L.  Boyd. 

*'    W.  H.  Hopper, 

"  W.  M,  Dykes. 

"    J.  A,  Bowers, 
Drs.  Walker  &  Evans. 
Dr.  J.  L.  Phythian. 
Drs.  Stokes  &  Humphreys. 
Dr.  E.  G.  Moore. 

''    A.J.Weldon. 
Practitioner. 
Dr.  J.  W- .  Stewart. 

Total,  223: 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


16 

At  a  public  Commeiiceinent,  held  the  2d  day  of  March,  18G9, 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen : 

Namp:.  State.  Name.  State. 

Baldwin,  James  A.,  Missouri.     King,  Enoch  W.,       Indiana. 
Beynroth,  p]dw.  H.,  Kentucky.  Layton,  William  M., Kentucky. 
Bishop,  H.  Ba.scom,  "  Lewis,  Nath'l  li.,  *' 

Blackburn,  Edw.M.,  Arkansas.   MauU,  Wm.  C,  " 

Blalock,  AV.  A.  C,  (.it.'or^ia.  Maclin,  James  X.,  Tennessee. 
Blandford,  Thos.  W.,  Kentucky. Mattingly,W.  E.,  Kentucky. 
Boroughs,  Bryan,       Alabama,    ^[eador,  J.  W.,  ** 

Brewer,  William  R.,  Indana.       McCarthy,  James,  " 

Brisvalder,  Joseph,    Kentucky.  McDonough.  Jno.  J.,         " 
Calkins,  Henry  T..  "  McGovern,  James,    Mississippi. 

Castillo,  James  W.,  "  McAiiley,  L.  L.,       Tennessee. 

Caiinon.  J.  P.,  Alabama.    Mc^^lillcn,  John  E.,  (Jeorgia. 

(?risL.  Heniy  Clay.  Kentucky.  McMurtry,  vSanuud,  Kentucky. 
I):ivis,  Gcjorge  \V.,  Louisiana.  McK night. Chas.W.jTeimessec. 
I'avis.  Thomas  B.,     Lidiana.      Paine,  John  K.,  '' 

]);i.vis,  John  E.,  K»*ntu(ky.  Paine,  Andrew  J.,  " 

DuPjo.^c,  Jaines  G.,     T'-.xas.  Procter,  Bavid  Ij.,    Kentucky. 

Dunn,  J)olj)lius,  Kentucky.  Ilabalais,  Leonard,  Louisiana. 

Bupuy.  W  illiam  E.,  "  Iladamaker,  C.  J.,    Kentucky. 

Elcan'.  A.  L.,  Tonn(^ss(^e.  Peed,  P.  G., 

Ferguson,  Joseph  X.,  Kentucky.  Robinson,  Thos.  J.,  Tennessee. 
Eeil'l,  Julian  T.,  Texas.  "  8chell,  Rodney  B.,  California. 
Featherston,  Jno.S.,  Mississippi. Selby,  James  T.,  Kentucky, 
Foster,  John  C.  "  Shropshire,  Thos.  A.,         " 

(rarnott,  W.  Edwin,  Kentucky.  Stewart,  Daniel  M.,TennevSsee. 
Graham,  B.  R.,  Indiana.      Tebbs,  A.  Sid'y,  Jr  .Missoun. 

Guntnrmann.  Peter, .Kentucky.  Walters,  J.  D.,  Georgia. 

Gordon,  J.  G.,  "  Warren,  John  P.,     Kentucky. 

Gilbert.  Samuel  L.,  "  Wells,  Frank  W., 

llarned,  Benjamin,  "  Wilhoit,  R.  W., 

Hancock,  George  S.,  Lidiana,      Wilson,  Andrew, M., Tennessee. 
Heard,  William  IL,  Arkansas.  Williams,  Thos.  Lee,         '' 
Hcrrington,  J,  H.,     Kentucky.  White,  William  P.,  Kentucky. 
Hi' me,  Edgar  E.,  **  Wyeth.  John  A.,       Alabama. 

lL:<]-:on,  J.  M.,  Tennessee.  Young.  L.  P., 

Total,  70. 

At  the  same  time  iho  Honorary  Degree  ofM.  D.  was  conferred 
uj)on  Dr.  James  L.  Rrcii.ARDSox,  of  Betln'l,  Kentucky. 

Richard  0.  Cowling,  M.  D.,  of  Kentucky,  a  graduate  of  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  Augustus  De  Foe, 
M.  D.,  of  Hlinois,  a  graduate  of  the  Eyansyille  Medical  School, 
were  admitted  Cffl  aaifJrfn  in  this  institution. 
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Good  boarding  can  be  procured  in  the  vicinity   of  the  College    j  , 
at  from  $4  50  to  $5  50  per  week. 

Students  on  their  arrival  in  the  city,  by  proceeding  directly 
to  the  University  on  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Chestnut  j?treett«. 
will  find  the  Janitor  in  constant  attendance,  and  prepared  to 
conduct  them  to  suitable  boarding  houses. 

Gentlemen  desiring  fuller  information  will  addro.<?s 

J.  M.  BODINP],  M.  D., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  No.  300  First  street 
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